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Day after Godavari mlshap, 14 bodies found

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, MAY 16

DIVERS OF the Indian Navy and
teams of the NDRF and fire and
emergency services have pulled
out 14 bodies from the motor
launch which capsized in
Godavari river on Tuesday
evening. The number of missing
persons is yet to be confirmed.
The Jaunch, found at a depth
of 60 feet barely 100 metres from
the shore near a tribal hamlet
named Varapalli, was salvaged
withthe help of acrane and boats.
Officials at Devipatnam po-
lice station said bodies of eight
women, four children and two
men were recovered from the
cabin of the vessel, which sank
during a squall on Tuesday
evening. At least 40 people,
Kondareddy tribals from hamlets
along the river, were on board the
launch headed for Varapalli.
“The bodies were found inthe
cabinwhere they had taken shel-
ter from the rain and high speed
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Rescue teams could not locate the missing vessel on Tuesday night due to bad weather. AP

winds when the storm hit on
Tuesday afternoon. They had
locked the windows and door to
escape the rain and had no
chance to come out when the

boat tilted and capsized sud- ,

denly. Divers broke open the
windows and a door to bring out
the bodies,” an official said.

-Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu visited the
spot to oversee rescue efforts. He
said several factors were behind
the accident. “The launch owner
who was onboard picked up
some cement bags along the
way whichincreased the weight
drastically. We are verifying how

many bags were loaded on the
boat... Survivors have said that
despite requesting the owner
and driver to make it to the shore
and anchor at a safe location,
they (driver and owner) disre-
garded it..Those who were on
the outer deck escaped by jump-
ing. The launch owner and driver

did nothing to help; they saved
their own lives.

“Ihave announced ex-gratia of
Rs 10 lakh, a house under the
Relief and Rehabilitation scheme
for the Polavaram project, and
government jobsifany of the fam-
ilies lost an earning member. We
willensure that the childreninthe
affected families are enrolled in
residential schoolsand theiredu-
cationis taken care of;” Naidu said.

Atleast 20 people onboard the
launch swam ashore, officials said.
Among the survivors was 14-year-
old Sirishawho jumped out of the
launch and hung on to a packed
refrigerator, which someone had
loaded on the vessel. “The pack-
ing had not been opened so there
was a lot of thermocol due to
whichit floated and the girl hung
on to it and waded towards the
shore. She was rescued by locals,”
an official said.

Divers failed in trying tolocate
the boat on Tuesday night due to
the bad weather and darkness.

The driver and boat owner
have surrendered.
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NEW DELHI, 16 MAY

- aryanaonWednes-
day-assured the
Supreme Court .
thatitwill not dis-

rupt the supply of Yamuna
river water to Delhi till Mon-
day, as the court asked the
Delhi government  ‘to
approach the Upper Yamu-
na River Board (UYRB) for

adjudication of water shar- _ |
ingdispute between thetwo

states.

tice Madan B. Lokur asked
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) to
- make a request before

Haryana onWednesdayitself,

on which Haryana would
take a decision on the amounit
of water to be released to-
Delhi till Monday.

The apex courtalso pulled
up the DJB forapproaching
the National Green Tribunal -
(NGT), Delhi High Court,
against -Haryana on water-
sharing, as the issue has to
be decided by the UYRB, a
statutory body. )
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A benéh headed by Jus-

Board, it's an expert body set
up particularly for this pur-
pose.Why should we do the
job if expect body?" the
bench said. -

The DJB which had
approached the court saying
it has not been receiving
sufficient water from

Haryana, withdrew its plea
‘to move before the Board.

The Board would decide
theissue onrelease of water
by Harayana "indepen-

.

sdently”, said the court.

. The Centre setup the the
Board primarily to regulate
allocation of available water
among six beneficiary basin
states and also for monitor-
ing the return flow.

As the DJB repeatedly

requested that status quo on
supply of water be main-
tained, the bench said make
arequest before Haryana as
it's been "very reasonable"
inits approach on sharing of

‘Yamunawater with Delhi.

Thebench was hearinga
pleafiled by the DJB against
adailyshortfall of 120 cusecs
of water from the Yamuna.

The DJB had sought

instructions to Haryana to
supply450 cusecs of potable
water daily to Delhi, as agreed
between the two states.
‘Haryana was supplying
only 330 cusecs, of water
daily to Delhi as against 450
cusec per day, the DJB peti-

Approach YamunaBoard
forwater, SCtellsgovt

tion said. . .
:With Delhi facing water

- shortage, the DJB had moved

the Supreme Coutt for direc-
tions to Haryana torelease
adequate water to the
Wazirabad reservoir, alleg-
ing that Yamuna water sup-
ply had been reduced by

. one third.

"Delhi is in the midst of
an acute water crisis owing
tostop in supply of water by
Haryana into the Yamuna,
whichis meantfor drinking
purposes in Delhi," the DJB
plea said.

The DJB's water treat-
ment plants have been func-
tioning below capacities
over the past few weeks due
to a drop in Yamuna water
level and release of pollut-
ed water from Haryana that
could not be treated, it
added. E

Yamuna water sharing
between Delhi and Haryana

. hasbeen acontentiousissue

for decades and the apex

.courthad ordered Haryana

torelease 450 cusecs of water
daily to Delhi in February
1996.
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