6/17/2016

manage our

I

, :DigitalEdition

The!

NEW DELHI, F

)ny?ective
Nouw is the time to

S K Sarkar

ndia is predicted to witness more
than average yearly rainfall, thus
breaking the last few drought
cycles. But that does not mean we
should forget to draw much need-
ed lessons for managing drought
likely to oceur in the future.

It is worth recalling a recent
Supreme Court judgement,
Swaraj Abhivan Vs Unionof
India (11 May 2016), which has
brought into limelight the unsat-
isfactory statusof our drought
management. The judgment
emphasized the need for taking
measures such as, inter alia, set-
ting up of a National Disaster
Response Foree and establishing
a National Disaster Management
Fund.

Under the existing practice,
drought is defined in three ways.
Meteorological drought is
declared when there is deficiency
of precipitation of a certain
level, from expected or normal
levels over an extended period of
time; hydrological drought is
defined as deficiencies in surface
and sub-surface water supplies
leading to a lack of water for day-
to-day and specific needs, and
finally, agricultural drought, trig-
gered by meteorological and
hydrological droughts, oceurs
when soil moisture and rainfall
are inadequate, vis-a-vis certain
expected levels, during the crop
growing season, cansing extreme
crop stress and wilting.

Droughts can be managed if
availability of surface water as
well as ground water is adequate
tomeet the demand in various
sectors - agriculture, domestic
and industial. Now that rain is
knocking at our door, we must
strive for adequate storage of
water for use in times of crisis.
Completion of delayed dam pro-
jects, renovating the existing
dams, ponds, water tanks, to
remove siltation, and restora-
tion/ creation of water bodies,
must be given priority. Water
conservation and recharging of

ground water are essential steps
in this direction.

The demand side of water
management should also be
given adequate attention. The
demand for water is growing in
all sectors day by day, as the
country’s economic growth
expands and the lifestyle of our
population changes. By 2050, the
average annual water availability
inIndia is estimated to fall short
of the demand, reducing per
capita water availability to a
water scarcity level. Steps for
optimal water use will have to be
introduced in all sectors.

First, today, water use in
agriculture is more than 80 per
cent of the total demand, and
likely to hover around 70 per cent
on a long-term basis. Ironically,
ground water dependent inten-

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/11064291?show=print

sive crops such as sugarcane,
banana, etc., are produced in
water-stressed regions such as
Marathwada. Indiscriminate
exploitation of ground water
oceurs through digging of
borewells. In other regions too,
dependency on ground water is
very much evident.

As assessed by the Central
Ground Water Board, the annual
ground water consumption in
Delhi, Haryana, Punjab and
Rajasthan, is more than its annu-
al recharge. In the country as a
whole, about 89 per cent of
ground water is used for irriga-
tion. Thus, unless recharge of
ground water is immediately
undertaken for its replenish-
ment, the country is expected to
face hydrological drought, and
consequently agricultural drou-

water

ght, in coming yvears. This also
calls for adoption of ‘per drop
more crop’ policy, by using
proven technology and by grow-
ing less water-intensive crops.
The use of Jain Irrigation tech-
nology, for example, shows that
wheat production using micro-
irrigation saves irrigation water
up to 50 per cent, conserves puim-
ping energy, maintains right hu-
midity, enhances the yield and
enables crop rotation with inter-
mediate pulse crop during sum-
mer

The existing regulatory bar-
riers should be removed for opti-
mum use of ground water: Under
the ‘Easement Act 1882°, aland
owner has every right to collect
and dispose of all water under
the land and on the surface of his
property. This needs to be amend-

ed, as ground water being se
lessly connected across user
person’s excess withdrawal

affects its availability for otk

Second, in the industry ¢
tor too, there is enough scop
water conservation and recy
of waste water: Water intens
industries, such as the thern
power sector, paper and pulp
industry, textiles and steel st
undertake water use audit a
reduce the water use in their
operations in keeping witht
availability of water. A study
The Energy and Resources
tute, Delhi, (2015) showed th:
there is significant scope for
ing water and consequent fix
cial savings in high water co
suming industries such as tk
mal power plants. The aim i1
these industries should be ze
water discharge and optimal
of water for meeting their of
tions. The lead industry sho
also encourage other indust:
placed in backward and forw
chains, for undertaking simi
activities.

Third, water loss during
veyance in domestic sector i
nificant, which can be avoids
use of advanced urban wate
tems. In Israel, this has been
nificantly reduced, and in ad
tion, 86 per cent of domestic
waste water is treated before
recycling it for agricultural ;
horticultural use. The rating
water use equipment should
introduced. In this regard, t}
Bureau of Water Use Efficie
being proposed by the centr:
‘Water Resources Ministry, ¢
accelerate the process.

Insum, water security i
vital for India’s sustainable
development. The conservat
of water has to be undertake
with seriousness, on a long-t
basis. Current short-term efl
applied for country’s drough
management will have to be
bined with long-term measu
on holistie basis. The need fi
policy changes should also b
examined for incentivising ¢
mum use of water: The Apex
Court’s remarks, such as
“ostrich-like attitude” of sor
governments in dealing witk
drought, should trigger posi
action not only on the parto
governments, but also at all |
els. And now is the time to a

THE WRITER [5 A DESTINGLESHED FELLOW AN
DIRECTOR, WATER RESOURCES & FORESTRY

SI0N I TERI NEW DELHI AND A FORMER SEC
MINISTRY OF WATER RESOURCE S, GOVT.OF N

17



News item/letter/article/editorial published on { Z(é;g - / -7 (’é QOZG in the

Hindustan Times

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle

Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhagqgirath(Enqglish)& Publicity Section, CWC.

3
Covering L., YIS

Humld de

NewDemi, 16 June: It was a sul-
try day in the national cap-
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ay 1n 01ty

ital today with themercury
settling down at 37.3 degrees
Celsius, two notches below
normal. '
The humidity levels oscil-
lated between 75 and 41 per
cent. _
“The maximum and min-
imum temperatures were
recorded at 37.3 and 28 de-

grees Celsius respectively,”
a MeT official said.

The weatherman has
predicted a clear day tomor-
row with possibility of
thundershowers in some
areas.

“The maximum and min-

~ imum temperatures are like-

ly to hover at 38 and 29 de-

grees Celsius respectively,”
the MeT said. M
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Kol Dam water
'scheme for Shimla

capital and the suburbs may
finally be addressed with
the World Bank (WB) giving
its nod for the taking up of
the Rs 643 crore Kol Dam
lift water supply scheme to

' cater to the growing needs
' of town and suburbs for the

next three decades.
Dr Smitra Mishra from the

World Bank today visited the

proposed site near Tattapnai
for the lifting of 35 MLD

water daily from the Kol

Dam. She will hold detailed
discussions with Secretary,
Irrigation and Public Health
Anuradha Thakur and- the
Shimla Municipal Corpora-
tion here tomorrow to look
into the various aspects right
from lifting and distribution.
She also met Chief Minister
Virbhadra Singh.

" “The World Bank has
agreed to partner with us for
taking up the Kol dam water
supply scheme to be able
meet the growing water
needs of the entire Shimla
Planning Area, including the

suburbs,” confirmed Anu-

T 7
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| posal, the World Bank

A big breather

WAs per the revised. pro—

will provide Rs 544 crore

while the state will pitch

in with the rest for the
‘water project

m Supply from the Ashwani
khud which provided up
to five MLD being was
stopped on January 2,
2016 due to water

contamination.

radha Thakur, Secretary Irri-

 gation and Public Health.

She added that a very 1mpor—
tant component of the proj-
ect will be the thrust on glob-
ally observed best practices
with regard to water supply.
As per the revised proposal
sent in June 2015, the World
Bank will provide Rs 544
crore while the state will
pitch in with the rest for the
project. With supply from
the Ashwani khud which
provided up 1o five MLD
being stopped since Janu-
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ary 2, 2016 earlier this year

due to contamination, the
nod from the World Bank for
project has certamly come as
a big breather
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North, two killed in Ka shm1r

NEW DELH: Heavy pre-mon-
soon showers lashed the
northern States on Thurs-
day, barring Delhi, dragging
the maximum temperatures
several notches below nor-
mal even as Kashmir report-
ed two deaths with high-ve-
locity winds sweeping the
region, damaging structures
and uprooting trees.

“Sultry dayin Delhi

It was a sultry day in the
national capital even as the
mercury settled at 37.3 de-
grees Celsius, two notches
below normal for this time
of the year. |

The minimum in the ci
was recorded at 28 degrees
and humidity level between
41 and 75 per cent.

The maximum day tem-
| peratures in the other three
metropolitan cities of Kol-
~ kata, Chennai and Mumbai
settled at 34.8, 37.6 and 34.3
degrees.

In Kashmir, Naik Surinder
Yadav of Army’s 64 Field Re-
giment was killed when a
tree, uprooted by strong
winds, fell on him at Zeran
Check village in Baramulla
district of north Kashmir
while five-year-old Igra died

X
Covering L., YIS

An Armyman was

killed when a tree,
uprooted by strong
winds, fell on him in
Baramulla district

in the district.

Pre-monsoon rams

lashed many parts of Punjab
and Haryana, causing mer-
cury to dip by few notches.. |

Chandigarh - received-

‘heavy downpour overmght
and the sky was ‘cloudy dur- »

ing the'day.

- .gina and Bansgaon regis-

- tered 6 cm. _rainfall . with
on the spot when a tree fell_ o

on her house at Faqir Bagh'

Mg,

Pradesh. |
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‘Chandradeepghat, Kymnaui
Bijnore rédeeding 4 cm
each, ' |

‘Heavy pre-monsoon rains

lashed several parts of Hi-
'machal Pradesh for the sec-

ond day, leading to a mar-
gmal fall in temperatures,

place

Ambala, Kamal, Bﬂneh-ka . G‘bhax in Mandi district

kula, Hisar, . Yamunamger
and - Kurukshetra, ‘were

among other places in Ha-

ryana that were lashed by
rains. Ludhiana, = Ropar’

Phagwara, Mohali and
Hoshiaxpur in"Punjab were
also lashed by rains. -

The Met department has
sald the monsoon was likely
to hit Punjab and Haryana
by the end of June.

Thunderstorms in U.P.

Light to heavy rdin and
thunderstorms .at a few
places brought temper-
atures down in Uttar

“was' the wettest place re-
ceiving 165 mm of rains,

- while Sundernagar and Bija-
. hi, ﬁged 121 mm and 110
- 'Layan ‘West Bengal wit- ;

Sub-Hima-

nessed heavy rains with

Caoch Behar district mea-
suring 87.8 mm and Darjeel-
ing 19 mm of rainfall. Asan-
sol and Bankura in Gangetic
West Bengal gauged - 21.6
mm and 9.6 mm of rains,

- respectively.

The MeT office forecast
heavy rains in Darjeeling,
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar
for the next three days. - PTT
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Stuck for a week, slu glsh

monsoon set for a sur

Amit.Bhattacharya

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Stuck over
south India for almost a
week, the monsoon is set to
stir again on the back of a
fresh surge. Over the next
four-fivedays, the rain-bear-
ing wind system is expected
to cover entire peninsular
India and major parts of east
India, and enter central In-
dia, the Met said.

Monsoon hit the country
on June 8, over a week later
than itsnormal date of June
1, and rapidly .pushed into
many parts of south India
within a couple of days.
Since then, it’s remained
static over the region while
advancing in the east to cov-
er northeastIndia.

The system is set to move
again, this time taking
the monsoon into some
of the major drought-hit ar-
eas of the country, forecasts
the Met.

“After onset, there were.

two surges. The {first ad-
vanced the monsoon into
south India up to Goa; the
other took it to the north-
east,” said B P Yadav, direc-
tor, India Meteorological De-
paritment.

“We’re on the verge of
the third surge that’s expect-
ed to take the monsoon into
Telangana, Maharashtra,
- Chhattisgarh, besidescover-
ing Rayalseema and coastal
Andhra. It’s likely to enter
Odisha, Bengal, Jharkhand
and Bihar,” Yadav said.

The late arrival and
slightly sluggish progress
thereafter has meant the
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Met

flow. It progresses In pulses
and surges. Thecomingdays

~ Advance of Southwe
-_----Actual ---Narma,l

~15June
. 10 June 14-16hme

—~

st Monsoon 2016

should reduce the monsoon
deficit, although June is

- likely to end in the nega-

tive,” Yadav said.

The Met’s forecast an
‘above normal’ monsoon
this vear, ‘with rains during

- the June-September season

- pegged at 106% of the long
term average. The slow start
to the season, although. in
line with the forecast, has
led to advisories to farmers
in central India to hold
off sowing.

“After onset, the mon-
soon pulse weakened after
interactingwithdryairover

The rain-bearing wind

- L o . L .
. . . SRR . _-..:
R v , [, "-FILI. .‘L i.' :.'-\..

monsoon deficit in June’s
first half has grown to 25%.
However, this is expected to
reduce in the coming days,
with the monsoon’s Arabian

Seaarmshowingsignsof ac-

STATE OF THE STATES

KARNATAKA

AII Indla dally mean ralnfall (mm)
since June 1

OUTLOOK
- in4-5 days, monseen
set 1o cover all parts or

Rayalseema, coasta
Andhra Pradesh...

. Some parts of
Chhattisgarh,

Macdhya Maharashira,
Marathawada,
Telangana, 0gisha,
gangetic West Bengal,
tharkhand, Bihar

tivity again. A fresh circula-
tion forming off the Andhra
coast is also expected to
boost its strength.
“Themonsoonnever cov-
ers the country in a steady

Konkain, Goa, Karnataka,

again, this time taking
the monsoon into some
~ of the major drought-hit

- areas of the country

the mainland. High temper-
atures in the Indian Ocean
- too could have played a
part in the slightly sluggish
behaviour of the monsoon
so far,” said D Sivananda

Pai, IMD lead monsoon
forecaster.

- “But the ocean is now
cooling and there’s more
'moisture over the land.
- We expect a long wet spell,
particularly after June 20,”
Paladded.

~ As per the Met's forecast,
all three monsoon months
after June are expected
to see higher than normal
rainfall, with July and
September being particular-
ly good.

| ANDHRA/ TELANGANA

“Monsoon | Farmers told to wait for rain |
(at least 75mm)before sowing soya

» Another 10-12 days before
monsoon reaches Vidarbha

» Arabian Sea branch of
‘monsoon likely to strengthen
again from June 17

Prices | Spike in veggie prices, especially
tomato. Coriander, leafy items also zoom
» Vegetable supply down by over 40%

Problem | Lack of water in vegetable _

growing districts

"'.

- (2015-16)

Monsoon | Received good rains between
June 9 and June 12, but weakened later

» Rains expected after June 18

» Southwest monsoon active
in coastal districts, Dakshina
Kannada, Udupi and Uttara
Kannada, parts of Western Ghats

Growth Rate | Karnataka’s economy
slowed from 7.8% m14-15) to 6.2%

~ Problem |Drought in 137 taluks durmg
kharif and 62 taluks during rabi season

330/kg,

» Papaya, oranges, mangoes,
melons up 150%

Problem | To date, only 5% sowing
completed. Krishna, Godavari deltas — the
~ rice bowl — are worst hit

»Water level down in reservoirs

Monsoon | Slows after covering
Rayalaseema, south coastal Andhra, -~
Monsoon to advance only next week. Prices

of vegetables up significantly

‘Prices | Tomato ¥100/kg, Potato

Green chilly X130/kg
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oultry day as

pre-monsoonrains - -
elude Delhi, max
temperature 37

Press Trust of India
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2 NEW DELHI: It was a sultry day in
A\ the national capital even as the
 mercury settled at 37.3 degrees
~ Celsius, two notches below nor-
mal for this time of the year.

The minimum in the city

« Was recorded at 28 degrees and .
p~ humidity level between 41 and ;
175 per cent. |

The maximum day tem-
peratures in the other three
metropolitan cities of Kolkata,
Chennai and Mumbai settled at
34.8, 37.6 and 34.3 degrees.

Heavy pre-monsoon showers
on Thursday lashed northern
states, barring Delhi, dragging
the maximum temperatures
several notches below normal
even as Kashmir reported
two deaths with high-velocity
winds sweeping the region, dam-
aging structures and uprooting
trees.

Pre-monsoon rains lashed
many parts of Punjab and
Haryana, causing mercury to
dip by few notches. Chandigarh
received a heavy downpour over-
night and the sky was cloudy |
during the day:.
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The Assembly polls are just over and a new government is in place. But, it will soon be time

to vote again. Elections for the local bodies, the last line of governance, are likely to be held

in October. Here, we give you valuable nuggets of information about your neighbourhood,
S0 you will be prepared when the time comes to ink your other forefinger

S. POORVAJA

majority of the res-
idents in Ward 172
who reside at Kot-
turpuram, Chitra
Nagar, Surya Nagar and Lake
View Road have stark mem-
ories of the devastation that
the floods wreaked there.
And the aftermath has left
a trail of civic 1ssues which
need to be addressed, they
say.

While the majority of the
areas under the ward are on
the banks of the Adyar Riv-
er, educational institutions
which include Anna Univer-
sity, Anna Centenary Library,
Birla Planetarium and other
educational institutions dot
the landscape there which is
a contrast of slums, housing
board apartments and up-
market residential localities.

“While more than half of
the residents here have shift-
ed to Perumbakkam in parts
of Surya Nagar, there are still
more than 100 families who
are staying here because we
do not want to leave our live-
lihood as well as education
opportunities available to
our children. As a result of
the evacuation, there have
not been much improvement
works carried out,” said R.
Vishesh, a resident there.

Stating that they were

ON RECOVERY PATH: TNHB flats near Adyar River at Kotturpuram. — PHOTO: M. KARUNAKARAN

The aftermath of flood
has left a trail of civic
Issues which need

to be addressed, say
residents

low-income families who
largely depended on the fa-
cilities provided by the Cor-
poration, he pointed out that
the ICDS centre there for

children and a gymnasium

which had been damaged by
the rains were vet to be re-
paired.

“The wall of a graveyard
here which collapsed during
the rains is yet to be repaired
and the residents have been
asking for it to be rebuilt for
a while now,” said Dhevaki,
another resident there.

A section of residents in a
few of the localities in Kot-
turpuram have taken garbage
segregation and improving
general cleanliness into their
own hands. “We started a
‘Swacch Kotturpu-
ram’ Initiative
and cleaned
areas  near
bins as well as
painted walls .
near them. B 7 2
While we are B .. €
trying to mo- Ll -~
tivate res-
idents to

_______
o =

segregate garbage, as a long-
term solution, the corpora-
tion can pitch in by helping
us set up a vermin-compost
unit as we have already
1dentified some space for
the same,” said Chandra
Prabhakar, Treasurer of the
Nawab Gardens Residents
Welfare Association.

While the congested lanes
at Kottur are filled with retail
outlets and vendors selling
fruits, vegetables and oth-
er items on the sides of the
road, Councillor G. Kandhan

said that they would soon

be shifted to the newly con-
structed complex of 43 shops
that the corporation had con-
structed in Erikarai Salai.
“At the start of my tenure,
I had also helped re-con-
struct six buildings at the
Kotturpuram Housing Board
which were in a dilapidated
condition. We are now work-
ing towards laying tar roads
in parts of Kalinkundram as
residents did not want ce-
ment roads which were get-
ting damaged by the con-
stant movement of water
tankers which supply wa-
ter there,” he added.
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G. Kandhan, AIADMK
94454 67172

JE: 94451 90772

Zone: Adyar

Key boundaries
Kotturpuram, Chitra
Nagar, Pallipatti,
Kalikundram, West

Canal Bank Road,
Varadapuram |

Population

Voters

45,000 35,000

Number of
Streets

75

Bus routes

Kotturpu-
ram, Kottur,
Gandhi
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Mandapam, Madhya
Kailash
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Playground Ration shops
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Major civic
issues
Need for

~ garbage
segregation, mainte-
nance of streetlights

LA
%
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F‘r

“in residential localities,

tar roads, repairs to
infrastructure dam-
aged by floods
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RAIN PAIN'"I.V-Iotorists have a tough time negotiating the waterlogged Palace Roa
city on Wednesday. bH PHOTO
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Evening showers cause
waterlogglng, trafflc Jams

BENGALURU, DHNS: After
cloudy and windy weather
throughout the day, the city
witnessed rain in the evening.
The downpour resulted in se-
vere traffic jam and waterlog-
ging in many parts of the city
on Wednesday.

Vehicular movement came
to a halt at KG Road, Town
Hall, Shoolay Circle, MG Road,
Residency Road, Richmond
Circle, Shanthinagar, Kora-
mangala, BTM Layout, Ba-
nashankari, Sarakki, [ttamadu,
Chamarajpet, Avenue Road,
Chickpet and surrounding
places. There were reports of
power outages In some parts
of the city.

The BBMP control room re-
ceived calls on the waterlogging
in some parts of the city includ-
ing Khoday’s Junction near Ma-
jestic. The BBMP authorities
kept their Prahari teams on
alert following rains in the city.
According to the India Meteor-
ology Department the city
recorded 14 mm rainfall in just
one and half hours while the

' HAL airport experienced 5.4

A blker struggles through an lnundated underpass near
Le Meridien Hotel. bH PHOTO

mm of rain till 8.30 pm.

The IMD has forecast light
to moderate rainfall at many
places in the coastal districts
and light rain at isolated places
in North Interior and South In-
terior Karnataka, over the next

48 hours. For Bengaluru city,
the IMD has forecast generally
cloudy sky with one or two
spells of rain. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
would be around 29 and 21 de-

grees Celsius, respectively.
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While monsoon is yet to arrive, certain parts of south Mumbai witnessed pre-monsoon showers on
Wednesday. The maximum temperature, however, continued to remain around 34°C




	, _DigitalEdition
	scan0001

