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Flood ‘situation critical in
Southsa}mara Mankachar dist

ANN SERVICE

HATSINGIMAR], July* 13‘ The
flood situation has turned frombad -

to worse in Southsalmara Manka—‘

char district because of the inces

- sant rains during the last few days
© As per the official report on

Wedniesday, the water level of Brah—
maputra has been flowing 34acm

maintaining a rising trend.

ing shelter-on mgher 1an S wnh

*: stheir household belongings. Thou-

sands of hectares of standmg crop
Fields; Specazﬂiy dhurice,jute, veg-

-etables etc; “have been damaged by

‘the flood: waters <
“The nery—‘ouﬂt Bormralga hos-

.......

"pltal buildmg Was eroded com-
letély en"-Wedpesday “The Hatir-
charBOP situated near the hospi-

¥ above the danger mark and }i;s aliis. also likely to be eroded by

Thursday or the day after. On the

Intwo revenue circlesof the dis-_ mther hand; there is-a grave threat

¢ trict, namely Southsalmara® “and
Mankachar, about 218 revenue vil-
lages have been directly affected
by the flood of river Brahmaputra.
Thousands of people have been tak-

" jofabreachin the;levzly -built Ka-

liralga dyk eputy Gommis-
sioner, ADC;"SP.and others in-
‘spected fhe dyke on Wednesday

“and engaged 1abourers for its im-

S b (L e,
mechate protection. The local peo—

ple and some NGOs are also help-
ing to protect the embankment. It.
is to be mentioned here that if the
dyke is breached, the entire
Mankachar LAC area will be se-
verely affected by flood.

One Moklesa Khatun (3), d/o
Mokaddes Ali of Radhuram Chariali -
under Fokirgonj PS, died on
Wednesday after falling into flood
waters. In another incident one
Azad Ali (7), s/o Avan Uddin of
Bauskata part IV under the same
Fakirganj PS, also died on Wednes-
day while he travelling on a raft
made of banana plant. His body was
recovered after three hours.

79,110 ﬂood—h t take shelter in
rehef camps in’Sonitpur

CORRESPONDENT

the Northeast region, Sonitpur
district faced the first waves of
“flood from June 16 which has af-

fected severdl areas under Thela—’_
mara, Dhekiajuli and Chandwar

Revenue Circles.
- According to the district: -adimin-
istration, due to the heavy rainfall

from July 4 to July 101ast, atotal of

279410 people from 113 villages
i+ Pynder three revenue circles of.

TEZPUR, July 13: With the ear--

ly arrival of monsoons this yearin

“Tezpur, Chardwar .and Nadwar
have taken shelter 4t 42 Telief camps
“in different.areas. “ToJodk -after

 these flood-affected people, special

teams of thé Netérinary depart-
“inent andHedlthdepartment have
‘been deployed in those relief
“camps,” the statement said:
“7ill date, one person died in

“the flood. However, the body of

the victim is yet to be recovered

despite search operations being
carried out by the SDRF and the
NDRF teams,” stated a state-
ment issued by the district ad-
ministration.

Under the Thelamara Revenue
Circle, 3,665 livestock have been
affected. As per the report, due
to the flood and erosion, people
of four villages under the Thela-
mara Revenue Circle have taken
shelter at a relief camp at Nahil
Pathar LP School.

10,500 affected

in lerugarh dist
"BUREAU [ Tudy
i Tan 5l Fie
DIBRUGARH, July 13: The cur-
rent wave of floods in the Dibru-
garh district has affected 10,500
people in 22 villages spread across
the seven revenue circles. The
~worst affected is the Dibrugarh
~ West Revenue Circle, according to
~official sources, where 128 people
“have been shifted to relief camps.
In the district sofar, 193 hectares of
paddy fields and 924 hectares of other
land have been submerged by flood

iratarc in tha mmrant Fand swmen e



N

\;7 ‘-/ . .l .7{ .’“.S)E (\".

‘ K R
S B ! Fg=tieed ST 7 TF H Feetiard ATTH| =@ HFIE AATITD

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
The Tribune { Chandigarh ) :
The Hindu ( Chennai )

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai )
The Telegraph { Kolkata )
gegedel ( geeT )

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical { Bhopal )

1 dead in Odisha flood, 60 dead and over

govt seeks

Debabrata Mohanty ﬁ 7 /

« debabrata.mohaniy@htlive.com

BHUBANESWAR: Odishaisstaringat

amajor flood thismonsoon after
over520 mmrainfallinthe past24

hours in Kalahandi and Rayag- -

ada districtsflooded most parts of
thetwodistricts withone person
dyinginalandslide. :
Rainstriggered by alow pres-
sureover Bay of Bengalsince Sat-
urday haveled toflash floodsin
Nagabali and Kalyani rivers of

Rayagadadistrictaffectingover -

7,000 people in Kalyansinghpur
block. Unconfirmedreportssaid
three persons—aminor and two
elderly persons — were swept
away by flood water in Kalyans-
ingpur block. Alocal Panchayat
Samiti member’shusband diedin
alandslidewhiletryingtorescue °
afamily. -
“Wehaverequested four heli-
coptersfrom Indian Air Forcefor
droppingfood packets in affected
areas. Another Navalhelicopter
in Vishakhapatmamisinastateof
readiness for rescue. With more
rains expected in southern Odi-

7

il

- Daméged railway bridge over
+-river Nagabali in Rayagada
rdistrict on_Sunday. . PTI

.sha till July 18, we are taking no
:chances,” said special reliefcom-
-missioner Bishnupada Sethi,
.after chiefminister NaveenPat-
naik conducted areviewmeeting
-of rescue operations on Sunday.
InRayagada, fourroadbridges
‘ werewashed away, whilein Kala-
handi, Hati river was flowing
‘overthebridge connecting Juna-
gat and Bhawanipatna. Amajor
rail mishap was averted after
heavy rains washed away a rail
‘bridge in Rayagada-Titlagarh
section on Sunday just minutes
beforea goodstrain wasaboutto
passoverit.- -

10 lakh affected by

floods in Assam
Upatpaes 17 7,

& utpal parashar@htiive.com

GUWAHATE: Clear skiesforthethird
consecutive day across Assam
ensured water recession from
‘-severalmundatedareas,butovgr
10 Jakh people still remain
affected by the recentfloods.

Atotalof1,512 villagesin21of

' the state’s 32 districts are still

under water and 22.837 peop}e
:displaced from their homes still
taking chelter in 280reliefcamps
‘acrossthestate.

The affected districts are

Dhemaji, Lakhimpur, Biswa-
nath, Darrang,Nalbaﬂ,Bametg,
Chirang, Bongaigaon, Kokraj-
har, Dhubri, South Salmara,
Goalpara, Morigaon, Nagaon,
Karbi-Anglong, Jorhat, qua-
ghat, Majuli, Sibsagar, Karim-
:ganjand Cachar.

According to state disaster
management authority, one
more death was reported from
Morigaon districtonSundaytgk-
ingthetotalnumber of casualties
t060. Water level inthe Brahma-
putra came pelow the danger
jevel at Tezpurand Goalparabut
continued to flow above thered
mark at Neematighatin J orhat
districtand Dhubri. .

Dhansiri,KatakhalandKushl—

yara flowed over danger mark
one placeeach and Barak attwo
placesinCachar and Karimgan]
dismctsAMorethanZ,OOOpeople
were evacuated on Sunday.
Nearly 50,000 hectares of crop
Jand still remain flooded and 11
1akh domesticanimals and poul-
trv affected. Several important
state highways also remained
underwaterinBiswanaﬂl,Bong-
aigaon, Goalpara, Dhubri, Gola-
ghat, Majuli and Sibsagar.

ATOTALOF 1512
VILLAGES ARESTILL
UNDER WATERAND
27 837 PEOPLE RAVE
BEEN DISPLACED
EROl THEIR HOMES



News xfe'n/letter/amcle/edxtonal published onfy_/f/ /5 ;7 Ar fl’ in the

Hmdustan Times,
{atesman
The Times of India (N.D.

Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan {Hindi)

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC,

R;.P.Chr[\nic!ﬁ
Aej fHind))

v Bharat Tlméé Hmdl)
Finjab Keshari (Hindi)
) The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hinci)

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

Indic y Ration

Blitz

Cove

R

,000cr spent, but

Ganga still polluted’

Set Up Task Force To Enforce NGT Order: Mehta

V'shwa Mohan
@timesgroup.cem

New Delhi: Thereportof a

fire literally on the Ganga
prompted noted environ-
mentalist and lawyer M C
Mehtatofile a PIL inthe Su-

preme Court over 32 years

ago. Discharge of inflam-
mable effluents from near-
by industries ‘in Haridwar
had caused the fire on water
and subsequently triggered
the chain of -events which
culminated in Thursday’s
NGT judgement directing
both central and state au-
thoritiestotakemultipleac-
tions on the ground to-com-
prehensively clean .the
country’snationalriver.

In an interyiew to TOL,

Mehta on-Friday recalled
howaground visittofindout
the reason for the fire ex-
posed him to the cruel face of
industries ‘which .used the
river to .discharge . toxic
chemicals. “It was really
shockingfor metoknowthat
aperson lithis cigarette and
threw the matchstick in the
drain joining the river, lead-
ing to a massive fire in Gan-
ga. It took nearly 30 hours for
authorities to ‘control the
fire. The incident had shak-
enmesomuchthatl;asalaw-
yer. decided to bring it to the
noticeof the SC,” he said.
Mehta had filed the pet-
ition against four industries,
including the public sector
BHEL, andthe rest is history
The SC had later clubbed
cases pertaining to the Gan-
ga river pollution. “Unfortu-
nately, nothing was done on
the ground. In fact, all the
government agencies, local

The NGT on Thursday prohibited dumping of waste within 500
~metres fromriver Ganga

~authorities ‘and industries

are under ¢ontempt for not
following the previous apex

~-court order,” said Mehta de-

mandingaprobeintothesub-
sequentactions which result-
ed in spending of over Rs
7,000 crore of public money

*-in the name of cleaning the

river Ganga withoutanycon-
-crete result on the ground in
the past three decades

The NGT on Thursday
prohibited dumpingof waste

within 500-metres from the

river and ordered that a 100- -
metre stretch on either side
of ‘the river between Hari-

-@war (Uttarakhand) and Un-

nao (Uttar Pradesh) must be
a “no-construction, no-devel-
opment zone”. It also made a
provision of imposing Rs

-50,000fine for dumping waste

intotheriver.

Mehta, recipient of the
Ramon Magsaysay Award,
who had alsofought alongle-
gal battle to protect Taj Ma-
hal from poltution, believes

-that the implementation of

the green court’s order is ve-
ry much possible provided
the giwernment shows politi-
cal will. He said pollution in
the Ganga would not have re-
ached the present levels if
successive  governments,

both at Centreand states, had
enforced previous SC orders.

He suggested that the
government set up a task
force (acentralbody)and en-
trust it with adequate pow-
ersto enforce the NGT order

‘within 500 metres stretch on

both sides along the entire
length of the river passing
through the five states — Ut-
tarakhand, UP, Bihar, Jhark-
hand and West Bengal.

On the government’s
plan to bring a central law
on the river Ganga, Mehta
believes that no political
party could afford to oppose
such a law. if the govern-
ment introduces itin Parlia-
ment. “Anyone opposing
such law would expose him-
self/herself before the peo-
ple,” he said. He also ex-
plained the rationale be-
hind the NGT order, saying
itwould be in the interest of
the people, living along the
river. He pointed out that
they, infactarelivingontox-
icland, drinking poisonous
water and producing haz-
ardous products. “The
health cost of all such activ-
ities is far bigger than what
they have been earning on
the polluted land along the
river,” said Mehta.

Nai Duniys {Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
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“7 Itsmorethana
 naturaldisastert

Tosave theN-Efrom floods, \
rethmk theidea of development

n what appears to have become a recurring annual

“problem, Assam and othernortheastern states are once

'..agaln in the grip of an “unprecedented” flood. The

situation has yesterday taken an even more grim turn

a8 Union minister of state for development of north

eastern region (DoNER) Jitendra Singh confirmed that a

total of 58 districts have been affected due to floods and

. landslidesin Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Manipur where
__‘ around 80 lives have been 1ost so far. ourtake

. Estimatessuggestthatmorethan17.43 ==

lakh people in 26 of Assam’ s 32 districts continue to remain ,’
affected by rising water levels.In theKaziranga National Park,
home tothe rare one-horned rhinoceros, nearly 75% of the
site has been inundated, forcing animals to take shelter on

higher ground <

In spite of the fact that thls is an annual occurrence with
riversinthisregion, which flood every monsoon, the loss of life
and property that should be avoidable by taking adequate
precauﬁons is also becoming a regular feature. The
Brahmaputra river, which is second only to the Amazon in
size, eats into the cultivable land in Assam, as it erodes more
land every time it floods. While this is a natural occurrence, a
large part of the blame for the i'ecurring devastating floods
must also go to deforestation in Assam and neighbouring
states. 'While it is commendable that the government has
decided to direct authorities to use experts from space
technology and ISRO to assess the damage caused by floods
and landslides; it is once again, a measure to assuage the

5 damage rather than prevent it.

Covering L. Y18 The Brahmaputra routinely breaches the embankments
builttoreinitin. The iftea thattheriver can be held in place by
building an embankment around it has been provenabadidea
time and again, in flood-prone states such as Bihar. Rampant
construction on the floodplains, and a degeneration of other
wetlands increase the pressure on the main river, come the
monsoons. With the reality of climate change bringing with it
anincreasing number of extreme weather events, the situation
inthe future can be reliably expected to get worse. It is time for
the government to rethink the paradigm of development, in
which mfrastructure is buﬂt at great cost on the floodplains;

Anderdn Smnven lda T N ey
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Causes forannual ﬂeods in Assam are well known It's now time
toputiessons fmm're hmaﬂ}e Brahmaputra Intopractice

\—

N APRIL ASSAM S chlef secretary reviewed the state s preparedness to carry out
relief and rescue operatlons during floods. Emergency management exercises
were conducted at the ward and village levels. But two months later, as the
.Brahmaputra went into spate, the state administration was caught unawares —
again. Floods in the state have claimed more than 50 lives, nearly 18 lakh have been af-
fected by the delugeand most of the Kaziranga National Park 1ssubmerged Near]y 2lakh
hectares of the state’s crop area is affected,
Floods in Assam areas regular as the monsoon itseif. Accordmg to the National Flood
Commission of India, about 40 per cent of the state's area is flood-prone. But human-
made factors have compounded this annual problem. This year, the Ranganadi, Dikting
andSingra — tributaries of the Brahmaputra — swelled up after the North East Flectric
Power Corporation opened upits damstorelease water fromthe Ranganadi Hydro-elec-
tric PrOJecthrunachal Pradesh’s Ix)wer Subansiri district. Floods caused by the release )
of waterin the Brahmaputra’s upstream have become a common monsoon scourge in
Assam, since the Past seven years. Like most river-related problems, the solution lies in
dialoguebetween upperand lowernpanan states — Arunachal Pradesh and Assam,in this
case.Assam's policymakers are aware of the problems emanating from the Brahmaputra's
% upstream. “The floods are caused by the runoff.of heavy rainfall during the monsoon and
high sediment loads fromi upper'watérsheds that are geologlcally unstable and degraded
because of deforestation and changing land use,” notes a  report issued last year by the
Assam State Disaster, Management Authority. However, authorities in Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh have not put their heads togethér to resolve the issue.

Evenwithin Assam, agencies which should be working together to keep the floods in
check, have operated along different lines, While the state’s disaster management au-
thorityhas correctly identified the geological instability caused by deforestation, Assam’s
water resource department cpntinues to harp on the discredited system of embank-
ments. The state’ s embankments — walls to hold river water from spilling — were built
according to recornmendatlons made in 1954 by the Rashtriya Barh Ayog. Floods in the
past six decades have shown that when the Brahmaputra swells up during the mon-
soons, it puts pressure on the embankments, causing breaches, This year, eight embank-
“ments ini the state have been damaged. Moreover, academic and government studies
have shown that the Brahmaputra changes course frequently and it's virtually impossi-
bie to contain the river within the embankments. Given that the Brahmapuitra isamong
the better studied of the country's rivers, the annual havoc it causes should have been
contained by now. It is time research isputto pmcnce

-+

.
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PanelonGa

PTI
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An official panel, framing adraft
law on the cleaning of the
Ganga, has proposed a two—
tiered mechanismtoreplacetwo
existingbodieswhich areimple-
mentingtheNarmamiGange pro-

gramme.

Ifthe draftlegislationisenact-
ed, itwould become the first—
ever law on any river in the
country. The panel has recom-
mended establishing an inte-
grated development council
(IDC) with the prime minister
as its ex-officio chairperson.

The IDC is proposed to
replace the existing National
Council for Ganga, whichisalso
chairedbythe PM. Besides, ithas
suggestedsettingup the Nation-
al River Ganga Basin Manage-
ment Corporation (NRGBMC)
to be headed by the water
resources minister. It is pro-
posedtoreplacetheNational Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga (NMCG).
TheNational Councilfor Ganga
and the NMCG are currently
implementing the Namami

3
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After passing a slew of mea-
suresto rejuvenate the Ganga
between Haridwar and
Unnao, the National Green

Gange programme.
TheIDCisproposedtohave
19 members. These include
Union ministers of water
resources, environment, urban
development, power, rural devel-

Rt
nga propos

NGT shifts focus on Phasedl of Ganga rejuvenation

- Tribunal has now shifted

focusto cleanthe next stretch
of the river passing through
Allahabad and Varanasi.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice Swatan-
ter Kumar has convened a

opment, drinking water and
sanitation, chief ministers of
five Gangabasin states and five
co-opted experts.

The NRGBMC would have
13 members, including secre-

Nai Duniys {(Hindi)
The Times of India (&)

es 2 new bodies

meeting of all stakeholders
involved in cleaning of the
river from Unnao in Uttar
Pradesh to the state'sborder
with Bihar to chalk out an

_ action plan for cleaning the

Ganga.

taries of ministries of water
resources, environment, NITI
Aayog's deputy chairman,
central pollution control board
chairperson and five experts
from the IDC.
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Parichayats

. -govt of forging

. JAYMAZOOMDAAR

< INEW DEL’HI, JULYA4.0

* THREELEPCHAgrampanchayats
. of North Sikkim haveaccused the

, districtadministration of forgery.
and suppression:of factsin fur-
nishing consentunderthe Forest

i

N

i

Rights Actforthe520 MW Teesta
stage IV hydel pewerproject. -~ -

Lepchas arg recognised as
one of ~the #Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups, whose

*** rights are tobe protected by state
" governments while diverting

forest land.

In a submission tothe Union

Ministries of Environment and
“Tribal Affairs,and the:Governor
and Chief Ministerof the state, the
gram panchayatsFriday claimed
that three out-of ferir,gram sab-
has held between November
.2016 and May 2017 rejected the
-Rs 3,703-crore hydel project.
The panchayats alleged that
the district administration did
not forward tworejections tothe
Union Environment Ministry
and forged signatures of the
members of thethird gram
sabha to furnish a false resolu-
tion in favourof the project.
According tothe submission,
~ the district administration had
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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Teesta projecgs
_. projecy
accepted the request to postpone the gram
sabha meeting on Teesta IV as most mem-
bers.of Lum Gor Sangtok gram panchayat
were unavailable for the proposed May 13
event. But the administration allegedly went
ahead and heid a gram sabha on “FRA
awareness” and subsequently senta forged
resolution to the Environment Ministry.

“That May 13 gram sabha and its reso-
lutions were anyway illegal. Moreover, at
least 10 of those who signed the attendance
register were either not on the voter's listof
the village or not present at the meeting.
We will hold a press conference in Gangtok
tomorrow with specifics of those outsiders
and the forged signatures,” said Topgay
Lepcha, secretary of Lum Gor Sangtok gram
panchayat, adding thata “legal gram sabha”
held on May 30 unanimously rejected the
project.

“Forginga gramsabharesolutionis avery
serious offence. Government officials should
not be biased or work on behalf of project
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Every state part of nation, we

don’t want them to qu

NEW DELHI: “Every state is
a part of the nation and we
don't want them to quarrel,”
said the Supreme Court on
Wednesday, as Karnataka
continued to accuse Tamil
Nadu of breaching the 1924
agreement on Cauvery wa-
ter sharing by enlarging its
area for irrigation.

Appearing for Karnataka,
senior advocate F S Nariman
submitted before a three-judge
bench presided over by Justice
Dipak Misra that the real
shares for each state should be
determined on the basis of
need.

He said the factors which
should be considered included
contribution of water by each
state, its population and cul-
tivable area to raise the crop.

The Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal was to give due weight
to climatic factors, hydrological

Covering L.

cycle, engineering factors and
geographical positions in the
basin to determine the need for
each state.

“The tribunal had to first ad-
judicate the shares of states by
the principle of suitable appor-
tionment, without reference to
any diversion/utilisations made
by party states. It would then
have become apparent as to
whether or not any party state.
had appropriated in excess of **
its equitable share in the wa-
ters,” Nariman said.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Amitava Roy and AM
Khanwilkar, observed that
thereis no chance of the matter

being referred back to the tri- .

bunal again. The court would
continue to hear arguments on
part of Karnataka on Thursday
on the civil appeals also filed
by Tamil Nadu against the tri-
bunal's decision.

DH News Service

Yie

IR

arrel: SC

Agitators resort to unlque protest.

MADDUR (MANDYA DiS-
TRICT): Continuing their
protest against the release of
water to Tamil Nadu from KRS
dam, members of Kasturi Kar-
nataka Janapara Vedike tried
to grab attention by burying
themselves in soil, at Maddur
ke, on Wednesdav
“"The protest entered the sixth
day on Wednesday. The pro-
testers dug earth with excava-
tors, and buried themselves
partially in the soil, saying,
“Give us water or bury us com-
pletely”

Tahsildar S Harsha visited
the spot and pacified them. He
promised the agitators that he
has already submitted a report
tothe government and has sug-
gested releasing water into
canals. He advised them to con-
tinue with their protest in a

Members of a Kannada organisation stage a protest by
partially burying themselves, against releasing water to
Tamil Nadu, in Maddur taluk, Mandya district on Wednesday. |

peaceful manner instead of re-

sorting to such gimmicks.
Yielding to his request, the

protesters came out of the pits,

but threatened to continue with
the proteststill the government |
decides to stop releasing water.
DH News Service ‘



Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

] News item/letter/article/editorial pubiished on

Hindustan Times \—"

v 7/ lnthé;

M.P.Chromicie

Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

.

Nav Bharat Time$ (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Heraid

and documented at Bhagirath(f:jnglish)& Publicity Section, CWC.

HawoC NE suffers

" the most as normal
life thrown out of gear
dueto landslides

" HT Correspondents
E o letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Heavy rains have
" killed 74 people, including 70
. ‘from the Northeast, and dis-
- placed thousandsinthe past15

, days.

predicted an increase in the
. intensity of rains, with the mon-
soon moving towards north-
west India. The monsoon has
covered Maharashtra and Guj-
arat and parts of southern
Rajasthan and western Madhya
" Pradesh, apart from the North-
east.

Heavy rainslashed suburban
Mumbai, leading to waterlog-
gingand trafficjams.

In Rajasthan, a sub-divi-

cle were washed away by asud-
den currentinariver. Hisbody
isyet toberecovered.

At least 50 people died in -

ficod-related incidents of
drowning, landslides and
electrocution in Assam till
Thursday.

In Madhya Pradesh, many
areas in Rewa and Satna were
submerged and the authorities
have relocated hundreds to
safer places.

SK Dey, meteorologist at
India Meteorological depart-
ment (IMD), Bhopal, said an
alert hasbeen issuedin western
MP such as Indore, Ratlam,
Agar Malwa, Jhabua, Alirajpur,
UjjainandBarwaniforthenext
94 hours. The state government
has deferred local body elec-
tions in Dhar and Barwani,
where houses of 15,000 people
will be submerged because of
release of additional water from
the Sardar Sarovar Dam
because of rains.

Weather department officials
said the rains were good for sec-
ondround of sowing and would
mean higher agricultural out-
put this year.

The weather departmenthas

sional magistrate and his vehi- -

i

wVillagers use a boat as they row past partially submefged houses af a flood

—affecf!d Viilg in :

Morigaon district of Assam on Friday. / - PTIPHOTO
WO\ g

Monsoon tears \

Life in parts of Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and aimost the whole of Northeast india "
has been thrown out of gear by monsoon ‘

CRAIASTHAN T
n.A sub-division magistrate

swept away in swollen river -
in Banswara districtiin sauth
Rajasthan . ,

wHeavy rains have lashed

in Laptap village on Tuesday -

mWater supply to Naharlagun
and Nirajali-towns hit *

® Road connection to Itariégar

ganswara ag\d nearby remains nearly cut

istricts submerging man i .

homes Y ASSAM R
i : i 749 peaple had died till
MADHYA PRADESH ~ “Thursday across the sfate
250.4 mm rainfall in ¥4 1743 lakh people in 26 of
state since June 1against the 32 districts:remain affected
normal rainfall of 252.8 mm 13 lakh domestic animals
290.7 mm rain in east * - and poultry have also been
N}P, against a normal rainfall affected ‘ :
of 285.4 mm. 2% excess rajn .
than the average %\Lﬁg;ge\g"ages have been
219.4 mm sainfali in 86 00 o -
Western MP against a 86,000 hectares are crop
normal of 2277 mm il area affected '

A ’/_’__/ k 3,385 houses damaged
MIZORAM' F . MAMIPUR . - NAGALAND
. ‘ ined iniuries ot e B killed and five othersini
13 killedand 11 others su:sjcamefi_ Ir?jur;f:s 4Q,ol(t)o hf“‘g'es of when a bridge collapsed in
1.3 lakh people in all eight districts in ~~ 237Y tural land Dimapur.on Tuesday
the state affected by floods and affected 20 houses damaged by
landslides ' u ‘cntjc?rhg%_ﬂlr-iig?m landslides in Dimpur-on Thursday
. o i

3,400 houses d?mage‘j ; f:iamaged % ® Dimapur-Kohima NH29 was
#15.57 crore is the estimated value damaged near Kiruphema village
of damage ) .

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
14 of family killed in‘a landslide -

RO S . - B —_—

Rain claims 74 lives across cout

Maha farme:
plea against
for ‘wrong fc

Faisal Malik and Ba rjee

........ e ar e igaoabessniet

MUMBAI:AfarmerfromBeeddis—
trict has filed a complaint
against Colaba and Pune
weather stations of Indian Mete-
orological Department (IMD) for
their ‘misleading’ forecast.

* Inhis complaint with Dindrud
police in Marathwada region,
GangabheeshanThavrehas said

_ hehad started sowing based on
IMD forecast but there was no :
_ rain after:a brief spell causing

him huge financijal losses.

He has accused the IMD of
cheating farmers and alleged
connivance between IMD offi-
cials and seed and fertilizer com-
panies for giving inaccurate
forecast.

" This is for the first time such -
_complainthasbeenfiledagainst
™MD '

RS Sanap, apoliceinspectorof -

Dindrud police, said it wasnot -

- possible for them to registeran
FIRpasedon suchacomplaintas
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Maha farmer files -

Faisal Malik and Badri Chatterjee

» taisal malik@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A farmer from Beed dis-
trict has filed a complaint
against Colaba and Pune
weather stations of Indian Mete-
orologicalDeparmlent(IMD) for
their ‘misleading’ forecast.

Inhis complaint with Dindrud
police in Marathwada region,
GangabheeshanThavre hassaid
he had started sowing based on
IMD forecast but there was 1o
rain after a brief spell causing
him huge financial losses.

He has accused the IMD of
cheating farmers and alleged
connivance between IMD off1-
cials and seed and fertilizer com-
panies for giving inaccurate
forecast.

This is for the first time such
complaint has been filed against
IMD. :

RS Sanap, a police inspector of
Dindrud police, said it was not
possible for them to register an
F'Bbased onsuchacomplaintas

——

plea against Met
for ‘wrong forecast”

il

what IMD issues is aforecast.

“We havetoverify the charges
and consider its legal point of
view as well before filing a case
in the matter,” Sanap told HT. ’

Officials from the Pune’
weather bureau in-charge of
issuing predictions said they had '
been made aware about the com-
plaint. “All our predictions over,
the last three months are being';
analysed by our office. The issue.
has been escalated to our head
office in New Delhi. We willbe’
issuing a release once we get q 1
clarity on the matter,” saidasen-
ior official from the meteorologi-
cal services for agriculture 'm\l
India under IMD.

The weather bureau in New
Delhi said they would respond to-
the allegations once they werej
communicated aboutit.

“We are not a commercial:
agency, and wework for the pub-}
lic good. Every year we make:
efforts toimprovise aur abilities.
and deliver better services,” said
IMD director Dr KJ Ramesh.
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