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FLOOD AFTERMATH AT

Nepal tries to bring back rhino

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

HT espondent oo ‘ more injungles along the
" aTetters@hindustantimes.com Nepal-India border.
Chitwan National Park’s

KATHMANDU: The devastating

information officer, Nuren-

floods in Nepal havenot only draAryal, was quoted assay-
killed 120 people and dis- ingthat Nepalese authorities
placedtens ofthousands but hadlocated a two-year-old
theyhavealso destroyed the baby rhinoat Bagaha,42km
habitat of wild animals and southeast of BalmikiNagarin |
sweptaway several endan- India; and were in touch with ‘
gered one-horned rhinos to Indian officials to bringit
India. back.

Officials at Chitwan v Officials are facing difficul-
National Park, famous as the - = . . tiesinbringing back the ani-
habitat of the Royal Bengal * Nepali Army help clean mud left from floods in Kathmandu. arp malsfrom India as the high-

Tiger, one-horpedrhinos and

way onthe Nepaleseside s

elephants, are preparingto Accordingto Nepal’s the pasttwodays. One was submerged. Security person-
bring back the animals Swept  nationalnews agencyRSS, founddead whileatwo-year- nelhavebeen deployedin bor-
away todifferent places . authoritieshavebeen search-  oldrhinowas detectedinan derareastoprotect the dis-
within Nepaland toIndia. ingforthe missing rhinos for Indian settlement and four placed rhinos and elephants.
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Assam floods kill 11

more, toll crosses 120

GUWAHATE: The second wave of
floods in Assam claimed 1] liveg
on Wednesday, takingthe death
tollt039. The firgt wavegnding
mid-July hag laimed 843ives.
Officials of AssmStatagy ;
ter Managemept.
(ASDMA)said thed
drowning were

: ofmeMﬂood-aﬂ’éded&shm

“The fresh’?‘?ﬁéé‘d"
affected 33.45]akh eo

~total 123 has heen Unpreced
dented. Besides, flash floods and::

and Tripura. - :

Meanwhi]e, railway commy.
nicationinthe Northeast contin.
ued to be disrupted because of
flood affecteq portions in Bihar
and West Bengal.

“Railway Board has directed
all zona) railways to cancel
trains travelling from various
barts of the country beyond
Malda (West Bengal) town and
Kaﬁhar,(Bihar) till August 29,
However, for the benefit of
stranded passenger, railway hag

@>éo00e o

arrangedspecial traing between
Guwahati andDalkholain West
Bengal,” Pranav g yoti Sharma,
spokesperson ofNortheastFron-
tier Railway, saiq.

- Airlineshave cashedinonthe
rail service disruption, hiking
brices of flight tickets to and
from Guwahati by more than

0,

%.

'BIHAR TOLL, REACHES 72
With 31 fresh deaths inthelast4g
hours, the figure forflood casual-
88 rose to 72 in the 14 flood
affected districts of North Bihar
on’Wednesday €venasreports of
thousands of Peoplestranded in
theinteriors of the Champarans
and Seemancha] districts contin-
uedtopourinon Wednesday.
Owingto the alarming situa.
Oncaused by the flash floods,
he state -g0vernment hag
ressedin50rescue teams com-
rising of columns of the Army,
3 .

it

‘the affecteq districts with 279
‘boats for evacuation to nearest
reliefcentres.

Additional secretary disaster
management department Anir-
udhKumar told g that special
relief, operations, Including ajy-
dropping of food packetg by
army helicopters, were being
caniedoutmmaccessible areas,
DParticularly in Araria and Kig.
hanganj districts.




\ A A% 1 \"Y

v-_..v —— ——

~y

E Water stands at about 500 ft at Nagaljunasagar while the average at Srlsallam has fallen below 450-500 tmc ft

Deficit sharing,
an end to contlict

CH. V.M. KRISHNA
RAO | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 15

The mighty Srisailam and
Nagarjunasagar reser-
voirs were storing about
700,000 million cubic feet
of Krishna waters until a
decade ago. They used to
irrigate more than half
the 23 districts of undi-
vided Andhra Pradesh.
Since then, the vagaries
of the monsoon, lack of a
provision to share water
during times of deficit,
and. lately, mutual suspi-

. cion between TS and AP

have contributed to their
decline.

The last time Nagarju-
nasagar was full was in
2013. Water now stands at
about 500 ft, which is an
all-time low, said Nagarj-
unasgar dam chief engi-
neer S. Suneel.

The Srisailam dam used
to receive, on an average,
900 tmc ft of water
Srisailam dam chief engi-
neer Narayana Reddy said
the average has fallen
below 450-500 tmc ft.

This is a matter of
immense concern beca-
use both the Telugu states
have planned to build a
number of projects on the
river Krishna. Besides, a
large extent of land and
many projects in poth
states depend on the two
dams. The two dams
largely get water from
Karnataka’s Almatti and
Narayanpur dams. The
upstream state does not
release water even when
its dams are full because
it is not bound to do so.

This year, the two
Karnataka dams are
brimming over and sup-
plying water to their com-
mand areas. Thanks to
the Godavari water diver-
sion to the Krishna basin,
farmers in the Krishna
delta in AP have started
agricultural operations

Srisailam and Nagarju
nasagar situated midwa
in the course of  the
krishna.  have water

E\Hi”\‘u« S

Apart from thousands of irrigation tanks and lift irrigation
schemes, the Srisailam and Nagarajunasagar system irri-
gates 14 districts, including Hyderabad, in the two states:

TELANGANA STATE:
Hyderabad (for drinking
water), the erstwhile dis-
tricts of Mahbubnagar,
Ranga Reddy, Nalgonda
and Khammam "

ANDHRA PRADESH:
Kurnool, Anantapur,
Kadapa, Chittoor, Nellore
(Somasila and Kandaleru
reservoirs), Prakasam,
Guntur and Krishna.

below the minimum draw
down or dead storage
level.Though both govern-
ments agree that the situ-
ation is worsening, there
is no common strategy to
divert and utilise Goda-
vari water for the dams.

The YS Rajasekhar gov-
ernment had a plan to
link the Godavari with
the Krishna through the
Dum n:.iudem anicut in
Kotliaguuem district to
the Nagarjunasagar tail
pond project (Adavide-
vulapally). Water can be
pumped back to
Nagarjunasagar from the
tail pond project using
reversible turbines that
are already in place.

The plan was shelved
after the TRS government
came to power in 2014 and
confined the
Dummugudem link Ilift
scheme to the erstwhile
Khammam district.

The goverment believes
that there is no guarantee
that the Andhra Pradesh
covernment would share
the common cost of the
project. thouch It would
also benetit

ANDHRA PRADESH:
Nagarjunasagar Right
Branch Canal, Srisailam
Right Branch Canal, Telugu
Ganga, Galeru-Nagari,
Handri-Neeva, -
Mutcchumarri lift,
Veligonda, Somasila,
Kandaleru, Pulichintala,

ney?t Krishna delta in Andhra

|

Pradesh.

TELANGANA STATE:
Hyderabad city drinking
water project, Mission

. Bhagiratha, Kalwakurthy
lift, Palamuru-Rangareddy,
Dindi and Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (Alimineti
Madhav Reddy).

~ing the

Tribunal to act quick on
Krishna water

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 15

The Godavari can coine to
the rescue of the-Krishna.
But that needs a quick
action by the Justice

Brijesh Kumar tribunal

and cooperation between
the two Telugu states.

The tribunal has not
divided Krishna waters
between the Telugu
states. TS and AP will not
move on the matter till
they know how much
water they will get.

The tribunal is working
on redistributing the
1,004 tmc ft of Krishna
waters  allocated by
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal (KWDT)-2
between Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana states

The present arrange-
ment. as decided by the

Central water resources
ministry, is that AP can
use 512 tmc ft and
Telan:zenrn 299 tme ft out
of the 8.. tmec ft allotted
by the KWDT-1. But even
this quantum of water
has not reached the two
dams for the last three
years.

Both TS and AP have
started spending huge
funds to pump water from
surplus to deficit areas.
The Pranahitha-
Kaleswaram lift irriga-
tion project of the TS gov-
ernment is estimated to
cost nearly %1 lakh crore.

After the successful
completion of the Patti-
seema lift scheme. which
brings the Godavari
water to the Krishna. the
AP government is now
planning to lift 500 tme ft
of the Godavari water to

ycati
the Somasila project in
Nellore district, covering
command areas of differ-
ent projects en route. The
estimates for the project
cost have not been pre-
pared but a ball park fig-
ure is 50,000 crore.

While agreeing that the
Godavari water could be
diverted to Nagarjun-
asagar and Srisailam to
make up for water scarci-
ty in the Krishna when it
is felt in TS, irrigation
minister T. Harish Rao
said, “It will need a com-
bined effort by both TS
and AP governments in
deciding various logistics
and sharing of cost. But,
first, the Brijesh Kumar
tribunal has to decide the
Krishna allocations
between our two states so
that we can think of
diverting the Godavari.”

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 15

If you think nature’s
bounty needs to be
shared, think again.

The tribunals oversee-
division of
Krishna water between
Maharashtra, Karnataka
and undivided Andhra
Pradesh (and now
Telangana state) did not
envisage a system where
the upper states like
Karnataka would share
both joy and sorrow with
the downstream states.

Called deficit sharing,
the system allocates
month-wise and quan-
tum-wise sharing of
water between the four
states based on their enti-
tlement.

If this system were in
place, the Almatti Dam in
Karnataka would hold the
quantum of water it is
entitled to and release the
rest downstream. The
Narayanapur, Jurala,
Srisailam, Tungabhadra
and Nagarjunasagar
dams wownstream would
follow suit.

This would be crucial,
especially in the years
when the water flow is
less. It would provide a
minimum guarantee of
water which can be used
for drinking or irrigation.

Way back in 1976,
Justice R.S. Bachawat,
heading the Krishna
Waters Dispute Tribunal
(KWDT)-1, did not men-
tion deficit sharing in the
award. The KWDT-2 final
award in 2013 by Justice
Brijesh Kumar also did
not mention deficit shar-
mg.

Deficit sharing is not in
the terms of reference of
the Brijesh Kunmar

WASHED
AWAY

g The Big Two
reservoirs have lost
nearly 200 tmc ft
storage capacity
over the years due
to sedimentation
and silt.

E Nagarjunasagar,
till a decade ago,
used to have 425
tmc ft storage
capacity. Now, it
can store only 312
tmc ft of water

¥ Srisailam dam
could hold 303 tmc
ft of water. its re-
estimated storage
capacity has fallen
to 215 tmc ft.

F The reservoirs
were built based on
75 % dependability
of inflows, that
means there will be
assured water sup-
ply for 75 years in
every 100 years.
But of late, there is
below 50 % depen-
dability due to
decrease of inflows
year after year due
to increased utili-
sation in upstream
states.

Tribunal that is hearing
arguments among the two
Telugu states over wate
sharing.
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