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Over 100 deadin Keralafloods

41 rivers above danger mark; Shutters of 4 dams opened; PM arrives today

REUTERS

SREEVALSAN TK

bulent lakes, midlands housed
an array of refugee camps and
hilly tracts further eastward
reported repeated landslides,
as monsoons pounded Kerala
with renewed vigour on Thurs-
day, taking the toll to over 100.

Roads virtually turned
canals, train services faced
delays, the state's busiest air-
port has been shut down, and
the only metro rail had to be
suspended for a day.

The spectre of rising floods
effectively eclipsed the "Great
Flood of 99", which had been
the biggest rain-triggered
catastrophe the coastal land
had suffered in recent history.
That happened almost a cen-
tury ago, in 1924 (in 1099 going
by the Malayalam calendar),
but that largely affected what
now comprises the south-cen-
tral half of the state. Unlike
that, Kerala today has all its 14
districts under water for a
week, wreaking massive hav-
oc that has prompted the state
to declare ared alert across the
territory and the Centre tojoin
rescue operations.

This time as well, south-cen-
tral Kerala has been the
worst-affected with state's
third-longest river Pampa,
which chiefly lines
Pathanamthitta district,
breaching banks in several
stretches down the 176-km
course. The central districts of
Thrissur and Palakkad, too,
had several of its vital rivers
such as Chalakudy and
Bharatapuzha overflowing,
while upstate Malabar saw
rainwater gushing into hous-
es and triggering landslips in
a big way. All but four of the
state’s 39 dams have opened
shutters, while 41 of Kerala's
44 rivers are flowing above
the danger mark.

Social media was flooded®

with posts on the deluge as

Aflooded Cochin international airport; (below) a man rescues a youth on city outskirts on Thursday.

TRIBUNE PHOTO

25 TRAINS CANCELLED

. TILLAUG26

teams rushed to state

Cochin airport to remain shut

35 NDRF

taking shelter in relief camps

1.5 LAKH

people shared their experi-
ences on Facebook with pho-
tos and videos, passed on
WhatsApp messages listing
helpline numbers and
tweeted about the gravity of
the calamity. Mischief too
continued to play its role
with the spread of fake
news, false alarms and pan-
ic-triggering rumours.

As educational institutions
closed a week before schedule
for Onam vacation, refugee
camps began getting crowded
and more people stranded in
hom&s ChiefMinister Pinarayi

Vijayan called Prime Minister
Narendra Modi yet again on
Thursday, seeking additional
help. The Army, Navy and Air
Force are already helping the
state's police, rescue operators
and disaster management
teams. Modi, after attending
the funeral of his predecessor
AB Vajpayee in Delhi, is sched-
uled to fly to Kerala to take
stock of the situation.

The Cochin international air-
port, which caters to two-third
of Kerala's air traffic move-
ment, was closed on August 15.
Sources said its operations are

likely to remain suspended till
August 26, during which the
airports in Kozhikode and the
capital city of Thiruvanantha-
puram will be the take-off and
touchdown cities in the state.
Kochi metro, for the first
time in its 14-month history,
suspended on Wednesday its
train traffic linking the city
with its suburbs, but resumed
operations partly after 30
hours. The weather depart-
ment has predicted more
rains, especially over the
weekend, owing to the forma-
tion of a low-pressure trough.
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Centre rushes Army units to K_erala;'/’fé
_people along Periyar river shifted

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT rescue teams, aided by me-
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM chanised equipment, were
As many as 24 persons lost  busy through the day sifting
their lives in various rain-re-  through landslips to bring
lated incidents in Kerala on = out survivors. - \
Wednesday, taking the toll in The government has is-
the latest monsoon spell to . sued ared alert for Wayanad,
64 since August 8. ‘ Kozhikode, Kannur, Kasara-
Twelve people were bu-  god, Malappuram, Palakkad,
ried alive in two separate  Idukki and Ernakulam dis-
landslips that followed inces-  tricts on Thursday after the
sant rain in Malappuram, weather office warned of
. While nine persons were  heavy rainfall. A holiday has
buried under a huge mass of = been declared for education-
soil at Peringavu near Vaz-  al institutions in 10 districts
hayur in the afternoon, three - and all public examinations
members of a family died in  have been postponed.
sleep when their house Munnar ‘was. isolated by
caved in at Kaithakunda near  landslips and the surging wa- .-
Pulikkal in the early hours, | ters from the Mattupetty
Within hours, another tra- . dam, fed by copious rain in
gedy struck at Peringavu, thecatchment areas. The wa-
less than 10 km from Pulik-  ter level in the Idamalayar
kal, Nine people, including = dam also crossed the full re-
five of a family, were buried  servoir level, while that in
under a huge chunk of a bro-  the Idukki dam crossed the
ken hill that fell on them. 2,398 ftmark. o £
A joint rescue team led by, People along both banks
Army personnel recovered - of the Periyar river were
the bodies of the victims af- ~ shifted to safer places after

| ter removing a huge layer of  the water level rose by more
‘mud. than 1.5 m on Tuesday.

The shutters of the Pam-

Picture of devastation pa, Kakki and Anathode

Central Kerala and the north- + dams were also raised to in-
ern districts were a picture of  crease the discharge and sta-
devastation on Wednesday, bilise the water level in th
with heavy monsoon rain in-  reservoirs. i has
undating vast tracts of land. :
Swollen - rivers  breached = Train services suspended
banks and tore through set-  The Southern Railway had to
tlements and farmlands. Wi- suspend train services on the
despread crop damage was ~ Thiruvananthapuram-Nager-
reported across the State. coil route following a land-
Jr' Munnar town in: Idukki slip at Eraniel and that bet- .
and Sabarimala 'in Patha- ween  Kollam-Shencottah.
namthitta were cut off by rag- . Train = services on other
ing floodwaters. routes were also regulated .
On a request for help from - due to flooding of tracks.
the State government, the Landslips and flooding dis-
Centre despatched Army un- -+ rupted road traffic along the
its in. three Air Force planes  Kozhikode-Mysore Toute as -
to Kerala to help the civilian - well. : b
administration tackle the cri- - = «The current spell of rain is
sis. attributed to a depression ov-
As emergency  services  er coastal Odisha which de-

A Sit : A

% X Moving to safety: (clockwise from top) Rescue personnel assisting people out of a flooded area near Kochi; family members
toiled hard to rescue resi- VEIOP?d on  Wednesday  shifting a 98-year-old woman from their flooded home in Upper Kuttar :d village of Niranom; and rescuers evacuating people
dents from flooded colonies,  morning. : : from a flooded locality in Thiruvananthapuram =i, RADHAKRISHNAN KUTTC(. B : ;
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Trevellers swept to death,
30 stranded at MP waterfall

Vlral videos showed a group of 8-10 youngsters desperately trying to hold on as they were pounded by the raglng, churning torrent and swept over the‘
edge within seconds at Sultanpur waterfall in MP. Those who have survived so far were lucky to be on a rock about 50 feet upstream

Air Force,
NDRF Mount
Rescue Ops

Times NEws NETWORK

Bhopal: Independence Day
revelry turned into a trage-
dy when at least seven pic-
nickers were swept to their
death in a flash flood at Sul-
tanpur waterfall in Shivpuri
district of Madhya Pradesh.
IAF choppers and NDRF per-
sonnel are trying to rescue
about 30 others, who are
stranded on a rock, with wa-
terrisingall around.

While unofficial sources

putthetollatil, officials con-
firmed only seven deaths. Vi-
ral videos show a group of 8-
10 youngsters desperately
trying to hold on as they are
pounded by the raging,
churningtorrent and are re-
peatedly swept over the edge
within seconds.

Those who have survived
so far were lucky to be on a
rock about 50 feet upstream.
The group that got swept
away was far too close to the
edge of the waterfall.

Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan tweeted that seven
people had been rescued and
efforts were being made to
recover the rest. Two bodies
have been found so far —
both deceased are said to be

from Gwalior. Sultanpur
waterfall is about an hour’s
drive from Gwalior and
Shivpuri on the Agra-Mum-
bai highway. It’s a popular
picnic spot and hundreds
had gathered on I-Day. Police

said that many of them were

bathing in what was then a
gentle stream. Suddenly,
around 4.30pm, the water
level started rising. Locals
screamed for the picnickers
to get out immediately but
many couldn’t realise they
were in danger.

Witnesses say that the
river went from atrickletoa

torrent in about 30 seconds.
Heavy rainfall in the upper
reaches on Wednesday eve-
ning had created the perfect
conditions for a flash flood

that took everyone unawares.
Some reports said that water
release from a dam was re-
sponsible, but officials de-

niedit.

Rescue operations were
initially hampered due to in-
cessant rain and then due ti
darkness. Shivpuri SPRajesh
Hingankar and Gwalior SP
Navneet Bhasin rushed to the
spot. “We are not sure how
many people have drowned.
We are focusing on rescue,”
said Bhasin. An SOS was sent
to the IAF's Maharajpura air-
base in Gwalior and they re-
sponded immediately. Seven
persons had been rescued by

10pm, and the IAF personnel

were still at it despite bad
weather. Those stranded are

: iny 100feet from the edge.
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Inflow at Mettur touChés 1.45 lakh cusecs

SYED MUTHAHAR SAQAF

S.P, SARAVANAN
METTUR/ERODE

The district administrations
in Salem, Dharmapuri and
Erode were on full alert on
Wednesday following heavy
inflows into the rivers Cauv-
ery and Bhavani.

There was a sudden spurt
in the realisation of water in
the Cauvery at Mettur on
Wednesday, and the entire
inflow was discharged into
the river for yet another
day.

Following  heavy dis-
charge of water from the Ka-
bini and Krishnaraja Sagar
dams in Karnataka, the in-
flow into the Mettur dam,
which stood at 1.22 lakh cu-

i

Swept away: Floodwaters |nundating'a village in Erode district. =m. sov;xéfnm

15 fishermen go missing

‘ L& o8
Discharge could be increased to two lakh cusecs, says Erode Collector; several dams close to filling up

Districts put on alert

Dangerous surge

Copius rains in catchment areas have pushed up the storage

Mettor | 1205

level at major dams. A look at their current position:

Outﬂow*

1 1,20,800 (©1,20,800

s8cy (Cubic fref v second) » : - ’ Bhavani Sagar | 10198 303 40,000 | 45,000
on Wednesday morning, P. SUDHAKAR + nanthapuram - Nagercoil the verge of reching maxi- Al : ;
rose to 1.45 lakh cusecs at 4 ~ S: SUNDAR and Punalur-Sengottai ~ mum storage « level. Dis- Amaravathi 87.8 3.84 11,968 11,629
p-m.- ~ the highest ‘inithe : TRYNEWRLI/MAPLRAL . sections. 2 charge of water from Papa- Aliyar 118 37 6,081 6,480
current season. Fifteen fishermen went mis- Kanniyakumari Collector —nasam dam and Servalar T T 5 758 1 e
As the dam was surpluss-  sing in Kanniyakumari dis-  Prashant M. Wadanere has  dam that was stepped up Perynehani f3 4. A 0,360
trict and one person was declared holiday for all triggered floods in the Tami- # thousand iillion cubic feet £ $euplic feekper second

ing, the entire inflow was
discharged into the Cauvery
through the 16-vent surplus
weir sluices and the Ther-
mal plant sluices. The water
level at the dam stood at
120.29 ft (93.934 thousand
million cubic feet, :

Salem Collector Rohini R.
Bhajibhakare inspected the
dam and visited the low-ly-
ing areas in Mettur town.

‘Ms. Bhajibhakare said the
government machinery was
on high alert.

The Erode district admi-
nistration asked people in
low-lying areas in Bhavani
and Kodumudi to move to
safer locations. Over 90 fa-
milies were shifted to relief
camps. Collector S. Prabha-
kar said that since the dis-
charge could be increased
to two lakh cusecs, officials

were monitoring the flow of -

water and had asked people

¢ /not to enter the river.

At Biligundlu, the inflow
was 1,90,000 cusecs late on
Wednesday. Even as the
Central Water Commission
alerted the downstream
areas of an increased re-
lease from the Kabini and
Krishna Raja Sagar dams
leading to a surge in'inflow
into the Mettur dam to
around 2 lakh cusecs, Hoge-

killed in Tirunelveli district
as the overnight torrential
rain led to flooding in parts
of the two districts on Wed-
nesday. Landslips disrupted
train services on Thiruya-

schools ‘and  colleges ' on
Thursday: The rain caused
extensive damage to roads
and standing crops.

Eight of the 11 reservoirs
in Tirunelyeli district are on

nakkal had already wit-
nessed a steady rise in in-
flow from 1.70 lakh cusecs
in the afternoon to 1.90 lakh
cusecs in the evening.

Bhavani Sagar brimming
In Erode, after 11 years, the
water level at the Bhavani
Sagar dam crossed 102 feet,
as against the Full Reservoir
Level (FRL) of 105 feet.

Around 50,000 cusecs was

released into the Bhavani,
resulting in water entering
houses in low-lying areas
and submerging standing
crops. ‘ :

The discharge led to wa-
ter entering over 75 houses
located in low-lying areas in
the Sathyamangalam block
while three houses in Dod-
dampalayam in Velliyampa-
layam Panchayat were dam-
aged.

* Standing crops, including
banana, maize and turmer-
ic, cultivated in hundreds of
acres in lands located on

both sides of the River Bha-
vani got submerged as wor-
ried farmers waited for the
water to recede.

People thronged the dam
area in large numbers to get
a glinipse of the water flow,

‘leading to traffic conges-

tion. Collector S. Prabhakar
inspected the dams and said
that a round-the-clock con-
trol room was functioning
at the Collectorate, and peo-
ple could call the toll-free

- number 1077 for flood-relat-

ed information.

Likewise, due to inces-
sant rain in Udhagamanda-
lam and catchment areas of
the Pilloor dam, the inflow
into the Pilloor dam stood
over 29,500 cusecs on Wed-
nesday. The water level was

97 feet, against ifs capacity -

of 100 feet. A 67-year old
man, Madheswaran, of Tha-
dam near Mettupalayam,
slipped into the Bhavani riv-
er but was rescued by Fire

and Rescue Services per-

rabharani. = Following = in-
structions from  Collector
Shilpa Prabhakar Satish, offi-
cials on Tuesday night alert-
ed people living close to the
watercourse

sonnel on Tuesday.

The water level of Aliyar
dam stood at 119 feet as
against its capacity of 120
feet. The Amaravathy dam
in Tirupur district was also
filling up fast.

All vehicles proceeding to
Punalur in Kerala from Tiru-
nelveli  district  were
stopped after 8 p.m. follow-
ing a request from the Kol-
lam Collector to stopvehic-
ular movement via Puliyarai
(Tirunelveli district) due to

“landslides.

The Tirunelveli district
administration declared a
holiday  on Thursday for
schools and colleges in Ten-
kasi, Sengottai, Kadayanal-
lur, - Sivagiri, V.K. Pudur,
Alangulam, Ambasamu-
dram and Cheranmahadevi
under Tenkasi Revenue Di-
visional Office.

~(With input from PV. Sri-
vidya in Dharmapuri and R.
Arivanantham in Coimba-
tore)

B District

Namaidal

Peuple who have been moved to relief camps
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Revenue and Disaster Man-
agement ' Minister R,B.
Udayakumar on Wednes-

day said the district auth-

orities in low-lying areas
along the Cauvery have
been instructed to take
adequate measures to tack-
le the prevailing flood sit-
uation due to heavy dis-
charge of water from the

Mettur, Bhayani Sagar and

Amaravathi dams. The dis-
charge is estimated to
touch 2 lakh cusecs at
Mayanur.

“People have been in-
structed to move to safer
places. The district admi-
nistrations in Dharmapuri,
Salem, Erode, Namakkal,
Karur, Tiruchi, Ariyalur,
Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, Na-
gapattinam and Cuddalore
have been told to instruct
people not to engage in
swimming or fishing dur-
ing the water discharge

L

from Cauvery sources,” he
told reporters in Chennai.

People living in low-ly-
ing areas had been asked to
move to saferJocations and
not to take selfies in front
of water bodies, Mr. Udaya-
kumar said.

The = Minister . said
though * announcements
were being made through
loudspeakers to people in
low-lying areas, the admi-
nistrative officials had been
instructed not to create
panic among the public.

Inter Departmental Zo-
ngl Teams were closely
monitoring the situation,
he said. He noted that the
Indian Meteorological De-
partment had warned of
heavy rain in certain parts
of - Nilgiris, Coimbatore,
Theni, Dindigul and Tiru-
nelveli districts on August
15 and 16, and that fisher-
men had been asked not to
go fishing in the Bay of
Bengal.
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make warehouse space available f

itsaw a sharprise inrice and Wheat
_procurement . with aggressive

ing. As of end-June, it had a record
24.3 million tonnes of rice and 43.8
mt of wheat.

mt of both, bringing down ‘their

] record level. -

“FCI along with state agenmes
including state warehousing corpo-
| rations (STCs), recorded a total pro-
| curement of wheat at 35.19 mt for
i the current season, 2018-19, follow-
ing a bumper output. Because of the

under Cover and Plinth Storage,
which hasbeen pnormSed for sa]e
said an FCI official. =
. An e-mail sentto senior FCI: ofﬁ-
mals for this report did not ehc1t a
Tesponse. - i
~ - Amit Agarwal dlrector of Star
Agri Warehousing and Collateral
Management, believes the govern-
-ment would notlike to release huge

e

i|' ‘next season’s procurement, as well
| as to calm the heated market.
Afterrecord grain outputin2017-18,

-Minimum Support Price (MSP)buy- e

_ system ahead of kharif paddy s
_ing. For, this would have hug
i = Since then, it has released 53

total inventory in the central pool
at 62.7 mt. However, even th1s isa .
“Sale Scheme and the Public

lack of scientific storage facilities,
~ some quantity of rice and wheat is
“pnces crash.” said Agarwal.

'quantltles' of rice and wheat into the

beanng on the ] pnce of these twé~
imajor cereals. "
“Normally, FCI releases small
- quantities through the Open Market

‘Distribution System (PDS) between
June and September. From October,
it expedites sale of foodgrain to evac-
uate space for next season’s pro-
curement and for fund raising.
_Thus, we can expect FCI toreleasea
larger quantity from October, rather
than now, in order to not: le‘t fheu"

“The current stock of rice and

- wheatin FCT's central ‘poolisnearly
- 30 per cent of the total production,

which was 210 mt for 2017- 18, from

; 2082mttheprevmusyear Fisr

“The government will have to
_relyupon PDS for release of rice, due
_tothe lack of bulk consumers in this

~-segment. For wheat, however, they

sell large guantmes to’ ﬂour mllls

nd other such consumers, which
ﬁeiwould»sﬁmto release now, (per-
haps) six-seven mt. In myview, FCI
is waiting for the wheat price to
move up to commence its selling to

- bulk consumers,” said Sanjay Kaul,

1managing director at National
‘Collateral Management Services.

- Experts believe the government
- is committed to buy wheat and rice
“ from Punjaband Haryana, given the
political forces there. So, irrespec-
“tive of sale, FCI'would continue to

~procure atthe MSP from farmers in
“these two states. :

~ “ECIprocures foodgram 10 meet
the buffer needs of states. In a case
~of sumlus production, the demand

- for riceand wheat goes down, result-
" ing in no takers for ECI’s inventory.

~Apart from that, the quality of grain
‘supplied through the PDS is also an
Jissue for repeat orders from con-
‘sumers,”says Vijay Sardana, an agri-
culture expert.
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Mcleod = ' Goodricke *
Russel

' Azam Monem, director at
McLeod Russel, the world’s the.

i the gaxdensmlghtbemmmed

~ For McLeod Russel, employee 'f

' benefit expenses accountfora
little over 45 per cent atnéarly
38 4bﬂhon ofthe total annual

_ mentwo kforce.” headded.
dricke Group's outgoon f
i employee benefits and wages
E Were“34per cent or nearly 324
i bﬂhonofatotalyearlyexpense =
- of %7 billion. For DhunseriTea : a
-and Industries, it is 36 per cent compam&swﬂl be able to cur-
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~,b1ru and Knshna ‘Raja Sagar
dams in. Karnataka. The dis-
tricts that ‘were put on alert
- were Krishnagiri, Dharmapu-
7i, Salem, Erode, Namiakkal, f
& ‘Karur,  Tiruchi, Thanjavur
Lo Nagapamnam Tlruvarur and;

He A of Thursday, 2 Iakh cusecs
‘of water from Kabini and
- Krishna ,Raga Sagar dams
50 OOO fc«usecs from* havam" ;

- .mster ‘R. Kamaraj, Textiles

bndges and:éwo channels ére'
bemg repaued Kanmyaku

bélagan, Food Mi-

Mmlster 0.S. Manian and Re- -

~venue Minister R.B. Udhaya-
~ kumar were present m-the
v meetmg %

 Chief Secretary Glrl_]a Val- e

va- -dyanathan ‘Secretaries of va- .
. Tious departments, Commis-
~siener.. ==of .
' Adnnmstrahon K. Satyago- :
pal, Commissioner of Disas-
ter Management Rajendra :
"',;?”Ramo‘o‘VWer‘e alsopresent.

Revenue
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HYDERABAD Heavyramscontm
uedtobatter thenorthernpartsof
; TelanganaandAndhraPradesh
forthesecond successivedayon

~_ernments kept their respectlve
' administrationsonhighalert.
The norl:hern Telangana and

1 ~moved in west- northwest direc-
B JaonandlayoverSouth Chhattis-
L garhandadjommgvmar‘bha -
I © Tt ig very likely to- move‘
* ‘towardsnorth-westdirectionand

weaken gradually into a well-‘
markedlowpressureduringnext
24hours,” Hyderabad meteorol-
0gy department s head . of

. sald
‘In' Telangana the Godavan

" riverand its tributariesare in

{ spateduetoheavyramsmeasur-
', 1ing 10-12 cm, disrupting normal

_ lifein several parts of Adilabad, .

~ Mancherial, Komuram Bheem,

Litricts,
: Accordmgtoreportsreachmg
_ the state capital, several tribal -

- villagesin Komuram Bheemdis- -

_ trictwerecutofffromotherparts
ofthedlsmctduetooverﬂowmg
~ ofstreams:
AtVagapurleageofMavala
 block in Adilabad, five teachers

‘éoverm L XIS & ﬁ'avellmgwascaughtinasfream
i . Forestminister JoguRamanna,

. .who was touring the nearby
_areas,rushedtherealongwitha

' fireengine and managedtores-

: cuetheteachers,butthgcarwas

- Thursday, asboth the state gov-

:weatherforecastDrKNagarama 1]

! Karimnagar and Warangal dis5

- wererescuedfrombeingwashed
-~ away on Thursday morning,
- whenthe'carin whichthey were

*:Washedaway. o
. Telangana chief Immster

K Chandrasekhar Rao held a

hlgh -level review with the offi-
_cialsoftherelief and rehabilita-
 tion departmentsandasked them
~ to be in touch with the district
ﬂadmmlstratlon “He instructed .
" that ministers, MPs, MLAs,
~ MLCsshould beavailable to the
- people in-their respective dis-
_ tricts and constituencies and
“should monitor relief works as
~wellascoordinate w1th pohce and
otherofﬁclals :
InAndhra Pradesh the flood
srtuatmn is very grim as heavy
- rains battered several areas of
Vlsakhapatnam managaram

havenotreturned
. An intense search operatxon
- launched by the Coast Guard

oundthemat Kalingapatnamin
~ Srikakulamdistricthundredsof
kilometres away, caught in a
‘stormy weather.
- Several vﬂlages amldst dlS-
_tributaries of Godavaririver in
- EastGodavariarefacinginunda-
“tion threat due to increasing
_waterlevelsintheriver.

EastGodavanDlstmctcollec-
torKarthlkeyaI\Jlshraaskedthe
‘people to stay indoors and
‘declared athree-day holidayfor
“allschoolsand colleges.
- Meanwhile, heavyrainsin Sri-
kakulam districtresulted in dis-
ruption of road connectnnty to
, everalwﬂages

- Almost all the major dams m
TelanganaandAndhraPradesh
- have been receiving massive .
mﬂows of’ waters :
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illegal felling of 24,777 euca
- lyptus, sheesham and keeka:
“trees to widen the 800-km
{ long Bist-Doab canal dunng
! the SAD-BJPrulein 2016,

widen the canal had klcke
up ‘a row last year aftes

PO St e

‘I both sides of the canal), clas

RS TG ees i

Al Forest Officer (DFO),

~cers of the Pun;ab Forest
Department responsible for

‘The 3270-crore ‘project to .

foresters and environmental-
ists cried foul over trees being
uprooted from aland strip (on

| sified as a protected forest.
il The irrigation canal and its
|| distributaries that meander
| through  Nawanshahr and
il Jalandhardistricts carry Sutlej

ﬂouted norms to megally
ell 24 777 trees m Punjab

lState govt and Forest
epartment to unde;take
ifforestation on area
- equwa]ent tothe “forest -
area destructed =

wa‘oer from Roparheadworks

~ The tribunal’s
i-  Bench, comprising Justice
_ Raghuvendra S Rathore and
_ member Satyawan Singh
t Garbyal, has directed the

~ state to get the case investi-
 gated by an officer not below

r  the rank of Additional Chief
Prmmpal Ch1ef Conservator o
- of Forests (PCCF) Kuldeep i
~ Kumar and former Division-  violati

awanshahr Jagdev,;Smgh

that ‘the trees ‘stood mfthe
- area demarked as protected

,"nforest, ~the tribunal said
 there was wilful violation of

 the Forest Conservation Act
(ECA),

1980. The Act
requn‘ed the department to

- take permission from the
- Ministry of ‘Environment

~ (MOEF) under the FCA.
Double

fixresponsibil-
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T}E DELUGE e

Unprecedented ramfall causes havoc in Kerala And ﬂags skews -
_ and chinksi in its development trajectory

[ i s RN Wl

~ ERALAISREELING under the worst floods since 1924. The Southwest mon-
soon thatbegan onjune1 hasbeenBOpercent inexcess in the state, All 44
“riversin the state are in spateand 35 of its 39 dams are overflowing. A red
X alert has been sounded in all 14 dlStHCtS while 12 of them are already
*ﬂooded In the past week alone, 94 persons have died. Landslides, mudslips and flash-
dloods have been reported from all over the state. Over one lakh people have shifted to re-
ief camps and many more are repoftedly marooned in houses and buildings cut off by
ﬂood waters. The state’smain alrport at Nedumbassery, Kochi, was closed on Wednesday
After water from Periyar, the state’s largest river, ﬂooded the runway. Road and rail links
_areindisarray with central Kerala, including the city of Ernakulam, cut off fromrest of the
-state. Parts of the state are now without electricity. Flood waters have entered the tourist
*destination of Munnar and the Triveni Sangarmam at Sabarimala: Relief ‘operations are
“in full swing and it will need generous help from the Centreand oﬂueragenaes asalarge
‘part of the state’s transport mﬁastructure will have to be repalred orrebuilt. :
_ While the immediate concern is rescue and relief, this deluge and the tragedy ithas
-wreaked should be areason toreflecton I(erala s development trajectory. Excess rainfall
«is primarily responsible for the disaster, but unplanned development, partlcularly incon-
'struction and quarrying, have contributed to the death and destruction. The construc- -
‘tion boorn in recent years has taken a toll on the state’s wetlands and river valleys. With
farming becormngunecononnc, paddy fields ‘ave been turned into real estate and re-
Jeased for construction. This has reduced the area available for rain and flood waters to
...spread. Better management ofwatersheds could have reduced the intensity of the floods.
Similarly, better planmng and co-ordination in the opening of dams may have helped to
phase out the release of excess storage fromreservoirs, limiting the extent of the floods.
. Kerala’s geography can be both a saving factor and a recipe for disaster. The Gadgil
Comnnttee report on conservation of the Western Ghats had flagged the need for better
{ regulatlon and management of the hill region. It was resisted by alarge section of residents
\and rejected by the political mainstream. The government may need to revisit the report
! ‘andrestrain certain types of environment-unfriendly activities in the hills. The protection
of wetlands will also need to be pursued urgently and necessary correcﬂons madeinde-
'velopment plans. ; 5
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i two ‘State governments-
| ‘anon-existent disaster ! man~
: «agementplanv g

4
Covering L., YIS

"vel in the dam so that the
: “disaster of ﬂeods in Kerala

ter _than words... there
should be absolute CO-OI'd]-
mation. The two Statgs shall

M.P.Chronicie
Aaj (Hindi) |
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)
Business standard

: “Actlon spealcs muchf ’H(erala and ’i‘N) fshouldj,
face the situation. What is -
eing done to reduce the =
1 _oragelevelmthe dam‘?” oy
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_,/Rahul secks

_Spec il
assmtance

: SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
| /NEW DELHI

Congress pre31dent Rahul :
Gandhi spoke to Prime Mi- :
 -mister Narendra Modi on !
- Thursday to request him
for special financial assis-
tance ‘to Kerala and in-
crease the deployment of

Army and Navy in the
flood-hit State.’ ¢
"~ “Kerala is in great pain. I

spoke to PM and requested'

him to massively increase

~ without parallel inKerala's
history,” he said on
Twitter. :
~The Congress
made an appeal for dona-
tions to the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund. “Many have
lost their loved ones. It’s

Please contribute gener-
ously to the CM’s relief
fund,” he said in another
‘tweet.

LN

% JAGRITI CHANDRA
- NEWDELHI i i 2 )
i The Kochl Internatlonal Air-
: port is expected to remain

-ing water levels. The Minis-
: try of Civil Aviation has &
i ‘asked ‘all airlines' to'shift
¢ flights scheduled to and
: from the airport to nearby
- Thiruvananthapuram = and |
~deployment of the Army 11 :
-and Navy. I also said that it
is critical that he gives the s
state special financial assis- - :
tance as this is a tragedy

-mg airfares on ﬂlghts op at-

chief

shut till August 26 due to ris-

ing on these routes.
. Aviation regulator Direc-

: 2p.am. on August 26. As ate-
: - sult, aviation operations and
: flights [to and from the air-

port] will remain suspended
till then. The snuauon is be-

'K()Chl mternatlonal

P e

alrport

i torate General of Givil Avids

- tion (DGCA) has set up a con-

. trol room to be manned
round-the-clock to ajd pas-

‘sengers. !

: ““The Cochin Internatlon-' :

: al Airport Limited has in-

¢ formed that due to rain, the

: airport is not available up to

time to step up & help. : 2 '

“ing constantly reviewed in

‘consultation with the State

Government,” Secretary, Ci-
_ er turboprop planes.

vil Aviation Mmlstry, RN
Choubey said.

_Mr. Choubey also spoke to
authorities in Kerala and of-
fered to start flights at the

Cochin naval airbase to help

The airport was earher :

‘supposed to be shut for four -

- days from August 15 to Au-
gust18.

; Specxal dlspensatlon for

fllghts by fore|gn carriers
MUMBAI™
“The Directorate General of
- Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
~granted special dispensation
for eight foreign carriers to
‘operate flightsto
Thiruvananthapuram instead
~of Kochi, whose airport has |

 been'shut till August 26,

following extensive flooding

- of the apron.and other

with evacuation and dis-

- patch of relief materials. The

‘naval base can handle small-

“We are ready to step in at
short notice if the need aris-

~es,” the senior official added.

“The DGCA has ‘told air-
lines to check airfares for

_ flights to Kerala and asked

them not to levy more than

-%10,000 for a Delhi - Thiru-
-vananthapuram flight.
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»,.l\/l llapenyar 1s*;; afe i
EPS tells Plnarayl 44%%19‘
"TN CM ates 'mspectlon ,y‘SC panel

k DENNISS _‘]ESUDASAN ;' !
CHENNAI TS
Respondmg to concerns
' raised by Kerala Chief Mi-
mster{’mnareiyl “Vijayan on
the storage m eMullapen

£ cally, fselsmlcally and struc-
£ turally — as . per the Su-  spectionon August4 ‘the SC
i preme Court ,order in May - -appointed  Supervisory
S04 S - Committee said the dam “is
{° “During “the past the " safe to store water up to 142 -
{ dam was inspected by ma- * ft” and hence “there is no
| nyexpertsandthey hadalso ' threat to the safety” of the
i foundthatthe damissafein = dam and ‘water is being
- all aspects; M. Palaniswa- stored at the ‘permitted level
* misaid in aletter to his Ker-  of 142 ft as per the orders of
“ala counterpart Y the Supreme Court, he said.
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ANJALIMARAR ~
PUNE,AUGUSTIE

THE INDIA Meteorological Department

(IMD) on Thursday has indicated slight re-

duction in rain intensity over Kerala in the
next24to48hours, o= o g -

“Presently, there are no circulation sys-

tems near Kerala region and rainfall is most

| likely to reduce during August 16and 17, But,

| weather models are suggesting the forma-

tion of a fresh low pressure system over the

Bay of Bengalaround August19 which may

 bringmore rain over Kerala and other penin-

sular regions,” said AK Srivastava, head, cli-

mate monitoring and analysis group at IMD.

i :Ihismonsoon,aconsistenﬂynotedfeature,

-according to the Met officials, hasbeenstrong

westerly windsblowing over from the Arabian -

Seawith speedsranging 35 -45 knots/hour.
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|SPECIAL CORR
| THIRUVANANTHA

i aescape the rising Pampa Tiv-
_er. Ranni, Kozhenchery,
Aranmula and Thiruvallain
~ Pathanamthitta dlstnct

~ Manyof themaroonedfa-
: mlhes, mdudmg senior citi-
. 3 ants have been
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estimated to have damaged
‘crops and propemes ‘worth
-over Rs 8,000 crore even as a

: freshredalertwas soundedm

‘ ter Comm1ssmnhavematﬁed- .

‘extremeflood situatic

B NGOshavejoined
: ~of the Army, Air Force Navy;
: Coast Guard and NDRF in re-
: lief and rescue operations in
: flood-ravaged Keralabutitbe-

[ i came evident on Thursday |
: that the scale of the disaster
? : was greater than the current

| effortstocopewithit.
; Pathanamthitta dj

£ i of people stranded at ‘their

. : homes in Ranni, Aranmula

: and Kozhencherry towns. Wa-
_ i ter levels in several parts of
Pathanamthitta, Ernakulam

. i and Thrissur districts rose to . -
¢ ¢ as high as 20 feet, turning

i streets into deep lakes: CM
¢ i Pinarayi Vijayan spoke to PM
i Modi and other central lead-
i ers again on Thursday to re-
questmore help. /
e Landslides were reported
i in Kannur, Wayanad, Kozhi-
: kode, Malappuram and Idukki
i districts. Munnar remained

i submerged for the third day
: while the Sabarnnala shrine

: wascutoff.
: ‘Meanwhile, ‘the Supreme'
“Court on Thursday directed
Mullaperiyar dam author-
‘ities to chalk out contingency
i plan to meet any crisis due to
: release of water and also con-
siderreducing the water level
to139 feet from the present 142
feet. A bench of Chief Justice
Dipak Misra and Justice Indu
Malhotra asked amil Nadu
and Kerala to WO harmo-

Kochi/’]‘hj"ruI van 'a;n' thai)u- g
ram: The floods in Keralaare

strict
i continued  to remain the |
;. worst-affected withthousands = |

Palakkad ‘Malappuram,
> Kozhikode, Wayanad,
‘Tdukki, Pathnamthitta,
_ Thrissur, Kannurand =
- Ernakulam dlstncts

Excess rainfall

,'as

: Rellef!mm heavy rains
_expected from 19th

1dukk 'kakhn
- stations of Central Water 1 Kochi N k({ 2
‘Commission in Keralaare _":’alrpﬂrtshut } o
Kozhikode, Malapuram wmg in ‘Extremeﬂood - till Aug 26 ,3
and ldukkl dlstrlcts s

due to floods

. » Idukki dam, which is Asia’s
g largest arch dam, has been
releasing water at the rate of
10-15lakh litres per second for
the last three days -

» While Keralareceived
excess rainfall in 2013, too,
life was not hit because dams
were not full at this tlme of
theyear =

> While in 2013, excess
rainfall was 37% for entire
four-month monsoon period,
this year it has crossed that
mark mjusttwo anda half

> This year, most parts of -
erala has received heavy
ainfall from June till date

> NorthKeralareceives - = » 58 dams managed by KSEB
‘heavy rainfall duringsouth = and 22 managed by water
west monsoon (Junto Sep) | resources dept in full capacity -
> South Kerala gets rainfall | » Gates of all these dams
‘during north east monsoon = | have been opened to
{OcttoDec) Gt discharge excess water

> The state has received
31.5% excess rainfall from
Junetilldate -
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the Coa.Cess OF the Nauonal Clean

Lne:gy Fund or the fund- pool for .
Develapmenz or\I nh—EastRegon
lDener) Ir. Was > be granted to-
under construction and "taﬂed

= huropo‘\ oF pignts —

';>p"ware saldtheproposa.lfcr ReV'VaI <
- of the Hydro Sector’ reviewed by

Busmess SLanaard.HoWﬂver, allcess :

is' now subsume under the new -

'voods and services (GST) regime.

_ Government officials said the -
fihance mini sked the power
ministry torework the scheme and

reduce. dependen_e on budgetary .v

support,The  DOWerIinisuyis yerto:
ubmlt its revised report.

“Seurces in the finance rmmstry inN

id that the last umetheyheld dis- .
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Ajay Narayan.ﬂ'xaéteuu é therehafs’

been no dxscusswn between the




