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PPCC chief Capt Amarinder
~ Singh - said the resolution

passed by the Assembly was
ridiculous,
illogical. He said Pun;lab had

“no surplus water to se

 water . to its . non-Tiparian

neighbours at any cost, said -

~ Amarinder, pointing out that
 the state was itself facing

- acute water scarcity that the

guestion of sharing the nver—
waters did not arise.:: . -
. Amarinder lashed out at

' the Badal government for

making no mention of the

state’s water scarcity andits

conseéquent . ‘inability  to

share water inits resoluﬁon;,_

irrational and .

Water Dlsputes Act 1955
He alleged that by seekmg

royalty for ‘water ‘shared
with other states w.e.f 1966,

the - Akalis had ‘laid the
foundation for making sim-
ilar demand for water Shar=f
: mgmthe future. - - -
~“Charanjit Singh Channi, "
Punjab simply cannot ; gwe_
addressing the media, sald o
the directions to the state = F
‘the - Ay -
employees not to hand over - foi B
~any land to any agency for
| censtructmn of SYL canal %
were. farce. The resolution "f"'-:.;ﬁ,

Leader of Opposition, while - %

government and

passed by the ru]mg party
did not require mterventlon

 of the legislative.

Instead of passing aTeso-  paqg) might have been aware of the government's demoni-

lutmn the Badal-led gov-
should have .

ernment

Amittsar PPm;f‘:f cepres
* fied Congreeﬁ! mance to not attend the special Assembly sessiop

‘on’SYL canal. He dccused the SAD of selling Punjab's water n ights
tothe BIPin exchange for the SGPC Act Amendment Bill. "The .
** 'party did this to retain its hold on the Sikh body," hetoldthe  +
¥ 1_medra here He questioned the aim of calling the special Assem:

bly session. "The govem ment relegated the SYL canal
i erl the back bumer for12 years. It brought the matter
rnte p_remmence to gain mileage inthe elections.”

i ' . "An administrative order to denoti

........

y: £ fythe SYL land would have suf-_
i ficed. What wasthe needto
486 summon asession? To explort
@8 theissueinthe elections canbe
- % ¥ theonlyfeason,’ .lakhar sald ™S

Questions f 5ukhbir knew about r:urrency ban.

[ 3

Gurdaspur Jakhar hinted that Deputy CM Sukhbir Smgh

"tisation-move. He sald "| have no proof, but people have -
started questioning Sukhbir's absence from Punjab in the -

brought.a strong Bill onthe
- issue. "But they do not have

- which was ‘blatantly in,yip- f
L Jation” ef the Inter-State

-odays sueceedt ingSeptember 2$when the state gov.emmeet
had ordered the evacuatron process ‘"IN
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- VARINDER SINGH .

~ BATHINDA, NUVEMBER 16 _
- Rajasthan ‘has- refused to

" accept Pun;;ab’s demand for |
- royalty -on _its. riverwaters. |

'IEIBUNE Nﬂws SERﬂGE ,%. ;' ._;f ) 1_,:.-‘

The Punjab Vidhan Sabha

. today passed a resolution,

\

seeking Rs 80,000 crore in
royalty on Punjab’s rwerwa -
- ters flowing to Rajasthan. -
‘Rajasthan Trrigation minis-

tér Ram Partap  said
- Rajasthan neither owed mon-

“The Punjab Vidhan Sab-

ha s resolution is a one-sided

> affair -and mappmpnat_,

- decision’ ﬂﬁ
‘the nverwa‘l:ers accord So,

: . wherein there was 76 'p&‘fm—
. sionfor myalty to Punjab.

“There iS no. prowsmn for

:royalty 1;0 Pumab in any
“accord or Act. The Supreme
~ Court has re#oked'!:he 2004

< .. ab fb annul

the Pumab Assem’bly S Teso-

* lution is against the spmt of
‘the Act,” the mmlster said.’

Ra;asthan is gettmg 2 200

: cusecs of water from B]kaner
ey .to Punjab nor it would__ ';_
accord royalty on riverwaters. |

‘canal and 11, 000 cusecs from

Ra;;as’thanfeeder both canals"
- areat Hanke headworks Itis

getting Water at the rate af 2 D

- cusecs per 1 000 acres..
i _Why should Rajasthan pay =

Vijay  Pal! “Singh Maan'
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royalty to Punjab when our = Executive Enginier, Harike
" state is getting the due share headwoﬂcs said: Ra]astha’n“ |
- of riverwaters,” Partap told ‘has no: rlght on Punjab’s
The Tribune over phone. - - nverwaters as per interna-
Raj asthan, he said, was tional laws. It 18 ta]ﬂng wate};_
getting water as per its share fromPumab ﬂ'ee of the cost.
PR
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BJP VOWS

support to
Akall Dal

SANIEEV SINGH BARIANA

IHIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGABH, NOVEMBER 16

The state BJP - today
announced its univocal sup-
port to its ally SAD in the
Assembly on terminating
all work on the SYLcanal=—

No flow from Sutlej will be

ma —amwm - LSEama e

allowed into Haryana.

Underlining the BJP sup-

port on the issue — that was
diametrically opp051te fothe.

party s stand in neighbour-

ing Haryana which is seek-

ing water — the resolution
was moved by the Minister
of Parliamentary . Affairs
Madan Mohan Mittal and

endorsed by senior leader - PrTE S

Manoranjan Kaha.

State president Vijay Sam-
pla in a separate communica-
tion reiterated the party
stand on the issue.

Quoting the precedent, Mlt-

" tal told the state government

to “immediately take up the
matter with the Centre
tregarding = seeking royalty
from non-riparian states soas
{0 undo the injustice and
highhandedness meted out
to the state for decades by
Congress-led governmentsin

 Punjab and at the Centre”.

3

and documented at Bhagirath(English) & Publicity Sez:tion, ICWC.

N MEANWHILE IN DELHI Patia1a MP Dharamwra Gandhl onadhama OUtSIde the
Parliament house in Delhion Wednesday. He was protesting the flow of Punjab’s riverwaters
- to nonrriparian states without paying a penny to it. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL

| _Kumedan S per5|stence pays off -'

FET Chandigarh: The Punjab Asserm-
SR ’:--ﬂ_-_ bly‘sresolutlononnvemraters

S 6 adwsertothe Irrigation Depart-
P Wl 1 ment, Pritam Singh Kumedan.
" 1 He has been pressmgthe Badal

Goverment to ask Rajasthan and Haryanatopay -
the cost of the riverwaters which these statesare
drawing from the the Ravi, Beas and the Sutlej for

the past several decades. Whether the goverm-

mentwill be able to recover the cost appears to be '

awishful thinking as of now. Kumedan had written

to the CM from time totime. Some time ago, the
CM had asked senior officials to discuss the issue -

with Kumedan. Initially, most officials continuedto
dodge the issue but later they started SEerous pon—
deringover Kumedan scase. — SAREJITDHALWVAL

‘Within nghts to give dlrectlons

| Chandigarh: Vidhari Sabha Speaker Charanjit
| Singh Atwal on Wednesday said the House was
| within its rights o issue directions on any issue

and it was the executive's duty to implement

| these. He was talking to the media on the legal
| tenabllrty of Vidhan Sabha's directions to the
state govemment following the special Assembly
session. The Council of Ministers and all govern-

ment employees have been directed not to hand
over any land to any agency for the construction

ofthe SYL canal, not let any agency initiate work
“and don't let any agency construct of the canal.

He admitted that the directions could be chat-

lenged, but he said the House had just exercised
| its powers . Atwal confirmed that itwasfortne
- firsttime during his tenure that the House had

given directions to the government. ™s
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Clalm govt Copled thetr proposal to demand royalty for rlverwaters

RA]MEET SINGH

TR]BUNE NEWS SER‘HEE

'CHANDIGARH N{)VEMBER 16
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: M]_As from - Ludhlana

forced the treasury benches | "y
to amend the resolution — } 8
charges for | g

demandmg

riverwater from non-ripari- |

an states — by adding the.

word “cost” along with “roy—.

alty”. They also made them - ;o aadiit
agree to raising the costs

and royalty bill to Haryana
Rajasthan and Delhi,

The nitial resolution moved
by Parliamentary Affairs Min-
1ster Madan Mohan Mittal
only mentioned taking up
the 1ssue of securing royalty
from non-riparian states
with the Centre.

‘The Bains brothers later

alleged that the ruling party

stole their proposal for rais-
ing charges for water flowing
to the non-riparian states. “I
was thrown out of the Assem-
bly during the last session
when I wanted a debate on

3 \
-Covering L., YIS
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Stmarjrt Smgh Bains (C) Balwmder Slngh Bains (
protest outside the Assembly ha]l TFE]BUNE PHOTO: MANQJ MAHAJAN .

the private member's resolu-
tion on Punjab not claiming
royalty from Rajasthan since
1965 for sharing its riverwa-
ters. My resolution was
rejected by the Speaker N oW,
the same has been adopted

by the ruling party,” -said

Simrajit Bains on the ﬂoor of

the House.

The MLA brothers centra—
dicted Bassi Pathana MLA
Nirmal Singh, who said
RaJasthan owed Rs 80,000
crore to the state as royalty
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E -'_fflrnadve rtently me ntmned

2| the martyrdom day of Sha-
i B "j__'fheed Kartar Smgh Sa rabha
e '._ias hls birth day' “Je saade

i Sawfs yau can 1magme the

claimed that Rajasthan owed
the state Rs 15.34 1akh crore.
Right from the beginning,
the MLAs targeted the gov-
ernment with sporadic refer-
ence to the Congress rule for
“politicking” on the water
dispute. After exchanging
heated arguments with
Bikram Majitha and then Vir-
sa Singh Valtoha, the duo
reached the well of the House
to hand over theirresignation
to the Speaker The latter

R) and Pargat Smgh Sta‘te af affarrs m the state """

for usmg 11:s waters Slmaéﬁ\\ refused to accept the re51gna-

tions, saying they should ten-
der submit it in his office.

- The Bains brothers along
with Pargat Singh sat on a
dharna outside the House
and raised slogans against

- the Speaker.

Talking to the media, the
Bains brothers said they
were going to submit their
resignation at the Speaker’s

~office. Navjot Kaur Sidhu,
who was not well, would also
send her resignation by mail.
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earlier leglslatwe eﬁ'ortwas: LY

that pit one state and 1ts people agamst the other

and documented at Bhagirath(English) & Publicity Section, CWC.

ent has denotlﬁed__" ﬁYL'land for the *
second tlme in e1ght months _exercrsmg exeeuhve POWETS. The

{ ‘:h nr-m:i

missing now as the 4 ngress dubhed it “political gimmickr;
1y sessi

stayed away from e 3 ﬂsserhb

g AN . X, @ Ay i TRy ‘ ﬂ
e A 5*53551&1_ -' th;l;pygh P;muah

that mter-state d1 s-

| agreement tenmnatmn Act ‘was passed with® fanfai‘e but ‘Capt :;__
| Amarmder ’Slngh did not get the expected pohtmal mlleage inthe |

ensuing election despite a massive show. of nusplaced boldness. That 4{

| presumably bold action, mfact delayed efforts towards an accept-‘ =i
" able solutlon as T’umab was dragged to a needless costly legal bat- |
tle. This tnne fortunately the Governor put h15 foot down, denymg

Chief Minister Badal a chance to goona $imilar leg‘lslatlve misad-

'venture. Irrational remedies Badal is trying these days are bound to 1
“be challenged in court; Plrmab hasTost thrice i in the Supreme Court% e

desprte having : a strong case onits Water nghts .- - .
- As expected, Haryana plans to move the Supreme Court for SYL? &

| Canal construction‘and an NGO has filed a contempt plea agamstz:-’ iy

Badal. It remains to be seen whether the Centre helps Badal gain
political martyrdom he is seek:mg by domg what appeals to senti-
ment more than reason. Months before the Supreme Court® ru]mg he

had been trying to work up passions with d.lsappomtmg results It

will be clear only after the 2017 elections whether people see him as- |
‘a protector of PunJ ab waters or a dated poht1C1an trying old tricks. -
Political parties in Punjab are divided on SYL. At the end, solutions

have to be workable and agreeable, in comphance with the estab-'.j_:
lished constitutional, judicial and democratlc norms not the onesf

.
- . *

N -
fo i ‘ '. - - -} -I‘. L]
.r.'..; Py D -f l.n"h. - & N .-‘: . .

_ —_—

arb -:_ by the Govemorwhodld not give .
- consent tothe Bill passed posmon cooperation, available then, was |

Yy 59551011 ﬁlné'tf passed a’ resolutlon'-jﬁ‘: 1
- against the CDnStTUCth of the SYLCanal and in favour of co]lectmg"% "j '
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~The Punjab Wdhan Sabha
| today passed a resolution

directing the state ~govern- -

" ment to demand chargea for

H z-'.":‘."-.":.‘:'

P

riverwaters ﬂowmg 1o the
‘non-riparian .. States

Haryana, Ra;asﬂlan and Dei—
hi, Tt asked the state to seek

the Centre’s help to recover

_n'--\..

" the charges

’I‘heresolutaon also dueéted

‘the “Punjab - Govennnen’c
_ Council of Ministers and all -
. state employees not. to hand
over Jand to any agency. for
" the construction of the Sut-
lej Yamuna Link (SYL) canal,

allow any agenc;y 1o begm
work on it, or cooperate with

- any agency-in its construe-
tion. The proposal was moot-

PRI

'!"I';;'"" -.lﬂr!,‘

- -
r

t

e ._,
'-'"------------....._..I

-~ edby! Chief Minister Parkash
Smgh Badal.

Addmssmgthel—louse Bada]

-II smda]laspectsofwaten mdud- -

dramage em’bankments
Water storage and water powel;
fellin the Statelastofthe Sev-.
enth Schedule of the Constltu-
tion of India. The state could

Dot part with its Waters since
almost 105 blocks were water-
| stressed and g:[oundwater uti]- -
.~ isation had been overexploﬁ- ..

ed,hesald
- “Punjab needsﬁZMAF(mJl

'hon acre feet) water for agri-

culture, but orﬂy27peroentls
pnesently C
riverwaters. The onee—ferla]e
_land is becoming barren
_ because of low water availabil-
- ity, which will impact the food
security of the nation and the
- state’s eeonomy,” hesaid.

The - Opposmon Congxess
- MLAs, who resigned from -
" the Assembly last week i in the
wake of the SC verdict ren-

dering the Punjab Termina- |

T "!"""‘—I-L

Lt .I..

| l With the resolutlon the Akat I-BJP ‘5
- government has putthe Congrees and AAP
.~ onthedefensive (since Congress MLAs
-'__.;abstamed from the session, while AAP, -
..-which.isin powerm Delhi, will now have to y
- make its stand on the SYL clear: since: Delht
- isbeing asked to pay up for water) i

L House directions have been issued keeplng in
- mind the SC directives of 2004 askingthe - -
Centre to get the SYL constructed through rts
“agency (Central Public Works Department) -
--and make Punjab give all papers linked 1o the
“canal to the CPWD. The newdirectlon_s forbid
| the state and its employees from cooperaﬁng
wrth any agencym canal S oonstrucftlon
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Punjab Chlef M:nlster Paﬂ{ash Smgh Badai speaks m the than Sabha dunng the spe01alse35|on on

tl'leSYL oanal issue 1n Chandzgam on Wednesday TRIBUNE F'HOTD MANDJ MAHAJAN e LT

TWO-PRGN Gm A'ITABK BY EQVT

| -': t1on of Agreements Act 2904

. mva]id ‘chosée 3o ’s‘taj%r away

“ﬁ‘oﬁithésﬁ“ioﬁ i
‘However, Balmnder Smgh

'_ Bamsand szaljitSmghBams

' h]:dhlana——andPargat Smgh,
.?"_Who quit the Akali Dal 1

e e e e | B —— e LT i P

were - “present.” The: Bams

iﬂ,_tﬂs‘_m_

cently, -
T W&S “qust politics at play’. -
| _'bro‘l:hers parhcularlySmar
jit, targeted the Treasury -
Benches t‘or stea]mg hlS pri-

III --' 0
el 'a' b "'.:' '.ﬂ'-a.n.':. aaaaaaaaaaa

....-_I.l.-

HARYANA MAY APPROACH CENTRE SRR
GGWeWIII not hesitate ;nseeklngthe L
Centre's intervention. Punjab had been i
defylng theSC order. Subhash Barala, HARYANA B CHIEF

"' "' _!.

vate member S Bﬂl moved m

~the Jast session-on seekmg _.

charges Afrom non-npanan
states for water use."
Accusmg Badal of faj]mg to
det'end the rights of the state
in the Supreme Court, Sirnar-
Jlt sald giving these dJrectlons

i’arhamentary Affairs Mﬁn

1ster Madan Mohan Mtttal
| preposed the resolutaon say- _—

AT sty

---.5.-'.:--“1 L ‘i' .a-’ i “'5'*- sl '1'.;:::_'7:;'.:.-._. o A S g T

royalty till 1945-46 for usmg

| Waters of the Sutlej, he said.

< Bassi Pathana MLA Nirmal
Smgh said RaJasthan owed
_the state Rs 80,000 crore as
royalty for usmg state waters.
_.CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
EDI'I" ELECTION-TIME ITCH
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mg there had been mstanees ;
where the state had demand-
ed royalty and received It
Patiala, Nabha and Jind pa1d

-
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TarinG A STAND Passes two resolution
in House to stop sharing water with Haryana

HIC & Agencies

n leters@hindusiantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab assem-
bly on Wednesday passed two
unanimous resolutions against
sharing “even a drop of river
water” with its neighbouring
states, signalling a hardening
of stand by the SAD-BJP gov-
ernment over the contentious
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (§YL) canal.

The assembly was convened
tor a special one-day session fol-
lowing a Supreme Court ruling
last week that declared as “wuncon-
stitutional” a 2004 state law that
scrapped all water-sharing
arrangements with neighbouring
states iIncluding Haryana.

The first resolution directed
the state government not to
*hand over land to any agen-
cy” and “not to allow anyone
to work for the construction of
the Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal”.

The second said Punjab
should demand payment
fromm other states — Haryana,
Rajasthan and Delhi — for the
river water supplied so far

The resolutions were adopted
in the absence of 42 Congress
legislators who resigned last
week.

With assembly polls due early
next year, the issue is likely to
cierge as a major poll plank for
Opposition parties led by the
Congress which blamed the
Badal government of failing to
protect the state's interests in
the apex court.

Earlier in the day, 15 BJP .

r

¢ Whatever the
resolutions passed
by Punjab on the issue
of Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal, the central
government as well as the
President of India will be
urged to take action on the
issLies concerning Haryana.

MANOHAR LAL KHATTAR,
chief minister of Haryana

legislators of Haryvana — led
by party’s state chief Subhash
Barala —met Punjab governor
VP Singh Badnore and urged
him not to approve any uncon-
stitutional steps taken by the
Punjab government. Haryana
1s a BJP-ruled state, while in

Punjab, the party is an alliance

partner of the ruling Shiromani
Akali Dal (§AD) since 2007.

Atthe heart of water dispute
is the 212-km-long SYL canal,
meant to transter water from
the two rivers to Haryana. It
1S among at least seven major
water sharing wrangles between
10 Indian states.

Badal said in the Assembly,
“The state government will do
everything possible to stop water
from flowing to Haryana. We will
not implement the (Supreme)
Court order at any cost; not a
drop of water from Punjab will
be given to anyone even if we
have to go tojail.”

—..._——.___________l
——

SR T e s SRRt RSP LT

v L R oo 1 1. - . . . 4 ¥
e e R R LR :

L] - J-I - P e . y- -..a“. :l- J.\. ._.*.I-... y _E II‘: l.':||..".-"- r ."I... I:- L..‘Mr'.h‘ t . f
P F U = ISR B '

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

he Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal controver-
sy has plunged to new
lows of discussion and
debate In the past few
days, since the Supreme Court
pronounced its much-awatted
verdict on the 1ssue, with all its
explosive ramifications.

Some of the frequently asked
questions are. How can Punjab
refuse to give water to Haryana
now that the apex court has
stamped 1ts approval on the
SYL canal? Why is Punjab being
so adamant on the 1ssue? Isn't
water a natural resource meant
to be shared by all humanity?
How can Punjab be so selfish
and greedy?

But none of these questions
really seeks to address the core
1ssue at the heart of the problem
faced by Punjab. And that core
issue, unfortunately, was nei-
ther raised nor argued 1n the
court even once all through the
pendency of the case. The result
is that the apex court ended up
making conclusions on the presi-
dentilal reference based neither
on facts and ground realities
nor on the basis of the country’s
Constitutional principles, but on
an analysis of incomplete and
insufficient informatton and data.

o at Bhaqz'r'az‘h(E_{;f lis

h)& Pubﬁch‘g Section, CWC.

PUNJAB’S WATER DEMAND
Punjab’s total water demand
currently stands at over 50 MAF
(million acre feet). Asfarasriver
allocation goes, the state’s share
is 14.33 MAF (this includes pre-
1947 allocation of 1.98 MAF), of
which 8.02 MAF 1s expected from
sutle) and another 4.33 MAF
from Raviand Beas rivers. These
numbers may look impressive,
but they actually represent a
mere 40% of the total estimated
water of the three rivers, which
can meet only 28% of the state’s
total water demand.

The water table in the plains
of north India is depleting fast.
According to the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), the
agriculture output in states like
Punjab and Haryana 1s on the
verge of collapse.

Closer home, the water
resources and environment
directorate has revealed that
the water level in Punjab has
dipped in 8049 of the state's
total area. A spate of drought
years, coupled with inadequate
ramfall, has lett the river canals
that feed the bulk of Punjab’s
agricultural land high and dry,
quite literally. Melting glaciers
in the Himalayas due to climate
change has worsened the situ-
ation.

With the canals drying up,
farmers in Punjab are increas-
ingly shifting to unregulated
use of borewells, thereby fur-
ther depleting subsoil water
In areas like Hoshiarpur ana

Sardulgarh, the decline is more
than 58 metres - a clear sign of
the way things are going for
Punjab on the water tront.

SYL'S IMPLICATIONS
Experts say the moment the SYL
starts flowing, around 9.75 lakh
acres of Punjab’s fertile land
wil be rendered barren, putting
to risk the livelithood of 15lakh
families.

If Haryana 1s given 3.5 MAF
water for 1ts SYL network,
several districts of Punjab,
notably Bathinda, Ferozepur,
Mansa and Faridkot, with their
saline and toxic ground water,
will become completely dry.

[t is a situation crying for col-
lective wisdom and proactive
intervention, which, unfortu-
nately, 1s conspicuous by its
absence in poll-bound Punjab.
But even as we fight our politl-

» Punjab CM Parkash Singh Badal speaks at the special Assembly
session in Chandigarh on Wednesday.

Non't share a drop of water, says Punjab Assembly

& Answers can be found i

inciples

"u--»

KESHAV SINGH/HT

cal battles, let us not torget that
the failure to address its water
crisis in a timely manner could
lead to disastrous consequences
for Punjab.

NEED TO ADOPT
RIPARIAN PRINCIPLES

Is there, then, no solution to
the problem?

Of course, there are always
the riparian principles of
water sharing, recognised
and applied across the world,
that we can adopt to resolve
the SYL 1ssue and other water
rows. Let us, for once, rise
above our petty, vested inter-
ests and come together to save
Punjab and the interests of 1ts
people.

Captain Amarinder Singh is the
president of the Punjab Pradesh
Congress Committee and

former chief minister of the state.
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The Parkash Singh Badal
government appears to have
adopted ‘No land for Satlu]
Yamuna Canal (SYL)canal,
no water-sharing with
Haryana’ formula to deny
Haryana its share of water
as per the recent Supreme
Court (SC) verdict.

Less than a week after the
SCruled that Punjabreneged
on its promise to share the
waters of Raviand Beas by
unilaterally enacting the
controversial Punjab Ter-
mination of Water Agree-
ments Act, 2004, the state Cab-
inet has denotified the land
acquired for SYL canal
(meant for taking river water
to Haryana) and claims to
have even issued notification
for transferring this land
back to farmers.

In a specially convened
Assembly sessiontoday, the
House unanimously passed
two resolutionsonthe SYL
issue. The first resolution
“directed the Punjab gov-
ernment and other officials
to neither hand over any
land of the state to any
agency for the construction
of SYL canal nor allow any-
one to work on this project
and give any sort of coop-
eration for this purpose in
thelarger public interest.”.

The resolution said Pun-
jabhas “legislative and exec-
utive right over the entire
land, water supply, irrigation
and canals, drains, path-
ways, water reservoirs and
hyvdro electricity falling
under its boundaries as per
the entry number 14 and 18
of the state list of the 7th
schedule of the Constitution
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PU NJAB GOVI

| PASSES 2RESOLUTIONS IN SPLMEET

*\\‘ The deputy cfiiéf ‘minis-

ter, Sukhbir Singh Badal,
said the Assembly’s “historic

./~ direction” on SYL is the

final verdict.

Asked if the denotifica-
tion of canal land is viola-
tion of the SC stay in the mat-
ter, the deputy CM said the
stay was applicable till the
apex courton 10 November
takes the decision on SYL
case. “As of now, thereisno
court stay,” Sukhbir said
adding that even if they
courtgives a ‘stay order’ in
the matter, it will mean the
Jand will remain ‘stay’ with
farmers.

Earlier moving the res-
olution, Punjab chief min-
ister Parkash Singh Badal
today reiterated that the
state does not have even a
singledrop of water tospare
to Haryana.

"I would rather shed every
drop of my blood than allow
even a single drop of water
toflow out of my state in defi-
ance of Riparian Princi-
ple," he said. The CM said

As

L]

j (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The
Blifz

river water was theonlynat-

ural resource available in the
state and Punjab has every
right over it.

The second resolution
stated, while there is no
question of sharing water
with non-Riparian states, the
state will press for securing
the cost of the river water
given toRajasthan, Haryana
and Delhi till date. The
House recommended the
state government to imme-
diately take up the mafter
with the Central govern-
ment. S
Deputy chief minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal said the
state finance department
will soon workout the
amount to be demanded for

~water shared.-
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Terming Parkash Si
Badal government’s move to
hold a special Assembly
session on Satluj Yamuna
Link (SYL) issue as “a
ridicule and 1llogical”, the
Punjab Congress today
flayed the Badal govern-
ment’s refusal to acknowl-
edge that the state had no sur-
plus water to ‘either buy or
sell.’

He pointed out that the

state was itself facing such

acute water scarcity that the

| question of sharing water
didnotarise. “But for some
‘Inexplicable Treason, the
| Akali government’s reso-
| lution (passed in the Assem-
-bly) is completely silent on

this key issue,” he said
The Punjab Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (PPCC)

haﬁ;’iratlﬁggﬁsh)& Publicity SeEﬁon, CWC,

R

|| "Badal’s spl
| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
| Chandlgarh 16 Nwember LE(
b iy

ader pointed out that all
pre-independence prece-
dents, as cited in the reso-
lution, had been overruled
by the Actof 1955, which cat-
egorically laid down that all

meet illogical

- water sharing would be free

of cost. “Since that was a
Central legislation, you
would need to take the Cen-
tre’s permission before try-
ing tonegate it,” said Capt,
asking Badal if hehad taken
the Central government’s
consent before resorting to

such a measure.

- Captalsourged the Cen-
tral government’s inter-
vention in the matter and
asked it to present the rea]
facts of the case before the
Supreme Court to enable it
toreachalogical conclusion, ¢
based on the ground reali-
ties. And the reality, he said,
was that Punjab simply did
not have surplus water
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