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Maintain status quo

on SYL canal: SC tells
Punjab government

UTKARSH ANAND
NEW DELHI MARCH 17

ASSERTING THAT it will not re-
main a silent spectator when its
orders are sought to be made
“inexecutable”, the Supreme
Court Thursday ordered astatus
quo with respect o the land ac-
guired for Satluj-Yamuna Link
{S¥L)canal as it accepted the
Haryana government's plea for
an interimrestraint order.

A Constitution Bench led by
Justice AnilR Dave referred to two
Supreme Court judgments of
2002 and 2004, and the conse-
gquent decree passed by it
whereby Punjab was asked to
construct the canal on its e rmitory.

“Prima lacie, it appears that
an effort has been made to see
that execution of a decree of
this Court is being made inex-
ecutable and this Court cannot
be a silent spectator...therefore,
we direct that status quo
shall be maintained by the par-
ties with regard to the proper-
ties....” said the five-judge
Constitution Bench.

The Bench said the statusquo
order will operate with respect
to “lands, works, propety and
portions of the canal and all
lands within the alignment of
the SYLcanal within the ternio-
ries of Punjab” covered by its
previous judgments.

The court also made the
Union Home Secretary, along
with the Chiel Secretary and
Director General of Punjab
Police, accountable as court re-
ceivers to ensure its order is
complied wath

OnHaryana's applicationde-
manding an ad-interim protec-
tion by appointing the court re-
ceiver and restraining the

KHATTAR RETURNS
BADAL'S CHEQUE

Chandigarh: Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar told the State
Assembly on Thursday
that he had returned
Punjab's cheque {about
Rs 191 crore) inlieu of all
the funds it received for
the SYL Canal project.
Khattar said he had re-
turned the cheque
Wednesday night, the
very day he had received
it. Khattar said he also
wrote to Punjab Chiel
Minister Parkash Singh
Badal, expressing his dis-
pleasure on the Punjab
government's move Lo
pass the Bill regarding
de-notifying the land
meant for the canal. ENS

publication of the assent w the
Punjab government's bill in
gazette notification, the Bench
sought a formal response from
Punjab by March 28.

For now, the court's order
puts a hurdle in the Punjab gov-
ernment’s attempt to wnggle
out of the agreement to enable
Haryanatouse itsshareoflwater
of the Satluj and its tributary
Beas after constructing the 214-
km SYL canal. With Assembly
elections due nextyear, the SAD-
BIP government in Punjab has
sought to denotify more than
3900 acres acquired for con-
strucionof the SYL and offer the
land to fammers.

The crisis over the canalissue
intensified when Punjab re-
turned aRs 19175 crore-cheque

to the Manohar Lal Khattar gov-
ernment Punjab had received
the amount for construction of
the proposed canal.

Appearing for Haryana, sen-
wor advocate Shvam Diwan had
argued that the Punjab
Assembly had on March 14
passed a Bill against the con-
struction of SYL canal but the Bill,
wihichis yetto get the Governaor's
assent, will negate the apex
court's 2004 decree calling for
unthindered construction. He re-
ferred o news reportswith pho-
tographs that JCB and earth-
moving equipment have been
arranged forlevelling theland on
Punjab's part of the canal.

Appearingfor Punjab, senior
advacates Ram Jethmalani and
Rajeev Dhawan submitted that
the apex courthasonly advisory
Jurisdiction and cannot pass in-
terim orders as there was no
prima facie case made out. The
arguments of the opposite side,
they maintained, was based on
riwedia reports.

However, Dhawan's submis-
siononmedia reports did not cut
rmuch ice with the Bench, which
shot back, "Do you think what
has been stated in the newspa-
pers is incorrect?” “You could
have done something on
Monday (the day the Bill was
passed in Punjab Assembly )"
the Bench said, adding that if
anything happens in between
“we will modify our order.”

Solicitor General Ranjit
Kumar, representing the
Centre, had also expressed
reservations against any in-
terim order and sought an ad-
joumment. But the bench said
the order was necessitated in
view of the facts and circum-
stances. The court will hearthe
matter next on March 31,

AHaryana Congress delegation steps out after meeting President Pranab Mukherjee at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan onthe SYL Canalissue,in New Delhi on Thursday. Anil Sharma
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Keralafearsdroughtasmercurylevel soars

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Thiruvananthapuram, 17 Mar ch

With mercury level soar-
ing, Kerala is likely to face
drought-like situationamid
fears of drinking water
searcity and power crisisin
the pall-bound st ate as water
bodies are fast drying up.

The rising temperatures
arealso a cause of concern
for probable candidates of
political parties as they
would have to sweat it out
literally during the nearly
two-month long campaign
period. Assembly elections
are to be held in Kerala on
May 16.

Though the southern
state experiences sumimer

season from March-May,
this vear the temperature
level recorded is higher
thannormal inmany places
atthe very onset of the sea-
&S00

Adding to the woes,
weather experts have fore-
cast summer heat likely to
goup in the coming days.

According to weather
statistics, Kerala registers
a normal maximum ten-
perature of 34.2 degrees
Celsins in March, 34.1 in
April and 32.9 in May.

The temperature, this
year, is two degrees above
normal compared to the
same periodinthe previous
yvears, Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD)

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9180970?show=print

Begional Director K San-
thosh, said here,

“The temperature record-
ed is higherthan normal in
many partsof thestate this
tirne It is at least twodegrees
above normal inmany parts.
Ttislikely to goup in many
districts in thecoming days,”
he said.

As per the Meteorologi-
cal Centre figures, northern
district of Palakkad, known
for severe summer and high
humidity, recorded 39.1
degree Celsius temperature
followed by Kannur district
ataT4degree Celsius today.

Kozhikode (37 degree Cel-
ginsg), Vellanikkara (36.4 C)
and Punalur (36.2 C) also
recorded higher atmospheric

temperature today

Santhosh said the state
had started receiving sum-
mer showers since 12March
and it is expected to give
some respite.

With mercury level ris-
ing, drinking water scarci-
ty is already being experi-
enced in many parts of the
state as notonly water bod-
ies but even publicwater sup-
ply sources are fast drving
up. Water in wells in home-
steads and public places
hashit rock bottorm inmany
rural areas.

Load-shedding is also
likely on thecards in the state
as water in major hydel
reservoirs is fast depleting
due to the scorching heat.
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SYL canal row: MLASs storm
Punjab Assembly

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chandigarh, 17 March

In an unprecedented
development, MLAs of
opposition INLD in
Harvana today virtually
stormed the Assembly of
neighbouring Punjab to
protest against a move
that could stall con-
struction of a canal by
which Harvana is sup-
posed to receive water.
INLD legislators led
by Leader of Opposition
Abhay Singh Chautala
and state unit president
Ashok Arora went tothe
Punjab Assembly which
isinsession and started
protesting at its gate.
They were protesting
against a bill passed by
Punjab Assembly that
provides for returning
3,928 acres of land
acquired for construoc-
tion of the Sutlej-Yamuo-
na Link (SYL) canal to
the original landowners.
ThelNLD MLAs were
engaged in a scuffle with
the security personnel

outside the Punjab
Assembly

Punjab and Harvana,
with common capital
Chandigarh, have
Assemblies in the same
complex here.

Chautala and his
party MLAs went to
the Punjab Assemhbly
while theirown Assem-
bly was in session.

The INLD MLAs
raised slogans against
the governiments in Pun-
jab and Harvana amnd
demanded that the Bill
be withdrawn.

Later speaking to
reporters, Chautala
said, “We met Punjab
Asgembly Speaker Cha-
ranjit Singh Atwal in
hisroom in the complex
and lodged our protest
against the Bill passed
by the House,

“The passage of the
Bill will trigger a fresh
ow between the two
states. We considered
Punjab as our elder
brother but today they
have betrayed us.”

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9180987?show=print

SC: MAINTAIN
STATUS QUO ON
SYL CANAL LAND

New Delhi, 17 March: The
Supreme Court today
ardered status quo on the Sut-
k) Yamuna Link (SYL)canal
and appointed the Home
Secretary as well as the
Punjab chief secretary and
police chief as the court's
receiver of the canal and
assets associated with it
A Constitution bench
headed by Justice Anil B
Dave comprising Justices
Pinaki Chandra Ghose,
ShivaKirti Singh, AK Goel
and Amitava Roy, said:
"Primafacie, it appears that
an effort has been made to
see that the execution of a
decree of this court is being
made inexecutable and this
court cannot be a silent
spectator of the saidfact and
therefore, we direct that sta-
tusquoshall bemaintained
by the parties.” i

, :DigitalEdition
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SC stalls Punjab’s SYL land act

Orders status quo; tells Union Home Secy, Punjab Chief Secy, DGP to take over land

R SEDHURAMAN

KEW DELHI, MARCH 17

The Supreme Court today
directed the Punjab Govern-
ment and the Centre to
maintain status quo on the
land acquired for the con-
struction of the Sutle]-Yamu-
na Link (8YL) canal, thus
stalling the move to return it
to the farmers,

A five-member Constitu-
tion Bench headed by Justice
Anil R Dave passed the omder
on Haryana's plea for
appointing the Centre as the
court receiver of the land to

prevent Punjab from retum-
ing about 4,000 acres to the
farmers under a law passed
inthe Assembly on March 14,

Arpuing for Haryvana, senior
advoeate Shyam Divan main-

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9180999?show=print

& Prima facie, it
appears thatan attempt
is being made to render
two SC judgments for
the completion of the
SYL canal inrexecutable.
The apex court cannot
remain a spectatoree

—Supreme Court

Iy cited a news report of The
Tribune to contend that the
farmers had already begun

destroving the SYL canal,

particularly in Ropar and
Patiala districts, with the use

of heavy machinery mainky at
the insistence of lwmakers,
even without waiting for the
Governor's assent to the leg-
islation and the subsequent
gazette notification.

In its order, the Bench said
“prima facie, it appears” that
an attempt was being made
to render two SC judgments
for the completion of the
SYL Canal “in-executable”.
The apex court “cannot
remain a spectator”, it said.
The SYL canal is meant for
enabling Harvana to draw
its share of water from Ravi
and Beas rivers,

It appointed the Union
Home Secretary and Pun-
jab's Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police
asjoint receivers of the SYL
canal land and asked them
to ensure status quo. The
SC posted the next hearing
for March 31.

Haryana pleaded that letting
Punjab return the land would
undermine the authority of the
SC, besides endangering the
country's unity and integrity
and the fedeml structure under
which the apex court was the

CONTINUED ON P11
RELATED REPODRTS P4,6
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Farmers can'town SYL land
till Guv okays Bill, norms met

JUPINDERJIT SINGH

CHAN DIGARH, MARCH 17
Though many farmers
have on their own
reclaimed portions of the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal land, they would not
get back ownership till the
Punjab S¥L Canal Land
iReturn of Proprietary
Rights) BEill becomes a law
and is notified by the state
government.

The ownership is a long-
drawn-out process, which
starts with the passing of
the notification of the Bill.
After that, the revenue
records would have to be
updated, for which the land
would be recorded afresh in
the name of the person(s)
who owned it at the time of
its acquisition around 35
YEATS A0,

The Bill has just crossed
the first hurdle with its pas-
sage in the state Assembly.
The next step is the Punjab
Governor's assent to the
Bill. This appears to be a
Herculean task as Kaptan
Singh Solanki is also the

Mrararmrre ~F H arwranna

Step by step

B The SYL Bill has been passed by the Punjab Assembly
B The next step is the Governor's assent to the Bill

B Once the Governor gives his nod, the government will
have to issue a notification to enforce the Act

B After that, the revenue records would have to be updat-
ed, for which the land would be recorded afresh in the
narme of the personis) who owned it at the time of its
acquisition around 35 years ago

EThe ownership of the land at this stage is vested with the

state government

which is opposing the Bill
tooth and nail.

After the Governor's nod,
the governmentwill have to
issue the notification to
enforee the Act.

The ownership of the land
at this stage is vested with
the state government. The
possession of the land in
the revenue records is with
the Department of Irriga-
tion. Revenue and irriga-
tion officials say that in
view of the status quo on
the canal land ordered by
the Supreme Court today,
the portion already filled
with sand can't be touched.

For transferring the owne

archirn  Pram tha anvars

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9180476?show=print

ment to the original owners
from whom the land was
acquired  about three
decades ago, the Revenue
Department would have to
follow the due process of
law, which included the
mutation of land in the
name of original owners ete.
After the completion of the
mutation process, the entry
of ownership will be made
in the name of original own-
ers in the revenue records
{‘jamabandi’).

Following the Supreme
Court order on maintain-
ing status quo over the
canal land, the ownership

process would be further
J']H‘I'J‘.'L‘nl'] nlITJ'\mJ'\'I-'HP' P]ﬂn qp

has made the Punjab Chief
Minister and the Director
General of Police as the
Receivers of the Land.
This means that the land is
in their custody now and
they are its managers, rev-
enue officials said.

Interestingly, the return
of the land to over 5,000
farmers would ‘revive’
many dead persons as own-
ers of the pieces of land.

Revenue officials  said
the persons who owned it
at the time of acquisition
would still be the owners,
whether alive or dead. The
heirs would have to prove
their claim via a succes-
sion certificate.

Mo action on forest plunder
Though the Forest Depart-
ment has complained to
the Deputy Commissioners
concerned for the registra-
tion of a case over the plun-
der of forest areas, no
action has been taken so
far, Government officials
were not willing to be quot-
ed on the issue as the
whole exercise had the gov-

armrmant’s hanlineg

17



3/18/2016

RucHmka M. KHANNA &
GEETANJALL GAYATRI
CHAN DIGARH, MARCH 17
In an unprecedented move,
10 Indian National Lok Dal
MLAs today tried to storm
intothe Punjab Vidhan Sab-
ha, while raising slogans
against the Punjab and Cen-
tral povernments for “fail-
ing to protect” Harvana's
rights over the Rawvi and
Beaswaters,

Led by Leader of Opposi-
tion Abhay Chautala, the

Mittal: Re-unite states

o8 \LAs violat
ed all nornms of
legislative rules,
Onlysolution

would be seco &
nd re-organisation; Punjab,

Haryana should be united *
Madan Mohan Mittal, ure g1e eanee

MLAs came towarmds the
main entmnee of the Vidhan
Sabha, where they were
stopped by the security staff,
All Punjab ministers, barring

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9181045?show=print
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Unruly assembly outside neighbours Houses

Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal, Deputy CM
Sukhbir Singh Badal, who
had left the House — and
Food Supply Minister Adaish
Pratap Kairon, who was

absent — were in the House,

along with Congress and
Independent MLAS.

The high drama did not end
there. In retaliation to the
“challenge” by INLD, 10 Pun-
jab Congress MLAs led by
Leader of Opposition Cha-
ranjit Singh Channi marched
towards the Haryana Assem-

bly and raised slogans, elaim-
ing that not a drop of water
from Punjab  would be
allowed to flow to Haryana,

The twin actions invited the
wrath of both the Punjab and
Haryana assemblies, with
condemnation  resolutions
being passed.

Eadier in the day, INLD
MLAs stood outside the Pun-
jab  House entrance for
almost 20 minutes and mised
slopgans against the passage
of The Punjab SYL Canal

CONTINUED 0N P11

INLD snaps ties with SAD

#elt's a black chapter in
the history of Punjab and
Haryana and we have
severed all ties with Akali
Dal over denying Haryana
its rightful share of water.
We are ready to fight the
battle onthe ground and
our party workers will re-
dig the canal filled up by
Punjabis and restore itto
its original form®®

Abhay Chautala, M L=anes
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Upset Haryana tells Delhi govt
to build separate canal for water

TOUGH TALK Haryana minister tells Delhi CM his

HIMACHA

stand on SYL is against the interest of people, farmers ™ prapEsH

5

CANAL OF CONTROVERSY

The sharing of Ravi-Beas water has been a matter of
contention between Punjab and Haryana

Pl

W

m The Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
is a212-kilometre — 121 km in

canal linking the Punjab Sutlej
basin and the Yamuna basin.

® Punjab stopped construction of
the canal after 90% of it was
built at a cost of 2700 crore.

= While Haryana has been

= A file photo of the Sutlej-Yamuna Canal in Punjab’s Patiala.

Punjab and 91 km in Haryana —

seeking its “rightful” share,
successive Punjab governments
have refused to share even a
drop of water.

= With Punjab polls ahead in
2017, issue has surfaced
again. Arvind Kejriwal, whose
party AAP is contesting the
elections, has taken a pro-Pun-

BHN(RA DAM

NANGAL DAM

SUTLEJ

PUNJAB -

Total Length

In Punjab
121 KM

KARNAL

jab stand. The Supreme Court,
in its January 2002 and June
2004 orders, directed the
Punjab government to com-
plete the remaining portion of
the SYL canal.

= Haryana miffed by Kejriwal’s
stand against the construction
of the canal, told Delhi to build
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a separate canal

u Delhi depends on Haryana for
water supply to Okhla,
Dwarka and Bawana
through canals

= One such canal, Munak, flows
from Sonepat and supplies
400 MGD of water to the
national capital

HT Corr lent

= letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The Haryana gov-
ernment on Thursday asked
Delhi to build a separate canal
to carry its share of river water.
Delhi chief minister AAP leader
Arvind Kejriwal’s stand on the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
has upset Haryana

During his visit to Kapurthala
(Punjab) on Tuesday, Kejriwal
said he was against the construc-
tion of the canal as Punjab had
no water to spare for other states.

In a letter to Kejriwal on
Thursday, Haryana irrigation
minister Om Prakash Dhankar
expressed the state’s inability to
carry Delhi’s share of river water
through its canal system in view
of Kejriwal’s position.

The Delhi chief minister stand,

Letter by Haryana

minister is a cheap
tactic to divert attention
from real issues. Haryana
is facing complete
collapse of law & order.

KAPIL MISHRA, Delhi water minister
=

he said, was against the interest
of people and farmers of Haryana,
which is fighting a bitter battle
with Punjab over the canal.

“You should get your own
separate canal constructed from
Nangal Dam and Tajewala bar-
rage to carry water of Delhi, so
that the city’s share of river water
canreach it due to your efforts,”
he wrote.

Taking on the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) leader for oppos-
ing the SYL canal, Dhankar
reminded him that Haryana
was allocated 3.5 million acre feet
(MAF)and Delhi 0.2 MAF of Ravi
Beas water from the Nangal Dam.

“Haryana carries Delhi’s
share of water through the
Bhakra Main Line (BML) canal
and delivers it to the national cap-
ital through the Narwana branch
and the Western Yamuna canal
system. We are unable to take our
498 cusecs of water because of the
load for Delhi,” he added.

The irrigation minister
said that 330 cusecs of addi-
tional water from Yamuna was
delivered to Delhi through the
‘Western Yamuna Canal system.
“We have water from Ravi Beas
available for Haryana and Delhi
at Nangal Dam, but no resources
to carry it,” he wrote, accusing

the AAP leader of opposing the
only available option for carry-
ing this water due to his political
interests in Punjab.

Dhankar wrote that Kejriwal
had worked against the interests
of people of Delhi in opposing
the construction of the canal.
Kejriwal belongs to Haryana
and his party has emerged as a
strong contender in poll-bound
Punjab.

Delhi water minister Kapil
Mishra, later, took to Twitter
against the letter.

“Letter by Haryana minister
is a cheap tactic to divert atten-
tion from real issues. Haryana is
facing complete collapse of law
& order. BJP MLAs in Haryana
have put their own govt on notice
and they don't know how to han-
dle protest and maintain peace,”
Mishra tweeted.
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The Times of India

Title : Stop politics over Sutlej canal, SC tells Punjab
Author : Dhananjay Mahapatra

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 03/18/2016

Stalls Move To Denotify Land

Nearly 12 years after it ordered construction of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal, the Supreme Court on Thursday stepped in to crack the whip on
election Haryana MLAs storm Punjab assembly, P 15 driven politics intended to halt building of the canal and directed the Punjab government to
maintain status quo on land acquired for it.

The order came three days after the Akali Dal-led government pushed a bill denotifying canal land. It was a move reminiscent of Amarinder Singh
bringing a law in 2004 to terminate watersharing agreements with Haryana and Rajasthan.

“Prima facie it appears effort is being made to make the 2004 decree of the Supreme Court (for building of SYL ca nal) unexecutable. The court
cannot be a silent spectator to this, the SC bench said. A five-judge Constitution bench slammed the poli tics over SYL canal, which has the tacit
support of Congress and Delhi chief min ister Arvind Kejriwal, whose party AAP is contesting as sembly elections in Punjab next year in a big way.

It directed the Union home secretary and Punjab's chief secretary and director general of police to take control of the entire stretch of land in Pun jab
acquired for construction of SYL canal and “strictly maintain status quo*. Kejri wal jumped into the fray dur ing his campaign in Punjab, taking the
populist line against the SYL canal on the ground that Punjab had no wa ter to spare, prompting a sharp reaction from Haryana which supplies water
to Delhi through the Munak canal. The order was passed by the bench of Justices A R Dave, P C Ghose, S K Singh, Adarsh K Goel and Amitava Roy
after Haryana's counsel Shyam Divan showed media reports of farmers using earthmovers and bulldozers, allegedly at the behest of politicians, to
level the land meant for construction of SYL canal.Divan argued forcefully that the legislative step taken by Punjab was unconstitutional and against
the very soul of the federal structure envisaged by the Constitution. “If a state can be allowed to take such steps which is in the teeth of the Supreme
Court's decree, then the other state will also resort to extra-constitutional methods to protect its right. And that will spell the end of constitutionalism
and federalism,” Divan said. When Punjab's counsel, Ram Jethmalani and Rajeev Dhavan, opposed the interim stay saying they needed time to get
instructions on the ground situation, the bench shot back, “We had drawn the attention of Punjab government on Monday to the issue when Haryana
pointed out the bill being moved in the assembly .*

It also brushed aside the Centre's ar Centre's arguments through so licitor general Ranjit Kumar who wanted time to find out whether the Centre had
taken steps to construct the canal as per the 2004 decree in the 10 years of UPA rule.

The SC in its judgment of June 4, 2004 directed the Union government to mobil ise a central agency to take up construction of SYL canal in Punjab
under the supervision of a high-powered committee and directed Punjab to hand over land to the central agency.Immediately thereafter, the then
Congress government in Punjab passed a law on July 12, 2004 scrapping its water-sharing agreements with neighbouring states. This forced the
Centre to send a presidential reference seeking the SC's opinion on the constitutionality of the Punjab legislation. When the matter was finally taken up
for hearing by the SC 12 years later, the state was going into elections and most political parties agreed to the legislation that was aimed at frustrating
the SC's decree for construction of SYL canal. The new legislation by the Akali-BJP government intended to cancel the land acquired for the canal
and return it to farmers if they paid back the compensation amount with interest.

DRAGGING ON FOR DECADES .~ -

» 1966 | Reorganisation portion. Punjab skips ;

of Punjab; it is decided ~ deadlines, moves Bhakra dam

that Haryana will get ~ 5C repeatedly = P
share of Sutle] water » 2004 5C “_—_ JFChandigarh
» 1977 | Land orders Punjabto | FUNIAB T
acquisitionstarts for ~ complete canal. Sutlej A
214km Sutlej Yamuna  state govipasses | Famuma Y P4
link - 122km of it At teminaﬁng link l:i.-l'!_._al.' ,rf'._‘}Q.h’
in Punjab and water-sharing pacts. -~ ‘{!}‘-\‘
92km in Haryana Matter referred HARYANA S (

» 1980 | Haryana ta SC for presidential ) up
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Article Date : 03/18/2016

Kejri's Stand On SYL Draws Angry Response

Delhi chief minister Arvind Kejriwal's comments opposing the Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal, coming soon after the Jat agitation hit he city's water
supply , drew an angry response from Haryana with its irrigation minister Om Prakash Dhankar asking Delhi to construct a separate canal from
Nangal dam to source its water.

Delhi seems to have been pulled into Punjab-Haryana water politics as Dhankar's etter to Kejriwal could be in erpreted as a veiled threat to stop water
supply to the national Capital.

“Keeping in view of your stand, Haryana would not be able to supply water through ts canal system to you because you have stood up against he
interests of people of Haryana. Please construct a separate canal for Delhi from Nangal dam (Punjab) and Ta ewala (barrage in Haryana), so that the
water (share) can reach Delhi by your efforts, said Dhankar's letter.

The tough talk is seen in he context of Haryana's cla m to SYL waters and the supply of water to Delhi through the Munak canal that was recently
breached by Jat agi tationists. The letter is seen as a move by the Haryana go vernment to up the ante in its political posturing over the sensitive issue
of water sha ring after Kejriwal took a po pulist line during a visit to Punjab where AAP hopes to be in contention to form a go vernment in next
year's as sembly election.

Haryana seems to have se en red over the AAP chief's de cision to prioritise Punjab's interests despite Haryana's role in facilitating water to the
capital. Going into the back ground of the water sharing Dhankar said Haryana was al lotted 3.5 MAF (million acre feet) water and Delhi 0.2 MAF
from Nangal dam. Haryana brings Delhi's share of 0.2 MAF through Bhakra Main Line canal from Nangal and it reaches the capital from Haryana
thorough its Narwana branch canal and Western Yamuna Canal system.

“Because of the burden (of) Delhi, Haryana is not able to receive its 498 cusecs of water. Apart from this, Haryana also supplies 330 cusecs of water
of Yamuna canal to Delhi through Western Yamuna canal,* said Dhankar.

“The Delhi CM should keep in view the interests of Haryana's people as Delhi was getting water through Haryana,* said Haryana finance minister
Captain Abhimanyu, terming Kejriwal's statement as irresponsible.

He also reminded Kejriwal that he was born in Siwani town of Haryana where the water level is lowest.

ACTION & REACTION: Om Prakash Dhankar (right) slammed
Arvind Kejriwal for standing up against Haryana's interests
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Trend Being Linked To Surge In Renewable Energy Production
In a surprising bit of good news concerning the bleak climate change scenario, preliminary data shows that global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions
from burning of fossil fuels did not increase in 2015.

This was the second year in a row when carbon emissions from energy-related use stayed flat.
Burning of fossil fuels contributes nearly twothirds of all carbon dioxide emissions globally with the rest arising from agriculture, deforestation etc.

While this stagnation is welcome news, and an indication that emissions can be controlled, it does not mean that global warming has stalled. That's
because there are already excess greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

Released by the International Energy Agency (IEA) in Paris on Tuesday , the data pegged 2015 CO2 emissions at 32.1 billion tonnes, virtually the
same as in 2014.

This led several experts to claim that economic growth and emissions are no longer coupled or linked to each other because average global economic
growth in these two years was over 3% per year, and yet carbon dioxide emissions were not increasing.

“The new figures confirm last year's surprising but welcome news: we now have seen two straight years of greenhouse gas emissions decoupling from
economic growth,* said the energy agency's executive director Fatih Birol.

In absolute terms, the total carbon dioxide release from energy use in 2015 was more than double what it was in 1975, and over a third more than in
2001.But the average 4% per year rate of growth seems to have been checked. The main reason for st alling of CO2 emissions from energy
consumption appears to be the surge in renewable energy produc tion, the slowdown in the Chinese economy and re placement of oil with natu ral gas
in the United States China and the US are the world's largest emitters.

In 2015, 90% of new elec tricity generation was from renewable sources, with wind energy alone produ cing half of it, preliminary date of the
International Energy Agency suggests.

In the more than 40 years that the energy agency has been providing information on carbon dioxide emissions, there have been only four periods when
emissions stood still or fell compared to the previous year. Three of those occasions -the early 1980s, 1992 and 2009 -were associated with global
economic weakness.

But the current brake on emissions increase is the first time that this has happened during a global economic expansion. However, this link is still
tenuous as China did slow down from the zooming growth it has enjoyed in previous years.

In China, emissions de clined by 1.5%, as coal use dropped for the second consecutive year. In 2015, coal generated less than 70% of Chinese
electricity , ten percentage points less than four years ago (in 2011).

Over the same period, low-carbon sources jumped from 19% to 28%, with hydro and wind accounting for most of the increase.
In the US, emissions declined by 2%, as a large switch from coal to natural gas use in electricity generation took place.

In the European Union, too, renewables accounted for 15% of energy generation, up from 11% in 2011, according to a report of the EU released
recently .

Phato: © Lawne Kennedy Carbes
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Stalls Move To Denotify Land

Nearly 12 years after it ordered construction of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal, the Supreme Court on Thursday stepped in to crack the whip on
election Haryana MLAs storm Punjab assembly, P 15 driven politics intended to halt building of the canal and directed the Punjab government to
maintain status quo on land acquired for it.

The order came three days after the Akali Dal-led government pushed a bill denotifying canal land. It was a move reminiscent of Amarinder Singh
bringing a law in 2004 to terminate watersharing agreements with Haryana and Rajasthan.

“Prima facie it appears effort is being made to make the 2004 decree of the Supreme Court (for building of SYL ca nal) unexecutable. The court
cannot be a silent spectator to this, the SC bench said. A five-judge Constitution bench slammed the poli tics over SYL canal, which has the tacit
support of Congress and Delhi chief min ister Arvind Kejriwal, whose party AAP is contesting as sembly elections in Punjab next year in a big way.

It directed the Union home secretary and Punjab's chief secretary and director general of police to take control of the entire stretch of land in Pun jab
acquired for construction of SYL canal and “strictly maintain status quo*. Kejri wal jumped into the fray dur ing his campaign in Punjab, taking the
populist line against the SYL canal on the ground that Punjab had no wa ter to spare, prompting a sharp reaction from Haryana which supplies water
to Delhi through the Munak canal. The order was passed by the bench of Justices A R Dave, P C Ghose, S K Singh, Adarsh K Goel and Amitava Roy
after Haryana's counsel Shyam Divan showed media reports of farmers using earthmovers and bulldozers, allegedly at the behest of politicians, to
level the land meant for construction of SYL canal.Divan argued forcefully that the legislative step taken by Punjab was unconstitutional and against
the very soul of the federal structure envisaged by the Constitution. “If a state can be allowed to take such steps which is in the teeth of the Supreme
Court's decree, then the other state will also resort to extra-constitutional methods to protect its right. And that will spell the end of constitutionalism
and federalism,” Divan said. When Punjab's counsel, Ram Jethmalani and Rajeev Dhavan, opposed the interim stay saying they needed time to get
instructions on the ground situation, the bench shot back, “We had drawn the attention of Punjab government on Monday to the issue when Haryana
pointed out the bill being moved in the assembly .*

It also brushed aside the Centre's ar Centre's arguments through so licitor general Ranjit Kumar who wanted time to find out whether the Centre had
taken steps to construct the canal as per the 2004 decree in the 10 years of UPA rule.

The SC in its judgment of June 4, 2004 directed the Union government to mobil ise a central agency to take up construction of SYL canal in Punjab
under the supervision of a high-powered committee and directed Punjab to hand over land to the central agency.Immediately thereafter, the then
Congress government in Punjab passed a law on July 12, 2004 scrapping its water-sharing agreements with neighbouring states. This forced the
Centre to send a presidential reference seeking the SC's opinion on the constitutionality of the Punjab legislation. When the matter was finally taken up
for hearing by the SC 12 years later, the state was going into elections and most political parties agreed to the legislation that was aimed at frustrating
the SC's decree for construction of SYL canal. The new legislation by the Akali-BJP government intended to cancel the land acquired for the canal
and return it to farmers if they paid back the compensation amount with interest.

DRAGGING ON FOR DECADES . -

» 1966 | Reorganisation portion. Punjab skips :
of Punjab; it is decided ~ deadlines, moves Bhakra dam
that Haryana will get ~ SC repeatedly -
share of Sutlej water > 2004 | SC ~—

» 1977 | Land orders Punjab to
acquisition starts for complete canal.

214km Sutlej Yamuna  state govt passes

link - 122km of it Act terminating :
in Punjab and water-sharing pacts. -~ /
92km in Haryana Matter referred b
= 1980 | Haryana to 5C for presidential J ) up

completes its reference. Still pending
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Plants May Have Smaller Role In Temperature Rise
Trees can adapt to rising emperatures and limit their na ural emissions of greenhouse gases, according to a study published on Wednesday that
suggests plants may have a smaller than expected role in stoking man-made global warming.

Trees, plants, people and other animals produce carbon dioxide as a waste product from burning energy . As temperatures rise, trees use more energy
in respiration and emit more carbon dioxide rom their leaves.

“Plant respiration results in an annual flux of carbon dioxide o the atmosphere that is six times as large as that due to the emissions from fossil fuel
burning, so changes in either will impact future climate,* scientists wrote in the ournal Nature.

They found that 10 types of North American trees, in artificially heated outdoor forest plots, adapted to higher temperatures without drastically
boosting the amount of carbon produced by heir leaves.

“Plants play less of a role than previously thought in speeding up global warming through accelera ed respiratory carbon dioxide emissions, lead
author Peter Re ch of University of Minnesota in he US said.

“Given the number of plants on Earth this is a big deal, he said of their role in the carbon cycle.

Apart from respiration, trees also absorb carbon dioxide to build roots, branches and leaves, and release it when they rot or burn.The study , and other
experts, cautioned that the research only focused on respiration by leaves.

Martijn Slot, of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama who was not involved with the study , said respiration was only part of the
story .

“Global warming will also affect other plant properties -photosynthesis, growth, mortality and reproduction -and we are a long way from a complete
under standing of the effects of rising temperatures on any of those processes,* he said.

Pierre Friedlingstein, a climate expert at Exeter University, said the study drew too many conclusions from leaf respiration.

In the study, scientists placed heaters, both above the ground and in the soil, around trees and raised the average temperatures by 3.4° Celsius above
normal in experiments that lasted from three to five years.

They found the trees raised their respiration by just 5%, against a predicted 23% with no acclimatisation, indicating that trees can adapt to higher
temperatures. REUTERS

Phatas: Rediters

UNDERGROUND REFUGE: A man has

S built an underground home in San Isidro
A de Perez Zeledon, Costa Rica, to stay

RN away from noise pollution and avoid

effects of climate change. He started
digging through red soil and volcanic
rock on his farm 12 years ago to bulld
the subterranean house, between 15
and 63ft underground. The dwelling, he
says provides a peaceful and
comfortable life for him and his family.
The house, which has bedrooms, a
dining area, a hallway and bathrooms,
now spreads over 185.8 square metres
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Build separate canal, Haryana tells Delhi

e Vikas Vasudeva
e Maria Akram

The HIndu

The Delhi CM was opposing the construction of the Sutlej Yamuna Link Canal with an eye on Punjab polls, says Haryana Minister.

Accusing Delhi Chief Minister and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) convener Arvind Kejriwal of adopting anti-Haryana stance for political gains on
the controversial issue of Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) canal, Haryana Agriculture and Irrigation Minister O.P. Dhankar on Thursday asked him
to construct a separate canal to carry Delhi’s share of water.

The Delhi government replied to it by saying that in case of any such event forced upon Delhi, the government would approach the Supreme
Court.

Mr. Dhankar, in a letter to Delhi Chief Minister, wrote: “In the wake of your stand, it will be difficult for Haryana to deliver Delhi’s share of
water through its existing canal system. You should take up the trouble of constructing a separate canal from Nangal dam and Tajewala by
your efforts to carry Delhi’s share of water to Delhi,” said the letter.

Mr. Kejriwal had earlier said that he was against the construction of the SYL canal as Punjab did not have surplus water to spare. Mr.
Dhankar alleged that Mr. Kejriwal had opposed the proposed canal with an eye on political gains in Punjab ahead of the Assembly elections
due in 2017.

The letter reads: “You must be aware that Haryana was allocated 3.5 MAF and Delhi 0.2 MAF of water from Ravi-Beas through Nangal dam.
Haryana, through the Bhakra main line (Punjab) gets Delhi’s 0.2 MAF share of water and channelises it through Narwana Branch and
Western Yamuna Canal systems to make it reach Delhi. And due to this, Haryana is not able to lift its share of 496 cusec of water.”

“And you have opposed the SYL canal. It was through this canal, water for Haryana and Delhi would have come,” the letter said.

Reacting to the letter, Delhi’s Water Minister Kapil Mishra said: “The letter is a cheap tactic to divert the attention from the real issue of
major law and order problem in Haryana. The BJP government in Haryana is not doing us a favour by supplying water to Delhi, they are
obligated to do so. The Supreme Court is directly monitoring it.”

He said Haryana doesn’t share extra water and only the quantity of water ordered by the Supreme Court was released.

Notably, last month, when the people of Haryana belonging to Jat community were agitating for reservation, the protesters had shut the gates
of Munak Canal, which brings water to Delhi. As a result, seven of the Delhi Jal Board’s treatment plants were shut and supply to many parts
of the Delhi were severely hit.

RELATED NEWS Post Comment
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Supreme Court stops Punjab from levelling Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal land

* PTI

PTI

Patiala Mayor Amarinder Singh Bajaj operates a JCB machine brought by youth activists of the Shiromani Akali Dal to fill up the Sutlej-
Yamuna Link Canal, near Banu-Chandigarh road on Wednesday.

Union Home Secretary and Punjab Chief Secretary and DGP appointed foint receiver’ of land and other property meant for the SYL canal.

In a setback to Punjab, the Supreme Court on directed maintenance of status quo on land meant for Sutlej-Yamuna Link Canal after Haryana
alleged that attempts have been made to alter its use by levelling it.

The apex court in its interim order also appointed Union Home Secretary and Punjab’s Chief Secretary and Director-General of Police (DGP)
as the joint receiver’ of land and other property meant for the SYL canal till the next date of hearing on March 31, 2016.

A five-judge Constitution Bench headed by Justice A.R. Dave passed the order with a hard-hitting observation that “an effort is made to make
execution of the decree of this court unexecutable and this court cannot be a silent spectator”.

It passed the order on an urgent application moved by the Haryana government submitting that the Punjab Assembly on March 14, 2016
passed a bill against the construction of contentious SYL canal providing for transfer of proprietary rights back to the land owners free of cost.

WATER POLITICS

The SYL canal issue was back in the news earlier this month
after Haryana sought early hearing in the Supreme Court on the
Presidential reference that has been pending for around 12 years

© The issue escalated after the ( The letter by
Punjab Assembly recently passed Mr. Dhankar
The Punjab Sutlej Yamuna Link is a cheap tactic

Canal (Rehabilitation and Re-vesting : ;
of Proprietary Rights) Bill, 2016, to | L0 divert attention
de-notify land acquired to build from the real issue
the SYL canal in Punjab of major law

© Delhi Jal Board on an average aﬂdbcl}rder
supplies 895 MGD of water to the problem
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Senior advocate Shyam Divan said the bill awaiting Governor’s assent would negate the apex court’s 2004 decree calling for unhindered
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construction of the canal which will provide share of its water to Haryana.

He referred to reports with photographs that JCB and earthmoving equipments have been arranged for levelling the land in the Punjab part
of the canal and sought ad-interim protection by appointing the ‘court receiver’ and restraining the publication of the assent to the bill in
gazette notification.

Haryana’s application was opposed by senior advocates Ram Jethmalani and Rajeev Dhawan, appearing for Punjab, who submitted that the
apex court has only advisory jurisdiction and cannot pass interim orders as there was no prima facie case made out and the arguments of the
opposite side was based on media reports.

However, Mr. Dhawan’s submission on media reports did not cut much ice with the bench, which shot back, “Do you think that what has been
stated in the newspapers is incorrect?”

“You could have done something on Monday (the day the bill was passed in Punjab Assembly),” the bench said adding that if anything
happens in between “we will modify our order”.

Like the Punjab government, the Centre, through Solicitor-General Ranjit Kumar, sought an adjournment maintaining that he needed to take
instruction as he was not aware of the ground reality and needed to speak to officials.

The Solicitor-General was also of the view that the apex court should refrain from passing any interim order on appointment of receiver.
However, the bench said there was a need for an interim order in view of the prevailing situation.

“After hearing the contentions of the parties, we find that an effort is made to make execution of the decree of this court unexecutable. In
these circumstances, this court cannot be a silent spectator.

“The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs and Chief Secretary of Punjab and Punjab’s DGP will be the joint receiver. Status quo be maintained
for the land meant for the SYL canal,” the bench, also comprising Justices P.C. Ghose, Shiva Kirti Singh, A.K. Goel and Amitava Roy said
while posting the matter for further hearing on March 31, 2016.
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