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Water level 1n KRS dlpS further

Oiﬁaals conﬁdent of Weathermg CI'lSlS t111 monsoon showers arrive

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT
MANDYA .
The light showers over the
past few days in southern
Karnataka has done little to
stop the water level at the'
Krishnaraja Sagar - (KRS) = |
reservoir from dlppmg even %
further. . - &

The water level in the
reservoir dipped to 74.17 ft
at 6 a.m. on Monday and
then to 73.95. ft ‘in the
evening. .

For the first tlme in the
year, the levels have dipped
below the Minimum Draw-

- down Level (MDDL), which
. signifies the minimum wa-

.. ter needed for power gener-
ation and irrigation of 74

. feet. The reservoir had

Gomgdown The Krlshnaraja Sagar reservmr as seen on Monday

80 87 ft of water on Aprxl 17
last year.

However, with more than
14 ft of water — or around

4.04 thousand mllhon cubic
feet of water — left until
‘dead storage’ is reached, of-
ficials are - confident of

Bw DT T T R LR R s e

Wori . i e

indian Netion
Nzai Duriiya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

weathering the crisis until the

. monsoon showers hit the re-

glon in June.

‘Enough water’

“MDDL is only a marker and
will not affect drinking water
supply. Below this line, water
will not flow into irrigation
canals. There is enough water

left to provide for Bengaluru

and other towns,” said B. Shiv-
ashankar, Managing Director,

‘Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Ltd.

Officials said . with
Bengaluru needing 1.5 TMC of
water till June, and Mysuru,
Mandya, Ramanagaram and
other places also needing wa-
ter, it is a touch- -and-go situ-
ation till the reservoir levels
rise. S
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PM Narendra MOdl inaugurates Phase 1 of SAUNI Yojana in Botad on Monday Ewpre.;s\ \Cb

‘Water is prasad, nobody has right to waste’

. GOPALKATESHIYA

BOTAD, APRIL17

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
onMonday said that nobody has

 the right to waste a drop of
" Narmada water being pumped

toreservoirsin Saurashtra as part
of Saurashtra Narmada Avtaran
Irrigation (SAUNI) Yojana as the
project was being funded by
taxes collected from the poor.
“The Gujarat government has
estimated a budget of Rs 16,000
crore to pump water by SAUNI
Yojana... If we channel water
through open canals, the expe-
nse can be less. But we decided

that we will pump water thr-
ough pipelines as only then can
we take water to the last farm....
Irequestall brothers and sisters,

1 request the entire Gujarat.

These pipelines have been laid
by taxes collected from the poor-
est of Gujarat. This is an attempt
to supply water to the poorest.
This water is a prasad (gift) of
God. Neither me nor you have
any right to waste a drop of it,”
Modi said.

The PM was addressing a
public meeting here after dedi- -
cating to the public phase-I of
Link-Ilof SAUNI Yojana. The Link-
Tl pipeline canal has been de-
signed to pump Narmada water

into 17 dams in Botad, Bhav-
nagar and Amreli districts. The
be 257-km line will have capac-
ityto carry 258 million cubic me-
tres of water.

The PMalso praised Madhya

The Times of India {A)

Pradesh CM Shivraj Singh Cho-

uhanforhisyatrato conserve the
Narmada. Meanwhile, in Jabal-
pur, BJP president Amit Shah said
that after completion of the
Narmada Sewa Yatra campaign,
the river will be ranked among
the cleanest in the world.

The PMO tweeted, “Water is
a‘prasad’ from nature. This is be-
ing done so that our farmers are
happy. Work happened with
great effort, not via short cuts.”
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infoon Ganga

New Delhi: The National
~ Green Tribunal = on
- Monday asked the Centre
! to clarify what should be .
the minimum environ-
B ¢ mental flowin the Ganga,
/ i inabid toensure uninter-
i rupted water supply in -
. the river. The NGT said
that unless excessive ex-
traction of water and dis-
charge of high poliutants
is controlled, it would be
difficult to restore Ganga
toits pristine condition. A
bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Swat-
anter Kumar directed the -
Environment Ministry,
Ministry . of ~Water
Resources and Central
Pollution Control Board to
provide complete infor-
fnation on environmen-

. tal flow to be maintained L
o in the river, PTI y
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