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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHY, 17 MAY

Amidreports of the South West
monsoon arriving on time,
states’ relief commissioners
and disaster management
officials on Tuesday discussed
the preparedness to face
threat of natural disaster from
the SW Monsoon this year.
The annual conference of
28 states and two Union ter-
ritories, along with officials of
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), Central Min-
istries, Central Armed Police
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Forces (CAPFs), India Mete-
orological Department (IMD),
Central Water Commission
(CWC), DRDO, GSI,ISRO and
otherscientific organisations,
and Armed forces discussed
thesituation. The meetingwas
convened by the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

The conference, inaugu-
rated by Union home secre-
tary RajivMehrishi, took stock
of early warning systems,
flood management, disaster
management plans of the
states and Union territories.
Checking the readiness of

the equipmentand commu-
nication systems, advance
procurement of necessary
re-lief materials, communi-
ty-based disaster manage-
ment and coordinated
approach for disaster response
atthe districtlevel were high-
lighted.

‘During the conference, it
was noted that concerted
efforts had helped in min-
imising theloss of human lives.

_The need for coordination

among all the Central and state
governmentagencieswasre-
emphasised.
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‘Ganga in Haridwar
unﬁt even for bathing’ .

Times News NEnNoaK 1

LEVEL W THE
PERMISSIBLE LIMIT

»According to CPCB

norms, biological oxygen

demand (BOD) levels should
“be less than 3 mg per litre
-for bathing purposes

» But levels go up to

6.4 mg per litre in the river

> ‘Anywhere between

Dehradun: A dip in the-

' Ganga may wash away your

¢ sinsbut the river’s water isal-

. solikely tomake yousick. The

* Central Pollution Control Bo-

ard’sreply toan RTIqueryptit
upbyTOIhassaidthatthewa- -

» ter of the river along Harid-

war is not even fit for bathing.

The CPCB has said that

.- water in Haridwar district fa-

+ 1ls almost all parameters of - | 50,000 and 1 fakh devotees
+ safefy Accordingtoofficialso- | hatha in over 20 ghats of
urces, nearly 50,0001 lakh de- Haridwar every day

votees take baths in over 20

=t

Ry

ghats of Haridwar every day
Tests were done at 11 locations
in Uttarakhand, from Gangot-

- ri to Haridwar, a distance of
294km along theriver. The RTI

filed sought details of water
quality and  locations from
which samplesare collected.
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| . Ganga water fails
‘teston all indicators
T Ay

M Bhardwaj, senior scientist of the
" CPCB, stated that four main dic-
. }j\tors of river water quality weretal
en into account when examining the 29
¢ km stretch. These included temperature
dissolved oxygen (DO), biological oxygen
demand (BOD) and coliform (bacteria).
Clinical tests of water samples showed
highlevelsof BOD, coliform andothertox-
icmaterials around Haridwar district.
According to CPCB norms, BOD levels
should be less than 3 mg per litre for bath-
ing purposes. Butthelevels goup to6. 4mg
perlitreintheriver's water,
Presence of high-level coliform fur-
ther threw light on the severity of water
- pollution in Haridwar. The total coliform ‘
.+ value here is between 90 MPN (most prob-
w1 able number) per100'm]to 1,600 MPN per
7 x 100 ml Adcording to the CPCB report, the
coliform values should be 500 MPN/100m1
+ orlessforbathing purposes.
Moreover, the acceptable limit for DO
- is5mgperlitre or more but in Haridwar it
" is 4 mg t0 10.6 mg per litre. Noted environ-
mentalist Anil Joshi said, “Haridwar has
emerged as an industrial and tourist hub
and unless sewage treatment plants (STP) v K
are installed and water discharge quality .
ismonitored strictly, the ghats w1ll contin- B
uetoremain poliuted.”
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