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th over three decades’
experience in dealingwith
India’s water resources
sector,.Central Water
Commission (CWC) chairman S Masood
Hussain can be called the ‘water-man
of India’. He blames the country’s
perennial water crisis on what he terms
self-appointed champions of anti-
damactivists. Hussain, who also holds
additional charge as Director Gener-
al, National Water Development Agency,

said much of the country's waterwoes’
could have been addressedifa network

of damshad comeup across the coun-
try: In an interview to DIPANKAR
CHAKRABORTY, hesaid that the CWEC,
for the first time, would not only pre-
diet floods but also the areas it would
hitusingstate-of-the-art technologyand
space science data. Excerpts:

: What is the significance of the
9th International micro irriga-
tion conference titled ‘Micro Irri-
gation In Modern Agriculture’ to
be held in India?

A: We have to increase water use
efficiency in agriculture. Use of
micro-irrigation such as drip or
sprinkler irrigation is one of the most
effective ways of increasing water use
efficiency. This will help save water
and enhance productivity. Since
water use efficiency in India is low
the conference will help the cause of
micro-irrigation. Micro-irrigation is.
very effectively being used success-
fully in the use of Narmada water in

. Rajasthan. The Water Resource Min-
istry is engaged in promoting micro-
irrigation across the country.

Q:Whatis reservoir storage mon-

i?

A:We carry out monitoring of 91
major reservoirs inthe couniry com-
prising about 65 per cent of the total
storage. We have over 5,000 small and
big dams. The monitoring enables us
and state governments to plan water
releases. Every Thursday evening, we
release the latest data.

Q: India is facing a severe water

itoring system and how useful is

scarcity. Your data till April 2018
shows overall water storage has
been less than the ‘average stor-
age’ of the last decade. Is the sitn-
ation really alarming?

A: There is definitely a shortage
in the volume of water in reservoirs
when we compare it to 10 years' aver-
age. But it may net alone suffice to
understand the water position. Rain-
fall has been deficient, in summer,
winter and monsoon, in the past 2 to
3 years. Factors like last year's rainfall

and water taken out of reservoirs have
to be seen together. The storage is
thus not absolute, itdepends on how
much water you are drawing.

Q: Is the rainfall shortage atirib-
utable to climate change and
other environmental factors?

A: It has become fashionable
these days to attribute all such rainfall
shortage to climate change. First you
have to see the natural phenomenon
has an in-built variation in itself. It

would thus be harsh to attribute it
to any specific factor like climate
change. Climate change is shifting
the location, not availability, and
here the availability of water is less.

Q: What is the role of dams in
the management of water
resources? You have been a
Strong votary of building dams.

resources and management are two
important aspects of water
resources: Development of water
resources means ereation of more
water storage through creation of
more dams. An gverwhelming
quantity of water gcemes during the

this water, we cannot use it. There
is a need to create more water stor-
age. Over a period of time there has
been a resistance to building dams
to create water storage. Such
pratests are Imsplacel:l

Q: These prutests are over the
likely seismic 1mpact of build-
ing dams. 5

esources engl-

the creation of larger reservoirs are
all misplaced. Some of our environ-
mentalists or so-called activists not
only in India but other countries
have misled the peaple. I don't want
to name anybody but there is an
entire lobby of environmentalists.

Q: Why do we need only dams
as means of water storage?
A: Without big dams or reser-

' voirs whatever prosperity we have

been observing around us would not
hiave been possiblesThe green revo-
lution would not have been possible
without Bhakra or other dams. We
have already wasted t0o much water
in the irrigation sector in the absence
of proper water management. We
need to know the use of other sys-
tems such as automation of canals.
We have to adopt modern water

usage practices which we have not

been able to da so far

A: Development of water

monsoon season. Unless we store’

neers, we feel theSeeprotests dgamst !

Q: We need rain water to fill up
water reservoirs or dams, But
rainfall pattern has been very
encouraging in this regard to
ensure a regular flowofwater...

A: These reservoirs or dams are
site specific. Where there are'suitable
sites and valleys we ¢an build dams.
We have identified numerous such
valleys in the country where we can
build dams to store water, including
the north-eastern states of the coun-
try- We have a lot of potential in the
north-eastern region for building
dams, which will be multipurpose
projects. There are potential sites.
Because of resistance of the local peo-
ple and some other reasons these dam
projects could not be implemented.
Flood control'Wwould be a major bene-
fit that would come through these
projects, especially ones earmarked
on river Brahmaputra.

Q: Do you think interlinking of
water has hit a major roadblock
in the couniry?

A: No, this is not the case. The
excess water in the dams once they
are built needs to be shifted to other
dry basins to replenish them, mostly
in the western and southern regions
of the country. The 30 river-links
being identified seek to take the
excess water to dry areas. The studies
on river linking projects started in
1982. These are time taking tasks. We
should not lose hope.

Q:There has been an increase in
water dispuies between stafes.
Do you see any prospects of these
being ever resoived?

A: Because of the increase in
population and requirements,
water disputes have increased.
There are many reasons for that.
Cauvery is a water-short basin in
the south. If there is a cooperative
approach, then we can resolve
these issues. The CWC has
resolved many issues in the past.
But once the tribunal has awarded

a verdict; then all partiesmuch |

acceptit.
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Rain brings relief
in Punjab, Hary ana

Clears blanket of dust haze, 'sultry weather

- PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
IMCHANDIGARH o 7
" Rain in several parts of Punjab
{-and Haryana, including Chandi-
garh, on Saturday cleared the
- blanket of dust haze which had
covered the region for the past
three days, even as flight opel
*ﬂonsrthat had been hit di éto low
visibility have resumed.
" The rain startedpasr dn
- and washed away the blank
_ dust haze that had advemely .
 fected nonnal hfe n é.he tWD :
| States:+ s R
WI;ule several places in Pa.mgab
-and ‘Haryana were lashed by
rain, Chandigarh too received
“heavy downpour since early Sa-
~turday brmgng much-needed re-
Jief to residents from the dust -
i haze and su]try weather R

I el ™
E Departmeut uﬂic:als;sald LU AR AN
The rain also brought cheers ﬁays due to Tow visibility.
| for paddy growers, readying. Air quality too had worsened
\ their fields for transplanting pad-. hyihe dust haze in Punjab, Ha-
| dy. Flight operations at the Chan- _ Tyana and Chandigarh during the
dlgarh lntematzonal Alrport pastthrea days :
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Indeepwater - \&
_.Conservation key as crisis looms over country

ARCHED Shimla, with serpentine queues of its residents crying
for every drop of water earlier this summer; farmers unsustain-
~ ably pumping deeper from the depleted groundwater table in |
. Punjab; the huge plans to clean polluted rivers coming a cropper: these
i~ arejust some images from the {railer of the doleful picture in store for
| us.Most parts of our country are in for a grave water crisis, 21 major
* cities as soonias 2020, wamns the Jatest report by Niti Aayog. The stress
will deepen as the demand — a ﬁmct:on ofpopulah(‘m gmwth andeco-

_m ]ust around 10 years Compemdmg the pro'{ﬁem 15 the factthat70 |
- per cent of the precious resource is mntam‘.inated Ranked 120 oul of
122, we make the tail-end of the countries i inwater quallty mdex The
- escalating. u:npacts of climate change and | poor Water management are
- only pushing us in deep water. Most cities lose betweena thirdand a
fifth of their water from pilferage or leakage through antaquated plpes,
~ and we don't treat and reuse wastewater enough.
‘. ‘The report is yet: agam a grim reminder to take strateglc and stnn-
gent action at once, before our lands and water bodies become too
- unsustainably dry to revex‘se thetrend. With 50 per cent ofthe popula-
* tion already facing high 'tu-extreme water scarmtyand about two]akh
'-'.:.people dying every year due to waterrelated problems nngmg the
alarmbells alone 18 nutssuiﬁcmnt Watermanagexnent-r by Enﬁplo:,mg
-"teclmalogy a.nd pollcy intervention — holds thekey 1o water Secunty '
©  The United Nations World Water Development Report 018 lays
“em n. hature—based solutions to address the challenges. To natu-
| rally replenish the nvers and amnfers, a:}udlcmus use of water is essen-
'3':1:131 For that, there is need to push for public awareness regarding the
| importance of rainwater harvesting, treatment and reuse of waste water
_anefficient nganon system, andregulahc}nof mbewells, as‘alsopreven ;
tion of pilferage orleakage through antiquated pipes in our cifies. Water.
‘woes easily turn into disputes and social smfeovermier inthelong run
has the potential of dxsruptmg any treaty and leading to a war. We need
~ to stem any such event from gathering steam by conserving water.

R~ N S RS e R =R 5 3o e

4
Covering L., YIS



News item/letter/article/editorial published on t Q3/] C‘” % inthe

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times {Hin,éi) ! M.P.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) A aj (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu Indian Nation

Indian Ewg Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

4
Covering L., YIS



News item/letter/article/editorial published on \;’é\ (c: \ ) LZ in the

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (I-kndi} ‘ N.P.Chronicle
Statesman \_// Punjab Keshari (Hindi) A aj (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu Indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Covering L., YIS



News item/letter/article/editorial published on l g 6 }ig in the

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (HIJd[) M.P.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) A aj (Hindi)
The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu Indian Nation

— _Indian-Express - Rajasthan-Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)

Tribune i _ The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Blitz




News iteml/letter/article/editorial published on \r—) r &) / g in the

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times ( n{dn M.P.Chronicle
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) A aj (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) e Hindu indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Flood d situati n,remams gmn m__NE

"'I‘ollﬂses to 8 m e : o “Tripura Chief Minister Bi-
: ; i lab Kumar Deb visited the
ASS&HJ, 2 dead i 2 ﬁw&-ﬁfe@eﬂ Udalpﬁd.mea
. Manipur & Tripura ‘and held meetings with offi-
Sk i o cials for providing relief in
srmmmmnmm | flood-affected areas. At least
GUWAHATL | 200 workers of the. National
our peupje dmwned a.ud 4 er R

: ..ﬂnother died ina landshp@n__

iuﬁm‘lakarrdl-and ﬁqal dis-  wi
tricts lost their Jives h

where many Mus’bms offered :
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Rain brings reliefin North, miseryin Assam ™

mnnmm\mw ! ; ‘wm' ds and lightning arevery -
lSome wparts of north and # ] ati place _s_t'}??r‘

mwﬁheast,ﬁp&a ‘g0l ;some  f R e
"breather from hot weather
condihum_aﬁerﬁrameﬂon
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A molher'cffers sweet water to her child at the Golden Temple on the many. -
Guru Arjan Dev in Amritsar on Sunday. PHOTO: VISHAL KUMAR
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complaints”. — PTI

Vijay MOHAN

TRIDUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JUNE 17

Bhakra Dam witnessed an
increase of 4 per cent in
the water availability over
the past week, but the
water level is still 60 per
cent below normal for this
time of the year.

After hitfing a 14-year low
of 6 per cent in May because
of reduced inflows due to
weather vagaries, the stor-
age at present has risen to
10 per cent of the reser-
voir’s total capacity.

According to the Central
Water Commission (CWC)
that monitors water levels
in important reservoirs
across the country, over 0.25

vViTju
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DENMND-SUPPLY GKP ?E'I TO BE BRfDGEB

__incregaeaprcrcent :'_
the ravailabltifywer'

billion cubic  metres
(BCM) of water has flowed
over the past week into
the Gobind Sagar reser-
voir at the Bhakra Dam,
which lies on the Sutlej in
Himachal Pradesh.
Melting of snow
in the upper Himalayas

accounts for 90 per cent
of the dam’s feed.

The reservoir's total
capacity is 6.229 BCM and
Bkakra Dam plays a criti-
cal role in irrigation as
well as hydropower gener-
ation in the region. The

storage at the dam in mid--

June last year was 28 per
cent, while the average stor-
age for the past 10 years has
been 27 per cent for this peri-
od. At Thein Dam, which lies
on the Ravi in Punjab, the
current storage is 31 per
cent, up from 25 per cent
last week. It was 60 per cent
for this period last year.

This dam too has signifi-
cant hydropower generation
capacity. At nine per cent,
the storage at Pong Dam on
the Beas is much lower than
the 10-year average of 21 per
cent. Unlike Bhakra, rain is
an important source of
water for this dam.

While pre-monsoon rains
were severely deficient in
the region, precipitation

Water level in dams up, situation still grim

this month was well above
normal. According to officials
of the Bhakra Beas Manage-
ment Board (BBMB), the
inflow into Gobind Sagar over
the week was averaging about
27,300 cusecs, while the out-
flow was 24,800.

“This is a welcome rever-
sal in the situation when
the inflow varied between
8,000 and 13,000 cusecs
and the outflow was about
23,000 cusecs last month
to meet demands, but the
situation is still not good,”
a BBMB official said. The
demand from BBMB
member states of Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan is
expected to go up further
due to the sowing season.
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Toll up to 53 in Kerala,
7N-E districts flooded *
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/KOZHIK-
ODE: With the recovery of bodies
of four more vietims of a land-
slide, thetoll rose to 53 on Satur-
day in rain related incidents in
Kerala since the onset of the
south west monsoon late last
month.

State minister TP Ramakrish-
nan, who visited Kattipara,
where the landslide occurred,
said the government would
extend help to the victims for
rebuilding homes and purchase
ofland.

More than 25,000 people
affected by the incessantrainin
the state have been shifted to
relief camps set up in different
parts of thestate, officials said.

Meanwhile, chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayanasked his Kar-
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nataka counterpart HD Kumar-  KOZi
aswamy to repair the damaged  Ajar
Perumbadi-Makkudamroadin  ode
the Thalassery-Mysore inter- with
state road, traffic on whichhas mira
beenbanned. Authoritiesissued  withi
an alert with the waterlevelin fewe |
Pepparadamin Thiruvanantha- ~ As |
puram district touching 107.20  founc |
‘meters against its maximumof  tears’ !
107.5 metres. “W l |
daug) §

N-ESTILLFLOODED her e
GUWAHATL: The flood situationin -~ wanty
the seven affected districts of ~ who ]
Assamcontinuedtoremaingrim  affect i
onSaturday withmoreareasget-  Ourd |
ting submerged. Three deaths Wewt
were reported taking the total erto
number of deaths in the first headr,
spateoffloodsthisseasontosix. it was

Detailsgivenbystate disaster  career
managementauthority revealed The
that over 4.25 lakh people are  virusy ]
affectedin 716 villages. HTC of tres 1




[T —

AL ¢ o W--.ﬁr{.:q-.{wlp:..ﬂ-: o e
- war T Al e s B

e ,15/§)1’a |

[ondustan Teves ( Delh )
Sy etz (1gail )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
\)h’(ﬂ lindu { Chennai )

he
the
ned
ern-
wed

d

rt on
ar a
m to
rnor
eged
S of-
lled

med
1gra
Lear-
plea

ither
= HC

hof

B S s DO

&

L FA At QN0 T N st et B0 et v
The Assam Tribune { Guwahati) The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
The Times of India ( Mumbai ) The Decean Chronical ( Hyderabad )
The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical [ Bhopal)
Eogoaar ( eer )

I, = R A

THE binpe CHENNA

Waters recede, over 6 lakh
aftected in NE floods

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI
Water level in the flood-af-
fected areas of northeastern
States receded on Friday but
more than 6 lakh people
continued to be affected.
There were no reports of
any casualty on Friday after
rain-induced flash floods
and landslides killed 12 peo-
ple across Assam, Manipur
and Tripura over the past
two days. Assam has been
the worst affected.

Seven districts hit
Officials of Assam State Dis-
aster Management Authority
(ASDMA) said the first wave
of flood in the State affected
seven districts, including all
three - Cachar, Hailakandi
and Karimganj - in southern
Assam'’s Barak Valley.

“In three days, 668 villag-
es have been submerged in
seven districts and 3,86,570
people have been affected.
While 325 houses have been
damaged in flood, 136 hous-
es have been destroyed in
the hills of Dima Hasao dis-
trict,” an ASDMA officer
said. - i

Five rivers, including the
Barak and the Kushiyara,
were flowing above the dan-
ger level,

National Disaster Res-
ponse Force, State Disaster
Response Force and Assam
Rifles teams have rescued
471 people, while 67,175 peo-
ple have taken refuge in 162
relief camps, officials said.

Ferry services in the Ba-
rak Valley and train services
on the Lumding-Badarpur
hill section in Assam have

.~ More than 1,800 rescued in Assam, Manipur and Tripura

been suspended, affecting
train services to Tripura.

In Manipur, more than 1,
50,000 people have been af-
fected by flood in the Imphal
Valley, while an arterial
highway remained cut off
due to landslide.

A total of 430 persons
have so far been evacuated
from flood-affected areas of
Manipur and more than 950
rescued in Tripura by Assam
Rifles and Army personnel, a
Defence statement said on
Friday. '

More than 2,000 people
are being sheltered at relief

camps in Tripura.

Landslides have been re-
ported from Arunachal Pra-
desh and Meghalaya too, but

- officials said there have been

no loss of human lives.
(With IANS inputs)
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surge in inflow into Kabini, -

Tungabhadra reservoirs

Wy
i

Water level in Mysuru reservoir is now at 2,280 feet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU/BALLARI

The crest gates of the Kabini
reservoir in Mysuru district,
which were opened late on
Thursday, saw a surge in the
outflow since the early
hours of Friday.

This is the first time in the
recent years that the water
level in the reservoir is ho-
vering at 2,280 feet as early
as the second week of June.

In north Karnataka too,
with copious rain, for the
first time in recent years, the
Tungabhadra reservoir at
Hosapete has been getting
good inflow, which is rare
for June.

This has raised the hopes
of farmers in the Tungabha-
dra Command Area of early
release of water for cultiva-

With the authorltles steppl ng up the dlscharge thereis a
surge in the outflow from the Kabinidam. =m.a.sriram

tion. At the Kabini reservoir
in southern Karnataka, the
outflow, which was at the
rate of around 16,200 cusecs
at 6 am. on Friday, was
stepped up to around
36,000 cusecs by 10 a.m.,
thanks to increase in the vol-
ume of water flowing into

KCR seeks 320.000 ~r

1»

"""-"*‘H"-}.‘.;'.""F-‘."-“.T‘T"T"".‘
3 e S el T e ),

Tl
the reservoir in view of co-
pious rain in the catchment

dreas. (=111
On Friday, the inflow into
the Tungabhadra reservoir
was at around 48,410 cusecs,
taking the reservoir level to
1,592.57 feet as against the
FRL of 1,633 feet. Bla
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mamntained by the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu but are

locate ; elighhouring
H,ﬁ%@%&m said |

Chewnou

o laliLEs, | Tequest you to
kindly keep in abeyance the

degision arrived at by the
t of India to legis-
on dam safety, till

o ==essana uLLEL IVUNIS-
ter Jayalalithaa to the Bill
were that certain clauses en-
croached upon the powers
of the State governments
and also on the rights con-

should be re-examined and
“should not be proceeded
with in haste, without consi-
dering the objections raised
by Tamil Nadu,” Mr. Palanis-
wami pointed out.

Water sharing will be smooth thanks
to good rain, says Kumaraswamy

20,000 cusecs already released from the Kabini reservoir since Thursday night’

STAFF REPORTER
MADURAI

Karnataka Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy on Fri-
day expressed the hope that
there would be no difficul-
ties in sharing Cauvery water
with Tamil Nadu this year,
thanks to bountiful rain in
Karnataka.

Speaking to mediaper-
sons during his visit to the
Meenakshi Sundareswarar
temple, he said, “By God'’s
grace, we are getting good
rain. 1 think there will be no
problem in the sharing of
water this year.”

He said that as per his di-
rections, water was already
being released from the Ka-

3 - p

Karnataka Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy at the
Meenakshi Sundareswarar
temple on Friday. ss. sames

bini reservoir to Tamil Nadu.
“I think about 20,000 cusecs
of water has been released
since Thursday night. With

the same level of inflow ex-
pected in our dams for
another three to four days,
the release of water to Tamil
Nadu will continue,” Mr.
Kumaraswamy said.

“Farmers from both the
States will be happy this
vear,” he added.

On Kaala controversy

On the opposition being
faced by Rajinikanth-starrer
Kaala in the neighbouring
State, he pointed out that
there was no ban from the
Karnataka government,

He said that though some
organisations had opposed
the release of the film, the is-
sue had since been sorted

out and the film had hit the
screens in many cinemas.

When asked whether ac-
tor and Makkal Needhi
Maiam leader Kamal Haa-
san’s recent meeting with
him was politically signifi-
cant, he said Mr. Haasan had
only discussed the Cauvery
issue with him and ex-
plained to him the problems
that Tamil Nadu’s farmers
would face if adequate water
was not released.

Mr. Kumaraswamy flew
down to Madurai in the after-
noon and offered prayers at
the Meenakshi Sundareswa-
rar temple in the evening. He
left the city by a special flight
on Friday night.
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A resident stands on the roof of a partially submerged car after a heavy downpour at
Kailasahar, 156kam north of Agartala. Tripura's rivers are in spate. forcing nearly 40,000
flood-affected people to take shelter in relief camps. Other northeastern states are also
reeling under heavy rain and landslides. (AFP)
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marketing and uprooted middiemen... middlemen are
going to create trouble... They will keep abusing from
whichever platform they get but we have to take our
nation to the forefront of the warld. Narendra Modi, prnse vinisrer
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NE floods: Toll rises to 12

I
Lo r C R i i i i
| A man rows a temporary bamboo raft carrying villagers from flood-affected areas to relief camps in Tripura on Friday. 1

i A r : 5!

uThe flood situation in m The situation worsened min Manipur, 1.5 lakh mThe situation in Tripu-
the North-East deterio- in Assam, Tripura and | people were marooned ra also deteriorated
rated on Friday, with | Manipur as train servic- | intwo flood-hit districts with the rain-fed
four more people in | es remained suspend- | as the situation in the Khowai river inundat-
Manipur and one in ed and roads were Imphal Valley wors- ing fresh areas, ren-
Tripura losing their washed away. Four lakh ened with the toll rising dering thousands
lives, taking the death people have been to six. About 12,500 | homeless and damag-
toll in the region to 12 affected in Assam houses weredamaged | ing roads and crops
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FIRST WAVE: Floodwaters flowing over NH 37 in Bokakhat i ]
districts are already submerged by the season’s first wave of floods, affecting nearly 1.5 lakh people. — UB f_’hgtos

;subds’ﬂi'sioﬂ on Wednesday. Altogether 222 villages in six

(Reports on page 9)
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+ Flood situation grim

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR, June 13: Incessant rains
over the past few days have inundated
vast areas of Barak Valley, The major riv-
ers in Karimganj district, including
Longai, Singlaand Kushiara are overflow-
ing and have damaged standing crops
across the district, especially in
Patherkandi constituency. :

According to sources from the Water
Resources Department, in Karimganj,
Longai river was flowing above the dan-
ger level,

“Flood has taken a serious turn in
Karimganj. Around 100 villages with over
50,000 people have been affected so far.,
MLA of Patherkandi, Krishnendu Paul has
visited the affected areas. In order to pro-
vide relief to the affected people around
50 relief camps have been opened so far.
With water flowing at least four-feet
above the embankments, the overall situ-

ation is unprecedented across the.dis-. -

trict. We are taking all possible meas-
ures to prevent further damage,” said
Karimgan) Deputy Commissioner
Fradip Kumar Talukdar.

In Cachar, water level of Barak riveris
rising, According to sources, water level
at the Annapurna Gauge Station has been
recorded at 19.38 metre causing a con-
cern for the people living in the area.

Hailakandi Correspondent adds:
Following a breach in the embankment
at Tasla, Nimaichandpur is under a seri-

ous threat of flood.

Katakhal river has been in spate fol-
lowing a torrential rainfall in the catch-
ment areas for the past couple of days.

Eight villages have been fully affected
by flood waters,

The breach at the Tasla embankment
has - affected Nimaichandpur,
Nityanandapur, Sudarshanpur and
Bandukmara. E

Surface communication has been
snapped between Sudarshanpur Part ITI
to Nityanandapur as the approach road of
the bridge near Kalacherra has been
washed away. The road has been inun-
dated by surging waters. -

Executive Engineer, PWD (Rural
Roads), Hailakandi Division, RA
Choudhury disclosed that a huge stretch

“of the NH has been submerged. “Alto-

gether 9 PWD roads have been sub-
merged in the district, and we are taking

steps to repalr thg;n,” he said while shar-
il -.w-!-.- [on onthegrawtyom:em :

ation with this correspondent.

Officials of the district administration
and heads of concerned departments are
camping in the affected areas overseeing
the relief operations. Additional SDRF
teams have been pressed into service
for rescue operations, Even Assam Ri-
fles has been kepton stanc[bytodealw:ﬂx
the situation.

Two rubber boats from the SDRF have
been pressed into service at Katlicherra

; and Lala. Four more boats from NDRF

in Barak Valley

are on the way.

Deputy Commissioner, Adil Khan said
the administration will leave no stone
unturned in ensuring safety and security
of the people and in carrying out relief
and rehabilitation operations in the flood-
hit areas.

-Health and Family Welfare, Public
Health Engineering and Social Welfare
departments are working round-the-
clock to provide basic amenities to the
affected people. The police is providing
security to the affected people living in
camps as well as in the flood-hit areas.

16 relief camps have been opened up
by the district administration to provide
shelter to the flood-affected people. Medi-
cal teams have been despatched from
district headquarters and the nearby ar-
eas to assist the people.

Kaziranga Correspondent adds :

Several parts of Kaziranga and the

_Bokakhat sub-division are under flood
“waters. The smmmwaterhasmundated'

vast areas and paddy fields affecting 21
villages with a population of 18,000, said
SDO ( civil) Bokakhat ‘_Vwek Shyam to-
day. The flood water has submerged a
portion of the National Highway 37, hear
Bokakhat town for which vehicular traffic
was affected at Kohora for a while, How-
ever, the situation inside the Kaziranga
National Park (KNP) is not alarming so
far. In Kohora , several areas, including
Nepali Goan, Bogorijuri and Bosagoan
have been affected by flood water .-
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Incessant vains causing waterlogging in Silchar town, on Wednesday. — UB Photos
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MANOJ ANANDIDC department has alsu sus- SIS
a  GUWAHATI, JUNE 14 pended its ferry services
g In sant rains and floods Sa‘i‘ii';“ﬂ“vﬁ"’““”"“’“’f
» in northeastern states on Informing that raising
Thursday left 4 dead and er- leve under
m"".homw&nng'ﬂm ﬁtt sion was
a matter of coneern,
Railways to suspend as the IWT du‘eéungr Bharat
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Bhushan Dev Choudhury

esasatmmsl washed out said, “As of now ferry
Assam's Lumding- services are unaffected in
Bada.rpur hill section Guwahati, However in
snappingrallconnactmty Barak valley more than
‘to Tripura as well as 30,000 ferry passengers
Barrak Valley in Assam.  have been affected.”

In southern Assam’s
Barak valley bordering
Bangladesh where the
flood situation worsened
on Thursday, the inland
water transport (IWT)

Tawans break fast to don
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The NF Railways PRO

said landslides in as many

as five places in Lumding
— B ur hill section
have ffected normal
train services.
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BENGALURU: The state gov-
ernment has incurred ' S ‘ 1'8
Rs 38 crore loss due todam-

ages to public infrastructure
including roads and bridges
following heavy rainsin the
past two weeks, Chief Minis-
ter H D Kumaraswamy said
on Thursday.

Speaking to reporters
after chairing a meeting of
senior officials, he, howev-
er, said that there wasno
dearth of funds for carrying
out relief works.

Stating that a total of
Rs186 crore was available
under the State Disaster
Response Funds, he said
the district administrations |
have been given accessto '
the same.

Additional funds
He alsosaidadditional funds of
Rs 22 crore had been released
to various districts, including
Ballari, Belagavi, Hassan, Da-
vangere, Mandya, Dakshina
Kannada, Shivamogga, Vi-
jayapura and Udupi, for car-
rying out emergency relief
works.

Kumaraswamy said
that a compensation of
Rs 5 lakh had been dis-
bursed to families of the
each of the 105 persons who
died due tolightning strikes, |
drowning, house collapse or i |
tree fall.

Compensation has been
met under the Chief Minis-
ter’s Relief Fund (Rs 1lakh)
and the National and State
Disaster Response Funds
(Rs 4 lakh).

While Rs 91lakh compen-
sation has been distributed
for livestock deaths (606);
acompensation of Rs 3.78
crore has been disbursed to
families that have lost their
homes. Asmanyas 2,814
houses are reported to have
been damaged)collapsed
dueto therains.

As the state has received
58% more than the normal
rainfall, all major damsin
the state had recorded a
good inflow (ofaround 200
tmc) in the last few days,
he added. t
T ey e DH NewsService
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Flood alert as Kabini near

BENGALURU: Heavy inflows
to the dams across the state
due to heavy showers con-
tinued on Thursday also.

With huge inflow to the Ka-
bini dam across River Kapila
in HD Kote taluk, Mysuru dis-
trict, flood warning has been
issued and around 15,000
cusecs was released into the
river on Thursday.

With heavy showers lash-
ing Wyanad in Kerala and the
catchment area of the river,
the inflow has been increas-
ing considerably. The Kabini
reservoir is inching closer to
the maximum level. There are
possibilities of the authorities
deciding to open the crest
gates of the dam to release
more water into the river, as
a precautionary measure, in
view of the safety of the dam.

The current water level
(June 14) of Kabini dam is
2,279.08 ft against the maxi-
mum level of 2,284 ft. The in-
flow was 35,000 cusecs and
outflow 15,000 cusecs. The
water level in the damwentup
by six feetin 48 hours,

With good inflow to the
KRS reservoir, the water
level has crossed the 90-feet
mark and stood at 90.80 feet
on Thursday. The water level
hasincreased by 10.1 feetin 72
hours. Theinflow intothe dam
on June 14 was 28,383 cusecs
and outflow 344 cusecs.

Bhagamandala, the famous
religious destination in Kod-
agu, is inundated following
heavy rains for the last two
days. On Thursday, floodwater
reached the steps of the Bha-
gandeshwara temple.

Road connectivity to Tala-
cauvery, Napoklu and Ayyan-
geri has been cut off as the
roads are submerged.

Tourists bound for Brahma-
giri at Talacauvery have been
advised not to visit the spot as
heavy rain, coupled with gusty
winds, is lashing the region.
Boats have been arranged for
ferrying devotees to the tem-
ple. Fire and emergency ser-
vice personnel are stationed
there.

Another landslide occurred
near Makutta on the highway,
connecting to Kerala. There
have been 25 landslides in the
last 24 hours. The work on
clearing the debrisis on.

Vehicles are being divert-
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r gushes out of the Kabini dam in HD Kote taluk, Mysu-distrlct. on Thursday. (Right) Devotees take the boat to

reachthe Bhagandeshwara templein Bhagamandala, Kodagu district. pH pHoTos
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environmentalists. But scientists say there’s no cause for concern as it is the material floating, following the desilting done last
year and the ash of the grass set on fire by residents. (Right) Heavy showers flood aroad in Belthangady, Dakshina Kannada

districton Thursday. bH PHoTOS

ed through the alternative
route of Gonikoppa-Ponnam-
pet-Srimangala-Kutta,

Water in River Cauvery is
crossing the danger mark in
Virajpet. The people residing
in the proximity have been ad-
vised to move to safer places.
Thedistrict administration or-
deredfortheclosure ofschools
and colleges on Thursday.

With Hassan and Sakle-
shpur taluks receiving heavy
rains, the water level of He-
mavathy dam at Gorur was
2,894 25 feet against the max-
imum of 2,922 feet, on Thurs-
day. The inflow tothe damwas
37,479 cusecs and outflow
200 cusecs. As the inflow to
the Tungabhadra reservoir in
Hosapete taluk hasincreased,
the dam has received over two
tme of water in a single day.

On Wednesday, the inflow
recorded was 5.31 tme. How-
ever, on Thursday, the water
level recorded was 7.75 tmc;
thereby adding 28,367 cusecs
of water in a single day. The

Landslides hit rail traffic again

Landslides were reported again near Yedakumeri on the
Sakleshpur-Mangaluru rail route on Thursday, ebstruct-

ing railway and road services.

Gommateshwara Express that was bound for Mangalu-
ru from Bengaluru had to be stopped midway, causing
inconvenience to the passengers. The train had reached
Kadagarahallion Thursday afterncon, when information
came about the land slip on the railway tracknear Yeda-
kumeri. The train was stopped there for four hours. As
the clearing of the route got delayed, the train returned to
the Sakleshpur station in the reverse direction. Railway
authorities made alternative arrangements for passen-
gersin KSRTC buses for their onward journey. The Man-
galuru-Yeshwantpur passenger train was also stopped
near Subramanya station. The intensity of rain was
lessin the Sakleshpur region on Thursday.

inflow on Wednesday was
6,878 cusecs. The cause forthe
copious inflowis that Shimo-
ga’s Tunga dam is full and wa-
ter is being released through
the cross gates. Also ample
rains in the Tungabhadra

catchmentareas, had resulted
in an increased inflow into the
Tungabhadrareservoir. There
was drizzling in Hosapete city
and other parts of the taluk in
the evening. Itintensified later
on. Assistant commissioner

Krishnamurthy has declared
holiday for all schools in Put-
tur taluk, Dakshina Kannada
district, following heavy rain-
fall. Belthangady and Sullia
tahsildars, too, have declared
holiday for schools in their re-
spective jurisdictions, follow-
ing copiousrainfall.
Heavyrain battered Dakshi-
na Kannada at many places.
Belthangady, Sullia and Puttur
taluks received heavy show-
ers. Motorists faced inconven-
ience as water flooded roads.
Vehicleshad tonegotiate knee-
deepwaterin Guruvayanakere
of Belthangady. Heavy rain
was reported in Siddapur ta-
lukof Uttara Kannada district.
Arecanut plantations, gin-
ger and paddy seedlings were
washed away in villages of in
Hosanagara taluk, Shivamog-
ga district, following heavy
rain. Houses were damaged
following landslides at Yaave
village, Agriculture fields were
flooded as tanks breached.
DH News Service
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The demand for
potable water will
outstrip supply by
2030, says study

. JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI
The NITI Aayog on Thursday
released the results ofa

;  study warning that India is

i facing its “worst” water

. crisis in history and that the
demand for potable water
will outstrip supply by 2030,
if steps are not taken,

Nearly 600 million
Indians faced high-to-
extreme water stress and
about 2,00,000 people died
every year because of
inadequate access to safe
water. Twenty-one cities,

. including Delhi, Bengaluru,

BGXTTET ( geelr )

The Tribune
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Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh
manage water resources effectively, according
to NITI Aayeg’s Composite Water Index Scores.
Meghalaya, Uttarakhand and Nagaland are the
bottom three States in the index

; Composite Water Index
Scores (FY 16-17)

[l High performance
(Score: >65)

Mixed
bag

[[] Medium performance
(50-65)

Il Low performance
(<50)

[ Nodata

Indicators considerad: Groundwater
restoration, irrigation management,

on-farm water use, drinking water supply,
water policy frameworks

Chennai and Hyderabad, noted. If matters are to

will run out of groundwater ~ continue, there will be a 6%

by 2020, affecting 100 loss in the country’s Gross
Domestic Product by 2050,

million people, the study
- @8 L. @D
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india is facing its worst water crisis: NITI Aayog

the report says. member list of States
Moreover, critical clubbed together as ‘North-
groundwater resources, . Eastern and Himalayan.’ _
which accounted for 40% These two categories were |
the water supply, are being  made to account for
depleted at “unsustainable”  different hydrological
rates and up to 70% of the conditions across the two
supply i$ “contaminated,” groups. About 60% of the
the report says. States were marked as “low
: performers,” and this was
Managing water cause for “alarm.”
The observations are part of Many of the States that
a study that ranked 24 States  performed badly — Uttar *
on how well they managed ~ Pradesh, Odisha, ¢
their water. Gujarat, Andhra  Chhattisgarh — accounted
Pradesh and Madhya for 20-30% of India’s
Pradesh took the top three agricultural output. “Given
spots, and Jharkhand, Bihar  the combination of rapidly
and Haryana came in lastin  declining groundwater
‘the ‘Non-Himalayan States’  levels and limited policy
category. Himachal Pradesh  action... this is likely to be a
— which is facing one of its significant food security risk
worst water crises this year ~ for the country,” the report
— led a separate eight- says.
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A car passing through a flooded street in Silchar, Assam,
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after a heavy downpour on Thursday. =emi

Floods, landslides
kill 12 in NE States

Thousands left homeless overnight

RAHUL KARMAKAR
SYED SAJJAD ALI
GUWAHATI/AGARTALA

Floods and landslides fol-
lowing torrential rain in the
past 48 hours have left 12 pe-
ople dead and thousands
homeless across Assam, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram and Tripu-
1a, disaster management of-
ficials said on Thursday.

In Tripura, the State go-
vernment has sought Army
and NDRF assistance for
evacuation and rescue oper-
ations. Chief Minister Biplab
Kumar Deb, who visited the
flood-hit areas of Unakoti
district on Wednesday,
briefed Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh about the
“critical situation” in the
State, a senior official said.

At least two villagers were
swept away in by swollen
rivers in the State while over
14,000 have been left home-
less, an official of State
Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) said.

Assam landslides

Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authoritry (ASD-
MA) officials said one per-
son  drowned  near
Kaziranga National Park in
Golaghat district on Thurs-
day. Two others lost their

lives in a landslide that dam-
aged 166 houses at Mahur in
Dima Hasao district.

“At least 370 villages have
been submerged in seven
districts,  displacing 1,
66,836 people. National and
State Disaster Response
Force teams rescued 422 pe-
ople, mostly in southern As-
sam. We have set up 115 re-
lief camps in Karimganj,
Hailakandi, Karbi Anglong
and Golaghat districts for
35,927 inmates,” an ASDMA

spokesperson said.

In the Barak Valley, sever-

al highways are under wa-
ter. Ferry services have been

suspended in Barak, Kushi-
yara and other rivers.

In Manipur, Chief Minis-
ter N.Biren Singh said five
persons, including a minor
boy, have drowned due to
several breaches on river
embankments. “We are try-
ing to provide relief to thou-
sands of displaced and
stranded people,” Mr. Singh
said.

Landslides on the arterial
NH 54 near Serchhip town
cut off the southern part of
Mizoram. Officials said a
large stretch of the highway
has been eroded, and re-
building will take several
months.
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The Times of India ( Mumbai )
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'l'hmepermmhmdigdinthepmtﬂhm had been hit. The administration has opened

in flood and landslides in Assam fo i 116 relief camps in the affected areas. \
d‘mysuwahaﬂwmtm.w-' st that lefi parts Train services to the Barak Valley and
water-logged. onward to Tripura were stalled, mainly due
One person died in the Golaghat district to landslides in at least five places. -
of upper Assam and two in Dima Hasao in The situation worsened in Assam’s '
central Assam. The victims were washed Hailakandi (picture above shows a flooded vil-
away in some places and electrocuted in oth- Iageinthedistrlct)andltﬂ‘hngmﬁlaﬁeron 1
ers. Thursday.

Rail and ferry services were suspended in
theBarakValley.thewmutaﬁ'ectedaofm;ln
the first wave of floods this season.

One flood-related death was reported
fmm’m.pm-aandtwoﬂumManipur.The
wesgarnﬁcehasmedictedmoreminm
Friday.

The Assam Disaster Management Auth-
ority said on Thursday that seven districts

New areas were inundated with major
breaches in Hailakandi district, where over
50,000 people have been affected, including
scores of tea gardens.

All major rivers in Assam were in spate,
including the Longai, Singla and the
EKushiara in district that were
flowing above their “danger levels”,

Report by our bureau; Telegraph picture
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