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Ghaggar’'s way

B Originating from the Shivalik hills of Himachal, the
Ghaggar makes serpentine way from east to
southwest though several districts of Punjab and
Haryana to enter Rajasthan from where it travels

an to Pakistan.

B Fatehabad & Sirsa are the worst affected by

Ghaggar flood.

B Ghaggar enters Fatehabad as a deeply incised
channel near Jakhal exits at Bira Badi, covering
70 km meandering course.

BThe last time Ghaggar was in spatewas in
2010 when large areas of Punjab & Haryana

were affected.

e

AMAN S00D IN PATTALA
& SUSHIL MANAV IN CHANDIGARH

T's that time of the year again:

Rani Kaur's family in wvillage

Lacchru is shifting to the first

floor of their home. The kitchen

moves to the first floor as the
swollen Ghaggar's spillover gushes
in, the kitchen is flooded and the
ration is ruined. “This is the mini-
mum we can do,” says Rani.

Irag

alongthe

river of sorrow

Hundreds of villages dread the day the
Ghaggar in spate crosses the Bhakhra
Main Line (BEML)eanal through siphons at
Ehanauriin Punjab and the Bhakhrma Main
Branch (BMB) near Jakhal in Haryvana.
The river was considered a boon for the
farmers of the area but has slowly become
adeath trap. Successive governments have
failed toact. AK Gupta, engineer-inchiefin
the Haryana Irngation Department, says
the Central Water Commission (CWC) has
sugpested a project that involves 25 bar-

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/11781787?show=print
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rages at various points in the two states
where flondwater could be stored. “Howesy-
er, it involves funds as land needs to be
acquired,” Gupta says. Lack of coordina-
tion between Punjab and Harvana, who are
often seen pointing an aceusing finger at
each other on water issues, is hamrming the
interests of the people in both the states.

The situation has come to such a passthat
villagers on the Punjab side keep the base-
ment of their house vacant to minimize the
flood damage, Some have raised their hous-
es almost 10 feet above the ground. Shops
too are especially designed to keep off the
floodwater And the villages near the banks
complain of a pungent smell and saline
water is unfit for imigation,

“Despite  precautions, flood causes
enough damage”, says Samana resident
Harminder Singh. “Years ago our cattle
werewashed away. The authorities took a
week to send help,” says Harminder.

On its side, Haryana has tried tobuild a
conerete wall to save its villages from a
river thathas brought people iving along
its 350-km length in the two states to
their knees, “The Ghaggar basin gets fre-
quently flooded because of a slope and
the lack of horizontal drainage.” says
Eurukshetra University's Dr Jaglan.

T
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No grooms, please!

The mismanagement has caused a
social disruption too. Villagers in the
Ghaggar catchment areas say they
find problem in getting a match for
their boys. “My brother got married
when he was 38 yvears old. Offers of his
marriage were declined for years
because we live in a flood-affected
area. We have 17-acre fertile land, but
the girl's side was simply not interest-
ed as they argued about the safety and
security of their girls. Finally we mar-
ried him off in Chhattisgarh™, says
Baljeet Singh, from village Harchand-
pura, Patiala.

Patiala Deputy Commissioner C Ramvir
Singh said; “Villageswhere pmooms donot
get brides are usually the ones that are
almost next to the Ghaggar”

An irrigation department expert said
with time the sheet spread of the river
has badly shrunk due to illegal
encroachments and digging, The land
prices are very low. Even during the
property boom in Punjab when average
agriculture land in far-off villages
fetched Rs 60-T0 lakh per acre, these
villages had their land available for a
mere Bs10 lakhs,

_ yrv—
Villagers near Patiala shift their
helongings to the rooftop.

Pollution trouble

The Ghaggar emerges from Sirmour hills
in Himachal and receives sewapge and
industrial waste from various towns in
Harvana before entering Punjab where it
further gets more waste inflow. The river
runs its 1653km course as it enters the
state at village Mubarikpur and leaves it
at village Bhunder The water quality at
the river entry point monitored by Pun-
jab Pollution Control Board during Janu-
ary, 2014 is Class D (almost worst). This is
because of domestic and industrial dis-
charge in Himachal and Haryana.

In Hashimpur Mangta village near
Patiala, the Ghaggar flows just 30 metres
away from the nearest houses and vil-
lagers allege that that throughout the
year contaminated water continues to
pollute the Ghaggar, “You can see how
contaminants have spoiled the river”
says a villager.

The PPCE officials say they have
made arrangements to keep the river
water pollution-free, a claim dismissed
by wvillagers. “These officials should
come here in the winters to see for
themselves how difficult it is to breathe
nearthe river,” says Bhupinder Chatha,
a villager in Dharmherhi.
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Monsoon gains momentum in Uttarakhand, U.P., Rajasthan

¢ Staff Reporter

Monsoon woes:Restoration work in progress after heavy landslide in Kumarkhera, Narendra Nagar district in Tehri, Uttrakhand and
(right) a woman watches as her house gets inundated after heavy rain in Mathura on Sunday.— Photo: PTI

21 killed in rain-related incidents; major rivers including the Ganga, the Yamuna and their tributaries in spate; roads cut off

As heavy rain lashed Uttarakhand’s Uttarkashi, Nainital, Tehri and Pauri districts since Saturday, 12 people have died in landslips and rain-
related road accidents. While three persons died in road accidents in Nainital district on Saturday evening, the death toll reached 12 within
two days of heavy rain across the State after three persons died in Pauri district’s Srinagar as a vehicle fell into a gorge. Four persons died in
Tehri district’s Kumarkhera area after a jeep was trapped in a landslide, and two persons died when a tree fell on a building in Uttarkashi
district’s Barkot area.

As the rain continued to lash the State on Sunday, the roads, especially the ones leading to the Char Dham yatra including the Rishikesh-
Badrinath national highway, and the Rishikesh-Kedarnath national highway between Sonprayag and Gaurikund, remained cut off due to
landslips, which disrupted the yatra.

By Sunday evening, 442 roads, including few national highways and roads under the PMGSY, remained blocked. Several bridges across the
State also got damaged in the heavy rain.

According to the State Disaster Management Department, a situation of threat loomed over Haridwar on Sunday as the river Ganga reached
203.2 metres against its danger mark of 294 m. Six teams of the Haridwar police and five rafts were kept ready in case of a mishap due to the
rising water levels.

The Bhagirathi at Uttarkashi remained at 1121 m, like Saturday, which was 2m below its danger mark. And the Sharda at Champawat was
flowing at 221.10 m, which was only 0.6 m below its danger mark.

According to the Dehradun Meteorological Centre, the weather would improve from Monday morning as the rainfall across the State would
considerably reduce.
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“Water levels have been reducing and the situation is under control. By Monday the situation will further improve as the rainfall across the
State will reduce,” Additional Secretary (Disaster Management) C. Ravishankar said.

PTI adds:

At least 21 people were killed in rain-related incidents in Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Assam with monsoon gaining
momentum in several parts of North and Northeast India.

Delhi received light rain, keeping the mercury within comfortable levels with the maximum temperature at 30.1 degrees Celsius, five notches
below the normal.

According to the India Meteorological Department, 2.5 mm rainfall was recorded between 8.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. at Safdarjung observatory
while weather stations at Lodhi Road, and Ridge recorded 2.6 mm and 0.6 mm rainfall respectively.

The minimum temperature was 26.4 degrees C, one notch below the normal and humidity level oscillated between 81 and 97 per cent in
Delhi.

Several parts of U.P. received over 10 cm rainfall, even as the weather department predicted rain and thunder showers at many places in the
State tomorrow.

Overnight showers have wreaked havoc in most parts Aligarh and Mathura with a large number of houses getting water-logged.
In Bijnor’s Nahtor area, two sisters, aged 30 and 32 years, were killed after the roof of their house collapsed on them due to heavy rain.

A minor and a 40-year-old woman died in Muzaffarnagar and Mathura respectively due to house collapse. A 25-year-old man died in
lightning-strike in Balrampur, while three persons were electrocuted in Aligarh after coming in contact with a live wire as they were trying to
pump out rain waters from their house.

Widespread rain lashed Punjab and Haryana, causing mercury to dip by a few notches. Many places in Punjab including Patiala, Ludhiana
received rains which dropped the temperature by several notches, giving relief to residents from the hot and humid conditions.

Rain also pounded many places in Haryana including Yamunanagar, Narwana, Hisar, Ambala, Karnal and Gurgaon.
In Assam, flood situation remained serious as one person died and nearly 1.77 lakh people were affected across seven districts in the State.

According to the Assam State Disaster Management Authority, one person was swept away in flood water at Narayanpur in Lakhimpur
district.

The ASDMA spokesman said nearly 1.77 lakh people are hit by flood in 267 villages across Lakhimpur, Golaghat, Morigaon, Jorhat, Dhemaji,
Biswanath and Sivasagar districts. Over 1,33,000 hectares of crop land are under water at this moment in the State.

An elderly woman and her minor grandson were killed when a portion of their house collapsed in Rajasthan’s Karauli district due to heavy
rainfall.

Heavy to very heavy rainfall has affected normal life in Karauli, where several people have been shifted to safer places by teams of district
administration and police. - PTI

Printable version | Jul 18, 2016 4:09:27 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/monsoon-gains-momentum-in-
uttarakhand-up-rajasthan/article8863607.ece
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NEW DELHI: The continuous
waterlogging and the traffic jams
reported from across the city over
the weekend has raised questions
on the unplanned development
and multiplicity of agencies
which makes fixing responsibil-
ity impossible.

Waterlogging this time around
18 a bigger problem as rains are
heavier than the last two years.
Delhi1 should be prepared for
worse as according to the weath-
erman, July and August will see
heavy rains to the city.

The city wades in knee-deep
water each year as too many agen-
cles are tasked with keeping the
water oft the roads. This means
that none of them is held account-
able at the end of the day Thelack
of aproper sewage system in 45%
of Delhi and concertisation of foot-
paths adds to the problem.

“Storm water drains running
along major roads have been con-
cretised [eaving no room for rain-
water to seep into the ground,”
sald a municipal official.

The lack of a fully developed
sewer system also plays a huge
role in the waterlogging and flood-
Ing of roads during monsoon.

“Due to the lack of a proper
sewage system, the storm water
drains now also carry sewage.
Therefore desilting is not a one-
time affair, rather has to be car-
ried out repeatedly to ensure
there is no water logging.” said
a municipal official.

Environmentalists have
demanded onlv one body be made
responsible tor wateriogging in
Delhi. Environment activist,
Manoj Mishra wrote to the Delhi
chief minister and -G, demand-
mg that all storm water drains in
the city be managed by a single
authority to fix accountability.

At present, the five national
highways in the city, for example,
fall under the National Highwayvs
Authority of India meaning it is
this body that is responsible for
developing the roads and their
maintenance. It is also responsi-
ble for preventing waterlogging.

All roads over 60-feet wide
fall under the Public Works
Department.

In the unauthorised colo-
nies and slums, several agen-
cles including the Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board are
responsible for development.
This also means that there are
areas that often see overlapping
jurisdiction. “There are multiple
drains which have overlapping
jurisdiction. For example, a drain
10 ki long may have two to three
governing agencies, this leaves
no scope of ascertaining responsi-
bility,” said a municipal official.
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+ The lack of a fully developed sewer system plays a huge role in the waterlogging and flooding of roads during monsoon.
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Whose drain is it anyway? No end to
blame game over waterlogeed roads

HT Correspondent
+ hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With the national
capital battling waterlogging,
sentor leaders in the municipal
corporations accused Delhi gov-
ernment of faling to get the city
monsocon-ready,

Otticials of the Delhi gov-
ernment, however, refuted the
allegations and said that water-
logging was a result of the high
volume of silt in the corporation-
maintained drains.

Leader of the house, South
Delhi Municipal Corporation
(SDMC), Subhash Arya said the
Public Works Department (PWD)
is responsible for the flooding of
the city roads.

“...The lax attitude and
improper working of the Delhi
government departments is the
main reason why Delhi trans-
forms into a puddle every year,”
sald Arya.

Arvya also questioned the pre-
paredness of the Delhi govern-
ment departments. “All major
roads are with the Delhi govern-
ment and by default, all major
drains also. Rather than carry-
Ing out preparedness activities,
the officials and ministers of the
Delhi government have been
politicising the issue,” said Arvya.

North Delhi mayor Sanjeev
Nayyar also targeted the gov-

STORY SO FAR

Delhi has received rains consistently

over the past few days

On Sunday, maximum temperature was
30.1 degrees Celsius, five degrees helow
normal. Minimum temperature was 26.4
degrees Celsius, a degree below normal

-------------------------------------------------------------

FORECAST - Light rain on Monday.
Maximum and minimum temperature
expected to be 32 and 26 degrees Celsius

ernment. “All major roads and
drains In the city fall under the
jurisdiction of the PWD. The
work on the drains has not been
completed till date,” said Nayyar:

Corporation officials, how-
ever, claimed they are prepared
for rains in their areas. “We have
already set up round-the-clock
helpline centres. Also we have
already completed desilting in all
three municipal corporations..,”
sald a municipal official.
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Facing waterlogging,
or jams, go for these
tips and tide over
your troubles

In case of water logging
probiems you can report
the matter at the follow-
Ing helpline numbers

e B R i R R R R PR T A R —

North MCD: 1266,
011-23220010,

e e =l ke o M am Em EE = ok B w o m Er oEm o m mam oy A - wrw

19 Eastmc: 155303

______________________________________

South MCD: 1266,
011-23220006
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For traffic snarls and info
regarding vehicle break-
down foliow @dtptraffic

--------------------------------------

To file complaints regard-
ing traffic: 011-25844444

e B B e R e e T T T T T

Check live traffic updates
on Googlemaps

Meanwhile, according to PWD
officials, the problem persisted
due to the flow of silt from the
MCD drains, which are upstream
of PWD drains.

“Despite claims of all the three
municipal corporations, it was
seen that alot of silt was coming
from the municipal corporation
drains, thus reducing the capac-
ity of the PWD drains, resulting
1n overflowing of the drains and
causing waterlogging at many

T e gy AR Bl e T

# improper working of
the govt departments is
the main reason why Delhi
transforms into a puddle

every year,
SUBHASH ARYA, 5DMC

< All major roads and
“ drains in the city fall
under the jurisdiction of
the PWD. The work on
the drains has not been

completed till date.
SANJEEV NAYYAR, North MCD
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places,” said a PWD official.

The official said the ongo-
Ing construction around Ring
Road, Defence Colony, South Ex,
Nehru Place, Sarai Kale Khan,
Okhla junction, among others
are locations which have been
handed over to the DMRC for con-
struction of phase 3 and 4 lines.
“DMRC has not been maintain-
Ing these stretches properly,
despite a lot of reminders from
PWD,” said the official.
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Agencies pass buck
as city goes under

RESIDENTS SUFFER Commuters stuck in jams near
underpasses and low-lying areas, South Delhi worst hit
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NEW DELHI: Heavy rain led to
waterlogging in most parts of
the city, resulting in long traffic
jams on Saturday. South Delhi
was the worst hit with inundat-
ed roads and severe congestion
even as maintaining agencies
passed the buck.

Commuters were stuck in
jams near underpasses and
other low-lying areas such as
Sangam Vihar. Traffic was
thrown out of gear near AIIMS,
II'T-Delhi, Ashram-DND flyway;
Moolchand underpass, Jasola,
Badarpur, Panchsheel, Yusuf
Sarai, Adchini, South Extension
- and on Ring Road.

Under fire for failing to prepare
for the monsoon, government and
civic agencies passed the buck. At
least 17 government agencies in
Delhi maintain roads and drain-
age. Activists have been demand-
ing that a single agency should
manage the storm-water drains
to fix responsibility.

“Fortunately, it was a week-
end so the traffic was less. And
the accumulated water on major
stretches-had reduced signifi-

cantly during peak hours Had
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have been worse,” said special
commissioner of police (traffic),
Sandeep Goel.

On Saturday, HT reported
how the national Capital comes
to a halt during monsoon every
year, with knee-deep water on
arterial roads.

Again as troubles mounted
the BJP-led municipal corpo-
rations and the public works
department that is under the
AAP government traded charges
over the desilting of drains.

Leader of the House in South
Delhi Municipal Corporation

(SDMC), Subhash Arya, claimed. - .
they had cleaned all drainsunder

their jurisdiction. He alleged the
PWD didn’t clean their drains.

“The PWD didn’t desilt the

bigger drains that fall under the
jurisdiction. This caused water-
logging,” he said.

In response, a government
official said, “The city was water-

AT LEAST 17 AGENCIES IN
DELHI MAINTAIN ROADS
AND DRAINAGE.
ACTIVISTS SAY A SINGLE
AGENCY SHOULD

logged due to the silt flowing firom
the MCDdrains into our drains.

“The three municipal corpo-
rations had claimed they had

~ desilted the drains before the
- monsoon. But that was not the

case. A lot of silt flowed from
these into the PWD drains,
reducing their capacity.”

With no one taking the blame,
city residents suffer every year
due to waterlogging.

Navjeet Chaddhah of Greater
Kailash IT claimed his house got
flooded even after light rain.
~JFor the past three days, he has
been calling the corporation, the
PWD and the DJB to pump out the
water, but in vain.

“I have called up the water
minister, the PWD minister and
even corporation bigwigs. Noone
is taking responsibility What do-
Ido?” Chaddhah said.

A government official said the
PWD had deployed 202 portable
pumps to tackle waterlogging
apart from the 529 permanent
pumps set up across the city.

Nearly 860 workers in 131
maintenance vans work on
PWD roads across the city.
The PWD Flood Control Room
received 584 complaints by 1pm
on Saturday. Out of these, 408
had been attended by 1pm. |
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Mercury falls, more rain likely today

HT Correspondent

1 htre;mrtersﬁ‘lhmdustanhmes com

NEW DELHI: The weekend start-
ed with a pleasant morning
in the Capital, but commut-
ing around the city was an
ordeal due to flooded roads.
The weather was kind with
the maximum temperature
falling by six degrees. The Met

office has forecast similar

weather on Sunday, but with
moderate rain.

The maximum temperature
on Saturday settled at 29.1

% The skies will remain generally cloudy on Sunday

& with moderate to light rainfall. The maximum and
minimum temperatures are likely to hover around 29
and 24 degrees Celsius.
MET OFFICIAL

degrees Celsius, while the
minimum temperature was 3
degrees below normal at 24.6
degrees Celsius.

The city recorded a rain-
fall of 55.4mm till 5:30pm on
Saturday. The rain had started

in the wee hours of the morn-
ing and till 8:30am, the city
recorded 43.4mm of rainfall
. The rain caused waterlog-
cing in parts of the city that
led to traffic jams. The high-
est rainfall this season was

recorded at 45.8mm on July 4
till 8.30am.

The rain brought down tem-
perature, but the humidity
was 100%.

“TPhe skies will remain
generally cloudy on Sunday
with moderate to light rain-
fall,” said a Met official. The
maximum and minimum tem-
peratures are likely to hover
around 29 and 24 degrees
Celsius,” said a Met official.

Apart from light rain fore-
cast on Monday, there 18 no
rain predicted next week.

LRI DROWNS

— DELHI'S
. RAINY
‘ WOES
DELHI
Punjabi
TR Bagh .
Pyl 1 T _I i
’t‘m} Malkagan; a Nand Nagri
Barafkhanaﬁ_ %-Rara Hindu '
Azad Market g RO Anand Vihar
Naraina—* Pahargan; #Vikas THTE T
AT TR NSRS Eg{ﬁh Ashram-
DND flyway
AIIMS % ¢ —Mathura
IT-Dethi ® Mnuichand Road
ﬂumbmdg_. underpass Badatpur
Marg i
Mehrauti- NH-2og

Badarpur
road

AGENCIES
REPEATING
MISTAKES

This year’s rains have
again exposed the civic
agencies in terms of
MONSooN preparedness

¥ Too many agencies, little
coordination

= Concrete drains, water
doesn’t seep into ground

# Desilting done just before
monsoon sets in

= Storm-water drains
sarving as sewers

& Concretisation of
footpaths and roadsudes

m Start cleanmg dra:ns early

& Maintain roads, drains
regularly

= Engage residents

w Allocate more funds

+ |Jse technology

Call if you need help

PWD: 1800118595

Traffic Police:
25844444/1095

North MCD: 1266,
011-23220010,

East MCD: 155303

South MCD: 1266,
011-23220006

!)elhi Government: 1077 i

For traffic snarls, info on
vehicle breakdown follow
(@dtptraffic

Check live traffic updates
on Googlemaps




r

T

o
oy
P
e
_.Pu a —_-
14
~ LN Py
2y (13
L)/ O
W
g o =3 u
.m.?.,__r.mk__ = mﬁ._ u_ .
1 S
,“,..U 1) D
T m DW
.y o mm
© E T
_Hj -._|- _"...I __.._..__.
P oo
9 N
LU o
- I ==
© SRR
ﬁ Lo L
/ OO
- QU U o
1y S
by 0 O =
T wo oo
- N St 4%
e e
b paal
L 2
m@q
()
Ar -
v -
C _.."_ .". |_
| (3 A3
_m.Jﬂ oo
LY IR %
[ Do
_ i
; L
.w-.r- .,Iw [.“ru .....”.U 1.”...”1
- O TR
. S S
wm._..l m HUI r.“.ﬂ
- i Ll O |
L L/ ) W -
S a4 B g
I A -
mk A ~ ST
4T m e _m._“.,l
Tﬁ .m A.__am - £1) :.._x
}- -7 ] “ . mr!.i nY
4 1Y
N Lo |
J”i ;ﬂr.“ ...HuH 1__”“ | H._/“
ﬁ;-‘..w.“._.i.u m_c.r... _-.nu T.. h e
)
)
(1o .

m.._,.;u
)
* " L
\\_ LY v i _..
> {15
1! = tfy
o — il Dt ..
L Y o S
i
-
..f\\.ﬂ _. .
|
r
- _
i —
\
,..,.... ,,.n. .
.... i -..._.u ....-....r ....
¥ _ ; ) __" ..... -
i
b )

.‘
:
f
J
[

I

o

q

3
oireT 81 A € | et feareiie 3 Sum

T 48264 el
TWE

?r

CX

| 202.75 FET R TR o 3R ) o

reeil

'E]'EI'T-[[
e SR
feudHe 71 Fe 2

63 W o,
3 HiRX
FeHIER,

e

SRR I

et <l S

S H
THENH,
& Y BT F ik
o0 IR e PR ©Y aet ¥ R

fometie 4 sferd S8 = e & afk = foemr 21

Trerwrler A

B

cmrpopEe

y ™
A H & IFFER T A T 3ies oy et

TARTHI A J G # oad 202
&R wEd 204

¥

Q

ST A
g¢ fqar =l
¢ THIE

Y9 9 1 9 @)

;

A 202.70 HiEX o, S 9R 99

SR Aad § FHad A A 1

e feudie & fasmer

lsﬁéaﬁgg%qag e
AR

3o ST L o
™ B

éﬁaw§
®e |35 focet

REEEE
F G T

+

A 38 T U

o Wr#m:m-ﬁ
FE I

T w2
oA T W@ 8

fEurese 7

T R T R A ol R R 1 Qe A S T 5 o

I = < S TR | e

IJIHIHIHIIIIIIHII!IIIIIIFLIIIIIIHIIII!HIII||III|||rIIHIHIIIIIIHIII'Ill LR N R RN RN TN RN T L LR L L e L LR L R TR L T I e T T T T

e L,

L el LT

ﬂt e = ———n -

T e e

el il

—_——a

e

et

L e TN a1 "

Uttarakhand rains
claim 10 lives

Four persons were
killed in Uttarakhand’s Tehri dis-
trict on Sunday when their car

Dehradun

was hit by debris falling from a

hillside following a landslide trig:
gered by heavy rains, taking the

tollinthe stateto 10 even as the
Ganga, Yamuna and their tribu-

|

taries went into spate. The Bha-

1

‘Alaknanda and Mandakt-

th
niwere

gira

flowing close to the

danger mark prompting authort
ties to evacuate people. P
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METRO MATTERS

OHVANISINGH .

Like Delhi, Beijing also suffers
from both urban flooding and
water scarcity In 2012, when
flooding killed 79 people in the
Chinese capital, the authori-
ties blamed the volume of rain
and not their city’s mindless
concretisation and inadequate
drainage for the tragedy.

Sounds familiar? But the
Chinese people mounted
pressure on their govern-
ment. Even the state-control-
led press joined in. “It was
beyond understanding that
city planners gave priority to
high-profile vanity projects
while ignoring the need for
storm drains and the like,”
The Economist quoted The
China Youth Daily in 2015.

Chinese president Xi
Jinping stepped in and his
government announced the
development of 16 sponge cit-
1es. The project, launched in
2015, 1s about developing stor-
age ponds, filtration pools and
wetlands in residential areas,
and roads and squares built
with permeable materials that
allow storm water to soak into
the ground more effectively

The pilot projects in Beijing,
Shanghai and Xinjiang have
shown that 85% of the storm
water run-off can be reduced
yvearly, China Water Risk,
a non-profit organisation,
reported. The harvested water
18 meant to be used in toilets,
for washing the streets and fire-
fighting, the Economist wrote.

Flooding is vet to claim
lives in Delhi. But every time
1t pours, the city comes to a
halt. Reports of clogged roads,
sewage backflow and traffic
jams kill the joys of the first
rain, almost instantly All
through the vear, Delhi sets
the stage for this monsoon
mess by stuffing tonnes of
garbage, construction waste,
road dust and domestic sew-
age Into its gutters and storm
water channels.

Before the monsoon, the
road-owning agencies start
cleaning these choked drains.
A huge amount of muck and
silt is dug out. While some of
1t is carried to the dumpsites,
the rest sits in piles at the edge
of the drains before the first
shower drives the ]Joad back
to where 1t came from.

The other triggers for the
civic collapse during the
rains are Delhi’'s mindless
appetite for growth and greed
for land. At98%, Delhi has the
highest level of urbanisation

ape

5
watery

graves in the capital city
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# Flooding is yet to claim lives in Delhi. But every time it pours,

the city comes to a halt.

THE STORM WATER
oHOULD BE SOAKED
UP BY GREEN PATCHES
ALONG THE ROADS
AND PAVEMENTS,
RECHARGING

anywhere in India. The result
1s heavy concretisation and
little open space.

Storm water drains and
natural channels that used to
carry rainwater to the Yamuna
have either been converted
to mega structures such as
Barapullah elevated road and
Dill1 Haat-INA, or taken over
by slums and unauthorised
colonies. Ponds and water bod-
1es are long lost to real estate
development. Elsewhere, resi-
dents have covered the storm
water drains to park their cars
or extend their lawns.

The Unified Traffic and
Transportation Infrastructure
(Planning and Engineering)
Centre, in 1ts 2012 report on
storm water management, had
suggested to the government to
treat run-ofis from roads local-
ly. Right now, all storm water
that falls on Delhi roads goes
into the drains and then the
nallahs and the river. There
1S no groundwater recharge.
These nallahs also carry sew-
age. So, the storm water that
finally reaches the Yamuna is
nothing but a toxic mix.

" Instead, the storm water
should be soaked up by green
patches along the roads and

‘pavements, recharging local

 r— - — o ———rr—— -

S. BURMAULA/HT

aquifers. With 25% of Delhi’s
surface being roads, the rain-
water harvesting potential is
huge, the report concludes.

But any such initiative
requires administrative unity
and a political will. With more
than 100 agencies running the
national capital including as
many as 17 in-charge of roads,
drains, traffic and civic man-
agement, 1t has never been
easy to fix accountability for
any clvic mess.

Accepting that cleaning
up Delhi 1s “no rocket sci-
ence”, chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday said that
the problem was “political”
and the solution lied in get-
ting Delhi full statehood and
same-party rule at all levels.
But as Delhi waits for the big
electoral and legislative out-
comes, there 1S no reason why
different agencies cannot form
small working groups for bet-
ter coordination on key civic
and infrastructure issues.

Beijing realised that retro-
fitting its existing drainage
systems with larger pipes
was a long haul and harvest-
ing rain was a far cheaper,
faster way to prevent flooding.
Delh1’s big challenge is that
at least 45% of the city still
awalts sewer lines. As they
work on it, what’s stopping
the authorities from tapping
a little rain where it falls?

And what’s stopping us,
citizens who crib every time
the city goes under water,
from taking community ini-
tiatives to protect the storm
water drains in every neigh-

bourhood??
» shivani singh@hindustantimes.com
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91 killed as rain continues to lash north

India, Uttarakhand is worst affected

NEW DELHI: At least 21 people
were killed in rain-related inci-
dents across the country over the
last 24 hours, with the monsoon
gaining momentum in several
parts of northern India.

The worst affected was
Uttarakhand, where 10 people
died in various rain-related mis-
haps — causing the death toll to
shoot up to 30 since July 1. Police
and state disaster management
sources said four people were
killed when their car was bur-

ied under the debris of a land-

slide triggered by heavy rain
near Narendra Nagar town on
Sunday afternoon.

Three others lost their lives
after their vehicle fell into a
gorge, and two of a family died
when a tree fell on their house in
Uttarkashi district. In the fourth
incident, an elderly woman was
killed after a bus fell into a rivu-
let in Haldwani the same day.

Heavy rains are likely to con-
tinue in the state for another 24
hours, the state MeT office said.

The Capital, on the other hand
witnessed light showers— bring-
ing its maximum temperature
down to 30.1 degrees Celsius,
five notches below normal.
Neighbouring Haryana wit-
nessed widespread rainfail.

Madhya Pradesh has been
badly affected, with rainfall-
induced floods affecting 23 of
its 51 districts. Thirty-five peo-
ple have been confirmed dead
so far, and nine reported miss-
ing. Over 8,000 people across
the state have been forced to
leave their inundated homes,
and take shelter in 27 tempo-
rary relief camps.

E1ght people were reportedly
killed in rain-related incidents
across Uttar Pradesh, even as
the weatherman predicted
more rains for Monday. Among
the casualties were two sisters,
aged 30 and 32, who were killed
when the roof of their house
collapsed in the heavy rain at
Bijnor’s Nahtor area.

A 25-year-old unidenti-
fied man was also killed
after being struck by lightning
in Balrampur.

The Karauli district admin-
istration in Rajasthan placed
53 villages on red alert after
three lakh cusecs of water was
released from Panchna dam.
The administration has also

= (Above) The Bhagirathi river
flows at the danger mark in
Uttarakhand on Sunday; relief
teams shift people to safer
areas in Guwahati.
HT PHOTO/AP PHOTO

sought the Army’s help to tackle
a potential flood-like situation.

An elderly woman and her
grandson were also killed in
Karauli district when a portion
of their house collapsed in the
heavy rainfall.

The situation in Assam was
also grave, with 1.77 lakh people
being affected by unrelenting
rainfall. Over 1,33,000 hectares
of agricultural land are said to
have been inundated across the
state. According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority, a man died at
Narayanpur in Lakhimpur dis-
trict after being swept away 1In
the swirling flood waters.



OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, July 14: Rains
and monsoon winds moved
across the westernmost frin-
ges of the Rajasthan desert on
July 13, covering the entire
country two days ahead of
normal, while helping turn a
ramfa]l deficit two weeks ago
into a slightly above-the-nor-
mal figure today;

The rains over the past two
weeks have turned the coun-
try’s cumulative rainfall fig-
ure from a 12 per cent deficit
on June 29 to a two per cent
higher than normal by July 14,
according to data released by
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD).

------------------------------------------------

s letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: With the weather
department predicting rainfall
in the Capital on Monday, the first
day of the week is likely to open

on a chaotic note.

The unpreparedness of the city’s
civic agencies was exposed over the
weekend, with traffic snarls and
instancesof waterlogging reported
from many parts. Authorities face
an uphill task on Monday, when a
large number of office-goers are
expected to swarm the roads in
private vehicles. CONT'D ON P6

»» VIRAL FEVER STALKS CITY, P4
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A child walks during rain in Shimla on Thursday. (PTI)

More than two-thirds of meteorological subdivisions,

India’s land area has cumula-
tively received excess or nor-
mal rainfall by July 14, al-
though several of India’s 36

including some in eastern
India, have also received defi-
clent rainfall.

Almost all subdivisions in
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the east and Northeast, includ-
ing Gangetic Bengal, Bihar
and Jharkhand, have had
deficient rainfall since the
start of the season — 38 per
cent below normal in Assam,
14 per cent below normal in
Bengal and 25 per cent below
normal in Bihar

The country’s driest subdi-
vision is Saurashtra and
Kutch where rainfall is 52 per
cent below normal. In con-
trast, the wettest subdivisions
are east Madhya Pradesh with

‘rainfall 71 per cent above nor-

mal and west Madhya Pradesh
with 88 per cent above normal.

Under the rains and the
monsoon’s advance, the total
area sown with main kharif
crops of the season, including

+1. % 8 7/16

Rain forecast, chaos expeted

Breakdown of vehicles compounded the problem.

S

= Roads nea AlIMS were among the worst-affected in the Capital.

ARUN SHARMA / HT
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rice, oilseeds, sugarcane,
among others, expanded from l
about 215 lakh hectares on .
July 1 to over 406 lakh hectares °
on July 8, Union agriculture '
ministry figures suggest.

Agrometeorology experts
say the rainfall during July -
and August is crucial for these >
crops. The IMD, in its long- »
range forecast issued earlier )
this year, had predicted that
the 2016 monsoon ramfall
would be 107 per cent above
normal in July and 104 per T
cent above normal in August, T
The long range forecast had ¥
also predicted that the overall
monsoon during the four- p
month season from June 3,
through September would be
106 per cent above normal.
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TRIBUNE REPORTERS

NEW DELHI, JULY 16
Severe traffic congestion
due to waterlogging follow-
ing heavy rainfall in several
areas of the national Capital
today overwhelmed com-
muters, with long tailbacks
of vehicles seen at major
intersections and roads.
South Delhi was among
the worst-hit where traf-

fic was thrown out of

gear during peak hours
this morning.

Severe waterlogging was
reported near AIIMS, IIT-
Delhi, Ashram-DND fly-
way, Moolchand under-
pass, Jasola, Panchsheel
flyover, Yusuf Sarai, Adh-
chini, South Extension
and in several other areas
on the Ring Road.

“Commuters, who tried to
take diversions from the
arterial stretches, ended up
being stranded in areas like
Safdarjung Enclave,
Defence Colony and Lodhi
Colony,” said an official of
the Transport Department.

“Fortunately, it was a
weekend and the water
accumulated on major road
stretches had reduced sig-
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New Delhl Mummpal Councn (NDMC) workers clear a water-logged road near Jantar Mantar in
New Delhi on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL

nificantly by the peak
hours. Had it been a regular
weekday, things would
have been worse,” said Spe-
cial Commissioner of Police
(Traffic) Sandeep Goel.

A senior official of the
Department

—— L. - . . — —

said, “Waterlogging at the
mouth of the IP flyover
continued till noon, due to
which traffic coming from
Rajghat and elevated
Ring Road had to be
diverted. The trouble was
caused by a sewer leak-

" Safdarjung

age, which the civic body
officials should look into”.

The Met Department said
observatory
recorded 43.4 mm of rainfall
while 41.66 mm of rainfall

was recorded at Palam obser-

vatory till 8:30 am today.

tlon overwhelms commuters

Blame game follows
Blame game followed
between the civic agencies
after heavy downpour led to
water-logging in several
areas across the city.

Both the BJP-led munici-
pal corporations and the
AAP government’s Public
Works Department (PWD)
hurled charges at each other
over desilting of drains.

PWD Minister Satyendar
Jain accompanied by senior
department officials today
took stock of the situation.

Leader of the House in
SDMC, Subhash Arya,
claimed that the civic
agency had cleaned all
drains under its jurisdiction
and the problem was due to
the PWD-managed drains.

However, the Delhi1 gov-
ernment’s PWD in response
said it was observed that
the problem of waterlogging
work occurred because of
lot of flow of silt from
the MCD drains, which
were upstream of the
PWD drains.

The PWD Flood Control
Room received a total of 584
complaints today by 1:00
pm, out of which 408 were
attended by 1 pm.
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Delhiites had to wad _ Motonsts make their way
through knee-deep water in sev- through a water-logged road
eral areas of the city on Saturday near AlIMS. ARUN SHARMA / HT
as unprepared municipal and mim

government officials indulged in Ralnfall till igf(aef__‘l’;gg?ng’in
their annual round of blame Saturday evening the city

game, a permanent fixture every

monsoon. AlIMS, Badarpur, _ _ ,

Panchsheel, Yusuf Sarai, South Complaints received by G_ovt agencies respon-
Extension and Ashram were PWD’SﬂODd control Slbl.e for roa(j and
among the worst-affected areas room tifll 1pm Saturday drainage maintenance
as flooded roads and broken-

down vehicles brought traffic to SUNDAY 2 9 O 2 4

a grinding halt. FORECAST Max C I Min C rain “P‘-"te"
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Flood situation eases in Kolhapur

' Sindhudurg, and Vidarbha's

Rainresumes
n Mumbali
MUMBALL Intermittent show-
ers throughout Thursday
marked the return of rain to
Mumbai and its suburbs,
while flood-hit Kolhapur dis-
trict is said to be returning to
normalcy.

Rain also receded over

Western Maharashtra’s Sangli
and Satara districts, Konkan

region’s Raigad, Ratnagiriand

Life backon
track in MP

After relentless downpour,
rain hastakenabreak
since Wednesday in many
parts of Madhya Pradesh
as life is limping back to
normalcy, PTI reports.
However, heavy rainfall
has been forecastin half a
dozen districts in the next
24 hours. After days of
cloudy weather; the sunen
Thursday came out bright-
ly in most parts of the state,
where rain fury and floods
claimed 22 lives till now.
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twin districts of Gadchiroli
and Sindhudurg..

Tt was drizzling throughout
Thursday in Mumbai, with the
regional meteorological ob-
servatory of the IMD predict-
ing one or two spells of rains
over the city and its suburbs
in the next 48 hours. Temper-
atures in the city are expected
to hit a maximum of 31 degree
Celsius and a minimum of 25
degree Celsius.

Rainfall data revealed that

( Tc=0

Satara district’s Koyna region
received 210 mm rain, while
Radhanagari in Kolhapur got
70 mm rainfall. Weather por-
tal skymetweather.com said
rainfall over Maharashtra saw
a significant improvement in
July with all the districts re-
porting surplus rain.
Vidarbha recorded 64%
surplus rain, while rain-defi-
cient Marathwada reported
35% surplus. Good rain has-
continued almost all regions
of the state in July, the weath-

)a’"‘:JJ/ yys

er analyser said. While rain
had been sparse over Madhya
Maharashtra, it grew notice-
ably intense in the last four to
five days when Nashik, Jal-
gaon, Kolhapur, Sangli, and
Satara received heavy to very
heavy rain in this period.

Rain is likely to recede in

Madhya Maharashtra, Vi-
darbha and Marathwada,
where the weather would al-
most dry up in the next few
days. |
DH News Service

Floods ravage Assam; two dead
in landslide in Guwahati

Ratnadip Choudhury

GUWAHAT!, DHNS: Even as
Assam continued to be deluged
with more rain, two people
were killed in a massive land-
slide followed by incessant rain
in Guwahati on Thursday.

A 12-year-old girl, Marium

| Begum, was killed in'South

Sarania near Gandhibastiarea

when a rock rolled on her

house in Sarania Hills.
Another person, Manik

Chandra Rabha, was killed in
the same locality in another
landslide. He was a preacher
in a local temple

Police and NDRF teams are

‘engaged in relief operations

while the district administra-
tion has advised three families
in Noonmati Hills to leave their
homes immediately as land-
slides were feared.

“A team from the soil con-
servation department has sur-
veyed the place and found it to

= fd P a— ="

be dangerous,” said Kamrup
Met Deputy Commissioner M
Angamatthu.

The city of Guwahati is dot-
ted with 18 hills, which become
vulnerable with the onset of
monsoon.

In Assam, over 1.22 lakh peo-
ple are affected by flash floods;
six districts of the state are still
flood ravaged.

River Brahmaputra 1s
flowing above the danger mark
in Jorhat and Dhubr1.
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ate: Lightning kills two in Uttar Pradésf

India inches towards 4% s

NEW DELHI: With monsoon
covering the entire country
fwo days in advance, India
has received 4% surplus
rainfall, even as lightning
strikes Killed two peoplein
Uttar Pradesh.

While rain in several parts
of the national capital kept the
temperature within comfort-
able levels, a high level of rela- curred at a few places in the
tive humidity (between 58 and  state. In Rajasthan, heavy to
92%) and water logging on very heavy rainfall occurred at
roads caused difficulty to few places in Udaipur and iso-
Delhiites. lated areas in Kota, Ajmer and

In Madhya Pradesh, where Bharatpur divisions. Maxi-
22 people were killed in the mum (23 cm) rainfall was
floods, life returned tonormal- recorded in Relmagra in Ra-
cy with no rainfall since jsamand district followed by
Wednesday. Markets across Mavli town of Udaipur (17 cm)
the state were abuzz with ac- till Thursday morning.
tivities and schools functioned ~ In Haryana and Punjab,
as normal. A rainfall alert has where the monsoon has largely
been issued for Hoshangabad been subdued, moderate to

According to the IMD, the resulting in a marginal fall in STRANDED A man washes clothes ina ﬂooded river Ganga after heavy rain Iashed A
country has so far received 4% day temperatures.
more rainfall than normal. Al - In Himachal Pradesh, mod-
sub regions have been receiv- erate to heavy intermittent rain
ing good rainfall except the occurred in some parts of the
northeast and east region, state as monsoon remained
where the deficiency has normal.
reached 23%. Humid conditions prevalled

In Uttar Pradesh, lightning in most parts of Bihar with light
claimed two lives in Bhadohi to moderate rainfall at a few
district as light to moderate places over the state.
rain and thundershowers oc- PTi
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Many ghts were
delayed by more than an
hour, including some

- that were delayed by

up to four hours

spoilsport at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternationdl Airport (IGIA) here
on Thursday. While many flights
were delayed by one to three
hours, three flights had to be dj-
verted due to the inclement

NEW DELHI: Bad weather played ,

sulted i£1 flight schedules being

weather. disrupted from Thursday after-
- - noon and through the evening,
Flights diverted Many arrivals and departures

The bad weather due to rain than an

and the presence of rain-bearing
cumulonimbus (CB) clouds re-

were delayed by more
hour, including
delayed by up to four hours. Three

some that were

Dr. RK. Jenamani, ector in-
charge of the IGIA M 3% unit said
that both the Safdarjung and Pa-

lam observatories had- ‘been re-

ceiving rains since the last few
days with thunderstorms and 177
and 27.2 mm rainfall recorded on
Tuesday and Wednesday.

“AtIGIA Palam, onJuly 12, there
Were two occasions of cloud de-

- velopment leading to CB-type

clouds extending up to 12
companied by thunderstorm,” Dr.

km, ac-

Visibility dips

“It was bad weather during the
afternoon as very tall CB clouds
developed. This resulted in 11 mm
rain, reducing visibility to 1100
metres, with not much wind on
the runway,” he said. -

Dr.  Jenamani said that the
clouds have been generating
stronger turbulence at lower alti-
tudes, which may be causing the
flight disruptions, apart from
thunderstorms.

high and dry

“It 1s not necessarily always the
thunderstorm that causes disrup-
tion, However, it causes frequent
wind direction changes and gusty
cross winds that lead to flight di-
version or delays,” he said. |

Passengers, meanwhile, had a
tough time at the airport. The sit-
uation, however, was not as bad as
on Tuesday. “Flights are getting
delayed every hour without prop-
¢f announcement on when they
will actually depart. All we hear
are delay announcements for mul-
tiple flights,” said a passenger.
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NEW DELHE: Flooded roads and
hapless commuters 1s a scene
that plays out each year in the
Capital.  Thursday was no
different.

As many as 70 calls regard-
ing waterlogging were made
to the Delhi Traffic Police’s
helpline — a record this sea-
son. Asked for an update, a
traffic officer summed up the
situation on Thursday: “It
was as if the whole of South
Delhi did not move,” he said.
He went on to say: “The rest
of the city was no better.”

Same story each year

Major traffic jams were wit-
nessed in several parts of the
city including major intersec-
tions such as ITO, Kashmere
Gate, South Extension, Laxmi
' Nagar, Ashram Chowk, Mool-
chand underpass, Dhaula
Kuan, Azad Market, Gurdwa-

ra Nanakpura, Badarpur, Ap-

sara Border, Yamuna Vihar,

Okhla mandi, Uttam Nagar,
Rajouri Chowk and Nehru

Place. Vehicles remained
stuck on waterlogged streets

~ witnessed on NH-8 and other

|
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SNAIL'S PACE: Traffic was painfully slow on many arterial roads. PHOTO: SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

bi Bagh. | |
Residents of Amar Colony,
Rajendra Park in Narela Zone,
Jama Masjid in City Zone, Pa-
tel Nagar and Anand Parbatin

- Karol Bagh Zone, Swaroop
Nagar and Pitam Pura in Civil -

Lines Zone, and Nagloi, Man-
golpuri and Sultanpuri in Ro-

‘hini Zone, also faced -water-

logging woes.

. Traffic crawled on manyja_r-
terial roads til} late on Thurs-

day night. A heavy jam was

stretches connecting South

in Rajouri Garden and Punja- ° Delhi to IGI airport.
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In contrast to the slow ve-
hicular movement, updates

on radio and Twitter came

thick and fast with social
media flooded with traffic-re-
lated posts.

Civic bodies exposed
“Travelling from Vasant

- Kunj tq ITO usually takes me

abouf 40 minutes by road. To-
y, it took be about an hour
hd a half. In addition to the
r4in, a ‘rath yatra’ near Fortis
Hospital had blocked traffic,”
said Simran, a student.
But the rain affected not

The Deccan - oarld ( BeT

The Deccan Cronica:

Central Chrozical{® o

just traffic. Preparedness of
the civic bodies was exposed
as rainwater entered residen-
tial areas of upmarket hous-
ing societies in Rohini, Pitam-
pura, Malakganj, Azad
Market Saddar, Nawada, Ut-

tam Nagar West, Janakpuri

East and several other places.
People here coukd be seen
wading through knee-deep
water. 4 f Y

In fact, accumulated water
below the Kirtj"Nagar flyover
doubled up 2 a swimming
pool for childten from nearby
Kathputli Colony.
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NEW DELHI: A little drizzle often brings the
Capital to its knees..On Thursday, when
parts of the city received up to 48 mm of
rainfall between 8.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m,,
the relief that it offared from the soaring
temperatures took a back seat. Instead, the
problem of waterlogging and subsequent
traffic snarls became a cause of worry for
Delhiites. |

The Safdarjung observatory, figures from

which are considered the official reading
for the cit%i:ecord_ed 15 mm of rainfall till
5.30 p.m. The Palanmtobservatory recorded
3 mm of rainfall while Lodhi Road recorded
6.4 mm and the Ridge recorded 22.2 mm,
according to data provided by the MeT
department. | -
Najafgarh and Pitampura received the
highest rainfall with the weather stations
recording 48 mm and 27 mm of rain

. respectively.

The maximum temperature was |
recorded at 35.2 degrees Celsius, while the

| ’t?inimum was recorded at 27.4 degrees
| *ICelsius — which is normal for this time of -

the year. The MeT department has forecast
more rain for Friday along with a generally
cloudywsky. Temperatures are likely to dip
further and settle between 32 and 26
degree Celsius.

further with the MeT departmen
PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA
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THRISSUR: Tribals of Athirappilly
vividly remember director Mani
Ratnam’s adventurous setting
for ‘Raavan’ and Aishwarya
Rai’'sfall into the roaring waters.
The thunderous waterfall that
has formed the backdrop of sev-
eral Bollywood hits could even-
tually fall off the map thanks
to an ambitious power project.
A favourite picnic spot

~ and weekend getaway, the
- Athirappilly waterfall 1s in news

again as the demand for a hydel
power project in its upstream has
been revived after a long gap, trig-
gering loud protests from nature-
lovers and local tribals. However,
the ruling CPI(M), a strong votary
of the dam, has dubbed these pro-

- tests as ‘green fundamentalism’.

The ruling LDF government
feels the dam can be built with-
out disturbing the course of the
waterfall and the surrounding
green cover. But its opponents
say the dam will deal a death blow
to the picturesque landscape and
displace many tribal families.
Earlier this month, the Kadar
tribals living in the area took a
vow, saying the hydel project can
only be built over their bodies.
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It is sad that for 163 MW
power we are planning
to destroy a lush green

cover. The Madhav Gadgil
expert panel on Western
Ghats has put Athirappilly
and surrounding areas

in ecologically-sensitive
list and opposed any
move to grant permission
to the dam.

DR LATHA ANANTHA, founder
of River Research Centre

“They have to kill us before
building the dam. We never
expected such a proposal from
the new government that we just
voted to power. It is a ploy to
plunder green cover and destroy
the serene waterfall, We will
oppose it tooth and nail,” said
tribal leader KP Indira.

Several tribals like Indira work
with the Vana Samrakshana
Samiti, a group that protects the
waterfall and surrounding areas.
For them, it is the sole source of
their livelihood. “Only fools will
argue that the dam can be built
without harming the pristine
forest,” said Gopalan Kaliappan,
another tribal.

Deccan Herald

f—— e - —
. ———————

The hydel project with an
installed capacity of 163 MW is
being planned on the Chalakudy
river in Thrissur district. It will
be spread along 6.7 km upstream
from Athirappilly waterfall to
the Vazhachal fall, both famous
tourist destinations. Six dams
for hydel projects and one for
irrigation have already been
constructed along the 145-km-

- long river that flows through

Palakkad, Thrissur and
Ernakulam districts before
entering the Arabian Sea.

Environmentalists say the
proposed dam will submerge
200 hectares of forest land that
is home to tigers, elephants,
the endangered Malabar giant
squirrel, lion-tailed macaqu: .
and great Indian hornblll*&;
Besides affecting the rich flora ™
and fauna, it will also displace
500-odd tribal families living
here for many generations.

The tribals say they have
been displaced and driven
downstream earlier for hydro
power projects and there is
hardly any forested area left
downstream for them to shift.
The dam would also affect at
least four lakh people living
downstream, they argue.

“It 1s sad that for 163 MW
power we are planning to destroy
a lush green cover. The Madhav
Gadgil expert panel on Western
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Ghats has put Athirappilly and
strrounding areas in ecological-
ly-sensitive list and opposed any
move to grant permission to the
dam,” says Dr Latha Anantha,
founder of River Research
Centre, who has been spear-

Water flow rate

“heading a campaign to protect

Chalakudy river.

The dam was first mooted
in 1978 and the state electricity
board (SEB) moved a proposal
in 1982. But it was forced to back
down following a loud outcry.

100 m cotal wices 1 336 Gl.lft

Hornbills: All four species of hornbills
and lion-tailed macaque are found here

Kerala hydel project could drown iconic waterfall’s thunder
m ) - i e Y

In 1998, when Pinarayi Vijayan
(the current CM) was the Power
Minister in the EK Nayanar gov-
ernment, the project was rev
again. Later it was given ecojo

cal clearance but got inhlsq’}es
of legal wrangles.
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earthquake of 4.7-magnitude |

jolted parts of Gujarat on

Sunday morning.
According to the Institute

of Seismological Research,

Gandhinagar, the temblor

was recorded at 9:24 a.m.
with its epicentre at 24-km
north-northwest of Surat. An
aftershock of 2.3-maginitude

~ was also felt at 11:23 a.m. with

its epicentre 25 km east
south-east of Bhavnagar..

The impact of the first af- |

tershock was felt in a diame-

“ter of 50 km from the

epicentre.
A 30-year-old man was In-
jured after he jumped off the

- second floor of a building in

Palitana in Bhavnagar dis-
trict following the quake He
has been admltted in a hospi-
tal.

However, there was no re-
port of damage or casualty

anywhere in the State.
- Chief Minister Anandiben

Patel has asked the Relief

~ Commissionet to gather re-
ports from the districts
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More rain likely today: Met

New Delhi: nght rains incre-
ased humidity level in the ca:
pital causing discomfort to pe-
opleinthecity whilemoresho-

Yamuna level rises, Bike rams electric
boats deployed pole, youth dies

wersareexpectedonMonday. § A fithheavyraininthe # 20-year-old manwas killed
The maximum temperatu- ¥ ¥ Yamuna's catchment #4 after his bike rammed an

re settled at 30.1 degrees Celsi- area, 48,264 cusecwaterwas  electric poleinnortheast

us, five notches below thenor-  discharged fromHathnikund  Delhi’s Karawal Nagar on

mal, on Sunday The mini- at8pmonSunday,leadingto  Sunday.The deceased, Nitin,

mum temperature settled at fearsofariseinitslevelin - wasstudentofBA, final year.

26.4degrees Celsius,onenotch  Delhi. Theirrigation and fiood “Locals tried to rescue him

below the normal, and the hu- controldepartmentsaidthe ~  usingwooden sticks. He was

midity level oscillated betwe- levelatoldrailwaybridgeon = thenrushedto anearby

en 81% and 97%. Sunday was 202.63ft, which hospital where he was
According to the India Me- was below the danger mark. declared brought dead,” a
. teorological Department, TheDelhigovernmenthas nolice officer said. |
. 2.,5mm rainfall was recorded deployed18motorboatsasa A BSES spokesperson said

" between 8.30am and 5.30pm at measure to evacuateriverbed  thatnoleakage of currentwas -
Safdarjung observatory. pti dwellers. pi found inits network. TN
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agement agencies were backin action inless than afortnight, and this time
it was no mock drill. Guwahati has been experiencing floods since the first week of July.
Three districts as well as the Majuli island — Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal's
- constituency — have been inundated and the government has called in the army in relief
andreswe0perations.Thestory5eemssm'ldnglysmﬁlartothepastseveralyears.And
mﬁmmGuwahaﬁ.ﬂwmcentcasesofmhan ﬂoods—-especiallyinChennaiandSﬁnagar
-~ show that there has been little attempt to deal with floods beyond providing relief,
Floods have rarely been taken up at the level of urban planning and the government has ‘
scarcely tried to understand them as the fallout of changes to a city’s topography and -

1™

A fundamental principle of hydrology says that during heavy rains, natural water-
bodies and interlinked drainage systems hold back some water, use that to replenish
groundwater and release excess water into larger waterbodies — oceans and big rivers.
Most urban planners in the country have ignored this axiom. In Guwahati, natural and a-
tificial drains are choked with garbage; they get clogged during heavy rains and water
spills onto the roads. The Bharalu, the only river which flows through Guwahati and car-
ries rainwater to the Brahmaputra, is a terrible garbage dump today. The river is critical
to the city’s hydrology because the level of the Brahmaputra is about 6 meters below
Guwahati; the city requires the Bharalu to carry the run-off to the mighty river. Wetlands
that could have soaked up the rainwater have also become garbage dumps.

In these respects, Guwahati's story is strikingly similar to Srinagar and Chennai — and
Mumbai a little more than a decade earlier. The Dal Lake in Srinagar is today a third of
what it was about a hundred years ago. After the floods in Chennai in November 2015, the
National Institute of Disaster Management pointed out that the number of waterbodies
in Chennai, had come down to 30 from more than 650 in less than two decades. In most
cases, the waterbodies have been victims of reaj estate development. Such disregard for
hydrology seems unfortunate when the government has been talking of urban renewal,

- espeqially through its smart cities programme.

\



Eri— i —l L  —r——— = =l i, = T —— -

=nd documeniea at

Hindustan Times
S{atesman

The Times of India (N.D.})
indian EXpress

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

—_— —— —_
. I R - - .

- — R e

Nay pharal 1 hhss A=

Punjab Kesharl Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan petrika (Rindi)

Deccan Chronicle
NecCan Herald

—_—

= ———— T p — ———— e il ——T

A aj (Hindi)

indian Nation

Wzi Duniya (Hindl)
The Times of India (A)
Sliiz

(Enolish)& Publicity = ection. CIWG.

__.F-FF—-"‘-_

NOIDA/DHN

NO LIGHT AT THE END?: Engineers and workers outs

ide the headr&unna iaf the Kishenganga

hydel project at Bandipora. — FILEPHOTO: NISSAR AHMAD

KALLOL BHATTACHERJEE

NEW DELHI: In a move that will
ratchet up tensions, Pakistan
has decided to return to an
international tribunal to set-
tle a dispute with India over
sharing waters of the Kishen-
ganga and Ratle rivers.

Pakistan had initiated In-
ternational proceedings ON
sharing Kishenganga’s water
hut lost the case In 2013 when
the International Court of
Arbitration “recognised” In-
dia’s rights over the river.

Pakistan’s latest decision
to go to the Permanent Court
of Arbitration (PCA), The
Hague, was made public af-
ter talks between officials of
both sides in Delhi failed to
make progress.

«Jisit of a team, led by Wa-
rer and Power Secretary of
Pakistan to New Delhi on Ju-
ly 14-15, was in response 10
~ India pointing out to Pakis-
tan that the latter was violat-
ing provisions of the Indus
Waters Treaty In. rushingtoa
third forum without attempt-
ing to avail Treaty provisions
for amicably resolving mat-
ters of mutual concern pei
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| quashed Pakistan’s -argu-

+ A ]

taining to two hydro-electric
power projects on Kishen-
ganga and Ratle.” the official
spokesperson Vikas Swarup
told the media.

pakistan’s decision to
move the Permanent Court
of Arbitration In the case 18
expected to erode the estab-
lished mechanism of solving
disputes on river water shar-
ing which has served both
sides successfully under the
Indus Waters Treaty, 1960.

India’s response came 2
day after Pakistan’s Minister
of Defence, Water and Pow-

er, Khawaja M. Asif an-

nounced on Twitter that two

and half years of negotiation.

on Kishenganga and
projects have failed. “Pakis-
+an with the consent of stake-
holders has decided to take it
to the full court of arbitra-
rion” Mr. Asif said.
Pakistan’s previous at-

right to divert water of Kis
enganga. 1he PCA had also

ment that India’s hydro elec-
tricity power plans on the
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the design aspect of the dams

PCA had

of waters into

’r

Kishenganga reduced flow of
water for Neelum JThelum

‘Hydro Electricity -Project

(NJHEP).

New Strategy

However experts in Pakis-
tan are pointing out that un-
like the previous arbitration
.t the PCA whichlaste dfrom
2010-2013, Pakistan will this
time around take up the issue
of “design” of the Kishengan-
ga and Ratle river projects In

«“We intend to emphasise

which may reduce flow of
waters in the lower riparian
region of Pakistan,” said Na-
jam Rafique of Islamabad’s
Institute of Strategic Studies.
Dr. Rafique said that Pakis-
tan would also highlight that
the previous decision of the
stated that India’s
right over these rivers was
not “absolute” as India also
has to ensure minimum flow |

the Pakistani

part of the rivers, “Under the
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.Statman Saturday. Rlvers in
the State contmued to be in
| spate. | |
A woman died and one
‘person was injured as a bus
tumbled into a local stream
in near Haldwani area after
the water level in-the stream -
| increased .due to torrential
rains. Two persons were
killed and six were injured

SUV fell into a gorge near
- Almora, on Saturday o
Power disrupted
While electricity and .

“drinking water supply re-
- mained disrupted at many
places across the State; 185
families had to take shelter
in relief camps as there was
threat that their houses
would be damaged either
from the landslides or the
overflowing rivers in Pitho-
ragarh and Chamoli dis-
tricts.

The Dehradun Meteoro-— |

. -

‘kllls61nU_

glcal Cemre which hadis-

! inanother accident whenan

. rathi.

~ sued an alert against heavy
rainfall for Saturday has

warned of “heavy to very
- heavy rains” on Sunday also.

Rains acmss the State

Thave left the rivers in spate

with the waters nearing the
danger mark at several plac-

es. According to. the State
Disaster Management De-
- partment the

Ganga at Hari-
dwar had reached a mark of

- 293, 05 metres which was
- just about a metre (m) be-

low its danger level. _
Char Dham Yatra hit

. The Char Dham Yatra re-
mained disrupted due "to

frequent landslips caused

- by continuous rains. About
150 kanwarias, devotees of
Lerd Shiva, were stranded
on their return from Gau-
- mukh when two bridges be-
 tween Gaumukh and Gan-

gotri were damaged by the
rising water in the Bhagi-
. “Eighty

been brought safely to Gan-
gotri. The SDRF team, po-

lice, revenue teams shall en-

ol
-
. :

(v

kanwarias
have been rescued and have

sure that tha remammg
kanwarias are - brought to

| safety-_hy {Saturdayl night;”

wat has asked the respective

district administrations to
take measures for safety of
residents‘ and pilgrims

| Situation critical in Assam

PTI reports from New ,

Delhi:

At least three persons
were killed in rain-related
incidents in Bihar, while the
flood situation remained
critical mm - Assam. Heavy

“rain in" Karauli district of
Rajasthan has led to a delf

uge-like condition there.

The flood situation in As- -
sam remained critical with .
over 1.88 lakh people reeling
under the impact of the del-
uge in six districts of the

- State. Over 300 villages

have been affected by the
floods, with 16,240 hectares
of crop land under water
and standmg crops bemg-
flattened. |

ND-ND
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Reservoirs
~ SeeRiseln
- Water Levels

Vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Backed by acrea-
ge for pulses that recorded a
substantial jump this week,
the total sown area under
kharif (summer) crops has
for the first time this season
crossed the mark of the ove-
rall acreage of these crops
during the corresponding
period last year.

The week proved to be be-
neficial in alleviating water
shortages as the country’s 91
key reservoirs also recorded
sufficient increase in the av-
. ailability of water due to go-
. od monsoon rains. =
: The sowing data, relea-
sed by the agriculture mini-
stry on Friday, shows that the
. total sown area under kharif
: . crops increased from 406.27
. lakh hectare on July 8 to
559.76 lakh hectare ason Fri-
day — indicating a pick up in
pace of sowingoperations in
many parts of the country
. duringtheweek. Thejumpis
: mainly attributed to increa-
sing acreage in Karnataka
and Madhya Pradesh.

The sown area at this ti-

- Monsoon showeérs boost
- kharif sowing operations

FARMS | Status of Kharif
sown area in past six weeks:

» Sown area under Kharif
crops crossed the
corresponding period of
last year’s mark for the
first time this season

Date

Area in lakh hectares

A

Is

FARMS AND RESERVOIRS: GOOD NEWS FINALLY

boost

_... RESERVOIRS
YCRFESE! Total water storage
R IR  capacity of 91 151.19
LR s Major reservoirs: BCM
£ . » Water availability jumped
iaiwiessi  significantly in past two weeks

1, .:'I- . 1‘_‘:"& it ‘ T -'-n.
] - h *l 't " th .I‘ i X
% &1 WATER AVAILABILITY IN

in 2015-16
june 10 IEEWER 766> 1L HEGIA
june 24 [REEEEN 16410 EobHREonds
juyl [PACKTE 279.27
ulys EDLRrE 431.82
uly 15 EEEERR

(1 cubic meter = 1000 litres) BMC: Billion Cubic Metre

Farmers’ enthusiasm towards sowing of pulses can be attributed to the _
recent increase in the minimum support prices (MSP). Sown area under puises

increased in Kamataka, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and_ Maharashtra

—————————————— e —_——

me last year was 548.38 lakh
hectare. “We will see the in-
creasing trend till the

“end of thekharif sowingsea-

son in September”, said an
official, adding the availabi-
lity of water in reservoirs
will also increase during the
remaining period of the
monsoon season.

Areaunder pulsesincrea-
sedfrom45.941akh hectareas
onJuly 8to 71.071akh hectare

on Friday As compared to
the corresponding period
last year, the acreage for pul-
sesshowsasubstantialjump.
The acreage was 51.12 lakh

- hectareatthistimelast year.

Farmers’ enthusiasm to-
wards sowing of pulses can
be attributed to the recent in-
crease in the minimum sup-
port prices (MSP). The re-
cord shows that the farmers

crops like cotton and oilse-
eds towards pulses for hig-
her MSP and bonus.

Sown area under pulses
increased in Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Maharashtra. Though
there was a marginal increa-
seinareaunder paddy, coarse
cereads, oilseeds andsugarca-
ne during the week, area un-

 oder cotton crop was down by

have shifted from other 24% duringthesaidperiod.
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rainwater harvesting

cnes To Reply By Aug 17

The bench asked civic agencies whether t s
taken steps to encourage rainwater harves

Pollution & Civic A

New Delhi: The Delhi high
courthasaskedall civicagen-
cies whether they have taken
steps to encourage rainwater
harvesting in the national
capital and sought a detailed
report from them on the
current status of their initia-
tives. |

A bench of Justices B D
Ahmed and Ashutosh Kumar
issued notice to Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee, Cen-
tral Ground Water Authority
(CGWA), allthethreemunici-
pal corporations and New
Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) and sought reports

from them by August17.

Thenotices wereissued to
the various agencies after the
courtnoted that monsoon has
already arrived in the natio-
nal capital but none of the
agencies have any policy to
adopt rainwater harvesting
systems in thecity.

lllllllllllllllll

TIMES CITY

HC: Report steps on

and also questioned whether rainwater harvestigg

systems have been installed on the court premis&s

and in the government buildings

“I do not know why anybo-

dy is not interested in doing

any job. By the time you will
do, rain will be over,” the
bench said.

The: court also sald that
while Delhi Jal Board (DJB)

- has indicated steps to be ta-

ken, it has not mentioned a ti-
melinefor the same.

The counsel for DJB said
it has launched threerainwa-
ter harvesting information

centres that will recommend

the type of  conservation
practicestobeadopted and al-
so train plumbers and ma-
SONs

iiiiiiiiii

in designing such’

facilities.

“An NGO, working in the
water sector, has partnered
with the DJB to run the cent-
res,” DJB's counsel said.

. The court was hearing a

public interest litigation by
advocate R K Kapoor seeking
implementation of rainwa-
ter harvestingunitsin thena-
tional capital, especially in
government buildings and
hospitals. . o
The bench questioned :
whether rainwater harves- :
tingsystemshavebeen instal-
led in the court premises and
in government buildings. pr
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turn around water table

nance is also funded by us.

COMPONENTS W 2311178 The response to this project
- : has been great. Low-lying ar-
New Delhi: Around 13 years COST OF INSTALLING gﬂgtll‘;‘ ;::is:‘:‘rgh l‘ca?nzlvr:taer eas that earlier faced water-
ago, Defence Colony’s A RAINWATER logging have now become ide-
eroundwater levels had gone HARVESTING SYSTEM | COARSE MESH Separate al spots for the system,” said
down to 80 feet below the affuetnthei % debris from water Vandana Menon, member of
eround and water scarcity | > (000%0330,000 - s X GUTTERS Channels all the rainwater harvesting
became a common problem | foranareaofabout300 . .. s, 1 around the edge of asloping ~ committee.
in this affluent locality That | S m,dependingonthe . W " roofto collect and transport Another-area battling wa-
is when the Defence Colony . | costof the equipment : : Rainwater - ter scarcity in south Delhi is
Y . Gutter : rainwater to storage tank N
Welfare Association decided » Colony projects may collection, o _ New Friend’s Colony. Here, a
toinstallarainwaterharvest- | cost from 350,000 to | tak ~ CONDUITS Pipelines carrying  local club built a system In ¢
ing system costing around Rs %8 lakh, depending on Filter & water from catchment to 2004 for Rs 40,000, which has. :
9 lakh. Ahead of this mon- the number of pits to be pymp RWH system harvested close to 10 lakh :
soon, the level was measured installed L FIRST-FLUSHING Valve litres of water. “If one re- :
“at 40 feet below the ground | " ensuring that runoff from charge pit can harvest €0 :
with ]§5 recharge pits in place m the first spell of rain is much water, residents in oich :
to collect rainwater. , er colonies and areas canalso :
" Working with Force, ., | >Catchmentareas like | » Filter materials must be flushed out civeitatry” said AK Jha,ad- |
NGO, the association built - roofto_ps mUSt.be kept clean,  replaced or washed before FILTER Removes suspended ministrative officer of the
the recharge pits in the areas especially during monsoon ~ Monsoon poliutants from rainwater club.
prone to waterlogging. Ac- » Roof outlet should be i »All polluted water should collected on roof. Charcoal According to Ashutosh
cording to Ramesh Malhotra, covered by a mesh to check i be removed from recharge and sand filters most Dixit, CEO of URJA, an NGO,
its joint secretary, the model debris . structures commonly used more residential colonies

|~

hasworked sowell thattheas-

sociation is planning to in-
stall 50 more rainwater har-
vestiig pits in the locality.
“We conducted an independ-
ent study last year, which
found that the groundwater
level has risen by close to 30
feet at many places,” said
Malhotra.

Source: rainwaterharvesting.org

The readings taken by the
Centre for Science and Envi-
ronment (BSE) in November
2010showed groundwater lev-
els had risen by 14.4 feet since
2006, while a recent study by
Force found that close to 7
crort litres of water had been

added to groundwater tables
in Defence Colony through
these pits.

Residents of Nizamuddin
East also adopted a similar
model in 2004. Builtatacostof
close to Rs 2 lakh, the 11-pit
project was fully funded by

the residents themselves.
Five pits were later added by
the corporation and close to
40% of the surface areainthe

colony is now being utilised

to collect rainwater.
“We ourselves clean the
pits regularly; the mainte-

should take up such projects.
“We recently helped revive
many recharge pits in De-
fence Colony. Ideally, a pit
should be cleaned every year
before the monsoon as leaves

and debris may clog it. The

participation of residents is
crucial to maintain these
pits,” Dixit said.

—_‘_—'__-__'—-——.._____
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