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Sixty persons have died due
to the floods in Assam over

the last couple of months. -

Nearly 10 lakh people in 21

districts -of the State have

been affected.

The South Salwara dis-
trict is the worst hit. The
districts - of Lakhimpur,
Karimganj and Biswanath

have also been severely af- .

fected by the flood.
According to State 6ffi-

cials,

seven bridges. and 30 em-

bankments have been dam- . -

aged <in the.floods. Hun-

dreds -of - houses- were
submerged .as. .the
Brahmaputra has been

flowing above the danger
level.

Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal on
Monday directed all Deputy
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-about 435 roads, -

i

Commissioners to ensure
that families affected by the
floods were provided with
relief materials, irrespective
of whether they were stay-
ing in relief camps or not.
He asked authorities in
the five districts covered by
Kaziranga National Park —

Nagaon, Karbi “Anglong, -

Golaghat, Biswanath Chari-
ali and Sonitpur - to take

»steps to safeguard wild an-

imals affected by the floods

in close cooperation with

-the -police -and the forest
.department.

The Assam State Disaster
‘Management Authority said
1,102 villages were under-
water at present and nearly
41,000 hectares of crop
areas were inundated.

In Odisha, the State gov-
ernment rushed relief ma-
terials to villagers in the
‘Rayagada and Kalahandi

ssam Odlsha face flood fur

Rehef apace m GUJarat heavy downpour in Bengal, cloudburst in Himach
,dlstrlcts, a day after flash

floods wrought havoc.

4,000 evacuated

About 4,000 people were
evacuated and lodged in 15
temporary shelters, where
cooked food was being

-provided to them at free kit-
chen centres.
Five  bridges were

washed away and four ma-
jor roads were damaged in
the floods.

The twin cities of Cuttack
and -Bhubaneswar faced
heavy waterlogging. In 18
major localities in Cuttack,
residents had a tough time
stepping out of their houses
as the lanes and by-lanes

-were submerged in water,

Cuttack received 154.5 mm
of rainfall over the 24 hours
till Monday morning.

Chief 'Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Monday direc-
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ted all departments to work
on a war-footing to restore
road and power connectiv-
ity to the flood-hit villages.

The flood-related death
toll in Gujarat rose to 11 as
two more persons died in
the last 24 hours.

Rescue operations are on
in Jamnagar district, where
several people are still
stranded. The Umergam
and Kaprada taluks of
Valsad district received the
highest rainfall of 99 mm
and 98 mm, respectively.

West Bengal too received
isolated heavy downpour.

A man was swept away
by flash floods triggered by
a cloud burst in the Chama
district of Himachal Pra-

‘desh, as rain lashed many

parts of the State.

(With inputs  from
Ahmedabad and
Bhubaneswar)
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Flood scene improves,

death toll rises to 59

Living with floods: Provisions for boats and houses on stilts/platforms may be pari of public

awareness in flood-prone areas. An affected village at Dhakuakhana, on Saturday. - UB Photos
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GUWAHATY, July 15: The
overall flood situation in the
State is improving with the
number of villages affected
coming down to 1,795 from
yesterday’s 2,240. Howev-
er, with reports of seven
more deaths from different
flood-hit areas, the toll has
gone up to 59.

According to the evening
flood bulletin of the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority, the population af-

Twby 16
fected by floods stood at 11.93
lakh in 24 districts, while
around 24,000 people are tak-

___m___
Govt to provide
textbooks to
flood-hit students
T RS

ing shelter in 123 relief camps.
Over 50 per cent of the Ka-
ziranga National Park is still
under water, affecting 93 anti-
poaching camps, it said.
Meanwhile, Education Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma

i

T Tt
today said the State govern-
ment will provide textbooks
to school students who have
lost them during the current
wave of floods,

“Students from ClassTto X
whose books have been dam-
aged or lost during the floods
can inform their school head-
masters before July 25. We
will get the requirement from
the districts by Julv 30 and we
hope we will be able to pro-
vide the textbooks by August-
end,” Sarma said. '
(See page 13}
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Sarma, who also holds the
Health portfolio, said the dis-
trict administrations have been
directed to conduct extensive
medical camps to prevent any
outbreak of diseases after the
floodwaters recede.

“The administrations have
been directed to work exten-
sively on providing safe drink-
ing water to the flood-affected
areas. We have also appealed
to the private sector to hold
health camps in the flood-hit
areas,” he said, adding the Vet-
erinary Department has also
been asked to step up relief
for animals,

‘ He claimed that for the first
dime fodder has been provided
by the government for the flood-
hit animals ip Kaziranga: Here-
iterated that there ig no dearth
of funds for flood relief and the

cene ...
Deputy Commissioners have
been dsked to spend “liberally".

The minister further said
that as per a report till 10 this
morning, 71 bridges have heen
damagedand 12 embankments
breached in the floods, “Work
on them will start immedjate-
ly after the floods, We have
asked the respective depart-
ments to provide the project
reports by August 15 so that
work can start by September;
October,” he said.

Sarma also said the DCs
have been asked to increase
the number of relief distribu-
tion points so that the materi-
als reach the maximum
number of people. “Some
people are reluctant to leave
their homes and are pot stay-
ing in the relief camps. The
materials are not reaching
these people,” he admitted.
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GUWAHATVIMPHAL: The flood situ-
ationinthe Northeast improved
on Moenday. but five people
drowned in Assam and Mani-
pur’'s connectivity woes were
compounded after a Britishera
steel bridge on a national high-
way collapsed partially.

The Assam flood death toll
since April is now 65 with 7.65
lakh people in 17 inundated dis-
tricts still unable toreturn home.
More than 18.900 of them are
spread across 236 relief camps,
officials of Assam State Disaster
Management Authority said.

Officials in Manipur's Tamen-
glong district said a part of the
bride across river Barak along
NHI102 gave wayv on Monday
morning, leaving more than 400
Imphal-bound goods trucks
stranded. The bridge is about
120km west of Imphal.

NH102. which connects
Imphaltosouthern Assam’s Sil-
char.isone of the twolifelines of
Manipur.

The other is NH2 via Naga-
land. which has been cut-off
since Saturday after a massive
landslide took away a 150-metre
stretch 22 km south of Kohima.

Some goods trucks were
diverted {romthe more popular
NH2route after Saturday’sland-
slide

“Wehavesuppliestolast 24-30
davsbut wewillhavetothink of
alternativesifthetwohighwavs
are not repaired fast.” a trans-
portofficer said.

On Monday. Assam chief min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal asked
officials to provide relief mate-
rial toevery flood-affected fam-
iy, "eventothose whoarenotin
reliefcamps”. Officials in Mani-
pur have been unable to collate
flood damage data.

FOODPACKETS
AIRDROPPEDIN ODISHA
Thewaterievelinseveralrivers
receded Mondayv and the flood
situationinRayagada and Kala-
handidistrictsimproved.

Thestate government started
servingfood through free kitch-
ens,

“Despite intermittent rains.
thereisaslightimprovementin
the flood situation in Rayagada
and Kalahandi districts. Chop-
persareairdropping food pack-
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Flcod toll shoots to 65 in Assam

BREAKDOWR Authorities air-drop food packets as bridge collapses in Odisha, Manipur lead to connectivity troubles

37 AR
e bridge across river Barak in Tame|
Manipur, gave away on Monday.

ets,” said Odisha special relief
commissioner Bishnupada
Sethi.

“Around 3000 relief packets
have been distributed.” he fur-
ther added.

Thestate government contin-
uedtobeonalertasthelow pres-
sureareaover Bayof Bengal was
likely to turn into depression
during the next 24 hoursresult-
inginheavyrain.

The Bansadharariver contin-

HT PHOTO

uedtoswell. crossing the danger
mark near Kasinagarin Gajapati
district.

Health minister Pratap Jena
said special medical teams had
camped in Rayagada.

FLASHFLOODIMPACTIN
COASTAL ANDHRA

Several villages in north-costal
Andhra’s Srikakulam and Viz-
lanagaram districts were inun-
dated and standing crops in

= A fiood affected family takes shel

thousands of acres were dam-
aged asheavyrainsinsouthern
Odisharesultedinflashfloodsin
Nagavaliriver.

The floods also disrupted
train services between Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha.

With the Nagavali river in
spate, Vizinagaram authorities
released 29,000 cusecs of water
from Thotapalli barrage, result-
ing in inundation of low-lving
arcas

ter in a makeshift house at
Goroimari village in Assam on Monday.

PTIPHOT

District authorities in Srika-
kulam district, downstream of
the river. also evicted people
from the low-lying areas to the
safer places.

Vizianagaram collector Vivek
Yadav and Srikakulam district
collector K Dhanunjay Reddy
visited the flood-hitareas.

“Thereisnothreattothelives
ofthe people. But thereisheavy
damage to crops,” Reddy told
mediapersons
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‘Storage in Cauvery basin

less than half of last year y*

Owing to poor rain, it has dipped to 2143 tmcft as against 48.26 tmcft last year

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU :
After three consecutive years
of drought, Karnataka may
be staring at an even grim-
mer situation in the Cauvery
basin area this year, if the
monsoon doesnot gain mo-
mentum in the next couple
of weeks. ,

. The storage in all -four
reservoirs of the Cauvery
basin — Krishnaraja Sagar,
Kabini, Hemavati and Har-
angi — is currently less than
50% of what it was last year,
which was billed the worst in
several decades. As per the
Karnataka State Natural Dis-
aster Monitoring Centre
data, the total storage stood
at 21.43 tmcft this year as
against 48.26 tmcft in 2016.

‘Not lost hope yet’
Water Resources Minister
M.B. Patil, while addressing

N
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Dwindling resources: The water tevel has come down

drastically in the Krishnaraja Sagar dam. wspeciar ARRANGEMENT

a press conference here,
said, the State had not lost
hope yet as the Indian Met-
eorology Department had
forecast spells of rain in the
next one or two weeks.

When asked if the govern-
ment would reserve water in
the reservoirs only for drink-
ing purposes, Mr. Patil said
he would convene a meeting
of representatives of boards

of all the basin areas in the
State after a week or two and
takeacall -

He said serious shortage
had come in the way of re-
leasing Cauvery water to
Tamil Nadu as per the
Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal’s order.

As against the required re-
lease of 44 tmcft of water so
far from June 2017, the State
had released only 2.2 tmcft
of water, he said.

Cloud seeding
The government will also
launch cloud seeding injtiat-
ive after assessing the rainfall
for the next one or two
weeks, the Minister said.
Meanwhile, Mr, Patil clari-
fied that Karnataka had not
diverted water from the Ma-
hadayi river to Malaprabha
basin as reported in a sec-
tion of media.
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