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Govt wmds up

‘New Delhi:’
. solved the 28-year-old Cauvery
. Water D'sputes’.’[‘nbunal, argu-
| dng v reference” in
i dbe necessary.

mjab, Haryana and Ra-
has»infa’ :t, been in ex-
. Zge

1"¥mL0kSa 1a sinceMarch 2017,
| Under the proposed law,
_there will be a single tribunal
 with ultiple benches, unlike.
| thepresentlaw w! lchprmfv‘es ;
. for mtﬂhple tribunals ke tri-

3 under the proposed law
g’g)unal d with-
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shre
mg and urbandevelopment depart-
_ ment, toimplement on time bound
. basisthe State Administrative Coun-
.4 cil's decision regarding procure-
 ment and hiring of Take cleaning
* machinery. Aggarwal apprised the
_Governorregarding theimportance
“of construction of a Western Fore-
‘shore Road for permanent pre-
vention ofingress and delmeanon
-of western Boundary of the Lake.
~ Governor asked the Chief Qéc-’
Ietary BVR Subramanyam to review

he economic viability of the pro-
osal for the construction of 20,
] elling units at Rakh-i-Arth
s, tobe executed by t J&K.
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was submerged under six feet water at
afte aheavy shower

overthegovernment’sfa.llureto

preventwaterloggmzmthe city,

3 ) chief fcretaryAnshu Prakash

away’ﬁ*omlabourmmmter Gopal  soon to pre wa‘terloggmg ‘has called for a high-level meet-

Ralandallottedtourbandevelop Having control over the flood 1ingofadozen of stakeholders on
mentmlnlsterSatyendngmn bntroldppartmentwﬂlhelph]m Wednesdayafternoon

-The cabinet Jl'g comes ata = roordinatev: tagenciesbetter,”  « Detailed mapping of areas

e Delhl govemmentspokesper— o acrossﬁneCapltalthatareprone

140 : i to waterloggngmﬂbetakenup

s tmeansanewsurveywﬂlbe
; doneandnewareaswﬂlbeld ti-
ia, fied. Area- spec1ﬁcprob1e
as waterlogging, which results
fromrampantconstrueh ;

agenc1es mcludmg the central
§ May last year when transport government’s ministry of hous-
asavaﬂablhtyofsuchonpumps “ ‘minister Kailash Gahlot and mgandurbana.ﬁ“alrs willattend
runmngﬂlecomp]alntoenheand’ ,soaalwelfaremlmsterRaJendra themeetmg . o
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Floods h1t hfe in Kerala toll rises to 15

Kottayam Alappuzha werst hit; NDRF teams engage inrescue operanons for Who]e day \<\Q’

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT G E
S e : . Crew on
' With the Meenachil river in il
‘spate and large tracts of pad- Stranded
. dy fields and even homes i g '
getting submerged in flood- ; dOCk rescued
th i ¢ ; :
STAFF REPORTER
: | KOCHI ¢ :
i A Navy team on Tuesday
rescued two Indonesian

N
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persons from 2,300 families

crew members on board a

 stranded floating dock, Al

Fattan, that washed ashore

on the Thottappally beach
in Alappuzha on Monday.
. ~ An Advanced Light
The body of Deepu of ) Helicopter of the Indian
Kanjirappally, who went ‘l‘o a safer place: Police personne cue team in action after heavy rain, in Kottayam on Naval Air Squadron 322 of
Tuesday =PI e ' " L the Southern Naval
er, was retrieved on Tues- g i T : y Command evacuated the
day. The body of Baiju, 31,'0f ~ areas, makmg moblhty next hit areas were Upper Kutta-  in Kottayam, Changanas- : crew. The members were
Vallicaud who-drowned in to nnposmble 7 nad region and the low-lying  sery, Vaikom and Meenachil : brought to the INS Garuda
the Achenkovﬂ river, -was o areas of Thiruvalla; Mallap- - taluks were moved to 104 re- : in Kochi and handed over
fished out.on Tuesday. Ra- Relentless waves . pally, and Kozhencherry ta- - lief camps.. “to the Coast Guard and
makrishnan of Mavelikkara® Two teams of the National luks o ~~ In Alappuzha, the ﬂoods civil administration for
and Narayanan of Melattoor ~ Disaster - ‘Response ' Force  Train services were dis- forced 21,458 people from immigration formalities.
in Malappuram -also “lost - -(NDRF) were pressed into rupted for sometime as the = 4,977 families to move to re- The floating dock,
i their lxvesmthe rainfuryon = service in Kottayam .and railway tracks between Er- lief camps. The district ad- which got disconnected
i Tuesday ¥ - were engaged in rescue op-, nakulam and Kayamkulam  ministration also took steps from the tug, was being
" The whole of Palatownin erations for the whole day. . -came under threat fromthe to supply gruel from 123 : transported to AbuDhabi
Kottayam was under waters -~ In - Alappuzha, coastal Tising waters. centres to the affected fami- from Sabang in Indonesia.
for almost the whole day as  areas such as Cherthala, Am lies. Traffic on the Alappuz- Meanwhile, the
the  Meenachil ~ river balapuzha and Karthikap- Rehef camps ; ha-Changanassery (AC) Road Customs sleuths seized a
breached its banks. pally came under relentless  In Kottayam, 147 houses sus-  was -disrupted for the se- ! satellite phone from the
‘At many places, the water  battering ' from waves. In tained damage and 8,577 cond consecutive day on : tugthatwas towmg the
rose nearly five feet in living  Pathanamthitta, the worst Tuesday due to flooding. dock.



Over one-third of th

increased expenditure

SUKHGEET KAur
LU ANGEET KAUR
Director, NITT Aayog

OMPARED f{o the non-farming

. for about 10 per cent of the total
suicides. Nevertheless, farmers' suicides

push rural families to extreme depriva--

tion levels, forcing_ governments to take

costly relief ang rehabilitation measures.

However this brings short-lived relief a5

main causes for triggering  suicides
remain unattended. : ,

_ Punjap, with the highest Cropping inten-

sity, Irrigation coverage and use of fertilis-

ersis battling with Increasing rural indebt.

edness. On an average, the Punjab farmer
has the third highest outstanding loan in
the country affer the southern states. The
proportion of indebted agricultural hoyse-
holds in Punjab is higher than Bihar,

able both in termg of stagnant growih and
stressed water and soil resources. More-
over, agricultural development could not
make a dent on the 8rowing inequalities,

Farm labourers’ indebtedness

Worse, farme;rs' suicides in Punjab seem to
be on the rise. However, what misses the
headlines is that over one-third of the gy;.
cides are by agricultural labourers;
Reduced demand for farm labour,
increased expenditure on medical and
education needs and expensive non-instj-
tutional credit have pushed them into debt
traps. They face doubleedged Squeeze
with greater yge of Iabour—displacing agri-

o St Rl
——sfa T e e

sector, suicides in the farming
sector are lower. They account

€ suicides by farmle'rs,ih Puhjéb are‘by agﬁc‘u ltura i
On basic needs and exp ensive no

NSIVe norHinstitutional credit have pushed them into debttraps. § b
funds should pe. diverted towards micro,
Irrigation and water efficiency; :

- % Income Support to the most vuinerable

households would help in reducing debts,

Extreme Impoverishment not - only

Inereases out-of-pocket medical expenses

ic payments. Besidesine
of institutiOnal sources and: micro-credit, -
~ borrowing needs to be limited by counsel-
ingborrowers tonot overrely Qn creditand
educating lenders to sanetion loans only
after due diligence of the re-paying capaci-
ty; else face punitive action. - :
B Comple_mentary infewentions such as
erwise indebtedness will expanding free healthcare and education, .
and asset position of borrower— almest 70 the Primary source, leading to a dispropor--  continye to grow. These vary from short- mental health counseling and strengthen-
percent of Punjab's indebted farmer house: tionately higher interest burden, Tt wasesti-  termincome support to long-term Support: ing cooperative movement can equip the
holds possess two hectares orless of land—  mateg that agricultyre labour owed the for better livelihoods, most vulnerable for better livelihoods.
explains the high incidence of indebted-  maximum debt at a rate ofinterest ranging s : o ? ificial inte :
ness. A study found that while about 19 per between 22 and 28 per cent. How farm incomes can be raised the small and marginal farmers through *
cent of the marginal and small farmers Worse, the most vulnerable households = Raising farm incomes needs 3 concerted wegther advisories, prediction of yields and
Wwere bankrupt, only six per cent of the - borrow heavily to pay for nen-productive bush towards diversification in less water- _amvals and red}lction of crop faﬂure‘dug to
medium and large farmers were bankrupt. purposes. Farmers with less: than 04 intensive crops. Simulfcaneous investments Improper t."ann_mg techmgues. ’I}Jlnk}ng
Another factor is the growing dependence hectare of land spent over three-fourths of inresedrchand extension can help improve smart solutions is worthwhile than pressing

uets consumption. pry

livelihdod by diversified agriculture or-
skill developm thas accentuated the cri-
tions. The negative annual growth of average debt per agricultural labourhouse-  sig, The high incidence of suicides in the
wages during the last four years (2014-17) hold from non-institutional agernicies was age group of 20-40 years calls for urgent
is indicative of the economic Squeeze. Rs 50,218 and from mstitutional agenciesit - iﬁtervenﬁonsf to harness this demograph-
The inverse relationship between debt  was only Rs 4,492 with the moneylenderas  ic dividend. Oth

on high mteresbbearing non-institutional - the loan on conspicuous consumption; profitability through better seeds and effi- - for loan waivers which do 80od to no one m
credit sources. On an average, the share of marriages; ceremonies, education and cient technologies. For éxample, the aver- the long run. More S0 as climate change is
non-institutional sources was half of the healtheare costs. Interestingly, institution- age yield of wheat is higher than the set to worsen the stresses inagriculture,
loan given to Punjab farmers; Institutional 3] ereditis diverted o pay for these needs. realised yield which points o vield stagna- 15 R
credit is almost absent in the lowest asset Failure to develop alternative sources of tion. To ease out stressed water resources, Views are persong

\. \*’ \\\\mii\\\“
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Government of India
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Central Water Commission
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Flood Forecast Monitoring Directorate
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Room No. 5" Floor(S), Sewa Bhawan,
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-Water level inching towards 100-ft mark

SYED MUTHAHAR SAQAF
P.V. SRIVIDYA
SALEM/HOGENAKKAL

With the inflow crossing
1.06 lakh cubic feet per se-
: cond on Monday evening,

the water level at the Mettur
dam was inching closer to
the 100-ft mark, as against
the Full Reservoir Level
(FRL) of 120 ft.

The realisation of Cauv-
ery water at the Mettur
dam, which stood at 45,316
cusecs on Sunday morning,
rose to 1,06,595 cusecs by
the evening. The water level
stood at 90.60 ft as on Mon-

in spate- The reallsatron of Cauvery water at the Mettur dam’ touched 1 06, 595 cusecs

by Sunday evenlng =E.LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

Hogenakkal could be seen

day evening. The storage le- ~ Prior to this, the dam had ed the people and the fish-

vel was a little over 51 tmc  reached FRL on December ermen of Adipalar, Settipat-  gushing with water. As the
(thousand million cubic 2, 2010. ti, Pannavadi, Moolakkadu, water level rose, the path—
feet), as against the dam’s The entire official ma- Thinnapatti, Sinnamedu way leading up to the view

full capacity of 93.47 tmc.
“Going by the present
rate of inflow, the storage le-
vel in the Mettur dam will
touch the 100-ft mark
soon,” sources in the Public
Works Department (PWD)

chinery has been kept on
high alert, as the inflow into
the Mettur dam continues
to rise, following constant,
heavy discharge of water
from the Kabini and Krish-
naraja Sagar reservoirs in

and other places situated
near Mettur to move to
higher ground. The inland
fishermen have been
warned against venturing
into the sea.

In Dharmapuri, Cauvery

point in Hogenakkal be-
came flooded.

Steady rise ;

With Karnataka releasing
over one lakh cusecs from
the Kabini and Krishnaraja

°
told The Hindu. ' neighbouring Karnataka. water coursed its way into  Sagar reservorrs, thanks to
This will be the first time The district administra- Hogenakkal, with an inflow heavy rain in the Cauvery
in the last four years that tion in Salem has already is- 0f1,05,000 cusecs on Mon- ~ catchment areas, the inflow ,
the dam’s storage level has  sued a flood warmng to pe-  day, resulting in the popular  into the Biligundlu reser-

crossed the 100-ft mark.
Previously, the Stanley Re-
servoir registered the 100-ft
mark on August 8, 2014.
Previously, the dam
reached FRL on August 5,

ople resrdmg in low-level
areas in the villages situated
along the banks of the Cauv-
ery river downstream of Bi-
ligundlu — the entry point
into Tamil Nadu - up to

tourist destination being
completely cordoned off
from the public.

The inflow, which was
85,000 cusecs on Monday
morning, rose to 1,05,000

voir in Krishnagiri has re-
corded a steady rise since
Sunday.

Coracle operations have
remained suspended for
the past 8 days, and are ex-

2013, when the inflow was = Mettur. cusecs in the evening. In its = pected to resume only after
as hlgh as 1.78 lakh cusecs. The officials have direct- wake, the five waterfalls of amarked fall in inflow.
B DENT

fear of ﬂoods with water le-




Flood alert along the Cauvery

The crest gates of the Knshnara]a Sagar were lifted on Saturday afternoon

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MANDYA
Residents of at least 30 villag-
es in Srirangapatna, Panda-
vapura and K.R. Pet taluks in
the district are living in the
fear of floods with water le-
¢ vels in the Cauvery and the
* Hemavathi rising.

The Cauvery has been
brimming ever since the

crest gates of the Krishnaraja .

Sagar (KRS) were lifted on
Saturday afternoon.

The rate of discharge,
which was 20,000 cusecs,
went up to 81,930 cusecs by
Monday evening.

Hemavathi brimmirig

Meanwhile, water is being

discharged from the Hema-
vathi reservoir in Hassan at
the rate of around 28,800
cusecs.

The Hemavathl joins the
Cauvery in the district after
passing through many villag-
es of K.R. Pet.

The rising water level in
the Cauvery has already led

Fear of deluge: The flooded Paschima Vahini nea :

Srirangapatna in Mandya district.

to the flooding of islets in the
Ranganathittu Bird Sanctu-
ary, near Srirangapatna. Wa-
ter has entered houses in
- paschima Vahini in the same
town.

The Sai Baba temple on

- the outskirts of Srirangapaf-

na, the Gowthama Kshetra
Mutt near Doddegowdana
Koppalu, and the meditation
centre ‘Saidhama’ at Bete
Thimmana Koppalu near
pandavapura, have . also
been partially flooded.
While Gajanana Swami of

'
—— =

Gowthama Kshetra is reluc-
tant to leave, the inmates
and maintenance staff of the
other two places have been
moved to safer areas, said of-
ficial sources.

‘Two software engineers
from Bengaluru, Sameer
Rahman, 29, and his friend
Bhavani Shankar, 29, who
ventured close to the Cauv-
ery in the quest for a perfect
selfie, were washed away in
the gushing river waters in
Mekedatu in Sathanur on
Sunday.

~Rain havoc
_ continues
_inKerala

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

! THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

¢ The resurgent monsoon
i caused widespread havoc
. across Kerala on Monday
i as the government scram-
. bled to take stock of the
i flood situati>n in various
: districts and step up relief
: activities. Two persons re-
i portedly drowned in Kot-
i tayam and Malappuram
¢ districts, taking the death
. toll in the current mon-
: soon spell to 12.

As many as 27,031 per-

i sons belonging to 6,065 fa-
i milies have béen shifted to
| 190 relief camps: Across =
i the State, roads and houses
¢ were swamped by surging
. flood waters.

Central Kerala was the

. worstaffected.




Rain fury causes havoc

insouthern states

6 killed in Kerala; old bridge swept away in Kollegal

‘BENGALURU/T'PURAM/HY-
DERABAD/CHENNAI, DHNS:
Six people wereKkilled in
Kerala, 53 workers were
stranded on ariverbedin
Andhra Pradesh and a his-
torical bridge washed away
in Kollegal in Karnataka as
heavy rain lashed the south-
ern states on Monday.

With water being released
from major dams in Karnata-
ka, the level at the Stanley Res-
ervoirin Mettur in Tamil Nadu
touched 90 feet on Monday.

In Kollegal in Chamara-
janagar district, a portion of
the 200-year-old Lushing-
ton Bridge, also called the
Ramaswamy Mudaliar Bridge
across the River Cauvery near
Sattegala was washed away
dueto the gushing waters.

It is said to be the oldest
stone bridge connecting Kol-
legal and Shivanasamudra.

The swollen Cauvery river
alsosubmerged manytemples
inSrirangapatnaand the book-
ing countersin Ranganathittu.

In Kerala, heavy rain left its
central districts battered, as
the southwest monsoon re-
mained active and weather-

washed away on Monday. bH PHOTO

T

= Swollen Cauvery sub-
merges many templesin -
Srirangapatna and booking
counters in Ranganathittu.

® Flooding of rail tracks in
Ernakulam leads to cancel-
lation of 10 passenger train

men forecast more rains till
Friday. Atleastsixpeoplewere
reported dead in rain-related
incidentsin the state.

The KSRTC bus station in
Ernakulam was inundated

A portlon of the 200-year-old Lushlnton Bridg

TSI

Monsoontorrent

acrossthe
Cauvery in Kollegal taluk of Chamarajanagar dlstrlct thatwas

I

services

® 53 personsstranded inthe
middle of river Vamsadhara
in Andhra Pradesh

® |In Tamil Nadu, Hogenakkal
falls overflows for the 7th
consecutive day on Monday

I

and ﬂoodmg of ranl tracks in
the Ernakulam South station
led to the cancellation of 10
passenger train services and
rescheduling of five long-dis-
tancetrains, including services

to Chennai and Bengaluru.

In coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, there were
heavy inflows into reservoirs
after a low-pressure area
hovering over neighbouring
Odisha, triggered heavy rains.
Dowleswaram in East Go-
davari district, Vamsadhara in
Srikakulam, Kinnersani near
Bhadradri, Tungabhadra in
Kurnool and Kadem in Telan-
ganaare brimming with water.

As many as 53 persons, in-
cluding 40 sand quarry work-

ers, 10 truck drivers, three"

excavator operators and three

shepherds were stranded |

along with their equipment
and vehicles in the middle of
river Vamsadhara since Sun-
day as water levels suddenly
rose. On Monday, the district
administration rescued the
stranded workers.

In Tamil Nadu, Hogenakkal
falls overflowed for the seventh
consecutive day on Monday.
With Stanley Reservoir fast fil-
ingup, the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has decided to open the
gates of Mettur Dam on July
19 for ‘kuruvai’ (short- term)
paddy cultivation.

» More reports, pages 4,7
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS: Heavy rain pounded
Kerala on Monday leaving
its central districts battered,
as the southwest monsoon
remained active and weath-
ermen forecast more rains
 till Friday.

At least six people were re-
. ported dead in rain-related
incidents in the state on a day
that saw life in cities including
Kochi and parts of Kottayam,
Idukkiand Alappuzha districts
. severely affected.

| Many parts of Kochi re-
. mained submerged till late
| evening on Monday The KS-
RTCbus station in Ernakulam

was inundated and flooding

of tail tracks in the Ernaku-
lam South station led to can-
cellation of 10 passenger train
services and reschedulmg of
five long-distance trains, in-
cluding services to Chennai
and Bengaluru. Train servic-
es were also hit after trees fell
on tracks on two locations, in

Ernakulam and Alappuzha

%@'ﬁm(@)

districts. Traffic on highways
was affected as rain continued
through the firsthalf of the day.
Morethan 2,500 peopleare
inrehabilitation camps across
the state of which 1,007 are in
Ernakulam. High waves con-
tinued to batter coastal areas
of Ernakulam, Alappuzha and
Thrissur districts. The Indian
National Centre for Ocean In-
formation Services has fore-
cast high waves in the 3.5 m
-4.4mrangealongthe Kerala
coast, till late Wednesday.
Landslips were reported in
Kottayam and Idukki districts
and the Kuttanad region suf-
feredhuge croplosses. Among
the southern districts, Kollam
and Pathanamthltta are the
worst-hit.
Kochi and Kozha, in Kottay-

am, recorded extremely heavy.

rainfall of 23 cm each on Mon-
day. Piravom in Ernakulam
recorded 22 cm while heavy
to heavy rainfall was recorded
in Munnar and Peerumed in
Idukki district (20 cm and 19

puzha _cm respectively).

batters

Kerala

Floodmg oftracks atthe Ernakulam South rallway statlon on Monday caused cancellatlon and rescheduling of many

trains.pH PHOTO

I
.

The state has recorded zm over the past week, Revenue here. The southwestmonsoon  state has recorded a cumula-

overall loss of about Rs ei
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from downtown Mumbai, Vasai has tehsil
(or taluk), a Gram Panchayat, and there is
also the Vasai-Virar City Municipal Corpo-
ration (VVCMC). Anditis part of the Mum-
bai Metropolitan Region (MMR). The pop-
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formation Services has fore-
cast high waves in the 3.5 m
-4.4mrangealongthe Kerala
coast, till late Wednesday.

Landslips were reported in
Kottayam and Idukki districts
and the Kuttanad region suf-
fered huge croplosses. Among
the southern districts, Kollam
and Pathanamthitta are the
worst-hit.

Kochiand Kozha, in Kottay-
am, recorded extremely heavy.
rainfall of 23 cm each on Mon-
day. Piravom in Ernakulam
recorded 22 cm while heavy
to heavy rainfall was recorded
in Munnar and Peerumed in
Idukki district (20 ¢cm and 19

cmrespectively).
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Rain,

Mumbal
Mrltyunjay Bose

Nestled along the Arabian Sea on one

side and the majestic Sahyadrirang-
esontheothersides, Vasaiisaunique
placein Maharashtra.

In between passes the Western Railway
line and the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-
way —with four busy station-localities on
the way—Naigaum, Vasai, Nalasopara and
Virar, over a stretch of nearly 10 kms, and
thence into Palghar district that touches
the Gujaratborder.

Inmanyrespects, Vasai couldwell be one
among the first planned modern cities that
can claim to have a history and heritage of
over 500 years, as well. Vasai’s history is
older than that of Bombay, now Mumbai,
or rather, the modern history of Mumbai
started from Vasai or Bassein.

The city is located on the north bank of
VasaiCreek, partoftheestuaryofthe Ulhas
Riverandsettlednexttothe Tungareshwar
Wildlife Sanctuary. Located 50-6Q km
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from downtown Mumbai, Vasai has tehsil
(or taluk), a Gram Panchayat, and there is
also the Vasai-Virar City Municipal Corpo-
ration (VVCMC). Anditis part ofthe Mum-
bai Metropolitan Region (MMR). The pop-
ulation—estimated to be 13-15lakh—makes
it the fastest growing Mumbai suburbs.
Thereis alarge floating population as well,
and the pressure on infrastructureis high.

When the 7-11 July heavy pounding of
rains and the resultant deluge occurred
in the Vasai-Virar belt, there were more
questions than answers. From July 6-13,
this MMR region saw rainfall between 600
t0800 mm.

In the past, too, MMR had seen several
floods, including on July 26, 2005, but the
accumulated water had flowed out. This
time around, water stayed for nearly three
days. The floods have resulted in power
outage ranging from 36 to 40 hours, and
disruption of water supply for nearly two
days.Itledtoamajortrafficmessandthreat
ofwater-borne diseases.

To dwell further, one has to first under-
standwhat Vasaiis. In fact, Vasaiis aunique
tehsil -ithassea on oneside, ithas afishing
community, it has salt-pans, agriculture
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zone, it has multiple townships, it has an
industrial zone and also a forest zone. All
these, spread over 380 sq km.

“This has never happened in Vasai be-
fore,”says Chinmay Gavankar,whofounded
Vasai First, a collective of NGOs. “There
wererainsandflooding, people werestrand-
ed, there was traffic mess, there were prob-
lems of power supply, water supply and, on
top ofit, (phone) networks were jammed.”

“We have to look at the issue with a per-
spective,” says veteran activist Sameer
Vartak, president of Paryavaran Samvard-
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han Samiti, Vasai-Virar. “Over the last two
decades, the natural outlets for water have
been closed. Ononesideisthe Arabian Sea
and on the other are the Sahyadri range
hills and jungles,” he said, adding that the
flooding of tracks along the Nalasopara
station clearly showed that the water could
not flowout. “Planningisamajorissuehere,
buildings have mushroomed.” _
e politics of Vasai is controlled by Hi-
tendra Thakur-led Bahujan Vikas Aghadi
(BVA). Thakur and his son Kshitij Thakur
represent the Vasai and Nalasopara con-
stituencies in the Maharashtra assembly.
The BVA also controlsthe VVCMC. “There
are geographical reasons, topographical
reasons as well as the excessive rains, cou-
pled with high tide,” Thakur was quoted

§saying.

" “Thave been here for over two decades. I
have seen several rains and floods that the
MMR experienced. Butnonelike this,”said
Gautam Chatterjee, the secretary of Praga-
ti,a socio-cultural welfare association.

A visit to the Vasai Fort, which is under
the control of the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI), reveals how the foundation
of the planned fort-city was laid and how it

changed hands fromthe Gujarat Sultansto
the Portuguese to the Marathas and then
to the British, and how planning has gone
with each change. Post-Independence,
particularlyin the lastthree decades, there
hasbeenareal estate boomaswellasa pop-
ulation explosion. In fact, the Nalasopara
station accounts for maximum ticket sales
in Mumbai’s suburban railway network.

‘Heavy development’

“Vasai is like ‘mini Goa’ but it has seen
heavy development over the years,” says
Kiran Bhoir, director of KMC Holidays
and Offshore, adding that the flora and
fauna canrarely be matched byany other
tehsil-town in India.

Vasai also is an industrial hub, one of
the largest in Maharashtra, spread over
Navghar, Gokhivare, Waliv, Sativali and
Gauraipada. “There are over 12,000 units,
mostly MSME:s. It directly and indirectly
employs three to four lakh people " says
Gowalis Industrial Association vice presi-
dent Ashok Colaco.

The Vasai-Virar region will be seeing
more ‘development’, thanks to the Mum-
bai Metropolitan Region Development
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han Samiti, Vasai-Virar. “Over the last two
decades, the natural outlets for water have
been closed. Ononesideisthe Arabian Sea
and on the other are the Sahyadri range
hills and jungles,” he said, adding that the

| flooding of tracks along the Nalasopara
. station clearly showed that the water could

notflowout. “Planningisamajorissuehere,
buildings have mushroomed.” :

" The politics of Vasai is controlled by Hi-
tendra Thakur-led Bahujan Vikas Aghadi
(BVA). Thakur and his son Kshitij Thakur
represent the Vasai and Nalasopara con-
stituencies in the Maharashtra assembly.
The BVA also controlsthe VVCMC. “There
are geographical reasons, topographical
reasons as well as the excessive rains, cou-
pled with high tide,” Thakur was quoted
- assaying. :

*“I have been here for over twodecades. I
have seen several rains and floods that the
MMR experienced. Butnonelike this,” said
Gautam Chatterjee, thesecretaryof Praga-
i, a socio-cultural welfare association.

A visit to the Vasai Fort, which is under
the control of the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI), reveals how the foundaﬁqn
of the planned fort-city was laid and how it
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changed hands from the Gujarat Sultansto
the Portuguese to the Marathas and then
to the British, and how planning has gone
with each change. Post-Independence,
particularlyin the last three decades, there
hasbeenareal estate boomaswellasa pop-
ulation explosion. In fact, the Nalasopara
station accounts for maximum ticket sales
in Mumbai'ssuburban railway network.

‘Heavy development’

“Vasai is like ‘mini Goa’ but it has seen
heavy development over the years,” says
Kiran Bhoir, director of KMC Holidays
and Offshore, adding that the flora and
fauna canrarely be matched by any other
tehsil-town in India.

Vasai also is an industrial hub, one of
the largest in Maharashtra, spread over
Navghar, Gokhivare, Waliv, Sativali and
Gauraipada. “There are over 12,000 units,
mostly MSMEs. It directly and indirectly
employs three to four lakh people,” says
Gowalis Industrial Association vice presi-
dent Ashok Colaco.

The Vasai-Virar region will be seeing
more ‘development’, thanks to the Mum-
bai Metropolitan Region Development
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or Vasai-vVirar

Authority (MMRDA). This include the
ambitious 126-km long Virar-Alibaug

- Multi-Modal Corridor, which will connect

NH-8, Bhiwandi bypass, NH-3, NH-4 and
NH-4B, Mumbai-Pune Expressway, NH-17
and Jawaharlal Nehru Port. There are also
plansfora coastalroad fromMumbaitill Vi-
rar and Metro rail in Vasai-Virar. A growth
centre of 1,560 acres has been planned,
essentially onsaltpans andwetlands, which
is already facing stiff opposition.

The draft MMR Plan 2016-2036 promis-
es residential townships, a healthcare city,
education centre, sports complex, enter-
tainmenthubs and so on.

“This unplanned development needs to
be checked. Otherwise in times to come,
the 2018 rainsand delugewillmultiplyman-
ifold. Atthatstage, we willbeata point of no
return,”added Vartak, pointing outthat the
city’sinfrastructure needs tobe upgraded.

The Western Railway administration,
onits part, is taking up measures to ensure
thatthe tracks along Nalasopara donot get
flooded nextyear.

The rains and flooding of 2018 have al-
ready sounded alarm bells for Vasai-Virar!
DHNews Service
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