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£ IENGALURU: With a storage lev-

. el of just 12.68 tmcft at the
Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS)
 dam, the lowest in four dec-

'*ades, the Karnataka govern-
ment haS--dqcided to release
water onl

ter from August 31 to Sep- '

tember 10 would be stopped.

Based on the storage level, |

the decision on further re-
lease of water will be taken
 on September 10. The stor-

age capacity of KRS is 4945

tmeft.

Energy Minister D.K. Shiv-
akumar held an Irrigation
Consultative Meeting o
Monday and a review meet-
ing with Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Tuesday. He
+vold media persons on

Wednesday that farmers in

for only semi

d 'cane at their ‘own risk’ _

KRS water

+ Karnataka Minister tells farmers to cultivate paddy an

for standing

PRECARIOUSLY LOW:
dam has gone down

vl at the Krishnaraja Sagar

the lowest in 4 decades.

Tﬁe storage |

to 12.68 tmeft,

Water Resources, Agricul-
Energy and

the catchment areas had pre-
50 per cent of
sowing. Farm-
als had not

pared only
their fields for
ers of tail-end can
even started preparations.
Officials had been in-

form a district-
headed by a
Commissioner and
officials of the

venue,

pifficult situation’

«In this difficult situation,
rmment has ap-
mers not to take
and paddy

structed to
level squad,
Deputy
comprising

the - gove
pealed to far

~up sugarcane
oW : .

'crops this season,” the Mifl-
ister said. Water would be re-

leased only to the Malavalli
and Maddur taluks of the
Mandya district for drinking

‘water needs, he said. The Ir-

rigation Consultative Com-
mittee of the Hemavathi res-
ervoir had decided not to
release water for .Crops.

?  Asked about the release of
 watey to Talml Nadu,: Mr. -

ter said farm
up paddy and sugarcane
crops “at their own risk.” He
.dvised farmers to be “care-
ful about their lives and not -
blame the government for=;
their financial distress fol-
lowing crop failure.” Many
farmers committed suicide
in Mandya due to the failure
of crops last year. Q—*"'
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NGT seeks harvesting report

New Delhi:The National Green
Tribunal has directed the Delhi
government and other agenciesto
prepare a comprehensive report
on whether government build-
1ngs, bridges and tlyovers have in-
stalled rain water harvesting sys-
tems and if they arefunctional.

A bench headed by NGT chair-
person Justi¢ce Swatanter Kumar
asked the counsel appearing for
Delhigovernment, Delhi Develop-
ment Authority(DDA)and the
court commuissioner appointed in
thecase,to convene a meeting and
prepare a detailed report in this
regard.

“We direct the counsel appear-
ingfor NCT, Delhi, DDA, applicant
and the court commissioner to sit
downtogetheron August19, 2016...
to prepare a comprehensive re-

ITAPPING RAINWATER

port inrelation to the flyovers and
government buildings, whether

such buildings and flyovers are

having rain water harvesting sys-
tem or not and if they are func-
tional,” the bench, also compris-
ing Justice Raghuvendra S Rath-
ore, said.The matter was listed for
hearing on September 26.

The tribunal had earlier di-
rected the Centre and other public
authoritiestoensurethatrain wa-
ter harvesting systems are in-
stalled in every project, including
flyovers, bridges or any other con-
struction activity carried out by
the government.

It had asked the Centre, the
Delhi government and all con-
cerned public authorities to en-
sure that no project is approved
without a specific stipulation in
the tender documents that they
would have to construct adequate
capacity rain water harvesting
systems as partof their project. emi
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ase eradicated from the
w7 world in 1977 — could re-
tt_lrn as the frozen tundra of
Slber_ia melts and releases
the virus from the corpses of
pet_Jple who died in a major
epldemic about 120 years ago
experts have warned. |
The disease was once one
of the most feared in the
world. Up to 30% of people
who 'caught it would die, ac-
cordm_g to the World Health
O_rgamsation, after experien-
CIng symptoms including a

Spores of potentially fatal
a:hrax from dead peopleand
rexdeerthat had beenentom-
beinthe permafrostarealre-
ad thought to have infected
24 ptients currently in hospi-
tal1Salekhard near Russia’s
norh .¢oast. But health ex-
pers td@d the Siberian Times
thiswag a warning sign that
R11d be worse to come.
Bori§ Kershengolts, of the

Siberiag branch of the Aca-
demy @f Sciences, said:

“Back in¥ the 1890s, there oc-
curred a major epidemic of

¥ Tundra Exposes Corpse

.. &h fever and the characte-

: ﬁm- nti .
g mallpox — a deadly dise- . tic pus-filled spots.

images

Melting snow in Arctic Siberia

smallpox. There was a town
where up to 40% of the popu-
lation died.

“Naturally, the bodies we-
reburied under the upper lay-
er of permafrost soil, on the
bank of the Kolyma River.

“Now, a little more than
100 years later, Kolyma’s flo-
odwaters have started ero-
ding the banks.” The melting
of the permafrost has spee-
ded up this erosion process.

After anthrax spores have
been found Yamal peninsula
near Salekhard, experts from
the Novasibirsk-based Viro-
logy and Biotechnology Cent-
re have been testing for other
diseases. They found corpses
that bore sores that look like

S

wr

the marks left by smallpox.
While the experts — dres-
sed in protective clothing be-
cause of the risks — did not
find the virus itself, they did
detect fragments of its DNA.
The permafrost of the Ya-
kutia region usually melts to
between 30 to 60cm, but this
year it was more than ametre,
according to Mikhail Grigori-
ev, the deputy director of the
Permafrost Studies Institute.
“The rock and soil that
forms the Yamal Peninsula
contains much ice,” he said
told The Siberian Times.
“Thawing may loosen the

change could bring back smallpox

s Of Those Who Died In Epidemic 120 Years Ago

soifrather quickly, so the pro-
bability is high that old cattle
craves may come to the surfa-
ce. “Some graves dug in the
past may be just three meters
deep, covered by a very thin
layer of soil. The sporesofthe
disease (anthrax) are now on
the loose.” There are also fe-
ars that the Siberian perma-
frost could release vast amo-
unts of methane gas, which
hasamuch greater greenhou-
se effect thap carbon dioxide,
into the atmosphere, in a vi-
ciouscirclethat could drama-
tically ingrease therateofglo-
bal warming. THEINDEPENDENT
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Khartoum, 17 August

Summer flash floods and a
heavy monsoon have turned
the year intoa wet one in vast
swathes of Africa and Asia
— where deluge unleashed
extensivedamage tolue and
property. In drought aftect-
ed Africa, unusual heavy
rains and flooding this sum-
mer

killed more than a hun-
dred people and destroyed
thousands of homes in cen-
tral, eastern and western
Sudan, the United Nations
said on Wednesday;

In a report, it said the
rains and floods killed 110 peo-
ple between July and 15
August and have destroyed
over 14,000 homes and afiect-
ed over 161,000 people. It
says the worst affected states
are Kassala, Sennar, South
Kordufan, West Kordufan
and North Darfur. Floods
are common during therainy
season in Sudan, with the
largest caused when the
Nile, its tributaries orother
rives overtlow.

A tropical storm dumped
rain on Japan’s northeast
coast on Wednesday prompt-
ing cancellations of flights
and train services as officials
warned of possible land-
slides and flooding. Tropical
Storm Chanthu, packing
gusts up to 126 kilometres per
hour, was travelling along
Japan’s Pacific coast, bring-
ing heavy rains, strong winds
and high waves to the north-
eastern region, the Japan
Meteorological Agency
said. “Due tocontinued heavy
rain, risksof landslides are
mcreasing,”’ in the northeast,
the agency said in a state-
ment.,

Atleast 800 households in
Ibaraki prefecture, north-
east of Tokyo, experienced
power outages early Wednes-
day due to the storm damage,
Tokvyo Electric Power said.It
caused some cancellations ot
train services in the north-
ernregion, including bullet
trains.

Japan Airlines cancelled
14 domestic tlights to and

rom northernJapan, includ-
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(Top) A Sudanese man returns to his destroyed house and looks for his food stock and other belongings in the village
of Makli that was flooded after the river Gash burst its banks on Wednesday in the impoverished eastern state of
Kasala bordering Eritrea.(bottom right) Bangladeshi residents gather around the body of an elephant swept into the
country from India by floodwaters in Jamalpur. (Bottom left and right)A man navigates a boat of rescued goats past a
partially submerged car after flooding on Wednesday in Gonzales, Louisiana. = afp

ing regional hubs such as
Sendal. Its rival All Nippon
Airwayssaid services were
largely unaffected by the
storm. Japanese meteorol-
oglsts had warned yesterday
that the storm, categorised

City,on Monday when heavy
rain caused two rivers to
burst their banks, flooding
roads and sweeping away five
cars.Police said the passen-
gers of two vehicles managed
to escape.

est officials to save him.
‘Bangabahadur’, meaning
Hero of Bengal, died around
7 am at Koyra village In
northern JJamalpur district,
about 200 km from capital
Dhaka.

as a typhoon in Japan but not Seven passengers from “We had mobilised huge
by international weather another three vehiclesdied manpower,provided itdecent
authorities, coulddrawclose at the scene and their bod- food and treatment but could

to Tokyo during the today’s
morning rush hour, but the
storm turned north and
clear skies returned to the
capital.

Meanwhile seven people
were killed and a child
remained missing atter sev-
eral vehicles were swept
away by flash floods in
China’s northwest province
of Shaanxi.The floods inun-
dated Ansai County, Yan’an

ies were pulled from the
river, A five-year-old child was
still missing, they said.Five
cars have been removed from
the waterway, state-run Xin-
hua news agency reported.

A wild Indian elephant,
which had been trapped in
swamps after being swept
away more than 1,700 km into
Bangladesh by raging flood
waters, died despite valiant
efforts by villagers and for-

not save it,” a forest depart-
ment official familiar with
the efforts to rescue him
told PTI.

Bangabahadur weighed
four tonnes. A post-mortem
has been orderer, the BBC
reported. The elephant had
a heart attack - with stress,
dehydration and electrolyte
imbalance being factors, a
local newspaper quoted a
veterinary doctor as saying.
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Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
7 2 ( fgt)
The Tribune { Chandigarh )
The Hindu { Chennai )

Medical, flood

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aug 14: US-
headquartered NGO Junior
Chamber International togeth-
er with Marwari Mahila Sam-

melan and Marwari Yuva

Morcha of Dergaon recently
organised a free medical
checkup-cum-flood relief camp
at Gulung Camara ME School
at Bokakhat. The camp was in-

augurated by Lok Sabha MP-

from Koliabor Gaurav Gogoi.

A team of 15 doctors along
with nurses, pharmacists and
compounders took part in the
cCampwhere freemedicineswere
distributed among the patients, - (7.

' Tor
relief camps %

conducted ,- g

'k,‘ |

i

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

f&egearst ( gestr )

b

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )
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JENGALURU, DHNS: Contin-
jing its drivein Doddabom-
nasandra in Yelahanka
»one, the Bruhat Bengaluru

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) e )

on Tuesday razed a few Ty A0 . BT Baamae- - - N
more buildings to clear en- i SN 4 6 A, | T
croachments of stormwater O B R

drains.
People waiched helplessly as

E)
b

make way for the stormwater
drain, which had been en
croached upon for decades. It

.
Y L1y

BBMP woke up after areas
around Doddabommasandra

were flooded.
Meanwhile, Karnataka State

Human Rights Commission
Chairperson Meera Saksena W gt e TS
visited the area and spoke t0  FEEE HESE. kR Y B TN WIS eI

k]
I
i
'

| e,
N
notices Were Serv tothem ‘
.
R
gy fF. F
L | 3
'
-~
'
LE
= T ) :
i - L
5 - . . J-PEL I a1 -

-;-‘!"_{-1."\." ;E'h"-"*:?‘ PR 'F"I'-"" P H
.'_' Tagrh 1:, i L, - H - - i
o . . L -I.- . ’ i

_ . g - H N ]

"-'Ft'-l N T aiy .
. ° '|.|
'-ri‘-- L .
ok o Bimer T
4
" [~ . ’ . Lt ot
. . . .
& , L - Sl e I J AP TR . e T a o tia T STl ,
.. _._J. ..-},\_'_ s - : - . . . . ; oo ey I FERUNE _ R T E I .
4 R C A ! ' : e 1 - a3 T - S W R aene T gk -";:'.'. R ' -
- - ' U . -y LR - P, T T . . . i ;
- . H a, et ¥y . 4. e .o em, W :-l'h_._I.__. . - . . I
. s - T = 5 . A ! L I P SRR AL . =t - .- 1 R . .
. S e I. N " L P T "o w G e LI AT Ay R T R L I 8 -t LR M - [T
- 4 . LRIt R == ' g [ L] . . o
- . b . . Z L . . - ] x B . - F ] o
. - P el P . S A N L L T (P oA Lt 'ﬁ.t;ﬂ 1 N :.,"-,:-".IE'."" il et S a N A ! b
. L. .. . . .. . - T . " - L% . o ! -, - IR U I - - . N . - . — ] -
. e . o i Lo . . -l-_.;,1,_- R it il ] .4.' y R L i d.‘ : i L E_ T R Ly 2 - .
. . _ . A . ace. h = ! . Lt - A . o i
' . : RS - 1_“;. -:u':-' R T R Y o . o= w ® , .2 . . ) _4____._ .:1-,‘ . - -
. .- : R Wl It . g I 2R b . - R ' ) ol AT P T Lon™ i T -
. . - oy ] . : e Pk ULT el Edac T . ot e - b ke ry. i, o e s _ Cw . .
A Lo S R T~ O I . L ] - R i nal - . - :
L. - - . . L . o . - - . - L - e
- [ . ] .. ..'..i': ) = . Fl:*..i - E, : . ' ¥ . r . :..' .4 ‘_‘I."""-‘-
_a A N woo- o T IO R W [E T
- x~ ) T T ) . L IR - e .
- - i . . - R LT
s ¥ Yew -

fore the demolition of their T2
buildings. I enquired with the ENBEETTCH
of encroachment of the vt b
stormwater drain, no notices fimalees (g
are required. In the larger in- [STHE
rerest of society, people need |~

1ook at displacement of people

with compassion and empa-

The demolition drive by the
Palike continued on Siddaiah
Road also.
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NEW DELHI: The Art of Living

Foundation said the committee

appointed by the National Green

Tribunal was biased, unscien-

tific and lacked credibllity.
The foundation’s swipe came

“following the panel’s observation

that the culture fest destroyed
the ecologically fragiie Yamuna
floodplain. Over 300,000 people
attended the foundation’s World
Culture Festival held in March.

The panel, appointed to look
into the degradation of the
Yamuna floodplain after the
festival, said the banks were
“completely destroyed” and the
sround was devoid of water bod-
ies and vegetation.

At a press conference in

‘Bangalore on Wednesday, the

foundation said the report was -

biased and untrue.

“A perfunctory inspection was
carried out at the World Culture
Festival ground before the event.
After this they came up with a
random figure of X120 crore to be

‘paid as compensation,” a state-

ment by the foundation said.
“Later, the Art of Living dis-
covered a letter by the chair-
man of the expert committee
Mr Shashi Shekhar written to
the NGT admitting that this was
an “inadvertent mistake”. This
is clear proof of their premedi-
tated stand,” the statement said.
The letter, allegedly written
by Shekhar, was not produced.
The committee had submit-
ted its report to the tribunal
last week.
“The committee observes that
entire floodplain area used for
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the main event site i.e. between
DND flyover and the Barapulla
drain (on the right bank of river
Yamuna) has been completely
destroyed, not simply damaged,”
the committee’s report said.

“The ground is now totally
levelled, compacted and hard-
ened and is totally devoid of
water bodies or depressions and
almost completely devoid of any
vegetation,” the report said.

“The area where the grand
stage was erected (and the area
immediately behind it) is heav-
ily consolidated - most likely
with a different kind of exter-
nal material used to level the
eround and compress it. Huge
amount of earth and debris have
been dumped to construct the
ramps for access from the DND
flyover and from the two pontoon
bridges across the Barapulla
drain,” it said.
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dismantled after the Art of Living’s World
RAVI CHOUDHARY/HT FILE

The Art of Living Foundation
has alleged that the commitiee 1s
compromised as some members
have ‘close connections’ with the
petitioner.

“One of the expert commitiee
members has been canvassing
the petitioner’s case before the
media. This clearly shows his
bias. Another has close connec-
tions with the petitioner. He has
since done joint investigations
of another project with the
petitioner, undertaken projects
with him and travelled with him.
These facts were not disclosed to
1us earlier. The kind of evidence
submitted by this committee
amounts to nothing less than
a scientific fraud,” the Art of
Living statement said.

Earlier, the NGT had levied a

'35 crore-environmental compen-

sation on the foundation, which
the latter paid.
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ANAND MOHAN

mohananand1965:agmail.com
New Delhi. 17 August

An expert panel In its lat-
est report to the National
Green Tribunal has castl-
oated the organisers of
fhe massive World Cul-
rure festival held on the
vamuna floodplains six
months ago. The report
said the festival organised
by Sri Sril Ravishankar's
Art of Living Foundation
has caused "invisible 10Ss

li of biodiversity" that 'may

. never be abie to return.

- However. what is quite

. visible to the naked eve 18

 the loss of crops due to

- the flattening of the land

which has resulted In

. many farmers taking to

" hard labour to make 1t

| through the vear.

T
prise several hundred
families who migrated
from Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh way back In the
60's. claim that the event
has changed their land-
scape. "l came 10 the flood-
plains around 45 years
ago. The land was very
rich and we could live off
it by growing crops like
spinach, ladies finger.
coriander. etc. But when
the organisers (AOL)
came in and bulldozed our
crops and made them into
parking facilities, we
knew that evervihing
would change," said the
pradhan of the flood
nlain, Subedar.

Farmers said thev have
never seen such a loss of
vegetation and are vent-
ing their ire at the poor
planning of AOL organis-
ors. Subedar said. "These
people made an entrance
-nd several parking lots
around our land which
were unused. They must
have destroved at least
one and a half kilometers
worth of vegetation.’

Subedar and the hun-
dred families who live
there claimed that their
1ands are untillable as the
top soil has been flattened
out. Siya Ram 100Kks for-
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orn as he sits with
family around the land
which was made mto d
parking lot.

"Look what they did 10
my land. 1Tused to grow
mustard seeds. sninach
and cucumbel on my 25
bighas. They (AOL) came
in and took away 11
bighas of land and con-
verted it into a parkmng
lot, I was paid a mere Rs
4,000 compensation. We
put in a lot of work and
tried to revive the top 501,
we even bought seeds
which cost several thou-
sand rupees and tried
sowing it four times. and
yet there is nO CI'OP this
year around. It will take
1s another vear to 11X the
soil.” Sivaram sald.

Many others also com-
plained that thev are
unable to cultivate the
1and. "Thev made hridges.
fi1led the water bodles
with garbage and once
they left we had 10 bear
the brurt. Our roads have
heen destroved. they filled
our water with garbage
and this has resulted n a
record number of mosqui-
toes. ] have never seen SO
many mosguitoes inmy
life. If people start falling
i1l who will take responsi-
bility for it?. asked

Surender, a farmer.

Now farmers have
started fighting among
themselves as the struggle
for survival begins. After
the authorities cleared up
the mess, there were
reports of farmers fight-
ing as some of the less for-
t1inate ones tries to
expand their land as they
could not grow their crops
on their own lands. "Some
of them tried to expand
their crop land and
claimed it was theirs but
we sorted out the fights,”
claimed Mahesh, a
farmer.

The AoL authorities
had also promised to dis-
tribute the letftover food
and solar lights for the
farmers of the flood
plains but farmers said
they are yet 10 fulfill
those promises. "Yes
many families did get rice
and dal, they also got
sarees and solar Jamps
but thev did not plan 1t
properly. They just gave 1t
on a first come first serve
hasis.” said Subedar.

Now with no source of
income many farmers
have taken to hard labour.
Some of them work In fac-
tories around Noida while
others are considering
moving out and going
hack to their native vil-
lages.

“We have endured
God's wrath for many
vears. A month's worth of
work is washed away 1n
one storm and a years
savings go down the
drain, but destruction of
ihis scale is unimagin;
able. I just hope the 501l
comes back to life or else
we won't survive,” said
Omvati.
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Hindustan Tlmes ( DE"‘II ) The Assam Tribune { Guwahati ) The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
ATHTIA ZTRFR (i %#Y ) The Times of India ( Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
The Tribune Chandlgarh ) The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical ( Bhopal )
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