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State records
deficit rainfall

this monsoon
STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept 15: Till
September 12, the State re-
corded 20 per cent deficit rain-
fall during this monsoon sea-
son with an actual rainfall
amount of 1082.3mm, against
the normal of 1358.3mm.

According to the informa-
tion provided by the India
Meteorology Department
(IMD), during this period,

Arunachal recorded a deficit
rainfall of 31 per cent, while
Meghalaya recorded a deficit
rainfall of 38 per cent. Naga-
land recorded a deficit rainfall

(See page 12)

Fresh wave of flood in State;
1.4 lakh people affected

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Sept 15:
Nearly 1.4 lakh people in 337
villages under 12 revenue cir-
cles of the State’s six districts
are now affected by the new
wave of flood caused by the
rain-fed rivers of the State fol-
lowing intense rainfall activi-
ties in the northeastern region
during the past about one
week.

The Brahmaputra river is
flowing above danger level at
Neamatighat in Jorhat district,
while the Dhansiri (South) is
flowing above danger level at

Numaligarh in Golaghat dis-
trict. The Jia Bharali is flowing
above danger level at NT Road
Crossing in Sonitpur district,
while the Beki is flowing above
danger level at Road Bridge in
Barpeta district, said the offi-
cial flood bulletin of the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) here this
evening.

According to the ASDMA
flood bulletin, Dhemaji with
221 villages affected by flood
has emerged as the worst hit
district in this new wave of
flood.

Majuli district has 75 of its

villages reeling under flood.

In all, 585 flood-affected peo-
ple in Jonai subdivision of Dhe-
maji district are taking shelter
in three relief camps set up by
the local authorities, the bul-
letin stated.

The six districts which have
been affected by the current
wave of flood are Dhemayji, La-
khimpur, Biswanath, Barpeta,
Majuli and Dibrugarh.

Floodwaters have so far af-
fected a total crop area of
11,243.11 hectares of cropland
in the five districts of Dhema-
ji, Lakhimpur, Biswanath, Ma-
juli and Dibrugarh.

o —-'A‘za‘uf“

24 villages submerged in M uh

.Floodwaters from Brahmaputra and tributaries flowed mto the 1sland
followmg heavy ramfall in Arunachal Pradesh

CORRESPONDENT

four revenue villages were
gubmerged in Majuli after
water from the Brahmaputra
and its tributaries entered the
villages located along the riv-
erine areas outside the em-
bagk)nent.

~,A,dxstr1ct administration”
Wal told The Assam Trib-

une that water level in the riv- |
ers rose since September 13 |
following heavy rains in Aru- |

nachal Pradesh in the past few
days, and from yesterday af-
ternoon water started flowing
into the villages.

' The official said that flood-
waters severely affected five
villages, while in the rest 19
vxllages, the situation was

Vcomparatwely better with the

villages less inundated.

’ JORHAT Sept 15: Twenty- |

A ﬂbod—ajﬂbted;ared at 'Halmora. m Majidi, as seen on Saturday. — UB Photos

Over 6,000 people have
been hit by this wave of
floods. The district adminis-
tration has sounded an alert,
with Majuli Deputy Commis-

sioner Deba Prasad Misra,

who is the Chairman of the
District Disaster Manage-

‘ment Authority, keeping a

close watch on the situation.

The DC has said that the
administration was fully pre-

pared to meet any kind of sit-

uation arising out of the
floods, the official added.
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Monsoon not over yet, rain
expected over the weekend

HT Correspondent

« htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: If the present dry spell
hasgiven youanimpression that
monsoon is over, then you are
mistaken. The India Meteorologi-
cal Department has said mon-
soonisfarfromoverand Delhiis
likely to witness another wet
spell over the weekend.

“We are expecting another
spell of rain between October 21
and 25. A low pressure that has
developed overthe Bay of Bengal
islikely to move westwards and
reach northwest India during
that period. It is likely to trigger
some rain in Delhi and other
parts of NCR,” said BP Yadav,
deputy director of IMD.

Delhihadlastreceived rainon
October 9. The Safdarjung sta-
tion, considered tobearepresent-
ative of Delhi’s weather, regis-
tered 5.8 mmrain onthatday.

But since then, over the past
eight days, the city hasn’t

Monsoon withdrawal dates

Year Delhi Rajasthan

2017 October 10 September 27

2015 Septeml3er 28

2013 October 18 September 9
receivedasingledropbecauseof = Themaximum relative humidity
whichthemercurylevelisrising. was89%. The combinationofheat

Whilethemaximumtempera- andhumidityismakingmatters
turewasrecordedat3l.5degrees worse,” said the official.
Celsius on October9,ithasrisen “But once the rain hits Delhi,
to34 degreeson Monday. the mercury level is expected to

Meteorologistssaidtherising  dropagain,” saidan IMD official.
heat index is adding to the dis- Officials said therain expected
comfort level and making the tohitDelhioverthenextfewdays

weather muggy. Heat index or
‘humiture’ is a measure of how
hot it really feels when relative
humidity is factored in with the
actual air temperature.

“The maximum temperature
on Monday was recorded at 34.1
degrees Celsius, whichisnormal.

is a part of the monsoon, which
usually starts retreating from
Rajasthan by the third or last
week of September. It withdraws
from Delhi around thefirst week
of October. “Wehavenot spotted
any withdrawal symptoms ofthe
monsoonyet,” said Yadav.
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s Anna Salai, Arumbakkam, T.

Pleasant weather likely
to continue in city

Some areas may have rain, say officials

s

Respite from heat: Several areas in the city witnessed rains on Sunday. A scene from Anna

Nagar East in Chennai. =m.VvepHAN

several areas in the city like

corded 0.8 cm of rain, Mee-

nambakkam received 3 cm.

e

The rainfall occurred due to

STAFF REPORTER
.. CHENNAI o Nung;(lll:dbakkam £ convective activity, officials

After days of humid weather, Tees 08 cmo said. )

the city received thunder- rain, while Nungambakkam record-

showers on Sunday. Resi- Met-enambakkam ed a maximum temperature

dents can look forward to registered 3 cm of 37.3 degrees Celsius and a

enjoying the pleasant weath-  MET DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS minimum of 25 degrees Cel-

er on Monday too, as rain is “sius. In Meenambakkam, it

likely to continue. ! Nagar, Thoraipakkam, Roya-  was 36.3 degrees Celsius and
The sky will be cloudy pettah and Kodambakkam 24.3 degrees Celsius respec-

and some areas in the city received sharp spells of rain. tively.

may get rain or thunder- Many areas had heavy winds Some areas of Tamil Nadu

showers, officials in the Me- = and rain with thunder and and Puducherry may receive

teorological Centre said. lightning. . heavy rainfall. On Sunday,
On Sunday afternoon, While Nungambakkamre-  Tiruttani; Puducherry and

Vellore got the maximum
rainfall of 3 cm.
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Spot Power Prices

Hit Record High¢"
0f<14.08 perL nit

Sarlta.Slngh@tlmesgroup com

 New Delh.1 Spot electr1c1typn-
cesinthe country soaredtoare-
cord %14.08 per unit on Monday :

and are likely to remain high

' duetorisingdemand in the festi-

val season with statesstrivingto
supply 24x7 electricity even as
generationhasreduced. -

. Warmer weather with mon-
- soon weakening has also ad-

ded to power demand, which

' isexpectedtorisefurtherina
. few weeks as farmers start
- harvestingthekharif crop.

The market is squeezedfurt

" her because generation of
‘hydroelectricity and wind po-
wer hasfallen, whilemanyco-
. -al-based unitsarestruggling.

Hydropower generation

. dropped 19% since between

* September 1 and September
16, while wind energy genera-
tion dropped 33%.

‘At the same time, peak elec

tricity demand in the last 15

dayshasrisenby 7%.
On India Energy Exchange

' (IEX), there were total buy
‘ bidsfor298 million units(MU)

. against sell bids of 192 MU in

‘Monday’s trading. Spot mar-
- ket prices in the peak hours
rose t039.61 per unit while the
average washigh atz6.53.

- Duringpeak hour duration of

~about 3.5-4hours,the gapbetwe-
- en buy and sell bids widened to

“about 4,000 MW — with buy bids

~of 11,000MW against sell bids of
= - -~ T,000MW. .

- . Withseveral
_OnlEX,there  states trying
were total to  reduce
‘buybidsfor  blackouts, =
- 298million alstrlbutlon

- units(MU) ~  companies
againstsell  have been de-
bidsof192 ~ manding mo-
‘MUiIn  reelectricity.
Monday’s Officials said
trading “ there have be-
en frantic pur-

chase blds fromTelangana, Ta-
mil Nadu, West Bengal and Bi-
har, which have implemented
24x7 electricity supply starting

~thisyear.

~Also; a lot of ooalhased mer-
chantplantsareshutduetocash
crunch. The stressed plants are
not able to import or purchase

‘coalfrom spotmark.et;s. :
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Rams retreat to be , ela edf furth

SAN]EEB MUKHERJEE
NewDelh| ﬂSeptember

" new low pressure over

the Bay of Bengal and a

western disturbance are

ikelyto further delay thewith- &

irawal of the southwest mon-
soon this year and cause rain-

‘all over north India over the

veekend. The rains were sup- 3

>osed to
september 1.

retreat

The revised forecast szud- =

he monsoon withdrawal
vould start from September
0-12. Now, ’it;seems this will
ake longer. -

“The Wlthdrawal will not
tart - thisfeweek,” India
ieteorological Department
[MD) Director General K J
.amesh said.

The rains usually start

from L

Heavy ramfa]l is expected over northem India, mcluding in
New Delhi, during t.he weekend : o

Wxthdrawmg from early,
September from western
Rajasthan. The process is usu-
ally complete by end-October,
signaling the end of the four-
month season that starts in
June. For the past few years,

Wlthdrawal has een delayerl

ed they mlgh cause damage
to the standing kharifharvest, -
- pamc;u]a:ly CIOPS-SOWN late.

- places, including New Delhi. -

‘southwest monsoon has been
- 9 per cent below normal with
- rains deficient in 12 of the 36

Ahkelywestem dxsturbance

_over north India during the

“weekend might cause heavy to
very heavy showers in a few

“Heavy to very heavyrain is
likely over north India from 23
September... All states must be
warned for flooding,” Jatin

Singh, chief executive officer .-
- of private weather forecasting

agency Skymet, tweeted.
Till September 17, the

‘meteorological sub-divisions.

- These include west Rajasthan,
mgght aide plant- .

Saurashtra, Gujarat, north inte- -
rior Karnataka, Rayalseema,
Bihar, Jharkhand, and the
entire Northeast India. -

In many parts, the deficitis

largely on account of lowrain- -

(A)

EI'

fallin the first half ofthe mon-

_soon, but in others the condi-

tions are staring at a drought.
The data also showed that

- out of the 662 districts, the

monsoon was normal in 62 per
cent of them between June 1
and September 16. In the rest,
itwas deficient. g

- Encouraged by the late
withdrawal of monsoon, sow-
ing of kharif crops has also

‘picked up pace and crossed
‘lastyear’slevel —almost1per

cent more than the area sown
in 2017, :

Water levels in the 91 major
reservoirs across the country
were also at a comfortable 131

‘per. cent more than last year

and 114 per cent of its 10-year

-average. This should also

augur well for the rabi sow-
ing season.
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th : 'post demonensatxon penod. i
- t{‘fns point is strengthened by the

= (the ‘pre-demonetisation p
~share of households where two
_persons were employed was 34.8 D
‘cent. This dropped to 31.8 per cent in
o riod after demanensatlon So,in
_ the case of three per cent of the house-
holds, the number of working persons
declined from more than one to just
“one. In a modern day and age, why
should the number of working persons
of a household decline? Obviously,
women moved out to make way for
men in adifficult situation.
bly, women moved out |
force because of the difficult
abour markets after demonetisation;
possibly because households have
come more conservativeinresponse

TSR T

D
illion. - s o, abour p: : participation rates is a reflection of
msmnotanewﬁndmg ‘ ; : participa- ~ women suffering. ‘quietly. Women do

: sentedthesexesqu:sﬁrstmDecember notindulge in violence or arson — that
*{ 2017 The paper can be accessed at nons And," spIte of a]owlabourpar— is amale preserve. But, since men did
https://unemploymentinindia.cmie.co ipation - €, WO ‘_face a higher  notsufferlike women did, they did not

mﬂmnnnon/bm/sr php?kall—wtab ; find it necessary to indulge in jobs-
nav&tab=4090 . related violence. That is the answer to

What was new in the presentat;on Prabhat Kumar’s question of why the
was the break-up of the impact of . lack of jobs isnot translating into any
| demonetisation on male and female = ‘overt social strife. But, I hope we are
£ members There,are two u'nportant not waiting for that tohappen.
2ise ﬁndmgshere : £ ~ TheslideshowIpresentedattheIC
| Firstmen dldnotdlsplaymuchfall = _ Centre for Governance last week is-
in “their overall labour participation - available on the website. I welcome
after demonetisation. There was a v you to download this and take alook -
small fall in labour participation of le. Hot 0K ) ~ at a measure of a different crime
‘young and old men, butthiswasoffset - rati 1al d ne ag:

" ;:Iheéuihorisiﬁanagmgdzreaorand o
+ CEO, CentreforMannonngIndmn
EconomyPLtd

amongmlddle-agedmen X s
Second, and this 1s 1mportam
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PTCtorollout
'secondroundof

power purchase

¥ JYOTI MUKUL&SHREYA.IAI 3( (\ ﬁn the open market and any

£ New Delhi, 17 September

i At a time when demand con-
i cerns have dogged the power

i sector Power Trading Corpo— :
& ration (PTC)is playing therole -
“gement would be different

- of an aggregator and has suc-
- cessfully completed bidding for
1900 Mw of short-term power
- contracts. Simultaneously, itis
looking for a second tranche of

¢ powerprocurementandispla-
. nningtogo the whole hoginto

& trading tbmugh power excha-
nge in ne-up wth ICICI and
£ BSE.

5 TN Telangana Haryana,
Punjab Jharkhand and Bihar

are likelytosign the powersales

agreement (PSA) for the first
. tranche 0f 1,900 Mw, forwhich
- PTC has aggregated bids.

i “Through the use of schedul-
rof plants under insolvency

g; ing, wewill able to cater to the
i demand-of the state without
# the power plant suffering.
i Within a month, the final PSA
! should be signed” PTC Chai-
nnanandMDDeepakArmtabh
. said in an interview with

i Business Standard. The pact
© would be forthreeyearswitha -

__composite charge and just 1

- paise fixed charge in the tariff.

¢ At55percent plantload factor
(PLF) states would be buying
* power at ¥4.24 a kilowatt an

5 - hour (unit), said Amitabh.

+ - Further, every 5 per-cent
“increase in PLF would geta 1
percentdxsocuntmtanff under

‘the agreement. In case PLF

i goes below 55 per cent, the dif-

“ferential power would be sold -

under-recovery would be char-
ged to the distribution compa-
ny. If power is sold at a premi-

- um, theprofitwould be divided

equally between discom and
the generating firm. The arran-

fromthe normal power purcha-
se pact under which a discom
paysfixed charge evenifitdoes
not draw the contracted power.

_ Power under this mecha-
nism wotld be mostly from
stressed power assets belong-
ing to RKM PowerGen,

* Jaiprakash Associates, TL&FS

and MB Power. With the fate of
these assets hanging and there
being high chances of them

: landmgmmsolvencymbunal

there is a guestion mark on

- signing of contracts. =

- Amitabh, however, saldsale

should not be anissue. “Idon’t

‘see any difficulty in signing. If

an exemption is required, we

‘will ask the government,” he

said. Accordingto him, the fact

‘was that no financial closure

for coal-based ‘power plant has

_taken place in the last three-
_four years though ¢oal contin-

ued to be important as base
load.“Over a period of time, as
newzefineries and otherindus-
try come up, demand will
grow.” For the volume of sec-
‘ond tranche, he said 2,000-

3,000 Mw is the sweet spot

where there is - always a
demand

More on business-standard.com
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India can, and must, tackl
the problem of hot cities

South Asia has a unique opportumty to show the rest of \
the world the way to providing cooling access for all

heintense heatwave that hasstruck

South Asiainthelastfewmonthshas

- proved to be particularly challeng-

ing for those living in cities. While

global temperatures arerising, urban tem-
peraturesare climbing ateven faster rates.
Theproblemisonlylikely toget worseas
South Asian cities growmore crowded, while
heat waves are expected to become more
extreme, last longer and happen more fre-
quently. One study predicts that cities can

expect the average high temperature to

increase by 3 to 5 degrees Celsius and their
lowest temperatures to increase hy 3to 7
degrees Celsius by 2050. Extreme heat,
already the deadliestnatural disasterinan
‘average year, will become even deadlier.

Addressingurbanheatismuchmorethan

“avoiding a negative”. It is an investment

that would boost urban economies around
*theworld—from Phoenixand New York City

‘toNew Delhi, Karachiand Dhaka. A growing
body ofresearch findsthat the broad benefits

- ofcooling down cities —such as improved
-energy efficiency, worker productivity, air
. quality, healthandequity—arepotentially

worthbillionsofdollarstoasinglecity. This

representsaneconomicbenefitfor vulnera-
blelow-income urban populations.

i OneexampletoemulatelsAhnena,Spam
which hasauniquetradition of whitewash-
ingits greenhouses. Remarkably, based ona
20-year study comparing weather station
data, researchersfound that Almeria cooled
downby 0.4°C compared toa0.3°Criseintem-
peratures in surrounding regions lacking

~ whitewashed greenhouses. An alternative

strategyisthe introduction of “greenroofs,”
which involves theplanting of vegetation on
roofs, which also reduces urban tempera-
tures. Fortunately, some South Asian cities,
including Ahmedabad and Dhaka, arerecog-
nisingtheimportance of cool and greenroofs
tocombathigh urban temperaturesandare

~ implementing programmes to encourage

theiruse.
Adoptingthese strateg1e51s1mportantm

_another way. The growing middle classin

‘South Asia is likely to buy more air condi-
‘tioners to beat the heat. But many devices

- will be low-cost and inefficient models that

~will only consume more energy powered by
the fossil fuels that contribute to global

- warming. We face the prospect of a vicious

~cycle where a warming planet creates the
- need for more cooling that could result in
more damaging emissions.

South Asia already has at hand smlple

' Néﬁordable andefficient solutionsat thelocal

level to deal with the problems of rising

~ urban heat. Thisprovides a unique opportu-

nity for the region to show the rest of the

worldtheway toproviding coolmg access for
all

- Kurt Shickman is executrveﬁxrectoruf the Glubal Cool

Cities Alliance, Washington, DC

The views expressed are personal
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anumantha Bhaggl {
‘has beegﬁghtmg ag
lentlessly foryears, sawthe -

o bloodyface fthemaﬁajustfomm n

A known activist in the district, Hani :
mantha was soon 1dent1ﬁed and th

the perpetrators

snatched hismobile phone and money.
“Isomehow survived theattack. A few
in the mob got to know that Thave been

- Thereare reasons why
Hanuma.nthaxstargeted

. in and around Raichur

district. He has filed a publicinterest
gation before the Karnataka High Court
andthe courthasdirected the officials to

activelypetitioning varit

- againstillegal sandmining. ‘I‘heythreat—

-ened mewith dire conseq; encesa.ndlet
me go.1hadto runfrom pi
register an FIR. Insteq

' submitad
mininginthedistrict. Therelentless fight =

iled reporton illegal sand

igainst illegal sand mmmghas earned
- himthetitleofa* rowdy-sheet

anumantha’s experien

‘Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

R
Excavators extracting
sand from River
Hemavathinear
Sakale,hpur FILE PHDYD

1 vuany’government‘ agency is one of the

mainreasons whyillegal mining of river
d continues unabated in the state.

‘six personis into ‘The sand mafia in the state is largely

mKandlur village in

Udupi district, but

were attacked by the
: dmaﬁa. Thept

forthe attack on the officials.
Karnatakaisoneof the leading states,
after Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh, to witness the
devastatmg effects of rampant sand

o4l sand minin,
oom has resulted ina sharp in-

~ crease of this illegal trade,” an official

told DH. According to the Union Min-
istry of Environment, Forest and Cli-
_mate Change gmdelmes sandisaminor

mining. Between 2015 and 2018, the ;

statehasofficiallyreg

 not a
ated one in the state. Revenue offi-

such as tahsildars, assistant com-
LR R, KL
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i rrRoM PLATE TOPLOUGH
* BY ASHOK GULAT! :

SIRA] HUSSAIN

' THE SUGAR SECTOR is heading for a major -

«crisis of plenty. India will begmthesugarsea

* son (October to September) with a sugar
stock of about 10 million metric tonnes
{(MMT). The industry's production estimat

for2018-19is35.5 MMT, up from 323 MMT |

in 2017-18, against an annual consumption -
sof about 26 MMT. Contrast thiswiththepro-

- ductionof just203 MMTin2016-17 andone |
ican imagine the enormity of over- ﬂowmg =2

stocks But the real problem is of rising ar-
“irears to cane farmers, which stood at Rs

421,675 crore on April 15, up fromRs 8,784

crore ayear earlier (see graph). And itwon't
* beasurpriseif these arrears spike further by
- 50 to 100 per cent by April 2019, if no bold
~icorrective actionis taken quickly by the gov-

ernment. More than half of these canear- 4

rears will be in Uttar Pradesh. And this may
‘hitthe Narendra Modi government hard, po-
litically, as it heads for parliamentary elec-
‘tions, presumably in March-April, 2019..

i Before we think of possible solutions, we
‘must get the diagnosis right. The root cause
of the mounting cane arrearsis thatin 2016-
17, domesticsugar production was aslow.as
- 20.3 MMT, necessitating imports, and do-

'mestic sugar prices (ex-mill) cro”s'sed*Rs‘ |

36/kg (see graph). Global sugar prices were
¢ also high (S490/tonne in October 2016), This
Jled to an expansion of the area under the
“icrop, and with a good monsoon, improved
yyield and recoveryratio, lead to dramaticin-
crease insugar production from 203 MMTin
- 2016-17 to 32.3 MMT in 2017-18, a historic
mu"easeofSQpercent.Thxsprodumonboost
~substituted imports and replenished stocks,
‘but it became a problem when the world
prices of sugar dropped by almost 50 per
cent to $244/tonne by August 2018 (see
-graph), making Indian sugar non-competi-
“tive in global markets.
What are the policy options when the
sugar sector is jolted by such volatility? The

first optionis trade policy. InJune 2016, India
hadunposedanexportdmyofzopercentto %

discourage exports as domestic production
‘was low and sugar prices high. In 2017-18,
‘when production jumped, export duty was
removed, though belatedly, in March 2018,
and import duty raised from 50 to 100 per
centin February 2018. Although the import
duty of 100 per cent seems very high, yetthe
direction of trade policy is broadlyright. - -

of sugar. But at prevailingworld prices, this
is not feasible. Unless the rupee falls further

.- and global prices improve, the exportsitua-

tion may remain grim. Exporting sugar

through heavy subsidisation hasitslimits, as
exporting countries like Brazil, Thailand, and

Australia may drag India to the WTO,

- The third policy optionis to create alarger

buffer stock (of say.5 MMT). This may hel,

Indiastabilise prices in lean years. Butit will

‘cost quite a bit and, given the surplus sup
plies and low domestic prices, the sugar in
+dustry cannot bear this burden without the
\government underwriting a part of the

‘

ethanol. The government has already taken

abold step by.allowing ethanol from sugar--
.canejuice orB-molasses and deserves com-

pliments for this decision. It will help the in-

ustry diversify-and reduce risk. Just to cite
anexample,in2017-18, Brazil putalmost 60
-per.centof its cane to produce ethanol as

- global sugar prices were depressed. The

-Government of India (Gol) has also an-
‘nounced softloans to the sugar industry for
“capacity expansion to produce ethanol. This
-isaproventechnology and much betterthan
~theidea of producing ethanol from agri-

- “waste, an idea that some oil companies are
- toying with, with capital investments of Rs

-8,000-10,000 crore. However, one critical

- pointinethanol businessisits pricing. Since

sethanol is a substitute for petrol from im-

- ported crude, its pricing should be linked to
- theimport parity price of petrol (IMPP). Ata
The second optionisexporting 5-7 MMT

-crude price of about $75-80/barrel, IMPP

“works to around Rs 47/litre, after account-

-ing for its refining and other costs. But the

~“sugar industry is asking for ethanol price of
“Rs '52/litre’ based on its cost of production,

where pricing of cane remains a key factor.
'I'hatbnngs us tothe core of this problem
— the pricing of sugarcane. The Gol an-

“nounces Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP),-
-+ butthe UP government tops it with the State
‘Advised Price (SAP). In UP, the SAPwasabout
9 per cent higher than whatits adjusted FRP -
would have been during 2010-11 t0 2017-18.
~Nowonder, sugarcane remams one of the
.mostproﬁtable crops i 2

For the 201819 seasoﬁ, while

Aito be g1ven to farmers ascane

the Gol is trying to ensure
50 per cent margin over cost
A2+FL for kharif crops, in
case of sugarcane this is
already 87 percent atall
India level and 97 per centin
UP. The problem is that the
SAPis quite divorced from -
prevailing sugar prices, —
Ideally, cane pnce shouldbe
a contract price between cane

farmers and sugar mills, with
~ thegovernmentactingasa

referee. The Rangaralan S
Committee on the pricingof

-sugarcane had recommended |

75 per cent of the sugar price

ngtoensuresoperbentmaxgmuvércost :

~A2+FL for Kharif Crops ,in case of ‘sugarcane

he government acting as a referee. The

‘ ‘Rangarajan Committee on the pricing of sug-

arcane had recommended 75 per cent of the
sugar price to be given to farmers as cane

- price.Kamnatakaand Maharashtra bad agreed

‘to this formula but UP did not. Anything
“above this 75 per cent threshold speaks of a

_political component to cane pricing.

1f the UPgovtwants togive a higherprice -

for sugarcane than 75 per centof sugar price,
the best way would be to give itas bonus di-
tectly to farmers, as Chhattisgarh and
‘Madhya Pradesh did forpaddy{Rs 300/quin-
‘tal)and wheat (Rs 265/quintal), respectively
‘thisyear. A similar principle should apply to
-sugarcane. Else, if we force the sugar indus-

“try to pay irrationally high prices of cane, it
“willbe pushed towards sickness, largeNPAs

and an even bigger mess.
‘Canthe Narendra Modi gvvemment con-

“vertthis crisisinto anopportunity to reform

sugar policies?fit does, it will be good eco-

* nomics and good politics, ensuring sizeable

tes from UPin the parllamentaryelemons

Agnculture( Gol)and curreritly Visiting
§ vSenYorFelIaw athRIER

¥

¥ \GulatuslnfosysChmrH-ofessorfor ‘”
X AgnculmmandHussamts former Secretary,
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 Many Odisha schoolchildren
hit by fluoride contamination

S

Water sources in54 schools and anganwadls show thh ﬂuonde presence |

: SATYASUNDAR BARIK i3

}  BHUBANESWAR - = e
The spectre of ﬂuorlde contamma—
tion has come to haunt schoolchil-
dren in Odisha’s Nuapada district

with potable water sources in as

: 1many as 54 schools and anganwadi

i premises testing for fluoride pre-
. sence beyond permissible limits.

Prolonged consumption of fluo

- ride-contaminated water leads to
. ‘dental and skeletal fluorosis. Com- -

monly, mottled teeth and crippled

. backbone and limbs are manifesta-
tion of the dlsease .

Health hazard S
Consumption of waier havmg fluo-

- fluorosis. =SPECIALARRANGEMENT

' ride content above 1.5 mg per litre is -

¢ considered dangerous to health.: -

- litre fluoride content in water -
_sourced from a tube well in the

. An alarming level of fluoride pre-

sence has been found in Bharua-
;munda High School in Sinapali

“Prolonged consomption of fluoride-

contaminated water leads to dental

- Drinking Water Programme under
the Union Drinking Water and Sani-. .
. sessment of all students consuming
fluoride-laced water and try to find

tation Ministry found 5.25 mg per,

school. Water of another tube well
dug recently on the school premis-

block of Nuapada. Laboratory tests™ “es has not been tésted.

certified by the National Rural
R ides SRS A

&

As many as 232 students, includ-

. o e+ o

ing 65 hostel boarders, rof the
school have little option for safe

‘drinking water as water samples
“from 15 sources in Bharuamunda

village sent for laboratory tests con-
firmed fluoride contammanon in

. 2018-19.

“Itis very unportant to make im-

‘mediate alternative arrangement
. for safe drinking water for students.

Adverse impact of fluoride contam-
ination is very high on children.
Bones in children are in formation
stage while fluoride tends to dam-

. age bones,” said Bimal Pandia, an
| expert on water.

* Mr. Pandia said the State | govern
ment should make fresh health as-

out if they have developed dental
fluorosis. “Once their backbone
and limbs are affected subsequent
to dental fluorosis, it will be difficult
to cure the disease,” he pointed out.
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VIonsoon not over yet, rain

expected over the weekend

HTCorrespondent \\6‘&

« htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI:If the present dry spell
hasgivenyouanimpressionthat
monsoon is over, then you are
mistaken. The India Meteorologi-
‘cal Department has said mon-
soonisfarfromoverand Delhiis
likely to witness another wet
spell overthe weekend.

“We are expecting another
spell of rain between October 21
and 25. A low pressure that has
developed over the Bay of Bengal
is likely to move westwards and
reach northwest India during
that period. It islikely to trigger
some rain in Delhi and other
parts of NCR,” said BP Yadav,
deputy director of IMD.

Delhihadlastreceivedrainon
‘October 9. The Safdarjung sta-
tion, consideredtobearepresent-
ative of Delhi’s weather, regis-
tered5.8mmrainonthatday.
 But since then, over the past
eight days, the city hasn’t

¥ -7 Monsoon withdrawal dates

& Year Delhi *‘Rajasthan

0

received asingledropbecause of
which themercurylevelisrising.

While the maximum tempera-
turewasrecordedat31.5degrees
Celsiuson October9,ithasrisen
to34 degrees on Monday.

Meteorologistssaidtherising
heat index is adding to the dis-
comfort level and making the
weather muggy. Heat index or
‘humiture’ is a measure of how
hot it really feels when relative
humidity is factored in with the
actual air temperature.

“The maximum temperature
on Monday wasrecorded at 34.1

degrees Celsius, whichisnormal. -

o :Sgptembe‘r'27

September28
- September23
Septemberg -

Themaximum relative humidity
was89%. The combination ofheat
and humidity ismakingmatters
worse,” said the official.

“But once the rain hits Delhi,
the mercury level is expected to
dropagain,”saidanIMD official.

Officials said therain expected
tohitDelhioverthe nextfewdays
is a part of the monsoon, which
usually starts retreating from
Rajasthan by the third or last
week of September. It withdraws
from Delhiaround thefirstweek
‘of October. “Wehavenot spotted
anywithdrawal symptomsofthe
monsoonyet,”said Yadav.

§
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‘Weakening monsoon ™
may be due to El Nino

ANJALI MARAR
ot

THE ONSET of El Nino, with some -

warming trends observed over -

the Pacific Ocean since July and
August, may be responsible for

weakening the Indian monsoon

in the latter half of the season.
The country-wide rainfall for

' | August was 94 per cent of the
/| Long Period Average (LPA).

- Meteorologists at India .’

Meteorological Department

(IMD) have suggested a strong of

s possibility of El Nino develop-

ing soon after the monsoon.
~EINinoisan abnormal warm-

ing of the Pacific Ocean, noted for

afew months, and known toin-
fluence weather around the
world. El Nino has a direct influ-

ence onthe Indianmonsoon,and -
‘| rainfall recorded during El Nino

years has remained below nor-
mal. In recent times, the strong-
est E1Nino was experienced dur-
ing 2014 and 2015.

- D S Pai, head, climate predlc- %
| tion at climate research division

atIMD, said, “Some warming of -
the oceans (Pacific) has begun.
Many weather systems, that
would have brought rain over
India during August and early
September, were instead pulled
over these eastern Pacific ocean

: regions, off China coast. Heavy
.precipitation was recorded over

oceans during the recent weeks.”
- According to the EI Nino up-

. Though

-date isstied by the World Meteor-
- ological Organisation (WMO)

dated September 10, thereisa 70
per centchance of development

~of aweak El Nino by November.

““A majority of weather mod-

els forecast that sea surface tem-

peratures will rise anywhere be-
tween 0.6 to 1.2 degrees during
November 2018 - January 2019.

. Aneventofstrong El Nino appears

unlikely,” read the statement.

Sea « Surface
Temperatures since April have
remained in their neutral condi-

 tion, other influential weather
- paramaters have begun to show

variations, WMO stated. “During
the last few weeks, low-level
winds in the west tropical Pacific
Ocean have remained anom-

-alously westwards, indicating a
- possible onset of EINino,” it said.

- WMO has ruled out the de-
velopmentofiaNina, the atmos-
pherically opposite phenome-
non to EINinG, over the Northern
Hemisphere in winter.

The monsoon, which is inits
final leg this year, has some last
rainfall spells in store for central

“India. This, with the formation of
-a fresh cyclonic circulation from

theBay of Bengal, islikely to con-

‘centrate into a depression by.

Tuesday. “This systemis likely to
move westwards over to central
Indai, resultingin increased rain-

 fallover Odisha, Andhra Pradesh,
~ Madhya Pradesh during mid-
- week,” the IMD forecast of

Monday stated

e
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NITI Aayog for clear policy on jhum’ cultivation

Proposes that land for shlftlng cultlvatlon be recogmsed as agricultural land under agro-forestry

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

A recent NITI Aayog publica-
tion on shifting cultivation
s which is particularly prac-
tised in the northeastern
States, has recommended
that the Ministry of Agricul-
ture should take up a “mis-
sion on shifting cultivation”
to ensure inter-ministerial
convergence between
ministries.

“Central as well as State
government departments of
forests  and environment,
agriculture and allied de-
partments often have diver-
gent approaches towards
shifting cultivation. This
creates confusion among

At the grass roots lea women harvestmg paddy in a‘jhum

field in Karbi Anglong district of Assam. sfiLe pHOTO

grass-roots level workers and
jhum farmer,” said the report
titled, “Mission on Shifting

Cultivation: =~ Towards a
Transformational Ap-
proach”. The document that

calls for policy coherence,
said land for shifting cultiva-
tion should be recognised as
“agricultural land” where
farmers practise agro-fores-
try for the production of
food rather than as
forestland.

Falling area
Locally referred to as jhum
cultivation, this practice is
considered as an important
mainstay of food production
for a considerable popula-
tion in northeast India in
States like Arunachal Pra-
desh, Nagaland, Mizoram,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Ma-
nipur.

The publication notes that

between 2000.and 2010, the
land under shifting cultiva-
tion dropped by 70 %.

The publication also ad-
dresses the issue of food and
nutritional security of com-
munities involved in jhum
cultivation during transition
and transformation by broa-
dening the public distribu-
tion system (PDS) to ensure
widespread access to cereals
and other basic food items.

The publication also sug-
gested that shifting cultiva-
tion fallows must be legally
perceived and categorised as
‘regenerating fallows’ and
that credit facilities be ex-
tended to those who practise
shifting cultivation.
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%<odagu ﬂoo S
gl@bal dlsaster

éENGALURU The Codava Na-
itional Council on Saturday
mirged the government to de-
{clare the damage caused by
landslidesin Kodagu an mter—

jonal disaster.
U Nachappa, t"h
dent of the council, also asked
the govemmentto rehabilitate
n:he affected in their places of
origin. DescnbmgtheHara.ngl
reservoirasathreattothelive-
 lihood of Kodavas, he said the
| shoddy ‘work on the structure
pzhreatensMysum as well. “It
{is because of the backwaters
aof this reservoir that floods
tand landslides took place,”

?bihtatlon adding that funds

‘Rs 30 000 crore for the reha- |,

ishould be sought from the |

;Umted Natmns for the rehef
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Saving rivers

As a first step, the capacity of treatment plants
: along all rivers must be urgently expanded _
i The finding of the Central Pollution Control Board e

rer Y

that the number of critically polluted segments of

: India’s rivers has risen to 351 from 302 two years

gb ago is a strong indictment of the departments responsi-

XY ble for environmental protection. The data show that

% the plethora of laws enacted to regulate waste manage-

¥ ment and protect water quality are simply not working.

The study also underscores the failure of many national

programmes run by the Centre for river conservation,

_preservation of wetlands, and water quality monitor-

ing. Tests of Ganga water indicate it has fared better in

- Uttar Pradesh; but then, the clean-up plan for the river

has received dedicated Central funding of 3,696 crore

over three and a half years, compared to ¥351 crore gi-

ven to 14 States to conserve 32 rivers. The failed efforts

to control pollution are all too evident in Maharashtra,

Gujarat and Assam, which account for a third of the de-

graded river segments. Their problems are worsened

“by the poor infrastructure available in a large number

¢ of cities and towns located near rivers. It is notable that

i+ these results come from a CPCB audit that was carried

. out at the instance of the National Green Tribunal.

“Ideally, the Board should be reporting more frequently

on pollution, and carrying out intensive measures

. : through State Pollution Control Boards to eliminate pol-

‘3 : lutants, starting with sewage and industrial effluents.

: - Managing sewage requires steady funding.of treat- .

:  ment plants for all urban agglomerations that discharge

3 their waste into rivers, and also reliable power supply.
:  The deficit between sewerage available and the volume
3 :  generated along the polluted stretches was estimated

by the CPCB last year at 13,196 million litres a day. Rapid

. urbanisation is widening the gap, since infrastructure

planning is not keeping pace with growth in housing.

! Moreover, with low priority accorded to enforcement

3 : oflaws by the SPCBs and Pollution Control Committees

¢ . —something that is unlikely to change quickly —the im-

© mediate plan should be to expand the supply of treat-

¢ ment plants. Sustained civil society pressure on govern-

_-ments is vital to ensure that this is done in a time-bound

manner. On the industrial side, the plan to bring all li-

quid effluent discharge from textile units and tanneries

; to zero has to be pursued vigorously, giving industries

4 [ . : the assistance to help them choose the best technolo-

Geveang L 1S . gies for the recovery of waste water for reuse. These

measures are urgently needed to revive India’s many . :
dying rivers, protectits agriculture, and prevent serious
harm to public health from contaminated water. A 2013
‘World Bank study estimated that environmental degra-
‘dation is ‘costing India at least $80 billion a year, of
- which losses to Tivers form a significant part. This is in-

deed a problem of catasn'ophlc dimensions.

= CM
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Canalirrigation system in tatters, overhaul overdue

AL \i)

Parts of Malwa affected by waterloggmg while others are parched watertable depletmg at an alarmmg rate

Tnmumz Naws SmMcxa

BATHINDA, SEPTEMBER 17

Wlth the canal-based irriga-

!mn system in a bad shape
pndﬂxewatertabledepleﬁng
at an alarming pace, the
farmers are at the receiving

brick-lining of

has left 1 vlllages of Farid

kot  waterlogged. = The
Division of the Agriculture
Department has found that
11 villages, situated near
the banks of the RF and SF
canals in Faridkot district,
are reeling under waterlog-
ging and salinisation prob-
lems due+to excessive seep-
age of water from the

damaged side and bed lin-

ing of these canals..

Seepage woes

Sources in the Agriculture
Department revealed that
after the construction of
these two parallel twin
canals in 1960s, = the
groundwater table had
risen from 140 ft in 1960 to
the present level of about 3
ft due to continuous seep-
age of water from the deep
cracks and damaged side
lining of both canals.

‘ Besides causing an exten-
sive loss' of water, these
cracks and damaged side

i Continuous seepage of
water from the dgmaged,
the

Hydrological Investigation -

_INFIGURES

LENGTH OF RAJASTHAN
FEEDER CANAL

i“") Km

SIRHIND FEEDER

Seepage from damaged brick lining of the Sirhind Feeder leaves many Fa

Repairs awaited

; Southern,

Roranwali,

lining is seriously affecting worsened the situation.

crop production in an area  Seven years ago, the state  kari and discussed with'him  Hauzkhas, Chackpakhi and In Ebmzepgl'. the main So
of 3.5 lakh acres in Punjab  government had mooted a  the relining of the Rajasthan  Khuranj, offer water to problem is m-the Ladhuka ;
due to waterlogging. Dueto  proposal of relining of 97 andthmdfeedermha]s Fazilka subdivision vil-

high loss of water in seep-
age, the farmers at the mﬂ

km of the RF and 100 km of
the SF canals and it was

lages, and most of them fall

repausandc]eanhness ofthe

; canal system had not been

Tail-end misery at the tail-end of these

end of these canals are the approved by the ‘Central ~ Fazilka is perhaps the only ~ canals. Canal Department done for the last five years.

ultimate sufferers, as they government to be complet-  subdivision  where non-  sources said 1,050 cusecs of TIn Abohar, there has hardly
get little or no water. Asper  ed in four years. However, perennial canal  system water was required to irri- A been anyimprovement in the
the estimates of the Direc- the project could not take exists for irrigating the gate the-fields these days, qua’oe water is not reaching  canal water-based irrigation
torate of Trrigation and Pow-  off so far. The RF and SF  crops. Farmers have been but only about 500 cusecs the tail-end and same is the  system. Various instances of
er Research Institute, Pun-  are two parallel channels bearing the brunt of canal wasreleasedinthesecanals casewith Ladhukawherethe  breach inthe sub-canals were
jab, 'there is seepage of starting upstream of the watercruncheversincethe and that, foo, on rotation villages situated at tail-end, reported due to discharge of
about 1,800 cusecs of water ~ Harike Headworks. commencement of the sow-  basis. The subsoil brackish  including Chakk Khiva,Lad- excess water from water-
from the RF and SF canals Earlier this month, C‘hJef ing season. Official sources  water is unfit for irrigation ~ huka, Behak Haste, Lakho ~ logged villages of the Lambi
due to damaged side and ini said seven distributaries, = purposes.The theft of water =~ Ke Uthar, Lakho Ke Hithar segment. 'No efforts were
bed lining of the canals. namely Fazilka, Jandwala, by affluent farmers had Behak  Vattu are facing = made to repair the breached

ou S daind

walls, which were plugged
using sand bags and that, too,
with tbe help of aﬁ‘ected
farmers. In the last couple of
months, many farmers, most
of them in tail-end villages,
had to block traffic on high-
ways when their crops were
deprived of sufficient water
reportedly due to rotation sys-
tem that was enforced mtmg
Tow- level of water in dams

i+ tlmed cleaning, de'sﬂung
The shortage of canal water
has also hit farmers in Muk-
tsar district. At the time of
sowing of cotton crop, ‘a
majority of canals were dry
as the Irrigation Department
had shut them for routine
cleaning and de-silting pur-
poses. The water supply was
resumed after almost a

- month of the start of crop-

sowing season. Incidentally,
the farmers are still not get-
ting adequate canal water
supply fo their fields as the
canals are being closed on
rotation basis.

Mukhtiar Singh, Execu-
tive Engineer, Irrigation
Department,  said, “If we
release water in all canals
and minors, the water level
will remam low because of
the shortage of water in the
dams and headworks. The
canals and distributaries are
being run on the rotational
basis so that adequate water
reaches the villages located
at the tail-end of canals.”

(With inputs from Balwant Garg,
Archit Watts, Anirudh Gupta,
Praful Nagpal and Raj Sadosh)
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‘How to reform UP’s troubled power sector

TRANSFORMATION The state

must first provide power supplyto

all and tell users to accept regular
tariff hikes and timely bill payment

rare wmdow is open fqr
powersector reforminU
.. Pradesh: The Bharatiy:

Delhl,hasasweepmgmandatem g
form Uttax Pradesh’s troubled elex

Vs ity situation, The party has madewto . }4 g

important commitments on this front.
First, they have prum1sed to ensure
- everyl
tricity connectionandaccess totwenty-

four-hourreliablesupply. Second, they | ;

. havepledged to turnaround the state’s

five loss-making public distribution -

companies (discoms).

Progress in both areas is sorely
needed. In 2017, more than 17 million
rural households did not have a formal
electricity connection.

i Y 13t Supply remains unreliable
Tomorrow .in urban and rural areas,
Andhra Pradesh’s | hampering economic

‘|« power refmms 5 growth. Since the 1980s, the
e : state’spublicdiscoms have

been accruing annual
= losses, theresultofalarge gap between
- the costof supplyingelectricity and the
- revenue they recover from customers
- coupled with under-funded subsidised
- tariffs for domestic and agricultural
. users. The former Samajwadi Party
_(SP)-government signed the state up to
thecentral government’s UDAY power
.. sector reform scheme in 2016. This
- allowed 75 percentof discom debts tobe
cleared, and various initiatives to
: their financial performance were
started. But discoms are contmumg to
_ reportsizeable losses. /
Crucially, universal electricity access
. and discom performance are closely
inter-twined challenges in Uttar Pra-
*. oo desh.Increasingaccessandreliability of
o supply will ultimately be dependent
{ upon success in transforming the per-
. formance of discoms. In particular, :

ata Party (BJP), in office in
both Lucknow and New

6212992
Balance A
households

to
electrified

,12 10,688
Remaining households to be electrified,
but not covered by ongoing schemes

Source: Gol and GoUP. 2017. 24X7 Power for All Uttar Pradesh,

under engoing
schemes

UP's 24X1 eléctrificatio;i plan

 Status of rural household power ln Uttar Pradesh 4

'92,72,106
Total electrified”
households *

84,62,695
Households with
access to

electricity and yet
to be formalised

reducingﬂle]azgelossesdisobmsaccrue :

in supplying power to domestic and
agricultural consumers. Put simply, it
will not be possible to provide reliable
electricity to millions of addmonal
rural b :hold as long as di
face high losses supplying rural and
agricultural users.

Successive governments since the

- allowelectricity tariffs for domesticand

agricultural consumers to rise regu-
larly. They also need to take stringent
actionon llection and theft.In
a politically-competitive, multi-party
state,noparty hasbeenwillingtomake
the bargain of jointly tackling both
areas, forfear of electoral repercussions.

There are challenges beyond highly

1990s have in practice fe
access, without coupling this with seri-

on -

dised tariffs, high theftlevels, and
poor revenue recovery for Uttar Pra-

ous action on improving the perform-  desh’sdiscom situation.
ance of discoms. Politics explains this. -While many states can rely upon -
- Decisive pr onh hold  industry to pay high tariffs

electrificationand the need toincrease
thehours of supply are politically popu-

state’s

that eross-subsidise low tariffs for other

users, UP only hasasmall base of indus-

larin theshort-term. Tackling
loss-making discoms, in contrast
requires political parties in office to
TACKLING THE STATE'S LOSS- -
MAKING DISCOMS REQUIRE:
POLITICAL PARTIES IN OFFICE
TOALLOW ELECTRICITY =
TARIFFSFOR CONSUMERS

T e R T T —

which di:
eratorsishigh:
Onhouseholdelectrification and reli-
ahunyofsupply, the BJPhasmoved fast.
" Progress is already evident. By way of-

receive power from gen-

3 the central government’s Saubhagya -

millions of h holds have

been provided with a regularised elec-
tricity connection and millions more
will be connected in the coming two -

~ years. While the BJP’s target of full |
household electrification by 2019 looks:

s. Additionally, thecostat

» More than 17 million rural households in l.mar Pradesh did hot have a formal oluﬁcily connection in 2017.

difficult, the goal may be reached soon
thereafter. The BJP hasdrawnupa ‘24X7
Power For All’ plan for Uttar Pradesh,
which promisestwenty-four hours elec-
tricity supply to all rural and urban
domesticand industry consumersfrom
late2018. Currently, ruralareasreceive
around 18 hours supply. This in itself
represents a notable improvement
above the supply situation of recent
years. Towards reformingthe financial
performance of the state’s discom, the
BJP is also acting on various fronts.

. They have built upon programmes

started by the previous SP-government
toextend metering, improve billingand
revenue collection, and Lo cut down on

to bring down the gap between cost of
supplyand revenue collected. However,
lossesatthe state’sdiscomsremain high.

Withelectionsduein2019, the BJPmay
«find it politically unpalatable to take fur-

therstepstora]setanﬂbandmtdownon
lossesinthe comingyear.
Electoral support has, for decades,

* beenmobilised on the promise of cheap

orfreeelectricityin UP. Inthe 1970sand
1980s, cheap electricity was promised to
farmers. In the 2000s, it was the weavers
‘who were wooed with subsidised power.
Lossesaretypically significantly higher
in VIP districts.

A window of opportunity to¢change the
statusquois openinUttar Pradesh. fthe

theft. The BJPh
politicalcapitalby
stanhalmcreasesmelecmatytanﬂsfor
donmtu: andagnculnu-alusem, helpmg

gh sub

BJP candeliveronreliabl forall
—and linksuccesson thisfront topublic
acceptance of regnlar tariff increases

«and timely bill payment—then the seeds

of transformation in the power sector
may be sown.

When the BJP lasm:lled inboth Luc-
know and New Delhi, between 1997 and
2002, they pushed through extensive
structural reforms of the power sector,

gainst significant opposition. However,
shortly after doingso, they back-tracked
on tariff increases, required by the
state’s disecoms to support a financial
turn-around, fearing upcomingelectoral
defeat. Itremains to be seen whether a
story of bold ambitions from theBJP giv-
ing way to electoral pressures is
repeated this time around.
(Balls is a New Generation Network (NGN)
Post-Doctoral Scholar at the Australia India
Institute, University of Melbourne, Australia.

. This researchis based on work presentedin fulin

the book Mapping Power, edited by Dubash,
Kale and Bharvirkar.)
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'A]most ali the major rivers in the state,

such as Cauvery, Hemavathi, Tlmgabhad—
ra,Krishna, Ghataprabha, Bhima, Vedava-
tiand Netravati, are bearing the bruntofil- -
legal sand mining. Numerous streams and
tanl also d indiscr
Accordmg 10 soual activists, the sand
mining mafia is growing stronger despite
the state havin arate sand mining
policy.
“Karnataka state mtroduced a sand
mmmgpohcymZOlS The conceptis good,

tender orauction. Every block needs to be
A clearedbyacommnteeforenv:mnmcmal
~ clearance,” a senior official said.
~ Any violation of ﬂ}e permlt condition
attracts the provision of the Mines and
‘Minerals Act (Development and Regula-
tion). Whilethe Department of Minesand
Geology is short-staffed, police consnder
illegal sand 1g as a non-cognisable
‘offence. el B 2
‘Mallikarjun Bham'aha!h asocial activ-
ist from Chikl (kanahalliin Tumak
rudistrict, explams “We nsedto complain
aboutillegal sand mining to officials. Now
we have stopped complaining because it
is turning out to be valuable information
for the officials to make more money. Just
last week, we filed a complaint with elec-
tronic evidence. The police registered a
non-cognisable offence and sent us back.
How can the theft of natural resource be
pnsed off as a non-cognisable offence?”
jun says the sand monitoring
committees are an eyewash and remain
only on the paper. “Every elected public
representative will have his or her own

associates to continue the illegal mining -

business to ensure the flow ofillicitmoney.
After causing irreversible damage to ma-
jor rivers, the illeg; ‘mafia has now

Tﬁicks unload sand at
amakeshift stock yard
in Bengaluru. £

 The contractors are : backed by poli-
uc:ansandthegovemmentservantsare

Mallikarjun say: sthousandsofaasoi “sand

coconut yoves and numerous water

sources in Sira, Chikkanayakanahalli

fected by sand mining. As a result, once
self-sustaining agriculturists, the farmers
here have quit farming and are heading to

Bengaluru in search of jobs. Tllegal sand

is rampant in around 60 km area

of Krishna and Tungabhadra riverbeds,

covering Manvi, Devadurga, Shahapur

“For illegal operators, one legal permit
iswhatisrequiredto carry outla.rge—scale

and Surpur taluks. In 2016, the permits machw

‘were given to 20 blocks. Instead of min- -

mgumefeetdepﬂnaspermmed,ﬂie
eoqtraaors g0 IOto lsfeet deep.

Former Upalokayukta Justice Sub-
hash B Adi had conducted several raids.

and reported to the govemmem on tb; g
shortcommgs in regulating sand mining.
“Sand is a profitable business. Till 2015,
-extraction of filter sand was rampant in

Chikkamagaluru, Kolar and Bengaluru
rural. We had conducted raids and made

‘surprise visits to many illegal river sand

mining spots. ‘What I have found is that

* there is no coordination among the of-

ﬁma]s of the departments of Revenue,
' Mines and Geology, and the Police. De-
partment of Mines and Geology must
be provided with additional staff and

. the power to prosecute. There is one
~more way to end this menace. All'the -
sand mined should be deposited to the
state government. The govemment

Cob B B e A SN S
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lllegalmmmg mcludmgsandmuung,sug—
cations in the permxt

“Usually, sa:id mining permits are given
for a period of five years. Once the mon-

- soon setsin, the trenches dug tomine sand

get washed off and it is difficult to-gauge
the quantity of illegal sand abstracted.
We had suggested earlier to issue permits
for 6-7 months, instead of five years, If

“the permit is granted for a period from

October to May, illegal sand mining could
be regulated to a large extent. Besides,
the environmental clearance should also
be for this specific period and then the
blocks susceptible to exploitation can be
monitored regularly,” he said.

DH News Senlme

Blocks allocated
by the Depart-
ment of Mines

1172 hiacks

§ on government fand
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g system three -
ngemployees
(eataflexibleti:

Thenew flexible
.~ young MD and Ei

orld‘

0! esswely
ﬁ vflrth ‘work-

R

‘mographics,” said Prabir Jha, glo-
al chief people officer, Clpla.
Ce:

Tata Motors, the countrys lea-
-~ ding vehicle maker, has made
york-from-home applicable atall
itsoffices where expployees cana

. ail the option for continuous two

with its flexibility poh es more in
tune with global ] lNOsan ‘increa- -
sing number of ‘mature Indian
_companies are 0] pmng up o the

- idea of flexibilit) as well as wor-
g kmgfmmrem tg ocauonsmabld

days every week. If needed, in cer-
“tain cases, it'can be extendgd in .

pe and people canlog ;nfmman

- where. ¢
“Itis foungm be very helpful for °
_new parents or to take care of so-
meoneathome whenonemnsavea
lot time fr

Q The technology landscape could fill the gap (in distance) and
with teams across geographies, virtual connect has become
a reality and face fime therefore is more technology enabled.

for longer pemnds of 1 nme uptoa
yearand beyond, has now been e:
tended forall employees ;

. Drugmaker Cipla offers exhploy

ees flexibility to walk in anytime
ithin

mployees choose the eigh
window they wish to be inoffice.

“This has only enabled producti-

i h

and out timings.
most: recent change was to:

o employees the ﬂexnnhty to comp:
~ lete their work hours on a we
- basisinsteadof a dayoo

“The bulk of our employees av:

the facility,”said Rahul Sinha, pre-

sident, HR, Pidilite Industri

_Technologyisthe biggest enabler
- in this transformation, where one
can Worlg remotely using smart
phones; telepresence and Skype
Vthat enable connectivity anynme'

f t filling the gap where teams

~across locations and geographxes

can connect virtually.
“Pacetimeisimportant, as witho-
utthehumantouchandteamwork,

~ gettingwork could be difficult,” sa-

rince Augustin, executive vice
president, group human capital
leadership, Mahindra & Ma-

dra. However, he added: “The

% technology landscape could fill

e ismo technology enabled.”
" There is'need for a shift in mind
ets too, particularly in large Indi-
ganisations that areusedtoa

 hierarchical operating structure
~ HRheadssaid.

At Godrej for instance, the senior
:anagement is leading the way to

ly _breakthe stereotypes.

“Many of our senior leaders use

- the work-from-home option and

share their experiences on Work-
place (formerly known as Facebo-
ok for Business). This has helped

_ break stereotypes and has encou-

ragedall our team members to con-
sider the option guilt-free, without
the fear of being criticised or jud-
ed,” said Sumit Mitra, head- Gro-
upHZRandco;'porate seryices, God-
rej Industri :




