‘CHILL INDEX’

Soon, weather dept to tell us how c_qld we actually feel

NISHANAMBIAR
PUNE,DECEMBERY

NEXT WINTER, the website of
the India Meteorological
Department {IMD]) will nat just
tell us the minimum empera-
ture, it will feature the “chill in-
dex" —a measure of how cold
we actually feel.

According to the weather
forecasters, people often feel far
colder thanthe actual tempera-
ture indicates. This is due to the
wind chill factor. The IMD, as
part of its Climate Services
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Programme under the Health
and Climate Progranmume, plans
to create an interactive website
throug hwhich citizens can give
their response on the “feels like
temperature”. Based on these
responses, the IMD will calcu-
late the “chill index".
Forexample, if the minimum
temperature given by Met offi-
cialsis 10°C, the website will ask
citizens to quantify how cold
they feel, Citizenscan make their
entries, anywhere between 9°C
and 12°C, said Additional
Director General of IMD B
Mukhopadiway, the lead scen-

The IMD says people often feel far colder than the actual
temperature indicates. i1

tist for the initiative.
Al presentweare testing the

systern with random numbers,
From next winter we will take
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nputs fromthe people,” he said.

Mukhopadhyay said that
they decided to introduce the
chill index as it was observed
that people keepstating that
they felt either more cold or
less cold than the current
temperature,

“Thiscan be expressed inthe
mberactive website, and we will
calibrate their responsesontheir
actual feeling of discomfort in
the cold,” he added.

Just as the heat index is de-
fined for summer, thewind chill
index is defined for winter, "It is
determined by temperature un-

der various wind speeds and
temperatures,” a Metolheial sapd.

Wind chill is usually calcu-
lated on the basis of various fac-
tors suchasexpected air temper-
ature, relative humidity and
wind strength at 5 feet — the
typical height of a person's face.
This iscalibrated with an under-
standingof how heat is lost from
the human body on cold and
windy days.

Scientistsat IMDin Pune said
that the project is at an experi-
mental stage, but tnal runs are
already in progress in Pune
and Delhi.
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20-km stretch of Yamuna in city to
be cleaned by 2017: Uma Bharti

Ravi 5.5INGH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 17
Residents of Delhi can heave
asighof relief, for Minister of
Water Resources 1Tma Bharti
today said that bulk of the
streteh of ¥imuna coursing
through the city would be
cleansed by 2017,

The minister informed the
Lok Sabha that an inceptor
will beinstalled along the 20-

km streteh. This will ensure
deansing 30 per cent of it.

The construction works on
the pmoposed interceptor
would commence by April
next vear,

She said that the present
logistics had the capacity to
sanitise only about 2031
MLD out of the total of about
5021 MLD of water in the riv-
er Even this was not working
to its optimal capacity:

http://epaper .tribuneindia.com/c/7695167 ?show=print

According to her Delhi
streteh of the Yamuna, which
has penesis in Yamnotri and
terminates at Prayvag, was the
most polluted. As many as 18
major  "nullahs”  {drains),
including MNazafparh Nullah,
let out city's discharges into
the nver.

She said that the ministry
has decided to sanction a
project toincrease the flowin
the nver On account of mea-

ger flow, the silt and waste
could not be carried forward.

She further said that a
committee has been consti-
tuted under the secretary of
the ministry to devise aplan
to cleanse the entire river.
Representatives of the Del-
hi Government are on it.

“ I have directed for sub-
mission of an Action Plan
by the committee by
April.” she said.
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Title : Who'll clean House dirt, asks Uma in dig at Sonia
Author :

Location :

New Delhi: Union minister

Article Date : 12/18/2015

for water resources Uma Bharti took a dig at Congress chief Sonia Gandhi saying the rivers would be
cleaned but “who will clean the dirt in the House*, while replying to questions on the cleaning of
Yamuna in the Lok Sabha on Thursday .

“Yamuna and Ganga will be cleaned by (PM) Narendra Modi Ji...but they (Congress) come up with
National Herald some day , some day they raise the CBI raid on an officer of the Delhi government.
Who will clean this dirt? We are not able to tell the nation a lot of things because of this (disruption).
Will the Congress president take the lead in cleaning this dirt?* Bharti said pointing at the Congress
MPs. Uma Bharti, while replying to questions on cleaning of the Yamuna, faced disruptions by
Congress members for not allowing its MP Deepender Hooda to speak on his privilege notice. Hooda
moved the motion after the Haryana government at the last minute cancelled his in vitation to the
“bhoomi pujan' of National Cancer Institute in Jhajjar, which is being funded by the Union health
ministry.

She informed the House that there are a total of 18 drains in Delhi whose water flows into the
Yamuna and is responsible for 80% of its pollution. She announced an ambitious project to clean the
Yamuna will begin from April. The 20-km stretch of Yamuna in Delhi is considered to be the most
polluted part of the river, Bharti said.

She said a plan 1s being worked out to keep the water in a reservoir during monsoon and release it
during non-monsoon months so that water level of the river remains the same and it is clean.

For the full report, log on to http:www.timesofindia.com

Uma Bharti made the remark in
LS while discussing the issue of
cleaning of Ganoa and Yamuna
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ANOTHER STORM APPROACHES PHILIPPINES: People
travel on a converted tractor cross a flooded road at
Candaba, Manila, on Thursday. A new storm, ‘Onyok’, is
threatening to dump rain on the southern Philippines. reuTers
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