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Solutions lie within reach when ofﬁCIals polltlmans and
citizens are motlvated by a common desire to do good

nahot Aprildayin 2014, afervent
crowd of thousands surged
throughthestreetsof Varanasito
- cheer Narendra Modi, who went
on to win a sweeping general vie-
tory atthehead of the BJP. Modi waslooking
for votes, buthe had more than politics on his
mind thatday: hewasalsothinkingaboutthe
plight of the sacred but heavily polluted
Ganga that flows by his Varanasi constitu-
ency.

“WhenIwascomingtothiscityIthought
the BJP wassendingme, butafter Icamehere
Ifelt Mother Gangahad called me,” he told
the crowd. When he became primeminister,
Modi warmedto histheme. “Fromher source
toher end, Ma Ganga is screaming for help.
Sheissaying, ‘“There must be one of my sons
who willcome and pullme out of this filth’,”
hesaid. “Thereare many tasksthat perhaps
God has set for me.”

Morethanthreeyearslater, itisreasona-
bleto ask why solittle has been achieved in
the cleaning ofthe Ganga and its tributaries
(including the Yamuna that runs through
Delhi), despite the evident passion ofthe PM
forthetask.

Savingthe Ganga, afterall,isnotacontro-
versial project. While other economic, social
andreligious programmes pursued by Modi
and his supporters have been attacked as
pointless or eveninflammatory, thereisno
such objection to the saving of a river from
pollutionby sewage or industrial waste. Itis
true that it is India’s Hindus who worship
Ganga as a purifying goddess, but Muslims
and Buddhists also depend on its waters.
Muslim sultans and emperors relished the
Ganga’s water for drinking, and Akbar called
it “the water ofimmortality”. In his 2014 elec-
tion campaign, Modihimselftalked of Ganga-
Ji amum tehzeeb(Ganga-Yamunaculture),a
hrase used to describe the dual
Hindu- Muslim culture of north India.

Thereis, furthermore atriple benefit to
all ndia from cleaningthe Ganges aside from
any spiritual advantagearisingfromtheres-
cue of the holy river: a successful clean-up
would help the country’sbeleaguered natu-
ralenvironment; it would create hundredsof
thousands of badly-needed jobs; and -
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= A successful clean-up of the river Ganga
will help the country’s beleaguered natural
environment HT

throughimproved sanitation-it would save
thelives ofthe hundreds of children who die
needlessly each day from diarrhoea and
other preventable ailments. Again, thereis
noneed for party-political controversy over
thiskind of plan. Shashi Tharoor of Congress
initially supported Modi’s Swachh Bharat
drive, although he later criticised the cam-
paign’s ineffectiveness.

Butthefactthat Modi’s aimsfor the Ganga
areuncontroversial makesitall themore dis-
turbing that so little has been done so far,
especially when you consider the ready
availability of crores of rupees from India
and foreign sources to finance a clean-up.

Atworstthislack ofactionisafailure,and

}

k
|
|
|

at best it is a damaging delay, and it shows
how hard itis for any central government —
evenone witha strong popular mandate such

“as Modi’s - to run democratic India effec-

tively. Corrupt state governments feeble

: regulatorsandmshtuhons andtheabsence

of effective municipal authorities have left
sewage treatment plants unbuilt or poorly
maintained (even where toilets have been
installed), whilethe country’sriversarestill
sullied with mﬁusmal filth from factories

_large and sma]l and the bureaucrats and

contractors responslble are rarely held to
account.

Yetwe shouldnot despair. If Uttar Pradesh -
can organise the Kumbh Mela as it did in
Allahabad in 2013to hostthelargest gather-
ing of humans on earth (morethan 70 million
bathed atthe confluence ofthe Gangaand the
Yamuna and the legendary Saraswati); if
West Bengal canaccommodate over amillion
pilgrimsatthe annual Ganga Sagar celebra-
tion at the river’s mouth; and if both these
state governments can arrangeeffective san-
itation, running water, electricity, policing
and garbage disposal - then it shows that
more permanent solutions lie within reach
when officials, politicians and citizens are
motivated by acommon desire todo good.

NorisIndiathefirst country tobe afflicted
with river pollution. As Modi knows —
because he has discussed the matter with -
President Barack Obama when they metin
2014 and with others since then-the Chicago
Riverinthe US, the Thames in London and
the Rhine in continental Europe wereall at
onetime dead or dying asaresult of sewage
and industrial effluent. All have since been
restored, and India is eager to learn the les-
sons of how these clean-ups were achieved.
Savingthe Ganga will bedifficult, butitcan
be done in our lifetime.

Victor Mallet is Asia news editor, Financial Times
The views expressed are personal
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Harldwar Rlshlkesh to save Ganga

Green panel
imposes 35,000
fine on violators

SHINJINI GHOSH
NEW DELHI

Reiterating its previous or-
ders, the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) on Friday im-
posed a ban on plastic items,
including plastic bags and
cutlery, in Haridwar and
Rishikesh.

Further, the bench head-
ed by NGT chairperson Swa-
tanter Kumar banned the
sale, manufacture and stor-
age of all such plastic items,
till Uttarkashi. The green pa-
nel specified that the ban
would be applicable to towns
in Uttarakhand, along river
Ganga and its tributaries.

The Tribunal said a fine of
35,000 would be imposed
on those violating the order,
Action would be taken
against erring officials as
well.

‘Complete prohibition’
In a judgment passed in

2015, the NGT had said: -

“There shall be complete
pI’OhlblthIl of use of plastic
in the entire city of Haridwar
and Rishikesh and particu-
larly on the banks and flood
plain of river Ganga. Plastic
will not be used for any pur-
pose whatsoever, that is sery-
ing food, commodities, pack-
aging or even carrying the
plastic in that area”

Further, the Tribunal had
also prohibited the authori-
ties from throwing municipal
waste, construction and de-
molition waste into Ganga
and its tributaries.

ER -

Grave concern: Clothes, plastxc sheets and garbage seen llttenng

Har Ki Pauri in Haridwar. =pri

Kanpur to get effluent treatment plant

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

Junking the Uttar Pradesh
government’s proposal to
displace Kanpur’s tanneries,
the Union Water Resources
Ministry has decided to com-
mission a common effluent
treatment plant there to ad-

dress the pollution from tan- -

neries, said to be the biggest
source of industrial pollu-
tion to the Ganga.

There is already such a
treatment plant in the city.
However, it can at most treat
9 million litres per day
(MLD) of sewage and this
was based on sewage calcu-
lations of 1986.

“The old plant will be
junked and a new one, cost-
ing about ¥400 crore, will be
commissioned,” said U.P.

Sordid saga

Filthy flow: Kanpur generates
450 mld of sewage every

day but it has g5
infrastructure to treat: £ ¢
only 160-170 mld.
The rest directly goes
into the Ganga

Root cause; There %ffﬁ
are around 400
tanneries and 60 dyeing

- Industries. Only 40 major

Singh, water resources se-
cretary who is also in charge
of the National Mission for
Clean Ganga.

“75% of the cost will be
borne by us but operation
and maintenance will be the
responsibility of the tannery
association.” The proposed
plant will be able to treat

L3

ones have effluent treatment
and monitoring facilities

Mounting trash:
Tanneries produce
over 20,306 tonnes
of waste. Dyeing
ndustries generate
2,412 tonnes. These,
along with paper and
femhser industries make up
260 mid of waste

about 20 MLD of industrial
waste.

Earlier this year, the Uttar
Pradesh government had
said that all tanneries would
be shifted to a new location
away from the Ganga and
new land had been identi-
fied for the purpose.

“We’ve dehberated on

ed by

that for sometime... what
we’ve decided is to use the
technology .in the existing
plant’ (9 MLD), of filtration
technology, but make it big-
ger and not have any reloca-
tion,” Mr. Singh added.

The tannery clusters at Jaj-
mau — a Kanpur suburb —
employ over two million pe-
ople and for long, tannery
managers have argued that
the new-technology effluent
treatment plants are expen-
sive.

The Central Pollution
Control Board had informed
the NGT that the Ganga, run-
ning 543 km between Harid-
war and Kanpur, was affect-
1,072 seriously
polluting industries that
were releasing heavy metals
and pesticides.
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Gobmd ‘Sagar e
Bhakra Dam may have !
reduced by over 15 per cent
since its inception due to the -
continues inflow and settle—

ment of silt over the past

and documented at Bhaq‘-ﬁrafh(&'nqlish)& Publicity Section, CWC,

n cubic metres (BCM). As
’ December' 15, its level
was 4.477 BCM, which is 72

about seven decades.
Estlmatmg ’chls 'senior
. functionaries of the Bhakra»;;‘

Beas. Managemen .Boarc
(BBMB) -said the board ad -
‘decided to undertake a silt
survey to assess the levels of ~ be

;,results Gobmd Sagar has
neverbeen de-silted'so far

gin in abouttwomonths;
silt deposited on the reservoir - senior BBMB officer said. “An
bed overthe years. Adecision . external agency with the req-

£

ey

- 007 Jlakh feet of the Teser-
-

time of the year..

; Dam which lies on the Sut-

months 2 he added Over commlssmned in 1963. A
large jpart of “the damsv
tchment area. lies in the
arren ‘areas of Lahul and

‘Spiti district of Himachal

voir's length unld be sur-
veyed. Silt can affect or dam-
age the hydropower

]

orag capac1ty is 6. 229 bil-

1. cent of its capacity. This
year’ scurrent level is better _
the past 10-year aver-
age of 69 per cent for th.ls-

e beganm 1948 and it was -

. Pradesh and Tibet As a

© result; alot. of silt and loose
debris get swept into its flow;

Massive  deforestation,
cultivation and.c,onstxuctibn
along the Sutlej’s course as

~wellas along { tributaries and

nvulets that feed the main

~river - ‘have added to the
.problem of excess sﬂt espe-
: .. cially'during rains.

- Construction of the Bhakra :

BBMB officials sald the
constmctlon of the Koldam
Dam Hydropower Progect
upstream the Bhakra, which
began functioning in' 2015,

had reduced sﬂt inflow into

the Gobind Sagar, but it could
not be completely stopped.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

" Jammu and Kashmir, Hima-
chal Pradesh and Uttarak-
hand reeled under the grip
of a piercing cold wave with
most places recording the
minimum ‘temperature be-
low the freezing pomt on
Sunday.

Though the sun shone
bright in Haryana, Punjab,
Rajasthan and Delhi, icy
winds pushed the minimum

' temperature below the nor-
mal level.

In Rajasthan, Churu qui-
vered at 1.6 degree Celcius
and was the coldest place in
the desert State, where.the
minimum temperature re-
mained below 10 degrees at
most places.

At 2.7 degrees, Bathinda
recorded the lowest tem,per-
ature in Punjab. Amritsar
had a low of 3.3, Pathankot
3.6, Adampur 4, Ludhiana
5.2, Halwara 5.4, and Patiala
7.5 degrees.

PRt

Chandigarh recorded a
minimum of 7 degrees.

Hisar recorded the lowest
minimum (4 deg C) .in

Temperatures dropped
across Uttar Pradesh over-
night with Muzaffarnagar re-
cording 5.1 degrees, the low-

White blanket: Tourists enjoy skiing at Gulmarg, 55 km from Sfinégar, on Sﬁﬁday.

est in the State. The weather

was dry over the State and-

shallow fog occurred at iso-
lated places.

The night temperature

dipped by several degrees at
most places in the Kashmir
region owing to a dry
weather.
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Normal life came to a vir-
tual standstill in Pahalgam
where the mercury was re-
corded at minus 9.2 degrees.
It was the coldest December

night there in the last four

years. At piercing minus 13.4
degrees, Kargil in the Ladakh
region experienced the col-

dest night of this winter so
far. Srinagar shuddered at
minus 3.7 degrees. .-
Intense cold conditions
led to the freezing of water
bodies and drinking water
taps in parts of Himachal
Pradesh where the minimum
temperatures were recorded
12 to 17 degrees below the

freezing point.
High-altitude tribal areas
and mountain  passes

groaned under arctic condi-
tions, recording their mini-
mums between minus 13 and
minus 20 degrees.

Keylong in Lahaul and Spi-
ti district recorded a mini-
mum of minus 12 degrees.
Kalpa in Kinnaur tribal dis-
trict had a low of minus 2.8
degrees. The normal life
came to halt in the tribal val-
leys owning to the frigid con-
ditions. All natural sources of
water such as‘lakes, springs,
rivulets and tributaries of
major snow-fed rivers have
frozen.
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