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Title : Actions don't match “clean Ganga' slogans, NGT tells Centre and UP
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The National Green Tribunal on Monday slammed the Centre and Uttar Pradesh government over
pollution in the Ganga in Varanasi and said their slogans on cleaning up the river rang hollow.

“It is really very unfortunate that such things are going on. Why don't you do something about this?
Your slogans are very contrary to your actions,* a bench headed by NGT chairperson Swatanter
Kumar said.

What prompted the observations were pictures of bodies floating in the river and advocate Gaurav
Kumar Bansal's submission that the authorities were not taking any action to prevent the dump ing of
bodies and animal carcasses into the Ganga.

The tribunal asked for an answer by January 27 on who should be held accountable for the increasing
pollution in the river in Varanasi, spe cifically pulling up the ministries of environment and water
resources as well as the UP government.

The tribunal has lately been dealing with a host of issues related to rampant pollu tion of the Ganga. In
a jolt to the Union government's ambitious Clean Ganga project, the court had earlier this month
directed the Centre not to release funds for cleaning the river from Gomukh to Kanpur without its
approval, chiding Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand for failing to identify the serious polluting locations.

The green panel had divided the Ganga clean-up work into different segments -from Gomukh to
Haridwar, Haridwar to Kanpur, Kanpur to the Uttar Pradesh border, the UP border to the Jharkhand
border and from there to the Bay of Bengal. AGENCIES The NGT on Monday rapped the Centre and
the UP government over pollution in Ganga in Varanasi. In the previous hearing of the green court on
January 15, its bench had directed UP and Uttarakhand governments to identify seriously polluting
industries located on the banks of Ganga and apprise it about the “quantity and quality* of discharge
generated by them into it.

The green panel also or dered a joint inspection by a team comprising officials from Central Pollution
Control Boa rd, UPPCB, UPCB and a representative from the environment ministry at points where
tributaries from Uttarakhand and UP meet the Ganga. “They will state the quality of the wa ter,
quantum of effluents and sewage contained in each of these tributaries or rivers,* the bench had said.
It also directed Uttarakhand government to take a clear stand on industrial pockets located in
Haridwar within two weeks.

The green panel had also
ordered a joint inspection
by a team comprising
officials from Central
Pollution Control Board,
UPPCB, UPCBand a
representative from

the environment ministry

12



1/19/2016

DIRTY FLOWS THE RIVER

» 12 hillion Iltires of
sewage flows into Ganga
and its tributaries every
day. In volume, this is more
than three times the piped
water supplied to 18 million
Delhiites each day

(.., of the sewage,
53 /Ds.r billion litres,
goes untreated

> T5% of Ganga pollution

comes from sewage, with 144
drains flowing into the river

» 764 grossly polluting
industries are located
along the river

» A 2012 National Cancer
Registry Programme study
said those living along the
Ganga banks in UP, Bihar and
Bengal more prone to cancer
than people anywhere else
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SC tells Centre to get rural
India out of agrarian crisis

BhadraSinhaand ZiaHaq
w pers@hindustanimes.com

MEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
asked the Centre on Monday to
pay attention to an ongoing rural
crisis triggered by two consecu-
tive droughts, secking to know
if higher food allocations and
employment could be provided
inaffected areas ina dozen stales.

I its first major intervention
on the condition of theruralecon-
omy; the SC sought data from the
Centre and states on the status of
three crucial wellare schemes in
these states: the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme,
the mid-day meal scheme and the
National Food Security Act.

The court’s instructions
came after it heard a petition by
the Yogendra Yadav-led Swara]
Abhivan, which in the past one
year travelled to various states
and said it found large sections
of the rural population in pitiable
eemditions. The court's directions
will put renewed pressiure on the
Narendra Modi government,
which has launched a new farm
insurance scheme and central
assistance to three large drought-
hit states worth 26,794 crore.

Appearing for the NGO, lawver
Prashant Bhushan said the gov-
ernment wasn’table to provide the
enhanced 150 days of employment
under the NREGA that it promised
for drought-hit areas.

The court’s orders came on a
day Modi addressed a conclave on

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

= The court’s directions will put renewed pressure on the Narendra

Modi-led government.

organic and sustainable agricul-
ture in Sikkim. “I'have come here
with agriculture ministers of all
the states. We are here to discuss
how to transform India’s agricul-
fure,” the PM said.

On December 20, the Centre
announced 3,100 crore to
Maharashtra, 22,022 crore to
Madhya Pradeshand 31,672 crore
to Chhattisgarh in drought relief.
while sanctioning 433.77 crore
to Andhra Pradesh, 3815 crore
for Odisha and 31,304.52 crore tor
Uttar Pradesh on Jan 6.

The June-to-September mon-
soon was 14% below normal, with
the second straight year of poor
rains causing a drought in 302 of
the country’s 640 districts. Farm
incomes then slowed shaaply; with
agriculture posting a growth of

HT FILE/ PANKAJ JAISWAL

just 2% . Nearly two-thirds of
Indians depend on a farm income.

The courtasked the agriculture
secretary to hold meetings with
counterparts from Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa,
Jharkhand, Bihar and Chattisgarh
on the drought’s effects,

The cotrt also asked the Centre
to discuss issues raised by the
NGO, such as the implementation
of the National Food Security Act,
availability of protein in the form
of 2kg of freelentils to every fam-
ily indrought-declared areas, apart
from availability of eggs in mid-
day meal scheme and supply of
oneliire of cookingoil. The Centre
has to come back on Friday with
aTesponse.
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Hydel projects run into opposition

HURDLE Water resources ministry against
allowing projects on Ganga's upper reaches

Chetan Chavhan

= fettersi@hind ustanimes.com

MEW DELHE: An environment
ministry bid to allow six hydel
projects on the upper reaches of
the Ganga by filing an affidavit
in the Supreme Court has been
opposaed by the ministry of water
TESOUTCes,

Stating that theflow conditions
proposed were flawed, the water
resounces ministry pointed out
that its environment counter-
part has cited a 1916 agreement
in its affidavit — fed carfier this
month—to state that the projects
will have to ensure “up to™ 1,000
cusecs of water as mandatory
waler flow at any timeof the year,

But the Madan Mohan Malaviya
agreement had noted that a“mini-
mum supply” of 1,000 cusecs be
ensured, The document, signed
in 1916 by rulers of six regions of
northern India with educationist-
politician Malaviya, had stated:
“Inorder to guarantes an uninter-
rupted fow of the Ganges
the Harki-Palri and past the other
ghats of Harkdwar, a minimum
supply of 1000 cusecs inthe chan-

nel is being guarantesd.”

But even so, the water resolrces
ministry maintains that a 100-vear-
old agreement cannot be cited to
build hydel projects in today’s
water flow conditions. “A lot has
changed in the last 100 years, and
this is something that has to be
taken into account while exanin-
ing the possibility of constructing
new hydel projects,” a ministy
official said.

Sources said water resources
minister Uma Bharti has written
toenvironment minister Prakash
Javadekar, pointing out that his
ministry should have waited till
a committee of additional secre-
taries from the environment and
waler resources ministries had
submitted its report on the matter:

The water resources ministry
expressed its apprehensions over
theaffidavit at the official level too,
stating that it could have “huge™
adverse implications on the Ganga
river basin as well as the fragile
ecology of Uttarakhand,

TheSC had staved the construe-
tionof the six hydel projects after
the 2013 Uttarakhand flash foods
left thousands of people dead.

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

NGT SLAMS CENTRE, UP, OVER GANGA POLLUTION

» Debris strewn along the banks of the Ganga in Kanpur.

Press Tustof India
= fetlorsEhindustantimes. com

MEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal on Monday
slammed the Centre and
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment aver pollution in river
Ganga in Varanasi,

“Tt s really very unfortunate

that such things are going on.
Why don't you de something
about this? Your slogans are
very contrary to vour actions,”
a beneh headed by NGT chair-
person Swatanter Kumar said.

The green panel pulled up
the ministry of environment
and forests, ministry of water
resources and UP government

HT FILE/ MANC YADA

while asking them to look into
the matter and deal with it
expeditiously

The observation came after
advoeate Gauray Kumar Bansal
mentioned before the bench that
bodies of humans and animals
were being dumperd in river
Ganga and anthorities were
allegedly not 2k ing any action.
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CITIES » DELHI
Published: January 19, 2016 00:00 IST | Updated: January 19, 2016 05:32 IST NEW DELHI, January 19, 2016
Weatherman forecasts light rain

e Staff Reporter

Chasing the sun to dry damp laundry, celebrating a sunny day and dealing with an overcast sky are things that Delhi expects in January.

While some Delhiites are happy that the weather has been relatively mild so far, those waiting for the cold may finally get to experience it.

The Meteorological Department has forecast partly cloudy skies over the city with a possibility of light rain in the evening/late night over
southern parts of the Capital.

Moderate to dense fog is likely to engulf the city on January 20 and 21.

The capital also recorded the coldest night of the season with the minimum temperature plunging to 6 degrees Celsius from 9.6 degrees
Celsius.

The change in weather is due to a western disturbance that brought down temperatures in northern India.
However, this is not likely to be strong enough to cause any significance change in the Capital, says the weatherman.

Temperatures on January 19 are likely to settle between 18 degrees Celsius and 8 degrees Celsius.

Printable version | Jan 19, 2016 3:53:11 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/weatherman-forecasts-light-
rain/article8122296.ece

© The Hindu

http://www .thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/weatherman-forecasts-light-rain/article8122296.ece?css=print
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CITIES » DELHI

NGT asks about pollutants dumped into Yamuna from Agra

¢ Bindu Shajan Perappadan

The t

ki

= e s A

ribunal has asked the Agra Municipal Corporation to supervise the cleaning of construction material and debris.File Photo

In an attempt to control the dumping of pollutants into the Yamuna from Agra, the National Green Tribunal has taken note of construction
material and debris being dumped into the river by the city.

The tribunal has directed the Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam and the Agra Municipal Corporation to inform it about the total sewage discharge and
the quantity of untreated waste being released into the river.

Taking note of the fact that many colonies in Agra lack sewer connection, the green panel directed the Agra Development Authority (ADA) to
identify such areas and remove construction material being dumped in front of these residential colonies.

A bench headed by NGT chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar also directed the ADA to supervise the cleaning of construction material and
debris.

“The Jal Nigam and Municipal Corporation, Agra, shall file a compliance report showing total sewage discharge from the city and how much
of it is being treated and the amount which is being put into the river untreated.

The Jal Nigam, ADA, shall also identify the area having no sewage connection,” the bench said.

The matter has been posted for hearing on February 23.

In September last year, the tribunal had issued a showcause notice to 10 residential colonies of Agra for discharging untreated sewage.
It had also asked them to explain why a fine of Rs. 1.41 crore not be imposed on them for polluting the Yamuna.

Earlier, the tribunal had imposed a fine of Rs. 1 lakh on the Agra Municipal Corporation for dumping waste on the Yamuna floodplains,
noting that the civic body had failed to perform its duty and protect the environment.
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