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An extraordinary operation is currently under way to boost the water level in Chandigarh’s beloved lake.
How did things reach a stage where it was deemed necessary to pump water into it? What are the
logistics of the project? KHUSHBOO SANDHU explains

SIMPLYPUT

What is happening at Sukhna Lake?

Since January 16, the Chandigarh
Administration has been using a450 m
pipeline to divert 2 miilion gallons of water
per day to the lake from 7 tubewells located
near the Chandigarh Golf Club. The opera-
tion to fill the rain-fed lake will continue un-
til March, when the demand for water inthe
city is likely to rise. The level of water in the
Jake is expected to go up by 3 feet over its cur-
rent level of 1,154 feet by then.

The engineering wing of the Municipal
Corporation has upgraded the machinery at
the Sector 26 waterworks, situated about a
kilometre from the lake. The water fromthe
tubewells is being sent to an underground
reservoir in Sector 26, from where it is being
pumped to the lake, which is at a greater
height. The capacity of the pumps has been
boosted, and a changing valve has been in-
stalled at the waterworks, which will cut off
supply to the iake when demand in the city
increases.

Butwhy does the Jake need to be filled
artificially?

The lake has dried up on several occasions
in the past, exposing parts of its bed. 1987
was a particularly bad year, when a deficient
monsoon wreaked havoc. In 2009, the
Punjab and Haryana High Court took suo
motu notice of the falling level of the lake,
and proceeded to issue several directions to
the Administration. In 2012, the
Administration submitted to the court that
no water was available to fill the lake: how-
ever, as the level kept falling, the
Administration proposed that treated
sewage water be pumped in. But experts ob-
jected on environmental grounds, following
which the court directed the Administration
to seek suggestions from residents and sub-
mitaplan. This week, drinking water was di~
verted to the lake.

And why is Sukhna Lake so important?

The lake was designed by the creator of
the dity, Le Corbusier, and the plan was exe-
cuted by the then Chief Engineer, PL Verma,
at acost of Rs 1 crore. The lake was con-
structed across Sukhna Choe by damming it
along with Kansal and Nepali Choe. The dam
was a 12.8 m high, rock-filled earthen struc-
ture. The attachment of the city’s creators to
the lake can be gauged from the fact that the
ashes of Corbusier's cousinand Chandigarh's
chief architect, Pierre Jeanneret, were im-
mersed in the lake as per his wishes in 1970.
Chandigarh's residents have a deep emo-
tional connect with the lake. They go to its
shores for morning and evening walks, and
it is one of the top tourist attractions of the
city. Residents have flocked to participate in
shramdaan to save the lake.

Thelake is home to several species of mi-
gratory birds. The Administration has con-

Pipe being laid to artificially fill Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh on January 12 (above),
and water starts to flow on January 16 (top). Jaipa! Singh

structed a bird watching centre at one end of
the lake. In 2005, the lake had 33 species of
fish, which fell to 19 after a large part of the
lake dried up in 2012. After the culling of
ducks following the 2014 avian flu scare, the
Administration decided to no longer allow
ducks at the lake.

What problems does the lake face?
Silting has been a problem eversince the
lake was created. The Shivaliks are erosion-

prone, and the water that flows into the lake
from the catchment area brings along silt.
The storage capacity of the Lake was 10.47
million cubic metres when it was created.
Between 1958 and 1962, the lake lost more
than 20% of its capacity due to silting. In the
1970s, the Chandigarh Administration
started taking measures to save the lake.
More than 150 silt-retention dams were built
overa2,540-hectare forest catchment area of
the lake. By 1988, around 2,600 hectares of

the Sukhna Lake catchment area had been
converted into the Sukhna Wildlife
Sanctuary, and an additional 880 hectares
were classified as a reserve forest. While
these measures succeeded in checking the
problem of silting, they also reduced the
quantity of water entering the lake.

Another problem s of excessive weeding
— there are 8 types of weeds in the lake
According to experts, the major reason for
the growth of weeds is excessive siltation and
the flow of sewage from the Kansal anc
Saketri villages into the lake. The Chandigarh
Administration has now started bio-treat-
ment of sewage water.

Is it common for alake’s levels to be
boosted in this manner?

There have been some examples in the
‘West. The city of San Diego has been pump-
ing drinking water into the Chollas Lake, a
popular, 16-acre recreational fishing basin,
for at least a decade, according to US media
reports. In January 2016, some 10billion gal-
lons of poliution-laden water was pumped
into Lake Okeechobee over four days to pre-
vent flooding in South Fiorida following
heavy rain. Closer home, in November 2016
the Forest Department pumped water intc
dry tanks and ponds in Kamnataka's Bandiput
National Park, and attempts have been made
to fill the marshlands of the Keoladec
National Park in Bharatpur artificially. None
of these projects are, however, comparable
in scale, circumstances and methods to the
efforts being put into the Sukhna Lake.
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~ SYLcanalrow: SCwarns

decreescan’tbeflouted

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 January

Issuing a warning against
flouting decrees passed by
courts, the Supreme Court
today directed both Punjab
and Haryana to strictly
implement its orders in the
Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal dispute and said the
interim order of status quo
will continue.

“We will not allow the
decree passed by this court
tobeflouted and it hastobe
implemented.

“How the decree is being
implemented isthe headache
of the concerned parties,”
said a bench of Justices P
C Ghose and Amitava.

Asking the Centre and
Punjab to file their replies
to Haryana’s plea seeking
compliance of court’s order,
the bench said the interim
. order of status quo will con-
* tinue.

‘ The apex court said the
reportsof Union Home Sec-
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retary, Chief Secretary of
Punjaband Director General
of Police of Punjab, who
were appointed as court
receivers of the land and
other propertiesof the canal,
have indicated that status
quo has been maintained.

However, senior advo-
cate Jagdeep Dhankar,
appearing for Haryana,
objected to a finding of the
Union Home Secretary and
said thereport says thaton
site visit by the committee
“nodeliberate damage” has
been done.

“Thavea problem with the
word ‘deliberate’ used in
the report,” he said.

Solicitor General Ranjit
Kumar appearing for Min-
istry of Home Affairs said
their reply wasready and can
be filed in the course of a
week.

He said that Haryana
hasnot challenged the Pun-
jab Termination of Agree-
ment Act, 2004 and therefore
ithasnot been set aside till

now,

“Theregulationsarestill
there.The effect of apex
court’s decree cannot be
thereunless the Actpassed
by legislature is nullified,”
Kumar said, adding that
the answers to Presidential
reference fell under the advi-
sory jurisdiction and hence
the court has not set aside
the Act.

Senior advocate Ram
Jethmalani, appearing for
Punjab, said the Centre
should intervene among the
states involved in the dispute
and sort out the issue.

“We would file the reply
once the Centre hasfiled its
reply on Haryana’s plea.
Centre should behave like
elder arbitrator and settle
the issue once and for all,”
Jethmalani said. The apex
courtdirected the Centreto
file its reply during the
course of week and Punjab
in three weeks and posted
the matter for further hear-
ingon 15 February
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20K youths f; S |
,§ Ganga Drojeg; Centre to deploy

“1 'he Centre will train ang ’ 20,000 ‘SW&Chh
“doots’ for Ganga

i deploy over 20,000
uthsas ‘Swachhtg D’oots’yicr)l

2,336 villages acrog i
2.3 S 29 dis-
2 . .
urlctts along the Ganga in fo. Times News Negwor
UP?S gﬁes — Uttarakhand, : ,
» Bihar and West Bengg] New Delhi: The Centre will

— 1o spread the mes

| sage of
keeping the national river
clegn amongthelocgl popu-
lation and Visitors, p17

. train and deploy over 20,000
- youths as ‘swachhta doots’
. (messenger of cleanliness) in

2,336 villages across 29 dis-

tricts along theriver Ganga in

four states — Uttarakhand, Ut-
" tar Pradesh, Bihar and West
- Bengal — to spread the mess-
ageof keepingthenational riv-
er clean among local popula-
tion as well as visitors.

The National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) has ap-
proved Rs 10 crore for this pur-
poseunder the Centre’songoing
‘Namami Gange’ programme.
“The Nehru Yuva Kendra San-
gathan (NYKS) has been en-
trusted to build capacities of
young people from the Ganga
basin states,” said a water re-

© sourceministry statement.
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SYL case: SC re]ects Punjab’s

pleaforpost—

‘R SEDHURAMAN

LEGALCORRESPDNDENT B

\mzwnau-u, IANUARY]B .
‘The Supreme Court today
;rejected Punjab’s plea for
adjourning the hearing on
‘the - SutlejYamuna, Link
Y(SYL) canal dlspute tlll the

néw government assumed -

‘office in the state. While
polling is slated for Febru-
ary 4, counting of votes will
take place on March 11..

A Bench comprising Jus-/ :

" : tices PC Ghose and Amita- -
- va Roy granted three weeks "
to Punjab for responding to

- Haryana’s plea for execut-
ing apex court’s 2004 direc-
tive for completion of the
SYL canal. . It * asked

f Haryana to file its reply i in
! one week thereafter, . .

. Arguing for PunJab sen-_
or counsel “Ram Jeth-"

"lt granted three weeks to :

‘1w Punjab for respondmgtO"

- Haryana's plea forexe-

- cuting apex court's 2004

«directive and asked:
E )Haryana tofileits reply -

A, m one week thereaﬁer

malarii said the  Centre
should show statesmanshlp
and resolve the dispute over
sharing the waters of Ravi
and Beas rivers, instead of
letting the two states fighta
legal battle.

The: Bench however clar-
ified there was no way Pun-
jab eould shirk its responsi-
bility as . the apex court

" would ensure nnplementa-

tion of its orders for com-
, Dleting the construction of

" the SYL canal, which would .
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enable Haryana to draw its
share of Ravi and Beas
waters.Appearing for the
Centre, Solicitor General
Ranjit Kumar said the apex
court’s decrees could be

“executed only if the Punjab

Termination of Agreements
Act, 2004, was struck down
by the SC. A five-member
Constitution Bench held
the . Act invalid while
answering the presidential
reference on the issue on
November 10, 2016, but this

poll hearmg 7’

* ruling was only advisory in

nature, he pleaded.The
Bench also asked Haryana
as to why it did not chal-
lenge the Punjab Govern-
ment’s notification return-
ing the farmers land

“acquired for the SYL canal.

Senior counsel Jagdeep
Dhankar said the state’s
plea for execution of the
decree automatically cov-
ered that aspect too.

Rejecting Punjab’s plea
for post-poll hearing, the
Bench pointed out that the
apex court had already
ruled that change of gov-
ernments was irrelevant to
hearing cases pending
with it. The Centre said its
response to Haryana’s
application was ready and
this would be filed later
this week.
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