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qxe 1970, Tamil

d been demmdmg 3

June 1991: in interim award,
Karnataka ordered to release
205 tnctt but passes
ordinance to nullify order.
SC strikes down ordinance.
Karnataka refuses to oblige

Aug. 1998: Centre constitutes
Cauvery River Authority (CRA)
1o implement interim award

el 5. 2905 OSCT grees Sral swacd after 17 years- 1892 and 1924
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June 28: T.N.
files contempt
petition against
Karnataka
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Ay 34, 2007: On the
tribunal final award,

ST says it would take 2

wuvery a national asset, no exclusive ownershlp

ne Court says principle of equality among riparian States does not imply equal division of water; sugges?s just and reasonable use
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Cauvery Water
=t Beard to
1 implemenia-
firective.

ing a press con-
ng with Minister
Works A. Namas-
:re on Friday, he
decision of the
0 change the al-
7 tmé given by
ry River Water
‘ribunal in 2007
come step. The
1come as a relief
ught-hit farmers
, he said.
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ne Court verdict
ring of Cauvery
15 left Kerala
ainer nor loser,
State is worried
{ure to utilise its

~ial Bench head-
+f Justice Dipak
1pheld the allo-
) tme. ft. to Ker-
oy the Cauvery
putes Tribunal
2007.

iew

or Water Re-
thew T. Thomas
ate had nothing
wer the verdict.
tunate we have
sle to make any
| projects to be
ilising our share
ribunal award.”

river like Cauv-
and
e of lhm no

sonably shared by all States
concerned.

“While it is common and
equal to all through whose
{and it (river) runs and no
one can obstruct or divert it,
yet as one of the beneficial
gifts of Nature, each benefici-
ary has a right to just and rea-
sonable use of it,” Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra wrote in the
jadgment.

Fair share

principle of equitable
apportionment, as is now in-

Caiiamagulenl Karnataka

trinsically embedded gener-
ally in a pursuit for appor-
tionment of water of an
international drainage basin
straddling over two or more
States, predicates that every
riparian State is entitled to a
fair share of the water ac-
cording to its need, and is im-
bued with the philosophy
that a river has been provid-
ed by nature for the common
benefit of the community as
a whole through whose terri-
tory it flows even though
those territories may be di-

Supreme Court

vided by frontiers as postu-
lated in law.

However, the court said
the “principle of equality”

Tumakury

Perambalur

#The basin has 3
maximum length

among the riparian States
does not imply equal division
of water. The apex court
said, equality here means
“equal consideration and
equal econoinic opPOITENITY
of the co-basin States.™

“To conceive that equality
rests on equal sharing of wa-
ter” within an arithmetical
formula, would be funda-
mentally violative of the esta-
blished conception of equita-
ble apportionment,” the
Supreme Court cbserved.

The court compared the

@i Covering the Cauvery

 Karnataka The Cauvery basin extends aver the
States of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala
and the U.T. of Puducherry draining

an area of 81,155 Sq.km. Map shows
important damsand major cities

=it rises at an elevation
of 1,341 m at Talakaveri

and width of about | on the Brahmagiri range
54% 560 km and 245 near Cherangala villageof |
Tomil Nadu & km respect vely Kodaqu district uf !(nmav.akz
Buichchersy = The :otil lerlgth nf the river
= ffum origin to ourfall is 800 km
Tamil Nadu

= The major part of basm is
covered with agncultural land
accounting to 66.21% of the
total area and 4.09% of the
basin is covered by water

bodies

-"heba:.rspraad.swu.u.j
seats (20039) comprising 18 in
T.N,, 1 in Kamataia, 3 in Kerala

A Dam/ Barrage/ Weir

For TN., verdict has its
share of posmve aspects

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

‘The Supreme Court’s verdict
on the Cauvery dispute has
its share of positive features
for Tamil Nadu, despite the
State's allocation being cut
by 14.75 thousand million
cubic feet (tmc).

From the State’s point of
view, the most important as-
pect of the court order is the
recognition of the plea for
the establishment of the
Cauvery Management
Board.

The words of the court —
“We direct that a scheme
shall be framed by the Cen-
tral Government within a
span of six weeks from to-
day..” and “no extension
shall be granted for framing
of the scheme on any
ground” — carry enormous
meaning for Tamil Nadu as it
is for the creation of an im-
plementation mechanism
that a scheme has to be
formulated.

Ever since the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal
(CWDT) gave its interim or-
der in June 1991 and final or-
der in February 2007, the
State had sought the crea-

Vegetables from Karnataka are being loaded onto trucks of

Tamil Nadu at the border in Kakanallah,

tion of a body to ensure ef-
fective implementation of
the order. After the publica-
tion of the final order in the
gazette of the Central go-
vernment in February 2013,
the demand had grown
louder.

The other aspect that has
gone in favour of the State is
the court's unambiguous
message with regard to the
schedule of release of water.
By stating that “we also cate-
gorically convey that the
need-based monthly release
has to be respected” the
court has appreciated the
position of the Tamil Nadu
government, which had, ov-

=M. SATHYAMOODRTHY

er the years, complained
that Karnataka was not ad-

hering to the schedule of wa- :

ter release, as worked out by
the tribunal in the interim
order or final order.
Another feature in T.N.'s
favour is the assertion by the
court on the issue of irrigat-
ed area. It not only left intact
the extent of irrigated area
(24.71 lakh acres), as permit-
ted by the tribunal in the -

nal order, but also emphati- !

cally made it clear that "the
final determination of irri
gated area arrived at by the
Tribunal for Tamil Nadu
cannot be declared incor-
rect or fallacious.™

and 1in Puduchery

sharing of inter-State river
waters in India to the practic-
es of sharing of international
rivers among nations.

Helsinki example

The Supreme Court referred
10 the Helsinkd Rules of 1966,
which recognise equitable
use of water by each basin
State taking into considera-
tion the geography and hy-
drology of the basin, the cli-
mate, past utilisation of
waters, e cuomic and social
needs, dipendent popula-

ton and availability of
TESOLICeS.

The judgment also refers
to the Campione Rules in the
context of the Cauvery dis-
pute. These Rules hold that
basin States would in their
Tespective territories manage
the waters of an internation-
al drainage basin in an equit-
able and reasonable manner.

The court referred to the
National Water Policy, which
had reiterated time and again
that water is a “scarce and
precious natipnal asset.”

Injustice corrected,
says Siddaramaiah

NAGESH & JHU
BENGALURLS
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
on Friday said the Supreme
Court verdic; on the Cauvery
water dispute had set right
the “injustice meted out to
Karnataka” Taking a
nuanced stand, Mr. Siddara-
maiah said, “It is not a victo-
ry or defeat for any State in
cooperative federalism.”
The verd'ct has come as a
major relief to the ruling
Congress which is gearing up
for the Assiizbly elections in
April-May “The SC has part-

iy allowed 1 plea. We have

£0% some r¢lief, We are hap-
py." be sz’

% &
Siddaramaiah

Water Resources Minister
M.B. Patil said, "The SC
upholding Bengaluru’s rights
over the Cauvery water has
come as a major relief for
e

However, he said the go-
vernment would continue to
oppose the Cauvery Water
Management Boar

S~

Lack of distress formula
worries Karnataka farmers

KRISHNA KUMAR

ADITYA BHARADWA]J
MYSURU/BENGALURYU

The Supreme Court's order
increasing the allocation of

Cauvery water to Karnataka.

by 14.75 tmc has evoked a
mixed reaction among farm-
ers in the Cauvery basin area
and irrigation experts, while
the legal team that repre-
sented the State has called it
a “partial victory."

Two key concerns ex-
pressed by many are over
the court's direction to the

Centre to form the Cauvery:
Management Board within a*

time frame and lack of a dis-
tress formula during a lean

year. These have tempered.

the initial euphoria over ad-
ditional allocation.

The Karnataka Goven-
ment has argued all along
that formation of a Board
will rob it of its supervisory
role over its reservoirs. M.
Lakshman, convenor, Cauv-
ery Technical Advisory Com-
mittee of the Institution of
Engineers, said, “This will
go against the interest of Kar-
nataka in the long run.”

There is also concern that
the absence of a clear-dis-

Supporte: .

nly tirow up potential
conflicts again, Badagalpura
Nasendrf

tion was a marginal relief
and not a major victory.

“The question still re-
mains as to how to share wa-
ter when the monsoon fails
and we have to await the
views of experts on this is-
sue,” he said. This view isen-
dorsed by Kurubur Shantha-
kumar of the Karnataka
State Sugarcane Farmers As-
sociation.

But the court removing
the ceiling » area of « 'tiva-

#Kannada Chalavali Vatal Paksha, led by Vatal
 Nagaraj c="3brate the verdict in Bengaluru. »c.sampars cusar

tion in the State is seen as a
positive. There is a general
perception that nearly 1 lakh
acres of land - under mixed
cropping pattern - could be
brought under cultivation
with the additional water
granted. But concerns of a
lean year, ¢he frequency of
which is only increasing, re-
main. In the last five years
only one year had normal
rainfall, farmers argue.
Brijesh Kalappa, one of
the senior advocates, high-
lighted the other concerss,
“There seems to be no dari-
ty on Mekedaru project, for
which we need 1o see the
fine-print of the verdice™
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Karnataka, part of it for Bengaluru

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day awarded Karnataka 14.75
tmec ft (thousand million cub-
ic feet) of Cauvery water
from Tamil Nadu’s share,
reasoning that Karnataka has
historically suffered “limited
access to and use” of the riv-
er water.

A three-judge Bench, led
by Chief Justice of India Di-
pak Misra, who authored the
judgment, said there is “con-

. firmatory empirical data”
: ” that Tamil Nadu has 20 tmc ft
: groundwater available with
it. The court asked Tamil Na-
du to tap at least 10 tmc ft
groundwater instead of
banking on Cauvery water
: _from Karnataka. In fact, the
judgment even cites Karnata-
ka’s submission that ground-
water, if not extracted regu-
larly, would run waste.

“We are not unmindful of
the stand of Tamil Nadu and
the aspect that over-extrac-
tion of groundwater in the
absence of adequate replen-
ishment and further in the
areas proximate to the coas-
tal zone is generally avoida-
ble...” the Supreme Court
said, but added that the step
is necessary to balance inter-
ests involved.

The remaining 4.75 tme ft
of the 14.75 tmc ft would be
diverted to the people of

SHARE ‘Kamataka: 284.75 1

IN BASIN: (270 +14.75) tmc ft

CauveryWater
Dispute Tribun

However, it
“changed its final
award to the ex!
-of transferring
A4.75 tmc ft from
Tamil Nadu's =
allocated quantum

Bengaluru for their domestic
and drinking purposes. The
judgment said the drinking
water needs of Karnataka,
especially the burgeoning
and global Bengaluru city,
was somehow “ignored” in
the water-sharing agreement
reached by the Cauvery Wa-
ter Dispute Tribunal (CWDT)
in 2007.

“Drinking water require-
ment of the overall popula-
tion of all the States has to be
placed on a higher pedestal
as we treat it as a hierarchi-
cally fundamental principle

. of equitable distribution,”

the Bench said.
Compared to Tamil Nadu,
the court found that Karnata-

Tamil Nadu: 404.25
419 174}‘5} tmcft

in the

[.P.Chronicte’

A

aj (Ringi)

indian hation

Nai Duniys {Pindi)
The Times of 'Lndire (&)
Bliiz

B Karnataka directed to release
177.25 tmc ft at Biligundlu point

l Kerala: 30 l
tmcft

ka, despite being the upper
riparian State on the Cauvery
basin, has 28 districts still
reeling under drought.

" Plea dismissed

“This inability of the State of
Karnataka to develop its land
for irrigation in the back-
ground of its persistent cavil
of being deprived of its legiti-
mate share and use of the
water of Cauvery cannot be
ignored... We consider Kar-
nataka to be more deserving
amongst the competing
States,” the three-judge
Bench, also comprising Jus-
tices Amitava Roy and A.M.
Khanwilkar, decided. The
Supreme Court also dismis-

== 3o ;1

UT. of Puducherry
Ftmcft

to implement tribunal’s
- award, as modified by .
" SC. The tribunal had said
the scheme will include

Environmental

ASSET AND EQUITY SC affirms that the waters of an
inter-State river passing through the corridors
of the riparian States coristitute national
asset and cannot be said to be located in
any one State. Being in a state of flow,
no State can claim exclusive ownership
of such waters or assert a prescriptive
right 50 as to deprive the other States
of their equitable share

“a specialist body called three whole-time
WHAT NEXT? - the Cauvery Management members appointed
Centre should  Board (CMB) to suipervise by the Centre and
iframe a scheme - reservoir operationsand. ©  representatives of the
within 6 weeks regulate releases j riparian States

sed the contempt petition
against Mr. Siddaramiah.

The 14.75 tme ft for Karna-
taka would be taken from the
192 tmc ft supplied by Karna-
taka from its Biligundlu site
to the Mettur dam in Tamil
Nadu. This means that Kar-
nataka would now supply
177.25tmeft. -

So, out of a total of 740
tme ft available in the 802-
km-long river, the Supreme
Court determined that Kar-
nataka would now get 284.75
(270+14.75) tmc ft, Tamil Na-
du’s share has been reduced
from 419 tmc ft to 404.25 tme
ft, while Kerala and Pudu-
cherry would continue to be
allocated 30 tmc ft and seven

X\

protection: 10 tmc ft

COMPOSITION

The CMB will be an
inter-State forum of
technical experts with

curtails T.N’s share of Cauvery water

Court awards 14.75 tmc ft more to l Tamil Nadu advised to tap 10 tmc ft

of groundwater available with it

inevitable escapages | Total:740
into sea: 4tmcft :

-~

tmc ft, respectively.

The court allowed Pudu-
cherry’s request to grow a se- :
cond crop. However, cultiva- :
43,000 acres. It rejected Ker- legal Opmlon
ala’s request for a diversion :
of the river water for its hy-

tion should be limited to

dro-power projects.

mental protection

for “inevitable escapages”

for distress years.

- Karnataka

hails verdict

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

: BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
on Friday welcomed the
Supreme Court’s verdict in

¢ ‘the Cauvery water dispute.

1t has come as a relief to the
ruling Congress which is
gearing up for the Assembly
elections in April-May. Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said:
“It is not a victory or defeat
for any State in cooperative
federalism. The court order

: has set right injustice meted
: outto Karnataka.” » PAGE §

T.N. will take

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

| CHENNAI

It also maintained the 10 :
tmc ft allocated for environ- :
and :
spared another four tme ft |
: the AIADMK government
into the sea. The judgment, :
however, does not provide :

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami
termed the verdict
“disappointing” and said

would consult legal experts
to make sure that the State

¢ received its rightful share.

: Rejecting the criticism from
i the DMK, he said the State’s
: rights were lost only during
: the DMK regime in 1974.

ey
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Saving Yamuna: Docs, scientists turn
garbage collectors every Saturday

HELPING HAND Green activists clean litter lying along the river’s banks, say they want to send a message about need for conserving Yamuna

Gulam Jeelani . ..
» pulam jeslani@htlive.com

NEWDELHEEvery Saturday after-
noon, agroupofdoctors, scien-
tists and engineers of Delhi put
their stethoscopes and lab coats
asidetotakeup brooms, shovels
and pickaxes.

They then go to the Yamuna
and getdownand dirty toclean
the litter lying along its banks.
This initiative, they say, will not
make the water of the river,
bearing the burden of Delhi’s
sewage, drinkable. The
instead, is to send a message
about the need for conserving
Delhi’s lifeline.

This weekend, Vi

ow we cannot clean
But we
=an the garbage
banks Wecannot
r government
.~ said Dixit, 38.

dea, which has now
=aweekly feature. came
w years ago. Dixit, then
ed at Maulana Azad
Meadical College, whiledriving
through ITO, would notice the
evyesore on the river banks on
both sides and wanted to do
something. Asthe wordspread,
a couple of his friends got on
board and decided to do some-

70% of the river is .
b0

AR

u Every Saturday afternoon, a group of doctors, scientists and

into the river

Of these, four main drains-
Najafgarh, Najafgarh supplemen-
tary, Shahdara and Barapullah, are
the key contributors to pollution

Estimated amount spent in
cleaning Yamuna: Over Rs 2,000
crore in more than two decades

_Green crusaders fora dying river

shovels and pickaxes to clean the Yamuna. HT PHOTO
Facts about Delhi's lifeline river | How toxic is Yamuna in Dethi? Why is Yamuna important?
® Around 22 drains flow directly & The level of ammeonia in Yamuna ®0f the 900 MGD of water

has breached the safe limit

in 13 of 17 places between
Haryana and Delhi, says Central
Pollution Control Board report
on February 16

® Most of the ammonia was coming

from drains in Delhi, it says

engineers of Delhi pick up brooms,

® The toxic water not only Is unfit

distributed in Delhi, nearly 60%
comes from Haryana through
Yamuna

to be treated for drinking, it also
poisons the groundwater and any
fruit and vegetable that grows on
its floodplain

thing for theriver.

“Earlier, we thought that peo-
ple might think that we are
doing this for publicity. It took
us many months to decide
before we hit the banks for
cleanup,” said Dr Rishi Solanki,
37, who works as senior forensic
expert at Aruna Asif Ali hospi-
tal.

Fromagroupof three people,
the initiative has now brought
together nearly 430 people who

joinindependingon theneedto
clean the ghats.

“Most of us are free by noon
on weekends. Some days there
are five people and on other
days there are 35 people. Wedo
not stop our clean-up even if
there is just one person,” said
Mayadhar Barik, 43, whoworks
as a junior scientist in
nuclear medicine departmentof
ATIMS,

Earlier, the group would

clean up the ghats randomly.
Butthat did notfetchresultsas
the garbage heaps would pileup
by the time they returned next
week. “So we decided toselect
one ghat tomake a difference,”
sald, biomedical engineer,
Rakesh Mishra

To make sure the litter
doesn't reappear, thegrouphas
roped il a few local divers
serveasvigilantes Alocalven-
dor has also dona® & SHoat

“‘lf.‘)‘

which comes handy in lifting
garbage from inside the water.
The Yamuna is one of the
most polluted rivers of the coun-
try. A2015report by the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
has termed Yanfuna “almost
dead” because of thefilth thatit
carried.
The stretch of Yamuna

who . between Wazirabad barrage to

downstream Okhl
lessthan 2% oftheriver

receives 70% of the total pollu-
tionload of theriver, according
to CPCB. In October 2017, the
National Green Tribunal(NGT)
asked Delhi governmentand the
DelhiJal Board (DJB)toexplain
why contempt proceedings
should not be initiated against
them for delaying compliance of
orderson the Yamunacleaning
project.

According to Manoj Misra of
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan and peti-
tioner in the Yamuna cleaning
project case, initiatives like
these serve a great deal in
spreading awareness but a lot
stillneeds tobe done.

“These efforts should be
applauded. But weknow itisnot
goingtochangethe statusofthe
river,” said Misra.

BJPBLAMES DELHI
GOVTFORINACTION,
CALLSFORPROBE

Delhi BJP president Manoj
Tiwari on Saturday blamed the
Delhi government’s
inaction for the high levels of
ammoniain the Yamunawater,
making it unfit for human con-
sumption.

Referringtoa Central Pollu-
tion Control Board report,
Tiwari said he has written to
lieutenant governor Anil Baijal
demandinga probeinto the mat-
ter and directions to the Delhi
Jal Board to augment its water
treatment capacity.

“The DJB should be able to
fight the highlevels of pollution
at all four major reservoir
points at Wazirabad, Sonia
Vihar, Dwarka and Okhla in
Delhi, As the capacity to fight
high ammonia levels is till 0.9
ppm, we need to invite experts
and find away totreat water lev-
elsupto3.0t03.5 ppm, whichis
often seen in Delhi,” Tiwari
said He alleged that the Delhi
govern t was indulging in
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States, Centre should accept the finality of
. the Supreme Court's decision op the Cauvery
: ¥ upholding the approach of the Cauvery Water
B Dispute Tribunal, while slightly modifying its
@ward, the Supreme Court has boosted the pros-
Pects of a viable water-sharing arrangement among the
Tiparian States. That it has reduced the Tribunal’s ilo-
cation for Tamil Nadu and raised Karnataka’s share
does detract from the fairness of the decision. It has un-
derscored that no single State has primacy in accessing
Wwater resources and that rivers are national assets. This
is a significant recognition of the principle of equitable
distribution of inter-State Tivers. The Supreme Court's
message is that the Centre should getdown to creatinga
legal and technical framework to implement the Tribu- -
nal’s award, as modified by the judgment. This is the
strongest affirmation so far of 2 basin State’s right to its
share of water on a Tegular basis without having to rush
to the court for ad hoc orders to open the sluices of re-
servoirs during monsoon-deficit years. It may be possi-
ble for either side to cavil at the judgment, questioning
the reduction in quantum of the obligation to adhere to
specified monthly release targets, but these would be
exercises in political partisanship rather than legitimate
grievances warranting legal redress, Tamil Nadu, as a
State that has seen agrarian distress in its delta districts,
ought to be satisfied with any prescribed allocation be-
ing met as per a schedule. Karnataka can take heart
from the reduction in its mandatory release target and
the additional share for Bengaluru. Neither State, in any
case, should be aggrieved by the stipulation that equity
isatthe heartof a water-sharing arrangement,
Resolving an inter-State water dispute is mainly
about balancing the competing genuine demands angd
interests of each State and coming up with a Pragmatic
sharing arrangement. Rather than looking at the cou: "
decision fron: the narrow prism of the quantum of allp- ‘
cation, the parties would do well to see this as the cul- g2

They should pose no further impediment to the smooth i
implementation of the order and be prepared, forthe | .
next IS years; to share both the bounty and distress
caused by nature. By dithering, the Centre has not co-
vered itselfin glory throughout this Protracted dispute,

e

s
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Myanmar dam ¢ on bord(,r womes Mampur vlllage

Stokes fears of submergence and water
scarcity; administration orders survey

RAHUL KARMAKAR

- GUWAHATI

A dam being constructed by :

Myanmar across a river close

. ‘to the boundary with India
* has stoked fears of submer-

gence and water scarcity
among border villagers in
Kengjoi subdivison of Mani-
pur’s Chandel district.

Last week, residents of
Khangtung village reported
to district officials about the
dam being built by Myanmar
authorities  barely: 100
metres from the zero line
separating the two coun-
tries. International rules
warrant border countries to

check activities.in No Man’s

Land - a 150-metre strip on
either side of the boundary
line.

The dam, called Tuidim-
jang, is on the Twigem river
flowing into Myanmar from
Manipur. Khangtung, inha-

130 km south qf Manipur
~capital Imphal i

‘Fears genl.lme'

“Local people  have. 'sent' !
photos anci raised concern.
The dam appears to be e

new and small one, but the
fear of the yvillagers is ge-
nuine. We are, sending a
team next week to survey

the dam construction site .
and get the coordinates. A
~report will be made this
~ week for sending to New

Delhi via the State govern-
ment,”  Chandel . Deputy
Commissioner K. Krishna

. told The Hindu.

Houkholen Haol'up; secre-
tary of the Chandel unit of
the Thadou Students’ Asso-

- ciation (TSA), did not rule
out the possibility of China
assisting Myanmar in build-

ing the dam. “The topogra-
phy of the area is such that

bited by the Thadou tribe, is Khangtung and other Indian
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Manipur

t"[

L

villages will be submerged if
the dam comes up. The vil-

lagers, dependent on the riv:

er, are already facing water.
scarcity. Efforts to get in

. touch with officials and con-

tractors in Myanmar have
been in vain,” he said.

The TSA has: written to , |project will have huge nega-.
tive social, cultural and eco

)//

fs I e
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The Thpes of India (A)
Ialive

Nongthombam  Biren, . re:

questing intervention, - -
“When the dam is com-

pleted, the entire Khangtung

‘village will be inundated and
the villagers will face untold,

miseries and require reloca-

" tion and rehabilitation. This -

nomic impact on the resi:

. dents of Khangtung and
other Indian, villages,” TSA

secretary general Michael
Lamjathang Haokip said in

. the letter-to Mr. Biren.

~ Manipur has had issues

with:internal dams too. In’
June 2015, a tribal village

Chief = Minister - ti ial, cult : - named Chadong in Ukhrul : i i am is built.

district was submerged by
the Mapithel dam on river
Thoubal. =
Construction of the Ma-
pithel dam, initially known
as’ Thoubal * Multipurpose
Project that aimed to pro-
duce 7.5MW of power, irri-
gate 21,862 hectares of land
and provide 10 million gal-

gan in 1989 amid protests

5 from people downstream.

Elders of Chadong village

had inked an understanding

with the State government in
1996 for an alternative settle-
ment, but the 800-odd vil-
Iagers stayed put during the
submergence 19 years later

as the government had failed:

~ lons of drinking water, be-

Il

to 'provide a proper reloca- ;

tion SIIL

The Khuga dam south of

Manipur’s Churachandpur
town has hit turbulence too.

Taken up in 1980, the pro-

ject lay dormant until 2002
leading to cost escalation
from the initial 15 crore to
£381.29 crore in 2009

The pro_]ect sanction by
the Planning Commission; :
was said to have inherent| !
flaws, as a result of which
the power component of
1.5MW incorporated in the
initial design was scrapped
despite near-completion of a
powerhouse. :

‘Controversy has = also !
dogged Tipaimukh, the me-
ga hydroelectric project pro-
posed on river Barak in Ma-
nipur 35 years ago, Dhaka is
against the project, as Barak :
flows into Bangladesh from !
Manipur through southern = :
Assam and feeds the Surma  :
and Kushiara: rivers in ‘the” -
country. i

At least three a.nn dam or-
ganisations in Manipur and
downstream - Assam  have
been protesting against the' :
Tipaimukh project to be

 built by the National Hydroe-

lectric Power Corporation !
Ltd. Apart from large-scale, :
submergence, they fear eco- :
logical degradation, if the :
dam is built :
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ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 16

UNDERLINING THAT “drinking
water requirement” has to be
placed “on a higher pedestal”,
the Supreme Court Friday
increased Karnataka's share of
the Cauvery waters by 14.75
thousand million cubic feet, rais-
ing it from 270 tmc ft awarded
by the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal in February 2007 to
28475tmeft.

This means that Tamil Nadu
will now get 404.25 tmc ft, as
2gainst 419 tmc ft awarded by
the Tribunal. But Tamil Nadu has
been compensated by being al-
lowed extraction of 10 tmc ft
groundwater.

The share of the other two
states in the decades-old
dispute, Kerala and Puducherry,
remains unchanged at 30 tmc ft
and 7 tmc ft respectively,

In the 14.75 tmc ft hike for
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu's 10 tme
ft groundwater has been fac-
tored along with 4.75 tmc fton
account of Bengaluru's emer-
gence as a “global city” with
growing water needs. Karnataka
will now be required to release
only 177.25 tmc ft water to Tamil
Nadu every year, as against 192
tmc ft earlier.

Delivering its verdict, the
three-judge bench of Chief
Justice Dipak Misra and Justices
Amitava Roy and A M
Khanwilkar also asked the
Centre to frame a scheme within
six weeks toimplemnent its deci-
sion.

Partly allowing an appeal
filed by Karnataka against the
Tribunal’s decision, the bench
agreed with the state’s con-
tention that the city of Bengaluru
needs more water for its domes-
tic needs — the state had said
thatthe Tribunal had accounted
for only one-third of the city in
the Cauvery river basin.

“The Tribunal had drastically
reduced the share of Karnataka
towards domesticand industrial
purpose for the reason being
that only 1/3rd of the city of
Bengaluru falls within the river

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

“DRINKING WATER ON HIGHER PEDESTAL’

Craises Karnatakg’é
Cauvery share, lets”/

groundwater

@% W) s Heraln/ \%/ %/yéi :

Karnataka hasto release 177.25 tmc ft every year

TRIBUNALIN 2007 SCVERDICT

Tamil Nadu 419* . 40425
Karnataka 270 284.75
Kerala 30 30
Puducherry 7 7
TOTAL : 740 - T 740
*in thousand million cubic feet
SUPREME COURT EXPLANATION .
BSeveredroughtconditions  waterinTamil Nadu and
inKarnatakaanditslimited =~ 4.75TMC for Bengaluru
accessanduseof thesurface W Accepted the findings
flow of Cauvery of the Tribunal in the

- E10TMC more because case of Keralaand

Lof’availabilityofgmund Puducherry

= 28]
7

Karnataka’s Cauvery share

5 8L
basin and also on the presumption that 50% of the drinkin
water requirement would be met fram ground water suﬁpfﬁ\
The said view taken by the Tribunal ignores the basic pringi-
ple pertaining to drinking water and is, thus unsustainable.
Keeping in mind the global status that the city has attained,
an ;ddil:ion 0f4.75TMCis awarded to Kamataka,” the beny

aid. . .
OnBengaluru, the bench said that the city “has burgeog:D
over the years and has grown today into a progressively so-
phisticated, sprawling, vibrant and 2 much aspired seat of in-
tellectual excellence, particularly in information technol

and commercial flourish, Ithas transformed into a nerve cen-
tre of contemporaneous significance and its population is daily
on _the n'se.'thus, registering an ever enhancing demand for all
Qvicamenities”,

“Having regard to its exclusive attributes, it is incompara-
ble in many ways not oy to other urban areas in the state,
but also beyond. The Tequirements of its dependant popula-
310’1 a;_s awhole for drinking and other domestic purposes,

erelore, cannot justifiably, in the revailing circumstances,
be truncated to their prejudice oﬂ?v for consideration of its

7]

physical location in the context of the river basin ™

The court said "drinldngmterrewimcﬁﬂtmm
popuhﬁonofaﬂhsmxahswbapiazdmamm@al
aswetreatitasa Mera:dxicaﬂy&nﬂammﬁm;faq—
uitable distribution”.

Inamiving at itsdecisimxﬂtmmﬁﬁmdr‘nm
ple of equitable apportionment” recognised by international
'nﬂesonwatersharmglike"meﬂdsmﬁnﬂes.@mm
and Berlin rules”. The court noted that the spirit of these nudes
}udaisobeenmcurpommdm!%mmmm
and “have beenregardedtnbemegmajng&cmrﬁnﬁow-
ing disputes qua apportionment of water of an inter-state
river”.

The Tribunal was constituted on June 2, 1990 following a
complaintlodged by Tamil Nadu with the Centrein july 1986.

The bench did not agree with the findings of the Tribunal
that the dataon availability of groundwater in Cauvery basin
inTamil Nadu was based on conjecture and allowed the state
to extract 10 tmc ft, out of 20 tmc ft groundwater,

_ “The admission of facts along with the confirmatory em-
pirical data suggests that around 20 tmc ft of groundwateris
available beneath the surface in Tamil Nady which the Tribunal
has not taken into account citing it as a conjecture, We, while
keeping in mind the risks associated with over-extraction of
underground water, deem it fit that 10 tmc ftof the said avail-
able groundwater in Tamil Nady can, in the facts and eircum-
stances of the present case, be accounted for inthe final deter-
mination of its share.” it said.

The apex court found nothing incorrect in the final deter-
mination of the irrigated area arrived at by the Tribunal for
Tamil Nadu. “We do not find any perversity of approach in the
Tribunal’s findings with regard to the allocation of water for do-
mestic and industrial purposes in the State of Tamil Nadu,
Hence, the same requires no interference,” it said.

The bench said that in view of the “acute scarcity of the
water resources” and the intensely contested claims of the
states, it is expected that the allocations hereby made would
beutilised for the purposes earmarked and accepted and “no
deviancy is shown in carrying out the verdict of this court”,

"
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Karnataka happy, TN ‘shocked’

CAUVERY VERDICT Decision may boost Cong FALLOUT Opposition leaders blame AIADMK
chances in K'taka assembly poll later this year government for unfavourable SC decision

VikamGopal . . KVLakshmana s criticism and said the reduction
= vikram.gopaihilive.com » Kakshmana@hive.com in allocation was disappointing
but welcomed the formation ofa
BENGALURU: For Karnataka chief CHENNAL: Oppusition parties in ~ water management board. “Itis
minister S8iddaramaiah, the TamilNaduattemptedtoturnup  unfair to take into account the
Cauvery verdict could not have the he&a; on the All India Anna groundwatbtflevelm‘amﬂ!\’adu
comeat a better time, Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam todecide quantum of water,”
The Supreme Court’s deci- (ATADMEK) government on Fri- Hisdeputy, O Panneerselvam
siontoincrease thestate’sshare day after the Supreme Court said the government will work
of water, and provide special reduced its share of Cauvery dilipently to get to farmers and
o e AT A -
relief for the senior Congress commi i on cubic feet of water appor-
leader and might just boost his outthatthe verdictheldseveral tionedbythe Supreme Court.
prospectsinassemblyelections : . i positives for the southern state. “When did the DMK get us
later this year. Thejudgmeﬂt has ‘geographic ... - Themainoppositionparty,the Cauvery water? I would like to
e location of Tamil Nadu | Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam remind that the DME regime.
partly allowed our m;:nsb that h:ston;ally gnm uﬁd ti}mgmmster;ﬁ E despitI:d b@ﬁ m the Con-
it has been depende:! iswamitoholdanall-party  gress- evenget
- appeal and has also taken on Dthe,"mtei’for 'tr;t meetingand soughthisresigna-  the tribunals final award pub-
tion. “Thegovernmenthadfailed lished in the Central gazetie”
the g@pdmter E?J:; ne;s:-rAf?:win toretaineven whatwater(DMK ~ Panneerselvam said, lauding
availability in the delta St chief M) Karunanidhi had formerchiefministerJ Jayalalit.
1 : s from Karnataka, s one secured for the state,” party haaforher “historicbattie” over
region of Tamil Nadu into of its Iifeiknes warkingpresidentMEStalintold  Caavery wates.
= id consi 3 media. “It wasashocking setback The strongest reactions came
Earnataka irrigation minis- derat:on. for Tamil Nadu(TN), whichisthe  from the farming community,
ter MBPatil welcomed thedeci-  SIDDARAMAIAH, Kamataka resultoftheabsolutelypoorper-  which feared an adverse impact
sion but said the state’s Cchief minister formanceoftheT'I':mﬂNaduhw- on crops because of the reduced
demands had only partially yersinthe 8C. The government  share of water, But many also
been met. left more than a decade ago. miust accept responsibility and ~ expressed hope that they would
“The additional 4.75 thou- The Cauvery basinaccounts resign,” said seniorDMK leader  finally receive water without
sandmillion cubicfeetof water  for60seatsof the 224 seatsin the Duraimurugan. long delays and reposed faith in
for Bengaluru will not suffice  assembly. The Congresswon 30 Filmstar-turned-politician  the SC-mandated river water
and we will consult with the ofthesein2013. Kamal Haasan said he was managementboard.
legalteam on the way forward.” Political analyst Narendar shockedatthereductionin TN’s “Ttisthefailure ofthe TN gov-
Former chief minister and  Pani, faculty at the National share and called for farmers in ernment topresent its case prop-
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Institute of Advanced Studies, bothstatestocometogetherand  erly in the SC,” said C Nallas-
leader BS Yeddyurappa called  said the verdict was already forma*Cauvery family”. “Now  wamy, secretary of the Federa-
foraplantoutilisetheincreased  being credited to Siddarama- weshouldnotallowpoliticiansto  tion of Tamil Nadu
quantum of water inajudicious :Eh;s stewardship. :g‘;esi%;ne- msledgle inAtt};is ta?knsd wgrk mg a Agricu]m.rﬂar alistsAssoma_d t'hﬁonBut
manner, ateimpressionis iddar- solution wi andnegotia- some farmers said they were
“Supreme Court’sverdicton amaiah managed to get Karna- tions,” said the actor, who is  readyto accept the verdict and
the Cauveryiswelcomeandwill  taka the increased quantum of slated to launch his political only wanted Karnataka tokeep
helpourfarmersandeaseBen- water,” hesaid, partylaterthis month. . upitsend of the bargain.
galuru's drinking water prob- According to Pani, as the Hislong-timescreenrivaland “Wewelcomethejudgmentas
lem.” legal strategy belonged to the actor Rajinikanth, whohasalso  itisfor the first time that the SC
Siddaramaiah, who joined state, the Supreme Cnprt deci- : - Nadl sshare o Cauwery ; announced hisforayintopolitics, hasdeclared thatthe waterisnot
the Congressmzoos,mvymgfor sion will be seen as a victory of isputes Tnbunal halds the river water to 77725 thousang E:al.leqtheverma disappointing.  the property of Ka.mataki a.rgd
re-election onaplank of farmer th? government. two British era agreements million cubic feet (tm : 'TamﬂNadugvvmmex_atshoul!i must beshared with others,” said
welfare and overall develop- ‘Politically, itisabigvictory valid but all sta s il -} down from 192 trhcft tg.ke"steps tofilea review peti- P Ayyakannu, state vice-presi-
ment. for him as _the Cauvery has_a by a tribunalin 2007~ tion,” he was quoted assayingby dentofthe BharathiyaKisan San-
HefacestheBJPandtheJan- very emotive appeal in this ; 2 newsagency ANL gam, afarmersbody in the state.
ata Dal (Secular), the party he  area,” he added. Palaniswami dismissed the (Withagency inputs)
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