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Radha Mohan attacks Cong on agri
distress, says ‘Vidarbhanot Italy’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Thane, 18 April

The water crisis is the fall-
outof the “fanlty planning™
by previous regime, Union
minister Radha Mohan
Singh today claimed as he
took a dig at top Congress
leadershipover the plightof
farmers saying “Vidarbha is
not Ttaly™.

“It's vou the people of
Indiaand notpeople of Ttaly
who had elected them to
power and (as a result)suf-
fered for so many years.

“Thewater crisisyouare
facing is due towrong plan-
ning of that government.
Mow is the time to rectify
thingsand put them in place,™
the Union agriculture min-
ister said addressing afarm-
ers'rally in Bhiwandi talu-
kaof the district. Healleged
various measures for farm-
ersundertaken by previous
government failed to reach
the end-beneficiaries as they
were “riddled with leak-
ages”. Taking adig at Con-
gress president Sonia Gand-

—_—
|

Vidarbha is not ltaly
and one should realise
this. These people do
not know what is the
difference betiween
cereals and vegetables
and they come to assist
farmers

hi, he said, “Vidarbha isnot
Italy and cme should realise
this. These people do not
know what is the difference
between cereals and veg-
etables and they come to
assist farmers.”
Launchinga frontal attack
on Congress, he told farm-
ers that taxes they are pay-
ing to gover nment are now

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9780237?show=print

“exclusively” used for their
welfare. “The tax money is
not swindled and there isno
corruption like previous
times. The money which
got swindled in 2G and Coal-
gatescams is petting deposit-
ed in government's Kitty
now. There will be no short-
age of money for farmers,”
he said.

The ohjective of the
Narendra DMModi-led NDA
government is to provide
electricity and water to every
citizen by March 2018, Singh
said. Helisted various mea-
sures taken by the Centre for
the benefit of farmers.

“More than 550 markets
incountry will get connected
by Warch 201 & through e-mar-
ketinglink. Farmers sitting
in one mandi will know the
rates in other mandisand can
get best of the price for his
produce. In this system the
middlemen will get elimi-
nated,” hesaid and added irri-
gation plan is being pre-
pared for 335 districts under
respective district collec-
tors,
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Water crisis
forcing people
out of state: BJP

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, AFRIL 18

Arcusing the state govern-
ment of failing to make
arrangements to tide owver
the acute water scarcity in
the state, the BJP today
claimed that a large number
of people were migrating to
Punjab and Haryana with
their cattle in search of waten

At a press conference
today, state BJP general
secretary and sitting MLA
Rajiv Bindal said the acute
water shortape, which was
already grave, was bound to
aggravate in the months of
May-June., “I am shocked
that despite people moving
to the border areas of Pun-
jab and Haryvana along with
their cattle, the state gowv-
ernment is unmoved and
has no contingency plan in
place,” he said.

Bindal said people from
variows  panchayats  like
Palion, Kaunawala,
Trilokpur in Sirmaur and
some from parts of TTna had
migrated to Haryvana and
Punmjab as their native
places had no alternative
water arrangements o
meet the water require-
ments of their animals,

He demanded that by now
the pgovernment should
have made arranpements to
provide fodder to the people
and also a subsidy on it

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9780273?show=print
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BBMB starts low-level
inspection ot Pong Dam |

Vijay Mosaw
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 18
The decision of Punjab and
Rajasthan to defer repair
work at the Harike barrage
has enabled the Bhakra
Beas Management Board
(BEMBE) to begin the much-
needed low-level inspection
of the Pong Dam in
Himachal Pradesh to review
the structural health of parts
that remain submerged.

Sources in the BEME said
the Punjab Irrigation Depart-
ment had earlier scheduled
to carry out repair of the bar-
rage's pates from April 25,
whichwould have taken over
two weeks to complete.

However, at the coordina-
tion committes meeting held
here on April 15, it was con-
veyed to the EEME that the
work had been postponed for
the time being due to techni-
cal reasons,

The Harike barrage lies on
the Sutlej river in Fer-
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The dam's inspection comes after the decision to defer the
repair of the Harike barrage.

ozepur district and is the
source of the Indira Gandhi
Canal, also known as the
Rajasthan feeder.

While the Harike barrage
is controlled by Punjab,
Rajasthan bears the expen-
diture for its maintenance
as the state is the prime
berneficiary of the canal

“Our plans for lew-level
inspection at Pong had been
pending. Repair at Harike
would have required cdosing
the bamage gates, thereby
forcing reduction of water

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9776153?show=print

mlease  from Pong  and
Bhakra. This would have
mised reservoir levels and
inspection would not have
been  possible” a  senior
EEME officer said. It is after
about 10 yvears that such an
inspection i being carried
out, Low-level inspection
entails examining structures
such as pen stocks and water
intakes, which are othe rwise
inaccessible, for  possible
cracks, damage, weakness,
glit debris accumulation and
structural integrity.
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Rajasthan to Haryana, \_z_lllagers take the cue; Only water queues will do

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 18
Rajasthan is in the grip of a
water crisis with 19 out of the
33 districts being affected by
drought. This has prompted
the state government to send
trains carrying water to
parched  Bhilwara  and
| tankers to other areas facing
acute shortage.

If the situation in
Rajasthan isbad, in parts of
Haryana, it is worse, 3o
much so that many crisis-
ridden villages in Ellen-
abad area of Sirsa are meet-
ing their daily requirement
of drinking water from
Rajasthan, Villagers from
Karamsana in Ellenabad

say they have been pur-
chasing water from a neigh-
bouring Rajasthan village
for 400 per tanker

Residents of Mithanpura,
Ehari Surera and Chilkani
Dhab have been witnessing a
similar situation. Fatehabad
villages, too, are reeling from
water scarcty.

KK Verma, Superintend-
ing Engineer with the
Public Health Engineer-
ing Department in Sirsa,
say s the Bhakra canal sys-
tem was closed for a few
days for eleaning purpose,
but as far as these villages
are concerned, rarely
reached there as per the
requirement as they fall
on the tail-end.

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9780285?show=print

While the Mewat region
has again been facing water
woes, reports from Bhiwani
and Hisar pointed to an
acute shortage of drinking
and irrigation water.

, :DigitalEdition

Owing to years of water
scarcity, farmers of Umra-
vat village in Bhiwani have
started selling off their
land. *T had to sell off my 2
acres three years ago as the

-
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91 reservoirs left with
just 25 pc of capacity

Data from the Ministry of Water
Resources show that till March-
end, water level in @1 major
reservolrs in the courtry had
Just 25 per cent of their capacity
It's 30 per cent lower than
the last year and 25 percent
less than the average storage
inadecade

WATER PANGS: Feople gueue
up for drinking waterat a
village in Hisar. TRIBUNE PHOTD

land had turned barren and
now [ work in alocal factory
as a labourer for a meagre
salary of ¥5,000." said
Shambu Kaushik.
Dayanand Poonia, Kisan

Sabha state secretary, said
the situation was worrisome
in 19 villages under Siwani
Mandi block of the district
as farmers were left with no

grain to eat. SK Tyagi, XEN,

said  water would be

received from the canal as
scheduled on April 22.

In Roshankhera village of

Hisar, residents said the
area had turned unfit for
human survival, forcing
migration to the adjoining
towns of Hansi and Hisar,

In adjoining Kinnar village,
the potable water tanksin the
waterworks have gone dry
several days ago.

SE Angad Singh said the
shortage occurred due to
closure of Bhakra Main line
canal, which supplied water
to Hisar and adjoining dis-
tricts. “The repair and
desilting has been done and
water is likely to reach His-
ar by tomorrow,” he said.
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19 districts in Rajasthan drought-hit

e PTI

Quenching thirst:The desert State is in the grip of an acute water crisis.- FILE PHOTO

State govt sending water trains to parched Bhilwara and tankers to other affected areas

The desert State of Rajasthan is in the grip of a water crisis with 19 out of the 33 districts being drought affected, with the government sending
water trains to parched Bhilwara and tankers to other areas facing acute shortage.

Nearly 17000 out of the total 44672 villages are facing water crisis and transportation of water through rail in Bhilwara and by tankers in
other areas has already started by the state public health and engineering department.

“We have already allocated Rs.50 lakh to each district to carry out necessary works to improve water supply.

Transportation of water has been started from Nasirabad to Bhilwara and water is being supplied through tankers in other parts of the state
where it is required,” PHED Minister Kiran Maheshwari said.

“90 per cent of water—related schemes in the state are dependent on ground water but the ground water table is going down therefore surface
water is also being used. Repairing of handpumps is underway in the State and alternate arrangements are also being made,” she said.

She said that 2-3 handpumps are being repaired in a day by labourers and the department has decided to procure mechanized vehicles so that
7 handpumps could be repaired in a day.

Presently, 421 teams are working to repair nearly 7 lakh handpumps.

She said that at the cost of Rs.10 lakh per day, water is being supplied to Bhilwara through trains. Water tankers are also being sent to the
places facing water shortage.

Ajmer, Banswara, Baran, Barmer, Bhilwara, Chittorgarh, Churu, Dungarpur, Hanumangarh, Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Jalore, Jhunjhunu, Jodhpur,
Nagaur, Pali, Rajsamand, Udaipur and Pratapgarh are the districts which are affected.

7364 villages
worst-affected

Superintend Engineer of the department Akhil Kumar Jain said 7364 villages are the worst affected due to water shortage and said efforts
were being made to minimise the drinking water Former Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has demanded relief works from the government.

Mr Gehlot demanded an emergency plan to meet the challenge and to provide relief to people in water crisis.

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/19-districts-in-rajasthan-droughthit/article8491809.ece?css=print 1/2
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“The government should ensure water supply through tankers otherwise it may create a law and order problem in the state. The government
has not started relief work which should have been already started,” Mr Gehlot told reporters.

Mr Pilot also said that the government should prepare a policy to provide relief and should make proper arrangements for fodder and water
for cattle, and potable water for public.

This year, rainfall was deficit in nine districts of Bhilwara, Bharatpur, Dholpur, Karauli, Sawaimadhopur, Jaipur, Alwar, Dausa and
Pratapgarh.- PTI
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No new sugar mills in Marathwada for 5 yrs

region,” state Revenue and Agriculture
Minister Eknath Khadse said.

In anotherdecision meant to save water,
the government plans to make drip irnga-
tion comp ulsory for all sugar mill s across the
state. Data from the ministry of agnculture
shows that only 20-25 per cent sugar mills
have implemented drp irngation. A major-
ity of the sugar mills drawwater fromdams.
But the dilemma for the government, offi-
cials said, is that sugarcane growers seek
higher subsidy to implement dripirngation.

The government is now seeking the Israel

govemment's expertise and trying to make
drip irrigation a less expensive process.

“There cannot be any justification for al-
lowing so many sugar mills in Marathwada.
As a uniform rule, the government should
ensure that any district with less than 700
mm rainfall should not be allowed sugarcane
cultivation,” Chitale had said.

Former chief minister Prithviraj Chavan,
too, had suggested that permission to set up
sugar mills should not be given in drought-
hitregions.

Fadnavis alsoemphasised on a re-look at

crop patterns according to soil heath and wa-
ter availability in each region, to
ensure that huge investments put in
by farmersare comme nsurate with the yield.
Osmanabad district collector Prashant
MNarnaware said, “In my district, where the
average rainfall is less than 450 mm, the
‘Beyond Cane' campaign has worked to the
farmers' advantage. Outof 48,000 hectares,
23 000hecares will not grow sugarcane. The
farmers are going for pulses which require
less water, floriculture and horticulture with
guidance from the agriculture ministry.”

The IndianEXPRESS Tue. 19 April 2016
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No new sugar mills in Marathwada for 5 yrs

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
MUMBAI APRIL 18

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment is set to enforce a five-year
ban on sanctioning new sugar
mills
Marathwada region, which is
facing a severe drinking water
CHsis,

At a core committee meeting

of cabinet ministers led by Chief

in the drought-hit

Minister Devendra Fadnavis, it
was decided to ban new sugar
mills in Marathwada, which
comprises eight districts —
Aurangabad, Jalna, Beed,
Parbhani, Latur, Hingoli,
Osmanabad and Manded.

The government's decision is
in line with the recommenda-
tions of the Madhav Chitale
committee, which was set up
when the Congress-NCP govern-
ment was in power. The panel

The IndianEXPRESS Tue: 19 April 2016

epaper editions Spaper. indianexpress. com/c/9780186

had pointed out that sugarcane
requires a large amount of water
to cultivate.

Of the 202 sugar mills in
Maharashtra, 40 per cent are in
Marathwada region.
Maharashtra accounts for 32 per
cent of the total sugar produc-
tioninthe country.

“ltis virtually not possible to
sanction new sugar mills for the
next five years in Marathwada

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

UNDERFIRE, PANKAJA
SKIPS CABINET MEET
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LLESSONS OF THIRST

Apart fromincreasing the irrigation budget, Maharashtra
must focus on improving the efficacy of fund use

ITH THE CONTINUING drought in Maharashtra, the issue of iriga-
tion policy has yet again gained prominence, Spe aking at the Express
Adda on Friday, Nitin Gadkan, Union minister forroad transportand
highways, who also hails fromthe Vidarbha region, has seemingly
not sparedthe ruling BJP-5ena government in the state for not pre paring for the water cri-
sis, while stating that "drought is not an overnight phe nomenon”. Further, he has sought
that the state gove mme nt invest more in irrigation projects. “Telangana, which isone-third
of Maharashtra, has given Rs 25,000 crore for irrigation projects. A big state like Maha-
rashtra has a budgetof just Rs 7000 crore for irrigation projects”, Gadkari pointed out.

The ministeris not wrong in sugeesting that irrigation be accorded top priority, espe-
dally ina state where large parts of the Marathwada and Vidarbha regions are prone to
regular droughts, However, looking atIndia's chequered history of implementing major
canal irrigation projects, it is unlikely that mere higher budget allocations would guaran-
tee improved results. For instance, the Congress-NCP government in the state, which was
in power earier, was accused of spending noless than Rs 70,000 crore on irrngation proj-
ects without leading to any increase in netirrigated area. A re port by the comptrollerand
auditor general of India had, likewise, panned Y 5. Rajasekhara Reddy's Congress govern-
mentin undivided Andhra Pradesh for squandering Rs 72,000 crore on mega irigation
projects whose benefits were only “illusory”.

Beyond just the overall bud get allocation, there are wide regional disparities, not just
within the state but also in the country to take care of. Forinstance, within Maharashtra,
90 per cent of Marathnwada is bereft of any irrigation faality. Clearly, just increasing the
budget allocation or announdang new projects is notenough. The important thing is how
this money, aimed at improving irrigation potential, is spent. In this regard, Maharashitra
can learn from the administrative reforms undertaken by Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh
in the recent past. These aimed primarily at bridging the gap between irrigation capac-
ity areated and 1mrigation capacity utilised, by ensuring periodic de-silting and mainte-
nance of canals. Ulumately, water used for agriculture, whether from the ground or
through canals, has tobe priced toreflect scaraty value and ensure judidous use, Only then
will farmers invest in water-saving technologies. As such, the government can look at
incentivising such crops that are more suitable for a state lacking adequate water.

The IndianEXPRESS Tue. 19 April 2016
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Sugarcane: how a sweet success story went sour

_S
o hdad Sharad Vyas

The Hindu
The case against sugarcane is that it guzzles water, forcing farmers to sink borewells. —Photo: Vivek Bendre

In this concluding part on the drought in Latur, Sharad Vyas (text) and Vivek Bendre (photographs) look at the reasons for the current
crisis

Every district in Marathwada has a ‘borewell man’, so does Latur. Harish Chandra Yerme holds the dubious distinction of having dug 63
borewells on his 40-acre Mosambi farm, some as deep as 1,000 feet even though the norms permit only 200 feet.

“These have been sunk over 10 years, and half of them are not even working. It was needed to keep the farm going in this non-irrigated belt,”
says caretaker Shankar Dusnale.

The indiscriminate use of groundwater has been the bane of Latur. The number of irrigation borewells in Latur stood at 34,778 in 2007, only
second after Nashik at 37,545.

As per groundwater rules, there can be only five borewell per square kilometre. This simply means, in an ideal situation, the 715 sq km of the
10 talukas should have only 3,575 bores. But the unofficial number is 90,000.

“People are not reporting these to save electricity and avoid action. This mentality of digging bores must change,” cautions MS Sheikh, in
charge of the local groundwater survey and development agency (GSDA).

A 2012 GDSA report warned of over-withdrawal of groundwater in Latur and Osmanabad, “attributing to the water intensive cash crop like
Sugarcane, Banana, Grapes and Oranges, which are mostly groundwater dependent”. However, even after knowing the disadvantages of
irrigation borewell — low dependability of yield, low discharge and recuperation rate — farmers were still opting for it, the report said.

“Latur was never a water-sufficient zone, and the sugarcane should have never been grown here without drip irrigation. It is one of the main
reasons for the scarcity. But a powerful sugar lobby kept getting incentives from the government, while oilseeds and pulses got no
encouragement,” explains Ashok Bhutada, chairman of Kirti Agro Limited, a leading dealer in soyabean.

Part 1: The circle of economy, the cycle of drought
Sugarcane, the fall guy

The growing feeling is that sugarcane’s commodity cycle has to end. While cane farmers are being offered unattractive rates by loss-making
sugar factories, there has been a rise in rates of soyabean and pulses currently trading at Rs 4,500 and Rs 9,500 a quintal.

However, Lalitbhai Shah, chairman of the Latur APMC, says, “Yes, it consumes more water, but if we don’t have it then the entire western
Latur economy will collapse. Why is everyone trying to enlighten the farmer, the message to grow or not grow a crop must come to him from
the market.”

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indiscriminate-use-of-groundwater-laturs-bane/article8490893.ece?css=print 12
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The charge against sugarcane is it guzzles over 2,000 mm water in a year, forcing farmers to sink borewells. Initially, factory owners too did
not promote drip irrigation. But Yashwant Rao Patil, former chairman of Raina Sugar Cooperative, says “Nearly 60 per cent of the crop our
factory promoted was with drip irrigation. Blaming sugarcane that had an annual economy of Rs 1,000 crore and improved the lives of
farmers is a bit unfair.”

Poor water governance

When the ‘water express’ chugged into Latur city last week with 5,00,000 litres, people hoped it would solve the city’s crisis where a
population of 4,00,000 has been living without tap water for the past 50 days.

But residents say supply has been erratic for the past year, with the “poorer” parts getting water once every 25 days while some “better-off”
areas getting it every fortnight.

Administrative failure

The network of 70 tankers distributing 5 MLD water daily is at the mercy of the local corporator who obviously pushes for more tankers for
his constituency.

“The problem is that the drought mentality comes back to haunt us again with several schemes and rejuvenation plans put in place after a
crisis, but it is forgotten as soon as monsoon arrives. There seems to be no concrete planning on harvesting and reuse of water,” says water
conservation expert and resident of Savewadi, Amol Govande.

The district administration has undertaken several works and water schemes with the help of non-profit organisations, including promotion
of roof water harvesting, magic pits, and rejuvenation of borewells. But it is yet to completely reduce distribution losses and theft in the local
supply chain.

The administration is yet to install water meters in most households even when taps have been provided in 50 per cent homes under centrally
funded Amrut Yojna.

“The mentality is to lift water from big dams instead of adopting short-term conservation measures. It is the same mindset that is now forcing
them (administration) to say we will lift water from Ujni and Majalgaon dam to meet future needs. For people like us, there is little option but
to shut business,” said local ST (State Transport) canteen contractor Krishna Rao, who says maintaining a business with additional
dependence on tankers is forcing many to shut shop.

(Concluded)

Printable version | Apr 19, 2016 4:22:51 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indiscriminate-use-of-groundwater-laturs-
bane/article8490893.ece

© The Hindu

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indiscriminate-use-of-groundwater-laturs-bane/article8490893.ece?css=print 212



on

joe 8 e
priotiaw

*" . -".4 - o A 4“‘;:/{ ;.A% » i a‘ head

u Hailstorm and heavy thundershower caused major damage in country’s
northeast region. The adverse weather conditions battered more than 100
houses across Meghalaya’s East Garo Hills. The Regional Meteorological Centre .
forecast heavy rains in Assam and Meghalaya over the next three days. HT PHOTO
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NEW DELH!: The Delhi
Government, led by the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), told the
Supreme Court on Monday that
it would not support Haryana in
its dispute with Punjab over thg
sharing of Ravi and Beas watej:

Senior advocate CUSinghtold 1
a constitution bench, headed b!
Justice AR Dave, that the De!
Government would withdra
the written submission submi-
ted last week on behaif of thf
Delhi Jal Board (DJB).

Advocate Suresh Chandra
Tripathi had forwarded ta«

e 0 KRR

note, supporting Haryana.
had argued against the Punjab
government's Termination of:
Agreements Act, 2004, contend-
ing it would lead to water cri-
sis in the capital. Tripathi was
removed on the same day as the
DJB counsel.
The Delhi government’s
. 0 U-turnisseenasapolitical move
in view of the assembly elections
i- inPunjab due in February 2017.
e Singh said a fresh affidavit
a would be filed, retracting the
earlier stand. The bench told him
it would consider the plea only
after Delhi government filed it.
Arguing for Punjab senior
advocate, Harish Salve said
the court hearing was not a
solution to decide the validity
of the 2004 Act.
The Act had nullified Punjab’s
:  water sharing agreements with
»  itsneighbours as the flow in the
Raviand Beas had decreased and
1 itwasnot inaposition to honour
the commitment.
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Snowfall, rains
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! SHIMLA: Fresh snowfall swept
the high altitude tribal areas
of Himachal Pradesh while
mid and lower hills of the
State  experienced ' wide-
spread rains on Monday.

| - Keylong in tribal Lahaul

, and Spiti recorded 13cm of
snow while Rohtang Pass,
Darcha, Mari, Koksar and Pin
valley had 20 cm to 35cm of
snow. ’

Several places in mid and

lower hills and Nahan and

surrounding areas  were
lashed by a squall, o
‘Shimla and surrounding ar-

eas were swept by showers
~and strong winds, . bringing
down the mercury. _
Kalpa in Kinnaur ‘district
was the wettest in the region
with 45mm rains while Baju-
ra. The minimpym and maxi-
mum temperatures dropped
by three to five degrees but
strayed five to eight degtee
above normal across the
State. - PTI '
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Total water storage

New Delhi: With mercury
soaring across the country,
the water storage availability
in India’s 91 major reservoirs
has further dipped — from
3792 billion cubic metre
(BCM)on April 7t035.83BCM
on April 13 — and the trend
shows the decline will conti-
nue till the onset of monsoon.

The water availability on
April 13 was just approxima-
tely 23% of the total storage
capacity (157.79 BCM) of the-
se reservoirs which not only
supply drinking water to ma-
ny towns\cities but also pro-
vide water for irrigation.
Thirty-seven out of these 91
reservoirs have hydro-power
facilities having installed ca-
pacities of more than 60 MW,

The Central Water Com-
mission(CWC)—an apex bo-
dy which monitors water av-
ailability in these key reser-

capacity of 91

major reservoirs
15779 seu

(1 cubic metre =
1000 litres)

Distribution of

- [ESEIVOirs

e Souith India | 31
! West India | /7
East India] 15
¢ Central India | 12
P2 North India | 6

WATER
AVAILABILITY

S

On April 7

BCM
On April 13

35.83

BCM

» Gobind Sagar (Bhakra)
& Pong Dam in Himachal

» Thein in Punjab
> Rana Pratap Sagar

Vaitarna in Maha
> Rihand in UP

» Gandhi Sagar
and Indira Sagar in

in Rajasthan Madhya Pradesh

> Panchet Hill in > Nagarjuna Sagar
Jharkhand in Andhra Pradesh
> Hirakud and Upper > Almati and

Indravati in Odisha

» Ukai and Sardar ~
Sarovar in Gujarat

> Koyana and Upper

" Tungbhadra in K'taka
> Idukki & Periyar

in Kerala

> Mettur & Sholayér
in Tamil Nadu

be attributed to two consecu-
tive drought years. The co-

untry had recorded 12%

summer months, the CWC
has been keeping a- close

voirs—observed that the wa-
ter storageas on April 13 was
67% of the s‘tox"?fe of corre-
sponding pefiodTastVear ™ -
The decline in water sto-
rage to the present level can

deficit monsoon rainfall in
2014 and 14% deficit mon-
soqnrajnfall last year.

" Thofigh it is normal for
water bodies to deplete sh-
arply in the pre-monsoon

YIS

watch on the storage of th-
ese reservoirs so that the
available water can be distri-
buted properly till the mon-
soonrainsarrive.

Most of these reservoirs
get water during June-Sep-

Major reservoirs going
down, trend to continue till it rains

tember’s south-west (sum-
mer) monsoon while reser-
voirs in Tamil Nadu get wa-
ter during October-Decem-
ber’s north-east (winter)
monsoon phase of rainall.
Since the Indian Meteo-
rological Department hasre-
cently predicted good mon-
soon rainfall this year, it is
expected that these reservo-
irs will get enough water du-
ringJune-September period.
The availability of water in
these reservoirs will also gi-
ve aclue to the status of Rabi
crops later this year.
Thirty-oneoutof 91reser-
voirs, meanitored by the
CWC, arein south Indiafollo-
wedby 27 in west,15in east, 12
in central and six in nort-

- hernregion of the country.

At present, the states ha-
ving lesser water in their re-
servoirs than the correspon-
ding period last year are: Hi-
machal Pradesh, Punjab,
West Bengal, Rajasthan,

Jharkhand, Odisha, Guja- -

rat, Maharashtra, Uttar Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Te-
langana, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka and Kerala.



Onl‘yB% water left in
Marathwada dams

Priyanka.Kakodkar !
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: There is only 3%
water left in the dams in dro-
ught-struck Marathwada —
the lowest-ever in this histo-
rically arid region. As many
as eight of theregion’s1lma-
jor dams are at dead storage
level. This means that water
from the dams cannot flow
out but has tobelifted.

This time last year, the wa-
ter level in these dams was
much higher, at 11%. “This is
the lowest water storage in
Marathwada’s history but we
have sufficient water to last
till the monsoon. Dead stora-
gewater canbeusedbuthasto
be pulled out,” said Auranga-
bad divisional commissioner
Umakant Dangat. “We also
have ground water reserves.”

This is the fourth year of
drought in Marathwada in
the last five years. Each of its
8,522 villages has been affec-
ted for two consecutive years.

The state government sa-
id it has already instructed

local officials to prioritise
drinking water. “We have al-

ready cut water supply to in-
dustry. The collectors and di-

q—TTO

The record low levels mean that
water from the dams cannot
flow out but has to be lifted

visiorial commissioner know
thatuseof waterfordrinking
is the top priority,” said state
water resources minister Gi-
rish Mahajan. As many as
2,745 water tankers are being
used in the region compared
t0939 atthis timelast year.
The government has been
sending water by traintoLatur
which faces a severe drinking
water crisis. It has also anno-
unced a 20% water cut to local
breweries and a 10% overall
cut to local industry. “Most su-
garfactorieshavefinished ope-
rations so we have not had to
cut supply for them,” he said.

%ﬁ%ﬁt g%ce zsotf;ehasbe “

sultisthat waterlevelsindams
havedipped dramatically -
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GAP IN AID .

HUNGER GAMES ! Drought-
stricken states vs Centre (Zcr)

Affected districts
“ Amount wanted by states
® Amount approved by Centre

Karnafaka ‘SOJNE P 5248/1 540
Chhattisgarh 26T fﬁ»" ¢ 6,094/1,276
Madhya Pradesh 42NN - 7EE 4,822/2,033
Maharashtra 21 JENNEEENE - 4003/3049
odisha 2610 2,217/ 815
Telangana 7R 2,601/ 791
uttar Pradesh 50J 2,058/ 1,305
Andhra Pradesh 103+ 2,001/ 434
sharkhand 24] 2143/ 337
Rajasthan 19 1N %/ 10,537/ 1,193

NATURAL CALAMITIES : Spending by states & Centre (Xcr)

m States W Centre (NDRF)
20000 16940 20,220 (RE)
15000 10980 13240 (BE)
10000 - 12773
5000 4465 3348
0

2012-13 ° 2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

Source: Rajya Sabha Questions; 11 March 2016

Figures rounded off

t when it comes

19-TTo

to funds too

Annual Centre-State Sparring Over Aid Spells Doom For Farmers

Subodh.Varma@timesgroup.com

elief and compensation
R for farmers and labou-
rers in 10 drought-
stricken states has' become
embroiled in an unseemly ga-
me of pass-the-buck as cash-
strapped states are deman-
ding funds to the tune of near-
ly Rs 42,000 crore from the
Centre which has — so far —
coughed up just about a third
of that, nearly Rs13,000 crore.
Thjs appears to be stan-
dard practice: in the previous
year, 2014-15, which was also a
drought year, five affected sta-
tes had demanded nearly Rs
18,000 crore while the Centre
had doled out Rs 3,350 crore.
Longterm trends show
that relief and compensation
after natural = calamities,
whichisprimarily therespon-
sibility of states, has been ea-
ting up an increasing share of
state government budgets.
For all states put together,

such spending has increased
by over three times in the past
15 years, with some states pro-
ne to droughts and floods ha-
ving to spend even more. In
2001-02, the states spent
Rs 5,012 crore on providing
relief to people from natural

tion of the cost of produce,
any weather calamity like
drought or hailstorms can
spell ruin for farmers.

For the financial year
2015-16, states had budgeted
only Rs 13,240 crore for relief
from natural calamities.

calamities, but thishad
zoomed up to Rs 20,220
crore in2014-15.

The Centre’s share,
which is in addition to
this, comes from the |Z;
National Disaster Reli- 'if
ef Fund, which was

DRY
pUn

This is likely to be ex-
ceeded by a conside-
rable amount in view
of the drought that is
spread across 251 dis-
tricts of the country.
With winter rains fai-
ling in many parts,

mandated by the13thfi-
nance commission to have
Rs 33,581 crore for 2010-2015.
Subsequently, the 14th finan-
ce commission increased this
to Rs 61,219 crore for 2015-20.
The Centre also contributes
to state disaster relief funds.
Since less than a quarter
of the cropped area in India
is covered under any kind
of insurance and also becau-
se the sum insured is a frac-

the drought has furt-
her intensified. The Karna-
taka government has alrea-
dy declared 12 districts as
drought-affected for the rabi
(winter) season which were
part of the 27 drought dis-
tricts for the preceding kha-
rif (summer)season.

So, why istheresuch abig
discrepancy between the sta-
tes’ demands and the Cent-
re’s approvals? Central go-

vernment officials say an in-
ter-ministerial team visits
the drought-affected area in
each state and makes an as-
sessment which is the basis
of approval for relief funds.

State government offici-
als unhappy with the huge
difference say that their as-
sessments are more rooted
in reality and the Centre al-
ways has a tendency to un-
dercut their claims.

The Modi government
had lowered the minimum
damage limit from 50% to
33% for farmers to become
eligible for compensation
and it has also increased the
rate of compensation from
Rs9,000to Rs 13,500 per hecta-
re with a capof twohectares.

But reports from most
states say that even the in-
creased amounts are not
sufficient owing to the
much sharper increase in
costs of fertilisers, seeds,
pesticides and other inputs.
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