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Untreated sewage takes toll on river waters

Of 87 51Ps; only 15 meet standards; 99 CItIeS dlscharge vvaste mto water bodies

AmaN Soop

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PATIALA, APRIL 18

The state has failed miser-

ably to protect and maintain
the quality of its river waters
with untreated sewage find-
ing its way into the water
bodies. Ludhiana continues
to be the major defaulter.
-The paucity of funds is a
major impediment in setting
up sewage treatment plants
(STPs) and  their effective
working. As a result, most
civictbodies continue to dis-
charge untreated waste
directly into the rivers.

At present, 87 STPs are oper-
ational in 67 cities of the state
and only 15 meet the water
quality norms after treatment

torunthese STPs.. -
Asperrecords obtained from
the Punjab Pollution Control

Board (PPCB), a majority of .

the 87 STPs are not function-

ing due to the shortage of

‘Sutlej p‘oll@ited with chemicals in Ferozepur. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

funds with the Local Bodies
‘Department, while many are.
_ unable to meet the set norms
primarily duetolimited funds - d

due to poor upkeep.
Tt is further revealed that
99 cities are yet to set up an

STP. The major cities that

are polluting water chan-
nels include Jalandhar,
Amritsar, Zirakpur, Mohali

‘and ‘Ludhia‘na, where only

two out of five STPs meet
water quality target.
Kahan Singh Pannu, Chair-

man, PPCB,; said: “The moni-

toring of major rivers in the
state indicates that domestic
sewage continues to be the
single largest source of pollu-
tion and if left untreated,

| too has Bcategory
-

could choke the river flow.
Water samples drawn from
the Sutlej, Beas, Ravi and
Ghaggar at certain stations,

confirm to Class E as per

environmental norms.”
“Though the quality of
water along maximum
stretches of the rivers con-
firms to Class B or C (fit for

drinking only after treat-
ment and disinfection), pol-
lution owing to untreated
sewage flowing into the
rivers is on the rise, ” Pannu
said, adding that their
board sends periodic

“reminders and holds hear-

ings on the matter. “In most
cases, the officials con-
cerned -express helpless-
ness due to shortage of
funds,” Pannu said.

Last year, Local Bodies
Minister Navjot Singh Sid-
hu had ordered a depart-
mental inquiry into three
sub-standard and incom-
plete STPs in Bholath, the
constituency of AAP MLA
and Leader of Opposition
Sukhpal Singh Khaira.

He had made the
announcement during in the
Vidhan Sabha in November.
Khaira had demanded a Vig-
ilance inquiry, alleging sub-
standard work of a majority
of STPs.
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