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Quito, 18 May

A strong earthquake mea-
suring 6.7 on the Moment
magnitude scale struck
Ecuador early today, one
month after adevastating 7.8
magnitude quake that killed
some 660 people, the US
Geological Survey said.
Ecuador's national geo-
logical institute, which
measured the quake at 6.8,
said it struck at 2:57 amlocal
time in the South American
country's western Manabi

People remain in the street after the quake.

AFP

region.

US geologists said there
was no tsunami threat from
the quake. It was not imme-
diately known whether
there were casualties or

serious damage. The quake
had a depth of 32 kilome-
ters (21 miles) and was cen-
tered 136 kilometers (85
miles) northwest of Quito,
seismologists said.
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Mercury cosses 46 deg C m Delhl NCR

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE O r- 149
New Delhi, 18 May P" |

The searing loo and a scorching

sun took the mercury to 46.4 de-

grees Celsius in the Delhi NCR re-

gion today. The met department
has declared a "red warning" to
denote a continuing heat wave.
-The situation may prevail for
.three more days.

The Met department said the
-red-level severe weather warnings
are a comparatively rare phenom-

“enon and people are advised to
take action to protect themselves
and their properties.

Delhi recorded a maximum
temperature of 43.7 degrees Cel-
‘gius but the Palam observatory
recorded 46.4 degrees. The mini-
mum temperature in the city was
26.4 degrees Celsius.

The mercury hovered above 40
degrees mark in Punjab and Har-
yana too with Hisar being the hot-
test at 46.8 degrees. Banda in
neighboring Uttar Pradesh sizzled
at 47 degrees.

"Heat wave conditions contin-
ued to prevail at a few places over

P

In the Capital on Wednesday. = Subrata Dutta

Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh ,
Delhi, East Madhya Pradesh , Gu-
jarat and at isolated places over
south Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Ma-
harashtra and Vidarbha," said the
Met department.

Roadside vendors in the Capi-
tal faced a hard time as it became
almost unbearable to stand near
stoves and ovens in the scorching

heat. Sales dipped as most people

preferred to remain indoors, espe-

cially in the air-conditioned com-
fort of their offices and homes.

Rickshaw pullers too had a
tough time. “In this weather it is
hard pulling the rickshaw, but we
have no choice. There were very
few commuters on the road too,”
said a rickshaw puller.

The weather department has
warned that heat wave conditions
with mercury hovering around 44
degrees mark may prevail for the
next few days in Delhi-NCR.

According to an NGO, Centre
for Holistic Development, in 2016
in April and May around 377 un-
identified dead bodies were found.
In 2015 (April to July) more than
1000 unidentified dead bodies
were found. The NGO said most of
the unidentified dead bodies are
of the homeless who might have
died due to heat stroke. The home-
less they fight Delhi's notorious
summer by taking shelter under
trees.

The Met office has forecast
clear skies for tomorrow. “The
skies will be mainly clear. Dust
haze is likely to occur towards
morning and evening. The maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures
are likely to hover around 44 de-
grees and 28 degrees, respective-
1y,” the official said.

Yesterday, the maximum and
minimum temperatures were re-
corded at 43.3 degrees Celsius and
28.6 degrees Celsius respectively.
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North sizzles, maximum temp crosses 50

PHALODI (RAJASTHAN)
505

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHi, MAY 18

EVEN AS parts of Tamil Nadu and
Kerala continued to receive rain-
fall for the third consecutive day,
the whole of west, north and
central India remained in the
midst of a severe heat wave, with
temperatures, both maximum
and minimum, in many places
being in excess of five degree cel-
sius above normal.

The temperature crossed 50
degrees at Phalodi in western
Rajasthan during the day. It
recorded the highest tempera-
ture of 50.5 degrees, the Indian
Meteorological Department said.

Many other places recorded
temperatures over46 degrees Cel-
sius. Most places in Gujarat, Raj-
asthan, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana, western Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh were several degrees
hotter than normal, all recording
temperatures over 42 degrees.

Delhi touched 47 degrees,
while Ahmedabad recorded its
hottest day since 2010at 46.9 de-
grees Celsius. Other major cities,
including Amritsar, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Jodhpur, Kanpur, and

GANDHINAGAR
49

’ JODHPUR
47

MEANWHILE, IN CHENNAI MIN TEMP 23.6°

A man wades his auto through a waterlogged road in
Chennai, which received 3cm rain on Wednesday. P11

Vadodara, had registered simi-
larly high temperatures.

The IMD said the heat wave
was likely to continue for at least
three more days, after which
temperatures are seen to be go-
ing down in many regions. The
forecast is that after the end of
this week, severe heat wave was
likely to be restricted to some
pockets of Rajasthan and Gujarat
only. But the real relief can be ex-
pected only with the onset and

advance of monsoon.

In contrast to the weather in
the north, west and central India,
south and parts of east India re-
ceived showers, with tempera-
tures well below normal.

The entire south Andaman
Sea and Nicobar Islands had al-
ready started receiving monsoon
rainfall, which was expected to
cover the entire Andaman
Islands and some parts of south
Bay of Bengal in the next three or

LUCKNOW
46’

four days, the IMD said.

A deep depression over
southwest Bay of Bengal has
been resulting in rainfall over
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
coast. The depression is likely to
intensify into a cyclonic storm
during the next 24 hours and
bring more rains in the area, in-
cluding on the Odisha coast, over
the next two days.

“Fishermen are advised not
to ventureinto the seaalongand
off Tamil Nadu and Puducherry
during the next 24 hours, along
and off Andhra Pradesh coast
during the next 48 hours and
also and off the Odisha coast on
19th and 20th of May,” the IMD
said in an advisory on
Wednesday.

Chennai received 3 cm rain-
fall by Wednesday evening
while Kakinada recorded 8 cm,
and Nellore 5 cm, according to
IMD.

Not surprisingly, tempera-
tures in these parts have been
below normal, in some places as
much as three degree below
normal. Temperatures in many
places in Bihar, Assam,
Meghalaya, and Kerala, were be-
low normal.
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(Source: indiaweather.in)

IMD: Monsoon to cover
Andaman in three days

NISHANAMBIAR
PUNE, MAY 18

THE INDIAN Meteorological
Department (IMD) Wednesday
formally announced that the
much awaited southwest mon-
soon had made its appearance
over the Nicobar Islands and
would cover Andaman Islands in
the next three days. The IMD
called it a “near normal date” of
the monsoon's advancement.

In its outlook Wednesday,
IMD said that the southwest mo-
nsoon has advanced into some
parts of southeast Bay of Bengal,
entire south Andaman sea and
Nicobar Islands and some parts
of North Andaman sea.

“Even as this advancement
has been forecast, the onset date
issued by IMD stands, said
Sunita Devi, Director (Weather
Central), IMD in Pune. June 1 is
the normal date of the mon-
soon’s onset over Kerala, which

marks the start of the four-
month monsoon season that
brings more than 75 per cent of
India’s annual rainfall. But this
year there is a likely delay of a
week ill June 7, withamodel er-
ror of plus or minus four days.
India receives about 116 cm of
rain every year, and about 8 cm
of this comes in the June-
September period.

The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Lakshadweep start
getting monsoon rain around
May 20. Weather department
officials, however, say that it is
the onset over the Kerala coast
that determines the movement
of the southwest monsoon into
the country.

For declaring the arrival of
the monsoon, at least 60 per cent
of the meteorological stations in
Kerala must record 2.5 mm or
more of rain for two consecutive
days. All rain that occurs before
the onset is described as “pre-
monsopn showers”.

L
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COUNTRY BRACES FOR ANOTHER DRY SPELL

To tackle drought, Centre to Flat food production poses

spend 324,000 crore by

Saubhadra Chatterji

» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE The NDA government
may spend more than half of
its annual rural development
budget by June to tackle drought
and unprecedented shortage of
water across the country.

As Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been meeting chief min-
isters to take stock of the drought
situation across the country, the
Union rural ministry is working
to create a million farm ponds this
year —theessential infrastructure
to hold rainwater in rural habi-
tats. It has also paced up housing
and road construction in a bid to
provide more jobs in this time of
distress. The rural development
ministry was allocated 87,765
crore for this financial year in
the last general budget.

“Wehavean annual MGNREGA
budget of X38,500 crore. OQut of it,
we have already released 319,340
crore. By June we are likely to dis-
tribute an additional 10,000 crore
under MGNREGA. This money
is primarily targeted to tackle
drought,” said a senior official of
the rural ministry.

Top government officials said
housing construction under the
Pradhan Mantri Grameen Awas

June

Yojna, the rural roads and liveli-
hood mission, was set to consume
another 320,000 crore as these were
seen as key areas of employment
generation. The ministry is also
racing against time to meet its
target of constructing ten million
houses for the rural poor by 2019.

“We may have to infuse anoth-
er 324,000 crore by June to tackle
the distressed rural sector;” said
another senior official.

In his meetings with chief min-
isters, Modi has been emphasising
the creation of check dams, farm
ponds and other water bodies to
hold back rainwater:

» Children try to fill water from a dry pond in Dhanbad, Jharkhand.
The state is one of several reeling under severe drought.

HT FILE

The cost of building a farm
pond varies from state to state
depending upon the nature of the
soil. An arid area would mean a
MGNREGA budget of X1.5lakh

to build a deep pond. In rain-fed .

areas, the cost comes down to
about I50,000-60,000.

As the employment guaran-
tee plan is likely to exhaust the
lion’s share of this year’s annual
rural budget, the ministry
will seek more allocations for
MGNREGA for the remaining
months. It has 19,000 crore for
rural roads and around X15,000
crore for rural housing.

a wor
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NEW DELHI: Largely flat food pro-
duction this year is expected to
keep pulses expensive, prompting
the government to take a slew
of steps aimed at taming prices.

There is a widening demand-
supply deficit of one of the com-
monest protein-rich items on an
average Indian’s plate. As overall
wholesale prices began picking up
in April for the first time after 17
months, pulses could stoke house-
hold budgets this summer: In April,
retail prices of pulses rose 37%.

Prices were consistently high in
themonths until March, though the
country saw overall wholesale pric-
es progressively dip,a phenomenon
economists call deflation. While
prices of nearly all food articles
have been declined, inflation in
pulses has seen the sharpest spiral
in a decade. The farm ministry’s
third of thefour annual projections
of food production shows a back-
to-back drought will crimp output
of rice, coarse cereals and pulses.
Overall, foodgrain production is
pegged at 252.23 million tonnes
for 2015-16 as against 252.02 mil-
lion tonnes in the previous year.
This is below the peak achieved in
previous years. Theflattening trend

of pulses inflation

NEW DELHI: Agriculture
minister Radha Mohan
Singh on Friday said the
Centre was in constant
touch with drought-hit
states and urging all states
to review the situationona
weekly basis.

To cover sugarcane (that
uses less water) under micro-
irrigation, in a phased man-
ner, farmers will be incen-
tivised, Singh said. He said

‘GOVT MONITORING DROUGHT

has asked states to work on
both short-term mitigation
of a water crisis and also
drought-proofing measures
each state could take based
on their topography.

The last meeting Modi
held with the CMs of Andhra
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
was on May 17. Earlier, he
had met CMs of Telangana,
Jharkhand, UP, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, MP, Rajasthan

that PM Narendra Modi and Karnataka. HTC
is mainly because of thedrought.  oilseeds are the only twofood com-
The only croplikely toregister ~ modities in which India isn’t self-

an increase in output is wheat at
94,04 million tonnes in 2015-16
compared to 86.53 million tonnes
in the previous year. Rice output is
estimated to decline to 103.36 mil-
lion tonnes from 105.48 million
tonnes, while that of coarse cere-
alsislikely todrop to 37.78 million
tonnes from 42.86 million tonnes
in the same period.

A surplus of cereals will offset
any reduced output in grains.
However, pulses present adifferent
story Lentils are widely consumed
and more expensive. Pulses and

sufficient and depends on costly
imports to meet demand. Output
of pulses is estimated to decline
to 17.06 million tonnes in 2015-16
from 17.15 million tonnes last year:
But that is short of the 27 million
tonnes needed. “Over time, supply
of pulses hasfailed tocatch up with
demand. Production remained
stagnant for nearly seven years
since 2004, while demand acceler-
ated, cansing per-capita availability
todecline and pricestospiral,” said
Dharmakirti Joshi, chief econo-
mist at CRISIL, a ratings firm.
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Cyclone warning issued for
TN, rescue teams on alert

Aditya lyer

» letters@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAL: A depression over Bay
of Bengal bypassed Chennaiand
moved towards Bangladesh on
Wednesday, but triggered heavy
rains in parts of Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh and West
Bengal.

A cyclone warning was issued
for northern areas of Tamil
Nadu and southern parts of
neighbouring Andhra ear-
ljer in the day. Four National
Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
teams arrived in Chennai on

Wednesday with 24 boats. The

Tamil Nadu capital had suffered
damages and witnessed flooding
in its worst rainfall in 100 years
last November.

AnTAS officer was appointed
to supervise flood-related relief
efforts and safety measures in
each of Chennai’s 30 zones.

Officials said they have
deployed motor pumps near
flood-prone subways such as
Ganeshapuram, Perambur
High Road and the Villivakkam
Redhills Subway. Medical teams
have been formed to assist affect-
ed residents.

The weather office said
squally wind speed reaching
55-65km will prevail along
and off north Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry in the next 24 hours.
Sea condition will be rough to
very rough, and fishermen have

-

= Motorists make their way through heavy rains in Chennai on

Wednesday.

been advised not to venture out
in sea in the next 48 hours.

Weather blogger R Pradeep
John posted preliminary rain-
fall figures on Facebook, saying
Chennai “witnessed it’s wettest
one day May month rainfall
since 1995 (sic)”. '

The commissioner of revenue
administration said an emergen-
¢y hotline number of 1070 canbe
contacted for any rain-related
grievance.

The Met department also said
rainfall was likely to occur at
many places with heavy to very
heavy precipitation over south
Andhra Pradesh coast.

ASSAM LANDSLIDES
CLAIM 11 LIVES

GUWAHATI: Eleven per-
sons were killed in two
landslides in Hailakandi
and Karimganj district
of southersn Assamon
Wednesday.

Five persons were killed
in a landslides at Lala area
in Hailakandi district and
another landslide at RK
Nagar in Karimganj dis-
trict claimed six lives, said
ASDMA in its bulletin. HTC

V SRINIVASULU / HT
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There are flaws in the SC drought ruling

But the Centre must set up the national plan on disaster management as promised in the Disaster Management Act, 2005

1

I

PG Dhar Chakrabarti

ast week, responding to a PIL filed
by Swaraj Abhiyan, the Supreme
Court gave several directives to
the Union and state governments
on drought management. First, the SC
directed the Centre to establish a National
Disaster Mitigation Fund (NDMF) within
three months. Within hours of the court’s
directive, finance minister Arun Jaitley
said: “We have the National Disaster
Response Fund and the State Disaster
Response Fund and now we are being
asked to create a third fund. The appro-

priation Bill is being passed. Now outside " 5 4 2 ¥ |

this Bill, we are being told to create this / : " 3 '

fund. How will I do that? India’s budget- [P et ﬁ. REY P RN Y A e
making is being subject tojudicial review = Shahapur, 130 km southwest of Mumbal, May 13 AFE’

...... Step by step, brick by brick, the edifice \K \ A\

of India’s legislature is being destroyed.” It is surprising that the court passed such and Haryana — failed to declare drought

The NDME however, isnotathirdfund;  adirective when the force is inoperation ~ when drought-like conditions prevailed

it is provided in Section 47 of the Disaster  for over a decade. in many parts of the states, as the NMDM
Management Act, 2005. It was passed after While commending the National mentioned.
scrutiny by ministries, the Cabinet and Manual for Disaster Management It is not necessary that a state gov-

also the Standing Committee of themin- (NMDM) as a “meaningful and well ernment declares drought in the entire
istry of home affairs, which washeaded  researched document”, the court directed state when only parts are affected. This
by an important leader of the Opposition.  that the manual be revised delineating  is dereliction of duty on the part of the

Yet, after the process, the then govern-  possible factors to be taken into account  three states isan infringement of Article
ment decided not to create the fund as  for declaration of drought and settinga 21, the right to life and personal liberty.
it felt that any expenditure on disaster  time limit for such declarations. That Gujarat declared drought in April
mitigation should be met by respec- In fact, the NMDM had examined the — six months after the kharif crop was
tive central and state ministries. This  key indicators of drought thataretracked harvested — isan admission of the failure
view was endorsed by the 13th Finance globally and recommended amixof indi- toact intime. The Disaster Management
Commission. So the government didnot  cators for Indian states. The manual  Actof 2005 had stipulated that a national
notify this section of the Act. Surelythe had recommended that ‘ideally’ states  plan should be drawn up and that should
SC should have considered these issues  receiving south west monsocon should be reviewed and updated annually. The
before directing the constitution of declare drought in October, and states ~ Centre must not delay in setting this up.
another fund. receiving north-east monsoon should do A decade has passed but the national

At that time, the executive should also  so in January. This is a good advisory for ~ plan is still not in place. The Comptroller
have considered the difficulties of cre- states that have the primary responsibil-  and Auditor General of India pointed
ating a new fund before proposing itin ity for disaster management inafederal this out in 2011 and the Public Accounts
the Bill and the legislature should have  country like India. Cansuchamanualof ~ Committee pulled up the government for
scrutinised it before approving it. This  the Centre usurp the policy space of a  its inaction but the plan is still elusive.
is one of many examples of executive state? The SCrefrained from addressing  One only hopes that the national plan on
ineptitude, legislative imprudence and  this important constitutional issue in its disaster management is released before

judicial overdrive that are compounding  judgements on drought. the court finds another opportunity to
the challenges of governance. ) The judgement pointed out several criticise the executive.

The SC’s second direction to the Centre  instances of executive inaction. Some PG Dhar Chakrabarti is distinguished fellow,
isto set up the National Disaster Response  of these are too.glaring to be excused. The Energy and Resources Institute

Force (NDRF) as mandated under the Act.  Three governments — Bihar, Gujarat The views expressed are personal
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Water crisis

leaves Kasauli

residents high and dry

RepOrts of sharp dip in water level of

AMBIKA SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
SOLAN, MAY18 °
With a sharp decline in the
water level of various
schemes at villages in
Kasauli, residents are get-
ting water after four days.
Since the area is fed by a
majority of local schemes
based on natural water
sources, scant rain has
reduced the water supply
by as much as 50 to 75 per
cent in certain places like
Bohli, Bhojnagar, Dharam-
pur, Garkhal and Johrjee.
Officials of the Irrigation
and Public Health Depart-
ment said they were moni-
toring the situation on a dai-

-1y basis, adding that several

villages of the Kasauli con-
stituency were being sup-
plied water after three to
four days.

An official said they had
requested the  district
administration to provide

D

Water being supplied after four days

*

mSeveral villages of the Kasauli constituency are being
-supplied water after three to four days

mWith hardly any new potable water scheme having been
introduced in the Kasauli area inthe last sevetal years,
residents face water shortage in the summer every year

# Private hoteliers have explored various sites, from where
they draw water in the peak tourist season.

water tankers at these
places as the situation could
worsen in the days to come.

The Giri Potable Water
Supply Scheme was sup-
posed to feed some areas of

various schemes

the Kasauli constituency,
besides the Solan area, but
its water was not available
to these villages. With hard-
ly any new potable water
scheme having been intro-

“duced in the Kasauli area in

the last several years, the
residents face worst water
shortage in the summer
every year.

Private hoteliers, on the
other hand, have explored
various sites, from where
they draw water in the peak
tourist season.

Even residential schools
in the Kasauli area have
complained of getting less-

- er water, owing to its short-

age from various authori-
ties like the MES. “Though
managements of some
schools are recycling water
and have introduced water
harvesting structures,
stress is on conserving
water,” said an official of a
residential school.
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Depression over Bay of

SpECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Even as officials at
the India Meteorological De-
partment have warned of
searing heat waves until May

20 in several parts of North -

India, they said the torrential
downpour in Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Kerala was
due to a depression that
could well bring the season’s
first cyclone.

The depression has moved

Bengal to intensify: IMD

towards the Andhra Pradesh

coast and will intensify into a

" cyclonic storm by Thursday,

after which it is. likely to
move towards the Northeast
and off north Andhra Pra-
desh and Odisha coasts in the
subsequent 48 hours.

Rain for two more days
“This is in line with our
forecast on Sunday (May 15)
where we said that a-depres-
sion was forming near the
Andamans and will bring
rains in Kerala, Chennai and
Andhra Pradesh,” said DS
Pai, Chief Forecaster, IMD.
Mr. Pai further said that
“there may be rains for two
more days and then it will re-
duce as (depression) will

"ANX'IOUS WAIT: Fishermen wait on the shores in Visakhapatham

as they have been'warned against venturing into the sea due to
the depression in Bay of Bengal. — PHOTO: KR.DEEPAK  ~

move towards Myanmar.”

"The IMD’s latest update
says the Southwest monsoon
has advanced into some parts
of Southeast Bay of Bengal,
entire south Andaman Sea
and Nicobar Islands. The
conditions were favourable
for further advance of the
Southwest monsoon into
some more parts of south Bay

_of Bengal, Andaman Islands

and remaining parts of north

Andaman Sea in the next
three to four days.

Monsoon delayed in Kerala

“The forecast on the delay
of monsoon in Kerala re-
mains unchanged,” Pai add-

ed. .

The IMD has said that
monsoon in Kerala would
likely be on June 7 but the
overall forecast of above nor-
mal rainfall was unchanged.




News item/letter/zrticle/editorizl published on%(y /9 (7% /90/4(};* th
-~ - J Q. i HS

Hindustzn Times
Stztesmean

The Times of Indiz (N.D.)

Indian Express
Tribune ’
Hindustan (Hindi)

nd doc =rifed 2t Bhaoi j
z tmented at 2hacirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC

Punjzb Kes
The Hindu

Nezv Bharset Tir%s (Hindi),

hari (Hindi

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

at least ll\lives

GUWAHATI/SILCHAR/KARIMGAN):

At least 11 persons, includ-
ing five of a family, were
killed and seven others in-
jured on Wednesday in sep-
arate landslips in Assam’s
Barak Valley districts of Ka-
rimganj and Hailakandi

" along Mizoram.

In Hailakandi district,
two massive landslips
claimed five lives in Bilai-

pur and injured a six-year- -

old boy in Ramchandi area,
district officials said.
At Bilaipur in Terracher-

ra area under Lala police -

station five persons were
buried alive, while three
others, were injured.

In neighbouring Karim-
ganj district five members
of a family, including three

children, were killed in a °

Jandslip at Sonachirra due
to incessant rains.

The sliding masses of
mud fell on the house of the
family on the edge of a hill
when they were asleep, the
officials said.

Continuous heavy down-
pour in district headquar-
ters Karimganj town for the
lpgt three days has caused
water logging in several ar-
eas, they said. — PTI
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37 dead, 21 missing as floods,
landslides torment Sri Laor\lka

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

COLOMBO: With a three-day-
long spell of heavy rains over
Sri Lanka coming to an end
on Wednesday, the toll due to
floods and landslides went
up to 37. The authorities re-
covered 17 bodies during the
day, including 14 in Ara-
nayake of the Kegalle dis-
trict, where several families
were feared buried in a land-
slide on Tuesday night.

On the damages caused by
the rains in 18 districts, Pra-
deep Kodippili, a spokesper-
son of the Disaster Manage-
ment Centre, told The Hindu
on Wednesday that about
3.52 lakh people were affect-
ed. Of them, 2.23 lakh people

were removed to safe loca-

tions. As many as 211 houses
were fully damaged and
2,647 houses partially hit.

Rescue operations
Reacting to the Sri Lanka Red
Cross’s statement that over
200 families were missing in
Siripura, Pallebage and Ela-
gipitiya villages in Ara-
nayake, Mr. Kodippili said it
was not proper to arrive at
. any figure of missing persons
! when the authorities were
conducting a survey of the
area.

RESCUE EFFORT: Villagers in Biyagama, Sri Lanka, help some
flood-affected people. — PHOTO: REUTERS

- “The present number of
missing persons throughout
the country is 21,” he said.

President Maithripala Siri-
sena visited Aranayake and
directed officials to expedite
rescue and relief operations.

Anofficial at the Meteorol-
ogy Department said the
country got this kind of rain-
fall after a gap of six years.

Among the areas that wit-
nessed heavy rains, Killi-
nochchi in the Northern
Province recorded 37 cm on
Monday morning; Mahail-
luppallamma in the North
Central Province got 27 cm
on Tuesday and Gampaha in
the - Western Province re-

corded 13.5 cm on Wednes-
day.

Relief services

Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan
Cabinet has decided to in-
crease the amount given to
an affected person for
cooked food per day from Rs.
150 to Rs. 225 and get addi-
tional allocations for provid-
ing relief in respect of those

not covered under the Na-

tional Insurance Programme
for Natural Disasters. The
National Insurance Trust
Fund has granted Rs. 20 mil-
lion to the National Disaster
Relief Service Centre, an offi-
cial release said.

Iindiz l[s

Evivas
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Heavy rain batters

Kerala, TN coast

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/
CHENNAL: Heavy rain battered
parts of Kerala and Tamil Nadu
since Monday night as the surg-
ing sea caused extensive dam-
age, raising concern among the
coastal communities.

Three weeks ahead of the
scheduled onset of the south-
west monsoon, huts on the
‘first line’~closest to the sea—in

Thiruvananthapurany’s coastal
neighbourhoods of Valiathura
and Poonthura were complete-
ly destroyed.

Unofficial reports estimated
that around 100 houses were
damaged in the region. Resi-
dents continued efforts to pile
cement bags together in place
of the breached rock walls.

» Monsoon, Page 9

A rough sea causes damage to houses in coastal region of
Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday.
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Motorists struggle to navigate the old Pune-

Bengalurv R in Davangere following heavy rainfall on Tuesday. o4 PHOT’OS’
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Heavy rains pound Davangere, Shivamogga

DAVANGERE: Normal life

was crippled in Davangere

as heavy rains accompanied

- with gusty winds and light-

' ning pounded the city on
Tuesday.

Hundreds of trees were up-
rooted at Nittuvalli, PJ Exten-
sion, Chamarajpet and other
localities, affecting movement
of vehicles. Roads were water-
logged and rain water gushed
into houses in low-lying areas.
The city has been receiving
rains for the past two days.

Banana, arecanut and co-
conut plantations were dam-
aged at several villages of the

taluk due to heavy rains.

Haveri

More than 15 houses collapsed
across the district following
heavy rains. A person was in-
jured in Rattihalli of Hirekeru-
tutaluk after an electricity pole
fell on him. Hangal, Shiggaon,
Bydagi and Ranebennur taluks
too received heavy rains.

Uttara Kannada

Rains coupled with hailstorms
lashed Mundgod in Uttara
Kannada district. Several hous-
es were damaged as trees fell
on them. There were reports

of copious rains in Siddapur,
Sirsi and Yallapur.

Bagalkot

A 52-year-old woman was

struck dead by lightning in Ku- -

takanakeri village near Bada-
mi. The deceased has been
identified as Ramavva Nandep-
pa Hugara. The incident oc-
curred when she had taken
shelter under a tree to protect
herself from rains.
Mangaluru experienced
moderate rainfall on Tuesday
evening. The sky remained
overcast throughout the day.
The India Meteorological De-

partment has predicted heavy
rainfall on the coast between
May 19 and 23.

Parts of Chikkamagaluru
district experienced rainfall
coupled with lightning. Heavy
rains lashed in and around
Chikkamagaluru for more than
45 minutes.

Chikkamagaluru and Mudi-
gere also experienced hail-
stones. Sringeri and Koppa had
experienced heavy rain on
Monday night.

Shivamogga

Heavy rains accompanied by

strong wind, lightning and

thunder lashed several parts
of the district throwing normal
life out of gear.

Sagar, Shivamogga,
Shikaripur, Thirthahalli, some
parts of Bhadravathi received
good spell of rains. Sagar was
the worst affected as roof tiles
of several houses were blown
away due to strong winds.

The movement of vehicles
on Sagar-Anandapur stretch of
NH-206 was disrupted for
nearly four hours as branches
of several trees were uprooted.
The vehicles were stranded on
the road for hours together.
DH News Service -
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Almatti dam level dips

below dead

ALMATT! (BAGALKOT DIST):
Water in the Almatti dam has
fallen to alarming levels, 4 feet
below the dead storage mark.
The water stored in the reser-
voir is now 3 tmc feet less than
its dead storage capacity.
Usually, the water in the dam
touches the dead storage at this
time of the year. But this year,
the situation is worse. Though
water has not been released
this time for non-drinking pur-
poses, evaporation is causing

| depletion in the water level.

The dead storage level of the
reservoir is 506.87 metres and
Tuesday’s level was 505.66 me-
tres. The maximum level of the
reservoir is 519.6 metres. The
dam had 14.3 tmc feet of water
on Tuesday against the dead
storage capacity of 17.82 tmc

storage

feet. The dead storage for any
reservoir is fixed as per the
guidelines of the Central Water
Commission and the Ministry
of Environment and Forests,
keeping in mind factors like the
safety of the structure.

Water is released for irriga-
tion and other uses only till the
dead storage mark. But this
time, the level is being
breached to meet the drinking
water needs. The dam is meet-
ing the drinking water require-
ments of the districts of Kal-
aburagi, Yadgir and Raichur as
also those of some parts of
Telangana and Maharashtra.

Butitis said that the dipping
water level may threaten the
lives of aquatic creatures, es-
pecially due to the hot weather.
DH News Service

The water level in Almattl dam has faIIen below the dead l

storage mark. Water is being released at present only to
meet the drinking water reavirements. DH PHOTO
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