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any reduction in the height of the dam.
Accordingly, at its April 25 meeting, the
FAC set up an eight-member panel - four
each from Environment and Water

1. Resourcesminism'eé' to“lookintoallun—

" tesolvedissues”.
- Inits report tabled at yesterday SFAC
" meeting, thecommittee “agreed torecom-
mend no change in the height of the dam”
- since “any reduction. would make the
* whole project technically unfeasible”. .

. Sources said there is no unanimity
among the FAC members on the 8-mem-
ber cornmittee’s recommendatlon onthe
damheight. :

“Wehad along dlscussmn IssueSsuch

technical and perhaps beyond the scope
of the FAC. Once the minutes are finalised,
the minister will take a call,” a top
Environment ministry official present at
the meeting told The Indian Express.
Apart from ex-officio members from

-

‘Stage’ set for
forest nod to
Ken-Betwa .

" river linking .

project

"JAYMAZOOMDAAR
’NEW DELHI MAY]?

- LA FAVOURABLE report tabled
ithe Envn’onment _ministn
:Forest Advisory Committ:
(FAC) meeting Tuesday h
sCleared the way for forest clea
*ance for the -government’s flag'-
ship Ken-Betwa rwer—hnkm'
project. . . ~
The prOJect has atready r e
cewed wildlife and environmen-
tal clearances.. - . oA
" On March 30, the FAC had v
recommended that “if there is
--no other option and the present -
. proposal is the best possible op-
. tion available”, the height of the
- project dam “may bereduced by
. 10 metersif notatleast 5 meters
. asatrade-off between conserva-
 tion and . development.”
Subsequently, Water
: Resources Minister Uma Bharti
wrote to Environment Minister
. Anil Dave, strongly objecting to

as dam height and hydrology are highly -

. CONTINUED DN PAGEZ

‘Ken-Betwa pro;ect

the ministry, the FAC has three non—ofﬁ-
cial expert members.

In March, days before a FAC sub—com— '

mittee submitted a report on the Ken-

"‘Betwa project’s potential impact on the

Panna tiger reserve, ecologist Deepak Apte
of Bombay Natural History Society had
quitthe FAC.Of the two other expertmem-

-bers, Dr Rajesh Kaushal from Dehradun’s

Indian Institute of Soil and Water
. Conservation could not attend yesterday’s
meeting for personal reasons.

Evenif the project gets forest clearance,

- there is still scope for review. The Central

Empowered Committee (CEC) of the
Supréme Court isexamining the projectfor
adequacy of mitigative meastres againstits
adverse impact on the Panna tiger reserve.
The CEC has already asked the ministry to
submit all relevant documents for scrutiny.

“ The Detailed Project Report of the Ken-

\

Betwa link “for the purpose of irrigation
and generation of power” was prepared in
2008. The project involves diversion of
4,141 hectares of the Panna tiger reserve
-and felling of 18 lakh trees.

The FAC, however, recommended that
no tree should be felled in the upper 10-
metre of the Full Reservoir Level. It also said
that in addition to 2000 hectare of revenue
land identified on the eastern side of the
tiger reserve for compensatory afforesta-
tion, the user agency should identify an-
other 2000 hectare in the immediate
vicinity of the tiger reserve tooffset the loss

“ of its core area. '

The ministry, however, is yet to imple-
ment a set of key recommendations made
bythe FAC toascertain the project’s viability.
Amongthese are afresh benefit-costanaly-
ses taking into consideration the economic
loss due to diversionof unique riverine eco-
system, fresh enumeration to assess the
number mature trees to be felled etc.
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Protect Rivers q¢
" A bottom-up approach is key to
conservation and cleaning efforts IV

venas the Uttarakhand high court recently declared Gangaand
E Yamunariversasliving entities, bestowing onthemlegal rights
of a person, an RTI query has revealed that the waters of the
Ganga along Haridwar are not even fit for bathing. Tests were
conducted at 11 locations in Uttarakhand over a distance of 294km
along the river, taking into account four main indicators of river
water quality - temperature, dissolved oxygen, biological oxygen
demand &and coliform (bacteria). On most of these indicators the
Ganga failed to meet acceptable standards, showing high levels of
bio-pollutantsand toxicmaterials. ‘ ,
There’snodenying that rivers in India are highly revered. Considered
assources of life in alargely agrarian country; rivers
have cultural, spiritual and religious connotations.
{ However, it is also a fact that physical protection of
¥ rivers in India is very poor. With greater industriali-
sation and urbanisation, rivers have increasingly
become depositories of urban waste and industrial
effluents. The Ganga Action Plan (GAP) has seen
more than Rs 1,800 crore spent over three decades on
cleaningthe Ganga withlittle improvement. The cur-
Tent government intends to spend arounmd Rs 20,000 crore over five years
on the Namami Gange Project. But apart from minor variations on GAP,
thenew project offers more of the old focuson sewage treatment plants. -
The problem with this top-down approachisthat it failsto account
for the lack of coordination among the various states through which
©¢ - Triversflow. Infact, coordination on this score is often mired in Centre-
stateand state-to-statepolitics. Giventhis scenario, itwould befarbet-
ter to gush a bottom-up approach where peopleliving along rivers be-
come primary agents of change. This is best exemplified by the case
of a village panchayat in Kerala’s Alappuzha district reviving the
Kuttemperoor channe]l of the Pamba and Achankovil rivers. It!s time
totranslate ourreverence for rivers into actual conservation efforts.
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The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical { Bhopal)

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati)
The Times of India { Mumbai )
The Telegraph ( Kolkata )

feegaest ( acaT )

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )

STasTod S ( et )
Tribune ( Chandigarh)

The Hindu { Chennai) !
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Widespread rain'in state

Commuters walk with umbrellas to escape the downpour in Shimla on Thursday PHOTO: AMIT KANWAR

: SHIMLA, MAYIB

A thunder squall followed by

heavyrain lashed Shimlaand -

surrounding areas this after-
‘noon disrupting norr¥al life,
-Dark clouds -and fog
reduced visibility to a few
meters hampering vehicular

traffic. There was darkness at
noon and vehicles moved at
slow pace with headlights on.

" Long queues : of - vehicles -

caused traffic jams at several

-places causing. inconvenience
.to people. The heavy rain
‘caused ‘landslides at a few

_places while some trees were

uprooted in suburban areas.

The Jocal MeT office has
issued fresh ‘warning of
thunder squall accompa-
nied by hailstorm at isolated
places in mid and lower hills
on May 21. — TNS
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