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‘expansion

. ith the India Meteorological Depari-
v ' ment's forecast putting the average sea-
sonal rain for this year at 88 per cent of the

annual long period average for the last 50

years, Indiais looking af consacutive drought-Hke years
gor the first time since 1987, Tt is in this context that the
NDA government's proposal to extend the number of
work entitlement days under the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guaraniee Scheme from 100
to 150 in drought-hit districts must be seen. The deci-
sion to extend the number by 50 clearly stems from the
concern that there would be greater demand for wage-
-elated work in drought-affected districts. Considering
that the government has been less keen than its prede-
cessor in the implementation of the scheme, this move
constitutes a change of heart. After all, the Prime Minis-
ter only recently said in Parliament that his govern-
ment-would continue the scheme as 2 symbol of the
taiture of the Congress-led rule in tackling poverty, and
reports recently suggested that the Minisiry of Rural
Development was keen {0 reduce the scope of the
scheme to select biocks, This newspaper had recently
pointed to the curtailment in demand and lack of regu-
larity in workaliocation ander the scheme over the past
year, ieading to a trend of fewer person-days being
avatlable to households ¢Sunday Anchor’, May 31
Ground reports suggested this was mostly due to de-

layed payments and lower outlays by the government,

in a sign of lack of enthusiasm for the scheme.
MGNREGS could bring relief to farm workets and

" labourers affected by the laying waste of cropland for

the rabi cycle due to both umseasonal rain #nd deficient
monsoon. This fact was acknowledged in a Tecent ob-
servation by the World Bank on MGNREGS as an effec-
tive substitute for lack of crop and weatherinsurance in
India. The government's decision to extend the days of
entitlement at this expedient hour must therefors be
welcomed. ‘That said, it is imperative that the govern-
ment realised the importance of the scheme as a crucial
intervention to spur the rural ecenomy and aileviate
poverty, and not just as 2 short-term or stopgap ar-
rangement to alleviate distress — which in any case it
does. The record of success of MGNREGS since its
jaunch in 2006 as a welfare initiative that empowers
distressed rurai households has been well-documented.
Its weaknesses, in terms of the guality of assets created
and leakages in implementation, are also well-knowsn.

The government has taken sote of these and has prom-

ised better monitoring and setting of quality standards
for work outcomes. While this is welcome, there needs
1o he a better focus on timely wage payments and

\d@mand for work under the scheme.
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Dirty flows your

WHAT ARE YOU DRINKING? Apart from inequitable
supply, quality is a major problem in many areas, mostly
in colonies dependent on contaminated ground water

= Fitar haldurBhindustandimes com

NEW DELHE: For vast swathes of Delhi,
getting little or no water is a2 major
wssue. And for those who get the precious
resource, the guality of water hecomes
& talking point.

Shubham Gupta, 22, 4 resident of
New Ashok Nagar in east Delhi, hadto
change his house overnight hecause the
waier that he had been receiving was so
contaminated that it became difficait to
even bear its smell.

“} hadn't taken bath for a week butone
day ¥ got acall from a friend who was plan-
ring a visit to my house. I felt # would

beembarrassing f hesees
my condition. [ changed my

NEXT WEEK house overnight.”
Contaminants and thelr Contaminated water 1s
effact on the health a maor cause of health-
of humans refated problems, espe-

nies. While some spend a
chunk of their income on buying bettled
drinking water, the mounting medical
hille dent the monthly budget of ofhers.

Be it urbas shivm sprawis Iike Sangam
Vihar or the upper middle-class areas
of Laipat Nagar or governunent colonies
1ike RK Puram, stinking and dirty water
i3 a common thread that binds them all.

Irt places like Sangam Vihar itisa
double whammy - filthy water unfit for
drinking once in 20 days is al they gef.

“We don't have any option but to store
water But the quality is so bad that it
starts smelling in a day,” Kburshida
Ban, 49, who Hves in Sangam Vihar said.

Delhi dal Board CECQ 38 Yadav
claimed there was no problem with

cially in unplanned colo- -

the water suppled by the water utility
“The water we supply meets prescribed
BIS standards. £3.J8 has a fully estab-
lished and independent water guality
wing headed by a direcior Mere than
5,000 water samples are tested by this
wing every month and the percentage
of samples not meeting the proseribed
standards remain within the permis-
sible limit of 5%," Yadav said.

Then there are vast areas out of the
piped water network where water is
iHegally drawn from the ground; where
water is contaminated because of vari-
ous reasons such as polluting industries
----- areas wherd people are at ahigh risk
of contaminationand poisoning.

“Inareas where there is no piped water
sapply from the DJB, peopletend fodraw
ground water with the help of hand
pumps from upper shallow aquifers. The
DJRB surveys suich areas and paint hand
pumnps in red where water is not found
ta be fit for use. BJB nstalls tube wells
at places where ground water is fit for
drinking purposes,” the DJB CEQ said,

The 1,500-0dd water bodies — includ-
ing viilage ponds, marshes, lakes and
step wells — that have the capag-
ity to recharge groundwater are being
encroachment upon and getting con-
faminated, say activisis.

“With heavy pollution, construction in
catchment areas and encroachment, most
water bodies that were part of Delhiites’
lives £}l the 19988 are now history” activist
Vinod ummar Jain, whohas filed a petition
in the National Green Tribunal against
encroachment around water bodies.

The health of its water bodies is
crueial for Delhi - a water-scarce oy
dependent on supply from nearby states,

TLIE 0 WSt 42 S0
The Hmdu
wpn Fatrilie {(Hindi

I";gign“zé;‘.tio’n
Elad D'"‘aiy’ {Hindiy

e of gl
The Thyez o7 i

Siztesman
The Thnes of Indie (H.DY

—

(&

" Many areas out of the DJB's piped network, mostly upsauthorised colonies like the one abr.rve depend on grwnd water that gets centaminated by mdus
that flow into open drains, ARUN
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HOW DIRTY IS YOUR WATER

Delhi's ground water is contaminated by daagemus poliytants,
which are injurious to health

PERMISSIBLE LIMITS
Fiaoride (>1.5 mg/b, Nitrate (>45 mg/), Lead (above 0.0 mg/l}
Cadmium (above 0.503 my/H, Chromium {above 0.05 mg/D:

North W&st Belhi

Puliutants abeve limit fozmd across ctty

North Delhi

» Flowride » Load -

» Nitrate » Chromiur

wilead

» Chrorlum Nosth East Deihi
 West Delhi ® Cheommiusn

» Flouride i

e cut o

: %m - » Chromium

wCadmivm W New Delhi

South West Deih » Nitrate

» Flourkie

. ‘L“;‘a’f” : South Delhi

| ] " Lead

= Chyornium % \

EFFECT ON HEALTH MAJOR SOURCES

Fluorlde: May affect bones
resuiting in pain, tendernass and
fractures in aduits, In children

., Load acid battery recycling:
Few or no facilities for neu-
tralizing and safe disposal

bainw the age of 8, chances of of battery electrolyte. Acidic
devetoping fluorasis increases afftuents percolate into water table,
NRtrate: in infants, nitrate may rivers and sanitary systems

result in shortness of breath and
blye baby syndrome ~ a condition

E-wste: Toxic materials
su€§ as jead; mercury

in which the oxygen carrying

capatlty of haemogiobin reduces. ’ ﬁ f;a?:ﬁi;m“

g:”iﬁgﬁé‘mmm crudé mnanner. Units that operate In, -
¥ : residential colonies pose a threat to

Load: In chiidren, exposure to lead env:romneat and mm;

may result In delay in physical -~ ] --e-eereeseee s

and mentat development. in Pickiing p:m in many-

adetits, it can lead to increased | facturs of stalnless steek:

blood pressure, Adults drinking

waf Pickling sofution consisis

lead-heavy watsr for many years mew  of 3 mixture of nitric and
may develop Kiéney problems. hydrofluoric acid. Pickling discharges
Cadmium: May fead to kidney nitrates that foliow the

damage, if exposed ko water
with high cadmium levet for
many years,

wastewater inte our natural waters

m Wastewater
gmtated containg toxic

Chrombum: Chromium 6 may be ' "7 cheinlcals, Jeans dyeing is
carcinogenic. Fxposure 1o excess et o witispread activity inun-
chromiuem over the years may authorised areas, Most units release

cause allergic dermatitis

SOURSE - C!ENTRAL BROUND WATER BOARD
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FRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Dalhi/Lucknow, 18 June

The southwest monsoon's
progress has slowed down
as it huas not made any
progress for the past five
days, the weathermen today
said.

“For the fifth consecutive
day the northern Himit of
Monsoon (NLM) has not
made any advancement. It
continues to pass through
Veraval, Surat, Uiain, Nars
inghpur, Raipur, Katingap.
atham, Krishnanagar and
Darieeling.

“The evelonic circula
tions in the Bay of Bengal
and the Arabian Sea are
utill in the process of getting
organised, Only after the
weather systems organise
that we can expect NLM to
advance further “Monsoon
wsually arrives in Bihar by
16 June and over east Uitar

b
Govering L. v

Pradesh by 15 June bul with
NLM remainingstatic, fur
ther delay isexpected inthe
onset of monsoon over these
areas,” Skymet, a private
weather forecastingagency
said. However, next week
could seesomerespite from
the heatas monsoon isagain
expected to become active.

“Themovement of mon-
soon Isnotlikeatrain, T does
axperience some phases of
hall. Butitisexpected toget
active by next week,” India
Meteorological Department

(IMIy Director GeneralLay-
man Singh Rathore said,

Speakingtoreporterson
the sidelinesof aneventhere,
Y S Chowdary, Minister of
State for Earth Sciences,
said the monsoon’s progress
is “satisfactory” untilnow

IMI also said that over
the 48 hours, the tempera
iure in northwest India,
which ineludes Delhi and
paris of NCR, will see a
rise by over iwo degrees
and fall thereafter

The MET depariment
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hasalready made aforecast
that India will receive deft-
clent rainfall this vearn

Sporadic rain in UP; Uttar
Pradesh today witnessed
Hght to moderaie rain and
thundershowers atisclated
places ineastern partsof the
staie, whereas dry weather
prevailed in the western
region.

According to Met depart
ment here, amountof rain-
fali recorded in oms was
Katerniaghat b, Khalibad 3
and Aliahabad 1.,

Highest iemperature was
recorded at Etawah at 43.8
degrees Celsius.

Day temperature was
above normal in Varanasi,
Allahabad, Moradabad divi-
sions and normal in the
remaining givisions of the
siate. The department has
forecast more rain and thun
dershowers atisolated places
i the state tomorrow as well,
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CHURCH TAKES STAND ON CLIMATE CHANGE

Pope calls for action

now to save the

Controversial papal
document fully backs
scientists: ‘Most climate
change man-made’

PHILIPPULLELEA

POPE FRANCIS demanded swift action on
Thursday to save the planet from enviren-
mental ruin, urging world leaders to hear
“the ¢ry of the earth and the cry of the poor”
and plunging the CatholicChurchinto poiit-
ical controversy over dlimate change.

In the first papal dociiment dedicated to
the environment, he calied for “decisive ac-
tion, here and now," to stop envisonmental
degradation and glohal warming, backing
scientists who say it is mostly man-made.

in the encyclical “Laudato i {Praise Be),
On the Care of Qur Commen Home”, Frangis
advocated a change of lifestyle in rich coun-
tries steeped in a “throwaway” consumer
cuiture and an end t an“sbstructionist atti-
tudes” that puts profit before commen good.

He also took on big business, appearing
toback “what consuyner movements accorn-
plish by beyeotting certain products” to force
compares {0 respect the environment,

The mostcontroversial papal pronounce-
mentinhalfacentury won broad praise from
scientists, the UN and ¢limate change ac-
tivists, as wel as the wrath of consesvatives,
including several US Republican presiden-
tial candidates and leading lawmakers.

The clarion cafl to his flock of 1.2 billion
metzbers, the mest controversial papal doc-
ument since Pope Paul VI's 1968 encyclical
Hurnanae Vitae upholding the Chureiv's han
on contraception, could spur the world’s
Cathelics te iobby policymakers on ecology
isstes and climate change,

Because Francis has sajd he wants toin-
fluence thisyear’s key UN dlirate summitin
Paris, the encyclical fisrther consolidated his
role as a global diplomatic player following
hismediation bringing Cuba and the United
States to the negotiating table Jast year.

Francis dismissed the argument that
“technology will soive all environmental
problems (and that) global hunger and
poverty will be resolved simply by market
growth”. “Once more, we need $o rejecta
magical conception of the market, which
woutd suggest that problems can be solved
simply by an increase in the profits of com-
panies or individuals.”

Francis, saying he was “drawing on the
results of the best scientific research avajl-
able." called dlimate change a “principal chal-
tenge facing humanity in oyr day” and said
paor nations will suffer the most. REUTERS
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N “EARTH HAS TURNED INTO
IMMENSE P1LE OF FiiTH’

While previous popes have proclaimed a moral and spiritaal duty
to protect the environment, this is the first time climate change
has been the subject of an encyclical

2

IS T ALIGNED WITH
MAINSTREAM SCIENCE?

Yes, When reciting facts, asopposed to

making judgments, the pope ali €ns
himself squarety with mainstream

scientific thinking. Indeed, sections of )

the docment could serve as a
syHabus for Environmentaj Science
101 in any coliege classroom

ISITAIMEQ AT CATHOLICS?

No. By invoking a previous encyclical,
Pope Francisis making it clear he
wants his document to be historic.
“He (Pope Saint John XXl addressed
his message to the entire ‘Catholic
world'... Now, faced as we are with
environmental deterioration, Fwish to
address every person on this planee.”

WILL IT MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Maybe. Scientists say the enicyclical
couid have a dramatic effect on the
climate debate, lemﬁn;gﬂaemprai
ithorit 6 an

et
et Sarie

BUT FOSSILFUELS MAKE EVERYTHING WE DD: ENERGY LOBBY

The energy lobby was quick 1 eriticise the encyclical's
“The sienple reality is that energy is the essential buildi

. ‘NEED STRONG

CLIMATE PACT*
“This clarion call
should guide the
world toward a
strong and durable

universal cimate .. .

agreement in Paris
atthe end of this
year,”

CHRISTIANA
FIGUERES, Toz s
TOPCLIMATE OFE[CIAL

‘DONT POLITICISE
FAITH

"I don’t think we
should politicise
our faith... | think
refigionought to be
about makingus
better as people
and less about
things thatend up
getting into the
political realm.”

--JEB BUSH, us

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIATE
ANDCATHOLC CONVERT

anti-fossil fael message.'
ngblock of the modern

world,” said Thomas Pyle of the Institute of Energy Research. “The application
of affordable enerey makes everything we do”.
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TEN YEARS FROM NOW, THE WORLD COULD BE A MORE DANGEROUS

PLACE, WITH US POWER WANING AND OTHER PROMINENT
CHILLING PREDICTIONS COUNTRIES EXPERIENCING A PERICD OF CHAOS AND DECLINE

THE WORLD IN 2025

US & LOOSE NUKES GERMANY & EU CRISIS RUSSIAWILLCOLLAPSE ... . . . .
if Russia's disintegration Germany's export-dependent Santtions, a plunging rouble, fising aiitary Lo
happens, Its nuclear weapons econosmy has benefitted from expenses and internal discord will weskenthe - -
stockplle could end up exposed. trade lIberatization ushered government. Russia won't officiatly split, but

And the US wil have to act,

in by B But that means it

will become a string of semi-autonomous regions

dispatehing troops o sectre ?b%s the SﬁSt te iose from
loose weapon a Eurg crisls mo"m

i "=/ Four Europes may smerge, :
POLAND'S S . _becoming Increasingly estranged - - -
LEADING ROLE T "\ ‘- . fromone another: westem Europe, -
The fact that it's the " ' m wisw e :
largest and most prosperous ] .
state on Russia's western C
border will thrust it into a .
position of regional ieadership . - NS
STRONG TURKEY
Bug 10 Arab turmoil, Turkey’s

strength will increase relative
0 its nelghbours, it will want
the US's help in keeplng Russia

out of #s hackyard /

1. DECLINING US POWER
i With the wortd becoming an

: even more disorderly slace,
¥ the US wiil be more judicious on
picking its chatlenges rather than
taking an active role in solving
giobal problems

- 16 MINICHINAS o
: With China’s growth sfalled, Mexico, Nicaragua, the Dominicany
Republic, Peru, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Sangladesh, . .
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Lacs, Vietnam, Cambodia, the Philippines
and indonesia could see improving economic fortungs as mtre’
manufacturing jobs arrlve E

éﬂnt&:&mtfar o

i
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onsoon to be

good through June

@timesgroup.com

New Deihi: The mosnsoon is
Hkelytoremain strong through
the month of June, the Fndia
Meteorological  Department
said on Thursday as another
sterm system developed over
the Bay of Rengal, promiging
widespread rain across centrat
and south inddia over the next
four-five days.

Ag on June 18, the mon
$00n was 10% above normal,
mainly on account of excess
raing over ceniral india, the
southeastern coast and parts
of the Northeast. “Locking at
the rest of the month, our
madels do not show the mon.
soon weakening Indications
are that rainfall would re-
main good this month,” IMD
director BP Vadav said.

The monsoon, however
hasn't entered fresh areas
sinceJuneid.

The monsoon Hue contin.
ues to pass through the soush.
ers Hp of Guiarat, cutting
fhrough MP  Chhattisgarh
and south Odisha, hefore
moving vertically through

Farmers to get SMS
info on weather

F armers ffving within a50-km
radius of 146 weather
stations spread across the
country wil now get aterts on
their moble phones on possible
extreme weather conditions
suchas thunderstorm, squah,
hail and heavy rain every
threehours. m

the eastern borderof Bengal,

TMD has heen predicting
the monsoon’s progress into
some more paris of central
and east india for the past few
days. But barring Herala,
coastal Karnataka and some
areas of the Northeast, rains
have heen goad inregionscov-
ered sofar by the rain system,

“The speli of good rains
that started arounéd June 10
continues, There is likely to
beanother surge inrainfalias
a low pressuire area off south
Odisha Andhra coast is ex.
pected {0 become g
wellmarked system i the
next 24 hours and move in-
land," Yadav saijd,
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The Middle Way

Modest increase in agricultural support price will
build on gains in controlling inflation
On Wednesday, NDA government announced support prices

of key crops for the forthcoming agricultural season. There
wasamodest increaseof 3.67% inthesupportprice of paddy
— the main cereal of the kharif season - and a relatively higher
enhancement in the price of pulses. The quantum of increase was
sensible and is in sync with the direction of monetary policy. The
Medi government did well to avoid reacting in a panic-strieken
fashion toa forecast of a deficient monsoon. This puts the effort to
keep inflation low on a surer footing.
Thenextstepis to efficiently manage release of food grainsintothe
« oy market. Poor management was responsible for
cereal inflation during UPA-II, an era when
overflowing government granaries did not cool
| inflation. Effective management last vear offset
the falloutof adeficient monsoon. Partlyasare
sult of it, retail food inflation has been trending
downwards this year despite adverse weather
' conditions. It is important tobuild on last year’s
efforts as food inflation in India has a domino effect and can undo the
gains of thelast twoyears in strengthening economic fundamentals.
It 1s important not to lose sight of the long-term picture in agri-
culfure. Agricultural policy in India is lopsided. It concentrates far
too much on building cereal stocks, unmindful of changes in food
habits and environmental impact of the current eropping pattern.
The current year's challenges should not distract the government
from trying toenhance the level of public investment inagriculture
by gradually switching expenditure away from input subsidies
such as fertiliser. Agriculture may have shrunk as a proportion of
gross domestic product. Getting it right, however remains
important for long-term prosperity.

]
Lovering L. Yig
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Lt S change to stop climate Chaﬂ €

For the sake of the earth, ?Mealﬁay have to shift to more sustainable patterns of consumption and behavzour

Nildsdi Seth

The vear 2515 marks the 7th anniversary
of the UN. It is alse the year when coun
tries will come together foadopt the next
generation of gosls for our people and
their only home - planet earth. 2005 will
also see the hosting of a Financing for
Developrment Conference i1 Addis Ababa
and the Climate Conference in Paris.
This new agenda will stage the transi
tion from the Millennivm Development
Goals - the MDGs —{o the next genera:
tion of Sustainable Development Goals,
with a new time horizon. The new sus-
tainable development goals will buiid on
the MDGs, which covered poverty, gen
der equality, health, education and enwvi
ronmental sustainability but in & way
deeper, more integrated and releVant
+ to policy, They alse inclnde nine more
goals to cover the broader scope of the *
sustainable development agenda, which
inclndes more economic issues such as
growth, smplovment, infrastructureand
inequality; envirormental concerns that
include water, energy, feyresirial and
mmarine ecosystems; and most impor-
tantly a goal with targets promising
more peaceful, better-governed and

m{ﬁtzsive societies.
fior the past two years, an un;)mcedem
ed engagement has helped define what

" should succeed the MDGs in 2016, The

member States of the UN have elaborated
on & new goal and tasget framework that
builds on the work of the MDGs, bat one

that calls for a fundamental rethink in

all economies and societies. _

In shaping this agenda, governments
have been joined by the volees of millions
avoumnd the world including women, chil-
dren and business and indnsiry Halving
extrerne poverty in the past 15 years has
heen an exiracrdinary accomplishment
fy any standard. Yet, theve are still inany
mitiions of poor and vulnerable people
i the world,

The new goals will take us into the sec-
ond quarter of the 21st century Asmore
and more of the world's populafion join
he global middle class, demands onthe
environment and our gaturai resource

base will grow Already we are CONSuN:

ing each year one and a half times the
earth's annual capacity to regenerate
itsaif.

H the earth’s inhabitants arve to be

ahie fo enjoy a decent standard of liv-

ing, the weaithy wili need to shift to rmore

sustainable patierns of consumption,
and producers everywhere will need
to move to more sustainabie patterns
of .production. Thus, the agenda and
goals are universal, We hope a signift
cant and meaningful outcome in Paris
in December strengthens global efforts
in mitigating and adapting to climate
change. :

Many worry about the price tag of the
transition to the bold new goals. But this
agenda is not about aid and concessional
flows to developing countries alone. It

-js more about the transformations in

ali societies and economies. Resources
have to be raised and spent primarily

_in countries themselves. All the impor-

tant economic actors — governments,
the business seetor, etc — have to be part
of the accelerated impetns for sustain
ahility The Financing for Development
Conference in Addis Ababa inJuly will
bean important landmark on the way to
fmameing the implemerntation of the new
sustainable development goals,
Nikhi Seth is diractor in the Unfted Nations
Division for Sustaingble Development,
Dapartment of Economic and Social Affairs,
New York
The views axprassed are personal
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Countenng El 1n0 and its ripple-down effects

CHARAN SINGH
HE recent monetary poliey
announcement of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) mentions in
detail about the fear of E! Ningilooming
large on the Indian economy. In Nofth
india, agricultural aciivity was already
adversely affected by unseasonal rains

and hailstormns in Mazrch 2615, impacting .

nearly 94 lakh hectares of area under the
Rabi crop. The outlook for Kharif season
is also not very encouraging. The Indian
Meteorological Department has predict-
ed that the ssuth-west monscon wilthe 7
per cent below the long period average.

Conceptusily, El Nino is a climatic
development occurring in Asia and Pacift
i every three 10 seven years and lasting
about two years due to the warming of the
equatorial Pacific Ocean. In the past, 51
Nino has been linked te poor monsoon
rainsin India and in most of the cases this
has resulted in droughis. In India, exam-
ination of empirical evidence since 1950,
reveals that there is astrong relationship
between Kl Nino and droughty; as of the
13 droughis since then, 19 were in Bl Nino
years. And since 1980, all the six droughts
were in £ Nino years,

As agriculture ig the most exposed sec-
tor, F1 Nino imnpacts # directly. This effect
then cascades fo the industrial and serv-
ice sectors, Kl Nino-associated risks are
major economic concerns for impacted
countries, More importantly, in rural
areas, Ei Nino could impact employment,
forced migration, indebtedness, food inse-
curity, and malnutrition, contributing to
people slipping into the poverty trap and

shums in urban areas. In India, conse-’

guent to £ Nino, financial distress, espe-

clally borne by farmers and already .

reflected in farmer suivides, could further
become a grave concern for policy mak-
ers. Therefore, in view of the impending
El Nino, strategic thinking and planning
will help in inspiring confidence, {espe-
cially in rural households) in weathering
natural and financial calamities. These
concerted measures need 1o be short and
long term. In the short run, & well-coordi-
nated approach between vatious govern-
ment agencies can help to mitigate the
impact.India needs to focus on a contin.
gency plan for food and agricultural prod-
yets as well as strengthen the crop. insur-

In view of climatic shanges, focus should be 1o reduce impact on foodgrain production,

ance scheme, and supply ¢hain of food

through the Food Corporation of India
{FCiiand fair price shops. In this context,
probably, the National Bank for Agrieul-
ture and Rural Development (NABARD),
constituted in 1982 with a view to promot-
ing integrated rural development, could
be tapped.In the long run, government
needs to underiake prosctive measures
by analysing ¢limatic patterns and mak-
ing use of svailable forecasts,

A mulii-disciplinary  approach 1o
address theissue of forecasts and translat-
ing it into potential impact and then for-
mudating remedial measures needs to be
set up by the government. Inthis context,

specific states, where agricultural activi-
fies are dominant, need te undertake
someurgent steps.

India already has crop. and weather
insurance schemes but these may not be
adeguate in facing Ei Nino. As with any
other insurance schemes, there are diffi-

© culties in making claims and availing
appropriate amount in time. In most CaS.

es, as agricultural activifies support near-
Iy 70 per cent of the population, there are
economic. justifications for budgetary
relief but thege are ad hoc and generally
end in political debates,

The state governments would need to
prepare a contingency plan to ensure
that insurance claiins of losses are met
in a short span of time of, say, less than a
few weeks, to provide certainty to the
farmers. The increased number of bank
actounts due to the successfd operation
of the Jan Dhan Yojana can be used to
extensively extend penetration of crop
insurance in rural India. The highly sub-
sidised contribution from the farmers
for the existing government insurance
schemes for crops should be helpful in
expanding the scheme. Generally, there
is widespread dissatisfaction towards
relief measures and s computation pro-
vided by the government. T ensure soi-
entifically computed value for crop dam-
age and assessment of loss, it may be
aseful to involve NABARD and acade-
micians from a state agricultural univer-
sity to adopt a professional approach.
The use of satellites to technologically
assess areas of erop damage can also he
examined. This would also ensure that
grim issues of economic losses in rural
areas are not frivialised by political

debates damaging the self-esteem of
farmers. A relief fund can also be creat-
ed. The government, farmers during
better times, and others, including pri-
vate entities, under corporate social
responsibility, could make initial contri-
bution to the corpus of such a relief fund.
The compensation should only be given
to those farmers who regularly con-
tribute to such g relief fund.

Also, food iterns that are covered by the
FCI are generally fixed by the govern-
ment on a long-term basis. Rather, there
should be flexibility in choice of food
iterns,to stabilise the market, onan annu-
al basis to prepare for natural calamities
like El Nino.The impact of ¥ Nino could
be on different cormmodities, depending
on the place of its impact. In view of the
vast available geographical area of India,
it would be useful fo focug on the develop-
ment of agriculture in different regions,
especially virgin lands of the North-East.
A spatially developed agricultural sector
across the length and breadth of the
country can help in reducing the impact
of £l Nino on foodgrain production. In
India, in view of global warming, climatic
changes are expected and so is £l Nino,
Thus, thereis need to consider setting up
multi-discipiinary groups to address the
issue on a warfooting, when F! Nino-
related losges occur in the economy, This
distress ¢an be mitigated by transparent-
Iy standardising the procedure for com-
puling compensation and automating the
system toprovide relief Hopefully, these
measures will help to soften the impacti of
impending Ft Nino in India.

- Thg waiter i RB| Chair Professor of Economics, ndian
instine of Managerert, Bangalore
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@hazala Shahabuddin

he decision to protect the Mangar Bani
farest n Faridabad and a 50%-metre buffer
as ano-consiruction zone is & remarkable
one This declaration by Haryana chief
minister Manchar Lal Khattar recently
has heen widely welcomed, and couid mark
a turning point in the hattle between the
government and environmentalists cam-
paigning to save the Haryana Aravaliis,
especially the Mangar Bani.

The region is under threat from real
astate developers and urban expansion
via fauity master plans. The Mangar hills
were panchayat common jands 1} the 19708,
it were converted info private noldings in
the 1980s. In 2012, the environment minis-
try put the Mangar Development Plan on
hold till deemed foresis were identified in
accordance with Suprese Court orders,
This process isstifinot completebut in 2013
the focus shifted fo the National Capital
Region Planning Board (NCRPR) as the

a

Cavering L., YIS

limits on construction were sought to be
diiuted to favour real estate groups. The
protection of the Mangay Bani and a 50-
metre buffer was offered on Aprit25asa
disguised dole, so that Haryana could get
its sub-regions approved and start issuing
Change of Land Use, which were o1 hold
due o court orders. Given this, Khattar's
declaration saems like abreath of fresh air

The Mangar Bani is a 1ocaily revered
sacred grove and years of forbearance -
no eutting of trees, lopping of hranches,
or even breaking of twigs or Jeaves —has
protected this old growth ferest.

This forest has been studied intensive:-
1y by biclogists and has been found fo be
ong of the last remaining naturaj tropical
forests of the Aravalli Hills in the NCR.
Other forests have been decimated by the
onslanght of urban sprawl and disposal
of garbage or modified into manicured
parks and gardens.

The Mangar Baniisahigh hiodiversity
zone. It is the only place within the ceniral

~

Preserve biodiversity to ensure ecological security

NCRregion where’glmest a0 differenitree
species native to the Aravallis have been
yecorded as thriving. A two-day assess
ment produced more than 106 herbs and
shrubs, Wild animals and even rare hirds
have been spotted here, Apart fromm is bio-
Qiversity vahues, the Mangar Bani and its
surrolndings forma water catchmentand
groundwater recharge zone. .
Howeves, a smali patch of forest, which
1¢ the Mangar Bani, cannet geciogicaily
sustain itself without the connectivity
1o other forest areas, and the presence of

 awhole gamut of microhabitats that #ts

organisms require. The surrounding areas
of the Mangar Bani still have dense, ope,
and serub forest covern, though degraded.
This whole corridor needs o he protected,
which wifl contribute to long-term ece-
logical security of the entire Gurgaon-
waridabad strefch.
 Bhazala Shahabuddinis 2 researcher and
consultant on biodiversity and forestry issues
The viows expressed are persondl
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

Seokdodeok kR

725(A), North Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi - 66,

Dated /4 - é 2013”

Subject. Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&RRM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
ST

Assistant Director (publicity)
Encl As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D )

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concernad,
uploaded at www.cwac.nic.in
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