Pavan Dahat

RAIPUR: With 2568 farmers’
suicides during 2014, Maha-
rashtra recorded the highest
number in the country,
though activists pointed ont
that the number was far
higher.

The data released op Fri-
day by the National Crime
Reeords Bureay also show
that Chhattisgarh is among
the top four States in farm-
ers’ suicides,

According to the NCRE,
Maharashira recorded 578
fewer suicides than 2013,
when 2,146 farmers ended
their jives,

Activists, however, critj-
cised the NCRR for “manip-
utating” the data to paint a
“rosy picture”,

"They [the NCHB] have de-
berately divided the suicid-
s under different heads, The
feport says 4,004 agrienl-
ture-relatod suicides were re.
corded  in Maharashira
during 2014 and then sub-
tracts agricultura) workers
from the number and gives

Activists haye criticised

picture’ on the agriculture front, - e PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE

2,568 as the total figure. But
tven with 2,568, Maharagh-
tra tops the country, and for
the first Hime, the ‘govern-
ment has admitted that the
landless farmers are also dy-
ing," said Kishor Tiwari who
mins Vidarbha Jan Andolan

Samiti, a farmers’ advocacy
group,

“The total number of farm-
ers’ suicides in Mazharashtra
should he 4,004, which is ai.
most L0GO more than the
2013 figure. its shamefuj if
the government takes credit

the NCRB for ‘manipulating’ the data to paint g Tosy

for 500-0dd fewer suicides.
The issue is getting compli-
cated everyday in Maharash.
tra. Farmers are not getting
proper prices for their pro-
duce, but input costs are ris.
ing. Maharashtra  has
recorded over 2,000 farmers'

suicide until June this year,
Over 800 farmers have killed
themsedves in Vidarbha and
over 600 farmers committed
suicide in Marathwada," Mr.
Tiwari said,

Chattisgarh’s entry

Aecording to the daty, 443
farmers comimitted suicide in

. Chiattisgarh during 2014,

making it the State with the

fourth highest number after

Maharashtra, Telangana angd :

has rarely figured in the listof
farm suicides earfier, State

| Madhya Pradesh, The State

Agrivulture Minister Brijmo-

han Agrwal, however, termed |

the NCRB data "misteading

and based on 5 wrong
analysis.”
“These  numberg are

wrong, and there are no such
incidents in
e told The Hindu,

Chhattisgarp," |

He questioned the agthen.

ticity of the dats and said; "1 :

don't know how
NCRB]
knowledge, there are ne
farmers’  suicides
State.”
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t least four persons were killed in a gy ' '
series of cioudbursts that struck on
both Baltal and Pahalgam routes of the
Amarnath Yatra, forcing temporary
suspension of the pilgrimage from one _
side, oy

“We have recovered three bodies '
from Kullan area on Srinagar-Leh road
where a cloudburst teck place on
Thursday evening,” a police officer said
oni Friday.

One body, recovered from
River Sindh, has not been
identified so far, the of-
ficer suid,

Two persons —
Rukhsana (32) and
her four-year-eld
son are  stild
missing.

“He said work
was on te remeve
the debris that has
biocked the road,
ieading to Baltal base
camp,

“There is a temporary
suspension of the yatra from
Baltal road. The removal of debris will
take a few hours more,” he said,

Some houses in the Kullan area have
been damaged in the landslips that oc-
eurred following rain,

Cleudbursts were reported from sev-
eral areas of Kashmir,

Autherities said alithe pilgrims were
safe at transit camps set up along the
north und south Kashenir routes,

The Met department has forecast

1more riin over the next 24 hours across
Kashmir, - PTT & IANS

BURSTS WERE REPORTED FROM - MR 0 & N
gﬁ?&%&gﬁ?m %Enn'ilﬁ?ﬁ (Clockwise from top lef) A badly damaged house in Anantnag district, South Kashmir: a view of the |
$ ™ 5T slush on a road at Nilagrar near Sonamarg; and villagers and Armymen make their way through the

T 24 HOURS ACROSS THE STATE. mud at Kullan village, northeast of Srinagar, on Friday — PHOTOS: NISSAR AHMAD, PT1 § AFP
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orage in water reservoirs

Viray Monan which is 52 per cent of the generatmn aswell asirriga-  and Pong are, however, still
TRISUIEE KEWS SERVICE fotal storage capacity of tion for the region, the 48 feet and 42 feet below
CHANDIGARH, FULY 18 thege reservoirs. Thenorth-  waterlevel hasincressedby  their maximum permitted
With the monsoon having ern region includes the several feei over the past level of 1,680 feet and 1,390
covered the entire country, states of Himachal Pradesh, few days. . feet, respectively.
the water level in major Punjaband Rajasthan, The water level at Bhakra  The monsoon, according
reservoirs in the northern  The siorage during the Dam,onthe Sutleg, stoodat to the Meteorological
region has improved and corresponding period of last 1,631.20 feet today with the Department, has been nor-
noticeably higher storage yearwas45percentandthe - inflow being 70,150 cusecs. mal in Punjab, Haryana
has been recorded this year  average storage of last 16 The level and inflow were Rajasthan, Himachal
than the preceding years. years during the correspon-  1,587.91 feet and 31.084 Pradesh and Uttarakhand
There are six major reser-  ding period was 39 percent cusecs, respeciively,abouta il July 17, while it has
voirs in this region, having  of storage capadily of these monthago. AtPondDamon  been excess in Jammu and
a iotal storage capacity of reservoirs, according {0 ihe Beas, the water Jevel Kashmir This coupled
18.01 billion cubic mefres data released by the Min- Tecorded today was 1,348.13  with snowmelt in the high-
(BCM), The iotal storage istry of Water Resources. - feetascomparedio1,331.18 er regions has helped
availablein thesereservoirs  In the Bhakra-Beas sys- aboulamonthago. - increase the water level in
2s on July 17 is 8.28 BCM, 1iem, which is vital for power reservoirs,

Y
Coveing L YIE

The reservoirs at Bhakra
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RADHYKA KHOSLA,
Navroz K. DuBasH
AND K. RAHUL SHARMA

PREPARATIONS FOR the December Paris
2013 climate negotiations are moving into
high gear Prorto the conference, each coun-
try is required to submit a statement of its
intended cortribution to the global effort to
address climate change. In the lead-up, the
Chinese government recently refeased its
much anticipated climate pledge. What did
China say, and what does Ching's stand im-
ply for what india wilk put on the table?
The Chinese package includes economy-
wide targets alongwith a fong list of support-
ve actions, poticies and measures indifferent
sectors, The overarching objectives for 2030
are: peaking carbon digxide emissions aro-
usd 2030 with best efforts to peak easly; 60~
55 percent reduction incarbon dioxide emi-
ssions per vt of GOP from 2005, 20 per cert
share of non-fossil fuels in primary energy
consumption; and 4.5 billion: cubic metyes
increase in forest stock from 2005,
. More broadly, the 15-page document
provides moredetail than hasany other cou-
ntry so far on actions for implementation,
notably incjuding the integration of climate

The climate for cuts

@y

What can India take away from China’s contribution to fight global warming

and development goals, These detalls inchcie
means of shifting producionand consump-
fonpatterns, improved accounting for emmis-
sions, strengthening climate risk-response
systerns, and stimulating science and tech-
notogy innovation, Notably, all these actions
are to be undertaken whether or not any
additional climate finance is available from
the international community, suggesting
that the stated actions are motivated at
feast as much by domestic environmentai
pressures, such as air guality, as by climate
considerations,

What can India take away from China's
contribution? China's headline statement
of peaking or reaching its maximam emis-
sions by 2030 sounds ambitious, but in the
abserxe of a level at which it will peak, this
has correctly been criticised as a hollow
statement. More substantial is the detait in
elaborating sectoral actions. The lesson for
India is that perhaps the road to signalling
serious intent Hes in highlighting ¢rans-
formative sectoral actions, which bend
the cusve of emissions downwards. if India

shifted focus towards implementation
sectors, it could avoid potentially risky prom-
ises about the year or level at which its emi-
ssions wili be highest, and stili clearly signal
thatitis a responsible globa actor, -
Focusing on key development aims,
which often bring ¢lirmate co-bensfits, can
usefully bethe central principle of its contri-
bution For example, India cansignai strong
commitment and demonstrate specific ac-
tions by highlighting programmes such as
the Smart Cities scheme, which integrates
clean energy, transport and water-planning
atanimportant stage of India'surban trans-
formation. Ongoing Electricity Act amend-
mens and enhanced state-level renewsble
energy purchase ohligations indicate meas-
ires o streamline renewables beyond the
declaration of ambitious targets. Such ini-
tiatives could be complemented by tackling
the financiai bealth of distributton compa-
nies, which address breaderinstitetional and
impiementation considerations of clean
energy penetration EXisting programmes to
accelerate the shift o energy efficient appli-

i “ .

ances, and plans 1 make the building enes
code mandatory nagionally, can be aug
ented to achieve significant developme
and climnate outcomes.

Anlndian submission to the giobal neg
tiations focused on action insectors, acco:
panied by a reasonable emissions intens
target, will aliow the countsy to set its oy
benchmark for what counts as effective a
ion. Fusther, it will achieve the dual obiec
ves that should drive any contsibution ing
makes. The firstare India's development p
orities, the econornic, social and environ
ental aspects of which must be explich
addressed, Second, since indiais deeplywil
etabie to the impacts of dimate change,
agreement for strong global actionisino
irterest. An indian submission focused i
co-benefits-based sectoral actions wou
align these two objectives so they work
tanden and form: the basis of a strong indk
contribugiontosolving the climate proble:

The writers are with the Cent
Jor Poficy Research, Del

3 .. .
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UTTARKASHI TOWN VULNERABLE TO DISASTER?

Kavita Hpadhyay

welve years after the Va-
runavat Parvat overlook-
ing the town of Uttarkashi
hecame a cause for worry
for thousands of Uttar-
kashiresidents, the threat
of landsiides in the Tam-
bakhani region of the hill
has again made the town
vilnerable.

in 2002, massive land-
slides in the hil} affected
about 3,000 people in Ut-
tarkashi and had com-
pletely  damaged 81
huildings, a Geological
Survey of India {GSI} re~
port stated. In 2004, the
Union governimsent allo-
cated Rs. 282 crore under
the Varunavat package for
treatment of the hill and
the rehabilitation of the
affected peopie,

On paper, the treat-
ment was compieted in
2008, but, Vttarkashi Di-
saster Management Offi-
cer Devendra Patwal teld
The Hindy that some
work was left incomplete
and some amount under
the Varunavat package

THE TREATMENT DF THE HILL
COULD NOT BE CDMPLETEQ AS
THE RESIDENTS REFUSED TD
VACATE THEIR HOUSES
TEMPORARILY

Over 12 years afler a month-long episode of
landsiides, the Varunavat hill keeps the
people on tenterhooks. - FLE PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA

was left unutilised and
returned.

Now, landslides have
started in the Tambakha-
ni region, *The water, es-
pecially rainwater,

"groding the hill was di-

verted during ireaiment

of Varunavat and all the
water now falis on the
Tambakhani region. As a
result, this area has start-
ed eroding” Mr. Patwal
said. While the officiais
denjed there was any
threat to human life due

to the freshlandslides, the
Gangotrt National High-
way, which lies at the toe
of the hill, has been
closed,  Administrative
Officer of Tambakhani
Bishan Singh Rana said.
“The vehicles will pass
through the tunne} which
was constructed under
the Varunavat package
[Rs. 282 crorel” he said,

Work not completed

Mr, Rana said the treat-
ment of the hill could not
be completed as the resi-
dents who were to tempo-
rarily vacate their houses,
refissed to do so, “Thepro-
jeet authorities felt the
treatment work  was
strong and no pressing
need for more was felt,”
he said.

Survey on
But, over 12 vears after

.a month-long episode of

landstides in the hill kept
the peaple living at the toe
of Varunavat on tenter-
hooks, the decision {0
jeave the work incorm-
plete may have been
unwise.

Mr, Patwal said that &
geolc;gzst was currently
surveying the area and all
possible steps to min-
imiseloss tolife and prop-
erty were being taken by

reat from t the hills

the district

adsministration.

L
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| HEW DELHE: Amidst growing

picks up despite

Gargl Parsai

concern over the sluggish
progress of the sduthwest’
monsoon in parts of Maha-
rashtra, Guiarat, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and northin-
terior Karnataka, the govern-
ment on Friday said sowing of

kharif crops has improved

over last vear particulasly in
the cultivation of pulses and
olseeds. _

A higher minimum support
price -with Donus seems to
have made farmets grow
more pulses. However, as
sugarcane arrears mount, the
area under sugarcane has
gone down with 4480 lakh
hectares sown so far as
against 46.09 lakh hectares in
the corresponding period last
year.

The India Meteorological
Department has said the
mensoon has o far been six
per cent lower than Long Pe-
riod Average. Rainfall has
been lower by 12 per cent in
south peninsula, by i3 per
cent in cengral India and by
.six per cent in east and north-
east India, Aithough the mon-
soon has covered the entire

— oM
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A higher minimum support price with bonus seems
te have encouraged farmers, with a surge in the
sowing of pulses, coarse cereals and oil seeds.

country, 11 sub-divisions re-
main deficient. About 3% per
cent districts {238y are
deficient.

Whiie this may not augur
wel} for farmers who suffered
rain and hail in the rabi sea-
son resulting in lower sutput
of foodgrdins, the govern-
ment on Friday released the
statistics for cultivated area
under kharif which is 62.6 per
cent higher than last year. As
against 346.34 hectares sown
in 2014-15, this year so far
563,35 lakh hectares has been
cultivated with a siveable
surge in the sowing of pulses,

“coarse cereals, oil seeds and
eotton, .

Pulses area up

The sowing of pulses i
higher at 55.99 lakh hectares
against 23.92 lakh hectares in
the corresponding period last
year due to improved sowing
in Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh, Tamil Nadu and Mah-
arashira. The cultivation of
coarse cereals is higher by
547 lakh hectares at 102.35
iakh hectares on account of
higher sowing in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu .

LR Chrendcie
fo B j {?Jn’u.'l
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Won't wash: Rain again sinks city

Thunderstorms And Rain
Likely In Some Areas Today

\I’I;}m

Tma LT JT PRALEY 1T

When autos won't go

Tines News NETwORK

New DPelhk Monsoon picked
up again with kige parts of
south and central Delhi receiv-
ing heavy showerson Friday af-
ternoon. While frace rainfall
(less than 0.2mm) was recorded
at Safdariung between 8.30am

WEATHER

Wax S4B C{+1) Min " C
Moonrise: Sunday - 8:25am
Moonset: Saturdity - B:ddpm
Sunset: Saturday - 7200
Sunrise: Sunday - 5:38am
Genaratly cioudy sky, Thunderstormwith
rain in SOMMG Areas, Maximuem & minimum
remperatures oaSaturday wilbe around
T End 26°C.

and 5.39pm, Palam and Aksh-
ardham saw 30mm and 15mm
rainfall respectively.

“A cyclonic cireulation has
developed over Bay of Bengal
and the adioining coastof Gan-
getic West Bengal. 8o, a low
pressure area is Hkely to form,
which will bring moisture over
northwest India if i goes west-
wards, An active Imonsoon sys.

tem wil bring heavy rain over
the region,” said a Met official.

Meanwhile, other western
disturbances are also approa-
ching which will get more moi-
sture. “Rainfall is likely to con-
tinue over Dethi, Haryana, Po-
niab, west UP, Himachal Pra-
desh and J&K foranother three
days. In Delhi, the monsoon ac-
fivity may intensify on Sunday
vt will reduce considerably by
Tuesday,” saida Met official,

On Friday Delhi’s maxi
mum temperature fell to 348
degrees Celsius, one degree
shove normal while the mini-
mtim was 27 degrees Celstus,

On Satorday, Delhi is likely
to see thundersforms and rain
in some areas, 'The maximum
and minimum temperatures
will bearound 34 degrees Celsi-
us and 26 degrees Celsing resp-
ectively, On Sunday and Mon-
day, heavy rainfal] is Hkely over
isolated places in J&K, Hima-
chal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Harvana, Chandigarh,
Diethi, £P west ME, Chhatiis
garhand Jharkhand.
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s Knee-deep water as C1vIC
bodles leave ]ob half-done
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New Dethi: Claims of ¢ivic
agencies of having desilted
drains in their jurisdiction
foll fiat on Friday after heavy
showers Jashed the city Wa-
terlogeing was reported from
many areas, especially near
ITO Metro station  where
kneedeep water caused o0
ble for pedestrians and also
halted traffic during evening
pealt hours.

DBMRC was supposed to
hand overtheroad to PWD oy
restoration, but that has not
happened yet. As the road is
low, there was waterlogging
near the Metro entrance. Sev-
eral commuters were strand-
e at the station'’s gate as they
found it difficult to wade thro-
ugh the pool collected there.

Waterlogging was also ye-
ported in Lajpat Nagar, Mook
chand, Nehru Place and other
areas of south Delhi causing
massive traffle jams. These
roads fall under PWDand offi-
cials clakm that as the draing
are faulty waterlogging oC-
cursforatemporary period. It
takes time for accumulated
water to flow down. “The
drains under PWID's jurisdic-
tions are oid and fadty in de-
sign. That is why they arenot
able to take up the load, there-
by causing waterlogging,”
said a senior PWDofficial.

Roads werealsoflouded in
areas Hike Ashram, ModiMill,
Moti Bagh, near RTR flyover,
Dhaula Kuan, Nizamuddin,
Pragati Maidan, Najafgarh,
Amar Colony, Sunkight Colo-
nyand Chandgi Ram Akhara.

Civie agencies have re

Aroa near the FTO Metro station waterlogged after friday's rain

p(,atediy failed o tackle the
drainage issue. Small drains
in many colonies remain Mo
cked even after desilting work
is carried out by the three mu-

nicipal corporations.  “No
new sqaipment has been giv-
en by South Corporationeven
though it 1s in a better finan-
cia} state than the other two

bodies, The qurrent sitgation
pelies their claim that desilt-

ing has been completed,” said
Farhad Suri, leader of opposi-

tion in South Corporation.
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Swanriver inspate fields near Anandpur Sahib inundated

TraoNE News Seavice

ROPAR, JULYIT
Hundreds of acres were inun-
dated in villages near Anand-
pur Sahib when the water
level in the Swan river rose
sharply due to heavy rain in
the region this morning,

"The district administration
has asked residents of affect.
ed villages, whose houses are
in low-fying areas, to shift to
safer places.

At 9 am today, 14,000
cusecsof water was flowing
in the seasonal Swan river.
Noticing 2 heavy inflow of
water at the Bhakhra Dam,
the Bhakhra Beas Manage-
ment Board authorities
refeased 13,700 cusees of
water in the Sutlei, which
further merged with the
Swan at Lodipur village
near  Anandpur Sahib,
Water crossed over the
damaged bandh  and
entered the fields.

The villages affected are
Mataur, Bur, Lodhipur
Dasgrain, Hariwal, Ballow-
al, Mehndl Kalan Lower
Baddal, Nikkuwa!, and
Chandpur Bels.

Three years ago, the Diree-
torate of Irrigation and Power
Research, Amritsar, had con-
ducted a survey on the flowof
rivers and its impael in the
area, On the recommenda-
tion of the survey, a proposat

o construct a new ‘bandh’ at
Lodhipur (costing Rs 1343
crore) was submitied o the
government, but nothing has
been done so far

Al the BBMB, officials
said the water level at the
dam was recorded at 1630.15
feet. The maximum storage
capacity at the dam was
1,680 feet which was sup-
posed to be aehieved during
the filling period from May

Hundreds of acres were inundated due to the fooding of the Swan river near Anandur Sahib on Friday.

21 to September 20, Aceord-
ing to protocol, the author-
fies could store the water o
the maximum of 1,650 feet
by July 31. The authorities
resort to the release of

excess water into the Sutlei’

in a regulated manner so
that there is no need of
opening flood gates.

Ropar Xen, Dratnage, Dalip
Singh sald they had faken up
flood protection measures in

the district at a cost of Rs 1.5
crore. He said eight drains
were cleared before the mon-
soon at a cost of Rs 80 lakh at
Bhangalz and Rs 20 Takh waz
speni on the Bury down-
siream reveiment.

Anandpur Sabib SbBM
Amariit Bains claimed the
water had staried receding
by afternoon and there
was no report of loss of
property or life.



Respect river space to

BACK TO LIFE Revival plan
needs to be broadened to take
into account the pollution of its
tributaries, other water bodies

Peeyush Khandelwal

= pagyelsh, khandeiwal &'1 NLStEntmes. t:E"

SAHARANPUR/GHAZIABAD: Having sup-
ported human civilisation for ages,
the Hindon is now gasping for breath.
IIrgent steps need {0 be takon to revive
and rejuvenate the river along with its
tribudaries so that other major rivers
Fike the Yamuna and Ganga. which are
connected with each other, are brought
back tolife,

Apari from effivents and municipal
discharge, the rainfod rivers of west.
arn tiar Pradesl also face issnes of
encroachiment, disappearance of ils
supporting water bodies and under.
performing sewage irpatment plants,

in ariver panchavat held on June 11
inn Delhi, eminent environmentalists,
water activists, sertior state and central
government officials gathered to chalk
outastrategy to infuse a fresh lease of
1tfe into the dving river

= Construction of check-dams at the
point where Hindon originates and
ypstream areas of Saharanpur to tap
rain water for underground recharge

# Survey, identification, domarcation of
river banks and their notifications,
ensuring that the river banks are not
used for any other purposes

# Master plans may be devised for dif-
ferent areas alony the river; this has
to be backed by fixing accountability

« identification of connected water bod-
ies fike ponds and fakes, and their
revival for uaderground
water recharge; a
number of water bod-
ies in western Up
districts stand
encroached

= Grotmdwater
contamination
e made a pun-
ishatle offence

« Hindon's inbutary Kali once flowed under the bridge, bavan dara, with 52 shiice gates in village Malira ¥ kms from Deshand.
Almost no water flows here now. A man walks past the eSluent-faden Krishni in Shamb district (see box). BURHAAN INMEHT PHOTOS

MEASURES THAT CAN BE UNDERTAKEN
FOR REVIVAL OF THE RIVER SYSTEM

3 iadustrzes m(fuigmg in pracious
groundwater extraction should con
with “zero discharge’ norms which
enforces the recycle and reuse of
treated water

= A mechanism Lo be devised to dive
all sewerage to STPs, For this, mor
funding in form of grants and even
ioans be given to local bodies

& Waste generating units and sewag
plants should make public their wa
usage, treated water guantities an
outpi; the entire daks should be

rolted out in public domain,
ever ohline

= Treated water be
diverbed for local
reuse, for irrigatio
to water bodies,
diverted to local
non-rainy drains
and even o can
systems



Toxic waste affects polluting units too

HT Gorrespondent

+ BtragorissShintusiantimes. com

CHAZIABAD: The industrial units in west-
orn Httar Pradesh that contributed to
the pollution of the rivers in the area
have themselves become victims of the
effluents discharged by them.

fndustrial clusters in western Utlar
Pradesh, comprising sugar mills, paper
industries, tannheries and others, have for
long been discharging their freated or
unireated efffuents fo the nesrby drains
and river. The industries are now inoyr
ring a heavy cost on water purification
for their products or are compromising
the product guality

At oy unil we drew water from
Hindon. Since it became palluted, we
had to constantly upgrade the equip
ment and systems to ged rid of impu-
rities. Otherwise the produet quality
was to be affected. The more polluted
the water, more is the investment on its
treatment.” sald SN Dott, former gual
#y contre] {chemiaty at a brewing nnit.

River expert Mano) Misra s of the
view that the adverse effect of Impurifies
in water may not Immediately show on
the products, however in the long term
i wil have an impact.

“aost indusiries in westorn UP use
grogmdwater und they have already
dug up deep borewells. To gel rid of

contaminated surroundings, they have
also constructed drains to flush water
into the river, However, this water will
aifect the crops if used for irrigation,”
Misra added,

Arvind Yadav, sclentist (plant pro-
tection) from Krishi Vigyan Kendra
at Ghazinbad, said:. “If heavy meials
are present inside the water, the crops
like vegetables are Jargely affected and
the product would slse be harmiul for
R health as these sre consumed raw
Sirniker is the case with fodder, sugarcane
which & grown in abundance inwestern
1P £ikewise, irrigation by untreated sew
erage also damages crops by destroying
plants roots.”
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Cloudbursts kill 7 in J&K, HP

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHENAGAR/KULLY, JUEY 17

At least seven persons were
killed in a series of cloud-
bursts in Jammu and Kash-
mir and Himachal Pradesh
in the last 48 hours,

Three workers of a con-
tractor engaged by the HP
State Forest Development
Corporation  Litd  were
washed away in the Garsa
valley after a cloudburst
struck the Pancha Nullsh
uphill, & feeder tunnei of the
under-consiruction Parbati-

Villagers assess damage 1o their groperty after a cloudburst near
Sonamarg in Kashmir on Thursday evening. AMinwar

11 hydel project at Shilagarh
in Bhuntar subdivision of
Kullu district last night.

Meanwhile, four people,
inchuding two minors, were
killed and two others got

injured in cloudbursts m
Anantnag district of south
Kashmir and the Sonamarg
ares along the Srinagar-Leh
highway last evening. -
The movement of vehicles

carrying Amarnath pilgrims

to the Baltal base camp was
suspended due io washing
away of several patches of the
road near Sonmarg. "“The
resioration work is in
progress and the rafficmove-
ment on the highway to the
Ladakh region is expected {o
resume by tomorrow morn-
mg,” officials here said,
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