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Robbed of home & hearth, riverside people want Brahmaputra tamed

MOBARAQUE HUSSAIN

MIRZA, July 16: Tall claims by the As-
sam Government about protecting lives
and properties of people living in the riv-
erine areas has come a cropper as recur-
ring floods and erosion over the years have
pushed thousands of such homeless/land-
less families to the edge of survival. In fact
the perennial problem 18 yet to be brought
under control, as has been amply proved
by the unabated erosion by the mighty Red
River in several South Kamrup villages,

Sources mformed that flood-induced
river bank erosion has been reported in
several villages of Palashari LAC in South
Kamrup district. Soon after the first and
second waves of flood this year, erosion
has taken a severe turn at Pub Bardia,
Bhatkhowadia and Pagladia char villages
at Palasbari LAC in South Kamrup district.

During the last 10 years, nearly 70
percent of the char villages under Pal-
ashari LAC have been gobbled up by the

swirling waters of the Brahmaputra.

Sources said that several villages of
Palashari LAC such as Kalapani Part-1 &
Part-I1, Kalardia, Hengratari, Bhurakata
etc., have already disappeared from the
map due to heavy erosion. Almost 80 per-
cent of the Pagladia char villages under
Palasbari LAC has already been eroded
and the remaining 20 percent of Pagladia
villages are expected to disappear this
year from the physical map altogether,
thus compelling over 200 families to be-
come homeless, and obviously landless.

Fresh erosion by the Brahmaputra has
also been reported at Futuri village in
Palashari LAC, while a huge plot of land
located on the west side of land Spur
No. 1 at Futuri village was eroded last
week, Not surprisingly, no anti-erosion
measures were taken to check erosion
at Futuri village.

On the other hand, in Chamaria Reve-
nue Circle under Boko LAC, erosion has
eroded a major part of the newly- con-

structed Pamklmiw Char Primary Hospi-
tal which was constructed just two years
back by investing crores of rupees for pro-
viding healthcare facilities to the people of
the char villages of Boko and Chhaygaon
LACs. The above is a clear case of poor
planning by the concerned officials,
Several people have in the meantime
questioned the concerned authorities as
to the rationale behind constructing a
hospital in an erosion-prone area with-
out considering its future safety.
“Formidahle erosion has been oceur-
ring at Panikhaity, Garur Char, Luteria,
Polimangal ete villages since the past sev-
eral years and many families have report-
edly shifted to safer places this year after
their homes and hearths were washed
away by the Brahmaputra,” said Abdur
Rouf, a denizen of Panikhaity-Sontoli area
under Boko LAC in Kamrup district.
Rouf said erosion has been occurring
in Boko LAC since the past 10 years and
several villages such as Jatia Part-I and

Part-1T of Boko LAC have already disap-
peared from the map due to erosion.

It is also alleged that over 70 percent
of Garur Char, 70 percent of Polimangal
and 60 percent of Luteriadia and Pan-
ikhaity villages under Chamaria Reve-
nue Circle in South Kamrup district have
already been eroded, thereby compelling
thousands of families of those villages
to become paupers in the process.

The Deputy Commissioner of South
Kamrup district, Rajiv Prakash Baruah
had recently visited the erosion-affect-
ed areas of Panikhaity in Boko LAC
along with senior officials of the Water
Resources Department and took stock
of the overall situation.

In the adjoining char under Chenga
Revenue Circle too, erosion has been
wreaking havoc in some villages.
Morikhandi char village is also on the
verge of being totally wiped out.

Unahated erosion has also heen report-
ed in Chhaygaon LAC, Vast tracts of fer-

tile land belonging to poor farmers of Bata-
hidia, Maghuwa, Khetrapara, Balagaon and
Saralpara villages have been eroded.
Dilwar Hussain of Batahidia char in-
formed that over 5-6 families had lost their
entire alluvial land to the Brahmaputra —
the only male river in Hindu cosmology —
this year. "My family owned 50 bighas of
land at Batahidia char. But my entire land
was eroded during the last three years by
the Brahmaputra, rendering us landless
and homeless, turning us into destitutes.
Similar is the case with regard to fam-
ilies of Sahed Ali, Jakir Ali and Buja Ali,
to name a few, who also lost their entire
land holdings to the Brahmaputra. Last
year too, several families of the char
villages in Chhaygaon LAC were dis-
placed by erosion. I would urge the new
Deputy Commissioner of South Kamrup
to assess the intensity of land erosion in
our villages and launch immediate anti-
erosion measures,” said Dilwar Hussain.
Sonabar Ali, president of Kurihamari

Gaon Panchayat said that three Gaon Pan-
chayats under Barkhetri LAC have been
on the verge of disappearance. He said
that the famous Nepali Basti, Naobajchar
and famous Budhboria Bazar of Bhangon-
mari GP have been lost.

“Presently, erosion by the Brahmapu-
tra has been heavily eroding fresh areas
of Ghularpar village under Bhangonmari
(P a dairy village under Kurihamari GP
and the Kalarchar Higher Secondary
School under Kalarchar GP in Barkhetri
LAC, though no measures have till date
been initiated to arrest the disturbing
trend,” said Sonabar Al

Despite surviving from day to day at
the mercy of the Brahmaputra, the ag-
grieved public, though somewhat re-
signed to fate, have pleaded for immedi-
ate launching of proven anti-erosion
measures in the vulnerable villages of
South Kamrup and its adjoining districts,
besides urging the Government to tame
the turbulent Brahmaputra,

A flooded Chatrong river nueﬂﬂﬁpmga :!:Hagﬂ road near (,ahpur town, on Saturday. - UB Photos

Erosion takes serious
turn i Gohpur subdiv

CORRESPONDENT

BISWANATH CHARIALI,
July 16: The large-scale ero-
ston caused by the Burol river
under Gohpur subdivision in
Biswanath district has taken a
serious turn, resulting in loss
of properties of nearby people
amounting to lakhs of rupees.

Households and agricultur-
al land of several families have
already been washed away by
flood waters. The Karibil LP
School situated at Karibil Ban-
gali village will have to be
shifted to another place very
soon. Though a good number
of organisations supported by
the affected people have been
demanding safety of their
lives and property, the con-
cerned departments of the
government have failed to
take any positive action. The
alleged rampant digging of
sand and stone at the source
of the Buroi river has led to
large-scale erosion in the

downstream part of the rivern
Villages like Karibil Bangali,
Nagabil and Karibil Bazaar are
the worst affected.

The local peaple and NGO
‘DCDP’ alleged that sand-
gravel mahals at Dulungmukh
under the Department of For-
est were the main reason be-
hind this erosion. Though the
mahals were closed later, no
preventive measure was tak-
en. The people have now con-
structed bamboo porcupines
to get rid of the erosion.

Meanwhile, Gohpur MLA
Utpal Borah, Biswanath DC
Pallay Gopal Jha and Gohpur
SDO (Civil) Sanjay Dutta visit-
ed the affected areas recently
and took stock of the situation.
Later, MLA Utpal Borah ar-
ranged to dig the river at some
places as a preventive measure.
However, the affected people
have urged the government to
pay heed to their woes.

Seminar: A seminar was
held under the aegis of the

management of Shakomato
Tea Estate here on the topic
of ‘Plant Protection Code
(PPC) and Trustea Issues’ re-
cenitly in the tea garden
premises.

Altogether 170 participants
attended the meeting. The
key lectures were delivered
by Dr KC Deka and Dr Pallab
Kumar Sharma of Biswanath
College of Agriculture on Soil
Management and Control and
Tdentification of Pest and Dis-
eases of Tea,

Taking part in the seminar,
Prabin Hazarika, former MLA
and president of Small Tea
Growers' Association of
Sonitpur district (undivided),
expressed his gratitude to the
management of Shakomato
Tea Estate, senior manager
Ravindra Singh, garden man-
ager Sandeep Kr Bhuyan and
factory manager Hemant
Baruah for sharing informa-
tion to the small tea growers
of the Biswanath district.

OBITUARY

Dr Nikhil

Ranjan Sarma

GUWAHATI, July 16: Dr
Nikhil Ranjan Sarma, senior
gynaecologist and retired joint
director of Mangaldai District
Hospital, and a resident of
Hengrahari here, passed away
on July 12. He was 66.

The youngest son of late Pan-
dit Manoranjan Shastri and late
Hemalata Devi of Nalbari, Dr
Sarma was a popular physician
in the undivided Darrang district.

He leaves behind his wife,
three daughters and a host of
relatives,

Dr Banamali
Nath

GUWAHATI,
July 16: Dr Ba-
namali Nath,
son of late
Chandra Kanta
Nath and late
Moni Bala Devi of Goalpara,
died on July 9 at Ujjain, Mad-
hya Pradesh. He was 66,

After his retirement as
SDMO Goalpara, he served as
associate professor in Mani-
pal Medical College, Pokhara,
Nepal and RD Gardi Medical
College in Madhya Pradesh.

He leaves behind his wife,
a san, a daughter and a host
of relatives.

Prasanta Lal

Dowerah

GUWAHATI, July 16: Pras-
anta Lal Dowerah, hailing from
Sivasagar, breathed his last at
his Cheniluthi residence here
on July 10. He was 82.

He was a retired employee
of the erstwhile Ashok Paper
Mill, Jogighopa.

He leaves behind his wife,
two daughters and a host of
relatives.

Quinrahha Nalra

Skill development prog
gets under way

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATT, July 16: A skill
development programme for
weaving, tailoring and embroi-
dery was inaugurated on July
14, 2016 at the Laokhowa Ban-
gaon Forest village.

The programme was inau-
gurated by the DF(O, Nagaon
Wildlife Division, Jitendra
Kumar. He spoke on various
issues like climate change,
forest degradation, reducing
forest dependency and the
necessity of taking up new
alternative livelihoods. He
also encouraged the women-
folk to improve their tradition-
al skills and enhance the
scope of large-scale produc-
ton and marketing.

Welcoming the partici-
pants, Bonjit Lalung, presi-
dent of Laokhowa Bangaon
Forest village, EDC, de-
scribed this skill development
programme as a leap forward
in providing livelihood en-
hancement for the BPL fami-
lies in the remote forest vil-
lage. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Chitra Kalita from
RGVN motivated the trainees
to take the training pro-
gramme seriously so that it
makes them self employed.

The skill development pro-
gramme has been taken up
under the Assam Project on
Forests and Biodiversity Con-
servation (AFPBC) of the As-
sam Forest Department with
financial support from French

Development Agency
(Agence France de Develop-
ment). RGVN, a COMPELO
partner ( Consortium on Mi-
croplanning and Livelihood
Enhancement) is conducting
skill development pro-
grammes in four EDC's of the
Lackhowa Burhasapori Wild-
life Sanctuary.

The programme hegan
with the plantation of tree
saplings in the Laokhowa
Bangaon LP School. Two
modernised looms and four
sewing machines were pro-
vided for the training centre
at Laokhowa Bangaon. In all,
22 women trainees would
undergo 200-hour training
under this skill development
programme.

Erratic power supply in Baihata
Chariali, Kamalpur areas

ORRESPONDENT

BATHATA CHARIALIL July
16: Erratic supply of power hy
the Assam State Electricity
Board (ASEB) has severely hit
the people of Bathata Chariali
and Kamalpur areas. For the
past few months, the ASEB’s
Lower Assam Power Supply
Division Company Limited
(LAPDCL) has failed to supply
power regularly in the Baihata

Chariali and Kamalpur areas.
Due to frequent disruptions
in power supply in the eve-
nings, the students and jour-
nalists have been the most
hard hit. The hide and seek of
power 1s annoying other peo-
ple of the area also like the
photostat shop owners, voca-
tional institutions and other
business establishments. A
section of people of Singarpara,
Borgaon, Dakshin Singra and

Dagaon villages said that they
have been facing voltage prob-
lems also and alleged that the
supply of electricity is cut even
after slight rainfall.

The public of the area has
called upon the ASEB author-
ities not to cut power supply
in the evenings in the great-
er interest of the student
community since the new ac-
ademic session will begin
from August.

J ogen Pathak: a tribute

Jogen Pathak,
an  honest,

gsimple and
Irsind haonstad
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and our attachment became
lifelong.
Pathak, who had retired as

am [ Tadae Qaseatamre ta tha

Fertilizer retail

shop opened
CORRESPONDENT

NAMRUP, July 16: Follow-

e thaoa dieastitta Af tha Tha

Ultra’s bid to
escape from
court foiled

CORRESPONDENT

NALBARI, July 16: The hid
to escape by an undertrial
NDFB militant Mithinga Nar-
zary from the Nalbari court
premises was foiled with the
help of the local people here
on Thursday. The police also
opened two rounds of blank
fire to nab the fleeing militant.

According to sources, the po-
lice brought the NDFB militant
to the court ina routine appear-
ance. However, the militant
taking advantage of security
lapse, managed to escape from
the court premises and entered
the residential areas in front of
the Cowt. The police also fol-
lowed the fleeing militant. The
local people immediately
caught the militant and handed
him over to the police. The mil-
itant hails from Tamulpur area
in Nalbari district.

Ultra held: Acting on a tip-
off, Army jawans arrested an
NDFB militant, identified as
Rupak Narzari of Beteni vil-
lage in Chirang district, from
a bus at Ghograpar in Nalbari
district on Wednesday.

Dissatisfaction among
new BJP members n
Morigaon surfaces

CORRESPONDENT

MORIGAON, July 16: The
vertical split in the Morigaon
district unit of the ruling
Bharativa Janata Party (B]JP)
in the formation of several
booth committees of the par-
ty was in evidence as more
than 200 active BJP members
recently resorted to an indef-
inite sit-in strike programme
here at Morigaon Bihutoli
protesting against the inter-
ference and high-handedness
of Nagaon MP and Union Min-
ister of State for Railways
Rajen Gohain in forming sev-
eral local BJP committees in
Morigaon district.

It may be mentioned here
that the ruling party has
started its organisational
works in Morigaon district
after the victory of the party
in the last Assembly elec-
tions. But the newly-induct-
ed BJP members were not
getting places in the booth-
level committees as desired

by MP Rajen Gohain. The
conflict between the old and
new BJP members took place
when a meeting was held to
form the Bhurbandha Block
BJP some days back. The
newly-inducted members al-
leged that Rajen Gohain is-
sued secret dirgctives not to
include the newcomers in
those BJP committees. As
such, a crisis was created.
According to sources, the
newly-inducted members
may create problems in the
party's policy so they should
not be part and parcel of the
party.

The dissatisfied B]JP mem-
bers openly started indefinite
sit-in-demonstration at the
Morigaon Bihutoli recently
and urged the party’s nation-
al president Amit Shah to in-
tervene in the matter. In a
memorandum to Shah, the
party workers demanded to
form all BJP committees in
Morigaon district in a demo-
cratic manner.

Matheletics

results out

GUWAHATL July 16: The
results of Matheletics 2016,
conducted by the Assam Acad-
emy of Mathematics (AAM)
and held on May 15, 2016 for
students of classes IX to XI (in
a single category) throughout
the State, were declared on
July 13 in the AAM website, a
press release stated.

Altogether 379 teams par-
ticipated in the competition,
out of which seven teams were
placed in six ranks in order of
merit. Also, hased on cut-off
marks fixed by the AAM tal-
ent search committee, 11
teams were selected eligible
for certificates of merit and
nine others for certificates of
appreciation. The recipients of
AAM prizes and certificates of
Matheletics 2016 will be com-
municated in appropriate time
for the award giving ceremo-
ny, the release added.

Workshop on

nursing held
CORRESPONDENT

TEZPUR, July 16: A daylong
workshop on ‘Nursing and
nursing in clinical practice” was
held at the Tezpur Medical
College here on Friday. The
workshop was aimed at mak-
ing nursing more practical with
clinical efficiency and patients’
satisfaction.

Besides the nurses of the
medical college and hospital,
the workshop was attended by
resource persons from various
frontline medical institutions
including the Dibrugarh BSc
Nursing College who spoke on
the importance of the subject
matter and urged the nurses to
dedicate themselves to their
duties and follow the ideology
of the founder of modern nurs-
ing, Florence Nightingale.

The Medical Superintend-
ent of the Tezpur Medical Col-
lege & Hospital, Dr RC Deka
spoke on the exalted status of
the nursing profession.

ASI kills self

CORRESPONDENT

RAHA, July 16: An Assistant
Sub-Inspector (ASI) of Raha Po-
lice Station committed suicide
by shooting himself at his offi-
cial residence on Wednesday.
The deceased has heen identi-
fied as Subhash Gogoi of Gu-
wahati and was posted at Raha
Police Station on May 21, 2015,
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GUWAHATT, July 16: Supra-
bha Deka, a pious, soft spoken
and respected lady of Lachit
Nagar here, died on July 6 after
a brief illness. She was 71,

She was actively associated
with the Lachit Nagar Namghar
and Lachit Nagar Mahila Samati,

She leaves behind two sons,
two daughters and a host of
relatives. Her hushand Sridhar
Deka had predeceased her.

IVERIWL 1ICal Leu

‘:ﬂ person, passed

away on July 5,
leaving behind his family, rela-
tives and a legion of friends and
admirers teary-eyed.

Pathak was my close neigh-
bour. In 1980, Pathak, myself
and Pradip Das, all of us who
worked in the Assam Secre-
tariat, purchased a plot of land
together and shared it equal-
ly. We built our houses there

AU UHUGIOvLISLary L L
Government of Assam, re-
mained 4 bachelor. He carried
out all the responsibilities of
his family members. His de-
mise will be deeply mourned
by anyone who came into con-
tact with him.

On the day of his ad-
yashraddha today, L pray to the
Almighty to grant eternal
peace to the departed soul.

— Kandarpa Bhuyan

Assam Tribune Epaper
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partment of Fertilizer, Gov-
ernment of India, the Brah-
maputra Valley Fertilizer Cor-
poration Ltd (BVFCL), Nam-
rup has opened its first mod-
el fertilizer retail shop at the
BVFCL daily market here on
Friday.

The retail shop was formal-
ly inaugurated by SD Singh,
Director (Production), BVF-
CL, in a brief ceremony.
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Cultivators from five villages of Bakata Parizat GP under Demow Development Block transplanting paddy seedlings during ‘Na-
Bhuai’ celebrations al Demow, on Friday. — UB Photos
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Rain slams brakes on De

Mayank Manohar
& Somreet Bhattacharya | TnN

New Delhi: With 43.4mm of
rain overnight, the civic bodi-
es’ tall claims on desiltingand
preparedness were drowned
on Saturday as traffic crawled
through arterial roads in
knee-deep water and the back-
flow choked colonies. Under-
passes and approach roads to
flyovers were the worst hit —
the second time this week at-
ter Thursday’s downpour.
L.Traffic cops had to shut

down one flank of the ATIMS

-~ flyover going towards South
Extension for the whole day

aftér five vehicles were stuck
due to massive waterlogging.

Ml—liéndustan Times ( Delhi )
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FLOOD FEST: h- 43.4mm of overnight rainfall, traffic crawled

through knee-deep water on the a

‘Waist-deep water choked the

underpasses at Sarita Vihar,

" Ashok Vihar, Badarpur, -De-

fence Colony and Okhla. Poli-

ce officers said it took more |

than five hours to get vehicles
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rterial roads in the Capital

to move on these stretches as
the civic bodies struggled to
arrange for pumps to drain
the water Mgolchand metro
station, Lajpat Nagar, RTRfly-
over, Apollo hospital, Gee
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Colony, Laxmi Nagar, Patpar-
ganj, M B road, Janakpuri,
ISBT Kashmere Gate werethe
worst affected areas after the
first spell of rain on Saturday.
Nagging traffic snarls were
reported from Outer Ring Ro-
ad, Ring Road, Mathura Road,
Rohtak Road and Vikas Marg
through theday. |

“] was stuck near the Al-
IMS flyover for nearly an
hour before the traffic cops di-
rected me to take an alternate
road. This could have been

done earlier to avoid the

snarls,” said Katishal ‘Sa-
rangi, an IT professional. |
Sodire wasthesituationat

the Prahaladpur underpass

in south Delhi that the driver
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“second time this week

and cleaner of a DTC bus had
to swim out and climb on the
roof of thebus tocallfor help.

While pumps were bro-
ught in to clear the arteries in
most places, rodds in the colo-
nies were flooded by the push-
back from arterial roads.

“If rain continuesforafew
more days, the situation will
get out of hand. AlLRWAs will
approach Delhi government .

to seek explanationonwhy cl- -

vic agencies fail every year In
keeping things under cont
rol,” said Chetan Sharma, ge- -
neral secretary, Confedera-

" tion of NCR Resident Welfare,

Associations (CONRWA).
For thefull report, log on
towwio. timesofindia.com
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TOUGH RIDE Commuters say cab prices skyrocketed within an hour ot showers

HT Correspondent

“ htrepﬂrters@hmdustantlmes cﬂm'

NEW DELHI: Early morning rainfall
in Delhi and the national capital
region iInundated vast stretches
of roads on Monday, trigger-
ing mile-long traffic snarls and
a nightmare of a commute for
thousands of office goers.

Social media was flooded with
photos of people wading through
knee-deep water and cars nego-
tiating massive waterlogging on
arterial roads, inciuding the
Ring Road and Outer Ring Road.

Commuters said cab prices
went through the roof within
an hour of rainfall and police
reported many underpasses were
inundated. The weather depart-
ment said the city got 23.8 mm of
rain between Sunday night and
Monday morning.

South Delhi was the worst hit
with severe traffic snarls due to
wateriogging. Water stagnated
mostly 1n the mouths of flyovers,
underpasses and low-lying areas.

Bumper-to-bumper traffic was
witnessed at Pusa Road, Anand
Parbat, Mundka, Janpath, Naraina,
Mavapuri, Zakhira Flyover,
Wazirabad, Badarpur border,
Wazirabad, Okhla, Palam Flyover,
Sectors6and 7of Dwarka sub-city,
Najafgarh and Peeragarhi. Traffic
jams were reported in Ghaziabad
and Noida at several places.
Vehicles to Delhi from Noida and
Greater Noidamoved at snail’s pace
In the morning.

The Delhi Traffic Police
tweeted consistently all morning
about possibie jams and blocks.

“We will be deploying many
of our personnel, and the focus
w1i] be on major waterlogging
points. We have already listed
out these water-logging points
and apprised the agencies con-
cerned of the need tofix them,”
Sandeep Goel, special commis-
sioner of police (traffic), said.

Laater 1n the day, deputy CM
Manish Sisodia directed all
agenciles involved to conduct
joint 1nspections and submit a
report within a day.

He sought a separate report
from the Delhi Traffic Police
about the roads vulnerable to
water-logging and the reasons
for it. A Delhil government
spokesperson said immediate

corrective action will be taken
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A (CIockw:se from top) Waterlogging outside Okhla Mandi on Mnnday. PWD workers draln out rainwater at
Lajpat Nagar and traffic jam at Commonweaith Games Village flyover on NH-24. South Delhi was the
worst hit with traffic snarls at HT-Delhi, Munirka, Moti Bagh, Chirag Delhi, Saket, Modi Mill, Moolchand,
South Extension, Yusuf Sarai, AlIMS and Andrews Ganj.

Light rains likely till Thursday

HT Correspondent

» htrepnﬂers@hlndustannmes r:nrn .

NEW DELHI: After a week of
heavy downpour, Delh1 will
see lighter rains in the com-
Ing three days.

According to the weather-
man, the city is expected to
get light rains till Thursday.
Moderate rain is expected on
Friday.

On Monday, the maximum
temperature was recorded
as 32.9 degrees Celsius, two

Leader of the House inSDMC  degrees below normal. The
SubhashAryablamedtheDelln minimum was recorded as
T ent for the waterlogging 25 degrees Celsius, also two
m- S S . L DR b R . (. [, . . . |

RAINY DAY

Delhi’s maximum tem-
perature on Monday
was two degrees below
normal

Minimum temperature
was recorded as 25°C,
also two degrees below
normal

Moderate rain in city

MAX MIN RAIN
TUE 33°C 26°C Light
WED 35""’( 26°C

SAUMYA KHANDELWAL, ARUN SHARMA, MOHD ZAKIR
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worst hit by traffic jams due
to waterlogging from rains.
Traffic was held up at IIT-
Delhi, Munirka, Moti Bagh,
Chirag Delhi, Saket, Modi Mill,
Moolchand, South Extension,
Yusuf Sarai, AIIMS, Lodhi Road
Andrews Gan), Greater Katlash,
Nehru Place and Jasola.
Delhi has so far received
188.6 mm of rains during this
monsoon, against the 184.7 mm
it normally receives. Most of
this was received over the past

one week.
According to the weather— _

normal rains this year and Jaly



5 [T,

L;%ﬂldo_ Cesimenn

! {STFATAied AATATT T H FBTIId AT/ d@ AFa=] AATATT

.
-

\-/I:Frﬁdustan Times { Delhi ) The Assam Tribune { Guwahati ) The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
idm. CTSFA The Times of India ( Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
he Tribune ( Chandigarh The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical ({ Bhopal )
The Hindu { Chennai 5 qcar

HANGING ON FOR DEAR LIFE * "™ ™"

- m\- .

= People cling on to a vehicle in an attempt to cross a flooded road in Agartala on Monday. Heavy
downpour continuied to wreak havoc across the country. Five rain-related deaths were reported in
Uttarakhand and UP whife Rajasthan stared at a flood-like situation. The weatherman has

predicted heavy rainfall in Assam, West Bengal and Meghalaya. REUTERS
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Peopleliving on Tangri

river bed asked to shift

NITISH SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMBALA, JULY18
The district administration

has put up notices in illegal
colonies built on the Tangri
river bed in Ambala Canton-
menft, asking residents to
~ vacate their houses and shift
to a safer place. | |

The notice warned resi-
dents that in view of above
normal monsoon forecast,
there was a danger of floods
in Tangri, a seasonal river.

More than 1,700 families
reside on the river bed.
They are worried. A few
years ago, people had lost
their belongings when
water entered their homes,
one of them said.

“We are ready to vacate our
houses, but the administra-
tion has to rehabilitate us,”
said another resident Nimmu
said, adding the majority of
residents were daily-wagers.

Darshan Lal, whose house
is on the river bed, said:
“Property dealers offered us
houses at cheaper rates. We
have been issued water and
electricity connections, and
_are paying house tax. We
have property registries.”

He further said residents
had requested the adminis-
tration and government to
make arrangements for
flood control, but they called
the colonies illegal. “If so,

Tangyri river bed in Ambala
Cantonment; and (right) a
waming pasted on the wall of a
house. PHOTOS: DEV DUTT SHARMA

why no action was taken
when the colonies were
being built?”

An official said, “There has
been negligence on the part
of the Town and Country
Planning Department and
the Municipal Corporation
that they let illegal colonies
mushroom on the river bed.
As aresult, the size of the riv-
er has squeezed.”

Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Prabhjot Singh, during a
recent visit to colonies, was
surprised to see houses on the
river bed. He asked the Irriga-
tion Department to notify the

‘river area so that no structure

was raised in future. _
As per the Haryana Canal

~and Drainage Act, 1974, a

house cannot be constructed

on the river bed, he said.

“To safeguard the resi-
dents, de-silting of the river
is in progress. Neverthe-
less, residents have been
asked to shift to a safer
place,” the DC added.
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orchards in Kinnaur

Flash floods raise Sutlej leve | Residents told to stay away from banks

BHANU P LOHUMI

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 18
Extensive damage was
caused to orchards and
houses following flash
floods triggered by a cloud-
burst at the Kharogala Nul-
lah near Batseri in the
Sangla valley of Kinnaur
district last night.

The flooded nullah dam-
aged the apple orchards of

about 50 villagers and half

a dozen houses.
"The losses ran
icrt:xres,F sald sources.
No loss of life was report-
ed. An elderly couple, how-
ever, had a harrowing time
as rescue teams could reach
them only in the morning.
The couple, identified as
Sonam Chhepal and Boran-
gachho, remained stuck on
a cliff through the night.
Clinging to a tree, they kept
sending signals through a
torch light to officials.
- The rescuers reached
them at 6 am today, said
Sub-Divisional  Magis-
trate (SDM) Kalpa Arvind
Sharma, adding that the
Sangla helipad had also
suffered damage.

The local administration

has sounded an alert asking
the authorities to shut down
hydropower projects in case

of emergency. The flash

floods increased the silt lev-
el in the Sutlej, damaging
two bridges and leading to
the closure of the Chitkul
link road.“The water level
has risen and locals have
been advised to stay away
from the river banks,” said
Nishant Thakur, Sub-Divi-

4

into

sional Magistrate, Rampur.

Meanwhile, heavy rain
lashed parts of Sirmaur,
Mandi, Solan, Shimla and
Una districts. The mimimum
temperature dropped by a
few notches at Keylong,
Kalpa and Manali. Shimla
and Dharamsala recorded
15.8 degrees, Palampur 18

degrees, Solan and Bhuntar
20.0 degrees, Sundernagar
21.8 degree and Una 25.0
degrees C. There was no sig-
nificant change in the maxi-
mum temperature. The Met
Department has predicted
rain/thundershowers in the
lower, mid and higher hills

‘over the next six days

The flooded Kharogala Nullah
in Kinnaur. TRIBUNE PHOTOS
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Rains cause waterlogging,
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traffic jams in many areas

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY 18

Traffic jams were again
reported across the nation-
al Capital after heavy rains
which caused waterlogging
In several areas.

The worst hit was South
Delhi with severe traffic
congestion at the stretch
between IIT-Delhi and
Munirka, Moti Bagh, Chi-

rag Delhi, Saket, Modi Mill,

Moolahchand, South
Extension, Yusuf Sarai,
AIIMS, Lodhi Road,
Andrews Ganj, Greater

Kailash, Nehru Place and
Jasola.

. Water stagnated at the
mouths of flyovers, under-
passes and low-lying areas,
during peak morning
hours.

- Long traffic jams were
also witnessed in and
around Pusa Road, Anand
Parbat, Mundka, Janpath,
Naraina, Mayapuri, Zakhi-
ra Flyover, Wazirabad,
Badarpur border,
Wazirabad, Okhla, Palam
Flyover, Sectors 6 and 7 of
Dwarka sub-city, Najafgarh
and Peeragarhi.

The Gurgaon-Dhaula
Kuan route also witnessed
a choc-a-block situation as
a tree fell on the road,
blocklng one carriageway,
while heavy rain and a bus
breakdown disrupted traf-
fic on the other, a traffic
official said.

Sisodia orders joint
inspections by agencles
In view of waterclogging in
several areas of the city fol-
lowing heavy downpour,
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia today
directed all the agencies

involved to conduct joint.

}

inspections and submit
reports on the reasons
behind complaints from
different areas within 24
hours.

He has sought a separate
report from the Delhi Traf-
fic Police about the roads
prone to waterlogging and
reasons for problem.

Sisodia directed officials
that waterlogging helpline
number 1077 must be
made functional on a 24x7
basis.

The reports will be fol-
lowed up by further correc-
tive measures to minimise
the problem of waterlog-
ging in the national Capi-
tal. .

The directions were given
by the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter in a high-level meeting
today attended by PWD

. Minister. Satyendar Jam

b SR T A T
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A heavy,trafﬁc jam on Vikas Marg following the rains in Delhi on Monday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS
RANJAN BHU!

Water Minister Kapil
Mishra and 50 senior offi-
clals of all the agencies
concerned- NDMC, three
MCDs, PWD, DJB, Rev-
enue, Urban Development,
DMRC, Delhi Cantonment

- Board, Irrigation and Flood

Control department and
the Delhi Traffic Police.

Sisodia directed the offi-
cials to take strict action
against any department/indi-
vidual for negligence of duty.
It was pointed out that water-
logging around the AIIMS
flyover has been due to the
ongoing construction by the
NBCC. He directed the SDM
of the concerned area to
issue challans against the
NBCC.

He also appreciated the
efforts being made by differ-
ent agencies to check water-
. 108BING. ry o o

Pandey files criminal
complaint against Gupta
Amid a blame game between
the AAP government's Pub-
Iic Works Department (PWD)
and the BJP-led municipal
corporations over the city's
waterlogging crisis, the AAP
Delhi convener Dilip Pandey
today accused BJP MLA
Vijender Gupta of mislead-
Ing people by posting false
(old) pictures of waterloggmg
in the Capital.

Pandey filed a c¢riminal
complaint against him for
posting pictures of waterlog-
ging which later turned out to
be very old.

"Pro-people policies and
decisions of the AAP have
left the BJP with no issues.
Frustrated BJP leaders are
now resorting to falsehood to
defame the government,”
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mog all the big rives continuing to rise even as lteavy rain
claiped sevep live in different parts of the state in 24 hours,
D INS repm‘ts ﬁ'on Lucknow.

aand Sha‘da were ﬂomng above danger levels.

en rivers imndated large tracts of land in Ambedkar

| , Deoria, Sigpur, Baharaich, Saharanpur, Lakhimpur-
Kheri and other dstricts.

Thousands of péple were forced to leave their homes in the

affected districtstnd shift to safer places.

Sources said thalheavy rain claimed seven lives in the state

in the past 24-hqirs. Four people, including two women,

were kllled whe] their house collapsed amid rain in Hathras

district on Satuday night. =~

Three deaths wre reported from Deona and Baharaich dis-

tricts. Heavy ran also battered Mathura, Agra and some

other towns orpunday, reports said.

The state govenment has directed the district authonnes to

be on alert andlaunch relief and rescue operations in the af-

fected areas.

feagodret ( aca )

Flood situation
grim mn Assam,
onedead

GUWAHATI, DHNS: Even as
the flood situation in Assam
turned grim once again on
Sunday with more heavy rain,
one person died in the early
hours due to flood in Narayan-
pur of Lakhimpur district.

Nearly 1.80 lakh people are
affected in the state due to flash
floods. Seven districts of the
state are still flood ravaged.

The Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger level in
Jorhat. Its tributaries - the
Dikhow and the Dhansiri are
also flowing above the danger
mark. About 267 villages are
inundated and nearly 14,000
hectares of agricultural land is
under flood waters.

A total of 25 relief camps
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cdmmuters r|de a cycle rickshaw after rain ﬂooded the area in Guwahatl on Sunday PTl

across the state are housing units have been sent to vulner- beenreported from Mongadn
about 5,000 people displaced able areas, official sources said. Golaghat and Lakhimpur dis-
by floods. SDRF and NDRF Damage of mfrasn"ucture has tricts, the sources added
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1,923 illegal structures on

stormwater drains: survey
BBMP promises it will take up demohuon drive in October

G Manjusalnath

BENGALURU: The Bengaluru
Urban district administration
has identified 1,923 illegal
structures on storm water
drains (SWDs) and feeder
canals of lakes in Bengaluru.

The authorities claim that
they have completed the survey
of 842 km of SWDs and canals.
By the first week of August, sur-
vey sketches will be handed over
' to the SWD division of the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP), thecustodlan of
thedrains.

A senior officer in the district
administration said: “Our field
work (of measuring the SWDs)
is over and survey sketches are
ready.” BBMP Chief Engineer
(SWD) Siddegowda said: “Joint
Director of Land Records K
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The BBMP authorltles clalm to have completed survey of
SWDs and canals in the city. bH FILE PROTO

Jayaprakash has assured that
attestation of the survey sketch-
es will be completed by July-
end. We may get the sketches

in the first week of August.”
Siddegowda said the Rev-

enue department officials will

identify the properties en-

croachmg upon the SWDs.
“The demolition drive will start
once the illegal structures are
identified. We may start the
drive from October first week,”
headded.

The survey was started in
2011 following a High Court or-
der to remove illegal structures
on SWDs. The order was based
on a Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) by the Five-Year Law
Graduates’ Association in view
of flooding and disappearing of
lakes in the city. The court di-
rected the BBMP to submit
monthly progressreporttoitas
well as the petitioner.

‘Survey afarce’

S Umesh of Five-Year Law
Graduates’ Association, who
had filed the PIL, rubbished the
survey report. “The claim that
there are only 1,923 encroach-

- WET T | N —— |

ments is a farce. The number is
much higher. Many powerful
people are among the en-
croachers. There are corporate
hospitals, shrines, temples,
malls, educational institutions,
bungalows, apartments, com-
mercial buildings etc on the
SWDs. These have been inten-
tionally excluded,” he said.

He accused the district ad-
ministration and BBMP officials
of conniving with realtors. “The
BBMP has narrowed many
stormwater drains from 50 feet
to a mere three to five feet. It
also ignored measuring many
drains. The shoddy work has led
to flooding in many parts of
Bengaluru.”

Umesh said the BBMP has
not submitted the progress re-
port to him for the last eight
months.

DH News Service
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BAGALHOT/GADAG, DHNS:
As much as 100 acres of

wWa
of Bagalkot district follow-
ing floods inRiver Krishna.
The river water has gushed
into Guheshwara Gadde vil-
lage inundating farmlands.
Kankanavadi-J amkhandiroad
s under water snapping the
road connectivity. - |
 Meanwhile, all the 26 crest .
gates of the Almatti reservoir
were closed on Sunday. The
reservoir is almost full and

only 45,000 cusecs of wateris

being released for power gel-
eration. - o | L - | -
The inflow into the reser following the decision of the following floods in the River ag « it
voir, which stood at 188 lakh irrigation consuitative com- Krishna and its rributaries — gap of nearly a week. Move-
' mittee. The reservoir irrigates Doodganga and Vedaganga. ment of vehicles was affected
' Rain lashed Dharwad and sur- " a5 several roads in the town
o logge

cusecs on Saturday, came
down to 1.40 lakh cusecs on a5 much as six lakh hectares. _ _
Sunday as rains recededinthe The skies remained OVer- rounding areas | t .-
avi city. With  two hours on Sunday after- It drizzled for the wholeday

only in Karwar. Bhagkal, Kumsa.

mthentareasinMaharaSh- cast in the Belag ‘
| - noon. However, there was
UttaraKannada -

tra. | the rains _..receding,-.-e_ight. |
Water is being released for bridges in the district were a drizzle in Hubballi and sur- and Ankola in Uttara Kannad:
irrigation purposes to the opened for traffic. rounidingareas. = disti'ic-tk‘rece'ived:;ﬁl@demfe'
command areas of the dam The bridges had submérged - . It rained heavily for anhour rains. o
iR S T A o 1 _
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Rams clalm 12 lives in Uttarakhand

_STAFF REP()RTER -

DEHRADUN: With heavy rains
lashing Uttarakhand’s Uttar-

- kashi, Nainital, Tehri and

Pauri districts since Satur-

day, 12 people have died in

landslips and rain-related

road accidents.
- While three persons died

~ inroad accidents in Nainital @
district on Saturday evening,

the death toll reached 12

within two days of heavy

- rains across the State after
three persons died in Pauri

district’s Srinagar as a vehi-

cle fell into a gorge.

Four persons died in Tehri

district’s Kumarkhera area
after a jeep was trapped in a

landshide, and two persons

~ died when a tree fell on a
building in Uttarkashi dis-
- trict’s Barkot area. '
As the rains contmued to

" lash the State on Sunday, the
roads, especially the ones
~ leading to the Char Dham ya-
tra including the Rishikesh- -
Badrmath natlonal highway,

Iy

Kumarkhera in Tehri on Sunday. — PHOTO: PTi

and the Rishikesh-Kedar-
nath national highway be-

tween Sonprayag and Gauri-

kund, remained cut off due to

landslips, which disrupted

the yatra.
By Sunday evening, 442

roads, including few national

highways and roads under
- the - PMGSY,

blocked. Several bridges
across the State also got
damaged in the heavy rains.
According to the State Di-
saster Management Depart-

ment, a situation of threat

remained

~ loomed over Haridwar on

Sunday as the Ganga reached
293.2 metres against its dan-

Bl  ger mark of 294 m. Six teams

of the Haridwar police and

five rafts were kept ready in

case of a mishap due to the

~ rising water levels.

- The Bhagirathi at Uttar-
kashi remained at 1121 m, like

S = Saturday, which was 2m be-
WO  low its danger mark. And the

Sharda at Champawat was
flowing at 221.10 m, which
was only 0.6 m below its dan-

ger mark.

‘Weather may MPMe’ |
According to the Dehra-

L | T 8 dun Meteorological Centre
CI.AWING BACK Restoratlon work in progress after a landslide in

the weather would improve

from Monday morning as the

rainfall across the State
would considerably reduce.

- “Water levels have been
reducing. By Monday, the sit-
uation will further improve
as the rainfall across the State

will reduce,” Additional Sec-
- retary - (Disaster Manage-

ment) C. Ravishankar said.
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Times News NETWORK

Dehradun: Heavy to extreme-

ly heavy rains which have
lashed most of Uttarakhand
for the past three days refused
to subside on Sunday, leaving
at least 12 people dead and sev-
eral injured.

Four people from Rishi-
kesh were killed after the car
they were travelling in was
buried under debris brought
down by landslide, triggered
by incessant rains at Kumark-
heda near Narendra Nagar in
Tehridistrict on Sunday after-
noon. Biresh Srikoti (32), Mu-
kesh Gusain (32), Shyam Pra-
sad Nautiyal (47) and Umesh
Rawat (33) were travelling
from Rishikesh to Chamba.
Santosh Badoni, deputy secre-
tary, disaster management de-
partment, told TOI that offi-
cials at the spot had stopped
the car and warned them not
to goahead, but in vain.

The landslide shut the
h1ghway for many hours.
~ On Saturday night, two

persons werekilled and one in-
jured after a tree came crash-
ing down atop a cow shelterfol-
lowing a downpour in Nand-
gaon village, Uttarkashi dis-
trict. Thesamenight saw three
more deaths when a car fell in-
to a deep gorge some 14km be-
fore Srinagar in Pauridistrict.
The victims were on their way
to a marriage ceremony. Al-

| Aflooded street in Dehradun' B

Downpour floods fresh areas in states

_Arnit Sharma

H eavy rains on Sunday continyed to affect Assam, Rajasthan, -
Madhya Pradesh and Haryana, as swollen rivers flooded new
areas and claimed more lives. In Assam, 1.77 lakh people have been
hit across seven districts. The Brahmaputra has been flowing above

the danger mark at several places. One person reportedly drowned

in floodwaters in Sivasagar district. About 13,000 hectares of crop
area have beeninundated. Heavy rain also lashed Rajasthan. An
elderly woman and her grandson died when a partof their house

collapsed in Karaulidistrict. In Chittorgarh, three teens bathlng ina

rain-fed river drowned. In Madhya Pradesh, many rivers in Bhind
and Sheopur Kalan are in spate. In Haryana, the catchment area of
the Yamuna received heavy rainfall, triggering fears of a flood-like
situation in Delhi and NCR. Meanwhile, Mathura has recorded
rainfall of 190mmin 16 hours over the weekend —the highest
inthe Iastsoyears.Theadminlstratlonhasdeclaredﬂood

alert in low-lying areas. Tnn

though the accident was attri-
buted to heavyrainfalland low
visibility, officials saia the
deaths were not rain-related.
Earlier on Saturday morn-
ing, an elderly woman died

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllll

and one person was injured as
a passenger bus plunged intoa

gushing local stream in the

Chorgaliya area in Haldwani
after the water level in the
stream suddenly increased

due to torrential rainfall. In
another incident in Almoraocn
Saturday noon, a vehicle car-
rying eight passengers to
Haldwanifell intoa gorgenear
Chauraband leading to the
death of two people although
confirmation was not forth-
coming whether the accident
happened due to the low visi-
bility caused by torrential
rains lashing theregion.
Meanwhile, many places
in the state witnessed very
heavy rainfall with areas like

. Roorkee recording a stagger-

ing 318mm rain till Sunday af-
ternoon. Haldwani and Naini-
tal received 214mm and 154mm
rainfall respectively while in
Haridwar district, the city ar-
ea witnessed 101.8mm rainfall
and the flood-prone Laksar
around 150mm. Almora reord-
ed 103.2mm rain on Sunday
whereas Someshwar also re-

- corded 105mm rainfall.

- However, the Meteorologi-
cal centre, which had issued a

~ red coloured “Take Action”
. warning of heavy to very

heavy rainfall at a few places
in certain districts with ex-
tremely heavy rainfall at iso-
lated places on Sunday, pre-
dicted easing of rainfall in the
days ahead. “ There would be a
gradual reduction. in rain in-
tensity and rain distribution
from Monday onwards,” said
Bikram Singh, director, Mete-
orological Centre.

-------------------------------------
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Damage: Debris falling due to lan

o} illps block hlghways roads
OkilledinU <hand rain; rivers in sp

DEHRAD/N, PTi: FOUr peo-
ple weren Sunday Killed in
Uttarakiand’s Tehri district
when thir car was hit by
debris filing from a hillside
followig a landslide trig-
gered b heavy rain, taking
the tollo 10-even as the
Ganga,/amuna and their
tributaies went into spate.

Bhagrathi, Alaknanda and
Mandxini rivers were flowing
close o the danger mark
promgng authorities to evac-
uate ple living close to the

g national hlghways af-
the Chardham and

-Mansarovar pilgrim-

Chyf Minister Harish Rawat
visite| the Disaster Mitigation
and Nanagement Centre and
askedofficials to keep them-
selve| prepared to deal with
any epergency in view pf heavy
rain Ashing most parts of the

L
"

-

COLLATERAL DAMAGE Restoratlon work In progress after heavy iandshde In Kumarkhera
Narendra Nagar district in Tehri, Uttarakhand on Sunday. pT

state since Friday. Landslip de-
bris hit a car near Narendrana-
gar bypass on Rishikesh-Gan-
gotri natlonal highway when it
was on its way from Rishikesh
to Chamba, SDM Narendrana-
gar KK Mishra said.
All the four occupants of the

car were killed on the spot, he
said. Police, BRO, SDRF and
Army personnel pulled out the
mangled bodies of the victims
from under the rubble and the
crushed car.

The highway has been
closed following landslides and

over 250 families of
Kumbharkheda have been shift-
ed to safer locations, the official
said.

There was a major landshde
in the upper part of Rajmahal
bypass at around 12 am on Sun-

~ day and the pebbles and boul-

ders hit the car, Mishra said.

The deceased have been
identified as Viresh Shrikoti
(32), Umesh Rawat (33)
Mukesh Gusain (33) and
Shyam Nautiyal (36).

With these deaths the toll in
rain-related incidents in the

state has climbed to 10.

One more killed

One woman was killed on Sat-
urday morning when the bus
she was travelling in over-
turned after being hit by the
overflowing waters of a swollen
canal at Haldwani in Nainital

‘district.
Two more deaths were re-

ported late on Saturday
evening from Uttarkashi where
a tree fell over a cowshed,
killing one on the spot and leav-
ing two injured out of which

one died on the way to hospltal '

In another incident, in Pauri
district, a car skidded off the

road which had become slip-

pery due to rain on Saturday
evening and fell into a gorge,
killing three and leaving two
others injured.
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WHEN TORRENTIAL RAIN HITS: (1) Residents use steel tub to wade through a waterlogged road near Sangam Vihar in New
Detht (2 Lo hrino arnacinors ~ohmeroad in flond water of the Ganea after a heavv dmnnonrr manicadd vise in water fevel at

Aiiahabad. (3) Vehicles were stucK after hug:. oo

Lightning Kills 3 in Bihar, 1.88L affected

NEW DELHI, PTI: Atleast three
| people were killed on Saturday
" in rain-related incidents in Bi-
har as the flood situation re-
mained critical in Assam.

‘The n: capital also re-
ceived heavy rain, leading to
waterlogging in several areas
and heavy traffic jams on many
busy intersections. The light-

Higrken

ning strikes in Bihar’s Jamuu dis-
trict killed three women, while
two others sustained burn in-
juries.
The flood situation in Assam
\tns critical with over 1.88
lakh ple reeling under the
Impactf the deluge in six dis-
tricts of the state. More than
30Qvillages have been affected

{he road nead -

i1 :[.di

by the tloods, with 16,240
hectares of crop land sub-
merged, and standing crops
flattened.

Heavy rain disrupted normal
life in most places in Uttarak-
hand. The highway leading up
to Badrinath was blocked with
boulders. The Met department
in Uttarakhand predicts heavy

WF gav T

5 Gk
B

e o0 salundd Y.
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rain for the next two days in the

mountain areas, especially the
disaster-prone Pithoragarh, Ut-
tarkashi, Chamoli and
Rudraprayag districts.

More than 30 people were
rescued in Rajasthan’s Karauli
district who were stuck due to
the continuous rainfall since
Friday flooding the place.




Reetrais 7.4/ (7L 1 Poranferiea '
AATATS T H Fe0URTA HIEe/ &g AFTEl AATATY

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
ATHTIA STSHA ( {&eet )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )

The Assam Tribune ({ Guwahati }
The Times of India { Mumbai )

The Telegraph { Kolkata )
fEegedie ( UcaT )

\The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical ( Bhopat )

\~the Hindu ( Chennai )

water soo; Nagarjunasagar, Srisailam have to wail
S v _
s full, TS gears up

LVENKAT RAM REDDY' DC o N LT‘ SRRSTS— o —— o oirs, 'namely Kalwakur-
,"HYDERABAD, JULY 17 . ERL l 705 ft sre ' A G thy, Nettempad, Bheema

| | and Koilsagar.” He, howev-
Narayanpur dams in neigh-- % e not be enough to reach
almost reached full reser- sagar dams.

yoir levels due to incessant “Krishna water has 10
¢ Krishna waters from | . - . has ‘a capacity of 11 tmc,
- these dams is expected to the Jurala project on a wail- - Sunday, ] ' 1,615 after which the water
he released downstream to footing to fill the reservowrs - said, “It may take three- would be released to
the Jurala project 1n in Mahbubnagar district to = Narayanpur Dam, it is yet four days to release water Srisailam dam, whichhasa
:Mahbubnagar soon. store 26 tmc to meet irriga- to be released to the Jurala from Narayanpur Dam to 300 tmcC capacity, followed
 Jrrigation minister " T. tion and drinking water project as the Narayanpur Jurala. = | by Nagarjuna Sagar with a .
Harish Rao on Sunday nheeds. Dam is yet to be filled. The “In the meantime, we will capacity of 300 tmc.

g:lirected officials to com- While water from Almatti level of the Narayanpur complete all pending dis- |
plete all pending distribu- Dam, which touched 1701 ft Dam touched 1,604 ft on tributary and channel M Page 4 Harish wants all

tary and thannel works of againstan FRL of1705fton Sunday against

an FRL of works to fill four reser- . reservoirs to be filled up
i YRR, ' : j
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trict  Magistrate Dipendra
Chaudhary said. |
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Three die in Bihar

" pTI reports from New

Delhi: . "
inued to be 1D bt g were klﬂ.ed in rain related LV

the State contin  wmesw ' cidents in Bihar, while the
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near Hald- " ega e .. Heavy rain '

waniarea S0 ororrential A et B a@ Pl M e national capitdl ol
ains. Two Persons were o . N U . N wB N T : g

* &ATERWO: Vlllagers crossa 'b”ridge sub | on many busy :}Ilter.se‘:t.ions' |
While electricity and district of West Bengal on Saturday. — PHOTO: PTH | - _ . FThe flood situation ‘n
| | | d on their return  sam remained critical wik

inki upply re- o | |
mg dﬁiﬁf& I;E' ¥nany Rains across the State have (m) below 1S danger Jevel.  strande: mukh when two over 1.88 1akh peoplfe txlrfe
t of thE Ua

' in ith - ‘ - : ~ukh under the 1mpac
laces across the Staté 185 left the rivers 1 spate With Dham Yatra hit bridges between Gaum er the imp:
If)amﬂies took sheltet 1% relief  the O nearing the e Ch’?rhe Char Dham Yatra e and Gangotri weré damaged ugeinsSi districts.

camps as there was the ger mark at several places. 2 the rising Water the | Over 200 villages

s t , . o Tyieas- mained disrupted due t0 fre- e TiSIng ’
threat of theif BOUE being  Accort ther?ttat%zgaarst- quent landslips caused DYy Bhagirathi. Eighty kanwa

damaged either from ‘Ehe ter Manageme B rar  CORLDUOUS vains.  rias }
Jandslips or the overflowing ~ ment, the C:lngzz gfolgarnlletres \bout 150 kanwarias, devo- have been brou

ivers ] h and had reach ‘ ’
Ié;eal;;oi?dig:rtg;ggar which was just about a metre  1€€S of Lord Shiva, were Gangotrl,
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“And Now
It’s Floods |-
In Bombay

BOMBAY, JULY 16.

Water-starved Bombay is now
facing floods. i
- Heavy and 1incessant rains
lashed Bombay city and suburbs
flooding low level areas and 7
causing dislocation of railway
and motor transport. Parts of
the city and suburbs were under
a blanket of water rendering
hundreds of slum dwellers
homeless.

One of the persons to be affect- "
ed by the heavy rains was Mr.
Orville Freeman, U.S. Secretary
for Agriculture, who was B
delayed for nearly an hour to
attend an engagement. |

A number of trees were
uprooted in the city and suburbs
adding to the traffic jam.

The walls of a police hospital
collapsed in the heavy rains. No
one was however injured.

Hutment dwellers colony at |
Ghatkopar in North Bombay
was flooded almost to the roof.
About 1,000 people living in the
colony had to leave for a safer
place nearby. The worst-traffic
jam was witnessed at King
Circle in North Bombay which
was submerged waist deep.
Roads on Parel, Kurla, Lalbaugh
were also under 2 to 4 feet water.

Most of the suburban trains
were running behind schedule
due to cautious driving on water
logged-tracks. The city’s munici-
pal transport service had to
divert the bases from many of
its routes in order to avoid flood- |
ed-areas. The Port Trust has
hoisted signed number three
warning country crafts of the
choppy seas. The Colaba
Weather Bureau forecast fairly
frequent rain or showers, at
times heavy rains accompanied
by gusty winds for the next 24
hours. For the 24 hours ended
5.30 pm today the city had 120.4
mm of rain and suburbs 133.3
mm. The season’s total in the
city is 506 mm. — UNL
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STATE OF SEWAGE
TREATMENT IN DELH|

18 drains discharge waste
water into the Yamuna

» 14 between Wazirabad and
Okhla Barrage stretch

» 4 downstream of Okhla

et O ) "j.l_‘ﬂ‘..|'.'.-rr1_-'_"i_".'-_".l'_":-t Bl KT

4,200 million litres per day
(MLD) waste water generated

in Delhi _
o 2,643.4 ML is
3,059.5 MLD is the daily operational capacity
treatment capacity. This excludes
) | Coronation Pillar STPthatwas - | 1,941.7 MLDis the
g™ Shahdara drain found shut during inspection - | actual capacity utilisation
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New Delhi: A report by Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) submitted to ‘Natio-
nal Green Tribunal (NGT) on
the city’s sewage treatment
shows why it is highly unrea-
listic to expect a clean Yamu-

naanytime soon.

- Thereportstatesthataga-
inst a generation of 4,200 mil-

e 1ion litresaday (MLD)of was-

te water, about 1,951.67MLD is
being treated while therest is
being discharged into the rl-
ver directly The only time
there is fresh water in the ri-
ver is during the monsoon,
which effectively means that
for the rest of the year, the ri-
ver is itself a hugedrain.
According to Status of Se-

wage Treatment Plants and

Drainsof Delhi, “It was obser-

ved that during inspection,
the Yamuna ends at Wazira-
bad and the river virtually
start with effluent of Najaf-

garhdrain.”

It reveals that 31 out of the
40 sewage treatment plants in
the city are unable to treat se-
wage according to the new
norms withrespect tovarious
parameters like total suspen-
ded solids, biochemical oxy-
gen demand and chemical
oxygen demand.

Making a case for opti-

mum utilisation of existing

infrastructure over construc-
tion of more STPs, the report
says, “It was not clear how the
sewage from adjoiningdrains
of Najafgarh will be conveyed

. munad.

shows clean Yamuna a distant dream

to projected STPs sites as pro-
per sewerage system plan will
have to be built. STPs instal-
led in the catchment of Najatf-
garh drain like Nilothi, Pa-
pankalan, Najafgarh, Rohini,
Rithala are running below ca-
pacity First and foremost
task of DJB or any stakehol-
der may be to optimise the
operation of existing STPs
and plan how tore-use treated
sewage.” |

Manoj Mishra, convener
of Yamuna Jiye Abhiyan and
the petitioner in the case, has
written to lieutenant gover-
nor NajeebJungand chief mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal, say-
ing that if this issue is not

‘addressed immediately, one

can forget about a clean Ya-
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worst hit by traffic jams due
to waterlogging from rains.
Traffic was held up at IIT- | |
Delhi, Munirka, Moti Bagh, | |
Chirag Delhi, Saket, Modi Mill,
Moolchand, South Extension,
Yusuf Sarai, ATIMS, Lodhi Road
Andrews Ganj, Greater Kailash,
Nehru Place and Jasola.
Delhi has so far received

........................................................................

» htreporters®hindustantimes.com

RAINY DAY

Delhi’s maximum tem-
perature on Monday
was two degrees below
hormal

Minimum temperature
was recorded as 25°C,
also two degrees belew

NEW DELHI: After a week of
heavy downpour, Delhi will
see lighter rains in the com-
ing three days.

According to the weather-
man, the city is expected to
get light rains till Thursday:

hormal -

Moderate rain is expected on . 188.6 mm of rains during this
Friday. Moderate rain in city monsoon, against the 184.7 mm

On Monday, the maximum MAX MIN RAIN it normally receives. Most of
temperature was recorded [ Ligh ¢ | thiswasreceived over the past
as 32.9 degrees Celsius, two TUE 33 C. 26 e |  one week.
degrees below normal. The | WED 35°C 26°C Light According to the weather-
minimum was recorded as "THU’MSS“C"'""FE%'“C - “Light | man, Delhi will receive above

25 degrees Celsius, also two
degrees below normal.

normal rains this year and July
and August are expected to see

i 32°C 26°C 'Mmmta |

By -—l-llll-l—l-iﬁh_n P

The morning brought moder-
ate rain to many parts of the
city. At Safdarjung, the official
observatory for Delhi, 21 mm of
rains were recorded after 8.30
am. 23 mm rain was recorded

over Sunday night and Monday

morning, leading to waterlog-

ging and traffic jams during the

morning rush hour.

South Delhi was among the

heavy rains.

On Tuesday, the maximum
and minimum temperatures
are expected to be between 33
degrees Celsius and 26 degrees
Celsius.
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Centres nod to ..
hydto- -engine ering
callege in Bllaspur
M::‘:f“?/ W]

SHIMLA, JULY 18
With the Centre approving

o _._-'_-._'.::'.'.:.'. )

the setting up of the Hydro-

Power Engineering College
in Bilaspur, Himachal will
be signing an agreement
with the National Hydro
Power Corporation (NHPC)
and the National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC)
later this week.

The approval from the
Union Power Ministry was
received just two days
back and the signing of
two separate agreements
by Himachal Government
with the NHPC and the
NTPC is likely to be done
within this week. A chunk
of land measuring 62

— bighas has already been
1dentified and finalized at
Bandhla village in
Bilaspur district.

“It 1s Just two days back
that we received approval
from the Centre and the
agreement is likely to be
signed within a week’s
time,” confirmed Sanjay
Gupta, Secretary, Techni-
cal Education. He
revealed that there would
be a total of 240 seats in
civil, electrical, mechani-
cal and computer engi-
neering. The MoU has
been drafted and sent to
the Union Power Ministry
so that it could be signed
| at the earliest.

T | As per the memoran-
dum of understand
(MoU), the Himachal Gov-
ernment will constitute
the Board of Governors of
the college and 50 per
cent of the members will
be from the NHPC. the

TPC and Power Mlmstry '-

and the remaining from the
state government.

The NTPC and the NHPC
will provide a sum of Rs 37.50
crore each in the first install-
ment and Rs 25 lakh each lat-
er. Himachal Government

‘will not have to make any

expendifure as 1t will be pro-
viding land for the college.

As far as the filling of
seats 18 concerned,
Himachal will get a share of
65 per cent, the NHPC and
the NTPC jointly will have
15 per cent and the remain-
ing 20 per cent will be filled
from the all-India quota.

The delay in the setting
up of the hydro-engineer-
ing college had become a
major bone of contention
between the BJP and the
Congress, with  both
blaming each other. In

fact, Union Health Minis-

ter JP Nadda was instruj
mental in getting the proj-
ect pushed through as it

i the
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o . e park
gublmm' i tratien% - R elevators at safest
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Mondav 0 ere 48 - electricity supply and
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Fitce e Capn L e o
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VUAYAWADA: With water levels

fast rising in the Almatti res-

ervoir in neighbouring Kar-

nataka, the Andhra Pradesh :"

government is preparing the

ground to cater to the needs

of Rayalaseema region.

The reservoir on the
Krishna, which is receiving
inflows of 1.6 lakh cusecs is
getting filled at the relatively

faster rate of 10 tmcft a day.

With a flood cushion of just
about 7 tmcft, it began releas-
ing water at the rate of
48,000 cusecs on Monday.
The Almatti authorities
have to increase the dis-
charge to one lakh cusecs or
more to prevent water from
flowing over the crest gates.
While a continuous flow
of 115,740 cusecs a day will
fill a tank with a capacity of
10 tmcft, a flow of 1,73,610 cu-
secs will fill a tank of 15 tmcft,
according to the formula.
The flood cushion of both
Narayanapur and Jurala res-
ervoirs upstream of Srisai-
lam was about 11 tmcft in the

-
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The reservoir, which has a flood cushlon of about 7 tmcft,
began releasing water at the rate of 48,000 cusecs.

morning, and they too would

get filled in a day if Almatti.

continued to receive the
flood inflow of 15 lakh
CUsecs.

Primary objective
The Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment, which is pumping

3,000 cusecs of Godavari wa- |
ter from Pattiseema to cater

to the needs of the delta
farmers, is planning to lift

Krishna floodwater from the

Rs.1,300-crore
Lift Irrigation Scheme.

foreshores of Srisailam res-
ervoir to Rayalaseema using

- the Handri-Neeva Su]ala Sra-

vanti project. .

- This was the primary ob-
jective of taking up the
Pattiseema

The water level in the Sri-
sailam reservoir, that record-
ed 7884 ft, should however,
rise up to 841 ft for the pumps
of the HNSS lift irrigation
scheme to draw water.
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Cont aminated drain ‘
load getting into (p\ 9

Yamuna river: Panel |
Questions Delhi Jal Board planto (
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build 14 sewage treatment plants
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KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, JULY 18

AN EXPERT committee consti-
tuted by the National Green
Tribunal to assess the pollution
load of drains prior to joining
Yamuna has observed that all the
drains have “bacteriological con-
tamination”.

The committee, which also
inspected the performance of
the sewage treatment plants
(STPs), has questioned the Delhi
Jal Board's plan to clean up
Yamuna by building 14 new
sewage treatment plants, and
called for the optimum utilisa-
tion of the existing ones instead.

Inits findings, the committee
has observed that value of
Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD)

“does not meet the standard
limit” of 250 milligram per litre in
7 drains — ISBT drain, Tonga
stand, Kailash Nagar, Delhi gate
drain, Sen Nursing Home, Jaitpur
drain and Tughlakabad drain. A
CODtest is commonly used ton-
directly measure the amount of

organic compounds inwater. The"
COD is the standard test for indi-

rect measurement of the amount
of pollution (that cannot be oxi-
dised biologically) in a sample of
water. The result of a COD testin-
dicates the amount of water-dis-
solved oxygen consumed by the
contaminants.

The committee has also ob-
served that with respect to
heavy metals, iron was found
above prescribed limit of 3 mil-
ligram per litre in Najafgarh
drain, Kailash Nagar drain, ISBT
drain, Sen Nursing Home, Jaitpur
drain and Tuglakabad drain.

The committee has recom-
mended that “effluent quality”
of STPs shall be monitored 24X7
with data transmission connec-

tivity to the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) and
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). It has also said de-
velopment of the proposed sites
of STPs may take around “30-40
years” and several drains carry-
ing waste water are directly join-
ing Yamuna without their water
being treated at any of the oper-
ational sewage plants.

“Development of the pro-
posed sites of 14 STPs In
Najafgarh catchment may take
long time (30-40 years)and then
may be possibility for construc-
tion of treatment facility. First
and foremost task of DJB may be
to optimize the operation of ex-
isting STPs up to the level of the
desired standards and to plan for
how to re-use of treated sewage,”
the committee has said.

Waste water generation in
Delhi has been assessed as 4,200
MLD (million litres per day) and
the waste water treatiment capac-
ity developed so far is 3059.48
MLD comprising 40 STPs. The ca-
pacity utilizationis only 63.46 per
cent as the amount of waste wa-
ter reaching STPs is only 1941.67
MLD and 54 per cent of untreated
sewage i.e. 2,259 MLD finds its
way to river Yamuna and deteri-
oratesits water quality,” the com-
mittee has noted.

The NGT had constituted the
five-member committee to in-
spect the DJB's five STPs covered
under the first phase of clean
river Yamuna project. A bench,
headed by NGT Chairperson
Justice Swatanter Kumatr, had
said the panel, comprising mem-
ber (secretary) CPCB, member
(secretary) DPCC, a scientist from
the Ministry of Environment and
Forests and two professors,
would file a report before it on
the working of these STPs. The
matter will be taken up Tuesday.



~Monsoon | Road cave-ins add to the mayhem
- May Take A
- Short Break
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New Delhi: As if waterlog-
ging as a result of incessant
rain were not enough, at least
five incidents of road cave-in
added to Delhiites’ woes on
Monday. Motorists and com-
muters had a harrowing time
as there were jams on major
arteries in peak hours. Even
roads in Lutyens’ zone remai-
ned flooded.

A portion of Krishna Me- §. . P, T

non Marg caved in around f patl™ A WS e
opm. A disaster was aver ted as Rl Oy Ry
15 Indian Navy personnel g - 88
escaped unhurt after the bus [EV aadidine . 18
they were travelling in got
stuck in a huge crater in the L
middle of the road. Cops had
to use cranes to pull up the ve-
hicle. NDMC officials said
that the damaged portion of
the road had been restored
temporarily and it would be
open to traffic by Tuesday
morning.
TOl “We have put barricades
near the portion that caved in.
We have directed our staft to
cet it repaired by Tuesday
morning so that there are no
traffic disruptions on the rou-
te,” said a senior NDMC otfici-
al.

Anocther bus was damaged
after a portion of the Mehrau-
li-Badarpur road caved in tol-
lowing the morning showers.
There were only a handful of
passengers in the vehicle who
escaped unhurt, police said.
The cave-insonthearterial ro-
adsled to hour-long snarls.

A few more cave-ins took

New Delhi: The monsoon,
which has been quite active
over Delhi for the past three
days, is expected to take a shght
break. The Met department
said that rainfall activity will
reduce over the national capital
on Tuesday, and Wednesday 18
expected to witness only scat-
tered rainfall. However, by Fri-
day, thesystem will pick uponce
again and fairly widespread
showers have been predicted
for theregion by the weekend.

Delhi recorded 26.3mm rain
in 24 hours up till 8.30am on
Monday and another 2lmm in
the next 12 hours. Since June 1,
which is the official date for
monsoon to break over the
country, Delhi has recorded
246mm rain which 1s 7Imm
more than normal.
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A bus stuck in a caved-in road at N
Krishna Menon Marg - South Delhi areas like Okhla (top) and Pul Prahladpur underpass near

Tughlagahad M'etro station saw massive waterlogging

“The normal rainfall for Ju-

ly is 109.4mm but tiil 8.30am on

July18, wehad already recorded
212.2mm rain. Of this, 123mm
has been recorded since July
14,” said a Met official. Since
2006, July has recorded rainfall
above 200mm on only five occa-

sions, including this year.

place on the stretch between
Modi Mill and Captain Gaur
Marg crossing, the Peeragar-
hi-Vikaspuri stretch near the
Meera Bagh crossing and
Shakti Nagar-Nangia Park in
west Delhi.

PWD officials said that

dingly,” said a PWD otticer:

Meanwhile, the traffic po-
lice said that they had identifi-
ed at least 20 stretches that are
prone to cave-ins. A reporthas
been prepared in this regard
and forwarded to the civic bo-
dies.

underpass and Mundka Met-
ro station. These areas remai-
ned submerged in ankle-deep
water after Monday morning
downpour.

Mayors of North and So-
uth Corporations claimed it
was basically PWD roads

monsoon but PWD didn't
complete their work. As a re-
sult, entire Delhi 1s facing
massive waterlogging,” said
Sanjeev Nayyar, mayor of
North Corporation.

However, PWD hit back at
the corporations, saying the

The Met department has
forecast that scattered to fairly
widespread rain is likely to oc-
cur over Himachal Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Haryana, Chandi-
garh, Delhi and Uttar Pradesh
over the next two days and 1so0-
lated rain over Jammu and
Kashmir, Punjab and Rajas-
than.

Monday’s maximum tem-
perature was 32.9degrees Celst-
12, two degrees Delow normal |
while the minimum was 25 de-
grees Celsius, two degrees be-
low normal. Officials said that
the temperature could rise to
about 35 degrees over the next
couple of days. “Delhi will see a
generally cloudy sky becoming
partly cloudy on July 20. There
will be light rain or drizzie on
July 19 with rain or thunder-
showers likely to occur towards
the evening or night of July 21
and thunder storm with rain

they would hold a joint survey
with other road-owning agen-
cies on Tuesday following in-
structions from deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia. “We
willanalyse the causes behind
the cave-ins and prepare a re-
port in thisregard. Corrective
actions will be taken accor-

Waterlogging caused huge
snarls on most of south Delhi
roads on Monday morning.
The worst-hit stretches were
South Extension, Andrews
Ganj, Defence Colony, Mool-
chand Metro station, AIIMS
flyover, Greater Kailash, Pusa
Road, Anand Parbat, Jasola

which were waterlogged as
the department had failed to
desilt its drains on time. “I 1n-
spected some areas this mor-
ning. While all PWD roads we-
re waterlogged, colony roads
were in a better condition.
Corporationshad desilted the-
ir drains before the onset of

latter had not cleared sludges
from their drains, which got
deposited into PWD drains. “A
lot of silt came from corpora-
tion drains to our drains as
they are connected. Corpora-
tions’ tall claims of desilting
their drains have fallen flat,”
said a PWD official.

Yamuna swelling to danger level

cross the warning mark of 204m
around midnight on Monday. It will
peak between 5am and 6am on Tuesday
and should be about 10-odd ¢m higher
than the warning level. Subsequently,
the level should stabilise.” said the
official.

The danger level in Delh1is 204.83m
and there is no flood warning at pre-
sent. However, to beon the safe side, the
revenue department started getting
low lying areas evacuated from Sunday
itself. The work is being carried out by

the northeastrevenue office.

A senior official said, *We are keep-
ing a watch on rising levels and have
put all emergency mechanism 1n
place.”

He added, “Garhi Mandu, which 1s
highly prone to flooding, has already
been evacuated while warning has aiso
been given in other areas. Boats are al-
so in readiness at the Boat Club. We
have also arranged for tentand food. No

area in the city has been majorly
flooded.”

— — - = _ﬁ—" -

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Heavy rain in the Yamu-
na’s catchment area in the hills has led
towarningbellsforthe capital. Theriv-
er is expectedtocrossthe warning level
in Delhi on Tuesday, leading to evacua-
tion along some parts of the low lying
areas.

An official from the Central Water
Commission said that 1,00,600 cusec
likely thereafter,” said the water was released at Hathnikund aft

) __q_fﬁcials. 7pm on Saturday “Water level will

—— h_
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Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: With massive wa-
terlogging reported  from
across the city in the past few
days, deputy CM Manish S1is0-
dia held an interdepartmental
meeting on Monday and has as-
ked for joint inspections of vul-
nerable points so that quick re-
medial action canbe taken.
Orders have issued to chal-
lan NBCC for reportedly brea-
king the drain that connects to

Kushak nallah, which would

L—

have otherwise ensured proper
drainage in the ATIMS area.
The AIIMS flyover 1s one of the
29 critical points, which often
see waterlogging, leading to
massive traffic jams in south
Delhi. The problem gets furt-
her complicated in South EXx-
tension, which is already cho-
ked due to ongoing Metro

construction work.

«gisodia was informed that
the AIIMS flyover had seen flo-
oding due to ongoing construc-
tion by NBCC. He has, theretfo-
re, directed the SDM concer-
ned area to issue challans aga-
inst the agency, said an
official.

The meeting, attended by
departments such as PWD,

. r,!_.,‘_ 1 !."'. RS 5 AN A purr " ¥ 1

DJB, NDMC, municipal corpo-
rations, revenue, urban deve-
lopment, Delhi Metro, Canton-
ment Board, irrigation and flo-
od control, traffic police saw
massive arguments over who1s
to be blamed for the problems.
Water and PWD ministers we-
re also present.

Sisodia is learnt to have ex-
pressed his displeasure over

AL
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Qisodia stresses joint Vighl
to plug the loopholes

the situation and said that he
wanted actionand thata report
should be submitted to him by
Tuesday afternoon.

“People do not care whet-
her a road is with PWD or the
corporation. They only want
an efficient system. PWD has
refused to take over the Sarita
Vihar underpass from DDA, Cl-
ting structural issues with the
project, which has been under
water for the past few days.
This is why a joint inspection
has been ordered,” sald a
source.

Qisodia wanted the water-
logging helpline number, 1077,
to be made functionalona 24X7
basis. Healso asked traffic poli-
ce to submit a separate report
about roads vulnerable roads.
By Monday evening, cops had
submitted a list of 29

such spots.
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BENGALURU: As much as
one lakh cusecs of water is
being released from the Al-
matti reservoir (Bagaikot
district) with the storage in
the dam reaching 518 me-
tres against the full reser-
voir level of 519.60 metres
since Saturday morning.

Of the 26 crest gates of the
dam, water is being released
from 22 gates and also through
a hydel unit situated near the
dam. The gates have been
raised to a height of 0.6 metres
to allow the water discharge.
The inflow into the dam stood
at 2.05 lakh cusecs. Sources
said that the inflow may come
down in the coming days as the
rains have receded in the West-
ern Ghats of Maharashtra.

Meanwhile, following in-
creased demand for release of
water through canals for irri-
gation purposes, a new irriga-
tion consultative committee
has been formed under the
chairmanship of district in-
charge minister H Y Meti.

The committee is scheduled
to hold its meeting on Monday
in Bengaluru. The hydel unit at
Almatti is now generating 290
MW per day - its installed ca-

attl level rises,
o water released from dam
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A woman walks through rain in Shwamogga Moderate rains lashed parts of the dlstrlct on Saturday (nght) Water gushes
through 22 crest gates of the Almatti reservoir in Bagalkot district on Saturday. oH pPHOTOS

pacity. At present, Almatti dam
has 101 tinc feet of water.

Tungabhadra dam

On the other hand, the outflow
from Tungabhadra dam (Hos-
apete, Ballari district) too has
been increased to 735 cusecs.
The dam has received 33 tmc
feet of water in the past two
weeks. However, the inflow has
come down as the rains have
receded in the catchment ar-

eas. At present, the dam has
36.68 tmc feet of water. The
reservoir can impound a max-
imum of 133 tmc feet of water.

However, silt deposit has re- .

duced the storage capacity to
100 tmc feet.

Scanty rains in Kodagu
The Kodagu district experi-
enced scanty rainfall on Satur-

day. In the last 24 hours, the
district received an average of

5.69 mm of rainfall. The water
level in Harangi reservoir stood
at 2857.66 feet. It rained mod-
erately for some time in Mysu-
r.

Moderate rains lashed some
parts of Shivamogga district on
Saturday. Thirthahalli received
heavy rains for around 15 min-
utes in the morning. Heavy
rains lashed Shivamogga
around noon for a short while.

Meanwhile, Cauvery Neer-

1 1akh cusecs

avari Nigam Executive Engi-
neer Shivashankar said on Sat-
urday that as per the award of
Cauvery Water Disputes Tri-
bunal, 7.5 tmc feet of water has
been released to Tamil Nadu
from June to till date.
Speaking to reporters, he
said that as per the as per the
award, the state has to release
192 tmc ft of water to Tamil
Naduin a year.
DH News Service

.““

F e . | T | | ol I N " . e -



News itemfletier/article/ediiorial U
mindusian Times

Siaicsiman

The Times of Indiz (N.D.)

dlen Express

Trilzune

Gincaustan (Hindi)

G documenicd at Bliacirs

e ——————— s ..

DCCORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 17

Water 1n Almatti and
Narayanpur dams in neigh-
bouring Karnataka has
almost reached full reser-
volr levels due to incessant
rains upstream. -
Irrigation minister T.
Harish Rao on Sunday said
Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao had promised to
provide irrigation to 4.5 lakh
acre in Mahbubnagar this
year by utilising Krishna
waters and officials should

H— T . e e e——— E— = L L —- ., —

take all steps to fill the four
reservoirs to store 26 tmc.

“Any negligence on the
part of officials to store
water released  from
Karnataka 1n these four
reservoirs will be viewed
very seriously and stern
action will be initiated
against the officials con-
cerned,” the minister
warned.

He also directed contrac-
tors to take up pending
reservoir works on a war-
footing and warned of with-
holding bills amounting to
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reservoirs to be filled’

per cent of the total
ount if they failed to
meet the targets.

The Jurala project, which
is the first to receive
Krishna waters during the
monsoon, meanwhile, is a
depressing sight with no
floods at present.

The project usually
receives heavy inflows
either in the last week of
June or during July when
the Almatti and Narayanpur

" projects become full. Onl

then the Krishna water is
released downstream.
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voirs, namely Kalwakur-
thy, Nettempad Bheema
and Koilsagar.” He, howev-
er, said these mﬂows would
not be enough to reach
Srisailam -and Nagarjuna-
sagar damS$.

Krishna water has to
reach Jurala first, which
has a capacity of 11 tmc,
after which the water
would be released to

L VENKAT RAM REDDY | DC

HYDERABAD, JULY 17 - ALMATT!

NARAYANPUR i~
FRL 1,705 ft ~

_ FRL 1615ft

Water in Almatti and
Narayanpur dams in neigh-
bouring Karnataka has
almost reached full reser-
voir levels due to incessant
rams upstream. .
Krishna waters from

'these dams is expected to Mr Harish Rao

1,615 ft.

Sunday, is already being
released downstream to

the Jurala project on a war-
footing to fill the reservoirs

be released downstream to
the Jurala project 1n
Mahbubnagar soon.
Irrigation minister T.
Harlsh Rao on Sunday
directed officials to com-
plete all pending distribu-
tary and channel works of

in Mahbubnagar district to
store 26 tmc to meet irriga-
tion and drlnkmg water
needs.

While water from Almatti
Dam, which touched 1701 ft
agamst an FRL of 1, 705 ft on

Narayanpur Dam, it is yet
to be released to the Jurala
project as the Narayanpur
Dam is vet to be filled. The
level of the Narayanpur
Dam touched 1,604 ft on
Sunday against an FRL of

sa1d “It may take three-
four days to release water
from Narayanpur Dam to
‘Jurala. |

“In the meantime, we will
complete all pending dis-

tributary and cliannel
works to fill four reser-

Srisailam dam, which has a
300 tmc capacity, followed
by Nagarjuna Sagar with a
capacity of 300 tmec.
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