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~order is like ordering
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Karnataka lawygr questions directive

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL'.
NEW DELHI L o
The Cauvery Water Dispites
Tribunal’s  order: ¥ to
Karnataka to release ‘Water
to Tamil Nadu every month
is like thetribunal ordering
god to send rain to
Karnataka, senior advocate
Fali Nariman said in the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday.

“It is perverse for the
tribunal to have fixed
monthly ‘water releases to
Tamil Nadu without any re-
gard to the availability of
water in Karnataka. It is like
the tribunal ordering god to
send rain to the State. How
can the tribunal fix the
quantity of water to be re-
leased,” asked Mr.'Nariman,
appearing for Karnataka,

In the day-long hearing
before a “Bench - led by
Justice Dipak Misra,
Karnataka argued that the

tribunal did not even con-~

sider the requirement of
two-thirds of Bengaluru on
the “erroneous considera-
tion that the city is not en-
titled to supply of water
from Cauvery.”

On Bengalury

The State said Bengaluru
was not considered when
the tribunal earmarked wa-
ter for domestic and indus-
trial  requirements = of
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
The tribunal spared 1.85 tm-

cft to Karnataka and 273 .
tmeft to Tamil Nadu for con-

sumptive use.
Advocate Mohan Katarki,

- also representing
" Karnataka, said the tribuna]

determined the allocation of
waters of Cauvery among
Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and the Union Territ-
ory of Puducherry on g
monthly basis as per the
population of each State.
The population in Tami

Nadu far exceeded the pop-
ulation in Karnataka, which
enabled the tribunal to al-
locate to Tamil Nady 257
‘tmceft unconnected to any
projects. This 25.7 tmcft wa-
ter was neither claimed nor
pleaded for by Tamil Nadu,
yet it was allocated the
share,

Karnataka, on the other
hand, was allocated only
17.64 tmcft. “The tribunal
erroneously placed a heavy
burden on Karnataka in the

months of June to Septem-

ber,” Mr. Katarki submitted.

Groundwater in T.N,

He said the tribunal’s order
to Karnataka to supply 192
tmcft annually at the ipter-
State border, Billigundlu,
Was without any regard to
the 30 tmeft groundwater
available in Tamil Nadu.

Karnataka has .argued
that the water-sharing ar-
rangement decided by the
tribunal did not keep in
view equity as also the farm-
ing families,

It said that at the time of
the 1924 agreement for wa-
ter-sharing, Tamil Nady was
entitled to develop only
21.38 lakh acres for irriga-
tion. However, even as the
1924 agreement continued,
the State had developed
28.2 lakh acres for irrigation

utilising 566 tmcft of

Cauvery water,
Karnataka contended

"~ that the “real shares” of
each riparian State should
be determined on the basis
of needs by taking into ac-
count the contribution of
Water by each State to the
river valley, the population
of each State in the basin de-
pending upon the waters
and the culturable area of
each State in the basin re-

quiring application of water

to raise crops.
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" Flood threat

rain surge likei

Heavy rain is expecteq in
Odisha ang neighbouy-
ringareas, raisingthe Possi-
bility of floods, as 3 depraes.

sion was set to

hit the state

on Tuesday night. It’s likely

to move west

through cen.

“tral India over the next 5.5
* days. The warning comeson
the back of severe floods in

\large parts of Assam, p 19
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week, floods f

Monsoon Surplus Likely As Acti

Amit Bhattacharya &
Vishwa Mohan | TNN

New Delhi: Heavy rain is ex.
bected in Odisha and neigh.
bouringareas, raisingthepos~
sibility of floods, as g depres-
sion was set to hit the state on
Tuesday night. It’s likely to
move west through central In-
dia over the next fivesiy days,
invigorating
across the region and taking
theseasonalrainfa]l back into
the surplus zone.

The depression, i likely to’
make landfal] between Purj
and Gopalpur, “In the next 24

hours, heavy raing will centre

National Weather Forecasting
Centre, .

Inatweet, Madhavan Ra.
jeevan, secretary, ministry
of earth Sciences, said,
“Widespread rains with
heavy spells are expected in
next 8-10 days over central
and northwesgt India.” An of.
ficial releage Warned that
several rivers ang tributar-
ies were likely to observe
rapidrise in water levelg,

ile the heaviest rain
over the next week is expected

north and east India tog may
getsome good rainspells.
Sutlej tog has been but on
flood alert after watep was
discharged from the gates of
L3
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Ve Phase Kicks In

JULY RAIN: SOUTH

In July, monsoon has
been norma} except in South, where

Daily mean rainfail

35/ Departure (til July 18): -129
0} June: -189

Karcham Wangtoo Dam and
Nathpa Jakhri Dam in Hima.

July 1-18: +2.30;

July 1-18: 4,49

chal Pradegh_ Heavy showers

have alsp been forecast in
parts of

dun, Chamoli, Rudraprayag )
and Bageshwar in Uttarak-.
handforthene’xt24hours.

itse

Uttarkashi, Dehra-

“Flood is not a disaster in
- It becomeg disaster in

plu

certain circumstances,” said

Himanshy Thakkar of the  further advanced into more
South Asig Network on Dams, parts of west Rajasthan ang
Riversand People, while artic-  Haryang on Tuesday The :
ulating how floods helped  raip system  now covers
agriculture by raising soil fer- around 90% of the country, t
tilirythrough silt. “Weneed to With just a porrign of Punjab r
beprepared Inareas proneto  and smay parts of Rajasthan €
floods. We should alsp havea apg Haryana out of itsambiy. t

IN THE RED

a deficit of 3.59,

(mm) over major regions since June 1
"=ACTUAL — NORMAL
18(Departure (till July 18): +219

16/June: +579

14 %

broper flooq

tive phase two-three days ago
after a rather sluggish first
half of July.
rainfall across the country is
currently 1009, (neitherasur.

3.5% deficitso far.
Meanwhile, the monsoon

Rainfall in all regions has
July deficit is 299,

June: +52
f.luly 1-18: +3.8%

25| Departure (tity July 18): +495-
e g
i

Departure (tilf July 18): -8%
June: +8%
July 1-18: -299,

ny

warning sys-
tem,” said Thakkar.

Monsoon entered an gc.
Whilethe overall

S nor a deficit), July has a
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