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RAIN FURY: Anarecanut plantationis inundate
River Varada on Monday. DHPHOTOS

taluk was washed away. Heavy
rainsinthe caichmentsofrt
er Krishna and its tributaries
hasresultedint[7lakhcusees -
water flowing into the river
from Maharashtra. As much.
593,385 cusecswasreleased
to the river from Rajapur
barrage in the neighbouring.
state. Krishna anditstributar-
ies have been flowing above
danger mark in Belagavi dis-
trict triggering flood threat.
The waters of River Doodh-
ganga have flooded the agri-
cultural lands on both of its
banksraising fearof croploss.
There was intermittent
rain in Hubballi and Dhar=
wad. Aurad talukin Bidar dis

|

tionbeganat Almattiresery

on Monday. Superintendin;

Engineer S B Bislapur told DH

thatallthesixunitsat the pow

station have started power pi

wasgenerated on Monday: .

© River Varada is in spate

Sirsi taluk. Around 400 acres
of paddy field is under water
Banavasi. There was thrée feet
of water on the bridge which
connects Ajjarani village. The

water level in the river is going.

up following heavy rain in Sor-
ab and Hosanagar parts of Shi-
vamogga district.

A portion of the KSRTC bus.

Krishnarajasagar dam. W

the fourth consecutive day

andya. Several houses

low-lying areas we

duetoheavydischarge from th

ter
has reached ticket counters at
Ranganathittu Bird Sanctu-
ary. Balamuri, which is in full

_splendour; isattractinga large

number of people:

Forty-five-year-old S atish
was washed away while he was
crossing the Hemavathi river

SuUpply s
24 hours ending on Mon

~ 8.30 am, Kodagu districtre

ceived an average of 74.66 mm
rain. Six houses were partially
damaged due to sea erosion in
Ullal, Dakshina Kannada dis-
trict. As many as 35 families
have shifted to safer areas.
DH News Service
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Met pins rain-deficit blame on
lack of strong weather system

RITH BASU

Alipore: It has rained almost
daily in Calcutta this month
but it hasn’t been as heavy
and widespread as is the
monsoon norm, the Met
office has said.

This has led to a 50 per
cent deficit in the monthly
rainfall so far, a Met official
said on Monday.

Last year, the first 15 days
of July — traditionally, the
rainiest month in Calcutta —
had recorded 308.5mm of
rain. This year, the figure for
the same period is 96.6mm.

The rain is likely to
increase in Calcutta and
neighbouring areas from
Friday, though.

“We expect a low-pres-
sure area to develop over
north Bay of Bengal by
Thursday and rainfall to
increase in south Bengal
after that,” G.K. Das,
director, IMD, Calcutta, said.

“But the extent of rainfall
likely in Calcutta will
become clear only after the
low-pressure area forms.”

This month, Calcutta re-
ceived 2.4mm or more rain in
24 hours (termed “rain day”
in Met parlance) on 12 days
but the amount was less than
last year and year before that
up to 2014, Met records show.
In fact, the amount is the
least in the past five years.

This month, the highest
rainfall in 24 hours (19.7mm)
was recorded on July 5.

In the other years since
2014, it varied between
48mm and 168mm.

“Calcutta has received
regular rain so far this July
but the amount has been less
because the moisture incur-
sion from the Bay of Bengal
into the city has been low,”
Das said. “The reason behind
this is primarily the lack of
strong weather systems on

SPOT THE LOW MONSOON SCORE

Red Road on Monday at12. 48pm Picture by Gautam Bose

Year Total Surplus/ Rain Highest rainfall
(July 1-15) rainfall deficit days in 24 hours

2018 96.6 -49.6 12 19.7

2017 308.5 +61 9 107.7

2016 168.5 -12.1 10 48.6

2015 364.3 +90.1 9 63.6

2014 274.7 +43.3 9 168
Rainfall in mm; surplus/deficit in percentage, source: India Meteorologlcal Department

the Bay.”

At the moment, there’s a
well-marked low pressure
over north coastal Odisha
and this has been causing
heavy rainfall there, a
weather scientist said.

There was some amount
of easterly flow from the Bay
of Bengal into Calcutta and
neighbouring areas as well.
because of the weather
system but the amount of
moisture coming in was low,
the weather scientist said.
“So, the city received light to

moderate rain on Monday.” fact, that is why we have

The monsoon trough, an dry and rainy periods during
imaginary line joining the the monsoon instead of
low-pressure points across continuous rain,” Das said.
the breadth of the country,is | .= “Butso far, while moving
equally responsible forrain | north or south the trough
during the monsoon, a Met has passed over Calcutta
official said. quickly. That is why the

The normal position of rainfall has been fleeting.”
the trough is over Calcutta. In June, the city recorded
But it has either been over more than 20mm of rain on
north Bengal or over Odisha | five days, including June 26
like it is now, the official said. | when the count reached

“It is not unusual for the 127.5mm.
monsoon trough to oscillate This month, the city is

still to record 20mm.

between north and south. In
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" ansa has become
I the fourthamong
the seven lakes sup-
plying potable water
“to Mumbai to overﬂow
“Continuous
raininthe
catchments \
h“ cwsed Moot w'*m g

owing to continuing cyclonic
irculation in south

21 is likely to bring in heavy

-showers to the city again. the total water stock in
“Till then, we are expecting the seven lakes to rise.’
lesser rainfall activity in the . » ' | OnTuesday, the total
city,” said Ajay Kumarfrom | . s . | amount of waterin the

IMD Mumbal. Total rainfall lakes stood at over 10
recorded from June 1 onwards - . i . | lakh million litres. This

| are 1,448mm by the Colaba - . - - ' | isalmost 71% of the
‘observatory and 1,855mmby - . 5 £ - city’s annual potable

the Santa Cruz observatory. water need. :
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Work yet to take off on 3250 crore-worth projects suggested by 15 flood monltorlng ofﬁaals

HC wants to know
status of waterbodies

ALOYSIUS XAVIER LOPEZ
CHENNAI

Last monsoon, teams led by
15 senior IAS officers, as part
of a study, visited various
parts of the city on Novem-
ber 4, 2017, compiled photo-
graphs and collected infor-

mation from residents. The ' §

study continued for several

days and a report was sub-

mitted to the Chief Secre-
tary. As this year’s monsoon
season approaches, work on
these suggestions has not ta-
ken off. i

Officials have pointed to a
delay in implementing the

| T250 crore projects recom-,

mended for flood mitiga-
tion, owing to lack of funds.
| “The funding for the pro-
* jects remains a challenge.
No work has taken off,” said
a flood monitoring official.

The Corporation has
been unable to allocate huge
capital because of low rates
of property tax in the city
for the past two decades.
Multilateral funding agen-
cies such as World Bank,
KfW, and JICA have also re-
Jected the request for funds
for work in the neighbour-
hoods of Kosasthalajyar Tiv-
er, Adyar river and Bucking-
ham Canal. The State
government’s Finance De-
partment has also not sanc-
tioned funds so far.

As a result, the residents

™~/

Taxing times: The Corporation has been unable to allocate huge capital because of low rates
of property tax in the city for the past two decades. =FiLe pHoTO

in such localities are likely to
face the same problem this
year.

“The flood monitoring of-
ficer who visited my consti-
tuency last year suggested
eight to nine projects for ev-

ery ward. But the govern-

ment has not implemented
any work so far. For exam-
ple, flooding near Nataraja
Theatre on Pulianthope
High Road remains a pro-
blem this year also,” said

K.S. Ravichandran, Egmore

MLA. /
Corporation officials sai

the work on stormwat

drains will be taken up only
after funding from multilat-
eral agencies is cleared for
many parts of the city.

CM’s visit

The  Corporation  has
planned to use capital finds
only at a few localities such
as Kannan Street in Royapu-
ram. Such civic issues were
taken up because they were
flagged during the visit of
Chief Minister Edappadi Pa-
lanisami to the flood affect-
ed areas in 2017. Inundation
was more than two feet in
Kannan Street.

o

Stagnation of roads such
as Ritherdon Road, Demel-
lows Road, Besant Road and
Nungambakkam High Road
was also reported by the se-
nior Cabinet Ministers. But
the work has not been im-
plemented in such areas.

“Desilting was not done
last year. If the Chennai Cor-
poration is unable to imple-
ment new projects, officials
should at least carry out des-
iting to reduce indundation
this year,” said V. Sukumar
Babu, former Chennai Cor-
poration AIADMK floor lead-
er.

o

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Tuesday directed the Grea-

‘ter Chennai Corporation

and Public Works Depart-
ment officials to submit by
July 24 a list of the number
of waterbodies in the city,
the number of waterbodies
‘that had been freed of en-
croachments, those that
had been desilted in the re-
cent years and those that
were yet to be restored to
their original position. -

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices N. Kirubakaran and
Krishnan Ramasamy called
for the details while hear-
ing a public interest litiga-
tion petition filed by V. Ka-
nagasundaram of T. Nagar
here. The petitioner had
accused the officials of hav-
ing turned a blind eye to
waterbodies within the city
limits and thereby let them
choke due to rampant en-
croachments and dumping
of garbage.

After passing orders in
the case, the judges
broached the subject with
Chennai Corporation Com-
missioner D. Karthikeyan

THE HINDLY CclemA)

dre not

when he appeared before
the court in connection
with another case. Reply-

ing to a query from Mr. Jus- -
tice Kirubakaran, the Com- -

missioner told the Bench
that there were more than
200 waterbodies within
the corporation limits.

He added that the corpo-

ration had identified 26,837
encroachments along the
banks of Cooum and Adyar
river banks and: canals. So
far, 12,718 families had been
resettled in Slum Clearance
board tenements and of
them 6,473 were resettled
within a short period bet-

ween December 2017 and

July this year, the Commis-
sioner said.

He also informed the
court that 30 canals were
beign desilted and floating
materials were being re-
moved on rotation basis us-
ing newly purchased am-
phibian machines and
three robotic excavators
from foreign countries.
About 16,250 tonnes of
hyacinth and silt had been
removed from these canals
to ensure free flow of rain
water, he claimed.

it
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Salal in Ward 35
« Stormwater drains II’I

Seventh Street, |

for 400 metreé
ward 77 .

7 Ambattur

/] + Stormwater e

44 drain across the

Pairavakkam to
Korattur

""-_u‘.- * Restoration of the

canal from Ambattur
to Korattur = »

. Stormwater*grams'
in Satha Nagar*Mam

"»-‘l

‘Nehru Nagar Main Road,

Road, Venketesh '

Diwakara Nagar and
Jawaharlal Nehru Sa’@i
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Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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West Block Il,  Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated (q. 7. 206(K -

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of chppmgs have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
) Lu)“& rwm K
SPA (Publlcny)

Encl: As stated above.

Deputy Director TD Dte, & Publication Division e e

. | et
Director TD/Dte g/UJ _T \q/

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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Drought-prone areas
in Maharashtra N
jget spec1al package

: shape of the Centre's assistance
.SOWMIYAASHOK S andis over and above the 26 ma-
: ~NEW ELHI, JULY]B ,' e ~jor and medium projects in

= Maharashtrathatare funded un-
',the PMKSY -Accelerated

k maya,pprovedaspeaa .
7 package or drought-p.
~ ofMat asl}ltra,thrA

nd ‘skﬂled ‘ orkers "a
tsaid,

Centre said that the spe-
nalpad(age will create addmonal
potenﬂalof3 771akh hectares in
/idarbha and other

. speci

. asthe ‘BalhraJa package
-+ 'InMay, The Indian Express
A had reported that the BJP-led
- Central VErnment was se

iappro / 5uch a package to ad- ought—prone areas - of

¢ dress*agrariandistressin 14 sui- Maharashtraandthe completion
ade—pronedxstncls of Vidharbha  of these | projects will “ensure as-
- and Marathwada” ‘wortharound suredsourceofwatertomefann

Rs 13,650 crore over five years. - ersinthecommandareas ofthese
'I‘he speual package takes the prqjects "tpe st_atementsald
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Ramswreakhavec cloudburst

hlts Chamba Manall -1

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
smm.ﬁ; ’EfﬁJL}LY £2E

'f'<Fresh 1nc1dents of cloud- !
. burst.were reported from
- Chamba and Manali in the

last 24 hours, asmoderate:
heavyrainslashied Himachal
desh.on Wednesday. -
There were, however, no
eports ofanyhumanlossor -
E anyonemmred,Cioud burst

oad was washed away.
es1des toﬂets of 81x hous-

P “being
assessed In Manali cloud

ulation and they are facing
~problem in commuting,
espec1allythe school and -
: ollege going students.

o

_aged around four vehicles

14 “Sub divisional magis- _road.

trate Chaurah Hem Chand = Meanwhile, four persons
.Verma, confirmed of heavy wereinjured whénaretain-
rains having disrupted ing wall under construc-

;"~normal -life of three
_panchyats, with some dam-

M}ages to thewater mﬂls and

. dition of one of the injured
e stated tobecriticaland he.
~ " has been admitted to Indi-
~ 1a Gandhi Medical College

‘burstin BranNallaha dam-

that were parked along the.

-tion for a private building .
“cavedinatMehliaround 13 -
kms from Slnmla The con-

IGMQO). - ..
The other three seekmg

& vtreatment from the hospi-
“tal were discharged after
~first aid.

SP Omapan Iamwal con-

: flrmed of the mcxdent and

said that probe was on.

“Metrological Department in

‘Shimla has forecast more .
rains in the next 24 hours.
“Rain or thundershow-
ers are likely to occurin Una,
Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Mandji,
Shimla and Sirmaur,” said

‘Metrological Department
-director Manmohan Singh. -
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stroylng crops in. hun- o The, Southem Raﬂways

- dreds of hectares. ; was forced to restrict the

o v : . Traffic along the Alappuz- speed of trains follomng the

E -;Kuttanad the ‘rice bowl of - ha- Changanassery road was  flood situation in the Kot-
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Manali road blocked after cloudburst

Traffic hit for six hours | Six veh|cles parked alongthe road washed away 79

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MANDI, JULY 18
A village road was damaged
. and the Kullu-Manali high-

way was blocked following a
cloudburst at the Bran Nul-
lah in Manali on late Tuesday
night, affecting traffic for sev-
eral hours. Six vehicles
parked along the road were
also swept away.

Due to the -cloudburst,
debris accumulated on the
road, damaging the 200-
metre-long stretch of the
local road connecting Baran,
Dhoba and Bramanbed vil-
lages. Apart from this, 60-
metre stretch on the Kullu-
Manali highway was also
blocked . by debris. Seven
footbridges connecting near-
by villages were also dam-
aged in the flood.

The highway was blocked

around 3 am, which was par-
tially cleared around 9 am
on Wednesday for one-way

traffic. There has been
heavy rain in Kullu for the

past three days, triggering’

landslides on the national
highway.

Heavy machinery and
workforce were deployed to

clear the road. SDM, Manali,
Raman Gharsangi also visit-
ed the spot to assess the situ-
ation where the loss to prop-
erty was reported in lakhs.

Four hurt in Shimla
as house slab falis

Four labourers were injured
when a slab of an under-con-

¥ struction house collapsed fol-

lowing rain in Jghot near

| Kasumpti on the suburbs of
1 Shimla here on Wednesday.

One of them Maher Singh,
who sustained serious -

| injuries, was admitted to the

IGMC, Shimla. Singh was giv-
en an immediate financial aid

{ of Rs 10,000 by the district

administration.

<< Vehicles stuck in slush at
Brang near Manali on
Wednesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

However, no loss of life was
reported in this rain-related
incident. DC Kullu, Yunus
Khan said the road had been
opened for normal traffic.
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