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‘ONLY WHEN WE ARE FACED WITH A
SITUATION, WE REACT, BUT WE LIKE

TOIGNOREIT THE REST OF THE YEAR.
IT'S LIKE AN ELEPHANT IN THE ROOM’
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FLOODS, IN NUMBERS

31,500 sqkm

Flood-prone area in Assam

9,310 sqkm

Average annual area
affected by floods

W People affected* [ People in relief camps*
2012

B 0.qam 85

* Figures from the worst day
of the flood season
# Deaths from July to September

THE DANGER OF EROSION

4,270 sqkm

of land area has been
eroded since 1950

0,

1%

of the total land in the state's
17 riverine districts eroded

TOTAL LOSSES DUE TO FLOODS
AND EROSION (1953-2011)

t4,660crore
2,753pe0p|e

and 673,239 cattle died
in the same period

SOURCE: Assam State Disaster Management
Authority, Brahmaputra Board
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Frequent floods and erosion by the
Brahmaputra in Assam have changed
human settlement patterns dramatically,

leading to conflict. Climate change

threatens to make things worse. A report

FurquanAmeen Siddigui
= furquan.sidiqui@hindustantimes.com

t's beenamonth since theflood waters
havefinally receded in Assam, but
35-year-old Anwara Khatoon and her
family are still living in aone-room
shelter builton an elevated mud plat-
form, to escape flooding. Khatoon was
oneofhundreds of people stranded on
apatch ofariverisland called Tapajuli
Pathar (theseislandsarelocally
known as char), close tothe Brahma-
putrainlower Assam’s Barpeta district.

Her husband, Shahjahan Ali, recalls how
one morninginmid-July, hewoke up tofind
theriver Beki(a Brahmaputratributary)
dangerously close to his house. Panic-
stricken, thefamily decided tomove. “It
was pouring that day. We couldn’t even
shout for help,” says Ali. “We shifted our
belongingstoahouse nearby, but aftera
while werealised thatit wouldn't survive
theangrywaveseither.”

Bynoon, theriver had swept away the
two houses, their farm land and the family’s
prized possession—a cow. Tapajulilost54
houses this year.

Almost anannualritual, the pre-mon-
soonfloodsin April and May had already
disrupted lifein upper Assam. By July 29,
floods had affected more than 1.8 million
people acrossthe state andresultedin over
30deaths, according to the Assam State Dis-
aster Management Authority (ASDMA).

In the same week, flood waters in Atowar
Rahman’s tin-roofed houserose to touch his
knees. In thealready confined space ofhis
house, the kitchen—-itsutensils, gasstove
anda cylinder- was moved to a wooden cot
inone corner, while two other cots placed
ontopofeach other, kept hiswife and chil-
drendry. Rahman, who became afather
justafewmonthsago, was doingallhe
could to keep his newborn son away from
theslowlyrisingwaters.

“Thankfully, thefloodwater didn’t hold
forlong this time. Our house was flooded for
around 15days,”says Rahman.

Theincreasingly frequent and intense
floods force thousands tomigrate fromthe
river, changing human settlement pat-
terns. In some places, displacement has
evenled to conflict. Ethnicfrictionin lower
Assam, especially in theregion bordering
the Bodoland region, can be traced to
migration. Inhabited by Bengali-speaking
Muslims, the displaced are often assumed
tobeillegalimmigrants from bordering
Bangladesh.

MADDENING FLOODS
Therecent history offloods go back to
August 15,1950, when a severeearthquake
altered the courseand bed levels of many
rivers, especially the Brahmaputra. Since
the 1950s, according to some estimates,
major floods have struck Assam around 25
times. The government puts the figure at
about 15. In the pastfive years, floods have
ravagedthe stateevery single year.

Themighty Brahmaputra—fromitsori-
ginin the Himalayas in southern Tibet tillit
mergesin the Bay of Bengal seain Bangla-
desh - coversadistance of 2,880 km. It flows
for 916 km inIndia.

Theriverisfeared asmuchasitisloved.
Assamese singer Bhupen Hazarika wrote
about the old man river, the Burha Luit
(another namefor Brahmaputra)as he
calleditin his song. He rebuked the riverfor
itsindifference to people’ssufferings.

Justlikeit brings prosperity to millions,
it takes prosperity away too. Writingabout
the floods, Assamese singer Jayanta
Hazarikasays, “Oh the maddening floods of
Luit, where are you heading this time?
Whomare you chasingagain with the
frighteningsound of your waves?”

Rahman and his fellow villagersarea
partofaneconomy thatremains largely
rural and agrarian. Theriveris central to
the creation of livelihoods. About 87 per
centofthe totalland available in the stateis
for agricultural cultivation, which mostly
fallsunderthe Brahmaputrariver basin.

ATALEOFLOSS

Floodsand displacement are away oflife.
People have developed methods to deal with
the situation, including raised hand pumps
and houses on stilts.

The Tapajuli Pathar char, inhabited by
over 1,800 Bengali-speaking Muslims, isone
of the most backward areas of Assam. “We
lose our cropsto theriver, predominantly
rice and jute, when the floods are early,”
says 60-year-old Noor Mohammad. “Inmy
lifetime,I've seen the river take away my
houseatleast 10 times, and every time we
have constructed anew one.”

Forced by abject poverty and lack of pub-
licfacilities, every family hassent at least
one of its members to faraway cities such as
Bengaluru, Delhiand Chennai. “Almost all
the young men in this village work as urban
labour, primarily as construction labour, in
the cities,” says 18-year-old Mohammad Ali
Hossain. “ITearn around 38,000 t0 9,000 per
monthin the city. Wework on the farms
whenathome, but spend around six-eight

WHAT
GOULD
HAPPEN

The Assam
State Action
Plan on
Climate
Change
redicts that
y 2020,
there will be

25%

riseinfloodsin
the southern parts
of Assam

15%

riseindrought

38%

rise in extreme
rainfall

monthsoutside the state.”

Faraway,inthe upper part of the river in
Dhemaji’s Simen Chapori, Kamal Basuma-
tary hasasimilartale totell. Basumatary
lives with his family in a bamboo hut along-
sidearoad thatused to goto hisvillage. Now
itleads totheriver.

About 120 families from fourvillages
were displaced last year during the floods
andhavebeenlivingon the roadside since.
“It [Brahmaputra] wasaround 1.5 km from
its current position now,” says 60-year-old
Basumatary, an ethnic Bodo. “Injusta
year,it took the whole chunk away. We
farmed on the little bitof land we had. Now
weworkasmanuallabourersinthe city.”

The cycle of devastation continuesin the
dryseason too. Large chunks ofland crum-
blefromthe edges into theriver. Erosionis
another majorissue people of Assam have
todeal with. In 2010, the then-revenue min-
ister Bhumidhar Barman claimedin the
state assembly that erosion had become
more dangerous than floods. Five years
later,in the assembly, he said that 36,981
houses wereeroded in the pastfive years.
The districts of Dhubri, Jorhat and Barpeta,
hesaid, were theworst affected. Most of the
charvillages are located in these districts.

In Kamrupdistrict’s Kathalgurichar,
40-year-old Aamir Ali wasgathering his
belongingsfrom a bamboo hutthat was fall-
ingapart. Surrounded by the river, the char
was accessible only by boat. “My housewas
rightthere,” Aamirsays pointingtowards
the crumbling edge. “Therivertookitaway
around twomonthsago.”

Why do people stay in these places
despite the constant fear of displacement?
“Kotjabo? (Where willwe go?),” saysa
Tapajulivillager. “Itis so expensive outside
the char topurchasealand. A small piece of
land costs upward of¥3-5lakhs. Where will
wefind that kind of money?”

CHANGING CLIMATE
What does all thismean ata time whencli-
matearound the world is changing rapidly?
Foruneducated villagers,ithas meantfre-
quent, erraticrainfall. Some say the mon-
soon flood seasons that were usually pre-
dictable have become more volatile.

WhenImetjointsecretary Nandita Haz-
arikaat the ASDMA officein February,she
shared herconcernsabout theerraticrain-
fall. “Earlier, we had two to three spates of
floods, but now we are witnessing four and
even five phases, startingasearly as April
till October,” says Hazarika.

The climate changereportemphasises

the possibility offlash floods caused by
cloud bursts. “High-magnitude floods are
more capable of causing high-intensity ero-
sion,” says DC Goswami, former professor
at Gauhati University’s Department of
Environmental Science. “Thisworsensthe
already grim situation caused by annual
flooding.”

Twoyears ago,when Ivisited Kokrajhar,
aregion bordering Dhubri, aBodo friend
pointed out men constructingbamboo huts.
He wanted to show me how ‘Bangladeshis’
are takingthe land thatbelongs to Bodos,a
tribal community livingin the Bodoland
districts. The conflict between Bodos and
outsiders (often Bengali-speaking Mus-
lims) has been simmering since the early
’80s and hasled to deadly riots. More than
150 people were killed in 2014, and earlier in
2012,in Bodo areas.

ArupjyotiSaikia, a historian at Guwa-
hati’sIndian Institute of Technology, sug-
geststhat migrationisaconsequence of the
agrarianeconomy crisis Assamisgoing
through. “The people from the char-cha-
poris were the invisible people of Assam,
oftenignored andoverlooked,” says Saikia.
“Theloss in agricultural land has brought
themin direct conflict with the peoplein
urban centres. [thasmadethem *visible’.”

Arethefloods misunderstood? To under-
stand recurringdevastation, perhaps the
river needstobe understood in terms of cli-
mate change, erosion, floods, migration
patterns-andnotreported with shock and
surpriseeach year.

According to Himanshu Thakkar, coor-
dinator ofthe South Asia Network on
Dams, Riversand People, theseare just the
beginnings of warnings. “Only when we are
facedwithasituation, wereact, but we like
toignoreittherestofthe year. It'slikean
elephantintheroom. Wedon’twantto
acknowledgeit,” hesays.

Over the telephone from Tapajuli, Ato-
war says life goes on as usual after the flood.
Even though he hasbecome used tothislife,
hisnewborn child, he says, will need to
understand nature. “Ipray that my chil-
drendon’thave to gothrough this, live alife
likemine,” says Rahman. The villagers had
toldme earlier that no one could say how
long the char will survive. It could be gone
by nextyear orstay there for generations.
Theriver knows.

“This research was partly supported by Himalayan
Climate Change Adaptation Programme implemented
Jjointly by ICIMOD, CICERO and GRID-Arendal and is
fundedby the Governments of Norway and Sweden.”
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= (Above) A man
paddles a boat
near
submerged
houses onthe
Brahmaputra
on July 26. ap
PHOTO

= (Left) One of
the120
families
displaced last
year after the
river eroded
four villages in
Simen
Chapori, in
Dhemaji.
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Ay agltatlon

SCto states

Tamil Naduss plea to be heard on September 20

Ashish Tripathi

NEVY DELHI: The Supreme
Courton Thursday asked
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
not to allow any strike,
bandh or agitation that
would stymie its order on
sharing of Cauvery water.

“There should notbe any ag-

itation when'it relates to an or- .

der of this court. Once an order
is passed, the aggrieved can
takelegal recourse,” a bench of

Justices Dipak Misra and U U '

Lalit said.

As a Kanyakumari resident
sought direction to both the
states to take immediate pre-
ventive steps to check violence
and damage to private and pub-
lic properties due to the agita-
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R

Apex court observations

& There should notbeany -

agitation when it relates to
an order of this court

® Karnataka and TN are
obligated to take action and
people cannot take law into
their own hands

£ We are com-
pelledandcon-+ =~
strained to say

that it is duty of

tion, the bench said, “Karnata-
ka and Tamil Nadu are obligat-
ed to take action and people
cannot take law i into the1r own
hands.”

The court posted the PIL for
September 20 when it is ex-

+ the state to see o agitation,
i damageor destruction takes
: place -

i B We expect that people in

: boththe stateswould

i maintain peace, order and

i harmony and more than

that, they would
show dignity, -
respect and love .
for each other

pected to again take up Tamil
Nadu’s plea for the release of
Cauvery water.

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
witnessed violent agitations af-
ter the court directed the upper
riparian state torelease 12,000

cusecs of water till September -

20 for the samba crop.

“We are compelled and con- |

strained to say thatitis the duty
of the state to see no agitation,
damage or destruction takes
place,” the bench said.

“We sincerely hope that wis-
dom shall prevail upon both the
states. We expect that people
would maintain peace, order
and harmony and more than
that, they would show dignity,

"respect and love for each other;”
_thebenchsaid. ==

Senior advocate Adish C Ag-
garwala, appearing for petition-
er P Shivakumar, cited the
2009 judgement of the
Supreme Court to contend that
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
should take preventive steps.

» Cauvery, Page 8
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Clty areas get9cm
rain, more predlcted

_E Houses in poor condition evacuated as NIMS wall falls

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 15

The weather department
has warned of heavy
rainfall up to September
17 in the state. =~
Apart from the vigor-
ous monsoon, the rain is
being caused by a low

pressure area  over
Telangana state.

Mamidipalle of
Saroornagar received

93.25 mm (9 cm) of rain
followed
*arayanguda at 9 cm and
Uopal, 8 cm. The down-
pour that began on
w dnesday night petered
¢t to a persistent drizzle
_« Thursday morning in
- vme for Ganesh immer-
.- = 1 festivities.

. l=ewhere in the state,

" esvella recorded 14 cm,

carabad and
Sarvornagar 9 cm and
Nanswada (leamabad),
§ cm rainfall.

A house collapsed near
Saab Khan Masjid, GM
Chowni, injuring two
persons. An old struc-

ture at Charminar, near-

) ‘? localities: 28

"fﬁj‘*izAlni:‘EFFEcT
@ Fallen trees:
;‘_vg‘w I coll DSES‘

ins Ovérﬂbwing a1
. B Power cut i in

Fateh Darwaja Maharaja
Palace galli, collapsed.
No one was injured. ;

The  GHMC  chief
ordered staff to evacuate
occupants of dilapidated
buildings; over 19 old
structures were pulled
down on Thursday.

A 15-metre portion of
the NIMS hospital com-
pound wall at
Dwarakapuri collapsed,
while a huge boulder
came crashing down on a
car parked at Jubilee
Hills Road No. 45.

T were

Owing to the downpour
on Wednesday night, an
11-KV Chaitanyapuri
feeder line at fruit mar-
ket, Dilsukhnagar, broke
down. Two electric poles

damaged at
Satayanarayana.
Colonies and ‘roads

turned into drains on
Wednesday. night. The
Kapra nala overflowed
while the nala of
Mothukula kunta flowed
through Venkateshwara
Colony washing away
the sand bags laid by the
lakes division. GHMC’s
monsoon team reset the
bags and
garbage.

According to water
board authorities, about
0.35 TMC water was
received at Osmansagar
and “£50.152 0 TMC ‘vlat
Himayatsagar.

Water level was 1764.65
feet at Osmansagar and
1730.40 at Himayatsagar.
Singur has 7.5 tmc ft of
water and is likely to
touch 8.5 tmc ft by
September 16 due to
inflows..

removed

DRUNK MAN
DROWNS IN

'OWN HOUSE

DC CORRESPONDENT =

HYDERABAD, SEPT 15

A 50-year-old drunk man
drowned after rainwater
entered his house on
Wednesday night.
Sources said that A.

--Narayana was in deep

sleep when his house
was inundated. Nine
centimeter of rainfall
was recorded in the area
on Wednesday night.
Water from Ramnagar
and Azamabad cross-
roads inundated more
than 200 houses in low-
lying Nagamayyakunta.
Narayana a resident of
Nagamayyakunta under
Chikkadpally police sta-
tion limits,. lived alone
after his wife passed
away a few years ago.
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Panel analysing data
given by TN, K’taka

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 18 September

The Cauvery Superviso-
ry Committee, which is to
meet here tomorrow to
decide on the quantum of
water to be released, is
analysing the data given by
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
and may defer its decision
if the information pro-
vided is found to be “inad-
equate”.

A source said Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka have
submitted to the commit-
tee data about withdraw-
al of water, its utilisation,
variation inrainfall and its
impact on the actual run-
off over a period of 29
years in their respective
Cauvery basin areas.

The panel, which has to
take a decision on the quan-
tum of Cauvery water to
be released by Karnataka
to Tamil Nadu and other
states, had sought the infor-
mation from them in itslast
meeting on 12 September.

The source said the data
is being analysed by offi-
cials from the Union Water
Resources Ministry and
Central Water Commis-

sion.

\0\ The panel will not pass

an order in haste. The com-
mittee will have to defer its
order, if the data turns
out to be inadequate to
arrive at a fact-based and
right decision,” the source
said.

The panel had failed to
arrive atadecision on the
guantum of water to be
released by Karnataka
after 20 September dur-
ing its last meeting for
want of adequate infor-
mation.

Therefore, ithad asked
them to provide the infor-
mation by 15 September.

In an interim order on
5 September, Supreme
Courthad asked Karnata-
katorelease 15,000 cusecs
of Cauvery water daily
for next 10 days to Tamil
Nadu, leading to protests
in parts of Karnataka.

The apex court had also
asked Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment to approach the
committee, headed by
Union Water Resources
Secretary Shashi Shekhar,
to decide on the quantum
of Cauvery water to be
released to Tamil Nadu
and other states after the
period of 10 days was over.

2= 0 OAQ

-~ m i rn

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz



News item/letter/article/editorial published on [Cf / q / /é in the
Hindustan Times (Hir ‘ ;

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) - M.P.Chroni
Statesman Punj i (Hindi i
> ) jab Keshari (Hindi) A aj (Hindi
"Thde. Tlrges of India (N.D.) The Hindu Indi;n(Nlar;ioI%
_Pml)ir:}e:yress Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
e o Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
industan (Hindi) Deccan Herald - Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

rfRegre'SSiVe ijSthiﬂg ‘

- Don't rake up SYL issue, focus on future: / '\\

by rival political parties and the rhetoric becomes shriller as -

clections near. The gatherings this time were notable in a nar- .
row concentration on the low-brow and a failure to focus on develop-
ment. Leaders of the Shiromani Akali Dal, the Congress and AAP

excelled at personal attacks on each other and chose to dwell on divi-

sive issues, one-upmanship and on repeating impractical promises

that come up at the hustings. =~~~ 3 : : -

] 7 ‘Punjab Chief Mirxiétéi;‘jPéir‘kéSh Singh Badal and Congress Jeader |
| Captain Amarinder Singh both raked up the Sutle] NYamuna Link

. | (SYL)canalissue. Onthe one ‘hand thereis the unseemly stance of a

- CM asking people to be ready for a “badda hamla” on water and on
the other is the ’Cép_tajn asking for the Supreme Court to take
“ground realities” into consideration. He also maintained that he
would not allow a-drop of water to flow into the neighbouring states,
something that the CM too, promises. The politicians’ statements do

* the people of Punjab, or for that matter, Haryana, no favour. The
momentary opportunity to trump political opponents that such occa-
sions provide has to be palanced against the potential of disruption
over this divisive issue. Water disputes are highly emotional affairs
and politicians of all hues must not toy with constituents’ emiotions

- for petty political gains. The recent violence in Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu over the Cauvery dispute shows how the situation can go out of
hand very quickly. <

At Chhapar, Guga Pir, for whom the commemorative mela is held,
has been overshadowed by politicians. The problems that the farm-
ers face can’t be wished away, nor can they be eliminated by doles.

. They need a coordinated and concerted effort by scientists, agricul-
turists and the government. Punjab’s sub-par education system,
industry, and infrastructure, all need a visionary who can lead the
state out of the morass it finds itself in. At the Chhapar Mela mere
rhetoric overpowered any possibility of a vision or a plan to improve

| Punjab. Thisisapity. ' -

! C HHAPAR Mela has long been an occasion for show of strength

3
Covering L., YIS
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Onthe same page again

Indiamustdeliver on bilateral promisesbutkeep Q
nudgingNepal on the Constitution % )

ith Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa KamalDahal’s
successful New Delhi visit, the Centre has struck
theright balance in its Nepal policy. The visit was
¢ ¥ notableforits positive vibes, after the dip in ties
over the past year. Mr Dahal, also known as Prachanda, stayed
in Rashtrapati Bhawan, and he was accorded ceremonial hon-
ours. In his one-to-one meeting with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, both leaders have been learnt to have candidly shared
their views about the relations. Mr Modi acknowledged Pra-
chanda’srolein strengthening Nepal’sdemocratic institutions
— aremarkable change from a few years ago when New Delhi
doubted his democratic credentials. Prachanda recognised that
Nepal needed India for its development and stability. What was
left unsaid but came through in his approach was the recogni-
tion that China could not be a substitute for Indiain Nepal.
But beyond the optics, there were two important achieve-
H ments. Instead of announcing a range of new schemes and pro-
jects, both countries decided to focus on implementing the exist-
ing, stalled projects. Nepal’s absorption capacity has beenlow,
and India’s delivery capabilities have been dismal. The twolead-
ersagreedtojointly monitor projects—roads, rail-links, infra-
structure and h wer. India’s leverage in Nepal and its
appeal to Nepalis depend on whmp
MOM, change the lives of citizens for the better.
But while getting bilateral relations back on track, India sensi-
bly did not welcome the Constitution or drop the issue alto-
“gether— as Nepal had desired. Instead, it expressed the hope
that under the ruling coalition, the Constitution would accom-
modateall sections of society. This is important because Madhe-
sis still remain dissatisfied and unless they own the Constitu-
tion, it cannot be implemented. India too will get dragged in if
protests occur again. To his credit, Prachanda himself calls this
apriority. In that sense, both sides are on the same page.
s The challenge now for the Nepal PM is to get an amendment
Covering L., YIS registered and muster the numbers to pass it. He must stay
focused, for he has little time, for under a power-sharing
arrangement, his term is less than nine months. New Delhi
should keep deeply engaged, deliver on bilateral promises, and
continue to nudge Nepal on the Constitution.

vy
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“Another panel formed to look

into Mahanadi water dispute

statesman news service

NEW DELHI, 17 SEPT. Even as
there was no headway over the
Mahanadi river water dispute be-
tween Chhattisgarh and Odisha,
the Centre today constituted a

committee to look into various:

contentious aspects of the dis-
pute.

The tripartite meeting con-
vened by the Union Water Resour-

*.. ces Minister, Ms Uma Bharti, with
 the Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh,

Dr Raman Singh and Odisha Chief
Minister, Mr Naveen Patnaik, today
did not reach ‘any conclusion’.
However, it was decided that a
special committee, chaired by the
officer on special duty in the Water
Resources Ministry, Mr Amarjeet
Singh, would send separate teams
to Chhattisgarh and Odisha to
look into all the contentious is-
sues.

The Union Government also in-
structed Mr Raman Singh to stop
construction of six barrages for a
week though Mr Patnaik termed

Union Government al-
so instructed Raman -
Singh to stop con-
struction of six bar-

‘rages for 2 week

though Mr Patnaik

- termed "such steps"-

insufficient to address
the main problem

“such steps" insufficient to ad-
dress the main problem: .
The construction of barrages by
Chhattisgarh on the Mahanadi riv-
er has become a bone of conten-
tion between the two states. While
Mr Patnaik claimed that the ba-
rages will affect drinking water
and irrigation facilities in Odisha,
Mr Singh said it was difficult to
permanently stop construction of
the barrages as the work has been
going on for the past many years.
The Centre also assured the
Odisha government that water
flowwould continue as it is in Hir-

akud water reservoir. The Centre
would ensure that Hirakud water
TESErvoir gets proper water sup-
ply. The minister further assured
the Odisha Chief Minister that no
injustice would be done to the
state,” said a senior officer of the
Water Resources Ministry.

The Centre instructed the Cen-
tral Water Commission to establish
new water gauge stations along
Odisha-Chhattisgarh border and
both states welcomed the deci-
sion, the officer said.

The National Institute of Hy-
drology, Roorkee, will conduct a
detailed study on the Mahanadi
river flow and would make recom-
mendations to address all conten-
tious issues, the officer said.

On the demand made by Odi-
sha, the Centre has urged Chhat-
tisgarh government to stop con-
struction activities in six under
construction barrages, the Minis-
try said adding that both states
have also agreed to resolve the wa-
ter dispute amicably.
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 Cauvery row shofis |
~ why Indianeedsa
- low-water economy

ROHINI NILEKANI :
§ <

Al over the country, every day, there area - R U e T R B 3
million conflicts around water, right from  DRUM BEAT: A population that has quadrupled since 1951 has to
. thejostling over the local tap to the sharing  share the same 4,000 billion cubic metres of India’s rainwater
of bigrivers. Once in a while, one spills from z :
. the courts into the streets and, amplifiedby = Can larger societies come together in a similar fashion to
media, flows across the troubled conscience of the nation. ~ manage demand and reduce conflict? To recharge aquifers, to
The Cauvery dispute is only one of these conflicts, though  rationalise water intensive crops, to treat and reuse all waste-
more severe than most. ; i ] - water, for example? Or to innovate smaller, flexible water storage
Why has the country’s water crisis spiralled seeminglyoutof  systems instead of continuing with our ab smally under-per-
.control? What canwedoaboutit? o0 - i B forming big dams? fi
First of all, we must wake up to the fact that water is an in- We have some fine traditions of being a low-water society; em-
creasingly scarce resource in India. A population that has guad- bedded in perspectives of ecological and inter-generational justice:
rupled since 1951 shares the same 4,000 BCM (billion cubic me- - The imperative now is to become a low-water economy;, coming
tres) of India’s rainwater; in the context of a growing economy.  equally from the urgent need to create economic prosperity for
So we have to better manage this finite, though renewable re-  all. Just as countries talk of a low-carbon economy to reduce fos- .
source. If you total up the expressed demand in the Cauvery sil fuel dependency and mitigate the threats of climate change,
basin, for example, it is more than twice of what is actually re- - India mustlead the way now as a low-water economy. We have to
alisabie. There isno way out of this mess then, withoutreducing  re-imagine and 6verhaul water consumption patterns to optimise
the demand on water. . S ; i . everydrop,acrossall competing uses—agriculture, industry, and
Afterall, it isnot just inter-state rivalries that cause a political  urban and rural domestic needs. :
headache. Most states are dealing with upstream-downstream - Thirdly; we have long known that our governance and institu-
conflicts well within their borders. Each time the government tional systems for water need a radical rethink. We especially
' planslarge-scale basin transfers, for example, those communities need integrated institutions for surface water and ground water;
whose water will be diverted quickly rise up in organised protest. = which have fortoo long been treated separately. Some significant
 Feeding large urban agglomerations with western-style water: changes in the architecture of water governance are being cur-
delivery systems causes particular disruption. Bengaluru cannot rently framed at the Centre for just this purpose, and hopefully,
, take more water from the Cauvery, so it wants water from the  states will adopt these proposed changes quickly, so that water
Netravathy, far, far away Mangalore district, which depends on . canbe governed more wisely, both for quantity and quality;
that river, raises loud alarm bells. Cities must respond by using For water conflicts can be as much about quality as quantity;
local resources first, including urban wastewater; to immediately  with tens of millions of people at the risk of pollutants not only
reduce their demand on distant water. : like arsenic and fluoride which are geogenic, but also industrial
Secondly, we must acknowledge that we can no longer take  pollutants like lead and other heavy metals, which are showing
rainfall patterns and river flows for granted. Climate change- ' upinthefood we eat. Ironically, as Bengaluru participates in fights
driven rainfall variations are happening just when we have re-  overthe Cauvery ithas managed to pollute and destroy two rivers
- duced base flows in rivers due to over-extraction of groundwater. — the Vrishabhavathy and the Arkavathy, flowing right in its
We can hardly talk of perennial water any more, when so many  backyard! If conflicts on quality are not to escalate sharply, the
- of our dammed rivers are so polluted and do not even reach the pollution control boards need to be radically restructured and
sea. Updated, reliable data on this recent variability, declineand  made far more accountable to the public interest.
pollution levels must be out in the public domain, ; Let’s squarely face the truth. We cannot reduce conflicts like
Unfortunately many state governments donot putoutenough  the Cauvery dispute without addressing the underlying issues of
water data, especially on river basin flows, because of the height- spiralling demand, missing information and neglected institu-
ened nature of political conflict over sharing. Ironically though, tions. Citizens will have to force elected representatives to create
transparent data sharing will allow for an enlightened self-interest ~ the new political paradigm for all the changes needed. We need
to create the necessary trade-offs that will benefit everyone inthe  aroad map towards a low-water economy. Peacefully and peren-
medium term. We have seen this time and time again in participa- nially, then, the Cauvery can flow.
tory groundwater management, when communities armed with : The writer is founder-chairperson of Arghyam,

data on their invisible aquifers are able to create social processes a grant-making foundation for water and sanitation
to limit the use of water to fit the annual availability This they .
did through pooling of bore wells, changes in crop patterns, social 4 Like the article: SMS MTMVCOL

fencing for drinking water, and so on. : : <space> Yes or No to 58888@ 33/sms -
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As southwest monsoon retreats,
deficits become more pronounced

ViBHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

hea

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

As southwest monsoon
begins its retreat, deficits in
rain patterns across the
country are beginning to
become more pronounced.

As on date, the withdrawal

line of monsoon is passing
through Anupgarh, Bikaner
and Jaisalmer. Technically,
the withdrawal is actually lat-

er than the normal dates but -

the Northwest has been most-
ly dry for the past two weeks.

Though the seasonal rains
continue to be vigorous over
Konkan and Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra and Marathwa-

7] daand active over Bihar and

Vidarbha, the countrywide
deficit for the four-month
season is deepening. Last
week, the country received
30 per cent less rains but the
shortage in the northwest
was as acute as 61 per cent.

Though the overall sce-
nario (from June to date)

does not seem as critical (as
per the IMD, overall rains -

are only around 5 per cent
short), the shortfall is expect-
ed to aggravate further, per-

haps landing this year’s

monsoon in the below nor-
mal category. The 2016 mon-
soon will still continue to be
counted among the better
seasons, especially after two
consecutive drought years.
According to the IMD’s
forecast, 2016 was to be a year
of “above normal” rains—
106% of the long period aver-
age or the LPA. The forecast
came with an error margin of
4 per cent but the way the sit-
uation is developing, it is
expected to be negated.
Officially, India continues
to stand by the prediction.
But it seems, meteorologists’
assessment of 2016 La Nina
have gone wrong. The predic-

tions of good rains in August
and September were basical-
ly on the La Nina factor—the
cooling of waters of equatori-
al Pacific associated with
widespread changes in
weather patterns, just like the
El Nino phenomenon. How-
ever, La Nina did not develop
the way it was expected.

Meteorologists say an EI
Nino—warmer SSTs—
episode is mostly followed by
La Nina event, which did not
happen quite the way it was
thought. El Nino was the key
reason why India experi-
enced two consecutive years
‘of poor rains. It ended when
SSTs across the tropical Pacif-
ic cooled to neutral levels.

La Nina—the cooling influ-
ence that is—was expected to
bring down the SSTs. How-
ever, it seems the weather
phenomenon  influencing
weather patterns has again
flummoxed meteorologists.
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Look beyond courts for solutions

QT mcqnvgrgeﬁce-citizens
{ERRRCPATT T (N o} R Tore AT
ed the two states of its

> {

4}

0

during agitations. Thisis a court order the Jeast complied with.

Chief Ministers of both states have appealed for calm.

ing may only become more frequent and more violent.

| persisting water troubles

T Y HE Supreme Court has rebuked both Karnataka and Tamil Nadu
~ §  fortheir failme 1o control mob violence over the Cauvery dispute.
Regardless of the cause, violent protests have no place in a
civilised society. However, the courthas gone a step further, crossing the
line of reasonableness, saying none can agitate on the streets or call
bandhs to protest against acourtorder. Ina democracy thereis.a right to
peaceful protest even against a court directive. 1t is when the agitators |-
take the law into their own hands, block road/rail traffic, burn property |
‘ thatthey lose the right. The court has remind- |
he two ¢ 09 order which Tequired governments o HOlC
responsibility for large-scale destruction of public and private propé/xt)ie[s‘ :
?
Violence over the Cauvery dispute is not new. It happens every
time there is below-average rain. Each time the court has intervened,
it has ensured a temporary fruce without providing a mutually
acceptable lasting solution. Inter-state water disputes require a fair,
statesmanlike approach. Courts only rule on the basis of available evi-
dence and precedents. Water is a lifeline. Any genuine oI perceived
loss can easily raise emotions and trigger protests. To their credit,
politicians in both Tamil Nadu and Karnataka have avoided inflam-
" ing passions. They have by and large played a constructive role. The< |

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka are ot the only water-stressed states.
Punjab and Haryana too are locked in a lingering court battle. Water
scarcity is a national phenomenon and requires a holistic approach to
conserve and replenish the fast-depleting water resources. The ground-
water levels are falling rapidly. The impact of climate change on agricul-
ture is all oo evident and yet the traditional cropping pattern, support-

. ed by governmental policies, has remained unchanged. The rising
urban and industrial demand for water has taken its toll. This warrants
arelook at the existing growth model, which has tobe reworked to make
t environment friendly and sustainable. Otherwise water-related riot-
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: Chennai, 16 September \(

Jaya orders water release from

Mettur dam for samba crops

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

| With Mettur Dam witness-
| ing steady inflows following
| Karnataka’sreleasing water

from the Cauvery. river,

- Tamil Nadu chief minister
' J Jayalalithaa today ordered
' opening its sluice gates for

irrigating samba crops in the

" delta districts.

The government’s deci-
sion to release water was

based on factors such as
' thedam touching 84.76 feet,

' likelihood of receivingmore

' water from Karnataka reser-
- voirsin view of the Supreme

Court’s order, the Cauvery
Supervisory Committee’s
expected decision on quan-
tum of water for her state
and an anticipated normal
north east monsoon, she

- said.

Tamil Nadu has received
8.92 tmcft of water till 14 Sep-
tember at Biligundulu, the
designated entry point, with
Karnatakareleasing water

- following the apex court
- order, Jayalalithaa said in

a statement. 3
Sherecalled that the 2007
final award of the Cauvery
disputes tribunal was pub-
lished in aCentral gazette

' in 2013 after a Supreme
 Court order, and blamed

Covering L., YIS

the Centre for not consti-
tuting the Cauvery Man-
agement Board and Cau-
very Water Regulation Com-
mittee.

-Since the Centrehasnot
constituted these, “We are
in a situation to approach
the Supreme Court toreceive
our share of water from
Cauvery,” she said.

The state government
had earlier moved the
Supreme Court seeking a
direction to Karnataka to
release 50 tmecft of water
from Cauvery:

The court had initially
directed Karnataka to
release 15,000 cusecs of water
for 10 days, but later modi-
fied it's order, and asked
the upper riparian state to
release 12,000 cusecs of water
till September 20.

Jayalalithaa said that
the court”s direction was
sought after her govern-
ment’s communication to
Karnataka seeking release
of its share of water from

Cauvery and to Centre urg-
ingits intervention did not

“yield any results.

As the state did not get
its share of water, she had
lastmonth announced aRs

- 64.30 crore package to help

Deltafarmersraise Samba
(aformof paddy) crop, Jay-
alalithaa recalled.

Meanwhile, discusiing
road projects in the state with
Jayalalithaa, minister of
statefor road transport and
highways Pon Radhakr-
ishnan lauded her for her
handling the ongoing Cau-
very crisis “patiently”.

Speaking to reporters
after meeting her; he said dis-
cussions centered around
central road projects in
Tamil Nadu. He had words
of praisefor Jayalalithaa on
the Cauvery issue.

“The Tamil Nadu chief
minister has done exceed-
ingly well in the Cauvery

issue and has handled (it) j

very patiently,” he said.
The minister was
responding to reporters’
queries on whether he had
discussed today’s bandh
with Jayalalithaa, Asked
about allegations that his
party BJP was behind the
violence in Karnataka, Rad-

hakrishnan dismissed the

charges as “baseless.”
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Bhagirathi panels |
 term extended X

KaviTAa UPA]SH&AY = bt

L

| DEHRADUN: Amidst objections
from the State _govemment
4 over »implementing, in its
_current form, ‘the Central
government notification
: where -~ a 100-kilometre
stretch of the river Bhagirathi
was to be declared as €co”
sensitive; the National Greeni |
Tribunal (NGT) has. exten-
. ded the term of the monitor-
ing committee {0 oversee the
implementati(')n o e
notification.
-~ According 10 the Central
| government notification O
December: 18, 2012, 2 100- -
tretch of one O

agw»a»?aga\g

e e =

=

the two headstreams of the
: Ganga—etheriver Bhagirathi
" from Gaumukh to Uttar-
kashi, covering an area of
4179.59 sq km, was to be de-
clared as eco-sensitive. ik
- However, the notification
opposes industrial de-
velopment activities in the
_eco-sensitive Zone (ESZ). It
| also prohibits setting up ©
Y| new hYdro—electric power
projects, mining, commercial

PR SR -

' M.P:Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of i
e of India (A)



n < '-"
fzares L dve.. & et wwmare ax F TRl A/ qG AT JHATATS

Hi- Gustan TimeT ( Delhi) | The Assam Tribhne ( Guwahati ) The Deccan Hearld { Bengiuru )
e, (‘ ) | The Times of India ( Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )
o Tribunléea(ECﬂan sigarh ) | The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical  Bhopal )
The- H:ndu(ChEhna'!) E l ( )

Rain lashes most

parts of city 1
Tie Hpmdy 1) 5P

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

|
|

CHENNAL: Most parts of the
catchment areas of major
waterbodies in the Chennai
received rainfall on Friday
owing to convective activity.
According to IMD, dry
weather prevailed over other
parts of the State while
- Chennai received rains, with
most areas receiving thun-
der showers at night. e
According to weather |
blogger Pradeep John, some
stations' in the city would
have reported over 100 mm
rainfall. Puzhal received a |
rainfall of 70 mm, Avadi 61 -
mm; Arakonnam 52 mm,
Anna University 46 ‘mm,
Tiruttani 42 mm, Poo-
namalle 42 mm, Taramani 40
mm, Nungambakkam 31 mm,
Chembarabakkam 28 mm,
Meenambakkam 28 mm,
Kolapakkam 24 mm, Hindus-
tan University 12 mm and
Sathyabama University 8
mm. The radar rainfall accu-
mulation showed that the
Poondi-Tamaraipakkam belt
received more than 150 mm. -
This is the heaviest rainfall
in the basin since May 18,
2016, said the blogger. The
IMD warned fishermen of
strong winds with speed oc-
casionally reaching 55kmph. |
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work on the steel flyover in

Airport. Four months later, in

Magic box, from Page 1

Commuters plying on the
busy Ballari Road and Sankey
Road were pleasantly surprised
after the underpass was
opened. BDA officials have,
however, clarified that they had
notrequested the traffic police
to open the Cauvery magic box,
according to P N Nayak, BDA
engineer. The state govern-
ment is in a hurry to make the
steel flyover a reality without
holding any public consultation
or getting approval from the
Bengaluru Metropolitan Plan-
ning Committee. The project
will cost of Rs 1,800 crore.

Volte-face :

InMay: The traffic police want-
ed to analyse the situation on
Monday (May 30) due to the

[ Bengaluru . o N

closure (of the magic box). The

: o LS b s
| Cauvery jUI'ICtIOﬂ...

Bosky Khanna e i (October. i
e [ Additional Commlﬁsmnegr
BENGALURU: Two days after of Police (Traffi) R Hlﬂll)en 2
the government announced told DH that the magic box
its decision to go ahead with was closed on a trial baslls tg_
the consu'uctlgl Ofﬂllfelgoye-r ease ute;lfﬁc pntlrlf road leac
‘tentious 6.9-km steel flyover, ing totheairport.
thré traffic police reopenig he it 0 “Once the consglueitéz\rrlﬂflige
magjc boxunderpass at the T \nderpass was opened the flyover starts, there
Cameryeate oS0 Gy somarkontegle. (LS gt s
TR vated steel flyover is expect- ,So,empE R L v
T e SEEADREE (S
Nl;gssrcgghtyears after it was DH PHOTO/ B H SHIVAKUMAR a Thé b of
s i iy i ; i 1 Circle
built. The reason given then vk icedecided  ficflow from Bashwxgm le
wasto easetraffetowardsthe | VOB AR pocsos™ to Guiahali M o
KempegowdaIngernationsl © BFR cqiobegin > Magicbox, Pags

police have identified diver-
sions. The closure of the magic -

box did not cause much incon-
venience to road users from the
Bashyam Circle end. The police
inspected the situation at the
junction in the morning and
evening. It was more or less
normal. We will reopen the
magic box only after the elevat-
ed flyover is thrown open for
road users. i

On September 16: The magic
box was closed during May-
June this year to ease commut-
ing to the international airport
on a trial basis. It has been re-
opened after the government
decided to go ahead with the
steel flyover. The BBMP will
also commence the road-
widening work.

DH News Service
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affected in
Bidar district -

Residents stand atop an elevated placeat t
~ two days. (Right) A road flooded in rainwat

Train services

BENGALURU, DHNS: Rains
continued to lash several
parts of the state on Thurs-
day.

‘Belagavi city and its sur-
roundings received light show-
ers on Wednesday nightand in
the early hours of Thursday.

Incessant rainfall for the past
two days in parts of Telangana

andnorth Karnatakaled tocan-
- cellation of several trains on the

Bidar-Parli route on Thursday,

 asrainwater flooded the tracks,
- washing away concrete be-

‘neath them. The incident was
reported around 10 to 15 km
from Vikarabad station in
sana on Tuesday night.

~ According to railway
| sources, the Yeshwantpur-
| Bidar train was terminated at
-~ th abad station and pas-
sengers bound for Bidar were
ferried in Telangana buses for

The Bengaluru-Nanded link
express via Bidar was also
short: rminated at Vikarabad.
Tt wasrerouted from Secunder-

abad to Nanded via Nizamabad. -

Pas,éengets bound for Bidar
were ferriedinbuses.
_ Duetoheavyrainin the past
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36 hours, streams overflowed
at several places, causing incon-
venience to the people. Prakash
Manhari, 35, was washed away
in overflowing stream water
near Udbyal village in
Humnabad taluk on Tuesday
night. .

Heavy rains continued to
Jash Kalaburagi and Yadgir dis-
tricts for the third consecutive
day on Thursday. Following
heavy rains, River Kagina inthe
districtis flowing above the dan-
ger mark. As much as 6,500
cusecs of water has been re-
leased from Nagarala dam
across River Mullamari in the
taluk, - ;

Rains continued to lash Sura-
pur and Shahpur taluksin Yad-

SR R

he flooded Kalasadal village in Bid
or at Badami in Bagalkot district. bH PHOTOS

L lﬁ el L -
The bridge across the River Kagina is submerged at Malkhed,
sedam taluk of Kalaburagi district. bx PHOTO : .

gir districtand disrupted vehic-
“ular movement. The rains have
 revived the hopes of tur grow-
ersinthedistrict. .~
Incessantrains washed away
the asphalt on the roads at

Badami town in Bagalkot dis-
trict. The roads were inundat-

ed, causing inconvenience to
the people. Mini waterfalls in
the region have regained their
glory. Roads leading to Gadag,
Bagalkot and Ramadurg have
been completely damaged.

Drizzling has been reported :

in Koppal and Raichur districts,
starting from Wednesday night.

Rains continued to lash Ut-
tara Kannada district, including
Karwar, Bhatkal, Honnavar,
.Kumta, Ankola, Mundgod and

ar taluk, aftera perolatlon tank breached due to incessat rainfall in th past

Shivamo:
received ra
throughout
rains lash

_against
1,319 feet. The i
was 2,575 cusec
Callitamir:
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_in the

MAHANADI WATER ROW
Will fight for Odisha’s
rights In Delhl Naveen

DEBABRATAMOHANTY \ -

BHUBANESWAR, SEPTEMBER 'Iﬁ

ODISHA CHIEF MlmsterNaveenPaumkFridaysaid
he would leave ne stone unturned to fight for the
state’s rights in the Mahanadi water row.

Since july, Odishaand Chhattisgarh are locked in
ad:sputewerwhormmorengmmmesssm

- river that startsfrom a villagein Dhamtari district of

Chhattisgarh and meetsthe seaat Paradip. The river
has a total catchrent area of 141600 sq km. Of this,

-

539percentlsm01hatnsam.4573percentm'

Odisha and the remaining in Macﬂ'mPradesh
The river, its tributaries ahd dis- _

tributaries flow through 16 west- | §

ern and central Odisha districts

and support economy and agricul-

ture.Over the pastdecade,Chhatt- |

isgarh has built 10 barrages and

mmor irrigation pmjecm on the

* Naveen left for Delhi Fﬂﬂavto 1
attend a tripartite meeting with |
ChhatisgarhCM RaméanSinghand
Water Resources Minister Uma
Bharti Saturday on the issue. “Jam

orgamsanonswhocamefomard
toglveﬂ\e!rvaluablew
on the issue,” Naveen told re-
porters. “Iassure that I will put my
best efforts forward and leave no
stone unturned in the fight for the
rights of the people of our state.”
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TAMIL NADU BANDH OVER CAUVERY ISSUE

DMK leaders held, factorles shut

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 16

-

DMK LEADERS M K Stalin and
Kanimozhi were among several

leaders detained Friday while
staging protests in support of a
shutdown called in Tamil Nadu
over the Cauvery row. Thedawn-
to-dusk bandh over the issue,
called by farmers and traders, and
supported by the opposition,
evoked a mixed response.,

A youth who set himself on
fire over the issue Thursday, suc-
cumbed to injuries Friday, police
said. The Naam Tamizhar Katchi
activist had suffered over 90 per
cent burns. *He suffered a cardiac
arrest and could not be revived
despite our best efforts,” a hospl-
tal official toid PTI.

Several establishments re-
mained shut in Coimbatore,
Tirupur and Nilgiris districts, af-
fecting normal life.

About 20,000 small and med-
ium-scale units in and around the
city and over 30,000 garment fac-
tories in Tirupur also downed
shutters, according to reports.

In Chennai, DMK treasurer
‘Stalin led a rally from Rajarath-
inam stadium to Egmore station.
He then squatted in front of the
railway terminal along with hun-
dreds of party workers after his
attempt to stage a ‘rail roko’ was
foiled by the police, who detained
him along with his protesters.

DMK Rajya Sabha MP Kanim-
ozhi, who staged a road roko on

arterial Anna Salai along with -

DMK supporters, was later de-
tainedinamarnagehall.

In Coimbatore, senior leaders
of various political parties were
detained while trying to stage rail
roko near stations.

- Thebandhdid not affect func-
tioning of state and central gov-
ernment offices in Tamil Nadu.

DMK leader M K Stalin leads the protest in Chennai on Friday. P

Cops to act against

those fuelling rumours

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 16

AT A time when provocative
messages on social media are
being blamed for instigating vi-
olence over the Cauvery row,
Bengaluru police have wamed of
stringent action against people

circulating such messages, plc-
tures and video clips.

In a message, Police Comml-
ssioner N S Megharikh said: “It
has come to the notice of the po-
lice that some mischief mongers

-are circulating provocative mes-

sages, pictures, and video clips
through social media like Twitter,
Whatsapp, Facebook, and SMS,

- pertaining to the Cauvery River

water issue. Such provocative
messages are affecting the law

and order situation... People en-
gaging in anty such activities will
be tracked and legal action will be
initiated against them.”

The warning comes in the
light of police findings that the
violence in Bengaluru on Septe-
mber 12 was triggered by circu-

lation of avideo showingaTamil

youth being roughed up by pro-
Kanmada activists for provocative
staternents he allegedly made on
on social media.

The video led to attacks on
Kannadigas in Tamil Nadu and

- attacks on properties in Kama-

taka belonging to those from
Tamil Nadu.

Over 150 vehicles were burmt
or damaged on September 12,
while two people died in police
action against pro-Karnataka

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)

CID to probe

dI'SOI1 CAS€E

Bengaluru: The Karnataka gov-

ernment has decided to hand

over to the CID probe into the

burning of 42 buses belonging to
a Tamil Nadu-based transport

company in Bengaluru, allegedly
by pro-Karnataka activists during

- protests over the Cauvery row.

The move follows allegations
inasection of media that the tran-
sport firm staged the incident to
claim insurance. The buses were
burnt at KPN Travels bus depot
near Kengeri on September 12.

DCP(west)M B Anucheth said
local police had arrested 11 peo-
ple, including a woman, in con-
nection with the incident. The
woman has been booked for al-
legedly provoking the attack and
supplying petrol for setting:the
buses on fire. The DCP said the ar-
rested persons were not attached
to any pro-Kannada outfit. ENS
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Enjoy shikar

SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER 16
With peace and normalcy
eluding Srinagar, Himachal
Tourism’s proposal to start
cruise, house boats and
shikaras at the Maharana
Pratap Sagar (Pong Dam) in
Kangra district might
become a major tourist
attraction in North India.
The Department of Tourism
and Civil Aviation will shortly
be floating Expressions of
Interest to invite private sec-

™rrr¥

tor for starting water sports
and tourist attraction like
house boats and shikaras at
Maharana Pratap Sagar In
Kangra district.

e

.........
AT R I
................
.................
.........
-----------------
.......
.......
..........

wh
.......
.......

The Asian Development
Board (ADB) has already
approved the project and after
obtaining permission of the
Bhakra Beas Management
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Plan to set up film city

% The Tourism Department is also proposing to set up a film
and television training institute at Solan or Sirmaur

® There is a plan to set up a film city as many films are being
shot in the state. Actor Salman Khan is shooting for his

upcoming movie in Manali

® Those interested in setting up the film and television train-
ing institute are in talks with the state government

Board (BBMB) for undertak-
Ing the water sport activities,
house boats and shikaras will
emerge as big attraction for
tourists. The ADB has

approved over Rs 6 crore for
the purchase of a cruise,
which will be a big attraction.

The department is also pro-
posing to set up a Film and

as, serene skies and calm waters at Pong Dam soon

Television Training Institute
at Solan or Sirmaur district.
The plan to set up a Film City
1s also being considered by
the department as several hit
Bollywood films were being
shot 1In Himachal. Salman
Khan was currently shooting
in Manali for one of his forth-
coming films..Some people
from the film industry inter-
ested 1n setting up Film and
Television Training Institute
have also got in touch with
the state government with
thelr proposals.
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IEW DELHE: A meeting ' ¢
Union Water Resour

Uma Bharti with the Ghnef Mmmters:

of Chattisgarh and Odisha on sharing
waters of the Mahanadi river, ended in

an impasse.

A stltement ﬁom Odisha, in the af-
termath ofthe m g, said “it would
¢xplore all
legal option of dpproaching the apex

court] for setting up of Tribunal under

Interstate Water Dispute Act1956.”
" Odisha wanted Chattisgarh to cease

construction of a barrage and seven

weirs over the Mahanadi river be-
cause it ommlcted water flow into the -

Punjab Keshan Hi
The Hmdm) ndi)

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

nglish)& Pubhmtz Sectmn cwc.

hvehhoedmmd Odlshwﬁelals

options...[including the

Chattisgarh rebuts. that it is the
source of most of the water from the

. Hirakud dam and has so used far less .

than its fair share. Moreover, there

“were changes in the Hirakud'’s storage
capacity

from-1957 {the year the dam -
was built) and there were significant
in the States’ demands for ir-

rigation purposes and fitiire use. Ms.
* Bharti on Saturday requested Chattis-
‘garh to cease dam construction for a

week, a demand, Chattisgarh officials

. told%ﬂw Hmdu, they. ceuldn’t heed. .
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DISMAL SCENARIO: According to officials, Wayanad has
registered the highest seasonal d_eficit of 59 per cent.

T. NANDAKUMAR

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
anad, the hub of coffee cul-
tivation in Kerala and the dis-
trict that contributes heavily
to the cash crop output of the
State, is likely to be declared
drought hit this year follow-

ing a seasonal rainfall deficit

of 59 per cent during the
southwest monsoon. -
The State Disaster Man-
agement Authority has initi-
ated the process of evaluat-
ing the various parameters
for declaring drought In
Wayanad, along with other
parched districts. Govern-
ment sources said the decla-
ration was likely by the first
week of October. “We are

Way-

~gical Department

sur with 42 percent, Malap-

puram with 38 percent, and -

Palakkad with 34 percent.
Ernakulam district has the
lowest deficit of 19 percent.

“We are keeping a close
watch on the various para-
meters and the sectors likely
to be impacted. A fresh spell
of rain during the tail-end of
the monsoon could still
provide some relief though it
is unlikely to turn the situ-
ation around,” says an offi-
cial. The India Meteorolo- *
has
forecast increased rainfall
over south India from B
September 24.

Weathermen are keeping
their fingers crossed on the "
performance of the impend-

amitine for the numbers to _ing northeast monsoon in
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NEW DELHI: Covered with a thick
coat of green moss and hyacinth,
made worse by floating pieces
of idols immersed in the waters
during Ganesh Visarjan, the
banks of Yamuna are intense
mosquito-breeding spots, health
experts say.

Thousands of devotees
immersed idols on Wednesday
and Thursday. Corporations
and Delhi government agencies
started cleaning the Yamuna on
Friday. But breeding along the
riverbanks has worsened as
some idols and broken pieces
float away and resurface near
on the banks, say experts. |

“A edes aegypti, the mosquito
which causes dengue, can breed
in water as little as five millili-

tre. Containers, cups and broken

idols are ideal for breeding. After
the immersion, some idols are
not fished out. They surface on
the banks. These broken pieces
often hold water and breed mos-
quitoes,” said senior researcher
at the Centre for Atmospheric
Sciences, IIT Delhi, Shalini
Ramachandran.

She said no advisory was
issued to the public about pro-
tecting themselves from mos-
quito bites near the water body,
especially in the wake of the
disease taking an epidemic form.

= Ganesh Visarian has left many broken idol pieces on the Yamuna

banks. They hold water and trigger infections.

Public awareness and edu-
cation plays a major role in
reducing mosquito breeding,
said director of an environ-
mental health programme at
Maulana Azad Medical College,
Dr TK Joshi.

Environmental degradation,
such as unchecked hyacinth for-
mation, contributes to breeding,
Joshi said. “Building more hos-
pitals and health care units is not
the sole solution... Unless basic
cleanliness and civic conditions
are maintained, with every pass-
ing year, cases and deaths will
keep increasing.” J oshi said.

South Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh
is an example of how people are
falling prey to the heavy mosqui-
to breeding along the Yamuna

- -~

BURHAAN KINU/FILE

hanks. Twelve-year-old Muskan
and 38-year-old Nazish (MLA,
Amanatullah Khan’s sister-in-
law) are two deaths reported
from here. |

Civic bodies’ health officials
said they held awareness drives
in the area before the onset of
monsoons. But hyacinth and
moss on the banks has contrib-
uted to the spike in cases in the
neighbourhood, they said.

«mhe flood and irrigation
department is supposed to clear
hyacinth and moss. But that has
not happened,” said a corpora-
tion health official. The depart-
ment failed to clear the weeds
despite many reminders, he said.

The irrigation department
refused to comment.
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- 6.g0 missing in  flash floods

STAFF REPORTER Q(«\

xonm Slx youths ‘who
were ba in ariver at Pas-
ukkadavu in Maruthongara
panchayat went missing on
Sunday eve

who were part of the nine-

member group were rescued
by local people. All the .

youths hail from Kothodu in
the district.

missing youths
wanth Chandrzm, 20 Akshay

ning fellowing a -
flash flood. Three others -

- ~ various stretches of the rivey,
Rural police identified the
Vipindas *
Devan, 20; P. Rajessh, 24; As- *

R.a]eevan, 18; P. Vishnu, 19;
and A. Sajin, 18.
Local people said the flash

flood occurred as a result of
the. torrential downpour in

variods places in Wayanad
district. The youths were un-

aware of the-danger though it
 was slightly rammg m the re-’

gon.

. Though ani mtenswe

search was ca;ned\ out in

the rescue teams could gt

spot any-of the victims tilf

late in the evehmg. An unex-
« pected rise in thewater level, .

o ’Jhﬂ;u:fgﬁ!ﬁﬁ*f*'ﬁ; _rj'-'i. S

_Revenue

~ heavy rain and fading light
alsohit the search operations
carried” out by the Firé and
Rescue Service teams.

- Following the incident, the
Department issued
an alert to the residents who

Tive close to the riverbank.
ats have been -

- Arrangeme; |
taken to shift some of the
families along the Kadanthra -

" river- .10 ‘safer locations.

-Baburaj,+ vice-president of |’

‘Maruthongarg , panchayat,

“said- it was a gl
wheré similar accuients had

taken place earlier too.

B - S fh:' _.r-.'-l*‘rL-'-'-F-' P .
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An overlapping roadmap

. Sujatha Byravan

in peril: “India is one of the regions most vulnerable to climate change because of its high population, vast ecologies, and long
coastline.” A man cooks food on the road as floods submerge his house in Morigaon district, Assam. Photo: Ritu Raj Konwar

Sujatha Byravan

Actions that will reduce vulnerability to climate change are related to strategies for achieving Sustainable Development Goals

In September last year, the United Nations General Assembly adopted global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which were laid
out in the document, ‘Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development’. There are 17 SDGs with their associated 169
targets, developed as the next step in the evolution of what were previously known as the Millennium Development Goals. Countries are now
formulating indicators to track their progress towards the targets. The SDGs broadly relate to human dignity, prosperity, protecting the
biosphere, and promoting peace and security. While these goals have been accepted in principle, they have also been criticised from various
quarters for being too large in number, and too wide or too limited in their scope. Reaching the targets will also be difficult because there are
no specific funds that have been set aside to attain them. International development aid, public and private funds, a redesign of tax
structures, and other international mechanisms have been discussed and may be considered by individual countries as sources of finance for
these targets.

Interconnected goals

India has an enormous but also an opportune challenge ahead of it with regard to the SDGs. This is because the SDGs essentially encompass
India’s overall development agenda since they include health and food, cities and infrastructure, energy access, poverty and inequality, water,
sanitation, climate change, consumption and ecosystems.

The interconnected nature of the SDGs makes them complex, but also demonstrates complementary benefits from specific goals and targets.
For instance, clean drinking water and sanitation would enhance health, leading to improved nutrition and well-being. Sustainable
consumption and production would reduce the use of materials and energy, leading to mitigation of greenhouse gases, and should improve
local ecosystems because of the relation between consumption and natural systems. It was earlier agreed that since climate change, the 13th
SDG, is under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the targets for this goal would be determined by the
Convention. This safeguards the protections and responsibilities that stem from the UNFCCC.

The former CEO of NITI Aayog is reported to have said regarding the difficulty of reaching the SDGs that lack of data has already made it

difficult to attain the goals of the 12th Five Year Plan. In addition to paucity of funds, difficulties of data availability and poor capacity at
various levels are likely to hamper India’s progress towards the SDGs.
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But the SDGs are global objectives that signal what is important for human well-being, and they incorporate many of the lessons learned from
decades of development (sustainable or otherwise). Besides, the specific domains that the SDGs target align almost exactly with the objectives
of India’s Five Year Plans and government schemes. Thus, while attaining all the SDGs on time may be near impossible, there are several
cross-cutting tasks that can be addressed. These include identifying what data we already have used or could use, finding proxies, setting up
new institutions (policies, rules and regulations), improving Centre-State coordination to reach the goals, and building capacity.

SDGs and climate change

As many are aware, South Asia, especially India, is one of the regions most vulnerable to climate change because of its high population, vast
and diverse ecologies, and long coastline.

Actions that will reduce this vulnerability are tightly related to strategies for sustainable development. For example, the first SDG, ending
poverty in all forms by 2030, is of fundamental importance for India, which had about 20 per cent of the world’s poor in 2011. Numerous
studies have shown consistently that poverty increases vulnerability to climate change. If we begin to address aspects of poverty by
understanding its multidimensional and dynamic nature, we may begin to improve current living conditions and increase resilience to global
warming. Similarly, making our cities sustainable, setting up better sanitation facilities, reducing consumption, making drinking water and
energy services accessible to all, and so on, would contribute significantly to improving resilience to global warming. Many of these would
improve system-wide energy efficiency, which would of course reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Sustainable development alone is not sufficient for climate adaptation. The latter also requires information on global warming impacts
expected in a region along with knowledge of specific actions that would enable us to live in a warmer world. Building climate change
resilience, which improves our adaptive capacities or removes limitations to adaptive capacities, is part of sustainable development.

The disaggregated impacts of future climate change in peninsular India are extremely difficult to predict because of monsoon variability.
Regional climate models and approaches to downscale global predictions have been inadequate and only show the general likelihood of more
intense rainfall in shorter periods in fairly vast areas, with drought elsewhere due to decrease or variability in precipitation. Overall, these
changes will increase the vulnerability of local populations to flash floods, soil erosion, long-term freshwater shortages and declining
agricultural yields. Beyond that, it is difficult to tell from current models whether a particular region will be drought-prone or have excess
precipitation. In the absence of such detailed information, climate adaptation in India will need to first focus on sustainable development, in
order to build climate resilience. Apart from a few exceptional cases, such as sea level rise, where we know the effects and need to plan for its
numerous impacts, focussing on sustainable development first is a useful strategy. Sustainable development thus provides an important
framework for policymakers and others to understand better how climate change can be mainstreamed into development planning in each
sector.

Sujatha Byravan is Principal Research Scientist, Center for Study of Science, Technology & Policy, Bengaluru.
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