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Meore than 500 deaths due to debt, crop failure, say officials

Number of
farmer suicides
in Marathwada
crosses 800 mark

Govt picks Osmanabad for zero suicide
plan, seven other districts to follow suit

MANOJ MORE
OSMANABAD, NEW DELH,
OCTOBER1?

WITH THE number of farmer
suicidesin Marathwadacrossing
800-mark in 10 months of this
year, the Maharashtra govem-
ment has picked Osmanabad,
one of the worst-affected dis-
tricts, for its “zero suicide” plan.

Toachieve the objective, the
government haslaunched a slew
of measures inOsmanabad whi-
ch would be replicated subseq-
uently in other seven affected
districts of Marathwada Osma-
nabad is one of the three worst-
affected districtsof Marathwada
region. The other two are Beed
and MNanded. By the end of last
month, all three districts saw
over 100 suicides, with Beed
crossing the 150-mark.

Of the total 807 suicides by
farmers, at beast 294 are not re-
lated to cropfailure or risingdebt
of farmers, say district officials.
“But yes, as many as 513 deaths
aredue o indebtedness and crop
failure caused by poor rains.
MNearly 204 suicides have taken
place due tovarnous reasons, in-
cluding illness or Family dis-
putes. In some cases, il was
found they did not qualify as
farmers. This emerged in a sur-
vey carried out by a team of offi-
cials,” Divisional Commissioner
Umakant Dhangat said

Almostevery week over the
past 10maonths, the Marathwa-
da region has seen suicides by
Farrmers, sometimes the number
being as high as 30.a weelk. This
has prompted the govemment
o initiate strong steps, including
designating Osmanabad as the
“model district” where it plans
to bring down number of fanmer
suictdes to "almost 2ero” in the
next few months and then sub-
sequently replicate the plan in

other districts.

Asthe firststep, officials have
launched “mass counselling
movemnent” of farmersand their
Families.

“This is being done by ap-
pointing committees at taluka-
evel The committee members
have o locate armersindistress
and start their counselling im-
mediately, It primarnily includes
updating therm about availabil-
ity of government schemes
whether it concems improving
farm yield or loan from nation-
alised banks at lower interest
rates than those offered by
money-lenders,” said Dhangat.

District officials are also hold-
ing public meetings in villages
where well-to-do villagers are
urged w identily those in distress
and guide them to government
counselling centres or nearby
government departments. The
ofticials are also reaching the
door-step of the farming com-
munity o understand the travails
they face in their everyday life,

Signihcantly, stressis also be-
ing laid onworking on the men-
tal aspects of farmers.

The officials under National
Health Mission try to first under-
stand the traumathe farmersare
facing and then advise them
hewt to cope with it

Another significant step the
state government has taken is to
launch the Vasantrao MNaik
Swawlambhi Shetkari Mission.
It has roped a prominentactivist
from Vidarbha, Kishore Tiwan,
to head the mission. "The mis-
S10n has an express purpose o
make farmers seli-reliant, help
them face vagariesof nature and
free them from the clutches of
roney-lenders and the vicious
cycle of debt,” he said.

Tiwari said the govermnment
was working at multiple levels
to reduce the spiralling cases of
Farmer suicides.
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Dwarka seeks water body tag for recharge sites

Ritam Halder

= ritam hakder@hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: The residents of
Dwarka have taken up the
cudgels to ensure that two
natural groundwater recharge
sites in the area get water body
status in the records of Delhi
government and the Delhi
Development Authority.

The twonatural groundwater
recharge sites are in sector 20
and 23, respectively.

Delhi has 1,000-0dd water
bodies, including village ponds,
marshes, lakes and step wells,
according to records available
with the Delhi government.

Activists say about 80% ol
these have been gobbled up by
encroachments and urbanisa-
tion.

According to activist Diwan
Singh, who iz also a mem-
ber of Dwarka Water Bodies
Committee, the residents under
the banner of Sukh Dukh Ke
Saathi have taken up this cause
to make sure that these water
bodies act as natural groundwa-
ter recharge sites in this corner
of the city.

“We are moving with our
efforts to get the sites in Sector
20 and 23 in records of the DDA
and Delhi government as water
bodies so that due budget alloca-

tion, and other works are proc-
essed in a proper, systematic
manner,” Singh said.
According to Singh. on
October 13, the Dwarka teh-
sildar visited the water bodies
with officials of the DDA, “The
tehsildar has asked DDA to ini-
tiate the process for demarca-
tion of water bodies so that the
process for their inclusion in
records can be finalised. This
week, a Central Ground Water
Authority official also visited
the sites, He took note on how
the performance of these water
bodies can be improved further
and would write to the Union
Water Resource Ministry,” the

activist said.

Three years back, in 2011-12,
an envirenmental group led
by Diwan Singh did a survey
of ponds in 50 villages in and
around Dwarka region. It was
found that all these water bodies
were nearly dead. Of the 183,93
were dry, 63 had sewage in them
and the rest were {illed up arti-
ficially for animal husbandry
purposes,

The development comes at a
time when the national capital's
water bodies are vanishing due
to apathy of authoritles con-
cerned, being used as garbage
dumping sites or maintained
poorly.
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Deccan Herald vom 18.10.2015#B

Cauvery water collected for Amaravathi

SRIRANGAPATHA (MANDYA
DIST): Ateam led by Hindupur
MP Nimmala Krishnappa
from Andhra Pradesh visited
thetownon Saturday to collect
soil and water from Biver Cau-
very for the foundation laying
ceremony of Amaravathi, the
new capital of Andhra Pradesh
scheduled on October 22,

The MP said that Amara-
vathi, the new capital city of

Andhra Pradesh, is comingup
on 30,000 acres of land near
Vijayawada and dignitaries, in-
cluding Prirne Minister Naren-
dra Modi, are participating in
the foundation laying ceremao-
ny.
“Each MP of the bifurcated
State has been entrusted with
collecting sacred water from
warious rvers in the nation —
Ganga, Yamuna, Brahmaputra,

http://www.deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#

ete— for the ceremony] he said,
The panchaloha (alloy of five
metals) potwith Cauvery water
and a handful of sand from the
riverbed were placed near
Sangama and religious rituals
were conducted under the
guidance of Somasekhar, the
priest of Kanipaka Varasiddi
Vinayaka Temple in Chitmor
district.
DH News Service
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MUMBALI: The Maharashtra government has declared a "drought-like condition" in 14,708 of the
state's 43,000 villages. This means the drought covers 34% of the state.

This is the second successive year of drought in Maharashtra. In fact, the state has experienced
three such calamities in the last four years.

The region of Marathwada has been worst-hit, with a drought-like condition declared in every
single village. As many as 8,522 villages in the region have been impacted. This accounts for 58%
of the drought area in the state.

North Maharashtra which includes Nasik and Jalgaon districts follows next with 4,869 villages
impacted. This accounts for 33% of the drought area. The region of Konkan has been spared, with
not a single village affected by the calamity. The Konkan region experienced a plentiful monsoon
this year.

"We have declared a drought-like condition earlier than usual. It is usually declared in December
after a final assessment of crop loss," said state revenue minister Eknath Khadse, responding to
the Opposition's criticism that the state was not taking the crisis seriously.

The state can declare a drought-like condition only after an assessment of crop yield. Villages
where the harvest is less than half the average yield come under this category.

The government has announced a series of measures for drought-affected farmers including the
waiver of land revenue and school fees for their children and a 33% waiver in the bill amount of
agricultural pumps. The government has also said it will provide water tankers in scarcity-prone
villages and take steps not to disconnect agricultural pumps.

So far, Rs 920 crores has been provided for drought relief, of which Rs 556 crores has come from
the Centre. Another Rs 556 crores is expected from the government, officials said.

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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Global forecasts point at a mild winter this year

Amit Bhattacharya, TNN | oct 18, 2015, 12.00AM IST
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NEW DELHI: Winter this year is expected to be mild over most parts of the country with above-
normal average temperatures, according to global climate forecasts and projections at a south
Asian climate conference that concluded in Chennai on Thursday.

Experts gathered at the first Winter South Asian Climate Outlook Forum (Win-Soscof) released a
consensus statement that also predicted above normal winter monsoon rainfall in Tamil Nadu in
the OctoberDecember period. The state receives most of its rainfall during this period.

"During the season, normal to above normal temperatures are likely over most parts of the
region," the statement added.

It noted the continuing presence of El Nino conditions over the Pacific Ocean which are known to
strengthen the northeast monsoon circulation and enhance rainfall over the region. "El Nino
conditions are also known to cause above normal temperatures over the region," the statement
said.

The conference would issue another forecast for the December-February period in November.
"There was consensus among experts from the nine attending nations that the December to
February period is likely to witness above normal temperatures,” said B P Yadav, director, India
Met Department.

The projections are consistent with seasonal forecasts from major international weather
agencies.The long range forecast map issued by European agency ECMWF for November-
January period shows average temperatures 1-2 degrees above normal over most of India, barring
southern TN and the northeast.

Such seasonal predictions give an average temperature anomaly for the entire period. That
means, although there could be cold spells during the season but the average temperatures over
the period would be above normal.

However, Yadav said, "While most models show a mild winter this year in India, the season is still
a few months away . Forecasts with such long lead times have less accuracy ."

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.
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HC comes to the rescue of Pampa

¢ K.C. Gopakumar
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Discarding of clothes into the river by Sabarimala pilgrims will be considered an offence.

Concerned at the aggravation of the pollution of the Pampa, a Division Bench of the Kerala High Court on Friday ordered that throwing of
clothes and other belongings into the river by the Sabarimala pilgrims be considered an offence under the provisions of the Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Act.

It directed that those acting to the contrary should be proceeded against under the provisions of the Act.

The Bench comprising Justice Thottathil B. Radhakrishnan and Justice Anu Sivaraman, while dealing with a case relating to the affairs of the
Sabarimala temple, observed that abundant materials before the court and various reports of the State Pollution Control Board and other
agencies categorically showed beyond the shadow of doubt that the river was being constantly polluted.

Discarding of huge quantities of clothes and other belongings had aggravated pollution of the river.

The court pointed out that there was absolutely no practice or religious tenets which advised a person, after having darshan at the temple, to
discard the clothes and other belongings which he worn into the river. Therefore, no such practice could be permitted under “the camouflage”
of freedom of practice of religion under Article 25 of the Constitution.

The court said Section 24 of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act prohibited dumping of materials into a stream or a river
which impeded the flow of its waters.

The discarding of clothes or any material or other personal belongings — biodegradable or not — into the waters of the Pampa by any person
amounted to violation of Section 24 and the person doing it could be proceeded against. The section prescribed a prison term of a year-and-a-
half.

Those who advised pilgrims to discard clothes into the river could be proceeded against for the offence of abetment under Section 109 of the
IPC.
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HC pulls up Maharashtra for Kumbh water release
e Rahi Gaikwad
Division Bench questions the decision as the State is reeling under drought

Water supply cuts have started at Shankarnagar in Nashik city. Till a week ago, Rajendra Jadhav, a resident says, there was supply through
taps twice a day, for two hours each time. Now, it’s just once a day. About 15 km away, in Niphad taluk, grape-grower Vasudeo Kathe’s
orchard runs the risk of ruin for want of water.

These areas are supplied water from the Gangapur dam, which is located 10 km from Nashik. The Maharashtra government let out water
from the dam for ‘Shahi Snan’ (a royal bath) at the Kumbh Mela held recently in Nashik. The decision came under criticism from the Bombay
High Court, which questioned the wisdom of water release for holy dip in the Godavari, when the State was reeling under drought.

Last week, the court directed the Chief Secretary to examine the legalities of the decision, which went against the government’s water policy
that prioritised water release for drinking and domestic use and sanitation.

A Division Bench of Justices A.S. Oka and V.L. Achliya, in a September 22 order on a public interest litigation petition filed by Professor H.M.
Desarda, said: “The State government was insensitive to the needs of common people in the drought-affected areas who have to travel long
distances every day to fetch drinking water...What is shocking is that for washing away the dirt created in the river by the ‘holy bath,” a
substantial quantum of water will have to be released from the Gangapur dam.”

In another order earlier, the Bench asked the government to adopt “a sensitive and scientific approach to saving water” and “revisit the entire

5 9

issue in the light of the fact that the water which will satisfy the basic needs of lakhs of citizens is being diverted for ‘Shahi Snan’.

The holy bath at Nashik Kumbh took place on August 29 and September 13 and 18. Of the 4.5 TMC (thousand million cubic feet) of water
reserved for Nashik city during 2015-2016, 5.15 per cent or 0.232 TMC was released for the event on the three days. The government
maintained that if enough water had not been released, a law and order situation would have arisen. “The Godavari is not a perennial river. If
lakhs of people come on their own, it is the State’s responsibility to provide them water for bathing,” Nashik Collector Deependra Singh
Kushwabh told The Hindu .

“The [government’s water] policy also says water can be used for ‘other purposes.” Moreover, the water that was released has not been wasted.
It will go to the lower Godavari basin. The actual amount of water released was much less than what was sanctioned. In fact, the High Court
itself had previously ordered that clean water be provided to the devotees,” Mr. Kushwah said. Details apart, it was the government’s flawed
thinking that drew the court’s ire. The criticism was also timely, as last Friday, the government declared drought in 14,708 villages. The ‘Shahi
Snan’ is a pointer to the more pressing issue of inequitable water distribution, experts say.

“It was silly to release water for Kumbh. Why not do ‘Shahi Snan’ symbolically by putting a bit of water on the head,” asked water expert Vijay
Diwan. The suggestion was not well received by the spiritually inclined. “Let’s see what happens in future. The government has to provide
water for the bath. It is our dharmik parampara [religious tradition]. God will fill up the river with twice the amount of water,” Mahant
Dharamdas;ji of Shri Nirvani Ani Akhara, told The Hindu .
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Maharashtra declares drought-like condition

¢ Special Correspondent
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Vivek Bendre
A file photo of drought affected Maharashtra in 2013.

The Maharashtra government on Friday declared a ‘drought-like condition’ in 14,708 of the 43,000 villages which received less than 50 per
cent average rainfall between June and July.

It has announced a series of measures for drought-affected farmers, including the waiver of land revenue and school fees for their children
and a 33 per cent waiver in the bill amount of agricultural pumps.

It would provide water tankers in scarcity-prone villages and would ask the State power distribution utility not to disconnect power supply to
agriculture pumps.

The Marathwada region has been most affected, with a drought-like condition declared in as many as 8,522 villages in the region.
The Nasik and Jalgaon districts of north Maharashtra have also been severely affected.

Revenue Minister Eknath Khadse said the government had declared a drought-like condition earlier than usual as it was normally declared
after an assessment of crop-yields in December. Villages, where the harvest was less than half the average yield would then be declared
drought-hit.

Printable version | Oct 19, 2015 4:03:43 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/maharashtra-declares-droughtlike-
condition/article7771052.ece
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State to meet Nariman on-

id

BENGALURU, DHNS: Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
saturday said the State gov-
ernment will consult senior
counsel Fali S Narimanon
filing an interim application
before the Mahadayi Water

Dispute Tribunal. A delega-

tion will meet Nariman after
October 23. |

Addressing the media in
Bengaluru, after an all-party
meeting, Siddaramaiah said

that a consensus had been ar-

rived at to seek Nariman's opin-
jon before filing the appeal
seeking diversion of 7.56 tmc
frof water from Mahadayi river
to Malaprabha river, as a tem-
poraryrelief.

“An all-party team will be
taken to meet Nariman. The

' government could have invited

him to the State, but given his

| old age, it was decided that we

should call on him” he said. -
Siddaramaiah dismissed

queries regarding the possibil-

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
chairs ameeting on Maha-
dayi issue in Bengaluru on
Saturday. Law Minister TB
Jayachandra, Irrigation Min-
ister M B Patil, Opposition
jeader Jagadish Shettar,
JD(S) leader Kumaraswamy
and BJP leader K S Esh-
warappa are Seen. DH PHOTO

ity of another meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. “The matter didn’t come
up for discussion. The meet-
ing’s only agenda was to discuss
the pros and cons of filing an
interim application,” he added.

Sources said Kumaraswamy
brought up the issue of meet-

_er share of water.

-ingM: ii. But leade oftheop-

gadish Shettar, shot down the
suggestion. :

The leaders also discussed
the possibilities of filing an in-
terim application seeking 3 tme

'Mahadayi water release’

position in the Assembly, Ja-

ft of water, instead of 7.56 tme.

Sources said Nariman, who
was opposed to filing an inter-
im application, had suggested
that Karnataka should consid-
er seeking 3 tme ft of water, giv-
enthe urgency of the situation.

Though Narimans sugges-
tion is acceptable to the gov-
ernment, the Opposition par-
ties, especially the JD(S), are
opposed to settling forasmall-

Before the meeting, JD(S)
MLC Basavaraj Horattitold the
media that his party would op-
pose the proposal toseek 3 tmc
of water. “We will agree only if
the government files the appli-
cation seeking 7.56 tme water,
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