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i the appeals filed by the states' :

/ and said they were not: main-

i first adjudicate the appeals filed | tainable under the mter-state"

by the two governments and  River Water. D1sputgs ct, 1956.
‘Kerala against the Cauvery tri- According to him the tribunal ;

bunal’s2013award. ~ awardis t“mal and to asSC

b We first intend to decide the decree. : :
- maintainability of appealsfiled Senior advocate and noted

| byKarnataka, TamilNaduand  jurist Fali 8 Nariman, appear-

it ‘Kerala. At this juncture, the ing for Karnataka, said the

* interim order dated October 4 appeals are mamtamable asSC

\ directing Karnataka torelease isthe only forum to adjudicate
© 2,000 cusecs of water per day to - disputes between states.
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AUVERY ROW: SC RETAINS ORDERS TO K'TAK

INATAKA TOLD TORELEASE? 000 CUSECS OF WATER TOTNTILL FURTHER NOTICE, BOTH STATES ASKED TO MAINTAIN PEACE

m STAg

+1hi, 18 October

upreme Court today
aditsdirectiontoKar-
1torelease 2,000 cusecs
very water per day to
Nadu till further orders
iked the two govern-
to ensure peace and
my, saying citizens
lnotbecomelawunto
slves.
‘apex court said a se-
citizenry must prev-
the two states, and
that ‘morality of
t’should existamong
eople.
igh-level panel has
nended that “outdat-
| unscientific water
tion techniques” must
sited to resolve the
e, saying both Kar-
and Tamil Nadu were
water shortage, cre-
memployment and
Uhardshipforthepeo-

ple A three- Judge Bench
headed by Justice Dipak
Misra, which commenced
the crucial hearing on vari-
ousissuesarisingoutof the

dispute between Tamil Nadu

and Karnataka over sharing
of Cauvery waters, said it first
intended to adjudicate the
issue of maintainability of
appeals filed by both the
states and Kerala against
the tribunal’s 2013 award.

- Theapex court-appointed
Supervisory Committee,
formed to inspect the Cauvery
basin to assess the ground
realities in the region, had
said the neighbouringripar-
ianstatesneeded to appreciate

interest of Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry to protect their

established irrigation and
Karnataka’saspirationsfor
development and educate
their people accordingly
The panel in its 40-page
report had noted that farm-
ers in both states were in

=

severe distressand adequate
crop compensation must be
provided to them. This was
evensupported by Attorney
General Mukul Rohatgi. The
court also noted the sub-
mission of Karnataka that
ithas complied with the ear-
lier order of releasing 2,000
cusecs of water to Tamil
Nadu.

The Bench said it would :

first go into the issue of
maintainability of appeals
filed by Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Keralaand Puducher-
ry against the tribunal’s
awarding and then hear the
arguments on the report
filed by the committee,

The Attorney General
said the appeals filed by the
states were not maintain-
ableasperarticle131 and 262
of the Constitution and the

provisions of Inter-state

River Water Disputes Act,
1956. He said as per the con-
stitutional provisions, a

“decree passed by a tribunal
will be like a decree of

Supreme Court, which can-

notheartheappealsagainst
itsown order: Senior advocate
Fali S Nariman, appearing
for Karnataka, said the

appealsaremaintainableas

Supreme Court can only
adjudicate the disputes
between two states,

The committee report
said “the infrastructure to
deliver waterto thefarmers
is century old and has very
low conveyance efficiency.
Thisneedstobemodernised
for optimal use of scarce
water. The conveyance effi-
ciency can be further
improved by piped distrib-
ution network and applica-
tion efficiency by micro irri-
gation and precision irriga-

- tion.”

“In addition, on-farm
development works may be
provided toensureequitable
distribution of water toindi-

vidual farmer’s field,” the
report said.

The hearing remained
inconclusive and will con-

- tinuetomorrow when Tamil

Nadu will advance its argu-
ments on maintainability of

appeals. The Supreme Court -

hadon4 October directed Kar-
natakatorelease 2,000 cusecs
Cauvery water every day to
Tamil Nadu from 7 October
18 and deferred its earlier
orderaskingthe Centre toset
up Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Board (CWMB) till it
finally decided on appeals
relatingto the age-old water
dispute.

Theapex courthad agreed
to the suggestion that a
Supervisory Committee,
comprising officials and
technical experts from the
Centre, Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Kerala and Puducher-
1y, be set up to inspect Cau-
very basin for assessing
ground realities.

After BJB, DMK
targets K’'taka Cong

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chennai, 18 October

A day after accusing BJP of
rakingupthe Cauvery issue
for electoral gains in Kar-
nataka, DMK today made a
similar charge agamsttherul
ing Congress in the nelgh—
bouring state.

Referring to Karnataka
chief minister Siddarami-
ah’sinsistence onbuildinga
damacross Cauvery riverat
Mekedatu, DMK president M
Karunanidhisaid both Con-
gress and BJP were doing
such things with an eye on
the 2018 Assembly election.

While the Mekedatu pro-
Jjectwas initially proposedfor
the drinking water needs of

Bengaluru, “Siddaramiah
now says there are plans to
produce 400 MW of power
also,” he said, adding, “Con-
gress and BJP have started
fighting to win the polls and
Congress’ activitiesare only
a part of that,” he said.
Criticising the BJP-led .
NDA government at the Cen-
treon theissueof constituting
the Cauvery Management
Board, Karunanidhi said it
hadnotacted in Tamil Nadu’s
favour in thismatter, adding

““How can it be expected toact

fairly onthe Mekedatu” issue.
The Centre has come
under criticism in after it
sought modification of a
Supreme Court directive on
constitution of the CMB.
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Supreme Court

> Jl® 116

asks

Karnataka to continye
releasing water to TN

HT Correspondent
= letters@hindustantimes, com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
asked Karnataka on Tuesday to
continue releasing 2,000 cusecs
of Cauvery every day to Tamil
Nadu till further orders, order-
ing the two states to ensure
peace and harmony.

“Citizens should not become
law unto themselves,” a bench
headed by Justice Dipak Misra
said and indicated that it would
first adjudicate the appeals filed
by the two governments and
Kerala against the Cauvery tri-
bunal’s 2013 award.

“We first intend to decide the
maintainability of appeals filed
by Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. At this Jjuncture, the
interim order dated October 4
directing Karnataka to release
2,000 cusecs of water per day to

o @

1§
Tamil Nadu will continue till
further orders,” said the bench.
It ordered: “Morality of respect
for both the states, among people
of both the states and Properties,
should be maintained.”

Both states told the bench
they were in dire need of
water. Attorney General Mukul
Rohatgi placed before the
court the supervisory commit-
tee’s report. He also contested
the appeals filed by the states
and said they were not main-
tainable under the inter-state
River Water Disputes Act, 1956.
According to him the tribunal
award is final and akin to a SC
decree. :

Senior advocate and noted
jurist Fali S Nariman, appear-
ing for Karnataka, said the
appeals are maintainable as SC
is the only forum to adjudicate
disputes between states.
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gets most of its rain from the Northeast monsoon. —ALEPKOT0 B

Northeast monsoonmay

ot arrive till October 23

! The State

i partment.

Changeinwind
pattem’,conducive for
: rain yet to happen,
i says Met o‘fﬂ’cial‘ iy

CHENNAL The northeast mon-

: soon might miss its normal

i dateof arrival - October 20 -
 this year, and is unlikely to

: setinatleast il October 23,

meteorologists say-
. with the southwest mon-
i~ goon still lingering in some

: parts, the change inwind pat-

: tern conducive for the onset
i of the next monsoon has not
: ‘happened yet. However, set-
 ting in of the monsoon seven
: days before or after October

i 20isstill considered ‘normal’ .

:.by the Meteorological De-
The northeast
: ‘monsoon is crucial to the
i State as it accounts for the

lion's share of the annual

i rainfall. o) ,
RS, Balachandran, director,
: Area Cyclone ‘Warning Cen-

tre, said: “We have north-
westerly or westerly winds

‘blowing over the region now. -

We need the wind pattern to
change to easterly winds that
herald the onset of th
east monsoon. While: east-
erly winds stret ching up to a
height of 1.5 km is needed, a
fairly widespread T infall
over the State is another
requisite weather condition

for the arri_val of the
__monsoon.’f S i
* Most parts of the State are

likely to .experience dry
weather for the next few
days, except for light

showersin one or two places.

Chennai too will experience

a day temperature of 34 de-
grees Celsius till Wednesday.

Light showers are likely dur- -
ing evenings in one or two

places in the city due to con-
vective activity. ;

A weather systém bfewiqg }

over the Bay of Bengal is

_moving in the northeast dir-

ection and this means the

westerly winds will remain

|

1

the north-

 for a few more days, meteor-
ologistssay. :
However, the time of the
onset of the northeast mon-
soon .does not’ matter for

good or poor rainfall as anin-

tense weather system 1S
enough to bridge the gap.
‘Some weather ‘models indic-
ate that monsoon may not ar-
rive till October 27, weather
expertssay.

Y.E.ARaj, former Deputy
Director-general of meteor-
ology, said the monsoon is
not likely to set in at least for
the next five days. “We have

had years when the monsoon.
had arrived ahead or on time
but gave pdbrz;'ainfallg.“Chen- ‘

naihashad copious rain even
on years when the monsoon
was delayed. 2011 and 2015
were the classic examples,”

" hesaid. o a
In the past century, about

10 per cent of the years had
" the monsoon setting in only
in November. Last year, the

monsoon arrived on October
28. o sz
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K.LAKSHMI

CHENNAI Chennai is hkely to
receive Krishna water from
Andhra Pradesh early on
Tuesday With the city
reservoirs going nearly dry,

Krishna water is crucial for

the supply of drinking water
in the city.

‘According to ofﬁcrals in
the Water Resources Depart-
ment, Krishna water, which
was released into the

Kandaleru Poondi reservoir
on October 10, has travelled

_nearly 135km so far.
“Normally, water dis-
charged into ‘the KP canal re-

aches the inter-state limit in

two or three days. But this

~ time, it is delayed by over a
week as the canal bed has

been dry for a few months
now;” said an official. -

FINAL LEG Water released from the Kandaleru Poon
toreach Uthukottai, the entry point of the canal in Tamil Nadu. —PHOTO B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

ok

The volume of water

n released from the KP
reservoir has: :
increased from 200
cusecs to 500 cu_s.ecs

jlmpede the ﬂow officials ex-/

plarned Water released from

the reservoir will travel 152

km through the KP canal to

di reserv0|r W||I travel 152 kmin the KP canal

i stored and drstrrbuted in dif- ’

- reach Uthukottai, the entry

* A wet bed facilitates faster -

flow of water, while a dry one

will absorb water and also

“ter
_er 25 km to
; reservorr, where it will be

point of the canal in Tamrlr ,

Nadu. _

_ The authorities in Andhra
Pradesh have increased the
rate of water from the reser-
voir from the initial 200 cu-

‘bic feet per second (cusecs)

t0 500 cusecs.
Water discharge to the city

will be stepped up gradually, ~
‘ sources‘added

kottar, the wa-

I ha

 the Poondi

ferent parts of the city.

At15 per cent capaclty e

At present, the city’s four
reservoirs hold only 15 per
cent of total capacity, which
is only enough for supply for
a little over a month. Many
households are already com-

* plaining of a marginal dip in -

the piped-water supply.
“Krishna water will help
replenish the reservoirs and
augment water supply until
northeast monsoon activity

' picks up in the region,” an of-

fident
~ volume of water will flow |
into. the reservoir without

- much seepage loss.. :

ficial said. The water is ex-
pected to reach Poondi res-
ervoir in 15 hours from
Uthukottai.

With repair works com-
pleted in the KP canal in’
Tamil Nady, officials are con-
that  maximum
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