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‘questions an oﬁicral under.

the condition of anonymity.
Further, pumping expendit-

"ure will be huge, as against
- the supply through gravity

i SWATHI VADLAMUDI . pared ﬁe pro;ect report of . watet per day (MLD) to the
| | * HYDERABAD w3t Keshavur reservoir. -7 ¢ity. Dissenting voices ‘are |
-t Work for the next generatlon " “We want to commence being heard against the
#i of twin reservoirs for Hy- " thie work this year, if the gov- ~mega reservoirs, as they are
i derabad’s drinking water re- “ernment agrees. A total of ,: feared to lead to replace-
i ¢ quirements rmght €om- ’g572 hectares will have to be ~ ment of the GO 11, which
¢ mence this Yyear, mofe than a @acgulred “for’ the. Ke- . prohibits high-rise construc-

- century ~ after . -the < 0s: vapuram reservoir,- of - fions inthe catchment areas -

mansagar and Hlmayatsa,gar,
i lakes were conceptualis
- by the legendary ggm

M ViSVeSVaraya. . . .
i - While the existing win :
i i -.reservoirs together can hold

w1th

£ 6 tic ft of water, the. future -
: twins are being planned for :{ Kish
.~; - holding a whopping 20 tmc : f{ :
++¢ - ft of water each. VD
7+iv"Ope’ . reservoir . being . The

H planned at Keshavapuram of
; i~ Shamirpet will draw its wa-
¢ ter from river Krishna and

' the other, at Devalamman-
i “agar of Choutuppal, will
i have Godavari as its source,
;... officials from the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water Supply

;. and Sewerage -Board (HM-
- WSSB) informed. Water and
Power Consultancy Services
- (WAPCOS) has already pre-

the

.3
-Covering L, YIS

s, forest Jand. We have
tten to ‘the govemment

ormed the Managing Dir-
F “ector of HMWSSB M. Dana

shavapuram reservoir a]one
is pegged at ¥7,700 crore,
which may be borne by the
government If not budget-
ary allocations, option for
payment on annuity modeto ;:
private financiers.too is be-
ing explored, Mr. Dana Kis-
hore informed. - Requiring -
three years for completion,. -

provide 750 million litres-of

11,200 hectares will be .
e land, and 372 hec-
* being supplied with 372 mil-

(MGD) — which amounts to
1,691 MLD — almost entirely
Jrom the - Krishna three

the project details,” in

.6f Osmansagar and Himayat-*
‘sagar. The city as of nowis

from the existing twin reser-
voirs.
“Water from Gandipet

tosts T3 per kilo litre, while - .

“*from Godavari, it costs 45
- per KL,” he says.

. lion gallons of water per day " -

However,. Mr. Daha Kis-
hore justifies the decision
saying the reservoirs are be-

“ing planned 30-40 years

re:" _ phases and .~ Godavari
Cart Phase-1. - Forty more MGD -
ntmg voices - : (182 MLD) of water is sched- -

project cost " for Iée- -~ uled to be supplied to the
peripheral areas once the

pipeline laying works are

_ capacity to store 40 TMC of

yexplolted as of now.
e existing reservoir at
ceives. water only. through

rainfall. What is the need for
the new reservoirs now?”

two will be able to

- “Water can be pumped
uﬁo.v& .- and Godavari going dry dur-
Singur, which as of now; re- .

complete. There is enough -

ahead of time, keeping in
view the future drmlurig wa- -
ter reqmrements
“There is no link between
GO 11t and the new reser-
voirs. Osmansagar _and Hi-.
mayatsagar reservoir‘s,,are no’

“match to-these two in stor-

water which is not being-

age. They are being built ex-
cluswely for year-long stor-
age, in the event of Krishna

ing drought years, and the
reserves in Nagarjunasagar
depleting,” Mr Dana I(Jshore
says
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VARANASE: Munilal Kannuajiyéi". :
has spent most part of his lifeon
the ghats of Ganga washing

4am, carries the bundle of dirty .
clothes of his customers on his '8
head tothe RajaHarishchandra

ghat and spends nearly eight
hours washing, drying and

arrangingthelineninbundies. = Clothes being dried at Harishchandra ghat in Varansi. PARWAZ

Ask him whether heis con- - R e e e
cerned about the pollution in  river every day adding to its y, Tribunal for the ‘lackadaisi
Gangaandthat heiscontributi pollution. approach in dealing with issues

tothepollution,the old maninmn
cently shakeshisheadinaffirma
tion. “But whereshall wego,” he
quicklyexhorts. “Weareready to
move, but where is the alterna-

concerning pollutioninGanga’,
authoritieshavestarted wielding -
Vtheir baton driving.away the
washer men from the ghats, but
notallareready tomove.

The Kannaujjiya’sare aminis-
culé washer men community in
Vargnasi with approximately
35:% 'v&e’r"strength,whose lives
haveévolved around the ghats

tive arrangement? The govern- § ‘oftheholy. river sinceages. How- With pollsaround, the commu-
ment has only been making hol--{ ever,ever s_inpelocalMPandPM nity leaders have started bar-
low promises for the last six- | ‘Narendra Modi Cleah Ganga gaining with partiestofulfil thefr

sevenyears,” saystheoldman.

Like Munilal, thereareatleast
500 washer menand womenwho
wash tons of dirty linen in the

€ €@

action plan has picked up pace,
the community leaders claim
their survivalis under threat.

. Rapped bythe National Green

® &€&

,J’-
.

ough traditionally BJP voters,
e Kannuajiya’s say, they can-
tbe takenfor granted thistime.
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“Hum log na ghar ke rahe na
ghaat ke”(We neither have a
house nor the ghat anymore),
retorted the community leader,
NanduKannaujiya, whoseorga-
nisation, Dhobi Ghaat Bachao
Samity has been fighting for
appropriate washing centresfor

_relocatingfromthe Gangaghats.

In the ongoing tussle, it's the

holy river that is suffering the -~ »

most. Unionminister of statefor .
water resources, river develop-"
ent and Ganga rejuvenation
Vijay Goel in 4 written reply in
Lok Sabha lastmonthgaid, “The
entre is aware that the deter-
gentsused by washer menalong
the bank of thé river releases
phosphateandthereby increases

. thelevel of pollutionin Ganga.”.

He added constriiction of
“Ahobi ghats”is included in the
schemes under the entry level
activities of Namami Gange s0
that the waste water is diverted
awayanddoesnotflowintoriver
Ganga. .. e e
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. Smoke on the

_— E’ - . . Weak official respo
: i - i, Bengalurus wetlands blic health
! i he éxt;éofdinai’y sight ngaluru on
fire, with a massive plt sfia¥e that could be
seen from afar, is a warning sign that urban envir-

onments are crashing under the weight of official indif-
ference. If wetlands are thé kidneys of the cities, as sci-
! entists like to describe them, Karnataka’s capital city
% has entered a phase of chronic failure. No longer the
" city of lakes and famed gardens, it has lost an estimated
i 79% of water bodies and 80% of its tree cover from the
i ;. baseline year of 1973. Successive governments in the
: * State have ignored the rampant encroachment of lake
i bedsand catchment areas for comihercial exploitation,
©  andthe pollution caiised by sewage, industrial effluents
; _and garbage, which contributed to the blaze on Bel-
;. landurlake. The neglectis deliberate, since some of the
i finest urban ecologists in the city have been warning
that government inaction is turning Bengaluru into an
unliveable mess. It is time the State government took
i note of the several expert recommendations that have
¢ © beenmade,including those of the Centre for Ecological
' sciences of the Indian Institute ‘of Science. The priority,
i clearly, is to end pollution outfalls into the water bod-
jes, which willhelp revivethemtoan acceptablesstateof
-} health. Identifying all surviving wetlands and demarc-
s . atingthem using digital and physical mapping will help
i :  communities monitor encroachments, ‘while removal
: {  of land-grabbers and restoration of interconnecting °-
\ ¢ i channelsiscrucialto avoid futire flooding events. Y
©§ |71 0ss of natural wetlands is an ongoing catastrophein . :
India. A decade ago, wher the Salim Ali Centre for Orni- !
thology and Natural History releaseda conservationat-
las for all States using space applicaﬁpns; it repo'rt_éii the "
tragic fact that 38% of we’t[aiids,’ig@d already been lost , i
nationally; and shockingly, in some districts only 12% -
survived. The Centre has since issued rules for conser- .
vation and management, and chosen 115 water bodies
i in24States for proiection suppoi-_t, but thisis obviously
i too little. Moreover, research studies show that the con- -
i centration of heavy metals in such sites is leading to'
¥ bioaccumulation, thus entering the plants and animals
{  that ultimately form part of people’s food. It should
worry not just Bengalun’s Tesidents, for instance, that
3 . ; i soil scientists have found higher levels of cadmium in- i
Covering L., YIS . i green vegetables grown using water from Bellandur.

' ©* More broadly, the collapse of environmental manage- *
ment because of multiple, disjointed agencies achiev-
ing little collectively and legal ‘protections remaining
unimplemented pose a serious threat to public health. (i
Every city needs a single lake protection authority. In- - :
dia’s worsening air quality is now well documented,

. and most of its wetlands-are severely polluted. Citizens
:  mustassert themselves to stop this periloiis course.

/___/______4__-—-—__. -
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NGTslapsRs 10L ﬁne on

3

water bottling unit in Noida

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Dethi, 19 February

The National Green Tribunalhas
imposed an environment com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakhs ona
Noida- based water bottling
unit for extracting groundwa-
ter withoutrequisitepermission
since2009. - " '

A bench headed by Justice
JawadRahimalsoordered ajoint

" inspection of Beltek Canadian

Water Ltd by the Central Pol-

Iution Control Board and the_

Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control
Board toascertain theexactnum-
ber of tubewells installed at
theunitand the quantity of water
extracted by the firm.

The greenpanel directed the
inspection team to specify the
quantity of the water extract-
ed, thenatureof pollutantsdis-
charged from the factory and
\;véleﬂler theareaisover-exploit-

' eteam should alsofindout
whether the Central Ground
Water Authority (CGWA) had

. given permission tothe unit, it
.said. “Consideringthe allegation
and with certain aspects not in
.dispute that they are utilising
the groundwater since 2009, we
direct the industry todeposita
sum of Rs 10 lakhs with the
CGWA. “This will be subjectto
determinationof theamountof
environmental compensation,
if any,onfinaladjudication. The

' amountshalibedeposited with-
in a period of one week. Upon
such deposit the inspection
shall be conducted,” the bench

said. :

The tribunal, whichstopped
shortof orderingclosureof the
unit, passed the order after
perusing an inspection report -
filed by the CGWA which said
that the plant has been extract-
ing water without installation
of meter.




‘KANPUR,FEBRUARY 17

* Hehopesthat a cleaner Ganga would attract
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Clean Ganga pr0]ect hurts
hvehhoods divides commumtles

DEEPTIMANTIWARY'

THENAMAMI GangaProject has hurt leather
workshop owner Aqueel Ahmed, 27. His

earnings have dwindled with the crackdown :

on factories poliuting the river'in Kanpur’s
Jajmau area. A kilometre away, pnestRamesh

Prasad Tiwari, 63, has a different take. He is -

happy with the project for completely oppo-
site reasons. Tiwari's earnings have plum-
meted due to increasing pollution in the river.

greater footfall at his temple on the river
banks and boost his earnings. The contrast-
ing views are symptomatic of how the Rs

20,000-crore project has divided communi- -’

ties, something that is likely to be reflected
invoting patterns on Sunday.”

Ahmed supports the project but not at ‘

the cost of his livelihood. "I have seen much
cleaner water and would love to have that
back. But how is it being done. By killing the
smallleather businessmen,” he said. "l donot
have the capital to set up an industrial efflu-
ent processing plant.” He said that the gov-
ernment was punishing them by pushing
them out of business.

Theleather unitsare now required to first
tréat their effluent in primary treatment
plants before releasing thern to the govern-
ment’s pumping stations for further clean-
ing. The decrease in demand for Indian
leather abroad had since 2014 hit the indus-
try. Suspension of work during festivalsto en-
sure a cleaner Ganga and cow vigilantism,
which has led to closure of several abattoirs

¢ and brought raw hide supply to half, have

made things worse. This has led to closure of
many tanneries inJaimau, the hubof Kanpur’s
leather industry. Many tannery owners are

facing cases for pollutingthe Ganga. - =«

Ahmed's work has gone down s;gmﬁ-

k cantly “My father was a labourer i in one of
. these factories. We rose from there to setup
. asmall unit. The way things are going, Iwill
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have to go back to being alabourer.” Tiwari is
nostalgic. "The water was so clear that we
would just drink it. So many people used to
come here to make offerings,” he said. "This
(polluted) water turns silver anklets yellow
and the white marble Shivling has turned
black. Why will people come here?” He
hopes Prime Minister Narendra Modi would
bring back the Ganga and his fortunestolife.
“Earlier, the water would be sticky. Now you
can see some fish too.”
Tannery worker Jitendra Kumar 21,

wants clean Ganga and closure of abattoirs
that the BJP has promised even if it means

" further downfall of the industry. “There is

less work. Muslims and Biharis have flooded
the workforce and brought down wages,”
said Kumar, a Mallah. “Let the government
shift these industries, I do not mind losing
this job. It anyway gets me little.”

Mallahs, an OBC caste, and Brahmins

AL e B T B

once dominated Ganga ghats. The leather in-
dustry over the years has drawn large num-
ber of Muslims and Dalits to Jajmau indus-
trial area that is divided ‘into two
constituencies; the BJP represents both,

But Abdul Rehman, a leather unitowner,
believes things could change this time.
“Muslims are in majority here but their votes
getdivided. This time there s the (Congress-
Samajwadi Party) alliance and BSP. (Chief
Minister) Akhilesh Yadav has done a lot of
workand s popular. Most people in the com-
munity say they will go with alliance,” said
Rehman, whose leather polishing work too
has suffered. “There have been no orders...
the Modi government seems only concerned
about the river and people onitsbanks. A few
months ago, they were measuring distance
between the banks and Muslim settlements.
We fear if they come to power, they will de-
molish half the colony.”




