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Anti-larval operation in Yamuna
reduces mosquito breedmg Officials

NEW DELHI, JULY 19
"Breeding of mosquitoes
in Yamuna and the neigh-
bouring region has been
significantly reduced”
after the week-long first
eco-friendly  anti-larval
operation 1n the river,
civic officials claimed
today.

The operation, jointly
conducted by the three
municipal corporations,
which seeks to reduce
breeding of mosquitoes in
the river and raise aware-
ness among people, con-
cluded today.

"We started on July 11
and as part of the opera-
tion, we used a net made
of muslin to scoop out lar-
vae from the river and
then buried them under
soll. It's a completely eco-
friendly drive and no
chemical has been used,"” a
senior NDMC official said.

All three civil bodies--
North, South and East
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tions--have joined hands
for this drive.

"We conducted a pilot on
May 13 and 14 in Civil
Lines Zone and found
(good) results, so we took
up this project. The breed-
ing of culex mosquito has
reduced significantly.
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MCD workers carry out an anti-dengue operatmn in the Yamuna followmg the recent spurt in dengue cases, in New Delhi on
Tuesday TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANAS RANJAN BHUI

And, if we start in March
from next year onwards,
the effect will be even bet-
ter," a senior official of the
NDMC's Civil Lines Zone
office said.

He said the drive was
conducted from Wazirabad
Barrage to Okhla Barrage.

"While we have looked
into the issue of drains as
breeding region for mos-
quitoes, Yamuna was never

really seen as a mosquito
menace. So, we did this for

 the first time. Yamuna also

has hyacinths which were
proving to be an impedi-
ment, so we got that
removed in the stretch we
chose and results began to
show in the drive," he said.

Culex mosquitoes fly in
the radius of 5 km and
cause a lot of nuisance,
besides causing filariasis

‘infection,

civic ofﬁcial
said. '
"While conducting the
drive, we also raised aware-
ness about breeding of all
kinds of mosquitoes, like
female anopheles (malaria)
and aedes aegypti
(dengue), and the preven-
tive measures to be taken
to ward off vector-borne
diseases," the official said.
"An exhibition was  also

organised on subjects like
spemally-made cooler for
prevention of dengue and
olyset mosquito-net (long-

lasting . insecticidal net),"

he said.

At least 50 cases of
dengue have been report-
ed in the national Capital
this season with 22 of
these recorded  this
month, according to a
municipal report.—PTI
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- Stoppassing the buck

2ot

_ Urbanflooding isa yearly phenomenon. Farfrom
" - enjoyingthemonsoon, wearebusyeva ingpotholes

n an interview to a business dm ew book, The

Great Derangement: ClimateChangeand the Unthinkable,

author Amitav Ghosh said the entire vocabulary of the
‘Paris climate agreement is a “vocabulary of concealment. ..
It produces arhetoricthat is geared towards spmeﬂﬂng whileall
the players are doing exactly the opposite”. The author’s
comments hold true for the management of India’s cities , which
are already facing the brunt of climate change but choose tostay
in denial. -
’ Come the monsoon, the roads get inundated resulting in
massive traffic snarls. Urban flooding has become a yearly
phenomenon. Leave alone enjoying the sights, sounds and smell
of the monsoon, weare busy evading the next pothole and slush.
Mumbai is no better. With the monsoon in full flow, potholed
roads and the traffic gridlocks are likely to continue. Until July
10, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation recorded 612
potholes. The culprit is the lack of coordination between
different agencies tasked with cleaning drains and maintaining
y the roads. In Delhi, there are at least 17 government agencies,
which are in some way involved in road, drainage and their
maintenance. Even though the three municipal corporations
are responsible for providing civic amenities to 93 % of the city,
y there are areas that donot fall under its jurisdiction.

The “vocabulary of concealment” works here t00. While
Delhi’s deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia has asked thecivic
agencies to pull up their socks, the North Delhi Municipal
Corporation said the Delhi government wastobe blamed for the
water-logging woes of the city. Come to think of it, this passing
the buck game works for both parties. However,itmay impact
AAP politically because citizens these days are far more
demanding than they were a few years ago and are aware that
their taxes are going down the drain. This week, many took to
social media to vent their anger and posted photos of people
wading through knee-deep water. The time for ‘how to rectify’
has long passed; city governments and civic agencies muststop
playing petty games and get the work done instead of hiding
behind lofty promises and jargon.
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Wlth river m spate pre gnant

YADGIR: Last monsoon, Neela-

kantarayanagaddi island wit-
nessed a shocking incident. A

nine-month pregnant woman

swam across the Krishna,

which was In spate, to the
mainland where she gave

“birth to a healthy baby:. |
The river is in spate again

this year and the Neelakanta-
rayanagaddi village near Sur-

prur is completely cut off. But

this year the district adminis-
tration is gearing up for res-
cue efforts, more so as there
are three pregnant women on
the island, one of them in an
advanced stage of pregnancy.

The village lost connectivi-
ty after the authorities re-

leased water from the Na- -

rayanpur reservoir upstream
on Tuesday, which has a con-
tinuous inflow from the Ala-
matti reservoir in Bagalkot

district.

Arrangements -are being

| PRECARIOUS SrI'UATIGN The Neelakantarayanagaddl |5Iand was
cut off from the mainland after water from the Narayanapur
reservoir was released on esday — PHOTO: RAVIKUMAR NARABOLI

Dlstnct administra
is gearing up for
rescue efforts, and a
team of doctors is
ready in Kakkera

made to shift Yallamma Ra-

manna to the mainland on a
mechanised boat. Arun Kul-

“karni, tahsildar of Surpur, said

lﬁ%am of doctors is ready to
receive her at the Primary

Health Centre at Kakkera.
“She will be given first
priority inrescue because of
her precarious condition,
and others will follow, if
necessary,’ said Mr. Kulkar-
ni. The boat operator from
Kalaburagi is expected to
arrive by Wednesday mo
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NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal on Tuesday allowed
an application that said relj-
gious and cultural events at
the Yamuna riverbed cannot
be banned by bringing them
under the ambit of environ-
mental laws.

The panel is examining the
1ssue of damage to the flood-
plains of the river, allegedly
caused by the Art of Living
cultural extravaganza in
March this year

The plea, moved by Prajanya
Chowdhry, Anil Kapoor and
Anand Mathur, said the idea
that festivals and other religious
and cultural gatherings on the
plains of rivers pollute these
water bodies is baseless.

Advocate Anirudh Sharma,
who appeared for them, said the
Constitution of India allowed
individuals to hold events and
that any restriction would deny
such rights to them.

He contended that authori-
ties had turned blind a eye to
constructions on floodplains
and sought an inspection of
the Okhla side of the Yamuna
river bed and a detailed report
with respect to buildings con-
structed on it.

: P ¥ e
al bheoirath{Enalish)& Publicity Section, CWC,

ion in NGT says -
~can't ban cultural W
" events on Yamuna

THE PLEA SAID THE IDEA
THAT FESTIVALS ON THE

PLAINS OF RIVERS
POLLUTE THESE WATER

“Direct the state respondents
to ensure that the religious and
cultural gatherings on the banks
of rivers, if any, be conducted in
the most eco-friendly manner.”
the plea said.

The main Art Of Living case
will be heard on August 10 and
11. The chairperson of the spe-
cial committee wrote to the
NGT on Monday asking for 10
more days to submit the report,
which will determine the fine
In lieu of damage caused on
the floodplains by the World
Culture Festival.

The fresh application came
before the bench headed by
NGT Chairman Swatanter
Kumar, which listed the issue
for August 10.

The green pane] had, on
March 9, refused to prohibit
the three-day World Culture
Festival, held by AOL.between
March 11 and 13, but asked it to
pay a compensation of .R5 crore
for damaging the biodiversity
and aquatic life of the Yamuna. |
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m Vehicles go around a big water-filled pothole at the ITO crossing, one of the buslest road stretches in the Capital. Several roads in the city reported wateﬂoggmg after
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DELHI'S RAIN MISERY HERE % STAY: EXPERTS

NEW DELHI: With no quick-fix solution likely and a heavier-than-normal
monsoon being predicted, the coming weeks are likely to see reruns of the
traffic chaos of last week. “Of all the metro cities (in India), Delhi is the
worst equipped when it comes to managing its infrastructure during mon-
soon. A few minutes of shower are enough to bring the city toa halt,”
<aid Dr Sendil Kumar, researcher at IiT Delhi, while explaining how much
of the city’s woes during rains are due to endemic design flaws. »P3
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Yamuna water

2.3 :ﬁ,\-(}

TR T bae

level crosses

- warning level

NEW DELHI, JULY 19
The water level in the
Yamuna in Delhi has
crossed the warning level
due to discharge of water
from a barrage in Haryana
even as the Delhi govern-
ment has deployed several
motor boats to evacuate
riverside dwellers.

"Due to discharge of
large volume of water
from Hathni Kund Bar-
rage in Haryana, the water
level in the Yamuna has
gone up to 204.22 m, as
recorded at 1 pm," a Cen-
tral Water Commission
official said.

The warning level for
Yamuna is 204 m and the
danger level 204.83 m. The
highest water level of
207.49 m in Yamuna was
recorded in 1978.

"The water level initially
rose, but since rains have
not taken place that much,
the water level is reced-
ing," the official said.

On Saturday, 1,60,000
cusec water was released
from Hathni Kund Bar-

“Due to discharge of
large volume of water
from Hathni Kund
Barrage in Haryana, the
water level in the
Yamuna has gone up to
204.22 m, as recorded
atl1pm9

A Central Water Commission official

rage, they said.

The Irrigation and Flood
Control Department of the
city government had last
week deployed 18 motor
boats in areas including
Badarpur, Burari, Soniya
Vihar, Jagatpur, Surghar
Wazirpur, Boat Club, Gee-

ta Colony, shamshan
ghaat, Haithi Ghaat,
Chilla Village, Mayur

Vihar, Batla House, Kalin-

di Kunj and Bawana
Nehar.
The department had also

directed that the boats be
not shifted from these
locations till further

orders.—PTI
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NO SURPRISES As water recedes on inundated roads across Capital, potholes surface to hurt citizens’ commute and vehicles

Soumya Pillai

= soumya.pillai@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhiites may have
to face more delays and traffic
snarls as the city infrastructure
1s not equipped to withstand con-
tinuous showers as forecast by
the Met department.

Dr Sendil Kumar, a researcher
IIT Delhi, said the city’s drains
are not built to flush out rain
water efficiently and that the
accumulated water worsened
the surface of the roads.

“The slopes and gradients in
many important junctions have
not been properly made. The
accumulated water increases
the risk of road damage and
cave-1ns as well as breakdowns.
Of all the metrocities, Delhi is the
worst equipped when it comes
to managing its infrastructure
during monsoon. A few minutes
of shower is enough to bring the
city to a halt,” he said.

Last week, when the rainfall
was above normal, complaints of
flooded roads and cave-ins were
reported from across the capital.
Potholes reported from several
roads across the city will also
worsen waterlogging.

Fight road cave-ins were
reported from different parts of
the city. On Monday, an Indian
Navy bus was stuck in a damaged
road in Lutyens’ zone. In a simi-
lar incident, a 20-foot crater was
formed near the Nehru Place flyo-
ver after heavy rain on Friday:

“Crossing the Nehru Place
tlyover is a task in itself, with
the construction work and
heavy traffic. The cave-in added
to the traffic woes. On Saturday
evening, it took me 20mins to

VY - ——

just reach the foot of the flyover
after crossing Savitri Cinema. In
the last two days, I have started
taking a different route,” said
Susheel Yadav of Malviya Nagar,

More than 230 complaints
of DTC bus breakdowns were
registered with the government
helpline.

“A bus breakdown at a busy
junction is enough to hold up the
traffic for hours. The chances of
breakdowns in low-floor buses
are higher and we need special-
1sed cranes to remove the buses,”
sald a senior traffic official.

The Delhi government
has issued challan orders to
National Building Construction
Corporation and Delhi
Development Authority for
waterlogging at AIIMS flyover
and Sarita Vihar underpass.

THE ROAD TO RAIN-FRIENDLY CITY

T AN R

Waterlogging and potholes prove
headache for Delhiites every year

33,260 km

Total road length in Delhj

i |
1,200 km 8,129 km

Roads maintained by PWD by other CAvh e
by the municipal agencies oney PWD spends

corporations

COMPLAINTS (JULY 11 TO JULY 16)

8 Number of road cave-ins

236 Number of DTC bus breakdowns

1,486 Number of auto-rickshaw
breakdowns*

on road maintenance

10 complaints of Metro
snags, delay of 8mins to
10mins on Friday and

Saturday (on all
the lines)

*APPROX FIGURE ACCORDING TO UNIONS

» The main road in central Delhi’s Darya Ganj has been damaged due
to the continued rains and the Metro construction work. The stretch
witnesses traffic jams almost daily. (Left) A damaged road near
Mother Dairy in Laxmi Nagar.

ARUN SHARMA AND RAVI CHOUDHARY/HT PHOTOS

* A boy jumps across a big pothole in east Dethi’s Trilokpuri.

SUSHIL KUMAR/HT PHOTO
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‘They fear flooding of Thora

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAL: Residents demand
that the clogged Okkiyam
Maduvu, a water channel
that drains into the South
Buckingham canal along
Rajiv Gandhi Salai, be
cleaned ahead of the north-
east monsoon to prevent
flooding of the area. ._

Portions of Okkiyam Ma-
duvy, particularly near Ka-
rapakkam where the 2.8-
km channel drains into the
Buckingham canal, is den-
sely covered with weeds
“and presents a

calities surrounding the
channel, including Thorai-
pakkam, are afraid of mas-
sive flooding again this
-monsoon. The channel,
which is fed by the Pallika-
ranai marshland, drains in-
to the Buckingham canal,
from where it joins the sea
near Muttukadu.

C.R. Balaji, a resident of
Mandaveli, who recently
visited the area, said the
channel was thickly cov-
ered by water hyacinth in

picture of TIME
neglect. Residents of the lo--

, UI'EC I'CSI1

Ipakkam, Kannagi Nagar and Perungudi

el

...............
Vi o WL R I

FOR CLEAN-UP: A portion of the Okkiyam Maduvu channel neér Karapakkam is covered

with water hyacinth, raising concerns about flooding. — PHOTO: M. KARUNAKARAN

Officials have listed

the stretches to be
cleared as part of
pre-monsoon

cleaning drive

many portions, particularly
at Karapakkam. “If left un-
attended, it will lead to
flooding in areas such as

Thoraipakkam, Kannagi

Nagar and Perungudi,” he:

said. Jayaraman Venkate-

san, convener of Arappor
Iyakkam, noted that a por-

tion of the Buckingham ca-

nal was misused as a dump-
ing yard near Kanathur and
several people came in ve-
hicles to dump garbage
along its banks.

He also alleged that the

- widening of the canal was

limited to only few kilo-

- metres till Sholinganallur

- Officials in the Water R.e-

sources Departmént said
many such portions had
been identified for desilt-

- ing and cleaning. “We have

listed the number of
stretches to be cleaned as

- part of the pre-monsoon

cleaning drive. Once the
fund is allocated, we will
start  desilting  three

stretches of the north, cen-
tral and south Buckingham

~'canal in August or Septem-
- ber,” an official said.
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Mumbai has no lakes if
you believe BMC’s plan

“Tol a3l
STATUS OF MMR'S WATERBODIES ON PAPER

| ASPERDP 1391

107

waterbodies are in
Greater Mumbal

= e 1 = —rrre— —r— e

in rest of MMR
(Thane, |
Kalyan-Dombivii,

Navi Mumbai, etc)

IN GREATER MUMBAI TERI'S RECOMMENDATIONS WATERBODIES
Of 107 waterbodies » Teri’s report recommends that all ex- AND THEIR USE
> 10 marked as isting waterbodies in MMR be document- | IN MUMBAI
: ed and mentioned in DP under specific :
either tank ot lake categories and subcategories Recre-atlor];:;] 21
OLTt gﬁitsﬁmgp > At least 10 meters around Wa?r!mg I —
classification a waterbody should Religious activity | 18
be declared as no develop- Fire-fighting | 16
» Some are even ment zone efecation |9 |
: i efecation

?éaasélg.{;f;:g? m _ » Concretization of edges of a water- | ——

davaroundand | adgb? | body should be avoided Fishing | 6
'soon | » Feeder channels should be -' Boating | 5

o this indic?tes scant ;—- In villl?ges, |al;cﬁrnati\:;a a_rrz;ngﬁmelr&t; Not known | 15
concern for water- or washing clothes and cattle should be w -
e bodiesbylocal | made (to make access to waterbodies for ;gtgégﬂgxﬂm :07
administration such purposes unnecessary) multiple use

AS PER REVISED DRAFT ACCESS

Unlike DP 1991, the revised | 53 accessible to pub||c
draft DP 2034 does not 3 -
even list waterbodies in the 49 restricted entry

city’s land-use plan 4 accessible with fee

PROMINENT LAKES . 1 inaccessible
Waterbodles classified as 2001500
qarge’, with area over six acres Pl people visit accessible

. P/ waterbodies per day
Pawan Hans Lake in Juhu, Chan- P - _
divli Lake in Powai, Powai Lake, o R select lakes, daily
Vihar Lake in Borivli, Tulsi Lake o | footfallis

) e 1,000-2,500

in Borivli, Bandra Talao

MAJOR ISSUES

m um | There are 24 lakes lya ; 'f.f hivil | Some of _' lad B Encroachment, sew-
and 12 holding ponds. Oxygen leveis ined by unplanned development PRIV

2:1%? ﬂiﬁmﬁmﬁgﬁggj orgamc . Vasal-ﬁar l 9ﬁ wat&rbodles TR of solid waste and
T 5 have excessw

e | 14 0f 24 lal un&esarame hmnan acc '_ i SR Construction debris,

levels of oxygen and other ele embankment of |
due to organic waste _dlsposal and
| inflow of untreated sew

edges, deteriorating
water qualit
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HOW'S THIS FOR A FERRY TALE?

Anindya Chattopadhyay
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7100 TICKET TO OX-BRIDGE: A ride on this ox ¢
near Delhi's Tughlagabad Metro station costs Rs

art to cross the waterlogged Pul Prahladpur underpass
100 one way Related reports, P 9

‘‘‘‘‘
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Madurai: A couple was washed 3 =
%! awaybyagiantwave in Nagercoiig
on Sunday while they weretaking? = |
aselfieontheir celiphone. Police o
saidumar Sherief, 42, 0f
Valtiyankaduin Tirupur district,
who ownsachips shop, his wife
Fatima Beevi, 40, ateacherin
local madrassa, and their |
daughters Garbisha Dul Gubra
and Ayesha Sidigacame with
another family 10 Kanyakumari
on Friday. On qunday, they | S
vacated their rooms and decided i
to visitthe Sothuvillaiand il

urth cons anguthurai beaches before ¢
Ve wpetyrninghome. Umar Sherief-e4}
et tfie with Fatima. .43}

uthurai -,

books) ha
tant SO We decided t0 shift yacl, I3 b
them. We continueto ofter dai- theGanga t0 earth —had st

] river water afew

| '_ 1y prayers for the safety of the mergedinthe
~ shrine and the pilgrims who

are coming here,” said Ashok letupabit,the
] dedandtheBhagirathShi_lare-

Semwal, a priestat theshrine.
He added that theriverhad . appeared, much o thereliefof
] alandthe otherpriests. .

swelled considerably. In the Semw
' [ ocals said that the tumul-

past few days giving everyone | .
" “The : tuous surge of theriver duetn .. SMSMUK
the torrential rains had alrea- said Semwal.




)

SIS S Pramfale wmrere T H el e e T

w0 Delhi)
R )

o= undigarh )

liE'.l)

Flood situa
~ CORRESPONDENT
NORTH LAKHIMPUR July 17: The

flood situation has turned grim ‘in
Lakhimpur district following incessant

rains since Friday. Four days of

continuous rains have led to all the major

rivers being in spate in several areas of
the district, inundating both human set- .

tlements and agricultural lands.

~ Water levels of all the major rivers of
Lakhimpu district—Subansiri, PDikrong,

Ranganadj, Bogeenadi, Singra, Sesa,

Doorpang have been rising causing

concern among thousands of villagers
living on their banks. The flood water

of Pabha and Gabharu rivers have
overflowed NH-15 in Harmutty and in-

undated many places in Laluk. The
revenue circles of Nowboicha, North La-
khimpur and Kadam are also flooded in
many places. In North Lakhimpur town,
the entire municipality area has
witnessed heavy waterlogging due to

continuous rains. However, no reports.

of casualty have come in from anywhere
in the district due to the floods.
Irregularities in Dhakuakhana
Development Block: Rampant
financial irregularities - and

embezzlement of public funds meant for

The Assam Tribune ( Gu.-zhati) The Deccan + zarld { -.. _ary
The Times of India { Mui~ 5ai ) The Deccan Chronice:  -wderz. =
The Telegraph { Kolkatze | Central Chronical{t o .0)

gt ( aeeT )
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tion grim 1n

rural poor have been alleged in

Dhakuakhana Development Block -

under Lakhimpur District Rural Devel-
opment Authority. '

The public and the deprived

beneficiaries have been complaining

against irregularities in this block by the

concerned officials and by some GP rep-
“resentatives. The first allegation of ir-
“reguldrities under Dhakuakhana

Development Block has taken place in-
‘East Dhakuakhana GP in releasing the
“first instalment for IAY homes to
beneficiaries. The beneficiary list of the
“IAY instalment amounting to’ Rs
'36,75,000
Dhakuakhana $DO Premadhar Kaman
for the year 2012-14 through financial

sanctioned by the

nstitutions has a lot of irregularities 1n-

cluding having names of deceased

persons.

In the serial number 28 of the
beneficiary list the ID Number 12950 is
given to one Thanu Ram Kumal.
Actually this ID Number belongs to Ram

. Kumal. Similarly Bal Kumal, an IAY ben-
- eficiary finds the name of one Abhiram.

Pegu against his ID Number in serial

number 91 of the beneficiary hst. Lakhi-
Chutia, an IAY beneficiary with ID

number 14138 finds the name of Gauri

aﬂgpw

Nath Pegu against his number in the
sanctioned list. One Rajen is sanctioned
the first instalment against the IAY ID
Number of 12321 of Tara Pegu by the
BDO. Similarly, one Karka Bahadur has

been sanctioned IAY instalment against

the ID Number 12415 belonging to Dhan

" Bahadur Kumal. The beneficiary list also
“has sanctioned the [IAY amount to one
Chabi Lal Kutum against the ID Number

of 14212 belonging to Man Maya Chetry,
a deceased person.
The deprived beneficiaries have

“already lodged complaints against a

number of officials and GP representa-

tives of Dhakuakhana Development

Block at the Dhakuakhana Police Sta- |
tion. But the complainants are now
expressing their resentment at the al-

“leged police complicity 1n pursuing the

cases. The same Block Development
Officer is also alleged to have embezzied
MGNREGA fund to the tune of Rs 8 lakh

in construction of rural roads in the

block. The construction of rural roads
from Narayanpur to Juyepura village 18
marked by poor work with only shim
earth topping and trimming of vegeta-
tion on either side. This rural road now
has breached portions in three different
areas. | .
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