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Kochi airport shut till Aug 26

‘Toll Since Aug 8
Now 97, PM To

Visit State Today
Times News NETWORK

Kochi/Thiruvananthapur-
am: Heavy rains continued to
batter Kerala, claiming theliv-
esof 26 more people on Thurs-
dayasfloods and landslidesra-
vaged theregion in what is be-
ing described as the worst dis-
ister the coastal state has wit- S -2 o

. FULL COVERAGE: P 15 Peaple are rescued in a boat in Kochi on Thursday. More rains have been predicted across Kerala till Saturday
nessed in livingmemory. Kochi, where the backwaters The Met office said rains  ted regions on Saturday CM P

Incessant rains since Aug-  are threatening tobreach the-  were expected to continue till  Vijayan had sent an SOS to

ust 8 have so far killed 97 peo-  ir banks. Rochi airport rema-  Saturday, although a statewi- Modi on Wednesday, describi-
ple, with more than 1.67 lakh  ins under water and has now  de “red alert"—the highest le- - ng the floods as the worst ever
being shifted to 1,165 relief ca-  been closed till August26.Tra-  vel weather warning—was in  inthestate. The toll islikely to
mps across thestate. Most pa-  inservicesiromthestatecapi- placeonlytill Thursday riseas rescuersare struggling
rts of Kerala are now flooded, tal have been suspended and PM Modi will visit Kerala toreach farflunglocations.
with the situation worsening Kochi Metr0 operations dras- on Friday evening and condu-
in several places, including »28,000cr loss so far, P15

tically cutslaort.

ctanaerial survey of the affec-
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Massive floods turn coffee land

'nto one huge water body

o

eavesscores of poor people homeless gruel centres opened

: | M ADIKERI: Asmanyas
Bs,n_ﬂtlmofmms

highway has been complete-
ly submerged following the
release of water. Traffic has
been prohibited on the bridge
across River Harangi at Ku-
dige in Kushalnagar taluk of
Kodagudistrict,as cracks were
identified there,

Amrita Coffee Curing
Works hasreported hugeloss-
es as water en its prem-
ises at Kudluru. The Morarji
Desai English medium school
atKudige hasbeen floodedand
students have beenshiftedtoa
safer place. The Cauvery Nis-
argadhama has been closed
for visitors.

Several houses collapsed
in a few localities of Madikeri

city, following heavy rains on
Thursda;

y.

Gruel centres have been
opened at Kodava Samaja and
Gowda Samaja for those af-
fectedhyﬂoods inCauveryand

destruction in Virajpet taluk
of Kodagu district, including
collapse of houses in the town.

The bridge connecting Vi-
rajpet and Madikeri at Bhetri

Water from overflowing Keerehole has gushed into several houses in Gonikoppa. bH pHOTO

hasbeen floodedand vehicular
movement has been banned

on the bridge. Affected fami--

lies were shifted to gruel cen-
tres at Hemmadu village.

The residential area near
the Harangi reservoir pop-
ulated by workers who had
come from Tamil Naduduring
the construction of the dam
has been flooded, rendering
hundreds of them homeless.

Their huts have been washed

away.
Several houses have col-

lapsed due to heavy windsand -

showers in Somwarpet taluk

of the district. People in many
villages are abandoning their

district following a floed in
the Keerihole stream. The

homes due to the fear of land- Go

slides.

Gr:;l m have been
opened to succour to
the affected. Roads have
under water, putting resi
at the mercy of coracles to
reach their destinations. Hun-
dredsof paddy fieldshave been
e

any people in
started leaving the district af-
ter tremors were experienced.

Several houses have been
flooded at Gonikoppal in the

merged.
Several acres of paddy

- fields were destroyed by the

overﬂomng Kajur stream in
Shanivarasanthe and nearby
villages.

Coffee estates have also
been waterlogged in the area.
Hoilday has been declared
for schools and colleges in
the district on Friday and

Saturday.
DH News Service

nikoppal-Ponnampet road
faces the threat of being sub--
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Kochi airport closed till August 26

D ];Tg

™ Odisha offers ﬁnancm] assistance of ?5 crore to Kerala ™ Patnaik offers additional disaster support for relief

DC CORRESFONDENT
KOCHI, AUG. 16

The Cochin international
airport which is still sub
merged in flood waters
won't open on Saturday ns
expected. A CIAL release
omn Thursday said that the
airport operations have
been temporarily suspend-
ed upto 2 pm, August 26
due to very high flond situ-
ation and with key essen-
tial facilities like ruonway,
taxiway, apron. NAV aids
& under submerged con-
dition

The Central government,
in a release, however said
that Trivandrum and
Calicut airporis are avail-
able for scheduled opera-
tions of the Cochin air
port. For international
operations, both immigra.
tion and customs facilities
are available 24x7 at these
airports. Trivandrum air-
port can also accommo-
date wide body aircraft.
“In view of the above anid
to cater for the stranded
PASSENEers. scheduled
domestic  airlines  have
been advised to reschedule
their  flights  to/from
Cochin to Trivandrum and
Calicwt airports till such
time the situation at
Cochin airport returns to
normal,” the release said.

“Scheduled domestic
airlines have also been
advised to operate relief
flights to Trivandrum/
Calicut for passengers of
diverted flights, who have
landed at  Bangalore,
Coimbatore and Chennai
on Auguast 15 morning
mzheat of Cocnm,.” 7 saw.

All scheduled domestic
airlines have been advised
to ensure that airfares for
flights to/from Trivandr-
um and Calient airports
i\ Kexala are, kepk ok opt
mal level proportionate to
sector distance so  that
fravelling public is not
inconvenienced.

Flights of foreign air-

People (left) being rescued from a flood-affected region following heavy monsoon rainfall, in Kochi on Thursday. A fully-submerged car at
Edappally in Kochi on Thursday as rains battered the city for the second day In succession.

lines viz Arabia,
Emirates,
Dubai
Qatar, Saudia  Airlines
and Srilankan have been
rescheduled  for Triv-
andrum airport.

Foreign airlines viz. Air
Aszian Berhad, Gulf Air
Kuwait Airlines, Malindo,
Scont, 8ilk Air and That
Air Asin have suspended
their  flights  to/from
Cochin.

Meanwhile, the Odisha
government announced a
financial assistance of L
crore for Kerala, where the
death toll since August 8
has risen o 75,

Chief Minister Naveen
Pamaik Taiked to his
Kerala counterpart
Pinarayi Vijayan over tele-
phone, following which
the [inancial aid was
announced, the CMO said,

hs Ratnadk, adse offeoud
any other kind of support
required o tackle the
calamity, as Odisha has
expertise in dealing with
disasters, it said

Air

35 NDRF TEAMS
SENT AS OPs
SCALED UP

New Delhi, Aug. 16: The
Centre on Thursday decid-
ed to send 35 more NDRF
teams comprising nearly
1,000 personnel to shore
up relief aned rescue oper-
ations in Kerala.

After the meeting of the
National Crisis Manag-
ement Committes (NCMOC)
early in the day, the gov-
ernment initially directed
sending 12 fresh teams of
the federal fisaster con-
tingency force to the state
and later decided to airlift
23 more teams in order to
scale up the operations.

NDRF director general

' i ety

: 0y oo

the first 12 teams are
being airlifted from
Ghaziabad (8} and

Vadodara (5) in Gujarat
—PTI

SC asks Mu]]aperiyar
panel to reduce water

New Delhi, Aug. 16: Taking note of
the “grave” flood situation in Kerala,
the Supreme Court on Thursday orde-
red the disaster management panel of
the Mullaperivar Dam to urgently
decide on lowering the water level by
three feet by holding a meeting on
Friday. The direction to the disaster ma-
nagement sub-commitiee to reduce the
water level up to 139 feet from the exist-
ing 142 feet came in the backdrop of
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
writing to his Tamil Nadn connterpart
EXK. Palaniswami seeking lowering of
the waterlevel in the Mullaperivar dam
in the interest of its safety

Chief Justice Dipak Misrz
and Justive Indu Malhotra considered
the plea for urgent hearing at 2 PM and
decided to hear it on Thursday itself,
observing that the flood situation the
state was “grim and gra\'P' The court

aEeTe
committes of the Mu[iap"rl}"ir Dam
set up by the Centre under section
Section @ of the Disaster Management
Act, to hold an urgent meeting on
Friday —PTI

— PTI, ARUN CHANDRABOSE

Landslide kills 8, fury
continues in Kerala

Thirnvananthapuram/Kochi, Aug.
16: A massive landslide killed eight peo-
ple in Palakkad district of Kerala on
Thursday morning even as there was no
letup in the torrential rains in the stote
where additional defence trams have
heen rushed to scale up reseus and relief
operations.

With this, the death toll in the second
spell of monsoon fury since August 8
has risen to 75.

Panic-stricken people in marooned
buildings and high-rise flats sought help
using social media platforms and
patients. including those in ICUs, from
various hospitals were shifted 1o cafer
places as the flood sitaation worsensd
thiz morning.

As many as 20 people stranded in a the-
ology seminary were airlifted from
Ranni in the worst-hit Pathanamthitta
district and brought to Thiruvana-
puram by an Alr Force helicopter.

Kerala Chief Minister, Pinarayi
Vijayan, told reporters here that eight
people lost their lives om Thursday in a
landslide at Nenmara in northern
Palakkad — P11

ke T.5. Sidhir
@lamtssudhir

This video from this
man's home in
Pattanamthita district,
gives a sense of
#keralafioods situa-
tion ... His family has
moved to the upper
floor of the house.

® PM asked the
Defence ministry to
further step up
relief and rescue
operations across
Kerala which is fac-
ing a severe flood
situation.

= NCMC meets;
decides to scale up
relief, réscue ops in
Kerala

= Southern
Railways, Kachi
Metro suspend
operations in flood-
hit Kerala

m The CP(M)
appealed to people
of the cauntry

today to contribute
generously to aid
the rescue and
relief operations in
Kerala which has
been hit by
unprecedented
floods.
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Kerala ﬂoods Onam holidays for schools in the state rescheduled from August17 to 29 i )

aﬂ@ a!fmtuhel» fmmfondm

With the catchment arcis
of Mettur and Bhavani Sagar
dam receiving hegvy ramsand
the outflow from Krishnara-
Jasagar and Kabini reservoirs
miiching nearly 2 lalh msers
of water, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment issped a Mood alert
to 11 disrices asking them 1o
move peoplehvinginlow-ling
arens 1o salery. ;

Velankanni, 42 drowned
to deathin a flash flood that

With MeT depanmeul
predicting more rains, the dis-
wrict administration declared
holiday for schools on Friday
‘in Valparai. As public trans-
portoanie o2 grinding laltin
Valparai with the Tamil Nady
Stare Transport Corporation
depotcomingunderwarer, the
Combatore distmer admin-
istration asked tourists not m
visit Anaimalai, Valparai and
Alnarﬁ)r ﬂl&uﬂﬁﬂ]}'ﬂ!dﬁl}‘g,

- e

I‘enﬁe bammweﬂ‘l‘mm aﬂmd-aﬂedndremfam Ilnuseson umdwm ﬂ!hmm

heawy monsoon rainfall, in Kochion Thursday. e Nllgwls,mwma

e e

ia Stories %& )

Reduce water level at *
Mullaperiyar dam:SC -

thethousands affectedacross  fibre boars for mcmm in it
thestate. Andit'snot justabout ﬂmdfd.am NEW DELH}, DHNS: The Su-  held via video-conferencing 1
the hashiag campaigns mivy I‘rcu:q, preme Court-on Thursday  The court fixed the magrer foro!
Distress calls from people the Cluﬁmmswr:md minis: asked the disaster manage- lmnngali? Lon Friday,
marooned in flooded houses, terstodistricead J ment sub-commmittee 1o cor- alsoasked the Tamil Nadu
spotvideos of people calling  andofficial departments, have & | sider reducing the water kevel md Kerala governments to
out for help, men and women  used social media 10 epsure uptol39feetfromthe existing  caoperate with the NOMC fur 2
living abroad posting Goog-  thatinformation that goes ot 142 feet a the Mullaperivar  providing adequam relief rod
le-mapped locations of aged s authentic and panic-mon- Dam, inview of “grave” flood  the displaced lood-affected™
parensandrequestingevacy-  gers are keptaway. Help also situanion in Kerala. families. During the hearing,
ation, collecnonofreliefmare- emergmi through keralares- A bench of Chief Justice Kerala government said theld
rial—a good part of the rescue cue.in, a state guvemrnent Dipiak Misra and Justice Indu warer level ofthe Mullaperivar
andrehabilitation effortisals tive, - Mathotra issued the directive  dam should be reduced to 139 |
being supplemented onsocial  There, however, wasalso by holding a meeting on Fri- feetiognsurethattherewas no
mediaplatforms. the staple dose of foke news day, Keraly Chief Minist=r Pi-  safety msuewnh the barrage |
In Pathanamithitta distiet  and trolls entering the social narayi Vijayan has written to  itself. |
whm many areaswere lood-  media spaces - the inputs his Tamil Nadu counterpart  Keral resident Rissel
ed after river Pampabreached ranging from non-existent E K Paluniswami for lowering  muade a plea before the court
its banks, hundreds posted  power shitdowns o dam level of thewater level mlh.cl’lnlla seeking a direction 1o 'I‘arm.i,J
videns andmcssa pnsocipl  alerts tonninfopmed eriticism peryardam. Nadutomanage the water lev-
media mlughhghnhwph;hl of the rescuem;d rehabilit- The meeting of the Nation-  elin the dam, |
leading rescue teams 1o their  tion operations. Kerala Police ‘al Crisis Management Com-  The Centre, represented by,
lncations. Contact numbers  sad stringent action wonld be mittee (NCMC) andthe Chief  Additional Saliciter G
~and locarions of the affected  initiated against people who Secretariesof TamilNaduand P § Narasimba, informei th
weresharedacross th spread hoax. i d Keralawasorderedtobeheld, court that the NCMC head
o deal with the situation: ed by Cabinet Secretary ha
. = [, i The court said if the physi- hcﬂmmgon']‘mwda,md
TWD kll Ied In TN ra Ins : calpresencenf theofficials for  all possible reliefwas sent to —
ISHAUILL=C BRI A1 1 meeting cannot be ensured, the ﬂnqd»«.f{u;mn_i people of
b ] : A theni the meel.mg sh.uu]d be Keral. ALY 2
CHENNAI, DHNS: Two persons,  gushed into her house in Ma-
including awoman, werekilled  nampalli tribal settlement in I' i IIII [THETH IIuII| III|.I| |II'I|ILI J R I'ITIII|r|IIIJII il II'I ||"|"-I |l
inrain-related incidentsinVal- - Valparai, ‘a"i,gnpshw_mq, an
paraiin Coimbaiore districton.  assistant engineer with the
Thursday, even as more than  Tomil Madu Electricity Board,
1,200 {amilies were moved 1o died sfter 4 huge tree felk on
safetyinErodedistrictasgush-  him while hewas invoived in
ing waters from Bhayani dam  clearing the mad slipped on
submerged their houses. the roadside.
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Distress signals: A view of a landslip on the Punalur-Sengottai railway stretch in Kollam on Thursday. {Centre) A migrant worker being rescued at Kampanipady in Aluva, The warker, who was holding on to a raft, lost his grip due to strong waves but was saved by
locals. (Rignt) The Army engineering wing team from Pune arriving at the Thiruvananthapuram airport for rescue cperations on THUrSHay. «C.SURESHKUMAR, THULAS KAKKAT & 5. GOPAKUMAR
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Nolet-upinKerala’s
rain woes, 180 dead"

EVACUATION More than 2 lakh people housed in relief camps as troops step up rescue ops

HTComespondent . ... :
KOCHI: Almost 120 people died
over the past48hoursin the worst
floods to hit Kerala in eight dec-

ades, state officials said, as relief

to survey the havoe. In some
areas, peoplefled to theirrooftops
toescape water levelsreachingas
high as the second floor of their
Do

_ “Wearetryingourbesttosave
the marooned. Savinglivesisour
tion is going on on a war footing
with more choppers and boats,"
chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan
told a news conference in the
state capital Thiruvananthapu-
ram, adding that more than 15,000
+ people had been evacuatedin last

;= twodays.

f:' Flooding began from August8

'Pwphwdlfnraldmﬂnmnfofnhmlnaﬂwdndnmuﬂhnhmm

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu farmers say
they have no water to irrigate fields

CHENNAI: About 170,000 cusecs of
water have been released from
thefull-to-capacity Metturdam
into the Cauvery this year but
farmersin Tamil Nadu's Cudda-
loreand Nagapattinam districts
claim that they are mt&tssthng
'l‘ho;gmers, livingin the dis-
tricts close to the tail end of the
v ;.-.- =B . :

that most of the water is simply
draining into the Bay of Bengal
intheabsenceofacheck damin
Nagapattinamdistrict and inad-
equate desilting of the network
of canals that branch out from
ﬂaerivermﬂendhm thefields.

the Kollidam, Cauvery Vennar
rivers and the Grand Anicut

canal. Of these, Kollidam is the
widest, which can carry 400,000
cusecs of water. Asof now, about
150,000 cusecs isflowing intothe
Kollidam. But we are still strug-
gljngtngatwaterﬁn'clﬂtivaﬁnn
in 60,000 acres in the tail-end
region," Elankeeran Veeramani,
of the Cauvery Delta

F‘armem Association, told HT.
. P10
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Marooned: Floodwaters inunda‘ﬁn
on Fnday. M. mm'irrum

gavillage in Kodumudiin Erode district A
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Landslips, rain hamper
rescue work in Kodagu

\avy to be deployed in Karnataka district; 1,500 shifted to relief centres so far

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

It is a race against time for
people trapped amid land-

slips even as rescue opera- -

tions in Kodagu on Friday
continued to be hindered by
inclement weather.
In view of the gravity of
. the situation, the Navy will
. be deployed in the district.
. Naval personnel from Kar-
- war are expected to join the
i rescue mission on Saturday.
: The use of helicopter was
° hampered by intermittent
- rain, prolonging the uncer-
- tainty of several people
trapped at Mukkodlu, Heb-
bageri, Kattakeri, Yemmath-
alu, Meghathalu, and sur-
rounding villages that have
been marooned.

Many villages cut off

There were reports of sever-
al landslips in the hilly areas
on Friday as well and a large
number of people are re-
ported missing. Additional

w— 5

~ vl

Daring rescue: Nearly 200 villagers were rescued in an operation at Jodupala in Kodagu district
of Karnataka on Friday. =speciaL ARRANGEMENT

Deputy Commissioner Pra-
veen Kumar told The Hindu
that many villages were still
cut off owing to landslips
though 1,500 people had
been shifted to relief centres
so far. An Army contingent,
which is in Kodagu since
Thursday night, has been

drafted for rescue and relief
operations, supplementing
the eftorts of the State Disas-
ter Relief Force.

The Army personnel have
brought sophisticated equip-
ment for rescue and relief
work, besides moving in
food, according to Relief

Commissioner  Gangaram
Baderia.

A report from Hassan said
as many as 12 railway staff
stuck amid heavy rain and
landslips at Yedakumari rail-
way station in the Western
Ghats were rescued on
Friday.
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Ockhi Payback?
Many Spending
Own Money To
Save Flood-Hit

Times News NETwork

Thiruvananthapuram: Kera-
lafishermen who had borne the
travails of cyclone Ockhi last
year are setting a new model in
‘rescuemission, inwhat could be
an act of repayment for the care
they had received when Ockhi
wreaked havoc. -

_mmmmm-

Peoplein Aluva being talm tua X
relief camp in a boat on Friday

has set upregional centresto co-
ordinate the mission. Each
team on the field has been as-

The twinengjne

boats made of wood are helpful

in places with strong undercur-
mntandumpeqtadﬁuwafwa—
ter. “It can go through any nar-
row lane. We have the driver, the

: 1 mmn‘maﬁﬁdmﬁm*'

path guide and a helper on
board, In addition, we can ac-
commodate 10 people A mini-
mum depth of 50 centimetres is
enough for the boat to move and
we are

said Jack Mandela, a fisherman.
who is part of a rescue team
from Veli.

Whilein some cases, thefish-
ermen have been supported by
the local police,in many places,

they are shelling out their own

money. Each boat is egquipped

hrevenueau-  jackets and search lights. * It'

express our gratitude for
Call ﬁle help we have received
during Ockhi. Many of the fish-
ermen who are taking part in
resciie operations have forsa-
ken their daily jobs,” smd T Pe-
ter, the forum general
at thsNamna} Finh Workers.
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Submit report on rescue and
rehahops,scunsxeralag&t

mnﬂi;lnadepammfmmme pﬂst,ﬂ'leSmﬂame

The benchsaid it was of the view that “the situation
caused bythe floods in Kerala requires to beaddressed
with focus, concentration and efficiency by all
concerned, both at the national and state level”.
Petitioner Russel Joy's counsel Manoj V George said the
Kerala government had worsened the flood situation.
and did not care for people living downstream by
ordering opening of sluice gates of 33 dams.

PM leaves for Kerala, crisis mgmt
team meets for 2nd straight day

mmmm Minister Narendra Modileft for

'slzmsufmm rellefuperaﬁomﬁoumssaldhe

will undertake anaerial survey of the flooded areas. It

Management
by cabinet secretary P K Sinha for the second straight
day on Friday to decide on further assistance to Kerala.
Sinha directed the three armed forces forces, Coast
Guardand National Disaster Response Force to
mobilise additional boats and equipmentfor rescue
and reliefinKerala.

The NCMC members held a video conference with
the chief secretaries of Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The
Keralachief secretary requested for motorised boats
to reach marooned flood-hit areas.So far, the Centre
has mobilised deploymentof 339 motorised boats,
2,800 life jackets, 1,400 life buoys, 27 light towers and
1,000 raincoats. Cabinet secretaryalso directed that

| emergency medicines may be puton standby.
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Major inflow of water into TN

ETBSivapriyan

TIRUCHI, DHNS: As unprec-
edented rain continues to
pound catchment areas in
Karnataka and reservoirs re-
leasing excess water, low-ly-
ing areas in districts through
which the Cauvery river passes
in Tamil Naduareunder water.
More than 8,400 people
have been moved from their
houses to safety in Namakkal,
Erode, Kanniyakumari, Karur,
Dharmapuri and Tiruchi dis-
tritts, with nearly 2 lakh cusec
of water being released from
Mettur Dam, which receives
huge inflow from Krishnaraja
Sagarand Kabinidams inKar-
nataka. Incessant rain in Val-
parai in Coimbatore district
affected normal life yet again
on Friday. Many areas in the
townwereunderthewaterand
it was completely cut-off from
restof the district.
___In Mukkombu in Tiruchi

2l

district, where the Cauvery
river splits into two — Cauvery
and Kollidam - one could see
water everywhere. While
63,000 cusec of wateris being
released from Mukkombuinto
Cauvery river, the outflow into
Kollidam is1.35 lakh cusec.

Majority of the water that
is released into Kollidam river
merges into the sea at Poom-
puhar, though some amount
goes to the Veeranam river
that is one of the sources that
meets the drinking needs of
Chennai.

The worst-hit seems to be
Thirumukkudal, a village in
Karur district that falls at the
confluence of three rivers —
Cauvery, Bhavani Sagar and
Amaravathi — where many
people have been moved to
safety.

The unprecedented re-
lease of water from dams in
Karnataka have flooded many
low-lying areas onthe banksof

Cauvery in Tiruchi with tem-
ple tanks, irrigation tanks, riv-
er, lakes and ponds brimming
with water.

12 districts — Dharmapu-
ri, Krishnagiri, Salem, Erode,
Karur, Namakkal, Tiruchi,
Pudukkottai, Ariyalur, Than-
javur, Tiruvarur and Nagapa-
ttinam — are already on high
alert and all precautionary
measures have been taken to
evacuate those living in vulner-
able areasto safety.

“A total of 8,410 people
living in low-lying areas have
been evacuated and moved to
safer places. They have been
provided with all facilities and
food,” Revenue Minister R B
Udayakumartold reporters at
apressconferencein Chennai.

He said so far 96 relief cen-
tres have been opened in six
districts and more such cen-
tres have been kept ready in
case of more low-lying areas
coming under water.




[ A
[ 1[° <3

B! [STFAIET I AATATS U H ABId AAAG &M@ AF=E ] AH

«_—Fi7e Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad
Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

Hindustan Times ( Delhi )
AT Slzda ( 2 )
The Tribune ( Chandigarh )
The Hindu ( Chennai )

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India ( Mumbai )
The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
fE=gear= ( ue=r )

D 19)v

Rain continues to batter
Kodagu, claims 4 lives

Massive landslides at many places, rescue ops hit

KODAGU, DHNS: Kodagu dis-
trictis virtually under siege
as heavy rain continued to
batter the coffee bowl of the
state. Incessant rain claimed
four lives on Friday.

Several hillocks have caved
in, but non-stop rain is ham-
pering rescue operations.
More than 600 people are
waiting to beairlifted, but heli-
copters could not reach Koda-
guon Friday due to inclement
weather. Some are feared to
be buried under soil orwashed
away in floods. The airlifting
operations are likely to begin
on Saturday morning from
Mysuru, using M17 chopper.

According to the district ad-
ministration, 873 people were
brought to safety by 5.30 pm
on Friday. Multiple agencies
such as the army, navy, civil
defence, IAF and the Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) are involved in the
rescue operations. Teams
of officials from revenue,
health, food and civil supplies
departments are camping in
vulnerable villages for provid-
ing necessary assistance. The
servicesof HAM operatorsare
also being utilised. :

A 62-year-old man was bur-
ied alive in his house in a land-
slide at Muvattoklu village un-
der Madapur gram panchayat
of Somwarpet taluk. The de-
ceased has been identified as
Uttappa alias Sabu. His wife,
who noticed the land caving
in, alerted Uttappa, but he
couldn’t rush out in time.

Three were feared dead fol-
lowing a massive landslide at
Jodupala in Sampaje, border-
ing Dakshina Kannada district.

98 KM of roads

buildings

Minister U T Khader and Dep-
uty Commissioner Sasikanth
Senthil rushed to the spot and
rescued 180 people. Superin-
tendent of Police Ravikanthe
Gowda said one body has been
recovered and iwo more are
yetto beretrieved.

Villages disappear

Several villages have virtual-
ly disappeared in and around
Makkandoor following land-
slides. Kotebetta at Somwar-
pet taluk, too, has started cav-
ingin, raising concerns. There

E g . -

HELPING HAND: NDRF personnel rescue people across the flooded Haleriri
Somwarpet taluk of Kodagu district on Friday. oH pHoTO

58 bridges and culverts

3,005 electrical poles/
transformers

were reports of landslides on
Madikeri-Mangalururoadand
Mysuru-Bantwal road, ham-
pering movement of vehicles.
The KSRTC has suspended
services from Mysuru to Kod-
agu. All buses to Kodagu are
terminating at Kushalnagar.
The districtwitnessed more
landslides due to overnight
rainfall, inundating low-lying
areas. All major roads leading
to Kodagu are blocked.
Revenue Minister RV Desh-
pande, District-in-Charge Min-
ister Sa Ra Mahesh, Districtin

Charge Secretary Kalpanaand
other senior officials are camp-
ing in the district and oversee- |
ing rescue operations. -
Telephone services have
been hit and only BSNL net-
work is functional. A large
number of villages are in the
darkas thousandsof electricity
poles have been uprooted.
Kushalnagar town is par-
tially submerged. As many as
296 houses and two angan-
wadi centres are under water.
Madikeri-Hassan state high-
way is under water following
release of huge quantity of
water from Harangi reservoir.
The hanging bridge at Kanive
Ramalingeshwara temple
where Cauvery and Harang
rivers meet, has been dam
aged.
Related reports, Page 6

m——
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ETYTOIETTE17 A town looked like an island dotted
with submerged houses and cars and downed coconut trees

The worst floods in nearly a century in Kerala have killed 324 people and pushed over 3 lakh people into relief

il

B Aftar 1924, this Is the first
time Kerala is suffering a
disaster that coveis 13 of
its 14 districts

m The state never had to lift the
shutters of 80 dams, including
irrigation dams, as it did this
lime. This evantually led to
floading in the districts

=

W Kerala has rarely seen 40
of the 41 major rivers in spate

m Never has Kochi, the
commersial capital, been cut
off so badly with the airport, rail
and road services paralysaed

m Tourist magnets like Munnar,
Wayanad and Alappuzha arg
completely cut off

m Most af the affected
areas lise Aluva, Ranni,
Kal rand Sulthan
Bathery are densely
populated, Some

areas witnessed a
construction boom

and became a
preferred destination
for the waalthy

4 B #

An aerial view shows partially submerged hnuses‘apda_nhm’éhin !Eemlann ch].s}- “In some areas, alruf&pgm-tliemiy option.., th

& Many apartment
complexes have
sprung up aleng both
banks of the Perlyar
river. NRis from the
Gulf have invested
heavily in these
apartments and many
have moved in after

retirement

ds are still mar

WA witness on board a relief
helicopter in Chengannur
town (not in the picture above)
in the south of the state 1ald
the Reuters news agency:
“The town lpoked like an
island datted with houses and
cars submerged in muady
flood waters and downed
coconut trees.”

# What Kerala needs most now:
Bottled drinking water, dry food such

as bread and biscuits, baby food, baby
diapers, clothes for people of all ages,
inner wear for men and women, sanitary
napkins, bed sheets, flannels, paracetamo
tablets and pain and cold baims

Reporting ty K M. Rakes|

Reports on Page 5 and Metr

T
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Kerala off red alert but IMD’s
rain forecast keeps iton edge

Relief Pours In PM announces 500cr
From Centre & OIS I Al S
States; Toll 196 s ot
] Rs 500 crore inaid. He also :
Times News NETwoRK gm?;mn%mnhs i<
. psfor :
Thiruvananthapuram/Kochi: assessmentandtimely release
No red alert was issued for sfconpensatse dathe atiected . |
any of Kerala’s rain-ravaged families/ beneficiariesunder
14 districts for the first time social security schemes. P8
. since August 9, raising hopes
{ that the lull in downpour sin- RBI adviser hints at
L s : wrath of Sabarimala
: FULLCOVERAGE:P4,8&11 An aerial view of the flooded Kochi airport on Saturday GifurLrtw REl advide
H - - I ! a
deceptlve. The India Meteor- uring in from the Centre as  are in 3,466 relief camps. The andco-cun\fenerofm'r
ological Department (IMD), wellasseveral states. 22deathsreportedduringthe economic wing, was trolled on
i however, has forecast heavy Thefloodtollsince August day were in Ernakulam, Thr-  Twitter for suggesting that
rainsatseveralplacesinErn- 9nowstandsati96with22mo- issur, Idukki, Pathanamthit- Sabarimala wasgetting
¢ akulam, Pathanamthittaand redeathsreportedinthestate taand Chengannurdistricts. flooded because of the SC's
: Alappuzha distric]:s, on Saturday, decision to permit women into
On Saturday, aid came po- Currently, 6,61,887 people p>ContinuedonP8

the temple. P8
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Odisha to see heavy rain for three days: IMD .

20 Have Died In
Flash Floods In
State This Year

Rachel.Chitra@timesgroup.com
Times News NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha coconvener of Swadeshi Ja-
government on Saturday © gran Manch, the RSS’ econom-
sounded an alert for the south- ic wing, S Gurumurthy on Sat-
ernand coastal districts of the urday found himself at the re-
state following IMD forecast ceiving end on Twitter for sug-
that these areas will experi- gesting on the social media
ence heavy rain for three days forum that Sabarimala is get-
starting Sunday Twenty pec- ting flooded because of the Su-
ple have died so far in flash preme Court's decision to per-
floods in the state this year: mit women into the temple.

AnIMD-Bhubaneswarbul- Gurumurthy tweeted: “Su-
letin said a cyclonic circula- preme Court judges may liketo
tion over the northwest Bay of see if there is any connection
Bengal was likely to intensify L - e between the case and what is
inalow pressurearea innext BOULDERS FALL ON TRACKS IN KARNATAKA: Heavy rain in parts of the state led to a portion of a happening in Sabarimala.
24 hours. Under its influence, hillock collapsing on a railway track near Yedakumeri in Sakleshpur taluk in the Western Ghats on the Even if thereisoneinamillion
heavyrainislikely tooccurin  Subrahmanya-Sakaleshpur train route on Saturday. Rain in Karnataka’s Malnad region became moderate chance of a link people would
many districts- includingGa-  on Saturday, helping the Army, police and NDRF personnel step up rescue work. CM HD Kumaraswamy, not like the case decided
japati, Ganjam, Puri, Khurda,  who visited flood-hit Madikeri, promised the displaced adequate help to rebuild their lives. He said the against Ayyappan.”
Nayagarh, Balasore, Cuttack, state government would pay 5 lakh to the next of kin of those who lost their lives in the floods that ravaged The twitterati immediately
Rayagada, Kalahandi, Kand-  Kodagu district. The CM said 2,500 peaple had been evacuated so far and moved to relief centres liked and retweeted the re
hamal, Nabarangpur and Ba- sponses of people like Mani-

langir —innext48hours. reducefromTuesday"said HR  baneswar. The IMD advised intodeepseainnorth-westand  kandan, who said, “Don’t link
*The intensity of rain will  Biswas, director of IMD-Bhu- fishermen against venturing  west-central Bay of Bengal. this with any religious issue.

\

i RBI adviser: Women’s entry
in Sabarimala caused deluge

Not in good taste. Didn't expect
this one from you. Helping the
stranded people is the need of
the hour If you can help in
someway, doitplease.”

SC lawyer Indira Jaising
shot back, “Mr Gurumurthy,
read the Constitution: Funda-
mental Duties Ar51A (h)— du-
tytodevelopascientifictemper
You're inciting people of Kera-
lawhohave lost loved ones tore-
volt in the name of religion &
threatening SC. Withdraw
your tweet immediately and
read uponclimatechange.”

Gurmurthy tried to peddle
back saying, “What I said is
this; If there is even one in a
million chance of a link be-
tween the case and the rains,
people — repeat people —
would not like the case decided
against Ayappan. It is about
people’s belief. For the info of
all I am not an Ayyappa devo-
tee, goingto Sabarimala.”

.
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_ as 33 deaths were reported in the state on Saturday, taking beyond 350 the total toll since May-end. (AFP picture) B See Page 4 and
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3 districts, 6 dead in church

RK Mission
school
turns relief
camp

KINSUK BASU

Calcutta: The headquarters
of the Ramakrishna Math and
Mission in Belur has instruct-
ad its centres in Kochi, Thiru-
vananthapuram and T. Nagar
in Chennai to send monks to
Join the flood relief operations
at its centres in Koyilandy,
Kozhikode, Thiruvalla and
Thrissur.

Math sources said over
2,800 people had taken shelter
at the Kaladay centre of the
Math and Mission, and the
monks were struggling to
meet the demand for relief ma-
terdals, which were getting
stuck on the way.

“Our Kaladay centre is al-
most three feet under water.
There is no electricity,” said
Swami Suvirananda, general
secretary of the Ramakrishna
Math and Mission.

*Our ashram’s school has
been “converted info a relief
camp. Some 2,800 have been
accommodated hers.”

Senior monks working at
the Math and Mission centre

K.M. RAKESH The spectre of another in Brnakulam district said
wave of flopding loomed large  there was a huge need for
Bangalore; Three districts in on Aluva, where thousands blankets, mats, sanitary items
Kerala ars bracing for more are still marooned, with dams  and milk powder.
rain at @ time some other parts in ldukkionee again opening With the Purna river
of the state appear to be slowly their sluice gates because of  breaching its banks, the area
el ity Ly delor il rising inflow. fages the threat of an enteric
that has faken more than 350 District guthorities In  outbreak, and the monks have
lives since end-May. Alappuzha have gottherescue  declded to bring in medicines
Rain was forecast in teams toevacuateall theflood-  from nearby centres to distrib-
Pathanamthitta, Idulkki and affected families in the Kut- ute them among mothers and
Ernakulam on a day the flood- tanad backwater ares. e

waters receded in a fow places
but continued to hindsr res-
cuers elsewhere.

Oneof the 33 people report-
ad dead on Saturday was a
local rescug team member
who drowned near Aluva in
Ernakulam.

. V.D. Satheesan, Cong;'ess_
M'l A from Paravur, said six
people who had talcen refuge

tat St Kaviess-=Ohusch at

Kuthiathodu in Parayur, Er-
nakulam district, had died on
Thursdaynight.

“But 1 got to know abeut
this only today,” Satheesan
told The Telegraph on Satur-
day. The church wall had ap-
parantly collapsed under the

l’eoplehelngmsclmd fmmﬂmé—nﬁected msimﬂfxmmmkmtushahwmmtmemmm Saturday. (F11)

of the floodwaters,

Lp: “We haven't eyen got 8 bag
of rice. No one hassodar he-
Iped Paravur: Bodles are still
Iying in the church,” he said.

Another church wall had
collapsed - in' neighhouring
‘Aluva on Friday, fracturing
the arm of & man who had
taken shelter there,

On' Friday, Chengannur

3 MLA $afi d brok
; ?IFSiué"teeman pleaded for Rel*¥down on 1&2%3

pleading for hallwntars to be
sent to airlift shestiveusands
marooned in hisconstitiency.

pt;gjscue tzams ‘heeded :Jﬂl'si
ap and: epneenira
much of theirefforts an Chen-
gannur, Alappuzha, on Satur-
day, with MI-17 haheopterst,,
dropping abomg tonnes o
food packets,

ool
this had reached the flood vig-
tims since there was no way of
communicating with them.

State  policg's  special
branch reported 12 deaths in
Chengannur on  Sat v
with at least ‘three bodies
found floating in the floodwa-
o i

Chalakudy, wherg  the

There was no inmmediate
nfirmation” How™ much of

water levels had risen two-

st hiteh in some places, Mg *=nAir India on Saturday said its

begun limping back to normal-
ity with a dry spell but newer

- areashave been submerged,

Vaikkom in Kottayam dis-
frict was Nooded, as were TV,

Puramonmamadtuli.‘nmku-'

lam and Thalayolaparambu
on the road to Kottayam. The
resoupers are likely to foous on
thgse areps on Sunday:

Massive evacuations were
carried out also along both ba-
nksof the Pampa, as the Kakld
Dam raised its shutters from
T0em to Blem. The rescued pe-
ople wera moved to relief ca-
mps in the higherreaches,

Air India test flight

subsidiary, Alliance Alr, had
operated a non-commercial
flight to Kochi'snaval baseto
confirm the feasibility of oper-
ating fights with tarboprops
‘to evacuate people. The flight
from Bangalore had landed at
Kochi at 12,40pm and the re-
turn fight had taken off at
145pm.,

“One of our trucks carry-
ing relief matarials isstuck In
Kogchi,” said Swami Bodhsar-
ananda, one of the assistant
secretaries of the Math and
Misgion.

A monk distributes aid
to the flood vietims
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Homeless and hopeless, those stranded

D\
17/2

on hills wait for rescuers W|th bated breath

MADIKERI: Hit by the trauma
of floods and having lost their
houses in front of their own
eyes, the people of Kodagu have
been finding a way out to save
their lives. While some have
abandoned their homes out
of fear and have been search-
ing for places of shelter, many
others are still stranded on the
hills, desperatelywaiting for the
floods to recede. Thereis no ac-
cesstofood inremote areas,

Hundreds of peoplewereres-
cued by the disaster manage-
mentteam, comprising military
personnelon Saturday,.

Kaveramma, who has been
sheltered in the gruel centre at
Ombkara Sadana, said she was
dwelling on the hill at in Mak-
kandur.

Her family members, who
were preparing to go to work
as usual on Thursday morning,
witnessed a couple oflandslides
on the hill. Anticipating trouble,
the family members rushed out
of the house grabbing the nec-
essary items and reached the
othersideofthehill. Therewere
hundredsofpeoplefromseveral
other families too, who ran out
of their houses.

Another labourer woman

+ 00 O05H®

Residents salvage their goods as water from the Mulasoge river gushed into their houses
at Kushalanagar in Kodagu district on Saturday. o+ pHoTo

Leela said that they had built
a house in 1991, after lot of of
effort. The entire hill on which
the house was built has been
washed away.

Pranit, studying in class 9,
said the whereabouts of one of
his friends were not known. He
said his friend was living with
hismother. “Pleasehelp me find
him,”hesaid. Pranitisnowatthe
gruel centre.

3

Thousands of hectares of cof-
fee plantations in Makkandur,
Haleri, Galibeedu, Hattihole,
Eradane Monnangeri, Jodu-
pala, Tantipala, Meghatal and
Mokkodlu, have been washed
away.

Localpeoplefear theworstas
Kotebetta and Pushpagiri hills
face the threat of collapse. Peo-

ple of Madapura, Muvattoklu,
Shirangalli, Garvale, Kikkar-

alli, Takeri and Shantalli have
been spending sleepless nights.
Hopingtofindasuitableshelter,
theyare bound for Madikeri, All
gruel centres are packed.

It has been estimated that
more than 1,000 houses have
collapsed and thousands of peo-
ple have been displaced in the
district. Several villages have
beenwashed away completely.
DH News Service

s
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Kera]a to]l 210 725

IMaost rescued, focus is rehabilitation: CM Vijayan

The rescue operations in
flood-ravaged Kerala
entered the last phase with
week-long rains largely abat-
ed and daily death toll slid-
ing to 16. Rehabilitation
work gained momentum
with the Centre set to send
cereals and medical items
amid increased participation
of governmental bodies and
voluntary organisations.

The death toll touched 210
on a day several riverine
towns and villages resur-
faced from the deluge.
Waste disposal became the
area of focus, with more
people returning to their
homes littered with muck
even as 5,645 refugee camps
housed 7.25 lakh displaced
in the disaster,

Red alert has been with-

said most of the state’s 39
dams had begun shutting
more of their sluice gates.
Most of the marooned had
been rescued and the focus

It person e residentsin -. da_ eI
would now be on rehabilita- BATTUNG TH DELUGE

o1 TN BT T T

lakhh dlsplaced

His 2011 report ignored,
Gadgilstearscome true

SrEEvALSAN THIVVADI

Seven years after he submit-
ted a detailed report that pre-
seribed ways to conserve Ker-
ala's Western  Ghats,
renowned ecologist Madhav
D Gadgil is aggrieved again
that his 2011 study of the
‘fragile’ mountain ranges
met with total stonewalling
from administrators,

The expert's worst fears

| have come true: the southern
| state is battling its fiercest

floods in a century.
At age 76 and away In

| | Maharashtra’s Pune along
{ | the northern stretch of the

same 1600-km mountains
also called Sahyadri, Gadgil
told The Tribune that he feels
for the people of God’s Own
Country where he had
worked intensively for a year
as the head of a Centre-
deputed committee on envi-
ronmental protection.

Tis task was three-fold: com-

18 tl'allls | pile information on the biodi-

| versity hotspot that is the

tion, he added. 210 dead
andstawl'ughways while the — ~
Raibways anounced it 7,24,649 lakh g2 3,000
consignment to Kerala was
xe;:::aml 22,000 MORE RESCUED .
of the 23,213 rescued '
_____ ramracead anger over | ‘% la”‘

B Ak

Ghats, develop a geo-spatial
database and interact with
government bodies as well as
civil-society groups.

The nine-member Gadgil

along the'Kerala stretch of the
“hate umnting it to be divid-

ed into three zones and con-
served with separate levels of
infensity. None of it yielded a |
positive response from the |
then Oommen Chandy
regime, What's more, protests
arose against those homilies
made publicin 2012, following
which another committee
headed by scientist K Kasturi-
rangan effectively muted the
Gadgil recommendations by
preparing a watered-down
version in October 2013,
“Almost every political party,
had its interest in scuttling
our recommendations.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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“Decades of extreme rain events add to woes

ABHISHEK WAGHMARE
Nesy Delhi, 17 August

he Great Deluge of 99 —or

29le vellapokkam — is how

Kerala remembers, through
oral history, the horrors of the flood
of 1924 (1099 in Malayalam Era),
regarded as the worst in the recorded
history of the region. Kerala was niot
astate then.

Unprecedented rain this week in
some districts of Kerala have left the
state in the worst flood situation of
the century. The flow of water in some
stretches of the Periyar was 1,800
cubic metres — or about cne swim-
ming pool of water — per second,
almost equal tothat recorded in 1924
is recorded by the colonialists, state
officials said.

The impossibility of predicting the
intensity of a deluge beforehand, the
tlse in extreme ralnfall events since
the second half of 20th century, and
the dearth of inter-state cooperation
whenit comes to water disputes have
manifested into yet another disaster,
reminiscent of the Uttarakhand cloud
burst and havoe of 2013 and Chennai
Noods of 2015,

"Kerala is facing its worst flood in
100 years. 80 dams opened, 324 lives
lost and 223,139 people are in about
1500+ relief camps,” chief minister
Pinaray Vijayan tweeted later in the
day, However, given the inrensity of the
rain, at least a third of this crisis could
have been averted, had Tamil Nadu
(TN) heeded to the requests of Kerala,

The Mullsperiyar dam, situated in
Kerala but in the possession of TN,

has the permission to maintain full
reservolr level at 142 feet of the dam
wall, as mandated by the Supreme
Court, But Keraly, in its submission to
5C had asked to make 139 feet the
upper limit.

Had rthe TN government stared
releasing water from the dam into
Kerala when it had reached the erit-
cal level of 139 fect, the full blown cri-
sis could have been averted to some
extent, officials said.

“The three feet make a lot of dif-
ference. They contain 792 million
cubic feet of water, which when
released translates (nto a Mow of
nbout 9,000 cubic feet per seconds
(cusecs), which got added to the flow
caused by the rain,” a senior official
from the water resources departiment

k

(Abrove) Rescue workers search for bodies of missing persons after a landslide, triggered by heavy
rainand flood, at Nenmara in Palakkad in Kerala on Friday. (Left) People are airlifted by the Navy

duringa

of Kerala told Business Standard.

Mullapetiyar dam releases Its
water slowly into the Vaigal, and most
of it, and at a faster rate, into the
Idukki dam, where rainfall was the
heaviest. This flonded the already
full-to-brim Idukki dam, which
releases water into the Periyar basin,
where most of the casualties have
accurred.

A flow of 36000 cusecs was
recorded in parts of the Periyar on
Auguse 15, almost the highest ever,
“The flow on August 16 was definite-
ly more than that, but we await offi-
clal figures,” said an official.

Keeping the 3-feet buffer for the

of Aexibility in times of flood
in- the Mullaperivar could have
improved the flood manoeuvring

peration at a flooded

ability of the water, and averted the
crisis, at [east (o some extent.

‘The apex court, hearing a pedtion
from a Kerala resident; ordered the
release of the water on Friday. But this
wold have worked only as a preven-
rive and nota curative measure, offi-
clale ¢aid, The northers district of
Tdukki in Kerala recorded a mnssive 68
cm tainfall in a week to August 15,
which is equivalent to two-thirds of
the annual national average rainfall
inIndia. The state, as a whole, received
30 per cent more rainfall than normal
in that week, and the downpour did
nat stop until the night of August 16,

The normal mark of seasonal rain-
fall of June-September had already
been crossed as early as till August
16,in 11 of the 13 districts in the state.

PTIEEUTERS

Idukki has received almost twice the
rainfall it received till date.

Sclentises from Indian Instituce of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune,
have, since the 2005 deluge of
Mumibai, shown from their research
that there is an “alarming” rise inboth
the number and the intensity of
extreme rainfall events in India, as a
result of climate change.

“The inter-annual variation of
extreme rainfall in asingle day shows
highly significant rising trend during
1551-2007. The unprecedented rain-
fall on 26-27 July 2005 over the
Mumbai Metropolitan city appears to
be a realisation of this long-term
trend,” Ashwini Ranade and
Nityanand Singh of the IITM noted in
a 2010 study.
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TN refuses to reduce

Mu]laperlyar level g \1

READINGS TAKEN AT'6 A-M.EVERY DAY

JACOB KOSHY

NEW DELHI ¢

Tamil Nadu has “dlssented”
from an “advisory issued by a
“Supreme’ Court-nominated
expert committee to rediice

water storage in the Mullape-
tiyar dam by two “bo—ﬁuee
- . ~situation is volatile and misin-

feet.

‘As of F.nday mm'nmg Wa.*-. :

ter in the dam had risen to
141.2 feet, just a few inches
short of the 142-feet ceiling

 mandated by an existing SC

nistry official present at the
~meeting said. =7 Het W
The meeting in Delhi was
attended by senior officials
from the Union Water Re-

SOUICes Mlmstry ‘Central Wa-

'a]ar-'ge-'.a_mounto_f water in an
emergency. They refused,”

_said a person at the meeting.

“However, more than a
scientific requirement, Te-
leasing ‘water by a few feet
Swould give psydwieglf:ai Te-
lief to Kerala, given that the

formation is rife,” he added.

f’Se’t’-é precedent’

Another official at the meet-
- ing told The Hindu that Tamil
order, a Water Resources Mi-

‘Nadu had dissented because
 they were afraid it would “set

~aprecedent - of the State be-

ter Commission, Chief Secre-

taries of Kerala and Tamil

i Nadu and State water board
: officials. £ 2

‘More rain” :

“Tamil Nadu was advised to
teduce water by 2-3 feet, asa
sort of cushion, in case of
sudden heavy rains in the
coming days and that it was

impossible to rapidly release :

ing forced to release water in
‘the future too if demanded by
Kerala™ Moreover, with the

. Idukld dam downstream also

now having released swater,

~-more water from the Mulla-

_periyar could worsen Kerala’s
flood problems, the Tamil Na-
‘du officials Teportedly ar-
‘gued. The Hindu couldn’t in-

- dependently verify this.

“Ultimately, Kerala and Ta-
mil Nadu have to abide by the
Supreme Court order but Ta-
~mil Nadu has said its dissent
be recorded,” an official said.

M.P.Chronicle
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“As a murdemusmonsenn

savaged Kerala claiming

-' lﬁﬁhv&;ﬂnamagleday}es

terday, ‘the state plunged

- deeper into misery today
~withhosp

italsfacing short-
agenfﬂxygen and fuel sta-

*tionsrunning dry, officials - is

said. The deadliest deluge
© in close to aacenturyhas il
claimed 174 lives since dr
-Augusts,anﬂdeﬂlt-&huﬂy 2

blow to the scenicstate,

Ty, {leskﬂ}ﬁn’g-standing s
- crops in thousands of

i

“hectaresand inflictinghuge
‘damage to infrastructure.
Personnel of the three

tictask ofevacuat 5+
‘plestranded on muﬂups, :
wherehills came

crashmg down blocking &
roads ;and ‘cutting them

offtherestoftheworld,and -
those maroonedin villages
“that have mmed into

draModiarrivedinKerala
“tonight and islikely to
undertakeanéﬂm]mmy :

dlstufbing wvisuals of a o
_ tered Kodagu

woman i labour being - 2 ctbo
pulled upwith the helpof dmxggfﬁnt:, officials 5&1(1 nelatves were smandaﬁ in dermgKemla,ufﬁ jalssa

32 ; o = i T
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There is immense trade and investment potential in the Mekong countries. Closer
collaboration between India and the Mekong region in trade promotion activities, Customs
inspections, sanitary and photo-sanitary support, clearance regulations to address trade
bottlenecks and regional supply chams can create a win-win situation for all stakeholders

he ninth Mekong-Ganga
Cooperdation Meetlng
was held in Singapore on’
August 2. The conference
was pnacpden‘ h} the 10th MGC
| “Septor Oificials Meeting [SOM)
Lon August 1. The meeting was
co-chaired by Don Pramud-
« winud, Minister of Foreipn Affairs
of the Kingdom of Thailand and
U iGen VK, Singh [Rerd.), Minister
- of State for External Affairs.
< Senior ministers from Cambo-
jpdia, Leos PRR, Myanmar and
sViemam also attended the meet-
bing.
The Mekong-Ganga Coop-
eration was established on
" November] 0, 2000, atVientiane,

| Laos, avthe First MGC Ministeri- -

al meeting. 1t comprises six
member-countries ~india; Thii-
land, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos
and Vietnam. The four areas of
© topperiton are tourism, culmare,
¢ education, and transportation.’
The organisationfakes its name
from the Ganga and the Mekong,
4 two large rivers in the region.

L Since ity inception as a sub-

| regional group of six countries,
India has attached the grestest

importance; and this hasachi- |

eved (remendous success and
resonance. The Mekong and the -
Gangé Tiver basins shire close
civilizational and €iiliural ks, -
which provide a siiong basis for
c‘unpamuon in i presenttunm;

I The jaint ministerial state-

ment for theSih MGG meeting
| in Singapore appreciated the
. progress made towards the sac-
cessful implementation of the
Planof Action 2016-16. As alogi-
cal extension of its Act East u]i
oy, dndid has been provi
fssistance in CapHrity- bu],ldlng
in the SME and MSME sectors ta
the Mekong countries and is
ready to share expertise jn set-
ting up regivnal value chaing in
sectors such as automobileeom-
ponents: =
At the first MGC megting in
November 2017, the joint decla-
tatinn had called for cooperafion
in malaria and déngue manage-
ment. |t wiis proposed that the
WG meetings may be held In
the MGC countries un a rota-
tiondl basis, At the same time,

‘lhE MGO Business Forum lias”
bean trying to promote trade
and mvestment amopng MGC
counmeg =

“Cooperation in the educa-
tion sector 15 another thrust aves
in which the leaders of the mem-
ber-countries are committed, In

particular, India being the largest -

nation endowed with high quali-
ty human résources has a special
responsibility in helping the
‘small member-nations of the
GMC. India is aware of its
responsibility and has'been
extending assistanceinthe uﬂu
cation sectol and - ;
unntributed towar-
‘ds capacity bollding
and human resour-
ce development in
CLMV eounfries.
The plan envisages
900 schalarships
annually and the
setting up of plivsi-
«cal infrastrocture,

" mmon Arehival Resouree Cenitre

HCARCY will be established at
‘Nalanda University. The MGC
countries are sharing with India
information and materials on
_areas such as archaenlogical
ites, world heritage, settlement
‘history, history of trade popula-
tion, data on religious distribu-
tion, and historical linkage. All
ssuch information will be prese-
- rved at the CARC for the benefit
-of humanity: India proposed and
‘others welcamed ils suggestion
‘to hold ameeting on'Rice Garm-
plasm in the secondweek of
November, hesides
copperating in fish-
ertes and animal
husbandry.
‘Undetscoring
“the importance of
promoting tolnsm
amaong MGG coun:
tries, ‘the ministers
supported the Idea
to organise MGC

‘RAJARAM

Further deepening Tourism Week in
4its commitments, ". f SR ‘|~ fourametropolitan
Indiaagreed tooifer ThowhRrBICGedi | cities ofdndia in
five more Gcholar- | Srubeney | 2019, Establishing
ships 1o M@kong e s the -trail of Bad-
lrebuntries f and o nat Fopresant “dhism could boost

~olo) mdnuhserm—

“tourism. Induspro

tion technigues,
‘awhich could signif-
ﬂc&m:ly ‘bernefit the:

TMGC ﬂsian Traditional Textile'

Museuniin Siem Reap, Cambo-
=

~ “The other spha.re_ in which
dndia hus been offering assista-
nee is in‘the setting up physical
IT infrastructure, digital connec-
tivity and 1CT infrastructire

‘development in-Mekong coun-

A1ies. Following India’ lead, Thai-

land has beén nrganising train- .

ing EOUTSEes in TOUriSm manage-
meit; fond seourity climate che

ange, SDGs, and Sufficient Econs -

omy Philosophy (SEF). Indeed;
there I§-4 gredter need for better
coordination fo Teap maximim

' benetits if the MGC countries:

‘conperate sincerely through
theirrespective ministries, = -
"= Muany ofthe MGCicountries
are endowed with tich coltural
heritage and preserving these
assels requires shared efforis It

is # matter of pride that ﬂ]e_qof_. 5

. Bither (At of This KR
ottt Dovermement of

‘posal to organise
‘activities such as
:celebmnng India-
ﬁSh&Nl’bar oanunsm 2019 with
training programmes for ehefs
Srom MGO countries in Indign
«cuisine and hotel management,
Anviting craftsmen from MGC
/. countries to parficipate in the
surajkund Craft Mela in'Febru-
wary 2019, urgam:mg phumgra—
phy competition on tourism in
~India found favour, Such initia-
tives shall further contribute 10
“Andia’s Act-East policy,
Other areas of cultural coop-
eration among MGC countries
sgouldbea photographycomipe-
iation of tourdsm in India, con-
ducting media programmes on. .
EBuddhist and North-East cir-
* Cllits, and organising tourism.
markets of MGC countties in
India, Geri'Singh highlighted the
“importance of tourismin sec-
“ondary cities in order to'expand

“the industry, Earlier, Prime Min- -

dster Marendra Modi had

e el el

announced theestablishment of
digital villages in Mekong coun-
tries as part of Indiat efforts o
promote digital connectivity.
India nrganised the 15t MGC Pol-
dey Dialogue, a wack 1.5 event,
on the theme "Stronger Connec-
tivity, Enhancing Ties™ on & April
20170 New Delhi, It would be
meaninginl if this is converted
intoan-annual event that could
transiorm the dialogue intoa
think-tank to carry out research
~and provide policy Tecommen-
“dationson specific subjects for
the governments-of the' MGO
Colniries 1o-consider.
Thereisimmense tradeand
“investment potential in the
Mekong countries. Gloser collah-
soratidn between India and the
Mekong region in trade promo-
- tion activities, Customs inspec-
tions, sanitary and photo-sani-
dany support, clearance regula-
stions 1o address trade bottle-
mecks and regional supply chains
“can oreate a-win-win situation
“forall stakehalders,
=i+ Etonomric development
“heing the priority. the six MGC
“countries dlong the Mekong
“River adopted in April 2018 an
sambitipus investment plan
worth § 66 hillion over the next
five years, §7 Hillion of which is
“expecied to come from the Asjan
opment Bank and the rest
from governments and the pri-
vate sector, Indeed, the Greater
Mekong Sub-regiopal [GMS)
aconomic copperation pros
gramme was initiated by the
ADB in.1992 and has since
mobilised $21 blllinn, with the
‘bulk going to infrastructure pro-
Jects, The five couniries along
swith China's Yunnan province
~:and the Guangx] Zhuang Auto-
nomous region with a popula-
“tionof 340 million and com-
“bined gross domestic product of
/$1:81rillion-have récorded one of
the world’s fastes t—growlng
BCONOMIES, .
The 10th MGG I\hnlslerl.ﬂ
Meeting shall'be held in2019in
Thailand en the margins of
JASEAN Fordign Ministers’ confe-
irenoe, The date and venue shall
be notified through diplomatic
ichannels mdue course of time,

leifo, -
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668 peoplehave lostllves 24? c:-fthem in Kerala duetu rains floodsand Iancishdes msevenstatesthls monsoon

PTI _'
- KEW DELHI, 17 FUGUST

“smanyas 868 pen-
ple have !nst their

: Aﬁ:eradryspell

S i
ralns retum tcs centra

Anand’ an& Ah med abad

and nerthern anes like

Mehsana, Arava[ﬁ' n.mi
Sabarkantha.

Aceording to- figures -

released by the: state gov-.

1L ne
nagard.lémctrecehed 100
mme.rainfall, Malpue. I,

Aravaili gm&&m&adlm :
\iehs ana: d.tstrmt, got 79
: mSabarkan:

gency Hespor t
(NERC) 247 p oplé have
died in Kerala, i

d’ ome other parts of

lukly people i 14 (s
havebeen badly hit
tains and fMoods and
32,500 hecla_r :
damaged.

As many as iS! pmple- i

have died inUrtar Pradesh;
183 people'm West Bengal,
139 in Maharashtra, 52 in
Gujarat, 45 in Assamand i1
in. Nagaland.

Adotalof33 people have
also. been missing, 28 in
Eerala and fjve in' West Ben-
gal, while 274 have been
infured m rain-related inei-
dentsin the states. -

The deluge and rains
have hit 26 districts ix
Maharashtra; 23 inAssam;
23 in'West Bengal, 14 in Ker-
dla, 13in Uttay Pradesh, 11
in Nagaland and 10 in
Girjarat.

Nearly two lakh people
have been living 1 relief
camps in Kerala and 43

received 104 mm rainfall
.In the northern part of
r.hastate, Kalol in Gandhi-

teams of National Dis.aster
Response. Force (NDREF)

consisting of nearly 2,000
resgwers apd 163 boats

hzve been deployed inthe
state:

ThelAFhas deployed 23

helicopters and L1 transport
aireraft: Some of the aireraft
are being flown in from

Ly
to flood whj::h uur{%m led

to traffic sn&rjs_. and-alse:

Yelahanka [Karnatalca) am:l
Nagpur (Mahacashtra).

The Indian Navy has
deplayed 5l boats along:
wilh diving teamsand I,000:.

life jackets and 1,300 guim-
boots are being rushed: (o
Kerala today.

lthas flown 16 sum esin
last two days in rescue oper-

thestate hd(é:ﬁapmlns ire

ations and it will airdrop:
1,600 food packets today

The Coast Guard has
deployed 30 boars along,
with rescue teams, 300 life
jackets; seven liferafts and,
144 life buoys.

~The Army has presseds
mtoservice 10 calumms, 10
Engineering Task Forces

(ETFs); 60 boats anc 1 (10 life
“jackets.

Oune unil:of the Térriro-
rla]. Army has also been
deployed in Kerala:

In Assam; 11.45lakh peo-
ple have borne the brunt of
the rains and foods, which
havealso hivcrops in 27,600
hectares af land.

Altogether4 teams of the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRE], comprising
357 rescuers, are engagedin
eseue and reliel opera-
tions in-Assamg the NERC
saids, o, i
InWest Bengal, 2. 27 lakh

eople have been atfected

Lge ftoods and cropsin
48,550 hectares have been
damaged.

I Lintar P]‘.IdEb‘h 1.74
lakh people areaffected by
the monsoon rains which
have also damaged 33,855
heetares of crops.

The nine NDRF teams are
deployed in Uttar Pradesh,
eightinWest Bengal, seven
ine Gujarat, four i Maha-
rashiraand one i Nagaland
so far,
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PM Modi announces 3500 crore aid

— 19 _
Fresh rains force Kurtanad evacuation: thousands marooned; CM seeks 32,000 cr. in immediate relief

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Prime  Minister Narendra
Modi  on Saturday an-
nounced an immediate fi-
nancial assistance of 3500
crore to rain-bartered Kerala
after reviewing the flood sit-
uation, even as resciie opera-
tons continued in Patha-
namthitta and Thrissur
districts amid heavy rain.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
javan later tweeted that the
Prime Minister has sanc-
tioned 500 crore as imme-
diate relief.

“As per the initial esti-
mate, the State has suffered a
loss of 219,512 crore. The ac-
tual Joss can be ascertained
after the water recedes in the
affected areas. The State has
sought an immediate assis-
tance of ¥2,000 crore,” he
said,

Complimenting the State
authorities for their efforts in
the adverse situation, Mr.

[

Taking stock: Prime Minister Narendra Modi conducts an aerial survey in Kerala, =emi

Modi also announced an ex
gratia of ¥2 lakh per person
to the next of kin of the de-
ceased and 350,000 to those
seriously injured from the
Prime Minister's National Re-
lief Fund (PMNRF}, a PMO

statement. After a high-level
review meeting in Kochi, Mr.
Modi undertook an aerial as-
sessment of worst-hit Aluva
and Thrissur regions.
Meanwhile, a parallel cri-
sis unfolded in the Kuttanad

region, where rising flood-
waters inundated thousands
of houses, forcing a mass
evacuation. A total of 58,506
people were rescued from
different locations on Satur-
day while the toll in rain re-

Too little, say
CPI(M), Cong.

The CPI{M) and the
Congress said the 3500
crore relief announced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was too little in the
face of the devastation in
Kerala caused by the floods.
The Congress has been
demanding that the floods
be declared a national
calamity. “Dear PM please
declare Kerala floods a
National Disaster without
any delav,” Rahul Gandhi
tweeted. »PacES

lated incidents since August
&reached 194.
(With inputs from PT1)

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
RELIEF FLOWS » PAGES
LANDSLIPS IN KODAGLU » PAGEE
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PM Modi announces
3500 crore for Kerala

The rescue operation for
flond victims in Pathanan-
thirta and Thrissur districts
continued on Saturday with
response  teams  battling
strong river currents ancl
fieavy rains to bring strand-
ed citizens to safety, cven as
a parellel crisis untolded in
the: Kisttanad region, where
rising flosdwarers inundat-
ed thousands of houses,
forcimg 4 mass evacuation.
The rescue work on S
turday involving the armed
forces and State govern-
ment agencies was focussed
on Chengannur and Chala-
kudy. Amid frantic calls for
help from  hundreds of
stranded citizens, the Army
deployed  bigger  boats,
while 22 helicopters and 119
boats of the Navy and Coast
Guard were also involved.

Situation under control
Terming the floods as the
worst in the century, Mr Vi-
jayan said the rescue work
was in the final stage with
teams involved in mopping
up operations. “Things are
well under control,” he told
TEp.TEErs afier o review
meeing.

Eforts were on to reach
food and medicines to the
marooned people. An offi-
cial pressnote issued here
said helicopters had carried
out a total of 900 airlifts in
the operation. More than
400,000 were shifted to re-
liet camps from flooded lo-
culites,

Thousands of houses
from Kumarakom to Vaikom
in the Kuttanad region were
imundated. The rising wa-
ters in the Vembanad lake
flonded houses in Alappuz-
ha town and Thaveermuk-
kom panchayat.

The two canals in Alap
puzha were also overtlow-
ing.

Officials

estimate that

more than 200,000 people
inciuding the aged and the
infirm and woemen and chil-
dren would have to be evac-
uated from Ruttanad.

With the relief camps in
Aappuzha filled to capacity,
the authorities opened shel-
ters at Cherthala to accom-
modate the flood-affected.

Coordinated effort

Five columns of the Border
Security Force, 169 NDRF
teams and 23 groups of the
Army and engineering divi-
sion worked closely with
3200 Fire Force personnel,
40,000 policemen and a
large number of volunteers
torescue marooned families
from flooded parts of Patha-
namthitta and Thrissur.

The Coast Guard requisi-
tioned an additional heli-
copter from Goa and de-
ployed 31 rescue and reliel
teams equipped with life
rafts, fife jackets, life buoys,
ropes and ather equipment
in several areas. Coast
Guard officers and men also
used four fishing boats for
rescoe operations at Para
vur and Varapuzha, Food
packos were  airdvopped
and distribured by boats.

Heavy rains lashed many
places in Idukki also trigger-
ing flash floods. Landslips
veenrred at Nellivampathy
and Kattapana.

Role of Army
Reacting to the Opposition’s
demand that the rescue op-
erations be handed over to
the Army, the Chief Minister
said the Central forces had
woiked closely with the civi-
lian administration under a
joint command and control
System 0 carry out rescue
and relief operations.
“I'nereis no precedent of
the Army cartving out a dis-
dster management opera
tion by itsell.” he said.
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East Godavari district. »s. sameasu

;Godavari, Krishna
1in spate after rain

. , B2
Four gates of Srisailam rese\%oir lifted

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA

' The Godavari and the Krish-
na are in spate in Andhra
Pradesh following heavy

-rains in the catchment
areas.

A peak of 14.489 lakh cu-
secs was discharged from
the Godavari in the early

| hours of Saturday at the Sri
Arthur Cotton Barrage at
Dowleswaram, downstrea~
of Rajamahendravarar- -

- East Godavari district.

- The authorities sounded
a “second warning” after

! the water level at the bar-

. rage crossed the 13.75 feet.

| The water level rose to 14.2

. ft but then gradually fell to

' 13.7 ft. by evening. The dis-

. charge too fell to 12.72 lakh

. cusecs, making the authori-

‘Hes withdraw the second

warning at 6 p.m.

i On the Krishna, the Sri-

. sailam reservoir, which re-

.~ ceives water from both the

. main tiver and Tungabha-

i dra, the tributary, was the

'}r focus of artention. The Te-

{ servoir, which has a flood

- cushion of less than 5 tmcft,

| ‘received an inflow of over
3.5 lakh cusecs through
/ most of the day.

| Flood waterinundates a villagein P. Gannavafynandai of

-
Minister for Water Re-

" sources Devineni Umama-

‘heswara Rao was at the dam
supervising the lifting of
four radial gates to Telease
over two lakh cusecs down-
stream into the Nagarjuna
Sagar reservoir in the mormn-
ing. As the inflows crossed
3.5 lakh cusecs in the even-
ing, the authorities opened
‘two more gates.

2+ 7ae floed in the Goda-
van peslG, water estered a
few villages on the banks of
the river both in East and
West Godavari districts. Wa-
ter entered in over two do-
zen low-lying villages in De-
vipamam mandal of East
Godavari district.

Relief camps

Authorities in East Godavari
opened seven Telief camps
to accommodate several fa-
milies evacuated from the
low-lying areas. Over 1,000
people evacuated from vil-
lages were accommodated
in these camps.

The 3.5 lakh cusecs that
was discharged from the Sri-
sailam reservoir is, howev-
er, welcome as the Nagarju:
na Sagar reservoir has a
flood cushion of 144 tmcft.
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Landslip§ ggntinue to ravage Kodagu

- Despite inclement
weather, rescue
measures are on

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURL

The magnitude of devasta-
tion caused by landslips and
rains in flood-ravaged Koda-
gu district is still unfolding,
as rescue operations conti-
nued on Saturday despite in-
clement weather. There
were conflicting reports of
the number of deaths, but
six have been officially con-
firmed.

Nearly 2,000 personnel
from the Army, National and
State Disaster Response
Forces, and the Quick Res-
ponse Team of Karnataka Ci-
vil Defence reached out to
people stranded in remote
hilly areas.

About 100 people who
were cut-off in Mukkodlu vil-
lage in Somwarpet taluk
were rescued and shifted to
Madapura relief centre after
the teams negotiated their
way through overflowing
sludge and water along a
treacherous terrain. Accord-
ing to reports, the civil de-
fence team and Army per-
sonnel trekked about 13 km
for the rescue mission.

Additional Deputv Com-
missioner of Kodagu i, .veen
Kumar said nearly 3,u00 pe
ople were rescued and evac-
uated and the numbers were
decreasing. Rescue missions
would, however, continue.

CM appeals for help

Chief Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said that 60 people
were still stranded and had
to be airlifted. Though the
helicopters were ready, they
could not be pressed into
service due to bad weather.
More than 2,500 people had
been evacuated so far, he
said.

Mr. Kumaraswamy ap-
pealed to people to contri-
bute generously to the Chiel
Minister’s Relief Fund.

Expressing his gratitude

s P

Pounded by rain: (From top) Floods and landslips at Jodupala in Kodagu district had a

devastating impact , damaging infrastructure and uprooting trees; volunteers segregate
flood relief material in the district on Saturday. »SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT & V. SREENIVASA MURTHY

to the Union Defence Minis-
ter for agreeing to deploy ad-
ditional personnel, he said
teams steered by the Army
personnel  had  already
reached Mukkodlu village,
where many people waited
for rescue.

Steps were taken to de-
plov medical and nursing
staff and supply food to chil
dren on priority. Over 50 ex-
cavators were deploved to

clear landslip debris, which
had blocked the highways.

%2 lakh compensation
Over 800 houses collapsed
in the heavy rains and peo-
ple lost their property docu-
ments.

The departments con-
cerned had been directed to
provide copies of documents
ar the earliest and officials
had been directed to release

12 lakh compensation for
those who lost their houses,
he said.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
people from Makkandur.
Mandalpatti, and Adageri
took shelter in one of the 31
relief camps.

The villages were evacuat-
ed around Makkandur, one
of the badly-affected areas,
but people were still report-
ed missing.

Polls in 3 town
panchavats
postponed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
RENGALLURL

The Karnataka State Elec-
tion Commission has put
off elections to the town
panchayats of Kushalnagar,
Somwarpet and Virajpet in
Kodagu  district, untl
further notice. They were
scheduled to be held on
August 31

This followed a request
from the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Kodagu. In a re-
lease, KSEC under-secre-
tary Archana M.5. said the
process related to polls
that was under way from
August 2 to 16 would not be
affected by the reschedul-
ing of paolls.

Karnataka
CM conducts
aerial survey

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HENGALUEKL!

Karnataka Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy heid
an emergency meeting of
officials on Sararday to take
stock of the situation in the
flood-ravaged Kodagu dis-
trict and conducted an ae-
rial survey of Kodagu and
Dakshina Kannada districts
to oversee the rescue
operations.

Addressing the media af-
ter the meeting, he said
950 personnel from multi-
ple agencies have been de-
ploved for relief works.

Mr. Kumaraswamy said
officials have been directed
to supply uninterrupted
gas, petrol and diesel in the
areas of distress and rein-
stall mobile towers, which
had collapsed because of
the rain.
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Geo-tag plants under

¢ PTI
NEWDELHI, 18 AUCUST

elhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal
today directed offi-
cials to geo-tag
plants and monitor their sur-

vival rate under the the gov- -

ernment’s mega plantation
drive in September.

Kejriwal also directed offi-
cials to launch a massive
awareness campaign formass
public participation in the
drive, according to an official
statement.

Agencies participatingin

the drive include Forest-

Department, MCDs, NDMC,
Education, Health, CPWD,
PWD and Delhi Jal Board
who briefed the chief minis-
ter on the progress, accord-
ing to the statement,
Kejriwal directed that a
helpline be created for the
eventand publicised for peo-
ple to call and check the

nearest location for partici-
pation. Healso directed that
various clubs be also involved
in the drive to make partici-
pation better.

The issue of post planta- .

tion care was also raised dur-
ing the meeting. The chiefmin-
ister said that all the plants
should be geo tagged and
monitoring should be done.
He also said that a monthly
reportonthe sameshould be

£ X
submitted to him.
“Responsibility of the sur-
vivalof the plantation would
restwith therespective green-
ring agency. Forest depart-
ment would be the nodal
point for all such coordina-
tion,” he was quoted by the
staterment as saying.
“Involve Resident Wel-
fare Associations, market
associations, school chil-
dren and their parents in

plantationdrive:Kejri

the drive. Make it a mass
movement. We have to reach
the grassrtoots to make it a
grand success,” Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia was
quoted as saying in the state-
ment.

A decisionwasalso taken
to plant trees, which are at
least 6 ft in height. Kejriwal
alsosought a detailed report
on the survivalreportofthe
plantations done in the last
five years in Delhi.

The chief minister has
now called a meeting with
heads of department of all the
greening agencies on Tues-
dayforanother review. They
have been asked to come with
a detailed plan on the plan-
tation drive.

The Delhi government
will carry out a massive drive
to plant five lakh trees and
shrubs on a single day in Sep-
tember, the city's Environ-
ment Minister Imran Hussain
had earlier said.
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The Kerala havoc

ﬁovtmust focus on man-made causes ofﬂoods

sustained and intense downpour of the kind seldom witnessed in
100 years may be the immediate cause of the unusually devastating
floodsin Kerala, hutthﬂmntdhutmn of man-made factors to this
calamitymnnotbe. lisregardec . Widespread deforestation, rampant
construction and indiscriminate guazrymghave triggered landslides, which
have obstructed water channels, worsening the deluge. Besides, thelack of coor-
dination in water releases from damsin Kerala and the adjoining states has fur-
ther aggravated the situation, and even hampering the rescue and relief oper-

ations. Most reservoirs got filled up earlier than usnalthxsyeardusm excessive -

rain. Yet the operation of their floodgates was not appropriately regxﬂatedand
coordinated to avoid heavy discharges during actual flooding. The state gov-

- emnment also seems guilty of not taking some- ofIhe rmttmenskmtﬁ,gaﬂon

measures enumerated in the National Disaster I ’Pﬂlmy ‘Similar
mistakes should at least be avoided m stawngoﬁmseasemmbmaks fbatjaor—
ma]ly ensue from floods. £

Nevertheless, Keralaisnotthe tmlywctlm oftonennalmnm the current

. IMONSDON Season. Several parts 'Bf i%elghbourmg TamiLNadu and Andh:a
- Pradesh are eitherreeling fromﬂondsnrfacmgﬂaeﬂueat.ﬂlmostaﬂ the 80-
‘odd ﬂamsofﬁ;eregimarebnmnﬁngmnﬂlegovemmemsafﬂnesestares are

unable to evolve a common plan ferzeleasmgtheﬁxcess water. This is a criti-
cal issue mvolwng the safety of the dams, most ofwhich are overage. The
Supreme Court had to intervene to ordera reduction in the water level of the
116-year-old Mullaperiyar dam. 'Ihedlschaxge of this water can potentially wors-

; _entheﬂeodszmanqn;fthemanerisnmhandlais]u]ﬁﬂly This aside, seven oth-

erstates — Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Gujarat, Assam, Nagaland
?nd Odisha— have also witnessed devartation - 15 floods, landslides and oth-

s rein-relared incidents, More dama ccanmo... - cdled outsmceihe rainy sea-
san isstillatitspeak.

Floods, mﬂeaimmhmhwomemmg:ﬂfearu:eofﬂlemmsoons&a-
son. Inadequate flood-proofing effort is partly to blame for this. While in other
‘countries dams andbanagesazebuﬁrtowmﬂ offfloods inInﬁJa,theytendm serve
the apposite purpose because of unprofessional management of the impound-
-ed waters, Besides, the country’s flood forecasting system, too, is below parand
needs to be revamped. Significantly, climate change is also playing a role in
w&ung this menace. The projections made by a global panel on climate
change indicate that the overall rainfall in the Indian subcontinent is likely to
mc:re&set)ylﬂpﬂcemmtemzsof both quantity and intensity by 2050, Some evi-
dence ofitisalready noticeable by way of increased frequency of extrerne weath-
erevents, such as the unprecedented rainfall and cloudbursts mKeraiaﬂ'nsvear
and in Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Maharashtra earlier. With the
unabated degradation of river catchments and heavy siltation of water bodies, the
incidence ofsuch episodes is set to exacerbate, This has necessitated substantial

- enhancement in the efficiency and reliability of the weather-and flood-forecasting

systems to forewarn civic administrations of impending disasters for timely
relief action. Besides, a flood eode having ready-to-use contingency plans to
cope with inundation, on the lines of the existing drought code, isbadly needed
forall flood-prone areas. Otherwise, Kerala-like calamities ay continue torecur.

The Times of India
Business standard

4




News item/letter/article/editorial p_ublished on ,f?@ g* g?@/q in the
Hindustan Times \/

Statesman
The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)
and documented at Bhagirath(English}& Publicity Section, cwcC.

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu :
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

M.P.Chronicle
Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)

Business standard

ey

Kochi naval base gears up

PressTrustofindia . . »
» letters®@hindustantimes com MT
NEWDELHL TheCentreon Sunday
saidajointteam of differentavi-

‘ation-related bodiesand Central

Industrial Security Force (CISF)
inspected theKochinavalbase,

‘a day after announcing opera-

\ tion of commercial flights from

B S —

Ll e ST U i et e —

-thebasefranonﬂaytoaJdres;

zueeﬁ'urtsmKam]a

‘Civilaviationminister Suresh
: -Prahhu alsosaid thewatchhour

at Vijayawada and Begumpet

airports has been extended o
facilitate relief operations by
- Indian Air Force (IAF) aireraft.
Watch hour refers the aaermd_
during which the airport

remains openforoperation,
A Jointteam comprisingrep-
resentativesfromDGCA, BCAS,

CISF, AAlandIndian Navy car-

ried out inspection of #Cochin

Naval Base today to check the

- feasibility of scheduled opera-

“tions from there. Steps being
taken to stari»opemtmns with
ATR-72 from Monday, 20th

‘August,” the ministertweeted.
The basewill e used by carri-

- erssuch as Alliance Air, a sub-
sidiary.of Air India, to operate
T0-seater ATR aircraftto places

- sughasBengalun. '

- The minister har{szid on Sun-

day that flights from the naval
‘base to other destinationssuch
as Coimbatore, Madural could
alsostartoperations. Otherair-

!

to run commercial {lights

- Army aml rescue persunnnlevacuate rasrdanls of Alappuzha

dlstm:i usinga huat on Sunlin

- j]mesare hkely“toj nuifms eﬂ'ort.'

-too, he had said.

“ThemamKochi mtemaﬁbnﬁ] ]

airport, the seventh busiest in
~the country, has beenrendered
‘non-fimctional since August 14
‘due to flooding and torrential
‘rains,and wouldremain closed
till August 26. “Inview of disrup-
‘tion of flights frem Cochin air-
port due to floods, a joint team
sent by @MoCA Gol has
-approved starting of schediuled
" commercial flights using ATRs
by Alliance Air, a subsidiary of
Air Tdia, betwesen Ba,ngalow
~and Cochin Naval Air hase,”
‘Prabhu had 'tweeied last

evening.

Asofnow, both domesticand

RAJKRAJHT

inmmﬁmmlﬂjghtmxochia:e
beingdiverted to other destina-
tions such as Trivendrum and
Calicut,

The ministerin a series of
tweets on Sunday said that fol-
lowingarequestfrom the Home
-and Defence Ministries, “watch

~hours at Vijayawada and

Begumpet airports have been
extended by Airport Authority
ofIndia” toassistinreliefopera-
tionswith[AF aircraft.

Besides, the Directorate Gen-
e lafCivil 4 iaon(DECA)s
incgntacowill ces privatehel-
icopter operators to carry out
reliefoperationsafierarequest
was received from the Kerala
government.

@& e . o0 €
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The dearl are gone

GROUND REPORT Tales of suffering, loss
and struggle echo across Kerala as flood
survivors try to stitch lives back together

» ballasithisd s anlimes con

CHENGANNUR (ALAPPUZHAJ: A har-
ried resldent rushed to report
six bodies foating under Kal-
lissery Bridge at Pandanad in
Kerala's flood-hit Alappusha
district on Sunday. The over-
whelmed officials working over-
time todeal with thecrisis were
helpless: There was little they
could do. “Even if we retrieve
these bodies, we do not have
maortuary tostore them. Dead
are gone but our priority is to
savethelivingones,” anofficial
said, summing up themapod in
Pandanad.

aged couple marooned for four
days. The couple had been on
thieroaftap of thelr house ralue-
tant to leave becanse there had
besn nonews about their only
son for two days He'had left to
fetch water and food and had
been stranded on the other side
of Pambhainareliefcamp. The
diabetic couple agreed toleave
the marooned house only after
they were told thelrson s fine,

A heart patient rescued 45
minutes later was strugeling
without medicings. “ My blood
pressure (BP) is high.. my
tablets were destroved in water.
S0 [ have been without medicine
for bwe days, " the deary-ered
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The residents of Pandanad,  man toldhis rescuers. Rushed to
an affluentyillage dotted with Alapmuhnmdlm.lco]luga he
mansiongonthe banks of river £ ‘*nﬂ\yaﬂ,nﬂqa]s
Pambhas, rematned on the edge. amﬂ.
An nvcmastﬁkr threatened o 'Mdvzn!smnvbukmdahuut
bring fore misery as the mar- adelay i the reliel operatlons.
sions remained sobmerged. Officials said 4 resident had-

“At some places, the water  beenclingingantoa treefor two
levels have touched above dayswhen heshoutedforhelp. “Itisnotwater slone, siushis
20-feet, Water currents make  Finally,a myegmu spuﬁed commning ina big way from lakes
our task moredifficilt " saldlt andsaved him. and dams. [t makes the place
Cal sivappe BM of the army’s Awmbhorities insisted sul:l.le more slippery and some have
enginecr regiment, which has  people staved put in their  been swept away.” said P Pra.
‘beeninyolved inrescue opera- - houses thewaterlevels  mod, wholost his friend three
tionssinee Friday. J wiould not re:wh their ruuﬂups daysagn.

Anarmy hoat hitdtreeassol- - This | the si ‘At lpust 30 people wore miss-
diers were trving to rescus an  they insisted. ing from Pandanad and sur-

I T P !

Coversng L, TIS

SN ENY

rounding areasand authorities
=ay they were yet o compile
exact casualties.
Residents blamed authorities
for failing to take pre-emptive
messures. “Ttis comman sense,
Whan catchment aréas get
heavy rain, dams willba filled.
They waited for all dams ta fill

FERT T ARSTIE LN THE

hl}pmgtheymgmralamure
power, When the siigation
became unr.nnn'nllahle. they
opened all d her, " said

co-ardination in distributing
them.
'I‘hc soldiers pleaded help-

Velaydhan Nair, a retired gov-
ernmememuiuyee

Residents compluinad food
and relicfmaterinla were pone-
ingin bt there was a lack of

by sayingtheyhaveto
g0 by the directives of the dis-
trict administration.

* “initially the situation was
roally grim But 1 think the
worstisover, *said Chenpgannur

-\t

memberof legislative assembly
(MLA) Saji Cherian, whobroke
downrwhilenarrating the plight
ofhis paople.

Eerala chiefl minister
Pinarayi Vijavan nod earlier
ticked Cherian off fur demand-
ing finll control for the army in
flonded areas

setall priceof
m‘@nﬁm‘“ﬁﬂf“ |

[imﬁlﬁpm
* SOAR:CHILLY
‘2400 PERKG

mlz’ih.n.ugr!tﬂnndsm fi

mﬂnmﬂ_;_amf 2

'duvm thus.puntmmd

ﬂhhaﬂ!mbtmmmt?'fl'
kg befare police toid the

vendumowtupa_ g
dispiayboard % l&l;

Amid grief, a wedding
Inrﬂﬂgfca;n.

MALAPPURAM (KERALA); Every
a5 erals attlesthe worst |

* Hooding in 96 years, a youny

couple, taking shelter in arehet

«camp in Makappuram ntsrm‘ i

.- Schoni near hete thiee days
+ age,tied the kpot with Sajuat)

the Thitlpentia temple, i the
umﬂfmmmil the

wedding. fit wher we got the
suppart of the people here, we
decided to go ahead,’ a relative
of the bride said. TANS
§oats g oy
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RESCUE NEARSENDCM says over 700K in camps, Kochi flights to start today

HT Correspondent and Agencies
« Iatin@hirdustantimes.com

KOCHI/NEWDELHI: Rescuers striig-
gled to reach some pockets still
cut off by landslides and raging
riversin Kerala,and the govern-

ment furned itsfocustocounting
lossesandlaumchingarehabilita- &
tiondrivethat eouldlastmonths,

officials said on Sunday as fore-
casts suggested the worst of the
rainsmay beoverfor Kerala.
Since August8—thestartofan
unusually heavy bout of mon-

soon rains that led to what has

been describedas Kerala's worst
flooding in nearly a century —
some 239 people have died and
more than 700,000 people were
{akento relief camps, according
to figures released by the state
government on Sunday.

Chief minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said much of the rescue
operation was likely to be com-
pleted by end of Sunday, but “it
will ~ontinue till the last personis
yesriod.® % i) added that
thers were 1. new deaths and
some 22,000 peoplerescued since
morning. :

At Chengannurin Alappuzha
district, -at least 5,000 are
stranded, according to revenue
officials gnoted hy PTL

“The waters have not fully
receded; thereismoderaterainin
some paris. Rescue workwill con-
tinue till things go hack tonor-
mal,” the CMsaid ata presscon-
ference.

InNew Delhi, the National Cri-
sisManagement Committee met
for the fourth time in as many
days.

CONTINUEDONPS

T

e

= A rescue boat g ;
evacuates people : ,? 24 649
from Pandanad in ~ people|
Chengannur. - across thestate
R&J K RAJ/HT PHOTO
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_ - 12.5times
nd'ged in 5,645 relief camps ‘of the normal rainin state between
August 8 and August 15

‘No mortuary to store bodies
...priority is to save the living’

Ramesh Babu
» letters@hindustantimes.com

CTHENGANNUR [ALAPPUZHA):
Drenched from head o toe, a
manrushestowardsdistrictoffi-
cialstoreportthat he had discov-
ered six bodies floatingundera
bridege nearby. “Even if we
retrieve these bodies, we don't

have a mortuary to store them.
The dead aregonebutour prior-
ity is to save those still alive,”
oneofthe officialstells him. The
exchange captures the mood in
Pandanad village, one of the
worst hit by the floods in Alap-
puzhadistrict.

Situated onthe banks of river
Pambha,swathes ofthe villages

have been inundated —atplaces
as much as till the height of 20
feet. “In some places, strong
under currents makeitdifficult
for ustomove,” explained Lit Col
Aivappa BM of the 8 Jodhpur-
based 3 Engineer Regiment. His
regiment was one of the first to
reachand heginarescueopera-
tionon August17. »PB
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"State got 164% excess rain in August, *
42% more dunng MONS00M, 5y IN.

B e
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Meteorological
< (IMD) said on Sunday. The state
‘-has received an excess of 42%

- T»w-ﬁ‘ﬁn‘_wu—vﬂ'rw e ——

................. wﬂf

HEWDELHP Kerala recelved 164%

more than normal rainfall for ©

August fill Sunday, the Indian
Department

rainfall over the monsoon sea-
son, which began in June, the
-agencyadded:

Kerala received 758.6 mm uf

ed by Pal:

trict, witha 72%excess, hesaid.

“This year, the heavyrainfall
wasbecauseof the perfectconflu-
ence of the southwest monsoon
wind system and the two low
-pressure systems that formed
over the Bay of Benigal and Odi-
“sha"Mohapatrasaid. Low pres-
sureregions pullinmoist south

westmonsoon winds, increasing -

‘their speed, which then hits the
~ Western Ghats, travels sky
wards,and forms rain-bearing

rmnfa]l.m‘ﬂaeperi 1 bet“ween E

Healsosaidthatover thenext

five days, rainfall over Keralais

likelytodecrease. wrthweryézs-
trict inexperiencinglighttomod-
erateramfa]LAnnther&UWpres g
su:esystemisfomungaverﬂﬂl
shaon Sunday, according to the
IMD, but it is unlikely to affect
Kerala as the direction of the

-mmsomwmﬂhascham

Even beforethe currentsurge

;mrajnm]lumerﬁxestatahemeen

clouds This brought the excess ~Av

rainfalloverareasnearthe West- -

ern Ghats, including Kerala,

explained Mohapatra.

3 ‘mestamhnwwer mlﬂteiyto

T Craai.

tember before the monsoon
‘retreats. “Kerala usnally gefs
extremelyheavy rainfalls -upto
24 cms—inSeptember, sowecan
expect more exiremely heavy
rainfall in the state. However,
thisshould not worsen the flood
‘situalion as we expect arespite
‘from 1he rains for five fo seven
days, which ghould give time to
theaccumula{ed'watertom
‘olit,” said Dr Mohapatra, "

" ‘Health ministry kicks into -
~action

_receive another spell of
‘extremely heavyrainfallin Sep-

~ releaseadded.

To aid flood relief measure,
theUnion healthninistry will st
up3,757 medical campsin Kerax
and send 90 types of mediciness
requested by the state, areleae
fromtheministrysaid.

'Ehe:ﬁmtranc‘nen&uadimnﬁ
shallreach fonday)
themleasasaiﬂ.‘i[‘uﬂﬂtﬂ,m ol
- break of communicablediseass
has been reported, but “healt
expertsopinethatoncetheflod

 water starts receding, the env-

‘ronmentwould be conducive fc
epidemic | pmrm éiseam&"’ th
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FISHERMEN HEROES IN CRISIS

SHAJUPHILIP
CHE NGANNUR AUGLSTIS
WHEN THE deluge submerged hundreds DE
villages in central Kerala, fishermen stepped
in to help thousands of stranded people,

Fighting back memaories of their dear
ones lost in the Ockhi tragedy, over 1400
fishermen from' coastal villages of
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha
and Ernaboulam rushed to the affected vil-
lages. With 600-odd country vessels, they
ventured into the most remote corers of the:
affected areas. On Saturday, out of the 54.000
persons rescued in Ernakulam district,
18,000 were saved by fishermen who
deployed 240 boats there.

Mational Fish Workers Co-ardination fo-
rum secretary T Petersaid the fishermenven-

“When we put oul the sugge'sltiun in social
miedia groups, many fishermen expressed

theirwillingness ta jointhe rescuework. The
fishermmen took it up as their responsibility.
When our social media groups gok distress
calls and messages about people stranded in
submerged houses, we passed on the loca-
tion details o the fishenmen,” he said.

LaluAlex, a fisherman from Mariyapuraim
in Thiruvananthapuram, said their village has
sent 60 couniry vessels with 150 persons. “On
August 15, when we heard about the news,
our parish priest said we should go and help
thie people trapped inwater, On that night it-
self, westarted moving from various villages
toChenganouwr, Ernakulam and Thrissurwith
vessels loaded in trucks. We took along
kerosene and food," he said,

Anather fisherman Varghese Stephen
said the fishermen abandoned theirmeans
of livelihood to save lives. "This is the best
seasan for a seagoing fisherman. A person
can make up to Rs 5,000 ma trip if he goes
for fishing now. We have left the opportu-
nity to make some money. Butl, we don't
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Leading rescue, fishermen who braved Ockhi

CM Pinarayi says fishermen who took partin
rescue to be felicitated, compensated for damage

Fishermen get ready for rescue work, at Varattar river near Chengannur.

have any complaints.”

A Revenue Department officer, whi isco-
ordinating  the rescue  mission in
Chengannur, said the Ashermen were in-
vilved in the most risky part of rescue ef-
lorts, “They went (o several houses, swim-
mingagainst heavy currents, have seen how

difficult it was to manoeuvre the vessels
through flooded narrow alleys and roads,
where damaged civic infrastructure posed a
serious threat. They even entered fllooded
wells, risking their lives. While uniformed
persons rescued three or four persons in a
single attempt, fishermen's boats came back

with 10-15 |Jermns, *he said.

The uniformed men ventured into the
waler with safety jackets, but the assetof the
fishermen was their courage and expenence
inchoppy waters. The anly equipment in the
vessels was GPS, using which they located
the houses of those stranded. A lncal person
also mioved aroumna in their vessels 1o show
the areas 10 be evacuated.

Anto Elias, from Vel in Thinvanantha-
puram, said many vessels have been dam-
aged after they hir walls and electric posts.
“But we have no complaints, We could save
livestromvery difficult areas. Only dampen-
ing experience was the refuctance of some
people to come out of the looded houses,
They dor'teven understand our risk, he said

Acknowledging the lishermen's service,
Kerala Chied Minster Pinarayi Vijayan on
Sunday announced that all the fishermen
whio took part inthe rescue mission would
befelicitated. “The fishermen had intervened
inagreat way. Many ol theirvessels gotdam-
aged. The government would compensate
thesm forthe loss suffered, Apart from that, 2
boat would be given s 3,000 a day and the
state would meet the fuelexpenses,” he said
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IMD Gives HOPE

Situation set to ease as ram intensity falls

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE,AUGUST1S

THE INDIA Meteorological Department
(IMD) hastermed the recentincessantrain-
fall over Kerala as “exceptionally high", con-
firming that the state received 2346.6mm
rainfall during the season far, as against the
normal of 1649.5mm meant for the entire
four month-long monsoon season.
However, there may be some much
needed respite for the local residents and
swifter rescue operations may now possible,
with the Met office indicatinga reductionin
rainfall intensity during the next five days.
According to the statement issued by
IMDissued on Sunday, Kerala has during this
duringmonsoon season recorded above nor-

i
Covering L. YIS

In Kochi on Sunday. F1i

mal rainfall. The week during August 9 -
August 15 were particularly reported very
heavy spelis of rainfall which ranged around
170 per cent more than what should have
been normally recorded. During this week,

JIdukki and Pa]akkad districts recorded the

highest rainfall, 92 per centand 72 per cent
above normal, respectively.

“There were two consecutive active spells
— during June 14 - June 20 and later around
July 20. But it was a fresh wet spell during
August 9 — August 15 that was 170 per cent
above normal thatled tothe statewide flood-
ing. The 35 reservoirs that were already full
further swelled, compelling authorities to
release water into river streams. As thisactiv-
ity continued foraweek, it led toinundating
of rivers which caused widespread flooding
all over the state” the statementread.

During the next five days, a low pressure
thathasformed overthe Bay of Bengalisex-
pected to move towards central India and
this systemn is likely to gain momentum till
Monday.
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| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
l ‘I‘H IRUVANANTHAPURAM

After five days of extremely

L?heavy 1ain and floods that -

iravaged several parts of Ker-
lala, Sunday brought respite
Ifollowing a gradual decrease
iin rainfall and receding wa-
ter levels in the flood-affect-

‘ed areas, particularly Chen-

jgannur and Chalakudy.

With 13 persons killed in

irainrelated ‘incidents ‘on
Sunday. the toll since August
8 stood at 210.

[Five killed in flash floods

‘Five persons were reported

' dead in flash floods in south- -

western Thrissur when Kari-
vannur river, which services

! Chemmeni Dam and Manali

| river, breached a temporary
+ embankment. Around 42 vil-

lages in and around the pad-

dy fields were inundated.
Two bodies were reco-

vered near St. Xavier’s

. Church, Kuthiathodn, near

north Paravoor, where a por-
tion of a wall around a relief
camp collapsed on Thurs-

-day, reportedly trapping six

persons. Local MLA V. D.
‘Satheesan ‘said five persons
were still missing.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, who said rescue oper-
ations were in the final
round, said priority would
now be given to providing
safe drinking water and res-
toring electricity and water
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Focus shifts to relief as
Waters recede in Kerala

De-ath toll rises t0'210; over seven lakh people take shelter in relief camps

“Under water: Chengannur in Alapptzha district of Kerala on Sunday. =s.6opAkumMAR

supply. A total of 7,24,649
displaced persons have been
housed in 5,645 relief
camps, he told reporters.

HELP FROM THE SKIES » PAGE 7
3,500 RESCUED r PAGE 3
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‘SPECI&L GORRESPONDENT
THIRU VANANTHAPLURAM

| After five days of extremely

1eavy rain and floods that -

iravaged several parts of Ker-

iala, Sunday brought respite

fo]lowmg a gradual decrease
‘in rainfall and receding wa-
ter levels in the flood-affect-

ied dreas, particularly Chen-

jgannur and Chalakudy.

With 13 persons killed in 88

raintelated ‘incidents son

Sunday, the toll since August :

8 stood at 210.

;'Five killed in flash floods
'Five persons were reported
dead in flash floods in south-

~western Thrissur when Kari- A - b - ! =5 ¥
Under water: Chengannur in Alappuzha district of Kerala on Sunday. 5. GopAKUMAR

_vannur river, which services
' Chemmeni Dam and Manali
- tiver, breached a temporary
¢ m}ban]m:em. Around 42 vil-

inges in and around the pad-

| dy fields were inundated.

I Two bodies were Teco-
;vered near St Xmers
! Church, Kmhlathodn near

Covering L. YIE

north Paravoor, where a por-

ton'of awall around a relief

eamp collipvad en Thurs-
day, reporledly trapping six
persons. Local MLA V. D.
Satheesan 'said five persons

were still missing.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, who said rescue opes-
ations were in the fina!
round, said priority wouid
now be given to providing
safe drinking water and res-
toring electricity and water
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Focus shifts to relief as
waters recede i m Kerala

Death toll rlses t0 210; over seven lakh people Iake shelter in relief camps

supply. A total of 7,24.649
displaced persons have been
hoarpd in 5645 relief
camps, he told reporters.

HELP FROM THE SKIES » PAGE 7
3,500 RESCUED » PAGES
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Ramfa]l Wﬂl abate

-says Met-Dept. 2

It was 164% above n()rmai for August

SPECIAL ummr:spon‘nmr
'TH]"RUV"NANTH.UUMM

The India Meteorological
Department’s forecast on
Sunday. of a gradual de-
‘crease in rainfall during the
next five days hasbroughta
sense of relief to Kerala,
which continued to grapple
with rescue and relief oper-

ations in the flood affected :\’-

Accordmgtoﬂ:eMetDe-

partment’s official state-

- ment here, a fresh low pres-
. sure area had formed over
north- westBay of Bengal on

: Sunday morning, but it
i would not haveanys;gni_ﬁ"

cant Impact GVEI' Kera]a :

: : Exceptmnall}"high

Rainfall -over Kerala has i

 been exceptlcmally “high

during the current south-

~west monsoon season (June
i 1 to '‘August 18), with the
State receiving 2,346.6 mm

against the normal of 1649.5 -

mm (42% above mormal).
. The spatial distribution of
| district-wise seasonal rain-

fall showed that Idukki dis-

A partially submerged house

(inChengannur. =4

ﬁicf Tecorded the highest
“excess rainfall (92% above
‘normal) followed by Palak-
“kad (72% above normal).
- The statement said the
Tainfall over Kerala for June,
«July and August (till Sunday)
was 15%, 18% and 164%
- above normal respecnvely
Ramfall during August so far
“has been exceptionally high.
- Two consecutive active 4
spells with above normal
“rainfall peaked around June
14 .and . 20 respectively,
Another peak rainfall activi-
ty was experienced around
July 20.
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surrounding areas. He later

landed at Pergr&pajna and .

- went to Madikeri by Toad.

. gar and assured them of go-
Lovernmentaid. §ivad

‘J-""‘

En route, Mr. i{uma.raswai

Sai Extension and Kuvemnpu-
‘nagar Extension in Kushalna-

200 houses submerged
Flood waters hadsubrnﬂ'ged

my met victims in Avarthi,

. about 150 to 200 houses in |
Sai Extension and another
2400 houses had been affect-
_edin Kuvmpunagar Exten-

gy

~ sion.

After Teaching Ma:hkerl.
Mr. Kumaraswamy met the
district administration offi- |

“cials and discussed rescue

and relief operations.

- B.S. Yeddyurappa too visited

. nied by BJP MPs, Shobha Ka-
‘“randlaje’and Pratap Simha.

Meanwhile, BJP 1eadEI

The éei;astauon actoss Ko-

- . dagu has spawned a num-
f ;.,bero!‘mhmrymitiaﬁves
i to supplement the govern-

ment’s relief efforts to cope
-with the disaster. There are

:  three relief camps in Sunti-
- koppa town, about 16 km
: from Kushalagar —at Srira-
: ma Temple, St. Anthony’s
-S_chc_ml and the local madra-

sa, and nearly 1,000 people

ioare being provided tempor-

ary suceour and thisis alla

- voluntary initiative.
i Kodagu and spoke to flood .Rende_redhnmﬂess
. victims, He was accompa- ' :

‘been rtendered homeless

“Most /peeple  who have

are from Mukkodlu, Mak-

00 rescued m Kodagu

-]randur, “Tanthipala, Hatti-

‘hole and Kandanakolli. We
‘have enough provisions 1o

+last for another 10 days, and

this is all private contribu-
+ion,” said Shantharam Ka-
math, one of the coordina-
tors of the relief effort.

‘He said that when the
-news of landslips first came
in on August 16, Jocal youth
Tushed in jeeps to rescue vil-
lagers. “Some risked their
Jives and trekked into the in-
terior areas to rescue those
stranded,” said Mr. Kamath.

Bopanna, -2 - Tesident
coordinating a relief camp
«close to lggodlu near Ma-
dapura, said: “We had
about 500 people on the
first two days, but some

] @O(} pef}p]e huuqedm rehef camps run bv vo]mlreers

have lefi to ]mn their Tela-
tives. Thanks to the public
there is mo problem regard-
ing food or drinking water.
What matters most is per-
manent rehabilitation and
that is the real challenge,”
he added, coordinating re-
lief while handling phone
calls from people desperate
to track their missing Tela-
fives.

Besides, thereis no count

_of the private homestays of-

fering lodging to victims as
evident by messages on s0-
cial media.

“We ran for our life a.nd
there is nothing left in our
villages to return to,” said
Parvathi at the camp near
Iggodiu.
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Ha]f of farm households indebted: NABARD study

f The;r afmual mcome may just be enough o repay whal the.y borrowed; T glangana,, AP, Karnataka t mp the list with over 70% indebted familics

T mummnmmr

© ral Financial Inclasion Sur-

& w;yzpw-l‘?gnwgda sample

of 1,88 lakh people from
40,327 rural households. On-
Iy 48% of these are defined as
agricultural . households,

5 agricultural households

NABARD found thiat 52.5%
of the agriculiural house-
holds had an outstanding
loan on the date of the sur-
vey, and thus were consi-
dered indebted. For

rural India, that figure was 10

parting any.

outstanding debt

also had a higher debt liabili- -
mmgmdwth ml—- Wi
-culmalms

Th.eawage:déhtofauiﬂ-
debred agriculiural house-
hold stood -at #1.04,602 in

which have at least one comparison to 376,731 for in= SR
- member seltemployed in debted  non-agricultural  age o uuumahtuf,m—
- agriculture and which re- households. i debted farm hiousehplds.
ceived more than ¥5,000 as According to the Survey, The survey found that on-
| walue of produce from agri-  the average annual income of Iy 10.5% of agricuitural hou-
eulmiral activities over the ' an agricultural household is  seholds were found ta havea
past year, whether they pos- %107 lakh. That is barely valid Kisan Credit Cardat the
sessed any land or not. 2,500 more than the aver-  time  of the survey., The
1 i
— - T ot el - o - e * Alpesel s Lobgd sliiga Suitsl: J

lmrait?wsehndfds Is &7
Overalt extent of indebredness tak

scheme ai wglvefzumm
credit from the bapks with a
sm.lp]lﬁad and ﬂemblesmg]&

hul$ who had the card ul:l]
credit limit, the report said.

The bisge;tmsmformkv
ing loans amang agricultural
households was capital ex-
penditure for agricultural
purposes, with a quarter of
all Joans taken for ﬂus pur:

pose.

iyl

0.4 hectares,  slightly less
than 50% of the households
were in debt. Those with
more land were more likely
1o haygmultiple loans,

“This may be atiributed to
the fact that these economi-
cally bener-off households
are more eligible for taking
loans as they haye enough as-
sels [0 serve @s: security

o Lo e " s

.~ Police break
- Hardik’s plan

Lo protest
against the loans <7 the | SPECIAL CORRESEONDENT |
survey report said. o 1 :
State figures

© "The southern States nf‘ﬂelgn i
Bana (79%), Andhry Tradesh & than 00 of his supporters
(7734), and Karn' FAY) © were gy ‘here and in
mmﬂmem@ﬁt' lzof otherp}u of Gujarat on
indebtedness among agiicul: Sunday be(om he r_nuld g0
tural households; follawed on a hun
Arun;u:hal \-“defuoe wed in Bu-
rat Jate i in the tover the
(GQ%). K&Eﬂa {5-6?@ and: Dd- detention. Mr. alleged
Cisha ) that *anti social dements™
l.oohng at lnans ta]mn were behind the vialence.
]uly 2015 and June Mr.. - Batel;-had . an- .
notinced a day-long festin
protest against the denial
) of permission to hold a tal-
ial  banks. | Iy on August 25 to mark the
46% 6f the loans were taken third anniversary of the Pa-
from commercial banks, and tidar agitatian [t &:ur reserya:
another 10% from self-help
groups, almost 40% were ta- 'Ihe police detained him

ken from non-institutional
sources such as relatives,
friends, moneylendyrs and :
landlords. ;

while he and his suppor-
ters were on their way to
Nikol for the protest.

1
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Noted ecologist Madhav Gadg-
il has warned Goa may face
thesame fate as the flood-bat-
1ered Kerala if it does not
take precautions on the envi-
ronmental front.

Like insome other states,
(oa, too, iswitnessing activ-
ities which are driven by
-greed for unlimited profits,
said Gadgil, who headed a
committee that authored a
widely debated study on the
“Western Ghats a few years ago.

“Certainlyall sorts of prob-
lemsare beginning to surface
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Noted ecologist
Madhav Gadgil has
warned Goa may
face the same fate
as Kerala if it does
not take precau-
tions on the environ-
mental front.

on the environmental front
in the Western Ghats. Goa, of
course, does not have West-
ern Ghats which are so high
asin Kerala, but Iam sure Goa
will also experience all sorts
of problems,” he said, react-

N

Goamay go Keralaway, warns ecologist Madhav Gadgil

ing to the worst-ever floods
in the southern state,

He said thereason for not
taking any environmental
precaution (in general) is
purely greed for unlimited
profits.

“You have seen it in Goa
too. The Union government-
constituted Justice M B Shah
commission has estimated
illegal profits of Rs 35,000
crore from illegal mining," he
said. “There is also enor-
mous profit in the business
ofstone quarryingwhile there
is very little investment,” he
added while talking about
rampant hill in the Western

Ghats, “The greed for enor-

mous profits has been allowed -

to go on unchecked, which
has actually worsened eco-
nomic disparity in the soci-
ety.

“So now those who are
making money through these
means are even more effec-
tivein getting the government
allow this kind of rampantille-
gal behaviour,” Gadgil said.
The ecologist said govern-
ments have been lax on
implementingenvironmen-
tal norms.

“Thecentral government
isactuallybending over back-
wards to make sure the

B

National Green Tribunal does
not function properly,” he
said. Gadgilhad done exten-
sive studyon Goa's environ-
mentbased on the data pro-
vided by iron ore mining
companies in their Environ-
ment Impact Assessment
(EIA) reportsin 2011.

He had then said the min-
ing companies submitted
false information in their EIA
reports. “In Goa, they had
asked me to look into the
impact of mining on envi-
ronment. Every EIA sup-
pressed fact about hydro-
logical impact of mining,”

_the 73-year-old expert said,
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 Kodagu reeling e

| -unﬂer nature’s fL

ry;

3 _!.qu_ﬂpeople __shiﬁ:ed

S'l' ATESMAN NEWS SER\\_’ICE :

BENG&LGRH 19321}0851'

p -Kudagu “one of the major
hx]lyﬂlstl:{m inKarnataka jis
teelmgundemanne’sﬁuyas
- itwithessesanunprecedented
.. scale of destruction.

.- Over2,000personnel from .

_vthe Army, Navy and NDRF
= alongwithstate and otherrelief
-==agencie's work tirelessly to

“rrescue victims but continu-

"<pus heavy tains are making
5 the]rtaskdﬁﬁmﬂt i

- Defence pemunnel ‘has
,evacuated over 3,000 peo-
ple Agroup of villagers from

. - Makkandur had beenrescued

£ Lby the agencles ‘but the fact

_.remains that they have lost
b evemhmg, %emismﬂnng

so far. All educational insti-
I fmtxan,s, “including angan-

-<wadis, remainedclosedon Fri-

“day. The districtadministra-

~ tionhasdeclaredholidayfor -
- ~schools andce!leges till'Sat-

urdayin viewof the rains.
Meanwhile, the inflowinio
~ Harangi dam increased to
¢ 15285 msecsandtheomﬂuw

. was 11911 cusecs, which
~would augment the volume

of water mac?amg KRS inthe
downstream. .

ﬂeadmgmmamvelandshdes,
impacting life and property
-even as the Karnataka State
Natural Disaster qutonng
“Centremaintains thatK
raceawdamafall ofabout23
veminthelast 26 hours. Con-
_hﬂuousramscausedlandshps
at Jayapura in Koppa taluk,
forcinglocal authorities toreg- -
ulate traffic movement on
the busy road connecting
/ Chikkamagaluru to Koppa

’far us to go back»tc ; 1s thé

CM conducted an aeri-

al survey to gauge

“the situation. Visited
relief centres and the
state government has
announced a relief of
Rs 2 lakh for those
‘who have lost their

- homes and Rs 5 lakh

to the ’Famlzles of the

deceased

; andSnngen_‘Ihelandnextto
the road slipped more than
50 ft deep, causing anxiety
among travellers. Officers of
the Public Works Depart-
‘ment visited the spot and
-decided tostop the movement
ofheavyvehiclesontheroad.

‘Already the 60 Dograreg-
iment soldiers and naval |

_divershave managed to res-

- cuenearly900, alocal TVchan-

‘nel reported. Hundreds of
‘boats  as well equipment
‘needed forrescueisbeingused
to reach the affected area.

_ Thestate government has
*nnmncedamhefofﬂ-azlakh
~those w0 save Jost their
uomes-and Rs 5 lakh to the

“families of the deceased.
Chief minister HD
Kumaraswamy, hasalso con-

“ducted an aerial survey to

~ gauge the situation besides
-~ visiting relief centres.
- Incessant mnshavebeen :

.Hehasfurther asked offi-
~cials of the Coffee Board to
-assess thelosssuffered by the
district, one of the main pro-
ducing areas. In a related

development, a fear of epi-
demichavesurfaced withthe
need for paediatric medi-

“ cineandallied health services
becoming paramount.Health
agencies are working round
theclock fortherequirementof
drugsneeded speciallyforthe
children.
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Kerala beglns long trek back 20.5°F

Floodtoliaround 370 over 7 lakh in camps; waters have SE&FEEG torecede, focusnow on rescueand reDulIdlng saysCM Vijayan \/

Rainfall intensity oyer
Kerala decreasing: IMD

SNS & AGENCIES
THIRUVANANTHAPDIRAM
18 AUGUST

sthe min firyfinal-
Jyabated on Swday,
724,649 people
emained in 5,645
Lqmp;s in Kerala following
"oneoftheworstever oods”
that has leftabout 370 dead
andcaused unprecedented
distruction.

MO0 prime Concem was
tosavelives. 1t nppearsithns
been met," Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan told the

media amid signs that the
mostdestructive phase ofthe
Moods had ended and tha

water overflowing nunemnus
towns andwillages hisd start-
ed o recede.

"It is perhaps unuoilhe ey
worstever tragedi * Sunday e phascimim
Um_bmscmwedmiahuge evacution. of people from
So wewillaccept all help,”" - Chengannur, Pandalam,
he said, rovealing theextent . Thinuvalla, several areasin
of a rwhich has not  Pathapamthitta district and
hilt the state since 1924, inAhwve, Angamaly and P

- ButevenasVijayanmain-  ayur in Emakudam,
tained thatthe last stage of “The chief minister said
rescue act was going on, 22,034 people had been ms-
various WhatsApp groups:  cued from fiooded homes
continued 1o 'be fooded  andbuildings.
witl requesmfmh I espe- Thedeath toll began on

1.1.Iiy Alappuzha. May 28when Keralygotthe

OnSundaymoming the  first of the monsoon rains.
autharities withdrew the Butthebulkofthe fatalities
redalertssucdinthelastof.  were reported afier August
the three dismicts Idukkd, 9 whenatagedy ofunprice-
Ernakulam and  -dentedproportion gripped
Pathanamithitta. the stare after shuice gatesof

Therewereonly moder-  several rain-filled dams were
ale rains in a few disiels, © opened.

With fishermen, NCC,
Navy and Air Force contin-
ungtorescueibhe manoned,

- Wijayansaid the next tnsk
would betohelp peopleget
back to normal life.

"Rehubilitation will bt

donebyvarious agencies,”
’he said, and pledged thar
all towns.and cities would
be eleaned ona war foat- .

Vijayan paid special rib-
uies fo Keraly's famed fish-
ermen who played a key
moleinresouing hundredsand
navigating through dan-

Eerons walers.

i!:my fAsherman who
togk part in the rescue act
would be given Rs 3,000
eacty, hesaid, "We willalways
be grateful for their sup-
port and help,”

Stugdents who lost their
educational materials and
uniiorms would get new
replacements.

Rains in the catchment
arcas of the big dams in

Idukki district have sub-
sided and the authorities
Ty shuat tvo ofthe five floogd-
gatesatthe ldukki dam. The
outflow of water from both
the Mullaperiyar and Iduk-
kidams hasalso reduced. As
aresuli, the water flow inio
the Pertyar and iis tribu-
taries that flow through
Emakulamand Thiissurhas
come down.
OnSunday, the Kottayam
sectoroperated special pas-
senger irpins. The state-run
KeralaState Road Transport
Corp also esiared oper-
tions on theMC Road 1o Kor-

Butit s not as i all was
going on smaothly.

Health minister KK
Shailaja admitted that
although the waterlevel had

IMEWY DELHL 19 AUCUST ual decréaseinrainfall in
a1 ey  the state,! Mohapatra said.
Theramfall intensity over The IMD saud itis expe-
| Kegalahas decreased over  cting "heavy rainfull” only
the past two-days, the  inKazhikode, Kapnurand
metegrology department Idduki distriens, ©
siid oday, adding that a has been batte-
there is noalert ofheavy. - redby exceptionally high
plwuonrurmanexr seasnun.l rinfall” since
our days in the state. ggjsl‘ 1, leaving near-
Dql:n ia Mateﬁi;lcﬁ' giv.b alf of ﬂmt‘é:ﬁm
artisent | submer, ldu a5
| I]hmmrﬂmemmlﬁ tun- 'repurle the maximum
jay Mohapatra said, yes-  number of deaths, with
terduy Ihnstnterkgmded 43 people losing lhpr
Semofrainfall © © ©  lives since August 8,
OnAugust 16and 17, according to official esti-
thestate recorded 19cm  mates. Thatotal number
and 11 em of rainfall of deaths has touched 197

tively, he said.
Rover.
ch:n,weha\m Bemngmdr

fallen in many areas; med-
ical facilities might nothave
renched cenainregions due
tothe magnitude of the cri-
sis. "This isbecause medical
professionals found indiffi-
cult to reach the affected
areas... We need a huge
quantity of medicines. 4
major health drive is being
planmed 1o prevent com-
municable disesses,” she
said

Andwith the waterlevel
eoming down, it might not
bepassiblato operate the big
hoats, forcmg rescoerstorely
onsmall er rubber boats.

Butevenashelppoured

the past three

in the state duiring the
second spell uf mon=

monfuqr (vt

into Kerala from all over the
country and abroad, some
vendors madeakilling beca-
useaffoodshorages Green
chillies, even after police
imtervention. was selling at
Bs 120 a kg in Kochi
Onions, potatoes and
cabbage were sold at Rs 90
a kg The retail cost of rice

and sugar shotupby Rs 15.

Some people who
reached thelr homes in
central Kerala were stunned
after seeifg mud and dirt
aceumulated on furni-
ture, with practically all
their possessions
destroyed,

Rescue ops
on in flood-hit
K’'taka district

BENCALURY 15 AUGUST

Mare than 3 500 people
have been escued 1ill
today in Kodagu district
of Karanataka, where six
people have lost their
lives in loods and land-
slides following heavy
rains in the past several
days.

President Ram Nath'
Kowind and Prirpe Minister
Narendra Modi spoke
over phonetn ChiefMin-
isterH Dhulnu:a.smmy
whoiscamping in thermin-
b:l[ll_'red dlulnrt over
phaneand eriquired about
the situation,

Madiassured toexend
all required assistance to
thestate to fyce the situ-
ation, the Chief Minis-
ter's office sajd,

“Extensded all possible
supportinthe rescueand
refiefoperatins | pray for
thesalety andwell-being
vithosein theflond affect-
ed areas,” the PM tweet-
ed, Kumaraswamyinfor-
med Kovind that the dis
trict-administration was
managing the rescue-
and-reliefworkefficient-
Iy, along with the army,
National  Disastar
lesponse Forge (NDRF)
and other agencies, and
ha\u‘ rescued more than

500 pmlﬂé 80 'fax; the
fMD sax i

CaveringL YIE
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