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Kerala J in fury kills 26 more,
Kochi ai' ort shut till Aug 26

-Toll Since Aug 8
Now 97, PM To

Visit State Today
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kochi/Thiruvananthapur-
am: Heavy rains continued to
batter Kerala, claiming the liv-
es of 26more people on Thurs-
day as floods and landslides ra-
vaged the region in what isbe-
ing described as the worst dis-
ister the coastal state has wit-

I FUU COVERAGE: P 15
nessed in living memory.

Incessant rains since Aug-
ust 8 have so far killed 97 peo-
ple, with more than 1.67 lakh
being shifted to 1,165relief ca-
mps across the state. Most pa-
rts of Kerala are now flooded,
with the situation worsening
in several places, including

People are ,rescued in a boat in Kochi on Thursday. More rains have been predicted across Kerala till Saturday
Kochi, wh ere the backwaters The Met office said rains ted regions on Saturday. eM P
are threate'ning to breach the- were expected to continue till Vijayan had sent an SOS to
ir banks. I(ochi airport rema- Saturday, although a statewi- Modi on Wednesday, describi-
ins under water and has now de "red alert" -the highest le- ' ng the floods as the worst ever
been closed till August 26.Tra- vel weather warning-was in in the state. The toll is likely to
in services from the state capi- place only till Thursday. rise as rescuers are struggling
tal have been suspended and PM Modi will visit Kerala to reach far-flung locations.
Kochi Metr 0 operations dras- on Friday evening and condu-
tically cut short. ct an aerial survey of the affec- ~~8,OOOcr loss so far, P 15
--~., .
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Massive floods turn coffee land
Into one huge water body D77h
eaves scores ofpoor people homeless, gruel centres opened
~DIKERI:As many as

1 85,000 cusecs of water was
released from the Harangi
reservoir due to heavy
inflow following copious
showers inthe catchment
areas of the dam.

The Madikeri-Hassan state
highway has been complete-
ly submerged following the
release of water. Traffic has
been prohibited on the bridge
across River Harangi at Ku-
dige in Kushalnagar taluk of
Kodagudistrict, ascrackswere
identified there.

Amrita Coffee Cur'ing
Works has reported huge loss-
es as water entered its prem-
ises at Kudluru. The Morarji
Desai English medium school
atKudigehas been floodedand
students havebeen shifted to a
safer place. The Cauvery Nis- Water from overflowing Keerehole has gushed into several houses in Gonikoppa. DH PHOTO
argadhama has been closed
forvisitors.

Several houses collapsed
in a few localities of Madikeri
city, following heavy rains on
Thursday.

Gruel centres have been
opened at KodavaSamaja and
Gowda Samaja for those af-
fectedbyfloodsinCauveryand
Harangi rivers inKushalnagar
and surrounding villages.

Incessant rains left a trail of
destruction in Virajpet taluk
of Kodagu district, including
collapseofhouses in the town.

The bridge connecting Vi-
rajpet and Madikeri at Bhetri

has been floodedand vehicular
movement has been banned
on the bridge. Affected farni-
lies were shifted to gruel cen-
tres at Hemmadu village.

The residential area near
the Harangi reservoir pop-
ulated by workers who had
come from TamilNadu during
the construction of the dam
has been flooded, rendering
hundreds of them homeless.
Their huts have been washed
away.

Several houses have col-
lapsed due to heavy winds and
showers in Somwarpet taluk

of the district. People in many
villages are abandoning their
homes due to the fear ofland-
slides.

Gruel centres have been
opened to provide succour to
the affected. Roads have gone
underwater, putting residents
at the mercy of coracles to
reach their destinations. Hun-
dreds ofpaddy fieldshavebeen
flooded in these villages.

Many people in the district
started leaving the district af-
ter tremors were experienced.

Several houses have been
flooded at Gonikoppal in the

district following a flood in
the Keerihole stream. The
Gonikoppal-Ponnampet road ,
faces the threat of being sub-
merged.

Several acres of paddy
fields were destroyed by the
overflowin~ Kajur stream in
Shanivarasanthe and nearby
villages.

Coffee estates have also
been waterlogged in the area.
Hoilday has been declared
for schools and colleges in
the district on Friday and
Saturday.
DH News Service
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irport closed till A gu t l~6
Odisha offers financial assistance of~5 crore to Kerala Patnaik offers additional disaster support for relief

\DC CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI, AUG, 16

The Cochin international
airport which is still sub-
merged in flood waters
won't open on Saturday as
expected. A CIAL release
on Thursday said that tile
airport operations have
been temporarily suspend-
ed upto 2 pm, August 26
due to very high flood situ-
arion and with key essen-
tial facilities like runway,
taxiway, apron. NAV aids
are under submerged con-
dition.

The Central government,
in a release, however said
that Tr ivandrum and
Calicut airports are avail-
able for scheduled opera-
tions of the Cochin air-
port. For international
operations, both immigra-
tion and customs facilities
are available 24x7 at these
airports. Trivandrum air-
port can also accornmo-
date wide body aircraft.

"In view of the above and
to cater for the stranded
passengers. scheduled
domestic airlines have
been advised to reschedule
their flights to/from
Cochin to Trivandrum and
Calicut airports till such
time the situation at
Cochin airport returns to
normal," the release said.

"Scheduled domestic
airlines have also been
advised to operate relief
flights to Trivandruml
Calicut [or passengers of
diverted flights, who have
landed at Bangalore,
Coimbatore and Chcnnai
on August 15 morning
_t.<Ii ()odn'm," 'It sa'n'!.

AJI scheduled domestic
airlines have been advised
to ensure that airfares for
flights to/from Trivandr-
urn and Cali cut airports
ik, I!..~'<!k '!K~Is-~ "'" ~
mal level proportionate to
sector distance so that
travelling public is not
inconvenienced.

Flights of foreign air-

hi

People (left) being rescued from a flood-affected region following heavy monsoon rainfall, in Kochi on Thursday, A fully-submerged car at
Edappally in Kochi on Thursday as rains battered the city for the second day in succession, - PT!, ARUN CHANDRABOSE

lines viz. Air Arabia,
Emirates, Etihad, Fly
Dubai, Jazeera, Oman Air,
Qatar, Saudia Airlines
and Srilankan have been
rescheduled for Tr iv-
and rum airport.

Foreign airlines viz. Air
Asia Berhad, Gulf Air,
Kuwait Airlines. Malinda,
Scoot, Silk Air and Thai
A ir Asia have suspended
their flights to/from
Cochin.

Meanwhile, the Odisha
government announced a
flnancial assistance of ~5
crore for Kerala, where the
death toll since August 8
has risen to 75.

Chief Minister Naveen
'i"a'tn",!< tallred to 'his
Kerala counterpart
Pinarayi Vijayan over tele·
phone, following which
the financial aid was
announced, the CMO said.

x R1!Jlil.\1j" 'll.'i!<o Q!;ft!li<l!fl:.
any other kind of support
required to tackle the
calamity, as Od isha has
expertise in dealing with
disasters, it said.

35 NDRF TEAMS
SENT AS OPs
SCALED UP
New Delhi, Aug, 16: The
Centre on Thursday decid-
'ed to send 35 more NDRF
teams comprising nearly
1,000 personnel to shore
up relief and rescue oper-
ations in Kerala.

After the meeting of the
National Crisis Manag-
ement Comrhittee (NCMC)
early in the day, the gov-
ernment initially directed
sending 12 fresh teams of
fbe feileral dlsaster COD-
Imgency force to the state
and later decided to airlift
23 more teams in order to
scale up the operations.

NDRF director general
ii.1.Y1~~lk im'A1 'S1&.;m 1t"'>II.
the first 12 teams are
being airlifted from
Ghaziabad (6) and
Vadodara (6) in Gujaral.

-PTI

SC asks Mullaperiyar
panel to reduce water
New Delhi, Aug. 16: Taking note of
the "grave" flood situation in Kerala,
the Supreme Court on Thursday orde-
red the disaster management panel of
the Mullaperiyar Dam to urgently
decide on lowering the water level by
three feet by holding a meeting on
Friday. The direction to the disaster ma-
nagement sub-committee' to reduce the
water level up to 139 feet from the exist-
ing 142 feet came in the backdrop of
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
writing to his Tamil Nadu counterpart
E.K. Palaniswami seeking lowering of
the water-level in the Mullaper iyar dam
in the interest of its safety.

A Deneb of Ch1ef Justice Dipak Misra
and Justice Indu Malhotra considered
the plea for urgent hearing at 2 PM and
decided to hear it on Thursday itself,
observing that the flood situation the
state was "grim and grave". The court
ot;,,~ "-'no ~!lter ~ana:gem1m't'SdtI-
committee of the Mullaperiyar Dam.
set up by the Centre under section
Section 9 of the Disaster Management
Act, to hold an urgent meeting on
Friday. -PTI

Landslide kills 8, fury
continues in Kerala
Thiruvananthapuram/Kochi. Aug.
16: A massive landslide killed eight peo-
ple in Palakkad district of Kerala on
Thursday morning even as there was 110

let-up in the torrential rains in the state
where additional defence teams have
been rushed to scale up rescue and reI ief
operations.

With this, the death toll in the second
spell of monsoon fury since August 8
has risen to 75.

Panic-stricken people in marooned
buildings and high-rise flats sought help
using social media platforms and
patients, including those in rcus, from
various hosuitals were shifted to <;aff'r
pJacr!5 ~ fife flood mrmtimr ~
this morning.

As many as 20 people stranded in a the-
ology seminary were airlifted from
Ranni in the worst-hit Pathanamthitta
district and brought to Thiruvana·
Tfth'llJ1llr.fffi 'by an l'I.ir 'Force 'helicopter.

Kerala Chief Minister, Pmarayi
Vijayan. told reporters here that eight
people lost their lives on Thursday in a
landslide at Nenmara in northern
Palakkad. - PTI

1.S,Sldblr
@lamts~dbl.

This video from this
man's home in
Pattanamthita district,
gives a sense of
#keralafloods situa-
tion .., His family has
moved to the upper
floor of the house,

• PM asked the
Defence ministry to
further step up
relief and rescue
operations across
Kerala which is fac-
ing a severe flood
situation.

NCMC meets;
decides to scale up
relief, rescue ops in
Kerala

Southern
Railways, Kochi
Metro suspend
operations in flood-
hit Kerala
• The CP(M)
appealed to people
of the country
today to contribute
generously to aid
the rescue and
relief operations in
'Kera'a w"hic'h'has
been hit by
unprecedented
floods.
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS: As Kerala reels under
one of the deadliest disasters
in its history, social media is
doubling as a support system
for the official machinery and
the thousands affected across
the state. And it's notjustabout
the hashrag campaigus.

Disrress calls from people
marooned in flooded houses,
spot videos of people calling
out for help, men and women
living abroad posting Goog-
le-mapped locations of aged
parents and requesting evacu-
ation, collection of relief mare-
rial- a good part of the rescue
and rehabilitation effortis also
being supplemented on social
media platforms.

In Parhanamthitta district
where many areas were Ilood-
ed after river Pampa breached
its banks, hundreds posted
videos and messages on social
media to highlight their plight,
leading rescue teams to their
locations. Contact numbers
and locations of the affected
were shared across WhatsApp

The Assam Tribune IGuwahati )
The Times of India ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph IKolkata )
~(QCcIT)

groups, Facebook a.ndTwitter;
Peopleofferedsheltertothe

affected in their homes while
members of voluntary groups
and collectivessrepped in with
offers to help - from food to
fibre boats for evacuation in
flooded areas.

The stategovernment, from
the Chief Minister and minis-
ters to district administrations
and official departments, have
used social media to ensure
that information (qat goes out
is authentic and panic-mon-
gers are kept away. Help also
emerged through keralares-
cue.in, a state government
initiative.

There. however, was also
the staple dose of fake news
and trolls entering the social
media spaces - the inputs
ranging from non-existent
power shutdowns to dam level
alerts to uninformed criticism
of the rescue and rehabilita-
tion operations. Kerala PoLice
said stringent action would be
initiated against people Who
spread hoax.

Two killed in TN rains

Ke~rallaflo(J.ds:Onam holidays for schools in the state rescheduled from August 17to 29

Di tress aIlsmark ocial media stories q~
sb
1q

Reduce water level at ~~
Mullaperiyar dam: sc i·~

.A
held via video-conferencing!15
The court fixed the rnarter forOl
hearingat2PM on Friday. ad

It also asked the Tamil NaduA
and Kerala governments to
cooperate with the NCMC for ei
providing adequate relief tcP<l
the displaced flOOd-affected"
families. During the hearing.~5
Kerala government said tbEJO
water level of the Mullaperiyar
dam should be reduced to 139
feettoensurethattherewasno
safety issue with the barrage
itself.

Kerala resident Russel Rou'l
made a plea before the cou~
seeking a direction to Tamil
Nadu to manage the water lev-
el in the dam.

The Centre, represented by_
Additional Solicitor General
p S Narasirnha, informed th
court that the NCMC head-
ed by Cabinet Secretary ha
heldmeetingonThursdayand
all possible relief was sent to --
the flood-affected people of
Kerala,

(HENNA I,DHNS: Two persons,
including a woman, were killed
in rain-related incidents inVal-
paraiirrCoimbatoredisrricton
Thursday, even as more than
1;200 families were moved to
safetyin Erodedistrictasgush-
ing waters from Bhavani dam
submerged their houses.

With the catchment areas
ofMettur and Bhavani Sagar
dam receiving heavy rains and
the outflow from Krishnara-
jasagar and Kabini reservoirs
touching nearly 21akb cusecs
of water, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment issued a flood alert
to lJ districts asking them to
move people living in low-lying
areas to safety.

Velankanni, 42 drowned
to death in a flash flood that

gushed into her house in Ma-
narnpalli tribal settlement in
Valparai, Vigneshwaran, an
assistant engineer with the
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board,
died after a huge tree fell on
him while he was involved in
clearing the mud slipped on
the roadside.

With MeT department
predicting more rains, the dis-
trict administration declared
holiday for schools on Friday
in Valparai. As public trans-
port came to a grinding halt in
Valparai with the Tamil Nadu
State Transport Corporation
depot coming underwater, the
Coirnbarore district admin-
istration asked tourists not to
visit Anaimalai, Valparai and
Aliyarfor the next three da s,

1II1i111111!1II~lilllilrnlllll!IIIIIIII!llIilliIUIIII"II~illll 'IWIIH lilil) "1~1I1I"111111'IIHlI!lIlItlWIl

Rainfall likely to decrease from today: IMD
The India Meteorological Department said on Thursday
that intense rainfall over Kerala, Karnataka and the ghat
areas of Tamil Nadu was likely to reduce from Friday.
Forecast by the Thiruvananrhapuram MetCentre [or
heavy to very heavy rainfall atone or two places till Friday
and heavy rainfall till Saturday is in place. TheOnam
holidays for schools in the state have been rescheduled
from August 17 to 29 Strongwinds were reported
from Punalur and other parts ofKollam district late
in the evening. The Indian National Centre for Ocean Iq
Information Services has issued a warningofhigh waves in '!JII

the 3.5 m -4 m range till Friday night along the Keralacoasr .ni
between Vizhinjam and Kasaragod and along the coast of .~
Karuataka, from Mangaluru to Karwar. Ii:)
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NEW DElHI. DHNS: The Su-
preme Court on Thursday
asked the disaster manage-
ment sub-committee to con-
sider reducing the water level
up to 139 feet from the existing
142 feet at the Mullaperiyar
Dam, in view of "grave" flood
situation inKerala.

A bench of Chief Justice
Dipak Misra and Justice Indu
Malhotra issued the directive
by holding a meeting ou Fri-
day. Kerala Chief Minisrer Pt-
narayi Vijayan has written to
his Tamil Nadu counterpart
E KPalaniswami for lowering
of the water level in the MuUa-
periyardam.

The meeting of the Nation-
al Crisis Management Com-
mittee (NCMC) and the Chief
Secretaries of Tamil Nadu and
Kerala was ordered to be held,
to deal with the situation.

The court said if the physi-
cal presence of the officials for
meeting cannot be ensured,
then the meeting should be

People being rescued from a flood-affected region following
heavy monsoon rainfall, in Kochi on Thursday. PTI

Houses onthe streets ofValparai, flnoded due to heavy rains r--
in the Nilgiris. DHPHOTO
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Distress signals: A view of a landslip on the Punalur-Sengottai railway stretch in Kallam on Thursday. (Centre) A migrant worker being rescued at Kampanipady in Aluva. The worker, who was holding on to a raft, lost his grip due to strong waves but was saved by
locals. (Right) The Army engineering wing team from Pune arriving at the Thiruvananthapuram airport for rescue operations on Thursday. • c. SURESHKUMAR, THULASI KA"AT & s.GOPAKUMAR
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o let-up in Kerala~~
.j rain woes, 180 dead'
,,, EVACUATION More than 2 lakh people housed in relief camps as troops step up rescue ops

!:IT.~~~!).~~L .
• Ieltersl!lUndustantimes.com

KOCHI: Almost 120 people died
over the past 48hours in the worst
floods to hit Kerala in eight dec-
ades, stateoflicials said, as relief
and rescue workers stepped up
efforts to reach marooned resi-
dents by boats and helicopters in
the state where Prime Minister
NarendraModiarrivedonFriday
to survey the havoc. In some
areas, people fledto their rooftops
to escape water levels reaching as
high as the second floor oftheir
houses.

"Wearetryingourbesttosave
the marooned. Saving lives is our
mainconcernnow.Rescueopera-
tion is going on on a war footing
with more choppers and boats:'
chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan
told a news conference in the
state capital Thiruvananthapu-
ram, adding that more than 15,00>
people had been evacuated in last

'z two days.
:~ Flooding began from August 8
:~ when rains intensified, causing
:~ landslides and swelling rivers
:::;that have swept away buildings.
:: Around 180of the flood-related
:;: deaths have taken place since
:~ then, including the 120lives lost
:~ in the past two days.
:: Vijayansaidabout223,OO>peo-
:~ ple were taken to 1,568 relief

camps.
Hours later, Vijayan said in a

tweetthat 324lives had been lost
in the heavy rainfall and floods
that have battered Kerala.

CONTINUEDONP6

• People wait for aid on the roof of a house in a flooded area of Kerala on Friday. REUrnIS

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu farmers say
they have no water to irrigate fields
(HENNA!: About 170,000cusecs of
water have been released from
the full-to-capacityMetturdam
into the Cauvery this year but
farmers in Tamil Nadu's Cudda-
lore and Nagapattinam districts
claim that they are not getting
enough to irrigate their fields.

The farmers,livingin the dis-
tricts close to the tail end of the
Cauvery, have been complaining

that most of the water is simply
draining into the Bay of Bengal
in the absence ofa check dam in
Nagapattinam district andinad-
equate desilting of the network
of canals that branch out from
the river and lead into the fields.

"After reaching Mukkombu
in Trichy, the Cauvery splits into
the Kollidam, Cauvery, Vennar
rivers and the Grand Anicut

canal. Ofthese, Kollidam is the
widest, which can carry 400,000
cusecs ofwater. As ofnow, about
150,00>cusecsis flowing into the
Kollidam. But we are stillstrug-
glingto get water for cultivation
in 60,000 acres in the tail-end
region," Elankeeran Veeramani,
secretary of the Cauvery Delta
Farmers' Association, toldHT.

"P10
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L

Maro.oned: Flood,,;,aters inundating a village in Kodumudi in Erode district
on Friday .• M. GOVARTHAN
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Landslips, rain hamper
rescue work in Kodagu
.~avyto be deployed in Karnataka district; 1,500 shifted to relief centres so far
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

It is-a race against time for
people trapped amid land-
slips even as rescue opera-
tions in Kodagu on Friday
continued to be hindered by
inclement weather.

In view of the gravity of
the situation, the Navy will
be deployed in the district.
Naval personnel from Kar-
war are expected to join the
rescue mission on Saturday.

The use of helicopter was
hampered by intermittent
rain, prolonging the uncer-
tainty of several people
trapped at Mukkodlu, Heb-
bageri, Kattakeri, Yemmath-
alu, Meghathalu, and sur-
rounding villages that have
been marooned.

Many villages cut off
There were reports of sever-
allandslips in the hilly areas
on Friday as well and a large
number of people are re-
ported missing. Additional

Daring rescue: Nearly200 villagers were rescued inan operation at Jodupala in Kodagudistrict
of Karnatakaon Friday. ·SPECIALARRANGEMENT

Deputy Commissioner Pra-
veen Kumar told The Hindu
that many villages were still
cut off owing to landslips
though 1,500 people had
been shifted to relief centres
so far. An Army contingent,
which is in Kodagu since
Thursday night, has been

drafted for rescue and relief
operations, supplementing
the efforts of the State Disas-
ter ReliefForce.

The Army personnel have
brought sophisticated equip-
ment for rescue and relief
work, besides moving in
food, according to Relief

Commissioner Gangaram
Baderia.

A report from Hassan said
as many as 12 railway staff
stuck amid heavy rain and
landslips at Yedakumari rail-
way station in the Western
Ghats were rescued on
Friday.
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Kerlli1flshermen·in over 100 boats j in rescue ops
OckhiPayback?
Many Spending
Own Money To
Save Flood-Hit

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Thiruvananthapuram: Kera-
la fishermen who had borne the
travails of cyclone Ockhi last
year are setting a new model in
rescue mission, in what could be.
an act of repayment for the care
they had received when Ockhi
wreaked havoc.

In more than 100 country
boats, fishermen from Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Ernakulam, Kol-
lam and Alappuzha have joined
the rescue mission in the flood-
hit areas. Kerala Swanthantra
Matsyathozhilali Federation

People in Aluvabeing taken to a
relief camp in a boat on Friday

has set up regional centres to co-
ordinate the mission. Each
team on the field has been as-
signed a leader who has been di-
rected to work with revenue au-
thorities, police and disaster
management team.

The twin-engine country
boats made of wood are helpful
in places with strong undercur-
rent and unexpected flow of wa-
ter. "It can go through any nar-
row lane. We have the driver, the

path guide and a helper on
board. In addition, we can ac-
commodate 10 people. A mini-
mum depth of 50 centimetres is
enough for the boat to'move and
we are equipped with wooden
poles to traverse ahead safely,"
said Jack Mandela, a fisherman
who is part of a rescue team
fromVeli.

While in some cases, the fish-
ermen have been supported by
the local police,in many places,
they are shelling out their own .
money. Each boat is equipped
with fuel, drinking water, life
jackets and search lights. " It's
time to express our gratitude for
all the help we have received
during Ockhi. Many of the fish-
ermen who are taking part in
rescue operations have forsa-
ken their daily jobs," said T Pe-
ter, the forum general secretary
at the National Fish Workers.

Submit rep rt on resc e and
rehab 0pSt SC tells Kera a

New Delhi: Ina departure from the past, the Supreme
Court on Fridayrefused to monitor rescue and
rehabilitation measures inflood-battered Keralabut
asked the state chief secretary to submit a report
within a week on steps taken to provide relief to people.
Refusing to comment on Kerala government's
assertion that itwas undertakfng rescue and
rehabilitation efforts on a massive scale, a bench ofCJI
DipakMisra and Justice DYChandrachud said, "We
would likean affidavit to be filed by Keralachief
secretary detailing the steps taken on disaster
management and for the purpose of rescue and
rehabilitation measures."

The bench said it was of the view that "the situation
caused bythe floods inKerala requires to be addressed
with focus, concentration and efficiency byall
concerned, both at the national and state level".
Petitioner Russel Joy's counsel ManojV George said the
Keralagovernment had worsened the flood situation
and did not care for people livingdownstream by
ordering opening of sluice gates of 33dams. TNN

PM leaves for Keralat crisis mgmt
team meets for 2nd straight day
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modileftfor
Keralaon Fridayafternoon to take stock ofthe grim
flood situation across several districts and review the
status of rescue and relief operations. Sources said he
willundertake an aerial survey ofthe flooded areas. It
was also on the PM's instructions that a meeting of the
National Crisis Management Committee was chaired
bycabinet secretary P KSinha for the second straight
day on Fridayto decide.on further assistance to Kerala
Sinha directed the three armed forces forces, Coast
Guard and National Disaster Response Forceto
mobilise additional boats and equipmentfor rescue
and relief in Kerala

The NCMCmembers held a video conference with
the chief secretaries of Keralaand TamilNadu.The
Keralachief secretary requested for motorised boats
to reach marooned flood-hit areas.So far, the Centre
has mobilised deployment of 339motorised boats,
2,800lifejackets, 1,400lifebuoys, 27lighttowers and
1,000raincoats. Cabinet secretary also directed that
emergency medicines may be put on standby. TNN
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Major inflow of water into TNf~
E T B Sivapriyan

TIRUCHI. DHNS: As unprec-
edented rain continues to
pound catchment areas in
Karnataka and reservoirs re-
leasing excess water, low-ly-
ing areas in districts through
which the Cauveryriver passes
inTamilNadu are underwater.

More than 8,400 people
have been moved from their
houses to safety in Namakkal,
Erode, Kanniyakumari, Karur,
Dharmapuri and Tiruchi dis-
tritts, with nearly 21akh cusec
of water being released from
Mettur Dam, which receives
huge inflow from Krishnaraja
Sagar and Kabini dams inKar-
nataka. Incessant rain in Val-
parai in Coimbatore district
affected normal life yet again
on Friday. Many areas in the
townwere under the water and
it was completely cut-off from
rest ofthe district.

In Mukkombu in Tiruchi-

district, where the Cauvery
river splits into two - Cauvery
and Kollidam - one could see
water everywhere. While
63,000 cusec ofwater isbeing
released from Mukkombu into
Cauvery river,the outflow into
Kollidamis1.351akhcusec.

Majority of the water that
is released into Kollidam river
merges into the sea at Poom-
puhar, though some amount
goes to the Veeranam river
that is one of the sources that
meets the drinking needs of
Chennai.

The worst-hit seems to be
Thirumukkudal, a village in
Karur district that falls at the
confluence of three rivers -
Gauver~BhavaniSagarand
Amaravathi - where many
people have been moved to
safety.

The unprecedented re-
lease of water from dams in
Karnataka have flooded many
low-lyingareas on the banks of

Cauvery in Tiruchi with tem-
ple tanks, irrigation tanks, riv-
er, lakes and ponds brimming
with water.

12 districts - Dharrnapu-
ri, Krishnagiri, Salem, Erode,
Karur, Namakkal, Tiruchi,
Pudukkottai, Ariyalur, Than-
javur, Tiruvarur and Nagapa-
ttinam - are already on high
alert and all precautionary
measures have been taken to
evacuate those livinginvulner-
able areas to safety.

"A total of 8,410 people
living in low-lying areas have
been evacuated and moved to
safer places. They have been
provided with all facilitiesand
food," Revenue Minister R B
Udayakumar told reporters at
a press conference inChennai.

He said so far 96 relief cen-
tres have been opened in six
districts and more such cen-
tres have been kept ready in
case of more low-lying areas
coming under water.
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Rain continues to batter
Kodagu, claims 4lives
Massive landslides at many places, rescue ops hit
KODAGU,DHNS:Kodagu dis-
trict isvirtually under siege
as heavy rain continued to
batter the coffee bowl of the
state. Incessant rain claimed
four lives on Friday.

Several hillocks have caved
in, but non-stop rain is ham-
pering- rescue operations.
More than 600 people are
waiting to be airlifted, but heli-
copters could not reach Koda-
gu on Friday due to inclement
weather. Some are feared to
be buried under soilorwashed
away in floods. The airlifting
operations are likely to begin
on Saturday morning from
Mysuru, usingM17 chopper.

According to the district ad-
ministration, 873 people were
brought to safety by 5.30 pm
on Friday. Multiple agencies
such as the army, navy, civil
defence, 1AFand the Nation-
al Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) are involved in the
rescue operations. Teams
of officials from revenue,
health, food and civilsupplies
departments are camping in
vulnerable villages for provid-
ing necessary assistance. The
services ofHAMoperators are
alsobeing utilised.

A 62-year-oldman was bur-
ied alive in his house in a land-
slide at Muvattoklu villageun-
der Madapur gram panchayat
of Somwarpet taluk. The de-
ceased has been identified as
Uttappa alias Sabu. His wife,
who noticed the land caving
in, alerted Uttappa, but he
couldn't rush out in time.

Three were feared dead fol-
lowing a massive landslide at
Jodupala in Sampaje, border-
ingDakshinaKannada district.

98 km of roads

243 government
buildings

58 bridges and culverts

3,006 electrical poles/
transformers

Charge Secretary Kalpanaand
other senior officialsare camp-
ing in the district and oversee-
ing rescue operations.

Telephone services have
been hit and only BSNL net-
work is functional. A large
number of villages are in the
dark asthousands ofelectricity
poles have been uprooted.

Kushalnagar town is par-
tially submerged. As many as
296 houses and two angan-
wadi centres are under water.
Madikeri-Hassan state high-
way is under water following
release of huge quantity of
water from Harangi reservoir.
The hanging bridge at Kanive
Ramalingeshwara temple
where Cauvery and Harang
rivers meet, has been dam
aged.
Related reports, Page 6

Minister UTKhader and Dep-
uty Commissioner Sasikanth
Senthil rushed to the spot and
rescued 180 people. Superin-
tendent of Police Ravikanthe
Gowdasaid one bodyhas been
recovered and two more are
yetto be retrieved.

were reports of landslides on
Madikeri-Mangaluru road and
Mysuru-Bantwal road, ham-
pering movement ofvehicles.
The KSRTC has suspended
services from Mysuru to Kod-
agu. All buses to Kodagu are
terminating at Kushalnagar.

The district witnessed more
landslides due to overnight
rainfall, inundating low-lying
areas. Allmajor roads leading
to Kodagu are blocked.

Revenue Minister RVDesh-
pande, District-in-ChargeMin-
ister SaRa Mahesh, District in

Villages disappear
Several villages have virtual-
ly disappeared in and around
Makkandoor following land-
slides. Kotebetta at Somwar-
pet taluk, too, has started cav-
ing in, raising concerns. There
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I A town looke lik~ an island dottedo,
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with submerged houses and cars and downed coconut trees
The worst floods in nearly a century in Kerala have killed 324 people and pushed over 3 lakh people into relie1

camps, plunging India's trophy state on social indices into a catastrophe. Why it is a never-before crisjs:

An aerial view shows partially submerged houses and a,churchin Kerala on Friday. "In some areas, airlifting is the only option ... thousands are still marooned," chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan said. (Reuters)

_ After 1924, this is the first _ Kerala has rarely seen 40 _ Most of the affected _ Many apartment _ A witness on board a relief _ What Kerala needs most now:
time Kerala is suffering a of the 41 major rivers in spate areas li~eAluva, Ranni, complexes have helicopter in Chengannur Bottled drinking water, dry food such
disaster that covers 13 of Kalpetta and Sulthan sprung up along both town (not in the picture above) as bread and biscuits, baby food, baby
its 14 districts - Never has Kochi, the Bathery are densely banks of the Periyar in the south of the.state told diapers, clothes for people of all ages,

commercial capital, been cut populated. Some river. NRls from the the Reuters news agency: inner wear for men and women, sanitary
off so badly with the airport, rail areas witnessed a Gulf have invested "The town looked likefin napkins, bed sheets, flannels, paracetamo
and road services paralysed construction boom heavily in these island dotted with houses and tablets and pain and cold balms

Tourist magnets like Munnar, and became a apartments and many cars submerged in muody
Wayanad and Alappuzha are preferred destination have moved in after flood waters and downed
completely cut off for the wealthy retirement coconut trees."

_ The state never had to lift the
shutters of 80 dams, including
irrigation dams, as it did this
time.This eventually led to
flooding in the districts

Reporting by K.M. Rakesl

Reports on Page 5 and Metr
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Kerala off red alert but IMD's
rain forecast keeps it on edge
Relief Pours In
From Centre &
States; Toll 196

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Thiruvananthapuram/Kochi:
No red alert was issued for
any of Kerala's rain-ravaged
14 districts for the first time
since August 9, raising hopes
that the lull in downpour sin-
ce Friday wouldn't prove to be
FULL COVERAGE: P 4, 8 & U
deceptive. The India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD),
however, has forecast heavy
rains at several places in Ern-
akulam, Pathanamthitta and
Alappuzha districts.

On Saturday; aid came po-

Anaerial view of the flooded Kochiairport on Saturday

uring in from the Centre as are in 3,466 relief camps. The
well as several states. 22 deaths reported during the

The flood toll since August day were in Ernakulam, Thr-
9now stands at196 with 22 mo- issur, Idukki, Pathanamthit-
re deaths reported in the state ta and Chengannur districts.
on Saturday.

Currently; 6,61,887 people ~Continued on P 8

PM announces ~5OOcr
more in aid for state
PM Narendra Modi

announced an additional
Rs500crore inaid. Healso
directed insurance companies
to hold special camps for
assessment and timely release
of compensation to the affected
families/ beneficiaries under
social security schemes. P8

RBI adviser hints at
wrath of Sabarimala
5Gurumurthy, RBIadviser

and co-convener of RSS'
economic wing, was trolled on
Twitter for suggesting that
Sabari mala was getting
flooded because of the sc's
decision to permit women into
the temple. P8
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Not in goodtaste. Didn't expect
this one from you. Helping the
stranded people is the need of
the hour. If you can help in
some way,do itplease."

SC lawyer Indira Jaising
shot back, "Mr Gurumurthy,
read the Constitution: Funda-
mental Duties Ar 5lA (h)-du-
tytodevelopascientifictemper.
You're inciting people of Kera-
lawho havelostlovedones tore-
volt in the name of religion &
threatening SC. Withdraw
your tweet immediately and
read up on climate change."

Gurmurthy tried to peddle
back saying, "What I said is
this: If there is even one in a
million chance of a link be-
tween the case and the rains,
people - repeat people -
would not like the case decided
against Ayappan. It is about
people's belief: For the info of
all I am not an Ayyappa devo-
tee,going to Sabarimala."

Odisha to see heavy rain for th
20 Have Died In
Flash Floods In
State This Year

days: IMD~~I;
I adviser: Women's entry

in Sabarimala caused deluge
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha
government on Saturday
sounded an alert for the south-
ern and coastal districts of the
state following IMD forecast·
that these areas will experi-
ence heavy rain for three days
starting Sunday. Twenty peo-
ple have died so far in flash
floods in the state this year.

AnIMD-Bhubaneswar bul-
letin said a cyclonic circula-
tion over the northwest Bay of
Bengal was likely to intensify
in a low pressure area in next
24 hours. Under its influence,
heavy rain is likely to occur in
many districts - including Ga-
japati, Ganjam, Puri, Khurda,
Nayagarh, Balasore, Cuttack,
Rayagada, Kalahandi, Kand-
hamal, Nabarangpur and Ba-
langir -in next 48hours.

"The intensity of rain will

BOULDERSFAll 0 TRACKS I r.' Heavyrain inparts of the state led to a portionofa
hillockcollapsingon a railwaytrack near YedakumeriinSakleshpurtaluk inthe WesternGhatson the
Subrahmanya-Sakaleshpurtrain route on Saturday.Rainin Karnataka'sMalnadregionbecame moderate
onSaturday,helpingthe Army,policeand NDRFpersonnelstep up rescue work.CMHDKumaraswamy,
whovisitedflood-hitMadikeri,promisedthe displacedadequate helpto rebuildtheir lives.Hesaid the
state governmentwouldpay5 lakhto the next of kinof those who lost their livesinthe floodsthat ravaged
Kodagudistrict.TheCMsaid 2,500peoplehad been evacuated so far and movedto reliefcentres

reducefromTuesday,"saidHR baneswar. The IMD advised
Biswas, director of IMD-Bhu- fishermen against venturing

into deep sea in north-west and
west-central Bay of Bengal .

..........................................................r"1-"""---

Ri1thel.Chitra@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: RBI advisor and
co-convener of Swadeshi Ja-
gran Manch, the RSS' econom-
ic wing, S Gurumurthyon Sat-
urday found himself at the re-
ceiving end on Twitter for sug-
gesting on the social media
forum that Sabarimala is get-
ting flooded because of the Su-
preme Court's decision to per-
mitwomenintothetemple.

Gurumurthy tweeted: "Su-
preme Court judges may like to
see if there is any connection
between the case and what is
happening in Sabarimala.
Even if there is one in aniillion
chance of a link people would
not like the case decided
against Ayyappan."

The twitterati immediately
liked and retweeted the re-
sponses of people like Mani-
kandan, who said, "Don't link
this with any religious issue.
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- -A flooded stretch in Kochi, the commercial capital of Kerala, on Saturday. As many as 33 deaths were reported in the state on Saturday, taking beyond 350 the total toll since May-end. (AFP picture) • See Page 4 and Metro
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loud on 3 districts, 6 dead, in
K.M.RAKESH

Bangalore: Three districts in
Kerala are bracing for more
rain at a time some other parts
of the state appear to be slowly
emerging out oflbe flood crtsis
that has taken more than 350
lives since end-May,

Rain was forecast in
Pathanamthitta, Idukki and
Ernakulam on a day the flood-
waters receded in a few places
but continued to hinder res-
cuers elsewhere,

One of the 33 people report-
ed dead on Saturday was a
local rescue team member
who drowned near Aluva in
Ernakulam.

• V,D, Satheesan, ConllTes~
MLA from Paravur, said six
people who had taken refuge
at St Xavi ' Church at
Kulbiathodu in Paravur, Er-
nakulam district.had died on
Thursday night.

"But I got to know about
Ibis only today," Salbeesan
told The Telegraph on Satur-
day. The church wall had ap-
parently collapsed under Ibe

People being rescued from flood-affected regions of Kochi and taken to shelter camps in ~cks on Saturday. (PTl)

l'fl'ss~oflbeflOQdwaters, MLA Saji Cherian had broken There was no immediate water levels had risen two-
Salheesan pleaded for 'he- down on live television while confirmation how much of stoftl'Yhfgh in some places, has

lp: "We haven't even got a bag pleading for helicopters to be this had reached the flood vie- begun limping back to normal-
of rice, No one has, 80 far he- sent to airlift ••>tftoosands tirns since Ibere was no way of ity wilb a dry spell but newer
lped Paravur, Bodies are still marooned in his constituency. communicating with them. ""¥S have beensubmerged.
lying in the church," he said, Rescue teams heeded his State police's special VaikkominKotlayamdis-

Another church wall had appeal and concentrated branch reported 12 dealbs in hie! was flooded, as were T,V.
collapsed in neighbouring much oflbeir efforts on Chen- Chengannur on Saturday, Puram on the road to Ernaku-
Aluva on Friday, fracturing gannur, Alappuzha, on Satur- wilb at least three bodies lam and Thalayolaparambu
the arm of a man who had day, wilb MI-l? helicopters found floating in thefloodwa- on the road to Kottayam. The
taken shelter Ibere. dropping aboutiwo tonnes of ters. rescuers are likely to focus on

On Friday, Chengannur food packets. Chalakudy, where Ibe Ibeseareas on Sunday.

The spectre of another
wave of flooding loomed large
on Aluva, where thousands
lire still marooned, wilb dams
in Idukki once again opening
their sluice gates because of
rising inflow.

District authorities in
Alappuzha have gotlbe rescue
teams to evacuate all the flood-
affected families in the Kut-
tanad backwater area.

Massive evacuations were
carried out also along both ba-
nks of the Pampa, as the Kakki
Dam raised its shutters from
70cm to seem, The rescued pe-
ople were moved to relief ca-
mps in the higher reaches.

Air India test flight
;>;if India on Saturday said its
subsidiary, Alliance Air, had
operated a non-commercial
flight to Kochi'snaval base to
confirm the feasibility of oper-
ating flights with turboprops
to evacuate people, The flight
from Bangalore had landed at
Koehl at l2.40pm and the re-
turn flight had taken off at
l.45pm.

RKMission
school

turns relief
camp

K1NSUKBASU

Calcutta: The headquarters
of the Ramalcrishna Math and
Mission in Belur has instruct-
ed its centres in Kochi, Thiru-
vananlbapuram and 'P. Nagar
in Chennai to send monks to
join the flood relief operations
at its centres in Koyilandy,
Kozhikode, Thiruvalla and
Thrissur.

Math sources said over
2,800 people had taken shelter
at the Kaladay centre of the
Math and Mission, and the
monks were struggling to
meet the demand forreliefma-
terials, which were getting
stuck on the way.

"Our Kaladay centre is al-
most three feet under water,
There is no electricity," said
Swami Suvirananda, general
secretary of the Ramakrishna
Math and Mission,

"Our ash.ram's school bas
been 'converted into a relief
camp. Some 2,800 have been
accommodated here."

Senior monks working at
the Malb and Mission centre
in Ernakulam district said
there was a huge need for
blankets, mats, sanitary items
and milk powder.

With Ibe Puma river
breaching its banks, the area
faces the threat of an enteric
outbreak, and the monks have
decided to bring in medicines
from nearby centres to distrib-
ute them among molbers and
children.

"One of our trucks carry-
ing relief materials is stuck in
Koohi," said Swami Bodhsar-
ananda, one of the assistant
secretaries of the Math and
Mission,

~ monk distributes aid
to Ibe flood victims
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Homeless and hopeless, those stranded ~~~
on hills wait for rescuers with bated breath
MADIKERI: Hit by the trauma
of floods and having lost their
houses in front of their own
eyes, the people ofKodagu have
been finding a way out to save
their lives. While some have

, abandoned their homes out
of fear and have been search-
ing for places of shelter, many
others are still stranded on the
hills,desperately waiting for the
floods to recede. There is no ac-
cess to food in remote areas.

Hundreds ofpeople were res-
cued by the disaster manage-
mentteam, comprising military
personnel on Saturday.

Kaveramma, who has been
sheltered in the gruel centre at
Omkara Sadana, said she was
dwelling on the hill at in Mak-
kandur.

Her family members, who
were preparing to go to work
as usual on Thursday morning,
witnessed a couple oflandslides
on the hill.Anticipating trouble,
the family members rushed out
of the house grabbing the nec-
essary items and reached the
other side ofthe hill.Therewere
hundreds ofpeople from several
other families too, who ran out
of their houses.

Another labourer woman

+ •

Residents salvage their goods as water from the Mulasoge river gushed into their houses
at Kushalanagar in Kodagu district on Saturday. DH PHOTO

Leela said that they had built
a house in 1991, after lot of of
effort. The entire hill on which
the house was built has been
washed away.

Pranit, studying in class 9,
said the whereabouts of one of
his friends were not known. He
said his friend was living with
his mother. "Please help me find
him;'hesaid.Pranitisnowatthe
gruel centre.

Thousands ofhectares of cof-
fee plantations in Makkandur,
Haleri, Galibeedu, Hattihole,
Eradane Monnangeri, Jodu-
pala, Tantipala, Meghatal and
Mokkodlu, have been washed
away.

Local peoplefeartheworstas
Kotebetta and Pushpagiri hills
face the threat of collapse. Peo-
ple of Madapura, Muvattoklu,
Shirangalli, Garvale, Kikkar-•• •

a1li,Takeri and Shantalli have
been spending sleepless nights.
Hopingtofindasuitableshelter,
theyare bound forMadikeri. All
gruel centres are packed.

It has been estimated that
more than 1,000 houses have
collapsed and thousands ofpeo-
pie have been displaced in the
district. Several villages have
been washed away completely.
DH News Service
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The rescue operations in
flood-ravaged Kerala
entered the last phase with
week-long rains largely abat-
ed and daily death toll slid-
ing to 16. Rehabilitation
work gained momentum
with the Centre set to send
cereals and medical items
amid increased participation
of governmental bodies and
voluntary organisations,

The death toll touched 210
on a day several riverine
towns and villages resur-
faced from the deluge.
Waste disposal became the
area of focus, with more
people returning to their
homes littered with muck
even as 5,645refugee camps
housed 7.25 lakh displaced
in the disaster.

Red alert has been with-
drawn in all 14districts. Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said most of the state's 39
darns had begun shutting
more of their sluice gates.
Most of the marooned had
been rescued and the focus
would now be on rehabilita-
tion, he added.

Road traffic resumed partly
on vital roads like national
and state highways, while the
Railways announced it
wouldn't charge freight if the
consignment to Kerala was
relief material.

Most of the 23,213rescued
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SREEVALSAN THlYYADI

Seven years after he submit-
ted a detailed report that pre-
scribed ways to conserve Ker-
ala's Western Ghats,
renowned ecologist Madhav
D Gadgil is aggrieved again
that his 2011 study of the
'fragile' mountain ranges
met with total stonewalling
from administrators.

The expert's worst fears
have corne true: the southern
state is battling its fiercest
floods in a century.

At age 76 and away in
Maharashtra's Pune along
the northern stretch of the
same 1,600-krn mountains
also called Sahyadri, Gadgil
told The Tribune that he feels
for the people of God's Own
Country where he had
worked intensively for a year
as the head of a Centre-

1 deputed committee on envi-
ronmental protection.

Its task was three-fold: com-
.,....~ 210 dead --~~--18trains pile information on the biodi-

sinceAug8andmore w::=..w cancelled,9 versity hotspot that is the
than400sinceMay 29 partiallycancelled Ghats, develop a geo-spatial

1-------------1-1 ----------11 database and interact with
7,24,649lakh ef3 000 government bodies as well asi' civil-societygroups.

•••• in 5,645 reliefcamps ~each~ The nine-member Gadgil
22,000MORE RESCUED inrescueops panel recommended a regula-

~ - -- - I· - tion on natural exploitationakh l and concrete construction
~~. along the Kerala stretch ofthe

r::u..~. ""ntiIu!:it be divid-

NDRF personnelrescue residentsinAlappuzhaonSunday.PTl

BATTLING THE DELUGE

COULD BE NEXT

Goa, of course, does
not have Westem Ghats
which are so high as in
Kerala, but I am sure Goa
will also experience all
sorts of problems ...
reason for not taking any
environmental precaution
is purely greed
Madhav 0 Gadgil, ECOLOGIST

ed into three zones and con-
served with separate levels of
intensity. None of it yielded a
positive response from the
then Oommen Chandy
regime.What's more, protests
arose against those homilies
made public in 2012,following
which another committee
headed by scientist KKasturi-
rangan effectively muted the
Gadgil recommendations by
preparing a watered-down
version in October 2013.
'~ost every political party,
had its interest in scuttling
our recommendations.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7



Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section

*******

West Block II, Wing No-5
R K Puram, New Delhi - 66.

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&RlRM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

Ene!: As stated above.

Deputy Director TD Dte, & p~ion Division
./

r:

~\1

~afY'

SPA~(PUb'icityf2'91 ~ 2Y1S

~

-

.·:~::in.r9I:-n8JionQf.Chairman &Mc· '.i2s'r '·'-'jP1Qc~.R/R.M.LCWC and all cQr' ,<?rr.'
upioaded at \-V\.'y·,v,('.wc.nic.in

-



News iterruletterrartlc+e/edrtorta: published on It ·08 20/,9
Hindustan Times Nav Sharat Times (Hindil
Statesman Punjab Keshan (Hindi) .
The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu
Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle
Hindustan (Hindi) Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhaglrath(English)& Publicitv Section, cwe.

es
ABHISHEK WAGHMARE
New Delhi, 17 August

The Great Deluge of 99 - or
991e vellapokkam - is how
Kerala remembers. through

oral history. the horrors of the flood
of 1924 {1099 in Malayalam Era).
regarded as the worst in the recorded
history of the region. Kerala was not
a state then.

Unprecedented rain this week in
some districts of Kerala have left the
state-in the worst flood situation of
the century, The flowofwater in some
stretches of the Periyar was 1.800
cubic metres - or about one swim-
ming pool of water - per second.
almost equal to that recorded in 1924-
as recorded by the colonialists. state
officials said.

The impossibility of predicting the
intensity of a deluge beforehand. the
rise in extreme rainfall events since
the second half of 20th century, and
the dearth of inter-state cooperation
when it comes to water disputes have
manifested into yet another disaster.
reminiscent of the Uttarakhand cloud
burst and havoc of2013 and Chennai
floods of 2016.

"Kerala is facing its worst flood in
100 years. 80 dams opened, 324 lives
lost and 223.139people are in about
1500+ relief camps;" chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan tweeted later in the
day.However.giventhe intensity ofthe
rain. at least a third of this crisis could
have been averted. had Tamil Nadu
(TN)heeded to the requests ofKerala,

The Mullaperiyar darn. situated in
Kerala but in the possession of TN.
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(Above) Rescue workers search for bodies of missing persons after a landslide, triggered by heavy
rain and flood, at Nenmara In Palakkad In Kerala on FrIday. (Left) People are airlifted by <heNavy

------'"'" during a rescue operatlon at a flooded area pn/REUTERS

has the permission to maintain full
reservoir level at 142feet of the darn
wall. as mandated by the Supreme
Court. But Kerala, in its submission to
SC had asked to make 139 feet the
upper limit.

Had the TN government started
releasing water from the dam into
Kerala when it had reached the criti-
callevel of139 feer. the full blown cri-
sis could have been averted to some
extent, officials said.

"The three feet make a lot of dif-
ference. They contain 792 million
cubic feet of water, which when
released translates into a flow of
about 9.000 cubic feet per seconds
(cusecs), which got added to the flow
caused by the rain," a senior official
from the water resources depanment

of Kerala told Business Standard.
Mullapedyar dam releases its

water slowly into the Vaigai,and most
of it, and at a faster rate. into the
Idukki darn, where ralnfali was the
heaviest. This flooded the already
full-to-brim Idukki dam. which
releases water into the Periyar basin,
where most of the casualties have
occurred.

A flow of 36.000 cusecs was
recorded in parts of the Periyar on
August 15. almost the highest ever.
"The flow on August 16 was definite-
ly more than that. but we await offi-
cial figures," said an official,

Keeping the 3-feet buffer for the
purpose of flexibility in times of flood
in the Mullaperiyar could have
improved the flood manoeuvring

ability of the water. and averted the
crisis, at least to some extent.

The apex court. hearing a petition
from a Kerala resident, ordered the
release of the water on Friday.But this
would have worked only as a preven-
tive and not a curative measure, offi-
cials said. The northern district of
Idukkiin Kerala recorded a massive 68
cm rainfall in a week to August 15,
which is equivalent to two-thirds of
the annual national average rainfall
in India The state, as a whole, received
30 per cent more rainfall than normal
in that week. and the downpour did
not stop untli the night of August 16.

The normal mark of seasonal rain-
fali of June-September had already
been crossed as early as till August
16.in 11of the 13districts in the state.

Idukki has received almost twice the
rainfall it received till date,

Scientists from Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM). Pune,
have. since the 2005 deluge of
Mumbai, shown from their research
that there isan "alarming" rise in both
the number and the intensity of
extreme rainfall events in India, as a
result of climate change.

"The inter-annual variation of
extreme ralnfali in a single day shows
highly significant rising trend during
1951-2007.The unprecedented rain-
fallon 26-27 July 2005 over the
Mumbai Metropolitan city appears to
be a realisation of this long-term
trend:' Ashwini Ranade and
Nityanand Singh of the IITMnoted in
a 2010 study.
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PM gives f5 bn immediate assistance; rain intensity may reduce soon
T E NARASIMHAN & GIREESH BABU
Chennai, 18 August

nprecedented flooding trig-
gered by torrential rain in
Kerala had inflicted a loss of
about U95 billion on the state's

economy, ChiefMinister Pinarayi Vijayan
informed Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who took stock of the situation on
Saturday.

At least 324'people havebeen killed in
rain and flood-related incidents, while
223,139sheltered in 1,500 relief camps.
The casualty figure was expected to go
up, sources said. .

Red alert was issued for 11districts for
Saturday. Heavy rainfall was predicted
for the day in all districts except
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and
Kasaragod, said the chief minister. .

The India MeteorologicalDepartment -
(IMD)said the intensity of rainfall in the -'.:.:r:::;:;~~~~~",~;;;.
state would reduce in the next two to
three days. "Kerala is not expected to Rescue personnel evacuate peoplefrom Aluva,Kerala. on Saturday
receive heavy rainfall from August 20,"

_k <;~;(' Nritunjay Mohap.atra, additional
,i·;.::-rcr general, !MD.He said the state
received 170per cent more precipitation
than the normal between August 1 and
August 17.

The prime minister announced ~5bil-
lion as immediate financial assistance,
in addition to ~1 billion announced by
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh last
Sunday, after a high-level reviewmeeting
in Koehl, followed by an aerial survey of
the worst-hit Aluva-Thrissur regions.

Vijayan thanked the Centre for the
financial aid, but critics slammed thePM
on the social media and compared his

PHOTO: REUTERS

.expe .',;",anI.);.;!: ,11 rips r:r~aadvertising
with the relief package for Kerala. The
state had sought ~20 billion from the
Modi government for relief and rehabili-
tation. .

Modi said his government was pro-
viding all possible assistance to Kerala,
including food grain ana medicines. He
directed the National Highways
Authority of .India (NHAIt NTPC, and
.PGCILto cater to the basic infrastructure
needs of the people in the wake of the
floods.

"NDRFteams, companies of the BSF,
CISFand RAP are deployed in the state

for rescue and relief operations. The Air
Force, Army, Navy and Coast Guard are
assisting operations in different parts of
-Kerala.Rescuing those who are trapped
remains the topmost priority:' Modipost-
ed oil.Twitter.

"I salute the people ofKerala for their
fighting spirit. 1compliment the author-
ities for their efforts in this adverse situ-
ation," he said in another tweet.

Turn to Page 4.
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CRISIL'S ·DRIP
FOU STATESREEt FROM WEAK RAIN

4
Covering l..

Groundnutand soybean
.continue to see stress,
bajra now under pressure

All-Indiarainfallhasimprovedslightlyin
theweekendedAugust15with

...••••••.. cumulativeprecipitationat9
percentbelowthelong-
periodaverage(LPA),
compared tolOpercentin

theprecedingweek.Butthe
situationatthestatelevelhas

deteriorated. Rain has swampedKerala. with
1l0fits14districts recordingexcess.Yet,
Gujarat,Haryana, BiharandBengal continue
to see deficiencyat18-26per centoftheLPA.
Madhya Pradesh (MP)andRajasthanjoined
them last week. Thesesixarernajor kbarif-
growingstates.Butrainfall volumedataalone
is notsufficientFor acomprehensiveview,it's
importanttoweigh it againstirrigation levels.

CRlSn:sDeficientRainfallImpact
Parameter, or DRIP, doesjustthat. Thebigher
the CRlSJl.DRIPscore, the more adverse the
impact of deficient rain. This is especially
evident from the case ofHaryana, which has,
through most of this season, seen deficiency
of above12 per cent, buttheDRIPscorehas
stayed low because it is well-irrigated. This
week's DRIP results highlighthighstressin
Gujarat, MP,Rajasthan and Bengal. In these,
DRIP scores arehigherthan thoseoflastyear
as well as above the past five years' average.

Among the previous "zel'..'s h~' <)1~'rcssed
states,APisoutbecaus.etherainsituation
there has improved. WbileRajasthanhas
joined thelist, MP,Gujaratand WestBengal
have not moved. TheDRIP scores forthree
crops are high compared t02017 and the past
fiveyears' average. TIieseare groundnut
(cultivated in rain-deficient states of
Rajasthan and Gujarat), soybean (Rajasthan
·andMP) and bajra (Rajasthanand Gujarat).
Here,soybeanandgroundnuthave
continued to seestressfor2-3weeks. Jowar
and rice also show some stress, with scores
lower than or atparwith pastaverages, but
higherthan in2017. The situation isyetto
evolve. Rain in August is as critical tokharif as
that in July, so alotdepends on what
happens in the next two weeks.L~~--------~====~_

State-wise DRIP scores
2017 "2018 Averageoflast5 years
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T.N;·refuses toreduce
Mullaperiyar level, \l

Dangerous surge
Inflow into Mullaperiyar dam has been rising dramatically. The
drawal of water by Tamil Nadu as well as the surplus outflow

. (released -to Kerala through vents) has also been increased,

. Date Water level Inflow Drawal by Surplus outflow ;~
----- ----,-:..: (ft) (cusses) T.N. (cusecs) --to Kerala (cus&S)""':

..23,397
••••.•••!,•••.••__ ." ••••

16,984

Aug.13 135.3 2,177 2,20D
...... _-.-._._- - _._ ..- - - ~ ~.. -._-.._-._-_ _-,._.

Aug.14 136.1 4,419 - 2,200
~uc9.:,.~s::~~?T:-'-16~6i9'" . 2.20~.... ...-- -.

Aug.16 142.225,733' ....!.:.3,.~~.
Aug.1.714iji9;3iii"··c 2,336-,

READINGSTAKEN AT 6 A.M. EVERY DAY

a large amount of water .inan
"emergency. They refused;'
said a person at the meeting.

"However, more than a
scientific requirement, re-
leasing water by a few feet
would give psychological re-
lief to Kerala, given that the
Situation is volatile and misin-
formation is rife," he added,

. JACOB KOSHY
NEWDELHl

Tamil Nadu has "dissented"
from an advisory issued by a

. Supreme Court-nominated
expert committee to reduce
water storage in the Mullape-
riyar dam by ,two to three
feet. '
. As of Friday morning, wa-
ter ill the dam bad risen to
141.2feet; just a few inches 'Set a precedent'
.short of the 142-feet ceiling Another official at the meet-

..•mandated by an existing SC lug told The Hindu that Tamil
order, a Water Resources Mi- "Nadu had dissented because
nistry official present at the they were afraid it would "set
meeting said. a precedent - ofthe State be-

The meeting in Delhi was ing forced to release water in
.attended by senior officials the future too if demanded by
from the Union Water Re- Kerala," Moreover, with the
sources Ministry, Central Wa- . Idukki dam downstream also
ter Commission, Chief Secre- ~ now having released water,
taries of Kerala and Tamil more water from the Mulla-

. Nadu and State water board periyar coiIld worsen Kerala's
officials. floodproblems, the Tamil Na-

-du officials reportedly .ar-
'More rain' gued. The Hindu couldn't in-
"Tamil Nadu was advised to dependently verify this.
reduce water by 2-3 feet, as a "Ultimately, Kerala and 'I'a-
-sort of cushion, in case of -milNadu have to abide by the
sudden heavy rains in the Supreme Court order but Ta-
coming days and that it was -rriilNadu has said its dissent
impossible to rapidly release' be recorded," an officialsaid .

• \ • . I
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
17AUGUST

Asa mtI.rderousmonsoon
savaged Kerala claiming

, 106liveson asingle dayyes-
terday, the state plunged
deeper into misery today
withhospitalsfacingsbort-
age ofnxygen and fuelsta-

- tionsrunningdry,officials
said.The deadliest deluge
in close t.o a century has
claimed 174 lives since
Augusta, and dealtabody
blow to the scenic state,

, wreckingitstourismindus-
try, destroying standing
crops 'in -thousands of
hectares andinflictinghuge
damage to infrastructure.

Personnel of the three
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services,besidestheNafion-
alDisasterResponse Force
(NDRF)resumed the gigan-
tic task of evacuatingpeo-
ple stranded.on.rooftops,
bighlands wherebills came
crashing DOwn blocking
roads and cutting them
offthe rest oftheworld, and
those marooned invillages
that have turned into
islands.

Hundreds of people,
including 'women, chil-
drenand the elderlytrapped
ill places inaccessible by
boatswerewincbed up by
defence helicopters and.
shifted to safety.

TV channels t.e1ecast
disturbing visuals of a
woman ill labour being
pulled up with the help of

arope dropped down-from
aNavy chopper, swinging
violently in the air.

The woman, whose
amniotic sacwasruptured,
was shifted to-aNavy hos-
pital where she gave birth
t.o a baby boy. Both <the
.mother and the child are
doing fine, officials said.

Desperate non-resident
Keralites from Australia,
the US and the UK were'
making fervent pleas to
authorities through tele-
vision channels seeking
help for.their.dear ones.

Soumyafrom Australia
said her parents and their .
relatives were stranded in

Aluvaforthepast twodays.
Another said.an elderly
relativeMaryVarghesewas
badly inneed ofan oxygen
cylinder and her condi-
tion was worsening.

In aWhatsApp video, a
stranded woman with her
6- year-old child was seen
pleadingfor he1p."Wehave
no foodorwater,Pleasebelp
us."Prime MinisterNaren-
draModi arrivedinKerala
tonight and IS likely to
undertake an aerial survey
tomorrow. '

PTJ adds from Ben-
galuru:TheApnyhasjoined
operations to rescue peo-
ple stranded duetofloods
andlandslides in rain -bat-
tered Kodagu districtbor-
deringKerala,officialssaid.
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There is immense trade and investment potential in the Mekong countries. Closer
collaboration between India and the Mekong region in trade promotion activities, customs
inspections, sanitary and photo-sanitary support, clearance regulations to address trade
bottlenecks and reg,ional supply chains can create a ~in-win situation for all stakeholders

The ninth Mekong-Ganga
Cooperation Meeting
was held in Singapore on
August 2. The conference

was preceded by the lOth MGC
Senior Officials Meeting- (SOM)
on August 1. Trre meeting was
co-chaired by Don Pramud-
winai, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Kingdom of Tbailand and
Gen V.K. Singh (Retd.), Minister
of State for External Affairs.
Senior ministers from Cambo-
dia, Laos PDR, Myanmar and
Vietnam also attended the meet-
ing.

The Mekong-Ganga Coop-
eration was established on
November 10, 2000, at Vientiane:
Laos, at the First MGC Ministeri-
al meeting. It comprises six
member-countries -lndia, Thai-
land, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos
and Vietnam. The four areas of
cooperation are tourism, culture,
education, and transportation.
The organisation takes its name
from the Ganga and the Mekong,
two large rivers in the region.
Since its inception as a sub-
regional group of six countries,
India has attached the greatest
importance, and this has achi-
eved tremendous success and
resonance. The Mekong and the
Ganga river basins share close
civilizational and cultural links,
which provide a strong basis for
cooperation in the present times.

The joint ministerial state-
ment for the-sth MGC meeting
in Singapore appreciated the
progress madetowards the suc-
cessful implementation of the
Plan of Action2016-1B.As a logi-
cal extension of its Act Easrpoli-
cy, Jndia bas been -providing
assistance in capqcity-bulldlng
in the SME and MSMB sectors to
the .Mekong countries and is
ready to share expertise in set-
ting up regional value chains in
sectors such as automobile com-
ponents.

At the first MGC meeting 'in
November 20]7, the joint decla-
ration had cailed for cooperation
in malaria and dengue manage-
ment. It was proposed that the
JWG meetings may be held in
the MGC countries on a rota-
tional basis. At the same time,

tbe MGC Business Forum has
been trying to promote trade
and investment among MGC
countrles.. .

Cooperation mille educa-
tion sector is another-thrust area
in which the leaders of the mem-
ber-countries are committed. In
particular, lndia being the largest
nation endowed with high quali-
ty hwnan resources has a special
responsibility in helping the
small member-nations of the
GMC. India is aware of its
responsibility and has been
extending assistance in the edu-
cation sector and
contributed towar-
ds capacity building
and human resour-
ce development .in
CLMV countries.
The plan envisages
900 scholarships
annually and the
setting up of physi-
cal infrastructure.
Furrher deepening
its commitments,
India agreed to offer
five more scholar-
ships to Mekong
countries in muse-
ology and conserva-
tion techniques,
which could signif-
Jcantly benefit the
MGC Asian Traditional Textile
Museum in Siem Reap, Cambo-
dia.

The other sphere in which
India 'has been offering assista-
nce is in the setting up physical
IT mfrastructure, digital connec-
tivity and ICT infrastructure
development.in.Mekong coun-
tries.Following India's lead, Thai-
land has been organising train-
ing courses in tourism manage-
ment. food security, climate ch-
ange, SDGs, and Sufficient Econ-
omy Philosophy (SEP). Indeed,
there is a greater need for better
coordination to reap maximum
benefits if the MGC countries-
cooperate sincerely through
their respective ministries.

Manv of the MGC countries
are endowed with rich cultural
heritage and preserving these
assets requires shared efforts.Jt
is a matter of pride that the Co-

·.mmon Archival Resource Centre
(CARC) will be established at
Nalanda University. Tbe MGC
countries are snaring with lndia
information and materials on

. areas such as archaeological
sites, world heritage, settlement
history, history of trade, popula-
tion, data on religious distribu-
tion, and historical.linkage. All
such information \lV1U be prese-
rved at the CARCfor the benefit
ofhumanity.lndia proposed and
others welcomed its suggestion
to hold a meeting on Rice Germ-
plasm in the second week of

November! besides
cooperating in fish-
eries and animal
husbandry.

Underscoring
the importance of
promoting tourism
among MGC coun-
tries, the ministers
supported the idea
to organise MGC
Tourism Week in
four metropolitan
cities of 1ndia in
2019. Establishing
the ·trail of Bud-
dhism could hoost
tourism. India's pro-
posal to organise
activities such as

- celebrating India-
ASEAN'Yearof Tourism 2019 with
training programmes for cbefs

_from MGC countr.ies in 'Indian
cuisine and hotel management,
inviting craftsmen from MGC
countries to participate in the
Surajkund Craft Mela in Febru-
ary 2019, organising photogra-
phy competition on tourism in
Jndia found favour. Such initia-
tives shall further contribute to
India's Act-East policy.

Other areas of cultural coop-
eration among MGC countries
could he a photography compe-
tition .on tourism in India, con-
ducting media programmes on
Buddhist and North-East cir-
cuits, .and organising tnurisrn-
markets of MGC countries in
lndia. Gen Singh highlighted the
importance of tourism in sec-
ondary cities in order to expand
the industry. Earlier, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi .had

RAJARAM
PANDA

announced the establishment of
digital villages in Mekong coun-
tries as part of India's efforts to
promote digital connectivity.
lndia organised the] st MGC Pol-
icy Dialogue, a track 1.5 event,
on the theme "Stronger Connec-
tivity, Enhancing Ties" on 8 April
2017 in New Delhi. It would be

. meaningful if this is converted
into an annual event that could
transform 'the dialogue into a
think-tank to carry out research
and provide policy recornmen-

I dations on specific subjects for
the governments of the MGC
countries to consider.

There is immense trade and
-investm en t potential in the
Mekong countries. Closer collab-
oration between India and the
Mekong region in trade promo-
tion activities, Customs inspec-
tions, sanitary and photo-sani-
tary support, clearance regula-
tions to address trade bottle-
necks and regional supply chains
can create a win-win situation
for ail stakeholders.

Bcon orrric development
being the priority, the six MGC
countries along the Mekong
River adopted in April 2018 an
ambitious investment plan
wotth $ 66 billion over the next
..fiveyears, $7 billion of which is
expected to come from the Asian
Development Bank and the rest
from governments and the pri-
vate sector.Jndeed, the Greater
Mekong Sub-regional (GMS)
economic cooperation pro-
gramme was initiated by the
ADB ·in 1992 and has since
mobilised $21 billion, with the
bulk going to infrastructure pro-
jects. The-five countries along
with China's Yunnan province
and the Guangxi Zhuang Auto-
nomous region with a popula-
tion of 340 million and com-
bined grossdomesticproduct of
$1.3trillion have recorded one of
the world's fastest-growing
economies.

The 10th MGC Ministerial
Meeting shall be beld in 2019 in •
Thalland on the margins of
ASEANForeign Ministers' confe-
rence. The date and venue shall
be notified through diplomatic
channels.in due course of time.

The writer Is leeR India
Chair Visiting Professor
at Reltakuunlverstty,

Japan. The-views
excressec are cerscnat
and do not represent
either that of tho leeR
or the Govemment.of

IndIa
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'The fury ofKerala floods
Human intervention' compounds nature's wrath

KOLLAVARSHAM, the new year of the Malayalam calendar,
has dawned on the worst-possible note for the people of'Ker-
ala. The rain fury has decreased but not the danger of spills

in several parts of Kerala from the overflowing dams. Malayalees,
long used to arelatively efficient and responsive public infrastruc-
ture, have by all accounts never suffered such a dislocation in their
Jives. Smart-phones, a constant companion today, have fallen silent
because of: lack of electricity, water zis contaminated and food
scarce. These are the normal hazards of a natural calamity and

. Kerala was unfortunate to face unprecedented monsoon frenzy. To
put the situation in perspective, ititeceived four times more rain-
fall than the 201~'Uttarakhand cloudburst, reckoned as the worst
natural calamity since the20D4 tsunami. .

Picking up the pieces will be even more agonising. Almost all the
roads have been washed away, schools and houses submerged and
power transmission pillars uprooted. It is standard to seek more
attention from the Centre and Kerala should get more rescue per-
sonnel and facilities when PM Modi takes an aerial tour on Satur-
day. The heartwarming examples of civic consciousness - officials
working round the clock, temples, -, .urch-'. '-~'1'madarsas turning.
Into r~iief centres and fishermen •.:,j disaster relief p,,:csonnel put-
ting their lives on the line - need a.major booster dose from the
Centre, possibly dec1aring the floods as a national calamity.

But when the waters recede and Kerala begins picking up the
pieces, its people must realise the price they have paid for resorts
and commercial plantations ~ nine lakh hectare offorest land has
beenlostin the past 40years. Most of the death toll is from Idukki.
Besides being a watershed with a maze of dams, this is.where most
encroachment has taken place. he idea of environmentally sus-
tainable development was sacrificed.at the altar of corporate and
individual avarice and party coffers. There are two months Of

.respite before'ihutavarsham, the north-east monsoon, sets in. Ker-
ala will need to demonstrate that it cannot be business-as-usual in
its fragile highlands or the price tobe paid .irrfuture will be 'heavier,

t ~.~
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Sirmaur to get landslidq,
disaster alert technology
BHAWANI NEOI
SHIMI.:A, 17 AUGUST

To ensure disaster riskreduc-
tion, landslide disaster alert
technology hasbeen installed
InMandi district ofH:imachal
Pradesh, while mstallation
of the sam eisin the pipeline
in Sirmaur district.

: The lndian Institute 'of
Technology (lIT) Mandihas
beenropedtnto installthese
low cost landslide monitor-
ing and warning system that
will act as earlywarning sys-
tem and monitor landslides.

Revenue andPublicWmks
DepartrnentAdditional Chief
Secretary Manisha Nanda
said that as apilotprojecttwo
districts Mandi andSirmaur
have been selected for the
installation of the landslide
sensors and in it has been
installed in Mandi.The suc-
cess of the same will ensure
itsreplicationin other districts
as-well,she added.

The districtadministration
ufMandi in association with
lIT Mandi has installed cen-
sors at 10 landslide prone
spots.'ThepomtsinMandidis-
trict at 10 different landslide
sites alongthe.Mandi-Iogin-
dernagar and Mandi-Kullu.
The site also.:includeKotrupi
:inMandidistrict that had wit-
nessed the worstlandslide in
the history of Himachal in
August 2017. As many as 47
peoplehad diedaftertheywere
hurried.alive.

Two sensor systems have
been installed atKatropivil-
lage, two at Gumma village,
one each villages of Narla,
Decide,Hanogi,Thalot,Dawda
andPandoh.

The students ofIITMandi
developed these earlywarn-
ingsystem..

lITMandi, SchoolofCom-
puting and Electrical Engi-
neering ProfVarun Dutt dis-

Landslide monitoring and warning system deptoveo along
Mandi Jogindarllpgar highway

.closed that these systems
help to address the problem
oflandslides fud toreducethe .
costof sensing the disasters.

"Thestudents ofIITMandi
have builtthelow-costland-
slide monitoring and warn-
ing technology and the sys-
tem costs around Rs 20,000
which can record weather
parameters and soil proper-
ties.Theseparameters canbe
perused online on a website
.'.':both tabular and graphi-
cal formats. The system can
generate Warningsboth 10Gal-
Iy (viablinkersand hooter) and
globally (via SMSes) lithere
are soil movements ofdiffer-

. ent magnitudes in .thevicin-
ity of the deployed system,"
he said. .

,Besides, each system has
the capability of intimating
population at risk about sig-
nlficanf rainfall or soilmove-
ment events in their vicinity
via SMSes, he added.

. Thesysteminstalledrecent-
ly had raised the alarm at
Kutropi just before water
washed the Mandi-Ioginder
Nagar highway a few weeks
back, said Dutt.

"During the recent rains

earlier this week, the sensors
didnotreportlandslides aUhe
locations theywereinstalled
and also on ground as well
therewereno landslides at the
Installedlocations, However,
the system did generate rain
advisoriesforbothl'andohand
Iogindarnagar area before

· heavy rains occurred. The
automatic rain advisory was
sentintheform ofSMSto dif-
ferent stakeholders indicat- .
Ing morethan.; .."i mm Of.l'Iiu
with greater ;I•..n80 percem
chance," he said.

The project has bad been
sanctioned for installation
of'rnonitormg system in Sir-
maur district.however, funds

·are currentlyawaltedfrom the
district administration, he

· said, adding that once the
funds are transferred, we can
deplqythelow-costlandslide
monitoring system at the
Identified landslide
sites. ,

. Siteinspections weredone
followingdirectionsbytheSir-
maur administration and six
sites have been identified
along the National Highway

• between Solan and Nahan
towns, he added.
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86 dead duetorains, fl ods i·;·.:-:,·
.e68 people have lost lives, 247 ofthem in kerala, dueto rains, floods and landslides in seven si:ates this monsoon
PTi . '1(J'C:'f ..,

,NEWDELHJ,17AUGUST At' drv s, II" b') -. I hGui
~A: 'smanyas868peo- - .ter a ryspe .ratns return tucentra ',noEt Gujarat
. , pie have lost their

lives,2470fthem in PTi Anand and, Ahmedabad nagardistrictreceiveiilOO instances of trees getting
Kerala, due to rains, AHMEDAi3AD,17AUCUSl= ancLnorthern ones like. mm rainfall. Malpur in uprooted. The Meteoro-

<floods and landslides in Mehsana, Araval li and Aravalli got Bdrnm.Kadi in, logical, Department has.
seven states during the Rains lashed several parts Sabarkantha, . Mehsana district got 79 predicted heavy-to v~ry
rnonsoon.seascn so far, the ofcentral antlnorth Gujarat According to figures mm and Posinain Sabarkan- . heavy rains for the next
HomeMinistry said today: today after-a dry spell this released by the state gov- thareceived 70 mm rainfall. . three days in the.state due'

According to the Home monsoon that had led to the ernrnentcKapadvanj in They said that Ahmed- to a well marked low pres-
Ministry's. National Emer- state governmenrtermtng Kh-edadi-.3trictreceived.145 abad city, which had so far 'sure area tying ovec the
gency Respbnse Centre. the situation. as "worri- mm of rains, Godl;tra town received 150 rom of-rains state. Thoughsouth.Gujarat
(NERC); 247 people have- some" in a.review-meeting of Panchrrrahals received during the current men- . and some other parts of
died in Kerala, where 2,11 held early this month', 120mill, Sanandin.Ahmed- soon, received 102mill in the state had seen rains in
lakh people in 14 districts Officials said that, since abad district received HO just four hours ofrain in the early July; a dryspell since
have been badly hit by the early morning today, it had rom andMatar in Kheda morning today. " ~. then.had Ieft,44 talukas in,
rains and floods and over been raining- in: central received 104 rom rainfall. It caused low Lyingareas the state with less than 125
32,500 hectares of crops Gujarat d'is tracts like In. the northern part of to flood which in. turn led mm (5inches) offairi tillflrst
damaged. PanchmahaIs, Kheda, the state, Kalal in Gandhi-. to traffic snarls and also- week ofiugust. .

As many as 191 people
have died in Uttar Pradesh,
183people in West Bengal,
139 ln.Maharashtra, 52 in
Gujarat, 451n Assam and J I
in.Nagaland.

A totalof ss people have
also been missing, '28 in
Keralaand five in West Ben-
gal, while 274 have been
injuredin rain-related inci-
dents in the states.

. The deluge and rains
have hit 26 districts in
Maharashtra, 23 in Assam,
23 in West Bengal, 14 in Ker-
ala, 13 in Uttar Pradesh, 11
in Nagaland and 10 in
Gujarat.

Nearly twolakb people
have been living in relief
camps. in Kerala and 43

teamsof Nattonal.Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
consisting of nearly 2,000
rescuers and 163 boats
have been deployed inthe

.state,
The ll\.F has deployed 23

helicopters and 11 transport
aircraft. Some of the aircraft
are being flown in from

Yelahanka (Karnataka) and
Nagpur (Maharashtra).

The In d.ian Navy has
deployed 51 boats along
-with diving teams and 1,000
lifejackets anei1,300 gum ..
boots, are being rushed. to

-Kerala today;
It has flown 16 sorties-in

last two days in rescue oper-

ccve-mq t, YIS

ations and it will .airdrcp
1,600 food packets today.

The Coast Guard has
deployed 30 boats along
with rescue teams, 300 life
jackets. seven life'rafts and
144·life buoys, '

The Army has presseei
into service 10 columns, 10
Engin~ering Task Force~

(ETFs), 60 boats and 100 life
jackets.

One unit of the Terriro-
rial Army has also been
deployed in Kerala;

In Assam, 1L45Iakh peo-
ple have borne the brunt of
the rains and floods, which
have also hit crops in27,600
hectares of land.

Altogetherl4 teams ofthe
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), comprisi.ng
357 rescuers, are engaged in
rescue and relief opera-
.tioris in Assam, the NERC
said. .

In WestJlengal, 2.271akh
people have been affected
by the floods and crops in
48,550 hectares have been
damaged, f

In Uttar Pradesh, 1.74
lakb people are affected by
the monsoon rains which
have also damaged 33,855
hectares of crops.

The nine NDRE'teams are
deployed in Uttar Pradesh,
eight-in West Bengal, seven
in Gujarat, four in Maha-
rashtra and one.m Nagaland,
50 far.
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PMModi announces ~500crore aid
Fresh rains force Kuttanad evacuation, rhous11ds ~1rooned; eM seeks ~2,OOOcr. in immediate relief

Too little, say
CPI(M), Congo

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TH J RUVANANTHAPU RA!'vi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday an-
nounced an immediate fi-
nancial assistance of {SOD
crore to rain-battered Kerala
after reviewing the flood sit-
uation, even as rescue opera-
tions continued in Patha-
namthitta and Thrissur
districts amid heavy rain.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan later tweeted that the
Prime Minister has sanc-
tioned f500 crore as imrne-
diate relief.

"As per the initial esti-
mate, the State has suffered a
loss of n9,s12 crore. The ac-
tual loss can be ascertained
after the water recedes in the
affected areas. The State has
sought an immediate assis-
tance of {2,OOO crore," he
said.

Complimenting the State
authorities for their efforts in
the adverse situation, Mr.

Taking stock: Prime Miruster Narendra Modi conducts an aerial survey in Kerala. • PTI

Modi also announced an ex-
gratia of f2 lakh per person
to the next of kin of the de-
ceased and fsO,OOO to those
seriously injured from the
Prime Minister's National Re-
lief Fund (PMNRF), a PMO

statement. After a high-level
review meeting in Kochi, Mr.
Modi undertook an aerial as-
sessment of worst-hit Aluva
and Thrissur regions.

Meanwhile, a parallel cri-
sis unfolded in the Kuttanad

region, where rising flood-
waters inundated thousands
of houses, forcing a mass
evacuation. A total of 58,506
people were rescued from
different locations on Satur-
day while the toll in rain re-

The CPJ(M)and the
Congress said the ~SOO
crore relief announced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was too little in the
face ofthe devastation in
Kerala caused by the floods.
The Congress has been
demanding that the floods
be declared a national
calamity. "Dear PM please
declare Kerala floods a
National Disaster without
any delay," Rahul Gandhi
tweeted. \ PAGE 9

lated incidents since August
8 reached 194.

(With inputs from PTl)

CONTINUED ON • PAGE 10

RELIEF FLOWS' PAGE 9

LANOSLIPS IN KOOAGU • PAGE 8
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PIvIl\1odi announces
~500 crore for Kerala
Th •.• rescue operation li}r
lIood victims in Pathanam-
thitta and Thrissur districts
continued on Saturday with
response teams battling
strong river currents and
heavv rains to bring S1 rand-
ed citizens to safety, even as
:1 parellel crisis unfolded in
the Kuttanad region, when'
rising floodwaters inundat-
ed thousands of houses,
forcmg a ma"s cvacuarion.

The rc:SCUL work on S3~
turday involving the armed
forces and State govern-
ment agencies was focussed
on Chengannur and Chala-
kudy. Amid frantic calls for
help from hundreds of
stranded citizens, the Army
deployed bigger boats,
while 12 helicopters and 119
boats of the Navy and Coast
Guard were also involved.

4
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Situation under' control
Terming the floods as the
worst in tilt' century, Mr Vi-
jayan said the rescue work
was in the tinal stage with
teams involved in mopping
up operations. "Things are
well under control," he told
rep .ners ,~ti(·!· a review
n1f~eling.

Efforts were on to reach
food and medicines to the
marooned people. An ofli-
cia) prcssnote issued here
said helicopters had carried
Out a total of 900 airlifts in
the operation. More than
400_000 were shifted to re-
lief camps from flooded lo-
calities.

Thousands of houses
from Kumarakom to Vaikom
in the Kuttanad region were
inundated. The rising wa-
ters in the vernbanad lake
flooded houses in Alappuz-
ha town and Thaneermuk-
korn panchayat.

The two canals in Alap-
puzha were also overflow-
ing.

Officials estimate that

more than 200,000 people
including the aged and the
infirm and women and chil-
dren would have to be evac-
uated from t.utranad.

With the relief camps in
Alappuzha tilled to capacity,
the authorities opened shel-
ters at Chcrthala to accom-
modate the flood-affected.

Coordinated effort
Five columns of the Border
Security Force, 16') NDRF
teams and 23 groups of the
Army and engineering divi-
sion worked closely with
3100 Fire Force personnel.
40,000 policemen and a
large number of volunteers
to rescue marooned families
fr9111flooded parts of Path a-
narmhitta and Thrissur.

The Coast Guard requisi-
tioned an additional heli-
copter from Goa and de-
ployed 31 rescue and relief
teams equipped with life
rafts. life jackets, life buoys.
ropes and other equipment
in several areas. Coast
Guard oflicers and men also
used four fishing boats for
rescue operations at Para-
vur and varapuzha. Food
!J:Kh_t~ were airdropped
and distributed by boars.

Heavy rains lashed many
places in ldukki also trigger-
ing flash floods. Landslips
occurred at Nelliyarnpathy
and Kattapana.

Role of Ann)'
Reacting to the Opposition's
demand that the rescue op-
erations be handed over to
the Army, the Chief Minister
said the Central forces had
worked closely with the civi-
lian administration under a
joint command and control
system to carry out rescue
and relief operations.

"There is no precedent of
the Army carrying out a dis-
aster managcmenr opera-
tion hy itself." he said.
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Flood water inundates a village in P.Gannavaramrandal of
East Godavari district. -5. RAMBABU J

Godavari, Krishna
.in spate after rain
Four gates of Srisailam res~\c;'i; lifted
SPEC!J).L CORRESPONDENT
VIjAYAWADA

,
Covering L.. YIS

The Godavari and the Krish-
.na are in spate in Andhra
Pradesh following heavy
rains in the catchment
areas.

A peak of 14.49 lakh cu-
sees was discharged from
the Godavari in the early
hours of Saturday at the Sri
Arthur Cotton Barrage at
Dowleswaram, downstrea-
of Raiamahendravarair ,
East Godavari district.

The authorities sounded
a "second warning" after
the water level at the bar-
rage crossed the 13.75 feet.
The water level rose to 14.2
ft but then gradually fell to

.13.7 ft. by evening. The dis-
charge too fell to 12.72 lakh
tusecs, making the authori-
ties withdraw the second
warning at 6 p.m.

On the Krishna, the Sri-
sallam reservoir, which re-
ceives water from both the

•. main river and Tungabha-
dra, the tributary, was the
focus of attention. The re-
servoir, which has a flood

• cushion of less than 5 trncft,
received an inflow of over
3.5 lakh cusecs through

I most of the day.~

r
Minister for Water Re-

sources Devineni Umama-
heswara Rao was at the dam
supervising the lifting of
four radial gates to release
over two lakh cusecs down-
stream into the Nagarjuna
Sagar reservoir in the morn-
ing. As the inflows crossed
3.5 lakb cusecs in the even-
ing, the authorities opened
two more gates .

.':0;.:.,,,, J10Gd in the Goda-
van pec.L.--:cl.1water entered a
few villages on the banks of
the river both in East and
West Godavari districts. Wa·
ter entered in over two do-
zen low-lying villages in De-
vipatnam mandai of East
Godavari district.

Relief camps
Authorities in East Godavari
opened seven relief camps
to accommodate several fa-
milies evacuated from the
low-lying areas. Over 1,000
people evacuated from vil-
lages were accommodated
in these camps.

The 3.5 lakh cusecs that
was discharged from the Sri-
sailam reservoir is, howev-
er, welcome as the Nagarju-
na Sagar reservoir has a
flood cushion of 144 trncft.
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Landslips continue to ravage Kodagur~-H
.~ Polls in 3 town

panchayats
postponed

Despite inclement
weather. rescue
measures are on
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

The magnitude of devasta-
tion caused by landslips and
rains in flood-ravaged Koda-
gu district is still unfolding,
as rescue operations conti-
nued on Saturday despite in-
clement weather. There
were conflicting reports of
the number of deaths, but
six have been officially con-
firmed.

Nearly 2,000 personnel
from the Army, National and
State Disaster Response
Forces, and the Quick Res-
ponse Team of Karnataka Ci-
vil Defence reached out to
people stranded in remote
hilly areas.

About 100 people who
were cut-off in Mukkodlu vil-
lage in Somwarpet taluk
were rescued and shifted to
Madapura relief centre after
the teams negotiated their
way through overflowing
sludge and water along a
treacherous terrain. Accord-
ing to reports, the civil de-
fence team and Army per-
sonnel trekked about 13 km
for the rescue mission.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Kodagu P.. .vecn
Kumar said nearly 3,\.;00 pe
ople were rescued and evac-
uated and the numbers were
decreasing. Rescue missions
would, however, continue.

eM appeals for help
Chief Minister H.D. Kumaras-
wamy said that 60 people
were still stranded and had
to be airlifted. Though the
helicopters were ready, they
could not be pressed into
service due to bad weather.
More than 2,500 people had
been evacuated so far, he
said.

Mr. Kumaraswamy ap-
pealed to people to contri-
bute generously to the Chief
Minister's Relief Fund.

Expressing his gratitude

Pounded by rain: (From top) Floods and landslips at Jodupala in Kodagu district had a
devastating impact. damaging infrastructure and uprooting trees; volunteers segregate
flood relief material in the district on Saturday .• SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT. V. SREENIVASA MURTHY

to the Union Defence Minis-
ter for agreeing to deploy ad-
ditional personnel, he said
teams steered by the Army
personnel had already
reached Mukkodlu village,
where many people waited
for rescue.

Steps were taken to de-
ploy medical and nursing
staff and supply food to chil-
dren on priority, Over 50 ex-
cavators were deployed to

clear landslip debris, which
had blocked the highways.

f2 lakh compensation for
those who lost their houses,
he said.

Meanwhile, hundreds of
people from Makkandur.
Mandalpatti, and Adageri
took shelter in one of the 31
relief camps.

The villages were evacuat-
ed around Makkandur, one
of the badly-affected areas,
but people were still report-
ed missing.

f2lakh compensation
Over 800 houses collapsed
in the heavy rains and peo-
ple lost their property docu-
ments.

The departments con-
cerned had been directed to
provide copies of documents
at the earliest and officials
had been directed to release

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The Karnataka State Elec-
tion Commission has put
off elections to the town
panchayats ofKushainagar,
Somwarpet and Virajpet in
Kodagu district, until
further notice. They were
scheduled to be held on
August 3l.

This followed a request
from the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Kodagu. In a re-
lease, KSEC under-secre-
tary Archana M.S. said the
process related to polls
that was under way from
August 2 to 16would not be
affected by the reschedul-
ing of polls.

Karnataka
eM conducts
aerial survey
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURl:

Karnataka Chief Minister
H,D, Kumaraswamy held
an emergency meeting of
officials on Saturday to take
stock of the situation in the
flood-ravaged Kodagu dis-
trict and conducted an ae-
rial survey of Kodagu and
Dakshina Kannada disrricts
to oversee the rescue
operations.

Addressing the media af-
ter the meeting, he said
950 personnel from multi-
ple agencies have been de-
ployed for relief works.

Mr. Kumaraswamy said
officials have been directed
to supply uninterrupted
gas, petrol and diesel in the
areas of distress and rein-
stall mobile towers, which
had collapsed because of
the rain.
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PTI
NEW DELHI. 18 AUGUST

Delhi ChiefMinister
. Arvind Kejriwal

. today directed offi-
'cials to geo-tag

plants and monitor their sur-
vival rate under the the gov-

.ernment's mega plantation
drive in September.

Kejriwalalso directed offi-
cials to launch a massive
awareness campaign formass
public participation in the
drive, according to an official
statement.

Agencies.participatingin
the drive include Forest·
Department, MCDs,NDMC,
Education, Health, CPWD,

• PWD and Delhi Ial.Board
who briefed the chief minis-
ter 'on the progress, accord-
ing to the statement.

Kejriwal directed that a
helpline be created for the
event and publicised for peo-
ple to call and check the
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nearest location for partici- submitted to him.
pati on. He also directed that "Responsibility ofthe sur- .
various clubsbe also involved vival of the plantation would
in the drive to make partici- restwith the respectivegreen-
pation better. <ing agency. Forest depart-

.The issue of post plantae. ment would be the nodal
tion care was also raised dur- point for all such coordina-
ingthemeetiug.Thechiefmin- tion," he was quoted by the
ister said that all the plants statement as saying.
should be geo tagged and "Involve Resident Wel-
monitoring should be done. fare Associations, market
He also said that a monthly associations, school chil-
report on the same should be dren and their parents in

the drive. Make it a mass
movement. Wehave to reach
the grassroots to make it a
grand success,"Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodiawas
quoted as saying in the state-
ment.

Adecision was also taken
to plant trees, which are at
least 6 ft in height. Kejriwal
also sought a detailed report
on the survival report of the
plantations done in the last
five years in Delhi.

The chief minister has
now called a meeting with
heads ofdepartment ofallthe
greening agencies on Tues-
day for another review.They
have been asked to come with
a detailed plan on the plan-
.tation drive'.

The Delhi government
willcarry out a massive drive
to plant five lakh trees and
shrubs on a single day in Sep-
tember, the city's Environ-
mentMinister Imran Hussain
had earlier said.

_._ .._._._-- ---"--_._----------------------_.
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Ahe Keralahavoc
Govt must focus on man-made causes offloods

sustained and intense downpour of the kind seldom witnessed in
100 years may be the immediate cause of the unusually devastating
floods in Kerala, but the contribution of man-made factors to this
calamity cannot be disregarded. Widespread deforestation, rampant

construction and indiscriminate quarrying have triggered landslides, which
have obstructed water channels, worsening the deluge. Besides,the lack ofcoor-
dination in water releases from darns inKerala and the adjoining statesbas fur-
ther aggravated the situation, and even hampering the rescue and relief oper-
ations. Most reservoirs got filled up earlier than usual this year due to excessive
rain. Yetthe operation of their floodgates was not appropriately regulated and
coordinated to avoid heavy discharges during actual flooding. The state gov-
ernment also seems guilty of not taking some of the routine risk mitigation
measures enumerated in the National Disaster Management Policy. Similar
mistakes should at least be avoided in staving off disease outbreaks that nor-
mally ensue from floods.

Nevertheless, Keralais not the only victim of torrential rain in the current
monsoon season. Several parts of rreighbouring Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh are either reeling from floods or facing the threat. Almost all the 80-
odd darns of the region are brimming over.The governments of these states are
unable to evolve a cornmon plan for releasing the excess water. This is a criti-
cal issue involving the safety of the dams, most of which are overage. The
Supreme Court had to intervene to order a reduction in the water level of the
116-year-oldMullaperiyar dam. The discharge ofthis water can potentiallywors-
en the flood situation if the matter isnot handled skilfully.This aside, seven oth-
erstates - Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal, Gujarat,Assam, Nagaland
and Odisha - have alsowitnessed devastation ' , I)) floods,landslides and oth-
el rain -related incidents. More damage canno, ,_".uled out smcethe rainy sea-
son is still at its peak.

Floods, indeed, seem tohave become an integral feature ofthe monsoon sea-
son. Inadequate flood-proofing effort is partly to blame for this. While in other
countries dams and barrages are built to ward offfloods,inIndia, theytendto serve
the opposite purpose because ofunprofessional management of the impound-
ed waters. Besides, the country's flood forecasting system, too, is below par and
needs to be revamped. Significantly, climate change is also playing a role in
aggravating this menace. The projections made by a global panel on climate
change indicate that the overall rainfall in the lndian subcontinent is likely to
increase by 10per cent in terms ofboth quantity and intensity by20S0. Some evi-
dence ofit is already noticeable by wayofincreased frequency ofextreme weath-
er events, such as the unprecedented rainfall and cloudbursts inKerala this year
and in Uttarakhand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Maharashtta earlier. With the
unabated degradation ofriver catchments and heavy siltation ofwater bodies, the
incidence of such episodes is set to exacerbate. This hasnecessitated substantial
enha.ncementintheefficiency and reliabilityofthe weather- and flood-forecasting
systems to forewarn civic administrations of impending disasters for timely
relief action. Besides, a flood code having ready-to-use contingency plans to
cope with inundation, on the lines of the existing drought code, is badly needed
for all flood-prone areas. Otherwise, Kerala-Iikecalamities may continue to recut.
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Kochi naval base gears up
to run commercialflights
F.'.r~.s.l;.I~lJg.(}.t.I.llqi!l·······..,);.vU1·
.Ietters@hindustantimes.comV "1
NEWDEUiI: TheCentreonSunday
said ajointteam ofdifferent avi-
ation-related bodies and Central
Industrial SecurityForce (CISF)
inspected the Kochi naval base,
a day after announcing opera-
tion of commercial flights from
the base fromMonday to aid res-
cue efforts in Kerala.

Civilavlationminister Suresh
Prabhu also said thewatchhour
at Vijayawada and Begumpet
airports has been extended to
facilitate relief operations by
Indian AITForce (IAF) aircraft.
Watch hour refers the period
during which the airport :
remains open for operation.

"AJ ointteam comprisingrep-
resentativesfromDGCA, BCAS,
CISF, AAI and Indian Navy car-
ried out inspection of #Cochin
Naval Base today to check the
feasibility of scheduled opera-
tions from there. Steps being
taken to start operations with
ATR-72 from Monday, 20th
August," the minister tweeted.

The base will be usedby carri-
ers such as Alliance Air, a sub-
sidiary of AITIndia, to operate
70-seater ATR aircraft to places
such as Bengaluru.

'I'he mi-uster hmsa'don Sun-
day that flights from the naval
base to other destinations such
as Coimbatore, Madurai could
also start operations. Other air-

• Army and rescue personnel evacuate residents of Alappuzha
district using a boat on Sunday. RAJ K RAJ/HT

. lines are likelyto join this effort
too, he had said.

Themain Kochi international
airport, the seventh busiest in
the country, has been rendered
non-functional since August14
due' to flooding and torrential
rains, and would remain closed
tillAugust26. "In view ofdisrup-
tion offlights from Cochin air-
port due to floods, a joint team
sent by @MoCA_GoI has
approved starting of scheduled
commercialflights using ATRs
by Alliance AIT,a subsidiary of .
Air :.ndia, between BangaJore
and Cochin Naval AIT base,"
Prabhu had tweeted last
evening. . .
. As ofnow, both domestic and

international flights toKochiare
being diverted to other destina-
tions such as Trivendrum and
Callcut.

The minister in a series of
tweets on Sunday said that fol-
lowing a reguest from the Home
and DefenceMinistries, "watch
hours at Vijayawada and
Begumpet airports have been
extended by Airport Authority
ofIndia "to assistin relief opera-
tions withIAF aircraft.

Besides, the Directorate Gen-
er~] ofCiv:, A, ;.;\jO'1 (DGCA)is
jc::cntaC(\.~~,_ lli'e:;pdvatebel-
icopter operators to carry out
relief operations after a request
was received from the KeraJa
government.
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GROUND REPORT Tales of suffering,loss
and struggle echo across Kerala as flood
survivors try.to stitch lives back together
.~.~~~.~h.~~.~.~....
• totlers@hinduSlaohmes.com

CHENGANNUR(AIAPPUZHA): A har-
ried resident rushed to report
six bodies floating under Kal-
lissery Bridge at Pandanad in
Kerala's flood-hit Alappuzha
district on Sunday. The over-
whelmed officials working over-
tune to deal with thecrisis were
helpless. There was little they
could do. "Even if we retrieve
these bodies, we do not have
mortuary to store them. Dead
are gone but OUf priority is to
save the living ones," an official
said, summing up the mood in
Pandanad.

The residents of Pandanad,
an affluent village dotted with'
mansions on the banks of river
Pambhas.remained on the edge.
An overcast sky threatened to
bring more misery as the man-
sions remained submerged.

U At some places, the water
levels have touched above
20-feet. Water currents make
our task more difficult," said Lt
Col Aiyappa BM of the army's
engineer regiment, which has
'been involved in rescue opera-
tions since Friday.

An army boat hit a tree as sol-
diers were trying to rescue an

aged couple marooned for four
days, The couple had been on
the rooftop oftheir house reluc-
tant to leave because there had
been no news about their only
son for two days. He had left to
fetch water and food and had
peen stranded on the other side
ofPambhain a reliefcamp. The
diabetic couple agreed to leave
the marooned house only after
they were told their son is fine,

A heart patient rescued 45
minutes later was struggling
without medicines. "My blood
pressure (BP) is high ... my
tablets were destroyed in water.
Sol have been without medicine
for two days, ,. the teary-eyed
man told his rescuers. Rushed to
Alappuzha medical college, he
was recuperating well, officials
said.

Residents complained about
a delay in the relief operations.
Officials said a resident had
been clinging onto a tree for two
days when he shouted for help.
Finally, a navy copter spotted
and saved him. .

Authorities insisted some
people stayed put in their
houses thinking the water levels
would not reach their rooftops.
This worsened the situation,
they insisted. .
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• Volunteers and fisherman rescue residents from inundated Chengannur taJuk in Kerala's flood-hit Alappuzha district on Sunday.

"It isnot water alone, slush is
coming in a big way from lakes
and dams. It makes the place
more slippery and some have
been swept away," said P Pra-
mod, who lost his friend three
days ago.

At least 30 people were miss-
ing from Pandanad and sur-

Covenng L. VIS

RAJ K RAJMJ PHOTO

rounding areas and authorities
say they were yet to compile
exact casualties.

Residents blamed authorities
for failing to take pre-emptive
measures. "It is common sense.
When catchment areas get
heavy rain, dams wiU be filled.
They waited for all dams to fill

hoping they can generate more
power. When the situation
became uncontrollable, they
opened alldarns together," said
Velaydhan Nair,aretired gov-
ernmentemployee.

Residents complained food
and reliefmaterials were pour-
ing in but there was a lack of

co-ordination in distributing
them.

The soldiers pleaded help-
lessness by saying they have to
go by the directives of the dis-
trict administration.

"Initially the situation was
really grim. But I think the
worstisover," said Chengannur

memberoflegislativeassembly
(MLA)Saji Cberian, who broke
down while narrating the plight
of his people.

Kerala chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan had earlier
ticked Cherian cfffcr demand-
ing full control for the army in
flooded areas.

..
.VEGGIE PRICES

~~~~;~E~~~
KOCHI:The worst floods to
batter Kerala since 1924 have
sent prices of vegetables

. zooming, wlthgreen chilli
",lIing at 1400. kg in Kochiaoo
surrounding areas. Afterth~
retail price of green chillies
went tt\fough the roof, angry
locals sought police official's
intervention and the cost came
down. Onions, potatoes and
cabbage were being sold at ~~
a kgbefore police told the
vendors to put up a price
display board. tANS

Amid grief, a wedding
in relief camp
MALAPPURAM(KERAlA): Even
as Kerala battles the worst 1
flooding in 96 years, a young
couple, taking shelter in a relief
camp In Malappuram district,
got married on Sunday. Anju,
who had moved into the MSP
School near here three days
ago, tied the knot With Saijuat
tpe Thiripuntlu3 temple, in the
presence of her relatives at the
relief camp. -InItially, we
decided to postpone the
wedding. But when we got the
support of the people here, we
dedded to go ahead; a relative
ofthe bride said. IANS
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ESCUE EARSEND eM says over 700K in camps, Kochi flights to start today
.liT.~Q.rr.~.;;p..IlI1.~~m.a.I1.~.Ag.e.I1p'i~ .
• lettBlS@hindustantimes.com

KOCHVNEW DELHI: Rescuers strug-
gled to reach some pockets still
cut offby landslides and raging
rivers in Kerala, and the govern-
mentturned its focus to counting
lossesandlaunchingarehabilita-
tion drive that could last months,
officials said on Sunday as fore-
casts suggested the worst of the
rains may be over for Kerala.

SinceAugust 8-thestartofan
unusually heavy bout of mon-
soon rains that led to what has
been described as Kerala's worst
flooding in nearly a century -
some 239people have died and
more than 700,000people were
taken to relief camps, according
to figures released by the state
government on Sunday.

Chief minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said much ofthe rescue
operation was likely to be com-
-pleteil by end of Sunday, but "it
will f"')ntinuE'tillthe lastpersonis
re~" ., d." ." ~~1 added that
th., .; were i'J Hew deaths and
some 22,000people rescued since
morning.

AtChengannurinlUappuiha
district, at least 5,000 are
stranded, according to revenue
officials quoted by PTI.

"The waters have not fully
receded;thereismoderaterainin
someparts.Rescueworkwillcon-
tinue till things go back to nor-
mal," the eM said ata press con-
ference.

In NewDelhi, the NationalCri-
sis Management Committeernet
for the fourth time in as many
days.

CONTINUED ON P 6

• A rescue boat
evacuates people
from Pandanad in
Chengannur.

RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO

724649
peoplelo~ed in5,645 reliefcamps
across the state

'1 oft~~or!l!!! !t~etween
August 8 andAugust 15

'No mortuary to store bodies
...priority is to save the living'
~.~'?~~..B..a.~.11 _ .
• letters@hindustantimes.C<lm

have a mortuary to store them.
The dead are gone but our prior-
ity is to save those still alive,"
one ofthe officials tells him. The
exchange captures the mood in
Pandanad village, one of the
worst hit by the floods in Alap-
puzha district.

Situated onthe banks ofriver
Pambha, swathes of the villages

have beeninundated-atplaces
as much as till the height of 20
feet. "In some places, strong
under currentsmakeit difficult
for us to move," explainedLt Col
Aiyappa BM of the 3 Jodhpur-
based 3Engineer Regiment. His
regiment was one of the first to
reach and begin a rescue opera-
tion on Augustl7. >IPS

CHENGANNUR (ALAPPUZHA):
Drenched from head to toe, a
man rushes towards district offi-
cialstoreportthathebaddiscov-
ered six bodies floating under a
bridge nearby. "Even if we
retrieve these bodies, we don't
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-State got 164% excess rain in August,"
42% more during monsoon, says IMD
~!l.~!).i1.~~ : : 2} H.1. .~ .
• letters@hinOOs1antimes.com

NEWDEUiI: Kerala received 164%
more than normal rainfall for
August till Sunday, the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Sunday. The state
has received an excess of 42%
rainfall over the monsoon sea-
son, which began in June, the
agency added.

Kerala received 758.6mm of
rainfall.in the period between
August 1and19. Sofar, overall,
there has been2,346.3= ofram-
fall, insteadofthenormall,649.55
nun, accordingtoDr Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra, senior scientist at
!MD.
. The highest rainfall was

recordedinldukkidistrict, which
received 92% more r.ains. This
was followed by Palakkad dis-
trict, with a 72%excess, he said.

"This year, the heavy rainfall
was because ofthe perfect conflu-
ence of the southwest monsoon
wind system and the two low
pressure systems that formed
over the Bay ofBengal and Odi-
sha," Mohapatra said. Lowpres-
sure regions pull in moist south
westmonsoon Winds,increasing·
their speed, which then hits the
Western Ghats, travels sky-
wards, and forms rain-bearing
clouds. This brought the excess
rainfall over areas near the West-
ern Ghats, including Kerala,
explained Mohapatra.

+

• Volunteers distribute relief material among residents of Kerala's Alappuzha district.

He also said that over the next
five days.rainfall over Keralais
likely to decrease, with every dis-
trictin experiencinglighttomod-
erate rainfall. Another low pres-
sure system is forming over Odi-
sha on Sunday, according to the
IMD, but it is unlikely to affect
ReraIa as the direction of the
monsoon windhas changed.

Even beforethe current surge
inrainfall overthe state between
AugustS and 16,Keralahad three
.rainfallpeaks-c-on.Iune 14,June
2OandonJulyZO.

The state however, is likely to
. ~

receive another spell of
extremely 'heavyrainfalltn Sep-
tember before the monsoon
retreats. "Kerala usually gets
extremely heavy rainfalls- up to
24ems- in September, so we can
expect more extremely heavy
rainfall in the state. However,
this should not worsen the flood
situation as we expect a respite
.from ihe rains for five to seven
days, which should give time to
the accumulated water to drain
out," said DrMohapatra.

Health ministry kicks into
action

RAJKRAJ{T .

To aid flood relief measure,
the Unionhealthministrywill st
up3,757medicalcampsinKera3.
and send 90types ofrnediciness
requested by the state, areleae
from the ministry said. .

"Thefirst tranche ofmedic ins
shailreachtomorrow(Mondayj'
the release said. To date, no ou-
breakofco=unicablediseass
has been reported, but "healt
experts opine that oncetheflod
water starts receding, the env-
ronmentwould be conducivefc
epidemic-prone diseases," th
release added .
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FISHERMEN HEROES IN CRISIS

Leading rescu , fish
eM Pinarayi says fishermen who took palt in
rescue to be felicitated, compensated for damage
SHAJU PHILIP
CHENGANNUR, AUGUSTl9

WHEN THE deluge submerged hundreds of
villages in central Kerala, fishermen stepped
in to help thousands of stranded people.

Fighting back memories of their dear
ones lost in the Ockhi tragedy, over 1.400
fishermen from coastal villages of
Thiruvananthapuram, Kallam, AJappuzha
and Ernakulam rushed to the affected vil-
lages. With 600-odd country vessels, they
ventured into the most remote cornersofrhe
affected areas. On Saturday, outofthe 54,000
persons rescued in Ernakulam district,
18,000 were saved by fishermen who
deployed 240 boats there.

National Fish Workers Co-ordination fo-
rum secretaryTPeter said the fishermen ven-
tured into the rescue mission spontaneously.
"When we put out the suggestion in social
media groups, many fishermen expressed

,
COller,ng L .,.IS

their wiJlingness tojoin the rescue work.The
fishermen took it up as their responsibihry.
When our social media groups got distress
cans and messages about people stranded in
submerged houses, we passed on the loca-
tion details to the fishermen." he said.

Lalu Alex, a fisherman from Mariyapuram
inThiruvananthapuram, said their village has
sent60 country vessels with 150 persons, "On
August 15, when we heard about the 'news,
our parish priest said we should go and help
the people trapped inwater.On that night it-
self, we started moving from various villages
to Chengannur, Emakulam and Thrissurwith
vessels loaded in trucks. We took along
kerosene and food," he said.

Another fisherman Varghese Stephen
said the fishermen abandoned their means
o'f livelihood to save lives. "This is the best
season for a seagoing fisherman. A person
can make up to Rs 5,000 in a trip if he goes
for fishing now. We have left the opportu-
nity to make some money. But. we don't

~

men who braved

Fishennen get ready for rescue work, arvarartar river near Chengannur.

have any complaints."
A Revenue Deparrmenrofficer; who is co-

ordinating the rescue mission in
Chcngannur, said tile fishermen were in-
volved in the most risky part of rescue ef-
forts. 'They went to several houses, swim-
rningagainsr heavycurrenrs.1 have seen how

difficult it was to manoeuvre the vessels
through flooded narrow alleys and roads.'
where damaged civic infrastructure posed a
serious threat. 111eyeven entered flooded
wells, risking their lives. While uniformed
persons rescued three 01' four persons in a
single attempt, fishermen's boats came back

hi
with 10-15 persons," he said.

The uniformed men ventured into the
waterwuh safety jackets, but the asserof the
fishermen was their courage and experience
in choppy waters. The only equipment ill the
vessels was GPS, using which they located
the houses of those stranded. A local person
also moved around in their vessels to show
the areas to be evacuated.

Aruo Elias, from Veli in Thiruvanantha-
puram. said many vessels have been dam-
aged after they hit walls and electric posts.
"But'we have no complaints. We could save
lives from verydifficulr areas. Only dampen-
ing experience was the reluctance of some
people to come out or 111eflooded houses.
They don'reven understand our risk." he said.

Acknowledging the fishermen's service,
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on
Sunday announced that all the fishermen
who took part in the rescue mission would
be felicuated, 'The fishermen had intervened
in a great way. Many or theirvessels got dam-
aged. The government would compensate
them for the loss suffered. Apart from that, a
boat would be given Rs 3,000 a day and the
state would meet the fuel expenses:' he said.
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lMD GIVES HOPE ~ 'l-0 ~
Situation set toeaseas rain intensity falls
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE,AUGUST19

THE INDIA MeteorologicalDepartment
(IMD)has termed the recent incessant rain-
fallover Keralaas "exceptionally high", con-
firming that the state received 2346.6mp1
rainfall duringthe season far,as against the
normal of 1649.5mm meant for the entire
four month-long monsoon season.

However, there may be some much
needed respite for the local residents and
swifter rescue operations may now possible,
with the Met officeindicating a reduction in

• rainfall intensity during the next fivedays.
According to the statement issued by

IMDissued on Sunday, Keralahas during this
during monsoon season recorded above nor-

4

Covenng L. YIS

In Kochi on Sunday. PTl

mal rainfall: The week during August 9-
August 15 were particularly reported very
heavy spells ofrainfallwhich ranged around
170 per cent more than what should have
been normally recorded. During this week,

Idukki and Palakkad districts recorded the
highest rainfall, 92 per cent and 72 per cent
above normal, respectively.

'There were two consecutive active spells
- duringjune 14 -June 20 and later around
July 20. But it was a fresh wet spell during
August 9 - August 15 that was 170per cent
abovenormal that led to the statewide flood-
ing. The 35 reservoirs that were already full
further swelled, compelling authorities to
release water into river streams, Asthis activ-
ity continued foraweek, it led to inundating
of rivers which caused widespread flooding
all over the state," the statement read.

During the next fivedays, a low pressure
that has formed overthe BayofBengalis ex-
pected to move towards central India and
this system is likely to gain momentum till
Monday.
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c ...............ts 0 e eefas
recede en Kerala

Death toll rises to 21Q;over sevenlakh people take shelter .in relief camps
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

After five days of extremely
heavy rain and floods that .
ravaged several parts of Ker-
ala, Sunday brought respite
following a gradual decrease
in rainfall and receding wa-
ter levels in the flood-affect-
ed areas, particularly Chen-
gannur and Chalakudy.

With 13 persons killed in
rain-related 'incidents on
Sunday, the toll since August
8 stood at 210.

Five killed in flash floods
Five persons were reported
dead in flash floods in south-
western Thrissur when Kari-
vannur river, which services
Chernmeni Dam and Manali
river, breached a temporary
embankment. Around 42 vil-
lazes in and around the pad-
dy fields were inundated.

Two bodies were reco-
vered near St. Xavier's
Church, Kuthiathodu, near

Underwater: Chengannur in Alappuzha district of KeraLaon Sunday. -5. GOPAKUMAR

north Paravoor, where a por-
tion'of a wall around a relief
camp collapsed on Thurs-
day, reportedly trapping six
persons. Local MLA V. D.
Satheesan"said five persons
were still missing.

supply, A total of 7,24,649
displaced persons have been
housed in 5,645 relief
camps, he told reporters.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, who said rescue oper-
ations were in the finaJ
round, said priority would
now be given to providing
safe drinking water and res-
toring electricity and water

HELP FROM THE SKIES ~ PAGE 7

3,500 RESCUED ~ PAGE 5
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,C S s ifts to re icf'as
recede in Kerala

Death toll rises to 210; over seven lakh people take shelter in relief camps
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANT.HAPURAM

After five days of extremely
beavy rain and floods that '
ravaged several parts of Ker-
ala, Sunday brought respite
following a gradual decrease

rin rainfall and receding wa-
ter levels in the flood-affect-
ed areas, particularly Chen-
gannur and Chalakudy.

With 13 persons killed in
rain-related .incidents on
Sunday, the toll since August

stood at21O.

IFive killed in flash floods
Five persons were reported
dead in flash floods in south-
western Thrissur when Kari-
vannur river, which services
Chernmeni Darn and Manali
river, breached a temporary
embanlanent. Around 42 vil-
l"ges in and around the pad-
dy fields were inundated. .

Two bodies were reco-
vered near St. Xavier's
Church, Kuthiathodu, near

•
Covering L. YI::

Underwater: Chengannur in Alappuzha district of Kerala on Sunday. -5. GOPAKUMAR

north Paravoor, where a por-
tion' of a wall around a relief
camp cdll::~"'0 en Thurs-
day, reportedly trapping six
persons. Local MLA V, D.
Satheesansaid five persons
were still missing,

supply. A total of 7,24,649
displaced persons have been
hourru in :;,C'15 re!ief
camps, he told reporters,

ChiefMinister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, who said rescue oper-
;>tions were in the fina'
round, said priority would
now be given to providing
safe drinking water and res-
toring electricity and water

HELP FROM THE SKIES ~ PAGE 7

3,500 RESCUED ~ PAGE 5
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Rainfall will abate,
says Met Dept. ~H

." '.:, 1
It was 164%above.normal for AugUst
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT' 1

TRIRUVANANtRAP~
The India Meteorological
Department's forecast on-
Sunday, of a gradual de-
crease in rainfall during the
next five days has brought a
sense of relief to Kerala,
which continued to grapple
with rescue and relief.oper- '
ationsin the flood affected
areas.

According to the Met De-
partment's official state-
ment here, a fresh low pres-
sure area had formed over
north-west Bayof Bengal on
Sunday' morning, but' i~
would not have any signifi-
cant impact over Kerala.

Exceptionally high :
Rainfall over Kerala has
been' exceptionally higb
during the current south-

-west monsoon season (lune
1 to August 18), with the
State receiving 2,346.6 mm
against the normafof1649.5
mm (42% above normal).
The spatial distribution of
district-wise seasonal rain-
fall showed that Idukki dis-

A partially submerged house
in Chengannur. ~AP

'trict recorded the highest
excess rainfall (92% above
normal) followed by Palak-
kad (72%above normal).

The statement said the
rainfall over Kerala for June,
July and August (tillSunday)
was 15%, 18% and 164%
above normal respectively. +

, Rainfall during August so far
has been exceptionally high.

Two consecutive active 1
-spells with above normal
rainfall peaked around June
-14 and 20 respectively.
Another peak rainfall activi-
ty was experienced around
July 20.
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3,50 rcscucd inKodagu
Karnataka eM Ku~~amy briefs Prime Minister,President onflood situation
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
"MY5URU

Over 3,500 people have
been rescued in Kodagu so
far, Karnataka Chief Minister
H.D. Kumaraswamy said on
Sunday.

Briefing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind, who
had called him to enquire
about the situation in Koda-
gu, Mr. Kumaraswarny said
me Army, the Navy, the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and· other
teams were involved in the
operations. Mr. Modi also
tweeted that he spoke to Mr.
Kumaraswamy on the situa-
tion in.Karnataka.

The Chief Minister, who
cancelled his scheduled Visit
to Chikkamagaluru and Shi-
vamogga, conducted an ae-
rial survey of Kodagu for the
second consecutive day on
Sunday, taking .stock of the
situation in Soinwarpet, Sun-
tikoppa, Madapura, Mukko-
diu, Harangi backwaters,
Siddapura, Kushalnagar and
surrounding areas. He later
landed at Periyapatna and
went to Madikeri by road.

En route, Mr. Kumaraswa-
-rny met victims in Avarthi,
Sai Extension and Kuvempu-
nagar Extensionin Kushalna-
gar and assured them of go-
vernment aid.

200 houses submerged
Flood waters had submerged
about 150 to 200 houses in
Sai Extension and another I

400 houses had been affect-l
ed in Kuvempunagar Exten-
sion.

After reaching Madikeri,
Mr. Kumaraswarny met the
district administration offi- t

cials and discussed rescue
and relief operations.

Meanwhile, BJP leader:
B.S. Yeddyurappa too visited
Kodagu and spoke to flood
victims. He was accompa-
nied by BJP MPs, Shobha Ka-
randlajeand Pratap Simha.

G.rou!,d .ltuatlon~Karnataka Chief Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy inspecting a damaged road
during his 'Visit to Kodagu on Sunday. -SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Good Samaritans to the fore

have left to join their rela-
tives. Thanks to the public
there is no problem regard-
ing food or drinking water .
What matters most is per-
manent rehabilitation and
that is the real challenge,"
he added, coordinating re-
lief while handling phone
calls from-people desperate
to track their missing rela-
tives.

Besides, there is no count
of the private homestays of-
fering lodging to victims as
evident by messages on so-
cial media.

"We ran for our life and
there is nothing left in our
villages to return to," said
Parvathi at the camp near
Iggodlu.

1,000 people housed in relief camps run by volunteers

~ISHNAKUMAR .
SUNTIKOPPA

·The devastation across Ko-
dagu has spawned a num-
ber of voluntary initiatives
to supplement the govern-
ment's relief efforts to cope
with the disaster. There are
three relief camps in Sunti-
koppa town, about 16 km
from Kushalnagar - at Srira-
IDa Temple, St. Anthony's
School and the local madra-
sa, and-nearly I,DOO people
are being providedtemper-
ary succour and this is all a
voluntary iriitiative.

Rendered homeless
"Most -people· who have
been rendered homeless
are from Mukkodlu, Mak-

kandur, Tanthipala, Hatti-
hole and Kandanakolli. We
have enough provisions to

. last for another JO days, and
this is all private conttibu-
tion," said Shantharam Ka-
math, one of the coordina-
tors of the relief effort.

He said that when the
news of landslips first came
in on August 16, local youth
rushed in jeeps to rescue vil-
lagers. "Some risked their
lives and trekked into the in-
terior areas to rescue those
stranded;' said Mr. Kamath.

Bopanna,' a resident
coordinating a relief cainp
close to lggodlu near .Ma-
dapura, said: "We had
about 500 people on the
first two days, but some
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Half of farm households indebted: NABARD stud)
\ SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEWDEWlI

Their annual income may just be enough to repay what they borrowed; Telangana, A..P.,Karnaraka top the list with over 70% indebted farnil'es
against the loans tr T ••• ," the
survey report said

More than half the agricultu-
ral households in the coun-
try have outstanding debt,
and ;their average outstand-
ing-tlebt is almost as high as
the average annual income of
;ill agricultural households,
'according to a recent survey
by the Natipnal Bank for
Agriculture and Rural Deve-
lopment (NABARD).

The NABARDAll India Ru-
raI Financial Inclusion Sur-
vey 2016·17covered a sample
of 1.88 lakh people from
40,327 rural households. On·
Iy48% of these are defined as
agricultural households,
which have at least one
member self-employed in
agriculture and which re-
ceived more than fS,OOO as
value of produce from agri-
cultural activities over the-
past year, whether they pos-
sessed any land or not.

NABARDfound that S2.5%
of the agricultural house- ...-Mapping farm debt _
holds had an outstanding ~ Among other things, the NABARDsurvey measured
loan on the date of tbe sw:- ~ incidence of indebtedness (t01), the proportlon of
vey, and thus were consi- '" households reporting outstandinq debt
dered indebted. For non- '
agricultural household. in
rural India, that figure was 10
percentage points lower, at
only 42.8%.

I
Higher liability
Agricultural· households reo
porting any outstanding debt
also had a higher debt liabili-
ty compared with non-agri-
cultural ones.

The average debt of an in-
debted agricultural house-
hold stood at U,04,602 in
comparison to f76,731 for in'
debted non-agricultural
households. '

According to the survey,
the average annual income of
an agricultural household is
fl.07 lakh, That is barely
f2,SOO more than the aver-

• Incidence of indebtedness as per the survey is'52.5%
fOf fl9ricuLtural households and 42.80,'0 for non-
agricultural households. All India 101 taking all rural
households together is 47.4%

age outstanding debt of in-
debted farm households,

The survey found that on-
Iy IO,S%of agricultural hou-
seholds were found to have a
valid Kisan Credit Card at the
time of tbe survey, The

scheme aims to give farmers
credit from the banks with a
simplified and flexible single-
window procedure. House-
holds wbo had the card util-
ised 66% of the sanctioned
_creditlimit, the report s,,!~.

• Average amount of outstanding
debt (ADD) for indebted agriculturaL
.h_~~?~~~~~_~~.~l9.4.~~~~_~ _ .
.. Outstanding debt for indebted non-
-agricultural households is f76.731.
Overall extent.of indebtedness taking all
households combined is f91,407 .
:4i5%·agriru(t~raTh~~se·h·oid;~;p-;;rted··
to have borrowed any money from some
~~~~~:..~~~..~~~~!. .
.•60.4% of agricultural households
borrowed from Instltutionat sources
alone .
:"3oj%j~·o~~~wed·f~~··~~iYi~f~·~~~·L·.

sources and 9.2% of agricuLturaL
households borrowed from both sources
••••••,...•.••••.••.••.• _ ..••_ .••••••••.• ":t- .._. __ .._--'-"'_ •.,•••.••

.. 56.7% of non-aqrtculturalhouseholds
and 58.6% of all households borrowed
from institutional sources
SOURCE: NAB.-\RO, SURVEY REFEREf'iCE YEAR:201S-16

The biggest reason for tak-
ing loans among agricultural
households was capital ex-
penditure for agricultural
purposes, with a quarter of
all loans taken for this pur-
pose.

While 19% of loans were
taken for meeting running
expenses for agricultural
purposes, another 19%were
taken for sundry domestic
needs. Loans for housing
and medical expenses stood
at 11%and 12%,respectively.

While all classes of farm-
ers had debt, the highest in-
cidence of indebtedness
came from those owning
more than two hectares of
land. In that category, 60% of
households are in debt.

AmO)1gsmall and margi-
, nal farmers owning less than

0.4 hectares, slightly less
than 50% of the households
were in debt. Those with
more land were more likely
to have multiple loans.

"This may be attributed to
the fact that these economi-
cally better-off households
are more eligible for taking
loans as they nave enough as-
sets to serve as security

State figures
The southern States of Telarr-
gana (79%), Andhr: :" adesh
(77%), and Karn; - :74%)
showed the highest l-. Isof
indebtedness among a51icul-
tural households, followed
by Arunachal Pradesh (69%),
Manipur (61%),"<rami! Nadu
(60%), Kerala (56%), and oa-
isha(S4%).

Looking at loans taken
.berween July 2015 and june
2016, the survey found that
farm households took less
than half their loans from
commercial banks, While
46% of the loans were taken
from commercial banks, and
another 10% from self-help
groups, almost 40% were ta-
ken from non-institutional
sources such as relatives,
friends, moneylenders and
landlords,

police break
Hardik's plan
to protest
~IAL CORRESPONDENT
o\HMEDABAD

~dik Patel, leader of the
Paidar Anamat Andolan
Samti (PAAS), and more
than \)0 of his supporters
were dlotained here and in
other P"ts of Gujarat on
Sunday btfore he could go
on a hunge'strike.

Violence e-upted in Su-
rat late in the right over the
detention. Mr.Puel alleged I

that "anti social "ements"
were behind the violence.

Mr. Patel hao an-
nounced a day-long f~t in
protest against the denial
of permission to hold a ral- •
ly on August 25 to mark the'
third anniversary of the Pa-
tidar agitation (or reserva-
tion.

The police detained him
while he and his supper-
ters were on their way to
Nikol for the protest.
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Goa may go Kerala way, warns ecologist Madhav Gadgil
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA .
PANAJI, 19 AUGUST C'\~ ,...tp Noted ecologist

~ Madhav Gadgil has
Noted ecologist Madhav Gadg-
il has warned Goa may face
the same fate as the flood-bat-
tered Kerala if it does not
take precautions on the envi-
ronmental front.

Like in some other states,
Goa, too, is witnessing activ-
ities which are driven by
-greed for unlimited profits,
said GadgiJ, who headed a
committee that authored a
.widely debated study on the
'Western Ghats a few years ago.

"Certainly all sorts ofprob-
lems are beginning to surface

warned Goa may
face the same fate
as Kerala if it does
not take precau-
tions on the environ-
mental front.

on the environmental front
in the Western Ghats. Goa, of
course, does not have West-
ern Ghats which are so high
as in Kerala, but I am sure Goa
will also experience all sorts
of problems," he said, react- .

ing to the worst-ever floods
in the southern state.

He said thereason for not
taking any environmental
precaution (in general) is
purely greed for unlimited
profits. .

"You have seen it in Goa
too, The Union government-
constituted Justice M B Shah
commission has estimated
illegal profits of Rs 35,000
crore from illegal mining," he
said. "There is also 'enor-
mous profit in the business
of stone quarrying while there
is very little investment:' he
added while talking about
rampant hill in the Western

Ghats. "The greed for enor-
mous profits has been allowed .
to go on unchecked, which
has actually worsened eco-
nomic disparity in the soci-
ety.

"So now those who are
making money through these
means are even more effec-
tive in getting the government
allow this kind of rampant ille-
gal behaviour," Gadgil said.
The ecologist said govern-
ments have been lax on
implementing environmen-
tal norms.

"The central government
is actually bending over back-
wards to make sure the

/'

National Green Tribunal does
not function properly:' he
said. Gadgil had done exten-
sive studyon Goa's environ-
ment based on the data pro-
vided by iron ore mining
companies in their Environ-
ment Impact Assessment
(ElA) reports in 201l.

He had then said the min-
ing companies submitted
false information in their ElA
reports. "In Goa,. they had
asked me to look into the
impact of mining on envi-
ronment. Every EIA sup-
pressed fact about hydro-
logical impact of mining,"
the 73-year-old expert said.
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.Kodagu reeling '~~~\
under ature's fury;
.3, 00people·sl;Jifted

. ..f·~i ~; •
(

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, 19 AUCUST

Kodagu one Of the major
hillydistncts in Karnataka ,is

:-:reeling under nature's fury as
':~irwitnesses an unprecedented
:. scale of destruction.
. Over2,OOOpersonnelfrom.

'.,~theAnny, Navy and NDRF
~. alongwithstate and other relief
."agencies work tirelessly to
~'rescue victims but continu-
"cous heavy rains are making
I' their task difficult,
" Defence personnel has and Sringeri. Thelandnextto
,~:evacuated over 3,000 peo- the TOad slipped more than
•. ple.A group ofvillagers from 50 it deep, causing anxiety

Makkandur had beenrescued among travellers. Officers of
."by the agencies but the fact' the Public WOI:ks Depart-
v~:remaip.s !hat they have lost rnentvislted the spot and
:..,everything. "There is nothing decided to stop the movement
:,,,Jor us to go back to ," is th€' ofheavy vehicles. on the road.
.: painful refrain. Alreadythe 60 Dogra reg-
., The.number of deaths is iment soldiers and naval

not yetconfirrned but esti- divershave.managed to res-
o .,mates thatsiXpeoplehave died cuenearly900, alocal1V cban-
, . so far, All educational Insti- nel reported. Hundreds of
I=tutiens, including angan- boats as .well equipment
'" wadis, remained closed on Fri- needed forrescueis beingused
.- day. The districtadrninistra - to reach the-affected area.

tion has declared holiday for The state government has
schools and colleges till Sat-' announcedareliefofRs2lakh
urdayin view of the rains. ytho~e"';'·'o::";.tv"!lo t their

Meanwhile, theinflowinto Iiomes and Rs 5 lakh to the
--Harangi dam increased to families of the deceased.

15,285cusecsandtheouttlow Chief minister HD
was 11,911 cusecs, which Kumaraswamy,has also con-'
-would augment the volume ducted an aerial survey to' .
ofwaterreaching Kltxin the gauge the situation besides
downstream. visiting relief centres.

1ncessantrains have been He has further asked offi-
leadingto massive landslides, cials of the Coffee 'Board to
impacting Iife and property assess the loss suffered by the

-even as the Karnataka State district, one ofthe main pro-
Natural Disaster Monitoring ducing areas. In a related

~Centrernaintams thatKodagu development, a fear of epi-
receivedarainfall of about23 demichave surfaced with the

• I em.in tbeJast26 hours.Con- 'need for paediatric medi-
, tinuousrainscausedlandslips . cine and allied health services
• - at Iayapura in Koppa taluk, becomingparamountHealth

forcinglocalauthoritiestoreg-'- . agencies are working round
~ ulate traffic movement on the clock fortherequirementof

the busy road connecting' drugsneededSpeciallYfOrth/e
/ Cbikkamagaluru to Koppa children.

eM ~~1Jcted an aeri-
aLs~yto gauge

.•.:;t'hesl uatlon, Visited
~relief cenfres and the

state government has
announced a relief of
Rs 2 lakh for those
who have lost their

. homes and Rs 5 Iakh
to the families 'of the'
deceased'

•
Covering L. YIS
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Flood toll around 370, over7lakh in camps; waters have started to recede, focus now on rescue and rebuilding says eM Vijayan V
SNS & AGENCIES R
~:~;~NTHAPaRAM, RainfaJl intensity over . o~i~Uflo~%~hit

Kerala decreasing: IMD K'taka district
ual decrease in rainfall in
the state," Mohapatra said.

The IMDsaid it is expe-
cting"heavyrainfall" only
inKozhikode, Kannurand
Idduki districts.

Kerala has been batte-
red by'exceptionally higb
seasonal rainfall" since
August 1, leaving near-
ly half of the state
submerged. Idukki has
reported the maximum
number of deaths, with
43 people losing their
lives since August 8,
according to official esti-
mates. The tataJ number
of deaths has touched 197
in, the state during the
second spell of mOI1-
soon fury, ffl

I

~

therainfuryfinal-
.lyabatedon&mday,
724,649 people
ernained in 5,645

• camps in Kerala following
"oneoftheworsteverfloods"
thathasleftabout370dead
and caused unprecedented
destruction.

. "Ourpruncconccrnwae
tosavelives.Irappearsirhas
been' met, " Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan told the
media amid signs that the
mostdestruct.ivephaseofthe

. floods had ended and that
waterovediowingnuruerous
townsend villageshadstart-
ed to recede.

'It is perhaps one of the
worstevertragedies.Hence
the loss caused is so huge.
So jve will accept all help,"
he said, revea!ingthe extent
of a tragedy which has not
hit the state since 1924.

. ButevenasVijaYdflmaln-
rained that the last stage of

. rescue act was going on.
various WhaW\.pp groups
continued to be flooded
wid) requests for help, espe-
cially from Alappuzha,

On Sundaymoming, U,C
authorities withdrew !:,he

I redalertissuedinthelastof
the three disnicts: Iduldd,
Ernakulam and
Parhanamthirta,

Therewere onlymoder-
ate rains in a few districts.

With fishermen, NCC,
Navyand Air Force connn-
uingtorescuethemarooned,

Sundaysaw the maximum
evacuation of people from
Chengannur, Pandalam,
Thiruvalla, several areas in
Palhanamthittadistrictand
inAluva.Angamalyand Par-
avur in Emakulam.

The chief minister said
22,034peopJehadbeenre;..
cued from flooded homes
and buildings.

'I'he death toll began on
May29whenKernlagotthe
first of the monsoon rains.
But the bulkofthe fatalities
were reponed after Angust
9,whena tragedyofunpreee-
dented proportion gripped
thestateaftersluicegatesof
severalmin-filled damswere
opened.

. Vijayansaid thenext task
would be to help people get
back to normal life.

"Rehabilitation will be
donebyvariousagencies,"
he said, and pledged that
all towns and cities would
be cleaned on a war foot-
ing,

Vijayan paid special trib-
utes to Kerala's famed fish-
ermen who played a key
roIeinresaJinghundtedsand
navigating through dan-
gerous waters.

Every fisherman who
rook part in the rescue act
would be given Rs 3,000
each, hesaid. 'Wewill always
be gratefttl for their sup-
port and help."

Students who lost their
educational materials and
uniforms would gel new
replacements,

Rains in the catchment
areas of the big dams in

Idukki district have sub-
sided and the authorities
haveshuttwoofrhefivetlood-
gatesar theldukki dam. The
outflowofwaterfrom both
the Muilaperiyar and lduk-
ki damshas also reduced.As
a result, the waterflow into
the Periyar and its tribu-
taries thar flow through
Emakulamand'Ihrissurhas
comedown

On Sunday, theKottayam
secroroperated special pas-
senger trains. Thestate-run
KeraJaStateRoadThmsport
Corp also restarted opera-
tions on theMCHoad to Kot-
tayam

But it is not as if all was
going on smoothly.

Healtb minister K.K .
Shailaja admitted that
althoughthewaterlevelhad

NEW DELHI. 19 AUGUST

The rainfall intensity over
Kerala has decreasedover
the past (WO days, the
meteorology department
said today, adding that
there is no alert of heavy
precipitation for the next
four days in the state.

India Meteorological
Department's Additional
Director General Mritun-
jay Mohaparra said, yes-
terdaythe state recorded
9 em of rainfall.

On August 16 and 17,
the state recorded 19 em
and 11 cm of rainfall
respectively, he said.

"Over the past three
days, we have seen a grad-

fallen in many areas, med-
ical facilities might nothave
reached certain regions due
to the magnitude ofthecri-
sis. "Thisisbecausemedical
professionals found it diffi-
cult to reach the affected
areas ... We need a huge
quantity of medicines. A
major health drive is being
planned to prevent com-
municable diseases,", she
said ..

And with the warer level
corning down, it might not
be possible rooperate thebig
boats,foocingrescuerstorely
on small or rubber boats.

But even as help poured

,
into Kerala from all over the
country and abroad, some
vendorsmadeakillingbeea-
useoffoodshonages.Green
chillies, even after police
intervention, was selling at
Rs 120 a kg in .Kochi.

Onions, potatoes and
cabbage were sold at Rs 90
a kg. The retail cost of rice
andsugarshot up byRs 15.

Some people who
reached their homes in
central KeraJa were stunned
after seeing mud and diu
accumulated on Iurni-
lure, with practically all
their possessions
destroyed. ,

BENGALURU,19 AUGUST

More than ,1,500 people
·have been rescued till
today in Kodagu district
of Karan at aka, where six
people bave lost their
lives in floous and land-
slides follOwing heavy
rains in the past several
days.

President Ram Nath
KovindandPlimeMinister
Narendra ~[odi spoke
over phone to ChiefMin-
lster H D Kwnaraswamy,
whoiscampihginthernin~
battered district, over
phoneandCllquiredabout
the situation.

Modiassu.redtoexIend
all required asststance to
the state to fnce the situ-
ation, the Chief Minis-
ter's office SiUd.

"Extended all possible
support in therescueand
reliefoperao4ns. Iprayfor
the saferyanu well-being
ofthosetn theOoodaffect-
ed areas:' th~ PM tweet-
ed. Kumaraswamyinfor-
med Kovind Ihat the dis-
trict ..adminiStration was
managing the rescue-
and-reliefwotkeflieient-
Iy, along with the army,
National Disaster
Response Force (NUllF)
and other ag'.!ncies, and
have rescued more than
3,500 people so 'far, the
CMO said. 1M

Coveting L Y!S
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