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Release 3,000 cusecs

daily: C

auvery panel

Ktaka disagrees, chiefsays it can goto court

ernment to release 3,000
cusecs of river water daily
to Tamil Nady between
September 21 and 30 but
the state did not agree, a
senior officer said.

"After we failed to evolve a
consensus, we passed an
order that Karnataka will
have to release 3,000 cusecs
of water to neighbouring
Tamil Nadu daily from Sep-
tember 21 to 30. This order
1s binding on them," Shashj
Shekhar, Committee Chajr-

——

1

Ministry Secretary, said.

He said Karnataka, how-
ever, did not agree. "...they
(Karnataka) can gotocourt "
the senior officer said.

"The committee took into
consideration the interests
of all participating states,
Inflow posttion, rainfall, daj-
ly water inflow into reser-

voirs of Karnataka, drinking

‘water needs of Karnataka

and irrigation needs of
Tamil Nadu," he said.
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over yet in the city with spell of
light rain likely to occur from
Wednesday. The Met office has
forecast light rain/ thundershow-
er from Wednesday to Saturday.
On Tuesday, the day is likely
to remain cloudy with the maxi-
mum and minimum temperature
likely to hover around 37 and 26
degrees Celsius respectively.

“The monsoon withdrawal
symptoms have still not devel-
oped over the re gion. These
few spell of rain will however
not bring major changes in
the weather,” said Ravinder
Vishen, scientist at the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

The city has so far received
593 mm of rainfall as against the
normal 617mm . However, the
monsoon in Delhi is still normal
and not deficient. In the district
wise distribution, the north-
west, east and northeast Delhi
has monsoon deficient of 30, 55
and 46 % respectively.

On Monday, the weather was
hot and humid with the maxi-
mum temperature settling at 36.8
degrees Celsius, two degree above
normal. The minimum tempera-
ture was recorded at 26.1 degrees
Celsius, a notch above average.

The humidity wavered
between a high and low of 84
and 41%.

The city and the adjoining
areas had received highest rain-
fall on August 31 which had put
the city to a halt with water log-
ging and traffic.
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DRY STATE Majority of the country recieved good rain while
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NEW DELHI: Karnataka could
be the first state to declare a
drought this year, as the mon-
soon, below average so far, has
been scanty in some regions.

The monsoon, on its last
legs, has been 5% below nor-
mal, despite being predicted to
be surplus. Nearly 86% of the
country’s area received normal
Or excess rains, but the rains
were patchy in the rest 14%.

This overall spread prompted
Union minister of agriculture
and farmer’s welfare Radha
Mohan Singh to say last week
that the country could be headed
for a bumper summer harvest.

According to the meteorologi-
cal (Met) department’s classifi-
cation, monsoon is considered
normal if it is within 96-104%
of the 50-year average of 89 cm.

Meteorologists are hoping
that a last burst of showers
in states, such as Goa, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and coastal
Karnataka as well as Gujarat
to bridge the deficit.

At least three states — Kerala,
Karnataka and Gujarat — are
battling drought-like conditions
in some districts. Karnataka has

seven districts with deficien-
cies higher than 15%. Kerala
has recorded a 32% shortfall
while Gujarat’s deficiency has
been 26%.

A ministerial panel set up
by the Karnataka government
1s assessing the extent of crop
loss and water shortfall in rain-
deficit districts to make a deci-
sion on declaring drought.

In Gujarat’s Kutch region,
farmers were advised to sow
castor and cluster beans
instead of oilseeds because of
poor rains, N Chattopadhyay;,
the deputy director general of
the Met department told HT

at least three states |nclud|ng Kerala, Gu1arat have re0|eved less
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- Pollee arrest Kannada activists durl thelr protest over the Cauvery
water issue, in Bengaluru on Thursday
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This pushed up overall acre-
age under foodgrains by 8%,
while that of pulses by 29%,
according to the agriculture
ministry. Farmers have sown
105.9 million hectares, which
15 99.7% of the area normally
sown during summer.

In contrast, rains have been

. Very poor in many districts in

southern peninsular states,
such as Kerala, the whole of
northeast and even Punjab and
Haryana.

Karnataka’s law minister TN
Jayachandra, said a decision
on drought would be taken only
after September 30

Release 3,000 cusecs

Press Trust of India
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NEW DELHI: The Cauvery super-
visory committee ordered
Karnataka on Monday to release
3,000 cusecs of water from the
river to Tamil Nadu daily
between September 21 and 30.

The supervisory commit-
tee, In its previous meeting
on September 12, had failed to
arrive at any decision for want
of adequate information which
was to be made available by the
river basin states. It had asked
them to provide the information
by September 15.

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
had submitted to the commit-
tee data about withdrawal of
water, its utilisation, variation
in rainfall and its impact on
the actual run-off over a period
of 29 years in their respective
Cauvery basin areas, according
to a source.

Besides Shekhar, chief secre-
taries of TN, Karnataka, Kerala
and Puducherry and the central
water commission chairman
are members of the committee,
formed to implement the final
award of the Cauvery Water

of Cauvery water till 30

TN AND KARNATAKA HAD
SUBMITTED DATA ABOUT
WITHDRAWALOF
WATER, VARIATION IN
RAINFALL AND IMPACT

Disputes Tribunal.

The Supreme Court (SC) had
on September 5 asked Tamil
Nadu to approach the commit-
tee, headed by Union water
resources ministry secretary
Shashi Shekhar, over the issue.

On that day, the apex court
had asked Karnataka to release
15,000 cusecs of water per day
for a period of 10 days to Tamil
Nadu to ameliorate plight of
farmers there.

Karnataka, which is the upper
riparian state, approached the
SC on September 11 seeking
modification of its order.

A day later, the court modified
the order, reducing the quantum
of water to be released to Tamil
Nadu and other states to 12,000
cusecs per day until September

20, when the SC will hear the
matter again.
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6 g0 Imssmg in fl ash ﬂoods

STAFF REPORTER

KOZHIKODE: Six youths_ who
were bathmg In ariver at Pas-
ukkadavu in Maruthongara
panchayat went missing on
Sunday evening following a
flash flood. Three others
who were part of the nine-
member group were rescued
by local people. All the
youths hail from Kothodu in
the district.

Rural police identified the
missing youths as Vipindas
Devan, 20; P, Rajessh, 24; As-

wanth Chandran, 20; Akshay

Rajeevan, 18; P. Vishnu, 19:
and A. Sajin, 18.

- Local people'said the flash

flood occurred as a result of
the torrential downpour in

various places in Wayanad
district. The youths were un-
aware of the danger though it
was slightly raining in the re-
gion. |
Though an intensive
search was carried out in
various stretches of the river,
the rescue teams could not
spot any of the victims till
late in the evening. An unex-
pected rise in the water level,

e T OOTOTITR,

heavy rain and fading light
also hit the search operations
carried out by the Fire and
Rescue Service teams.
Following the incident, the
Revenue Department issued
an alert to the residents who
live close to the riverbank.
Arrangements have been

~ taken to shift some of the

families along the Kadanthra
river to safer locations.
Baburaj, vice-president ' of
Maruthongara  panchayat,
said it was a dangerous spot

where similar accidents had

taken place earlier too.

AN
Inflow at Mettur

dam dlpS further

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

SALEM: The: quantum of real-

iIsation of water from the
Cauvery at the Mettur dam
dipped further on Sunday.
The dam received an in-
flow of 11,655 cusecs on Sat-

urday which dropped to

10,857 cusecs on Sunday. The

dam had registered an inflow

of over 15,000 cusecs for five
days since September 10 fol-
lowing the release of water

from the Krishnaraja Sagar

and the Kabini reservoirs in

Karnataka. The inflow reg-

istered a fall since Thursday.

Water level 86.33 feet

However, water level in
the dam rose to 86.33 feet

| against its full height of 120

~ feet.

The storage level was

- 48.556 tmc against its full ca-

pacity of 93.47 tmc. About
1,250 cusecs is being dis-
charged from the dam for
meeting the drinking water
needs of the delta districts,
according to sources.

The inflow at Blhgundlu
the entry point in Krish-
nagiri

- Cauvery enters Tamil Naduy,
- remained at 12,000 cusecs on

. Sunday evening.

district where the |

':Eﬁi@'?l’-iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ:f:-ﬁf':'-:.‘:f-f:.'-f-;-::.: S e et L



zares 1 9[9) e

" Gustan Times ( Delhl )

7 Ty (vt )
~ Tribune ( Chandigarh )
Tr:. Hindy ( Chennai )

-] H1TTH

....................................................................................................

\/TfAssam Iribune ( Guwahati )

Times of India { Mumbai ]
The Telegraph ( Kolkata }

( gear)

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

%"Thmm-t Proliit, /v YL

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

The Deccan Chronical | Hyderabad )

Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

~ With good rains, fewer farmers
~opt for Crop insurance this year

Bhavila..laln@tlmesgroup com

Mumbai: A good monsoonin
most parts of thestate is help-
ing the dull agriculture sec-
tor recover. Agriculture de-
partment data shows that the
number of farmers who have
opted for crop insurance has
dwindled considerably, com-
pared to last year.

One of worst droughts hit
the state last year and 84 1akh
farmers had opted for insur-
ance. This year, even as the
government has rolled out a
new insurance scheme that
has increase indemnity lev-
els, only 53 lakh opted for it.

Government officials
said that a major reason for
the decrease was good rain-
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One of worst droughts had hit
Maharashtra last year and 84
|lakh farmers opted for insurance

fall in most parts of the state
and expectation of a healthy
crop vield. Also, the new in-

surance scheme has now
been made voluntary.

The Pradhan Mantri Pik
Bima Yojana (PMPBY) has
been implemented in the
state from this year. It’s a cen-
tralschemeunder which poli-
cy the premium to be paid by
farmers has been reduced to
2% of the sum insured for all
the crops, and the rest will be
borneby the state and central
governments.
PMPBY, many more condi-
tions in which claims can be
made in case of a damaged
crop, have been included, like

post-harvest losses. The in

demnity levels have also been
increased from 60-70%, soO
that higher damages can be
recovered.

Under the

“Therains have been very
good this year, which has
made farmers hopeful about
a good crop yield and so farm-
ers did not take any insur-
ance,” said a senior agricul-
ture department official. So
far more than 98% of the sow-
ing for the kharif season has
been completed.

Another official said un-
der the new scheme, sugar-
cane growers have been ex-

cluded, so the numbers have

dwindled. Of the set target of
over Rs 37,000 crore as agri-
culture loans to farmers, RS
27.000 crore has been dis-
bursed. This year over40lakh
farmers have taken farm

loans, as against 37 lakh last
year.

.................................................................................................................................................
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K’taka asked to release 3 000 cusecs from Wed

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 19 September

The Cauvery Supervisory
Committee today directed
Karnataka to release 3,000
cusecs of water for ten days
starting from 21 Septem-
ber.

The decision was taken
in view of the recent violence
in Bangalore after the
Supreme Court asked Kar-
nataka to release 12,000
cusecs till 20 September.

The committee, which
met here today, also said it
would look into the interests
of all the participating states.
The committee would con-
sider various aspects, includ-
ing the inflow position, rain-
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water in the reservoirs of
Karnataka, the drinking
water needs of Karnataka
and the need of samba crop
in Tamil Nadu, said a senior
officer of the Water
Resources Ministry;

[t was the seventh meet-
Ing of the committee and it
was decided to meet more fre-

S T R -
......
..............
i T e e R

......
Sy e

-'|'| - |'|'.'a‘.'. .,:.' ":..

qhently to resolve the lssue

amicably. The chief secre-
taries of Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Puducherry and
the representative from Ker-
ala gave a detailed presen-
tation of the water situation.
“The committee tried to
reach a conclusion but Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka did not
agreetoaparticularfigure

of release of water which
was based on scientific
facts,” the officer said. |

The committee also de-
cilded that the Central Water
Commission would draw
up anew protocol of online
collection of datarelated to
rainfall and flow of water on
real time basis which may
be shared simultaneously
with all the states concerned.

“The cost of developing
this protocol will be shared
by the three states and UT
of Puducherry,” the Com-
mittee said.

The next meeting has
been called in October. It
would also meet once every
month from February next
year, the Ministry said.
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per to seek PM's
minister

cauvery: Not pro
intervention,

State govt ber from Karnataka, said the 'Govt bungled Cauvery row’
. ; . o BJP’s position had been made Atanother event, Union Minis-
playing pohtlca] Jent by state president BS Yed-  ter for Chemicalsand Fertilizers
. - . dyurappa that the matter is in Ananth Kumar said the state \
galne on riots the court and it is under adjudi- would not have faced the pres- |
. cation ent Cauverywater sharing crisis

Slthal‘aman (;\ intervention of Modi in cesolv-  work” properly.
\ i i Speaking to reporters, Ku-

| BENGALURU: Union Minister sharing dispute with neighbour- mar said the present govern-
| of State for Commerce and In-  ing Tamil Nadl. ment indulging in “politics” on
.| dustries Nirmala Sitharaman On Home Ministe: issues such as Cauvery waters
. | on Sunday said that it was not meshwara’s statement on the had severely hurt the interests
proper to seek Prime Minister possible involvement of the of the state. Instead, the govern-

i's 1 ' Sangh ment should have done its

\ | Narendra Modi’s intervention Rashtriya Swa
- (RSS) in stoking ?iolence over homework properly and con-

in the Cauvery issue as the mat-
terwas being adjudicated by the theCauveryissue in Bengaluru, vinced the Supreme Court of
Sitharaman said state govern- the severe distress situation in

.| courts.
-1 Speaking to reportcrs here, ment was playing a political the Cauvery basin, he said. |
DH News Service - |

Nirmala. a Rajya Sabha mem-  gane.
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'BENGALURU: A couple of dis-
mcmmthesm‘.erecewedrams
on Sunday. -
SeveralplacesmUlmmKan
nada district received moder-
ate rainfall. It was a synny ds
inKarvar tll afie mm

| gar recewed rains intermit-
tently throughout the day.
DH News Service |
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Vishwa.Mohan@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Backed by well-
distributed monsoon rains
this year, India is expected to

. register a record foodgrain

production during the 2016-17
crop year (July-June). The
government has already set a
target of 270.10milliontonnes
of yield for the year — sur-
passingits previous record of
265.04 million tonnes in 2013-
14.

Though the current year
has reported 5% of deficit
rainfall so far, adequate rains
in July and August, especially
in water stressed areas,
where it was needed during
peak sowing season, has sent
positive signals.

Rainfall this year got the
water level in major reser-
voirs up to satisfactory levels
as compared to two consecu-
tive drought years of 2015 and
2014 when the country had re-
ported 14% and 12% of deficit
rains respectively. This along

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

e
iy
/- 27010
: i ®
2800 sy
200 21311 ««-Foodgrain production -
i &1 7 million tonnes (MT) "
150 ._.;.. ) R ﬂﬂ_fﬂﬁ# P
1457 1466 182471709 1834 19.2 1715 1647 .
200809 09.10 10-11 11-12 1213 13-14 1415 15-16 2016-17
*Estimated **Target

-

with good soil moisture con-
dition has signalled the possi-
bility of better rabiseason in
terms of acreagé, makingthe
prospect of achieving the tar-
get of record foodgrain pro-
duction brighter.

“Overall, monsoon has
been favourable for farmers
this year. We have received
good rains and distribution
was also good. 1 am sure, we
will have record production
this year,” Union agriculture
minister Radha Mohan Singh
said while addressing a con-
ference onrabicrops.

The government has a tar-
get -of 20.75 million tonnes
(MT) for pulse production
during 2016-17 which includes
13.50MT of pulses output
from the rabi season.

Urging states to promote
pulses even in the rabi season
beginning Octobet, Singh
said, “States should prepare
work plans for more coverage
of rabi pulses and oilseeds In
rain-fed areas.”
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U’khand plans royalty on Centre’s Ganga *
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DEHRADUN: The Uttarakhand gov-
ernment is drafting a policy to
impose a royalty on the use of
Ganga water for “commercial”
purposes, whether. it concerns
the sale of Gangajal by the postal
department or power generation
by hydel projects.

The Harish Rawat govern-
ment estimates that charging 80
paise for each litre of water from
the holy river would ensure an
annual revenue of 3200 crore for
state coffers. “Norms for royalty
on exploitation of Ganga water,
including the central govern-
ment’s scheme for sale of water

sourced from Gangotri and
Rishikesh, are being framed. We
have asked department officials
to prepare a draft policy in this
regard,” Uttarakhand chief sec-
retary Shatrughna Singh told HT.

Hydel power projects— which
use water from the river to pro-
duce electricity — would also
have to pay up, other officials
said. A large amount of the elec-
tricity generated by these units
is sold outside the state through
the northern grid.

Under a central initiative,
the postal department began
selling Ganga water collected
from Uttarakhand through post
offices across India. The demand
for the water — used for by pious
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Hindus in religious rituals —1s

said to be overwhelming.

The policy is being finalised
by irrigation secretary Anand
Vardhan. Sources said the gov-
ernment is also studying similar
royalties imposed in other states,
including Madhya Pradesh.

“A comprehensive policy to
charge royalty on water from
all the rivers in the state will
be drafted soon,” Vardhan said.

Experts, however, are divided
on Uttarakhand’s authority to
levy aroyalty on water: “Idoubt if
the state government can frame
a law in this regard. According
to the Indian Mines Act and
Mining and Mineral Act, royal-
ties are applicable only on miner-
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water sale sourced from Rishikesh, (Gangotri

als and intellectual properties.
Water is not a mineral but afree
resource,” said BS Rawat, a sen-
ior advocate and taxation expert.

However, chartered account-
ant Anand Rawat claimed oth-
erwise. “As water figures in the
state list of the Constitution,
Uttarakhand has the authority
to tax or impose royaity on the
water of Ganga or any other
river being exploited within its
territory,” he said.

The postal department, under
a central initiative, began sell-
ing Ganga water on July 10. It
charges 25 for a 200-ml bottle
of water from Gangotri, and
335 for a 500-ml bottle of water
from Rishikesh.
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NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 19

A SUPREME Court-mandated
committee on Monday ordered
Karnataka to release 3,000 cubic
feet per second{cusec)of Cauvery
water every day from September
21 to 30 to Tamil Nadu as an in-
terim solution to the dispute be-

~ tween the two states over shar

ing of the river water. o
This is substantially lower
than the 12,000 cusec per day

that Karnataka has been releas- -

ing $ince September 12 on the
B\directions of the Supreme Court,

Covering L., YIS

with Monday's order. So was
Tamil Nadu. |

“Karnataka opposed the re-
lease of any water, citing the posi-

tion of groundwater and its drink-

ing water needs. Tamil Nadu

requested the release of water in
“accordance withthe award of the
‘Cauvery tribunal. There was no
“agreement. As chairman of the
- Cauvery Supervisory Committee,
inaccordance with the directions
of the Supreme Court, I therefore
‘passed an order considering all
' thedataand relevantinformation

hefore us,” Water Resources
Secretary Shashi Shekhar, who

tee,said. - | -
Shekhar said the states could
approach the Supreme Court if
they were aggrieved with the or-
der. Karnataka was displeased
with the Supreme Court order of
September 12 as well, but has
been complying with the direc-
tion to release 12,000 cusec wa-
ter per day till September 20.
The committee, which in-
cludes representatives from
Keralaand Puducherry aswellas
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, will

' meetagainnext monthtodecide

on the sharing of water for the
next few days.
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Specnu, CORRESPONDENI‘

BENGALURU: _Elaborate Js_e curity
measures, involving over

16,000 personnel, have been 3 .

put - in  place
Bengaluru, and several thou-
sand more
‘Cauvery basin region as a
precautionary  measure
ahead of the apex court hear-
ing on the matter on Tues—-
day. |
Even the sale of alcohol

has been banned from 6 am

on Tuesday to 1 am on

Wednesday in Bengaluru to’

ensure security as the police
force and the State govern-
ment are keen to ensure that
~ the city functions normally
and there is no untoward in-
cident or protest.

Schools and colleges are
expected to remain open
_and ublic transport, includ-
ing the KSRTC, the BMTC
and Namma Metro, are ex-
. pected to functmn normally

3 "
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across the

across = Y&

‘Nearly 16 000 pohcemen
apart from the para-military
forces, will be deployed in

Bengaluru, and 4,000 per-

sonnel, including personnel

from the Indo-Tibetan Bor-
_der Police have been de-
ployed in Mandya district to
_ﬁ_:_,prevent any law and order
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| preblem that may arise.

“Railway stations, bus de-

~ pots and airports will be

provided sufficient security.

Besides, Section 144 is in
place till September 25 in
Bengaluru,” said a senior po-
lice officer.

- Security has - been
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'EAI(ING NO CHANCES Tlght securlty near Bengaluru rallway statlon on Monday — PHOTO SUDHAI(AR JAIN

tlghtened around all the four
reservoirs in the Cauvery
basin and  the Bengaluru-

‘Mysuru hi ghway.

Meanwhile, with borders

_being sealed. to keep away

traffic on Tuesday, move-
ment of vehicles are likely to

- be aﬁected.
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CH. V.M. KRISHNA RAO

| DC o
HYDERABAD, SEPT. 18

For the first time, both
Telangana and AP gov-
ernments are successful-
ly managing the area
Irrigated by various proj-

ects though the Srisai-

lam dam is just half full
and water at the Nagar-
Junasagar is hovering at
dead storage level. |
Srisailam dam has so
far got 214 tmc ft of water
of which about 75 tmc ft
has been used. It is able
to supply water to
Srisailam right main
canal, Telugu Ganga and
Handri Neva projects to
irrigate three lakh acres
besides supplementing
the area under KC canal,

normally fed by the

Tungabhadra.

The Krishna River
Management Board, at
1ts last meeting, directed
authorities to release
‘water from Srisailam to
Nagarjunasagar till the
water level reaches 834 ft
and store the remaining
as drinking water for
both Telangana and AP
The authorities, howev-
er, did not comply since
the recent rains helped
the standing crops.

The Telangana govern-
ment did not seek releas-

3
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house as there was no
demand for electricity.
This helped Srisailam
dam authorities to keep
storage beyond the 854 ft
level ensuring supply to
Rayalaseema.

The Telangana govern-
ment diverted Krishna
waters from Jurala fore-
shore to some new lift

irrigation projects and.

allowed farmers to raise
irrigated dry crops with
an assurance that water
would be provided. This
apart, water is being pro-
vided from the Jurala
project to raise paddy in
about two lakh acres.
The Nagarjunasagar

dam, lifeline for both .

Telangana and AP, has
water at 510 ft against
the full level of 590 ft.
Authorities tried to
maintain water at the 513
ft level for the last few
weeks. The dam has so

LS5 water to Srisailam
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es through the ‘power

# SRISAILAM dam
was able to provide

right main canal,
Telugu Ganga and
Handri Neva.

% DEMAND TO “
release water is
expected to arrive
when rains stop.

far received about 60 tmc
ft water from Srisailam.
That was distributed
between the two states
for Krishna Pushkaralu
and for drinking water
needs. Good rain helped
farmers ' raise Crops
while using water from
the dam for seed beds.
The Telangana govern-
ment has decided to sup-
ply water for crop wet-
ting for 3 lakh acres in
Zone-1 (Nalgonda dis-
trict up to Palair reser-
volr 'in Khammam). No
decision has been taken
for 8 lakh acres covering
Zones 2 and 3 where
farmers have raised
Crops using rainwater.
The demand to release
water 1s expected later
“We hope we can manage
as we still have our quota
In Srisailam but not for
the entire area,” Sunil,
chief engineer, Nagar-
Junasagar Dam, told DC.
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There is significant

‘Improvement in raising

Crops across Telangana
thanks to the recent

‘heavy rain, which helped
increase storage in irri-

gation projects.
- According to the latest

- report of the Telangana

Agriculture Department,
all the ten districts are
now. categorised as hav-
ing received ‘normal’
rain as on September 14.

As per norms of com-
puting, normal is plus or
minus 19 per cent.
Against the norm of 649
mm during the south-
west monsoon, ‘the state
received 654 mm by
September 14. It was 534
mm last yvear

The total area sown in
the state reached 37.18
lakh hectares, against
the norm of 43.43 lakh
hectares, under areas
covered by assured irri-
gatlon sources and those
depending on rain.

According to agricul-

‘Rains are normal
. across TS districts

B THE TOTAL area
SOwn in the state
reached 37.18 lakh
hectares, against
the norm of 43.43
lakh hectares.

2 MORE AREAS are
now being sown
after the recent sat-
isfactory rains.

ture department princi-
pal - secretary C.
Pardhasarathy, more
areas are now being
sown after the recent
rains and due to
Increased storage levels
at irrigation projects.
Irrigation minister T
Harish Rao said that due
to increased inflows in
Singur dam, the govern-

ment would release
water to Singur,
Nizamsagar and

Ghanpur this vear to
help farmers raise crops.
He said that even under
Sriramsagar Project he
was hopeful of raising
paddy transplantations
on six lakh acres.

—
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After government'’s cold
response, residents step

in to save Varthur Iake

Niveditha Jain
BENGALURU: After the recent

| catfish Kkill, volunteers from

Whitefield Rising group
(Varthur lake team) and
Varthur Rising have decided to
save the water body without de-
pending on the government.
To start with, volunteers

| plan to equip all the 17 inlets at

Varthur lake with solid waste
traps that prevent waste from
entering the lake.

The waste collected would
be disposed of with the help of
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) at
regular intervals, =

Jagadish Reddy, a volunteer
from Whitefield Rising,said:
“A mesh to hold macrophages
(weeds) floating around the
lake would be placed. This
would help keep the water
body healthy. There are also
plans to set up a water treat-
ment apparatus after consul-
tations about a suitable tech-
nology at Varthur Idgah Road
inlet on a pilot basis. Weare in
talks with a few SpOIlSOFS and
hope to execute the proj ects at
the earliest.”

. There are two sewage out-
lets located in north and south
east side of the lake. Sewage
from upstream, apartments

| H|z||'1'1mn|lm|nnmmnnn@m
Short-termplans

® 2-4 hours to be spent every
weekend to remove solid

waste floating on the lake us-

ing coracles with the help of
local farmers and volunteers.
R’ Awareness campaigns
among public on the lake’s
condition.

® Preparing a list of equip-
ment and estimates needed
to execute the Iake rev:val
project,

# Finding sponsors for equip-
ment required. |

and effluents from industries
besides dumping of garbage
are choking the lake.

Elan Kulandaivelu, another
Whitefield Rising volunteer
said they decided to take up
lake revival as there was no re-
sponse from the government
even after several memoranda
were submitted to authorities
concerned.

Meanwhile, Karnataka
State Pollution and Control
Board (KSPCB) chairman Lak-
shman told DH that after the
recent fishkill, the board’s of-
ficers inspected the lake and

“have sent the water samples

for testing.
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Bengaluru staring at a severe
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water cri SlS warns IS¢ study

JoskKy Khanna

ENGALURU: An Ongoing
tudy by ateam of re-
earchers from the Indian
nstitute of Science (11Sc) has
ndicated that Bengaluru

vill soon face a huge water
risis. The study that s like-
v to be out soon says that If
0 immediate steps are tak-
n, the city will go dry.

Prof T V Ramachandra
rom the Centre of Energy and
NVetlands Research Group at
he I1Sc said that despite floods
n July 2016, the city is set to
xXperience water crisis be-
ause of improper planning
nd ineffective implementa-
lon of the existing policies.

The Cauvery water dispute
7rith the neighbouring Tamil
ladu will also have a bearing
n the city’s water needs be-
ause of increasing dependence
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The studﬂf pdints out thaf wéstage dueto Ieakagés and indis-
criminate use is adding to the growing problem.

on piped water. This apart, the
study points out that wastage
due to leakages and indiscrim-
inate use by people is also
adding to the growing problem.

Prof Ramachandra said
that Bengaluru annually re-
ceives 750- 800 mm rainfall
while the city lakes can hold
only 35 tmcft. “At least 98%
water bodies in the city are en-

croached upon,” he said. Of
the 35 tmcft water stored in
the city lakes, 90% 1s sewage-
fed water, the study points.
The Bangalore Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB) supplies 1400 mld
everyday from Cauvery river.
There are 9.15 lakh connec-
tionsin the city. Their estimate
shows that 1.4 lakh consumers

,E-F*ﬂl!#."_{“'-t"rtl'ﬁ" e D mgE b Ltk o - onm a
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B City has lost 79% water
bodies.

¥ There is 925% increase in
concretisation

& 75% of city land paved

& 98% lakes encroached upon
» 90% lakes are sewage-fed

should instal rain water har-
vesting systems, but only
62,000 have it. BWSSB 1s yet
to reach out to 10 villages in
the CMC and TMC areas.

The study also pointed out
that Bengaluru generates 15
tmceft sewage water daily. Of the
water used by Bengalureans,
70%1s wasted and joins sewage
lines and the rest is lost by vari-
ous means like evaporation,
leakage and others, the ongoing
study by the team revealed.

The study also touches upon
the water quality of most of

lakes, revealing that they are
highly polluted. Over 79% of
city lakes fall under Class E cat-
egory (for irrigation, industrial
cooling, controlled waste dis-
posal) and 29% lakes fall under
Class D and E (can be used for
wildlife and fisheries). The re-
search team also showed that
there has been an 88% loss in
green cover in the city, a 79%
loss in water bodies, a 925% in-
crease in concrete land from
1970 to 2006 and over 75% of
city land has paved surfaces.
“Unless water is used judi-

_ciously, rain water harvesting

strictly implemented, inter-
connectivity of lakes and drains
restored, there will be severe
water crisis, especially in the
backdrop of less rainfall in the
Cauvery basin. There is also a
need to treat and recycle
secwage water,” Prof Ra-
machandra explained.

DH News Service
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'IBENGALURU A few places
" in the state continued tore-

Kanlkumbi, theblrﬂlplaceo
. ’RlverMalaprabha,Jam ti,

celveranlfallonSa"'__ day.
‘Khanapur town. and |

‘Nagargali and other. places |

in Belagavi district received
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_ern parts of the taluk re-

ceived hght showers.
Belagavi city and the sur-

| roundmgs recewed hght !

and it w%aé_ _fo_llowe y
-~ drizzle. )
o Ballhongal recelved hght-

<howers, while the sky re-- i

mamedovercastthroughout
the day in Kittur and sur-
rounding areas. Parts of

Chikkodi taluk also received
light showers during the

da |
}Ir{ams contlnued to lash

Kalaburagi district on Sat-

urday also, but with less m— |

ten51ty

average r

. The. d1str1ct recewed a.n _

“There were no Iep!
any loss of life o roperty

Kodagu district- i'ecelved

e of 8,62 mm of |
an ‘average o 24 hours |

~The water level in the Ha- |

ramfall in the

3 726 CuSecs, whilé 2,000 .
cuseCS Of W'ater J.S I‘E1e “3

mto the rwer

\

amfa]lof94mmf
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Wasting Water

Indza needs economic incentives, technology (\P
and regulations to tackle water stress

T wodisquietingdevelopments] havefore grounded Indla’s growmg |

water crisis. Even as Karnataka and Tamil Nadu limped backto
normalcy following friction over sharmg river water, meteoro-
logical reports indicate that southwest monsoon this year may be below
normal. This comes on the heels of two years of deficient rainfall,
puttmgmore pressure on groundwater resources. Water shortage poses |
an economic, environmental and security threat toIndia. It’s important
alllevels of government understand the gravity of the situation. Things
can change but that requires an integrated approach which combines
economic incentives, fechnology and tighter regulations.
Agriculture uses about 80% of India’s water
resources. A solution, therefore, must focus on
 changing agricultural practices. Indian agricul-
R turemmeﬂ‘lcwntinitsuseof water. Weusetwo to
3.~ four times more water to produce a unit of major
Y A\ food crop than China or Brazil. Within India, a
4 Punjab or a Maharashtra which are among the
%) most water intensive producers of rice and sugar
: are key producer states. To get away from this
" suboptimal situation, governments must realise
7 that power subsidies have had an adverse impact
on irrigation patterns. States must break the groundwater—energy |
nexus toremove a perverse incentive to overuse groundwater -
Decades of perverse incentives have led to a ‘situation Where_
65% of the wells in India registered a dechne when water level this -
= year was compared with the last decade’s average. Action on power
subsidies needs to be complemented with use of technolo gy tocarry
out aquifer mapping. Efforts thus far have been haphazard and |
technology needs to be used more effectlvely Technology andtighter
regulations also need to be combined to mitigate water contamina- . |
tion. India may be water stressed but so is Israel, whlch manages 1ts -
water resources farbetter to obv1ate any shortage e T
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Mumbai sees
_heavy rainfall,
waterloggmg m
Khar Mazgaon

Tmes NEws NETWOR]{ S

) Mumhai. Over 100mm of ram o
_-'wasmcordedatﬂlecolahaweat S

. her station forthe 24 hours en- -,

. ding Saturday morning. The ci-

: ty had experienced heavy rain--

: “fall on Fridayand isexpectedto -
_conﬁnuetodosoforthenextﬁi_ .

: hours. o
: Acoordmg to the remrdmgs f

-.ofﬂlemd.laMeteomloglcalDe-jj |
: partment, the Colaba weather
: station received 1042 mm rain

: between 8.30am Fnday and
: BSOmnSaturday S N
SunﬂaﬂyﬂleSantacruzwe—;_;.. |

: 'ather station received 503 mm-

i during the same period. During

: thedayon Saturday, Colabaand =~
: Santacruz had received 7 mm-
and10.9mm respectively

2 Theheavyramsa]sokeptthe |
: moisture levels high with Cola-

: baand Santacruzrecordmg%%

: and 92% respectively humldlty |

onSatmﬂay T
: Weaﬂlermenhavepredlctedf |

5 the heavy rainfall to continue in

. Mumbai and its surrounding
areas up to Tuesday. “Thereco- .
uld be heavy rainfall for many
placesin Konkan'and Mumbai , - -
for the next few days,” said KS -
Hosalikar, deputy director gene-._;_-- s
“ral, westernregion, IMD. i
" Waterlogging was. reported R
m ‘several lowlying areas, like =

Hmdmam Bor:wh, Khar Su]}- o

A BMC oiﬁ(:lal sald the o
had not led to any maJor

P A

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru }
The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )



News item/letter/article/editorial published

,Ad-ﬂ.&[(in the

Nav Bharat Ti M.

Punjab Keshari (Hindi)
The Hindu
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Hindustan Times es (Hindi)

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

P.Chronicle

\__—"*~aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation
Nai Duniya (Hindi)

Deccan
Deccan

Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

Chronicle The Times of India (A)

Herald

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.
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