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Fmahse body
for Cauvery

TN. insists that

thﬂ Q1 lpyornc )

Court appoint
an autherity J(P

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Tamil ‘Nadu ‘govern-
ment mmstedfom’l‘uesday
that the Supremé:Court it-
self should finally appoint
an authority and frame a
scheme for sharing and
management - of Cauvery
river waters among Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala
and Puducherry, and not
leave the responsibility to
the Centre.

Arguing before a Special
Bench of Chief Justice of In-
dia Dipak Misra, Justices
Amitava Roy and A.M. Khan-
wilkar, Tamil Nadu, repres-
ented by senior advocate
Shekhar . Naphade, said it
has for the past 25 years had
a frictional relationship with
Karnataka over Cauvery,
and had often to make the
journey to the Supreme
Court for release of water.

The day-long hearing saw
the court chide the Centre
for not implementing the fi-
nal award of the Cauvery
Tribunal in 2007.

Centre questioned :
The court questioned the re-
luctance shown by the
Centre to cet up of the
Cauvery Management Board
and frame a scheme for im-
plementation of the tribunal
award despite it having been
notified in 2013.

“It was your responsibil-
ity to frame a scheme,” the

- court asked the Centre, ap-

pearing through ~Solicitor
General Ranjit Kumar.

Mr. Kumar said the
Centre did set up the
Cauvery River Water Au-
thority and Supervisory
Committee following the Su-
preme Court's direction. It
had, in fact, been waiting
for some clarifications on
the tribunal-award. Mr. Ku-
mar said the Centre had de-
cided to wait till the Su-
preme Court took a final call
on the tribunal award.

‘water sharing

Bone of contention: The
Cauvery flows in Tiruchi.

Water let out
from Kabini

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

The Kabini reservoir has
reached its brim for the first
time in three years with the
revival of monsoon.

The Irrigation
Department authorities,
who have already sounded a
flood warning to people
residing in villages
downstream, began
releasing 16,000 cusecs of
water early on Tuesday by
opening four crest gates of
the reservoir.

But Chief Justice Misra re-
sponded thst the Centre
should not have let a va-
cuum prevail after the
tribunal’s award.

Senior advocate Fali Nar-
iman, for Karnataka, sub-
mitted that the Board or Au-
thority should be headed by
a former Supreme Court
judge. While Mr. Kumar said
the tribunal award was not

" clear about water release

during times of distress, Mr.
Nariman differed to say
there was no clarity in the
award in times of surplus.
Mr. Naphade objected to

~any fiddling with the

monthly release of water as
this would impact the

tate’s seasonal crops.
Karnataka interjected to
submit that there should not
be any restriction on how it
uses its share,
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in big demand
B AP, TS can draw water,
move Krishna river board

CH. V.M. KRISHNA RAO
1DC. -

* HYDERABAD, SEPT. 18

The water ‘level at the
Srisailam dam rose past
the Minimum Draw
Down Level (MDDL) of
854 ft on the back of an
average -of “1.7. lakh
cusecs flowing :in from
the. Jurala -project on
Monday. "

“The . full . reservoir
level at Srisailam is 835
feet; the water stood at

- 855 ft -on. :‘Monday

.

‘evening against 848.30 ft
on Sunday. ‘The reser.
voir now has 90 tmc ft
again,stthefi'ull;capacity

;- -0f 225 tmcHt,

Jurala-received 2 lakh
cusecs in the morning
from the Bheema and
Krishna rivers, which
reduced to 1.7 lakh
cusecs by the evening.
“We hope the pattern
will continue for three
days,” Srisailam chief
enginter C. Narayana
Reddy said.

The improved water
levels led to the TS and
AP governments going
‘to the -Krishna River
Board
seeking release of
water for drinking.
According to Mr
Narayana Reddy, the AP

. ...8overnment sought 15

tme ft of water for the

- Handri-Neeva and Te-

lugu Ganga Projects,
Srisailam Right Branch
Canal and Chennai.
“We hape for favourable
orders,” he said.
Nagarjunasagar dam
chief .
Suneel told this news.
paper that the TS gov-
ernment had sought
more than 50 tmc ft to
meet its drinking water
requirements till 2018,
He said the water level
at Nagarjunasagar was
at 500.9 ft. “First of an
we need to maintain
Minimum Draw Down
Level ‘which is at 510
feet at Nagarjunasagar.
For this we require 15
tmce ft of water. To meet
Hyderabad’s drinking
water requirements til]
June 2018 we require 16
tme ft, Four tmc ft ig
needed for  Nalgonda
city and to fill up tanks
in Nalgonda  and
Khammam districts. ”
He said the TS govern-
ment had sought anoth-
€r 16 tmc ft to provide
water from the dam for
Mission Bhagiratha,
He said the TS govern-

ment would not seek

water " for - irrigation
burposes till the
Srisailam dam attains
full level. "

-engineer §.-

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )

The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad }
Central Chronical { Bhopal)
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‘Dirty’
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Nergish.Sunavale
@timesaroup.com:
« adanand Petwarg
iliage is sand
siched between

MIDC. cne of
ceverel industrial
ihigharashoa's wesi-
Hisancestral home

raous siudy
T at the hahed

£ pletre is rosien
¢ CETY begar pulling

£, rtistes, state leaders and
*.corporate bigwigs joined
forces with spiritual leader
Sadhguru's Rally for Rivers

at a public event in Mumbati

on Monday to highlight

the depletion of rivers. Or.
Wwednesday. Sadhguru wili
address an event in Ahmedabad

socks following & series
mbay high court orders
Thev upgraded infrasnucture.
led an online monitoring
m to check the gualitny of
offiuent and forced industries to
pre-treat waste so the CETP
wouldn't be burdened. Theyv
evey, got 1SO certification.

Ry January 2018, the HC re-
ied that Chemicw Oxvgen
(CODn levels - & vadu
T assessing organic
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i v Everyindustry hastctreal | High COD levels mear

‘ its effiuents before disposal | the amount of dissoives

. according tc the Water ' oyygen avaiiab .

i (Prevention anc Contra! ot aguanic organi

! Pollution) Act, 1974 ECT Bingn: hcid or atkali mixed . -
i > smallindustries cannct | pemandis u with the effiuent tr The treated

! afford tr have o - oftnee neutrakise P wateris

| treament facilitie Y pastewate ."\\_f ’ ) - released
| needinvestmentiniandand  pants. BOT is L \\\ é\ into river |
i Coagulant added to the

manpower. $0 their effiuent ic
brought to & centralized place
» 25 CETPs in Maharashtra.
Four others proposed or
rion-functiona!

COD. It measur
of biocdegradable
matter

effiuent. then it's left to settie.
Effinent setles at the botiom,
separated from water

s L "
E- Effiuents being treated #
i- ina CETP at Talojz f
= near Mumbai

5 2108

total dissolved solids (TDS) jev-
els for many CETPs remzin in
the red zone. MPCE save “this
shouldn't be an issue for coastal
discharge where there is suffi-
cient water volume for dilu-
tion” but environmentalists do
not agree. Shvam Asolekan &
professor at IT-Bombay's Cen-
wironmentdd Seience

26 CETPs met ihi
Todaw he save that
Jamped e ;

Many other CETPs have fc
iowed its leac. The namarowd
can he maced 1o 2 2011 PIL fiiced
by activist Nicholos H Almesd:
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drought while close to 25% have had heavy rainfall of more than
100mm in just a matter of hours, bringing the country to its knees

.
£

NEWDELHI: It has been a vear of unprece-
dented and extreme weather events in
India.and across the world, highlighted
by freak phenomena which experts
attribute toanalarming rate of climate
change.

Fortherecord, 2016 wasthe warmest
vear since climate data came to be offi-
cially compiled, claiming 547 lives in
India as its southern states faced the
worst droughtiy

The vear also saw five Indian states
grapphing withfloods. with Assamfacing
the worst deluge inonveradecade.

A vear later. the situation looks
Worse.

Nearly 40% of the districts in India
tace the prospect of drought. while close
t025% districts have had heavy rainfall
of more than 100mm in just a matter of
hours. Sudden heavy rainfall this vear
has brought cities like Mumbai. Chandi-
and Bengaluru to thelr knees
and unseasonal hail has destroved
tarm produce.

This may sound alarming now but
climate scientists have spotted the trend
early and warned the government of
its devastating impact on the Indian
economy.

“If we fail to do adequate climate
proofing of our agriculture and cities.
the impact on Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) could be mnre than one percent-
age point.” sai”®  “pit " -
membero the .- whik Ziaiuiing Com-
mission.

Latest studies by the Pune-based
Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(IITM) show that average rainfall during

40 vears

'{;211

Sorerraer

If we fail to do adequate climate
roofing of our agriculture and

cities the impact on Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) coutd be more than one

percentage point.
M"\‘ﬁ PARIKH

the monsoon period is falling as the
Indian Ocean gets warmer, busting the
earlier claim of averagerainfall between
Julv-September months not having
changed despite increase in extreme
downpour.

The IITM's latest analysis show that
the summer rainfall during 1901-2012
over the central-east and northern
regions of India, along the Ganges-Brah-
maputra-Meghna basins and the Hima-
lavanfoothillsisfalling.

The warming of the western Indian
Oceaninrecentdecadeshasalsoledtoa
poic-ward shift of the core of Jow-level
monsoon winds, increasing the precipi-
tation to the north of the Western Ghats,
while weakening it over southern
regions of India, said Roxy Mathew Koll.
a scientist at the institute’s climate
centre. whoisalsomember of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC).

Kollsaid the enhanced Indian Ocean
warming in recent decades has
potentiaily weakened the land-sea
thermal contrast. dampening the
summer monsoon wind circulation.
and reducing the rainfall over parts of
south Asia.

The change was not “well repro-
duced” inthemodels usedinthe IPCC's
fifth climate change assessment report
that suggested “uncertainties looking
overstatusandfate” of monsoons. “The
fall in rainfall is a trend of recent dec-
ades.” Kollsaid.

INCREASINGDROUGHT
The India Meteorological Department’s
datashows that since 1950s, incidence of
droughts hasincreasedasrainfallinthe
excess of 10¢« of the normal has fallen.
The IMD defines monsoon as normal
whenaverage summer rainfallis within
10¢ of the average rainfall over along
period.

Almost half of India, including food
bowl states of Punjab, Harvana. Maha-
rashtraand Madhya Pradesh. isfacing
drought like conditions this vear, third
inarow for many parts of India where
around60vs of the population isdirects

cd indired “\ dependant onagricwdtige
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« A - ~nwades through a waterlogged road in Mumbai. I:. August .~
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since 2000 and about 100 districts have
witnessed drought-like situation in 10 of
thelast 17 vears due to poor south-west
monsoon rainfall, devastating India’s
farm economy.

The IMD data also shows that fre-
quency of drought — defined as water
shortage for human. cattle and agricul-
ture consumption — is increasing in
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka. Telan
gana. Kerala and Maharashtra.

“Yes, the frequency of drought has
increased but now we are better pre-
dtodeal with it 7 said Abhiiit Sen
Clcuiture economist andiovmer niein

disruptor than thatofhumanlives. Peo-
pledon’tstarvetodeath anyvmore ™.

DEVASTATING FLOODS
Chandigarh. Mumbai. Bengaluru and
Araria in Bihar were submerged after
sudden rainfall brought the regions to
ahatt
Chandigarh.acity of parks. received
1153mmofrain—15% of itsannuai mon-
soonrain—injust 12hourson August 21
Itdrowned.
Bengalur
il raintallinadavi

u got (1<)<e 10 300, o
i

# ieceiverd ahout 30% of its annual rain inless t* <

L. cTERSFILE

inthreedavs.

“This should not surprise us.” said
environmental activist Sunita Narain.
inarecentarticlein Hindustan Times.

“Modelshavepredicted that the firer
impact of a changng climate would be on
increased frequency and intensity
of weirdand extreme wez eveits. it
i1s happening. What should worry us
is that models have predicied that this
would only get Worse 4 temperatures
rise.’
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The worst natural
disasters to hit India

DEATHS DUE TO RAIN

July 26, 2005: Mumbai came to an abrupt halt as
unprecedented heavy rains stopped rail and bus
traffic. Over 500 people were killed.

August 2008: in a span of a couple of days,
sudden rains caused a six-time increase in Kost

| river, leaving 500 people dead and 3,500 missing
| Over 3.3 million people were affected.

‘ August 6, 2010: In the midst of peak tourist
season in Ladakh, a cloud burst caused incessant
rains, triggering floods and landslides. causing
losses to life and property

June 2013: The June 2073 Uttaraknand disaster is
regarded the worst calamity of its kind in recent
times. While official estimates put the toli at 5700,
it is believed that over 10,000 people died

September 2014: The recent J&K fioods are the
worst recorded in the state in the past 60 years.

August 2016: The massive floods killed 28 people,
i with around 2.6 million people displaced as
Brahmaputra and its tributaries swept more than
2,800 villages

460 4206

deaths because of heat
yiave i e v I rysarg

people of these died in Andnra
Pracash and Telangana

“extreme precipitationevents™in quick
succession has become a norm rather
thananexception.

Pradeep Mujumdar, chairman of the
interdisciplinary centre for water
researchatthe Indian Institute of Scien-
ces. Bengaluru. savs the intensity of
urban events vis-a-vis non urban ones
was increasing as the cities grapple to
meet with these exigencies.

The ITM research shows that precise
longtermarea-wise monsoon prediction
will become difficult as influence of cli-
mate change intensifies.

The only way toprevent the catastro-
phe is by making climate proofing an
integral part of policy making




