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. Cool weather prevzuls but ramfall not 31gn1ﬁcant

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Light rain may keep Chennai

cool for one or two more
: days due to a prevailing
. weather system.

teorological Department
Monday’s low pressure
area lies over east central

L Bay of Bengal and adjommg_ :

Myanmar coast and this is ‘
A low pressure over east the central Bay of Bengal may brlng

rain tO the northern parts of the State. =g.JoTHI RAMALINGAM

: -expected to intensi
depression and to
wards north Andhra Pra-
. desh and south Odlsha by
i early Thursday.

‘This may have some im-

pact over northern parts of

the State, mcludlng Chen-
nai, said officials of the Met
orological department.

On Tuesday, the weather
stations in Nungambakkam
and Meenambakkam re-
corded 33.4 degrees Celsius

and 33.3 degrees Celsi res- i ,
5 ~ment officials
 While the city en)oyed -

pectively.

overcast sky and light drizzle

through the day, the weath-

er stations did ‘not record

- much ramfall

Day temperature
: e@y temperature in ma-

places such as
i, Kanniyakuma-
r1, Cuddaiore - Coimbatore,
Tiruttani and Vellore was al-
so below the average tem-
perature for the day.
Meteorological ~ Depart-
id only one
or two places may receive

rainfall in other parts of Ta- .

mil Nadu and Puducherry

“and this would Iargely be
. due to convective activity.

The State has so far re-
ceived 231 mm of rainfall
agamst its normal of 267
‘mm, which is 13% deficit for
J;he season from June 1. Ho-
‘wever, it is considered nor-
‘mal rainfall by the Meteoro-
Ioglcal Department.

- The Meteorological De-
partment forecast a general
ly cloudy sky till Thursday
and the maximum tempera-
ture will be around 36 de—
gree Celsxus
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- Tuesday new Al and mlxed—
 reality apphcatlons for its
~ Dynamics 365 online business
software, puttingtouseitsaug-

Dynanucs > s
. Assistant, help onnect live -
. remote coﬂeagues with the use
- of HoloLens, Mlcrosoft saldma -
;blog Citing oi ]

REUTERS

| 19September

based software came two years

after HoloLens was launched -

The new Al apphcanons '
Dynarmcs :

applications, ‘Microsoft said
| theyhelp to remotely collabo-
rate Wlth a.nd assist ﬁrstlme

workers and :remot
reducmg travel tune
“pr -

mented- -reality goggles’m, Dynamms 365 Remo
HoloLens forbusmesses . and can identify issues or pr -
The additions to its cloud-: vide approvals 1mmed1ately -

- Microsoft said. :
~ Microsoft also announced
the launch onynaImc;s 365A1
_‘forsales customer serviceand
te marketinsights. Dynamics365,
‘which posted a 61 per cent
increase - when Microsoft
: reported its quarterly resultsin |
npany July, with San

the ,;Franc1sco -based Salesforces
flagship Sales Cloud. The new |
- Alapplicationswill bereleased
nextmonth,the company”"ald;

to fly in an. mspector from

Houston to a facxhty in -
 Singapore once a month 1o -
_inspect eqmpment Now1thas
in-time inspection _using
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FOR 'THE FARMFR'S FUTURE

Itisimportant to evaluate the consequences of Centre's agriculture policy

AJAY VIR JHAKAR

WITH ELECTIONS AROUND the corner, it's too
late fora course correction of the farm sector,
but it's an opportune time to document the
unintended consequences of half-baked poli-
cles for the next five years. Otherwise, the mo-
mentum of existing policies will continue to
feed rural economic misery.

Agriculture GDP growth plummeted just
as India’s agricultural trade surplus, which
had recorded a 10x increase between 1991-
92 and 2013-14, fell by 70 per cent, mainly
due to depressed international commodity
prices and back-to-back droughts. The GDP
time-series data clearly indicates growth
was already declining when UPA 11 passed
the baton to the present regime. Therefore,
not all the blame can be heaped on this gov-
ernment. But it's equally true that the
response of those directing the agriculture
policy to the dire circumstances not only
created a credibility crisis for the govern-
ment, but aggravated the problem on every
farm. As a consequence, farmer suicides con-
tinue unabated.

UPA 11 basically lost the support of the
people as it was unable to control inflation,
while this regime faces a backlash for
artificially deflating the economy. The
MSP increase was a knee-jerk reaction to
the deflation.

The government excelled in politically at-
tractive slogans like “doubling farmer in-
comies™. But problems were bound to arise

z
P

BJP-ruled states like
Rajasthan and Maharashtra
have found innovative ways
to circumvent implementing
the scheme by issuing
notifications only two days
in advance of the expiry date
of enrolment, thus limiting
the fiscal damage. If
Rajasthan was to notify the
PMFBY in time, the
premium pay-out may be
more than the state’s
agricuitiire budger.

when it tried to implement the impractical
message through schemes like Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY ). Even BJP-
ruled states aren't receptive to the Centre’s
polices. Haryana is a good example.

Every positive step like GST has a cost, es-
pecially if not thought through properly.
Similarly, the architecture of PMFBY is
flawed. Haryana insured the crops of
6,40,000 farmers. But only 1,053 farmers
(0.16 per cent) voluntarily opted for crop in-
surance. In 2016-17 the premium collected
was Rs 368 crore and even though the cor-
responding claim pay-out was Rs 280 crore,
the premium for the next year rose to Rs 460
crore. Closer to my village, in Sirsa district,
crop premiums per hectare increased man-
ifold; for cotton from Rs 1,320 to Rs 5,936 and
for maize from Rs 1,000 to Rs 6,225.
Surprisingly, there are crops like gram (Rs
9,837/ha) where the premium is more than
the actual cost of sowing.

Even though the crop automatically gets
insured (without consent) when farmers
avail of a crop loan, across India, the number
of farmers insured has dropped. BJP-ruled
states like Rajasthan and Maharashtra have
found ways to circumventimplementing the
scheme by issuing notifications only two
days in advance of the expiry date of enrol-
ment, thus limiting the fiscal damage. If
Rajasthan was to notify PMFBY in tima, the
premium pay-out may be more than the

state’s agriculture budget.

We would rather not guess the reason
for the latest order to stop the export of a
livestock indefinitely, impacting the livel
hood of millions. The government shoulc
n't even pretend that the vigilantes are th
voice of a trivial minority. The leadership i
busy being in-charge, while it is suppose:
to be responsible for those in their charge
In these moments of despair, farmers coul
find solace in the words of | R R Tolkien ii
The Lord of the Rings: “But in the end, it's onl
apassing thing, this shadow; even darknes
must pass.”

Academicians supportive of the govern
ment and respective ministries may hawl
PMFBY, demonetisation, food parks, soi
health cards,eNAM and job creation as grea
successes. But by misrepresenting facts anc
keeping the leader in the dark, they deceive
him. Despite the overwhelming evidence tc
the contrary, I remain an infinite optimist.

Farmers are wondering why the Unior
minister for agriculture & farmer welfare i
conspicuous by his absence every time sig:
nificant farmer-related decisions are an-
nounced. I am still deeply intrigued at the
question posed at a recent meeting in the
North Block by one who left for greener pas-
tures: “Why does not someone tell the PM?"

e writer is chairman, Punjab State
Farmers' and Farm Workers' Commission
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KERALA FLOGBS

Centl‘e WOI'] d B

team to visit state for
safety audlt of 28 dams

; edamisfiled dunngmonsoon
SOWMIYAASHOK % The Cabinet approved the re-
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER i 9 \ vised estlmated cost of DRIP at
1 Rs 3,466 crore, of which the World
AJOINTteamfromtheCentreand Bank will provide Rs 2,626 crore,
. World Bank will visit Kerala next -~ to “improve safety and opera-
i weekforapost-flood safetyaudit  tional performance of 198 dams”.
Eg of 28 dams in the state, a senior “The project will improve the
| Central Water Commission offi-  safetyand operational perform-
| caltold Thelndian Express. anceofselected existingdamsand
“The auditwill lookattheop-  mitigate risks to ensure safety of
§ eration and maintenance man-  downstreampopulationand prop-
- ual of the dams, the emergency  erty. The primarybeneficiariesare
. action plans in place for each - bothurbanand rural communities

' dam, and the integrated reser-
| voir operation in place 2 the of-

~ was cleared by the Cabinet on
. Wednesday. Of the 28 dams, 12
| are maintained by the Kerala
- WaterResources Departmentand

the remaining by the Kerala State

- Electricity Boarr.

~  “InKerala, none of the dams
. haveadedicated flood cushionin-
. place whenitwas planned. There

. isaneedtorelookat the rule curve

thatgovernsthese dams,” the offi-

: aa] saniArulecurve govemshow

sdependentonreservomanddown
- stream communities, who are

. ficial said. , . prone toriskassociated with dam
! The 28 dams mKerala fall un- - failure oroperational’ faﬂure," the
. der the Dam Rehabilitation and  cabinetstatementsaid.

- Improvement Project (DRIP) that “The scheme will look at 198

_dams in seven states — Kerala,
* Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Tamnil

Nadu, Karnataka, Jharkhand, and

-Uttarakhand. “While the DRIP
_ onlyfocuses on 198 dams, which

is only 4 per cent of the dams in
India, the Ministry of Water

~ Resources has approved a larger

projectthatwill caterto 725 dams

“in 18 more states,” said the official.
The budget outlay is over
- Rs 11,000 crore, the official added.
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Inter-mlmstenal team to ;,
assess Kerala ﬂood damage

m]a govemment sentadetailed
memorandum to the Centre,
seeking Rs 4,700 crore as com-
4\\, pensation for the damages. -
AN INTER- MINISTERIAL team,  Asper guidelines, the Inter-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 3
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER1S &y

| headed by a special secretary of  Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) -

' the Home Ministry, willreach  willvisitthestate foron-the-spot
. KeralaonThursday for afive-day assessmentof damage and addi-
_ visittoassessthe damagecaused  tional requirement of funds. The
| by the recent devastanng floods, IMCT reportwﬂlbeconslderedby
* officialssaid. - ~ a sub-committee of National
| Atleast488 peopledied after Executive Committee, headed by
. heavyrainfallandfloodhit 14dis- theUnion Home Secretary, incon-
trictsof thestatethisyear. -~ formity with the norms. it will
" The team, headed by Special  thenbe considered byahigh-level
| Secretary BR Sharma, will visit - -committee chaired by the Home
| KeralafromSeptember20to24,a Mmsterforappromngme quan-
| Home Ministryofficialsaid. -tum ofadditional assistance from
The move comes after the ,rheNDRF another oﬁiaalsald

M.P.Chronicle
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Driest Sep in 17 years
‘sends monsoon into +
below-normal zone %

g L B AN AN 553

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI SEPTEMBER19

THE SOUTHWEST monsoon has shpped
into deficitinits final lap, after an overall de-

"+ centrunduring the first three months of the

: season.

The country as a whole has, as on
September 19, cumulatively received an av-
erage area-weighted rainfall of 750.5 mm
during the curfent monsoon season from

i June 1.Thisis 10.1 per cent below the histor-
ical long-term average of 834.5 mm for the
* same period, making it a *below pormal”
monsoon. . That, as per the India
Meteorological Department's (IMD) defini-
tion, refers to rainfall deficiency exceeding
10 per cent of the long-period average.
 The slippage has happened only this
+ month. It can be seen from the accompany-
ing table that the all-India average rainfall
was well within the “normal” departure
range of 10 per cent in June, July and August.
In the current month, though, the rains have
so farbeen almosta third lower than the his-

- torical average. If the trend holds, this
. Septemberwould turn out to be the driest in

17 years.

Interestingly, even Kerala — which recor-
ded above average precipitation of 15.4 per
centin June, 18.1 per cent in July and 95.9
percentin August — hasreceived amere 8.8

 mmof rain this month till September 19,

| Thatis a whopping 93.5 per cent below the
! state's historical average of 135.9 mm for this
period.

According to the IMD data, 12 of out the
' country's 36 meteorological subdivisions

. have registered deficientrainfall - i.e. depar-
ture of 20 per cent of more from long period
average - during this monsoon season till
September 19. This covers the whole of

! Gujarat (including Saurashtra and Kutch),

i Bihar, Jharkhand, West Rajasthan, Haryana

(including Delhi and Chandigarh), the entire

~ North East (Assam, Meghalaya, Arunachal
* Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram, Manipur and

Tripura), Rayalaseema and North Interior
Karnataka.
The poor rainfall activity this month is,

~ however, unlikely to significantly impact

agricultural production. The mainreason for
itis that much of kharif plantings happenin
June-July. Most parts of the country, except
Bihar, Jharkhand and the North-East states,
received enough rains for farmers to take up
sowing operations. Some areas such as
Marathwada, North Karnataka and Gujarat
(especially Saurashtra) did experience dry
spells during the crop's vegetative growth
phase, but the situation is nowhere close to
the drought situation seen in 2014 and 2015.

Theye are concerns over the cotton crop in
Gujarat's main Saurashtra belt, which is in
boll formation and lowering stage. Moisture
stress could affect yields, but the positive
news this time is that no large-scale pest at-
tacks — whether by pink bollworm or
whitely - have been reported in the coun-
try's major cotton-growing areas.

As things stand, it would seem that this
year's kharif crop wouldn't be as good as in
the last two years, but there is certainly no
possibility of a repeatof 2014 and 2015. Also,
the price outlook for crops such as cotfon and
soyabean seeins better than last year. The
cotton crop and also the short-duration Pusa-

1509 basmati paddy have already started ar-
riving in the markets of Punjab and Haryana.
They are trading at levels that farmers can be
reasonably pleased about.

Meanwhile, the IMD has forecast rains
over Qdisha, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Jharkhand and Gangetic West Bengal over
the next 48 hours, and over central and ad-
joining Peninsular India and Nart's West
India during September 21-25, Thisis on ac-
count of a well-marked low pressure area
over East-central Bay of Bengal, which is
likely to developintoadeep depression OVEI
the next 24 hours.

That should help bolster the soil and sub-
s0il moisture for farmers in the coming rabi
sowing season. One woiry here could be El
Nino. The Australian Bureau of Meteorology
and the US National Oceanic. and
Atmospheric Administration have forecastan
EINinogevent — the abnormal warming of the
equatorial Pacific Ocean Waters, seen to ad-
versely impact rains in India — to take place
after Novernber. That could haye a bearing on
the winter rains, which are crucial for crops
suchas wheat, mustard and chana.

| ALL-INDIA WEIGHTED AVERAGE RAINFALL (Intm)

f JUNE JuLry AUGUST SEP

2012 117.6(-281) 250.3(-134) 262.3(0.5) 193.4(11.5)

B3 2108 (344) 3101(73) 2549(-23) 152.6(-12.0)

2014 95.2(-41.8) 261.1(-9.6) 2374(-9.0) 187.9(8.3)

(| 2015 1890(155) 2408(-167) . 2042(-219) 131.8(-24.0)

‘| 2016 147.6(-9.8) 309.2(6.9) 239.6(-83) 168.0(-3.1)
2017 172.5(54) 200.5(04) 229.6(-12.1) 1533 (-11.6)
2018 155.3(-51) 272.4(-5.8) 241.4(-7.6) 81.4°(-324)

“Till Sep 19. Figures in brackets represent ¥ deviation, ﬁpm normal. |
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