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NAGER​COIL: Rain  lashed Kanyaku​mari  dis​trict  since  Satur​day night,  bring​ing  cheers  to  the
peo​ple. The cli​mate re​mained salu​bri​ous in Nager​coil.

Rain and thun​der oc​curred con​tin​u​ously for over three hours on Satur​day night and driz​zling
con​tin​ued on Sun​day morn​ing. Main thor​ough​fares of Nager​coil – Women Chris​tian Col​lege Road,
Chet​tiku​lam Road and Kot​tar Road – were flooded with knee­ deep wa​ter.

Rain​fall was re​ported in Mul​langi​nav​i​lai, Adaya​madai, May​i​ladi, Kot​taram, Eraniel, Kan​ni​mar
and Su​ru​lode.

Moder​ate rain​fall was re​ported in Tir​parappu, much to the de​light of tourists who thronged the
falls on Sun​day.

Due  to  con​tin​u​ous  rain  in  Balam​ore,  in​flow  into  Pechiparai  and  Perun​chani  dams  in​creased
con​sid​er​ably, sources in Water Re​sources Or​gan​i​sa​tion of the Public Works Depart​ment said.

Water level in Pechiparai dam stood at 40.70 feet on Sun​day morn​ing. The level in Perun​chani
dam was 71.58 feet, Chi​trar I 16.30 feet and Chi​trar II 16.40 feet.

The rain af​fected tap​ping of rub​ber from trees in Ku​lasekaram, Aru​manai, Keeri​parai and sur​­
round​ing ar​eas, and pro​duc​tion of bricks in Co​lachel, Chen​ba​gara​man​pudur and Tho​valai.

Rain​fall recorded at vari­ ous places was ( in mm): Nager​coil – 68, Kan​ni​mar – 63, Kot​taram –
58.6, Bootha​pandi – 52, Adaya​madai – 52, Co​lachel – 44, May​i​ladi – 25, Eraniel – 23.4, Mul​langi​­
nav​i​lai – 16, Aralvoimozhi – 15, Balam​ore – 14.2, Su​ru​lode – 13.4, Kozhiporvi​lai – 7.2, Puthananai
– 2.2 and Perun​chani – 1.8.

Rough sea
Sea was rough in Kanyaku​mari due to the in​clement weather and the rain on Sun​day morn​ing.

Boat ser​vices to Vivekanan​dar Rock Me​mo​rial were sus​pended from 10 a. m.
Waves  rose  to  a  height  of  10­  15  feet.  Tourists  who  had  reached  Vivekanan​dar  Rock  in  the

morn​ing were  brought  back  to  safety  by  Poom​puhar  Ship​ping  Cor​po​ra​tion  boats,  po​lice  sources
said. Bathing in the sea was banned by the au​thor​i​ties on Sun​day.

Tirunelveli
The dis​trict ex​pe​ri​enced in​ter​mit​tent driz​zle on Sun​day much to the re​lief of the res​i​dents and

Flow into Pechiparai and Perun​chani dams has in​creased
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the farm​ers.
All falls at Cour​tal​lam ex​pe​ri​enced flood right from the morn​ing and the tourists were not al​­

lowed to take bath in the wa​ter​falls as stones and branches of trees were rolled down.
The Main Falls ex​pe​ri​enced heavy flood and the tourists were not even al​lowed to go near the

falls.
Rain​fall  recorded  in  the  dis​trict was  (  in mm):  Pa​panasam –  51, Man​imuthar  dam –  40.80,

Tenkasi – 38, Sankarankovil – 30, Cher​an​ma​hadevi – 26, Am​basamu​dram – 23, Rad​ha​pu​ram – 19,
Palayamkot​tai – 12.40, Tirunelveli – 6.20, Si​va​giri – 4, Nan​guneri – 3 and Shen​cot​tai – 2.

Struck dead
By light​ning
B. Antonyam​mal ( 60) of Keezha​neel​ithanal​lur in Tirunelveli dis​trict was struck dead by light​­

ning when  she was  re​turn​ing  home  from  the  agri​cul​tural  field  on  Sun​day  af​ter​noon,  po​lice  said.
Panaivadalichathram po​lice have reg​is​tered a case.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi had

very solemnly declared after

winning the elections that “I have

nothing to take from the Ganga, I

have only to give.” The steps taken

by his Government, however, are

exactly to the contrary. The

Centre’s obsessive concern with

economic development is killing the river.

The Ganga is important because its waters have special qualities. Conservation of

these special qualities requires that free flow must be maintained. The Nagpur-

based National Environment Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) has

undertaken a study of the “self-purifying” qualities of the river. There are two

kinds of bacteria in the river waters - coliforms and coliphages. Coliforms enter

the river from human excreta. They are very harmful for health. Coliphages are

beneficent bacteria that are created in the river out of its natural processes. The

coliphages “eat up” the coliforms and clean the river. There are hundreds of

species of coliforms. For each species of coliform there is a particular species of

coliphage that will eat it up. If there are, say, 130 species of coliforms in the

Ganga, then purifying it requires that 130 species of coliphages should also be

present so that the coliforms can be destroyed. The wondrous quality of the

coliphages in the Ganga is that they are “wide spectrum.” One coliphage has the

capacity to attack and destroy many species of coliforms. These coliphages give

the Ganga a capacity to self-purify itself. NEERI found that such wide spectrum

coliphages were not present in any other river of the country that they surveyed.

These coliphages stick to the sediments in the river. They can lie dormant here

for years. They become active when they sense the presence of coliforms. It is

necessary for the Ganga to flow freely so that the sediments from the hills are

reached across the length of the river and carry the coliphages with them. The

water and sediments of the river are presently wholly removed at Haridwar and

Narora Barrages. Water downstream Narora is wholly from Ramganga and other

rivers that do not carry these coliphages. Hence the Ganga below Narora no

longer has the self-purifying qualities that was its unique feature. The small

amounts of sediment that may cross the Narora Barrage are trapped at Farakka.

These are flushed into the Padma and drift towards Bangladesh. The Ganga that

flows alongside Kolkata is thus further deprived of the beneficent sediments and
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coliphages.

The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) is dredging the Ganga and making

its waters flow in a small channel so that large ships can sail to Patna and

Varanasi. Dredging further disturbs the natural flow of sediments. I must mention

here that NEERI has concluded that construction of the Tehri Dam will not harm

the coliphages because they flow with the river water as it is released from the

dam. That logic does not apply to the downstream barrages such as at Narora

where the entire water of the Ganga is removed. There is no flow from Narora

and hence no possibility of coliphages reaching downstream. It is necessary to re-

establish free flow of the Ganga for the coliphages to spread.

The second negative impact of dams and barrages is on the fish. The Ganga in the

plains is home to the delectable hilsa. This fish moves upstream in the sweet

waters of the Ganga to lay eggs. The hatchlings flow down with the Ganga to the

sea. Here they become “adult fish”. Then they take the same journey upstream to

lay eggs. This upstream movement of the Ganga has been blocked by the Farakka

Barrage. As a result the hilsa is no longer found upstream of Farakka. Previously it

was found up to Allahabad. Similarly, the mahseer moves upstream into the

higher mountains to lay eggs. Her path has been obstructed by the barrages and

dams at Haridwar, Chilla, Tehri and Srinagar. As a result, the size of this fish is

becoming smaller. Fish are important for cleaning the Ganga because they are at

the head of the food chain. The lower organisms “eat up” the pollution and clean

the Ganga. The decline of such fish means that the lower organisms are also

dying. As a result the Ganga is not being cleaned by fish any longer.

According to yogis, the Ganga water gets spiritually charged as it flows below the

shrines of Badrinath and Kedarnath. These charges are destroyed as the water

stagnates behind the Tehri and Srinagar dams. Thousands of people died in the

2013 disaster at Kedarnath. The bodies of these unfortunate pilgrims have been

buried in the sediments accumulated behind the Srinagar Dam. The Ganga water,

carrying the spiritual charges, cohabits with these bodies behind the dam. I must

admit that there has been no study of the impact, but common sense indicates

that the “living” waters of the Ganga would scarcely be happy living with the

dead. The wide spectrum coliphages, the fish and the spiritual charges of the

Ganga waters impart the unique qualities to the river. These can only be

conserved if there is free flow in the river.

The NDA-I Government accomplished the construction of the Tehri Dam and

blocked the free flow of the Bhagirathi, which is a tributary of the Ganga. The

Vishnu Prayag hydroelectric project on the Alaknanda was also constructed at

that time. Now NDA-II wants to do better. This Government is determined to

destroy the free flow of the Ganga remaining in the hills as well as in the plains.

The Tehri Hydro Development Corporation (THDC) is a public sector undertaking

owned by the Union Ministry of Power. THDC had started the construction of

another dam on the Alaknanda at Pipalkoti in January 2014. The NDA-II

Government has done nothing to stop the construction of this dam by its own

company. The IWAI under the Ministry of Shipping is planning to ply large ships

on the Ganga to move heavy cargo from Haldia to Allahabad. IWAI has taken a

loan from the World Bank to make the Detailed Project Report for this project.

The project involves large scale dredging that will disturb the sediments carrying

the wide spectrum coliphages, habitat of the remaining fish and disturb the
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spiritual charges of the river waters. IWAI is also considering whether to build a

number of barrages between Allahabad and Buxar to raise the level of water so

that large ships can ply.

The projects that are on the anvil will totally destroy the Ganga and later

generations will remember NDA-II for achieving this “heroic feat” just as we

remember NDA-I for destroying the Upper Ganga.
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The rabi, or winter­sown, season is vital since it accounts for nearly half the country’s total food
output. (HT File Photo)
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India’s back­to­back drought is likely to end in winter with the weather department predicting higher­than­normal rainfall
between October and December in the southern part of the country and normal rains in the rest, boosting prospects of the winter
harvest.

The rabi, or winter­sown, season is vital since it accounts for nearly half the country’s total food output. The forecast eases
worries about water shortages in the nation’s 89 nationally important reservoirs critical for drinking, power and irrigation,
following the 13th worst monsoon ever recorded.
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The special forecast made jointly with the weather bureaus of eight South Asian countries comes as a relief after a near dry
summer sent food prices spiralling and stoked rural distress. Poor winter rains could deepen the crisis.

“Given the unfavourable reservoir storage levels in the eastern, western, central and southern regions, the rabi crop as well as
food prices will remain vulnerable to the magnitude of rainfall in the coming months,” said Aditi Nayar, senior economist with
ratings firm ICRA.

The October­December winter monsoon is a major rain­bearing system for southern states which grow a range of crops. In Tamil
Nadu, for instance, this is the main rainy season, accounting for 48% of its total rainfall.

“Normal to above normal rainfall is likely during the 2015 northeast monsoon season (October–December) over southern parts of
South Asia including southeast peninsular India, Sri Lanka and Maldives. During the season, normal to above normal
temperatures are likely, over most parts of the region,” the consensus forecast says.

Farm output is expected to dip nearly 5% in the 2014­15 crop year because of a stormy spring followed by a parched summer,
according the government’s quarterly projections. Households are reeling under high pulses and onion prices, which rose by
38.6% and 113.7% in September.
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