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Microirrigation helps Haryana
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Drip method leadsto more paddyyield than traditional floodirrigation
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cnistof its kind solar-power
unmicro irrigation project set
(rin Harvana's Pehowa sub-
fiviston has not only helped
irmers to successfully raise
saddy crop through drip irri-
ation but also helped in
chieving moreyieldincom-
sarison to the traditional way
filood irigation generally used
1 paddy cultivation.
I the recent experiment
arried out by the farmers
ngaged in this project at
sumthala Garhu Dera Fateh
ingh village in Kurukshetra,
has been found that paddy
ultivated through drip irri-
ation has yielded more pro-
% ~enjor official from the
+nal Area Development
sinority (CADA) said they
sked the farmers to experi-
went with paddy cultivation
v three different farm lands
sing the traditional flood
rigation, dripirrigationand
nrinkleirrigation, The farm-
ssweresurprised when they
umd maximum production

through drip method.

Speaking to The States-
man, a farmer Karan Chatha
said, “Three methods were
used for cultivation of PR-126
variety of paddy. We were sur-
prised when drip methods
came out the best as we got
26 quintals peracre paddy pro-
duction from drip method
while paddy cultivation through
flood irrigation and sprinkle
irrigation ended with 24 quin-
tals per acre and 22 quintals
per acre respectively.

“Now we have planned
that we will experiment with
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drip irrigation on more land
while sowing the wheat crop.
The drip method to irrigate
crops appears more beneficial
asit needs less water while at
thesameuseoffertilisersand
pesticides hasalso been found
more effective through drip sys-
tem,” he added.

Chatha said the ground
water levelin their areahasgone
downanditisdepletingevery
year at such a rate that in
coming years either they will
have to quit paddy cultivation
or opt for other irrigation
methods.

The CADA official said the

recent experiment has also
proved wrong all those who
believe that only flood irriga-
tion is possible.

In view of the depleting
ground water everyyear, farm-
ers in Haryana especially the
rice belt comprising Ambala,
Kurukshetra, Yamunanagar,
Kaithal, Karnal and Panipat
would have to shift to micro
irrigation instead of the tra-
ditional flood irrigation method
that consume more water.

He said Haryana hasnosin-
gle full-time river nd under-
ground water in most parts of
the stateis saline. Thus, micro

irrigation is the only answer
to this problem, he added.

Data shows that paddy
production in Haryana has
reached 61.79 metric tonnes
(MT) during 2015-16 from
3648 M | i vub Y9 whide the
groundwater levels in the
state have fluctuated more than
50 per cent in the past four
decades.

Asaresult, nearly 71 blocks
in 17 districts have been
reported over exploited, 15
blocksin t1 districts fall under
the critical category while
seven are semi-critical.

In view of this grave situ-
ation, the CADAhastakenup
a pilot project for installa-
tion of community-based
solar or grid powered micro
irrigation infrastructure in
existing canal commands in
various districts of Haryanaon
turnkey basis. The financial
outlay of the project is Rs
24.65 crore.

The unique solar power-run
micro irrigation pilot project
was inaugurated at Pehowain
Julythis year under the Prad-
han Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojna (PMKSY).
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