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i NEWDELHI Pollution levels dlpped

- furtheron Friday#stracesofrain
hit some parts-of Delhi. Met
experts at the regional weather
forecastmg centre said the city °
could receive another spell of
drizzleon Saturday

. “Isolated parfsTof Delhi:
receivediraces oframonFnday

. Weareexpectmgmomsuchﬂnz
zlesonSaturdaytoo,” said anoffi-
aalof the metdepaitment, - .

A-western dlsturbance had .
tnggered rain-in most ‘of the . t
_states in north- west India on '

“Wednesday. Delhl however .
didn’treceive anyrain;

On Friday, another western ‘
disturbance --second in the sea-
son~triggered rafriin Delhi, .~

i .~ Theaverage AirQuality Index < .|
o ofDelh1,wh1chwas3630nThurs— i
D day, droppedtos10 JonFriday. An
i AQIvaluebetween301 and 400is
considered as ‘very poor’ cate-
gory of pollution.

“The first ever melementa-
tionof GRAPhasresultedinnpto -
15% -20% reduction in pollution
accordingto SAFAR,” BhureLal, : .
chairman of Supreme Court-ap- : A
pointed panel, wroteinaletter. &5

- Levels of particulate matter -
dropped throughout the day in
Delhi-NCR after registering a
margmalmqrease oh Thursday.

“PMi0levelshavedroppedto ..
moderate, PM2.5levelswerestill - -
mtheverypoorcategory,”sa]dD .
Saha, headof the airqualitymon-

1tormg1aboratory atCPCB.:
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24 sites to have sensors under hydro project

Vijay Monan

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE,

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 17
Nineteen sites have been
identified for setting up a
systern to monitor water
discharge in rivers and
streams of Punjab under
the National Hydrology
Project (NHP), besides five
sites where automatic
weather stations (AWS)
would be instalied.

It is envisaged that the
NHP will improve reservoir
operations by providing
optimal dam filling and
release schedules through
timely and reliable data
acquisition, storage, colla-
tion and management of
water resources. This would
result in releasing greater
quantities of water for
hydroelectric power genera-
tion, irrigation, drinking

- and industrial supply.

According to studies,

A sensor-based system would be set up to monitor the
discharge in rivers and streams of Punjab. fiLE PHOTO

additional  hydroelectric
power generation from the
NHP in Punjab is expected
to be around 40 MW, result-
ing in an annual incremen-
tal benefit of 311.8 crore.
The additional availability
of water for irrigation,
drinking and industrial
production is assumed to
be 4.7, 0.5 and 5.1 million

cubic metres, respectively,
with a combined annual
incremental benefit of over
%24.2 crore.

At the national level, the
expected hydroelectric
power generation is 825
MW, with a yearly benefit of
$247.6 crore, while the com-
bined additional water
availability = has  been

assumed to be 325 million
cubic metres.

The NHP was cleared for
implementation by the
Union Cabinet last year
with an outlay of 33,679.76
crore. This includes ¥3,640
crore for the NHP and
%39.76 crore for the Nation-
al Water Informatics Cen-
tre. The World Bank
approved funding for the
project earlier this year
The NHP is being imple-
mented in several states.

In Punjab, cight dis-
charge monitoring sites
will be set up on the Ravi,
Sutlej, Beas, Ghaggar and
Chakki rivers in Pathankot,
Ludhiana, Ferozepur,
Patiala and Gurdaspur dis-
triets and the rest would be
on various choes or rivulets
in Hoshiarpur and Mohali
districts. The AWS would
come up at Pathankot,
Khanna, Mansa, Gidderba-

ha and Abohar. Several
monitoring  sites and
weather stations in Punjab

i
|
|
|

and Himachal Pradesh are ,

‘also being set up by the

Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB).

These sites would provide
real-time information on
hydro-meteorological
parameters such as the
quantum of rain or snow in
the catchments of rivers,
the rate of melt, speed of
water flow, silt level and
time and quantity of water
expected to reach the reser-
voirs. This data is expected
to help in flood control.

The NHP is a nationwide
version of two successful
smaller and independent
projects, Hydrology Pro-
ject-I and 11, that covered
the Krishna and Sutlej-
Beas basins to provide real-
time weather forecast and
flood warnings.
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“Uncertainty :over supply of

0 “{an-
i power to agriculture sector nounced in the Assembly re- -
: in the past has forced farm- wcently that the special drive.
: ers to-install auto-starters - would ‘be conducted: o

¢ - linking thelr pump sets to  mbouta fortuight to educst
i ensure swetting - of “their~

] “the
- groundwater is depleted due
2#40 over-exploitation. it is im-
I. ---portant to ntilise-both water
e A

ilorinight to'edu -and .. energy + judiciously,
the farmers against over-ex- © b

based on genuine nedds,




Indian Enprese
Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

and documented

ar:iclejediiorial pu

blished on
kav Bharat Times (ﬁi[ di
Funjel Keshari (Hinci)
D) The Hindu

Deccan Herald

2=

Rajasthan Patrike (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle

U D

Wi U“.msf'ﬂ (Hindi)
The Times of india (&)
Blitz

ar Bhacf?;rath(Enqlish)& Publicity Section, CWC,

NEXT DOOR NEPAL

Whose dam isit, anyway?’

Budhi Gandaki project has become a battleground for Indian, Chinese interests

BY YUBARAJ] GHIMIRE

€ -
\¥ ¥V

THE DEBATE IN Nepal a week before the first
round of elections to the provincial assem-
blies and federal parliament, interestingly, is
centred on an administrative decision of the
government, not the electoral scenario.

The cabinet recently decided to annul the
1200-MW Budhi Gandaki Hycdro project con~
tract awarded to the Chinese firm Gejuwa,
citing lack of transparency in the deal made
by the Pushpa Kamat Dahal-led government
inMay. Ironically, the Nepali Congress, which
took the call to cancel the contract, was part
of the Dahal government. Energy minister
Kamal Thapa said the government was fol-
lowing the instruction of a parliamentary
committee that had disapproved the deal on
the ground of lack of “transparency”.

The annulment of the contract three
weeks prior to the formation of the new gov-
ernment, expectedly, has triggered a debate.
The country’s rich hydropower resource has,
of fate, attracted the Chinese, as much as the
Indians, who had wanted amonopoly over it.
Speculation in sections of the Indian media
that the cancelled project may now gotoan
Indian company adds anelement of mystery
to the development.

India’s past failures in completing hy-
dropower projects on time has discredited
itsimage as a reliable partner in Kathmandu.
China entered Nepal’s hydropower sector,
challenging India’s monopoly, only about a
decade ago. This was after political changes
in Nepal becarne unmanageable and chaotic
and Beijing began to get suspicious about the
role of New Delhi and western powers inthe
country’s internal politics. During his second
visit to Nepal as prime minister, Narendra
Modi promised that projects taken up by
India will be completed on time. The prom-
ise was never translated into action.

On the day the Gejuwa deal was scrapped,
the investment board of the government ex-
tended the deadline for “financial closure” of
two other major hydroprojects undertaken
by Indian companies — the S00MW Upper
Karnali undertaken by GMR and Arun Three
undertaken by Sutlej Jal Vidhyut Ltd. Given
that Nepal’s majorelectoral contestants bear
pro-India and pro-China tags — the Nepali
Congress of Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba s perceived to be pro-India while the
left alliance is seen as pro-China — the deci-
sions on hydro projects have given credence

to the alleged influence of external forces in
decision-rmaking in Kathmandu. K.P. Oli, the
prime ministerial candidate of the left al-
tiance, which includes the Communist Party
of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist and the
CPN {Maoist Centre), said the decision on
Gejuwa would be reversed if the alliance was
elected to office. Clearly, the competing inter-
ests of its giant neighbours will continue to
cast their shadow over Nepal's future politics
and development.

China has not yet reacted to the cancel-
lation of the Budhi Gandaki deal, but it seems
unfazed. Less than a week after the govern-
ment decision, China’s Three Gorges
International Corporation signed adeal with
the Nepal Electricity Authority to forma joint
venture company to develop the 750MW
West Seti Project in a time-bound manner.
In the currént scenario of default, one coun-
try's failure becomes a success for another
while Nepal reels in the dark. The much-
talked about Mahakali project that was
signed between Nepal and India way backin
1996 has not moved aninch as the two sides
are stilf to finalise the detailed project report.
As most projects remain inlimbo, power bro-

kers and commission agents lobby onbehalf
of competing firms for the termination or
transfer of contracts.

Thedelays in the execution of projects and
the external interference on the country's de-
velopment agenda have infuriated a section
of policy makers, including some politicians,
who insist that the government must under-
take sorne projectsasa means toenhancena-
tional pride and implement them in a time-
bound manner. This vision has entered
national planning and government policies.
The impact is visible in the planning and
building of highways, but it has not perco-
lated to the hydropower sector. The factalso
rernains that projects are delayed because of
corruption in the award of contracts, the
blame for which lies with politicians.

Interestingly, none of the major parties —
the Nepali Congress, CPN-UML and the
Maoists — have raised the issue of corrup-
tionor the lack of transparency and account-
ability in government decisions in their man-
ifestos, indicating a convergence of interest
and method.

yubaraj.ghimire@expressindia.com
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Rainwater saved Bellandur Lake
from complete ruin, say experts

Panel members want govt to stop discharge of untreated sewage

BENGALURU: Inflow of fresh
water due torains has res-
cued Bellandur Lake from
complete ruin, members

of the panel appointed to
study the lakes have said.

Talking to Deccan Herald
o Friday, Dr DA Venkatesh
and Dr Rinku Verma also
said the government is doing
precieus little to rejuvenate
the sprawling 910-acre wa-
terbody.

The panel members also
said the prognosis for the
take’s health is very bleak
until the government builds
the scwage treatment plants

- (§TPs), which, authorities as-

sure, will be ready by the year
2020.

Dr Venkatesh and Dr Ver-
ma — respectively the retired
TFS officer and Assistant Pro-
fessor with the University of
Agriculture Sciences — are
part of the three-member
Governing Council Commit-
tee appointed by Karnataka
Lake Conservationand Devel-
opment Authority (KLCDA)
to examine the lakes.

The team—also made of re-
tired IFS officer Yusuf Perodi-
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not fromthe perspective of the engineer. oH FILEPHOTO

began their inspection of the
cluster of lakes in Bellandur.
In the report at the end of
the study—whichitwould sub-
mit to the government—the
panel would provide inputs
on the quality of water in the
lakes, biodiversity, local and
NGO involvement in the con-
servation efforts and the sta-

tus of STPs. The study would
approach conservation of the
lakes from the biological point
of view and not from the per-
spective of the engineer.
OnFriday, Dr Venkateshand
Dr Verma said the government
and concerned departments
are only taking short-term
measuresto please the court at

The study wouid approach COHSEI’VBUDI‘I of the lakes from the blOlOglCBl point of view and

the expense of the long-stand-
ing issues affecting the lakes
ecology.

“Besides clearing the weeds,
nothing has been done. We
have seen a few aerators, but
it will not be enough,” Dr Ven-
katesh said, pointing out that
the government is yet to imple-
ment the wetland treatment

model erucial to the lake’s sus-
tenance.

Dr Verma wants to draw the
government’s attention to the
inlet points to the Bellandur
lake. Since frothing contin-
ues, the government must act
quickly to stop untreated sew-
age from entering the lake.

They also said the govern-
ment should check the STP
and outlet of polluted water
from the industries and resi-
dential apartments.

“Inmany cases, apartments
and industries were unable to |
install STPs,” they said.

They also believe imposing
rules ~which the government
itselfhad failed to follow-, will
not work. Instead, BWSSB ‘
and KSPCB should partner ‘
with the apartments and in- i
dustries to help them ensure 1

\

the lake is not ruined beyond
repair, they said.

The panel has so far in-
spected Chinnapanahalli,
Kundanahalli, Kaikondana-
halli, Haralur, Siddapura,
Panathur and Munekolala
lakes under the Bellandur
series. It has two more water
bodies to visit.

DH News Service

Flv over
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