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Over400delegates fromacross the coun-
try and abroad discussed ways to fur.
ther strengthen the safety of dams dur-
inga two-day conference which cul-
minated here today;

The third ‘National Dam Safety Con-
* ference’ focused on key challenges that
are being encountered in the imple-
mentation of the Dam Safety Reha-
bilitation and Improvement Project
(DRIP).

Dams have played a key role infos-
teringrapid and Sustained agriculturaj
and rural growth and development,
which have been key priorities of the
government of India since indepen-
dence.

“The conference received an over-
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whelming response with over 400 del-
egates attending and submission of
over 70 technical Papers from experts
outside India. About 40
national and overseas organisations
showcased their technologies, prod-
ucts and: services through exposi-

tion organised at the conference
venue,
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“The professionals from the USA,
Australia, Japan, the UK, France,
Italy, Spain, Netherlands, and Germany
attended this event,” an official release
said.

Globally,
Chinaand the United States of Amer-
icaintermsof humber of large damsg
with a total storage Capacity of about
283 billion cubic meters,

“Close to 80 percentof largedamsg -
have surpassed theageof twenty-five
years, and many of them facethe chal-
lenges of deferred maintenance,

“Many of these dams are consig.
erably old (about 170 dams exceed the
age of 100 years) and built in an era
whose design Practisesand safety con-
siderations donot match with the cur-
rent design standards and the pre-
vailing safety norm,” the release
said.
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Nitish demands decommissioning
 of Farakkabarrage s

. PRERS TRUST OF INDIA
- Patna, 20 February

Bihar chief minister Nitish
3 Kumar
today made
a strong
demand to
the Centre
to decom-
v mission the
Farakka barrage, saying it
hasno utility and causes floods
in the state every year.
Kumar also protested
against the proposed reservoir

-

. enroute Allahabad-Haldia

waterway. -
“We had made the demand

o decommission Farakka bar-

rage in West Bengal to the pre-
vious UPA government. I told
thisto Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also that the Farak-

-Covering L, YIS

ka dam is causing heavy sil-
tation inriver Ganga which is
amajor reason for heavy floods
every year in Bihar,” Kumar
told reporters.

“Many experts have also
pointed out the disadvantages
from Farakka dam and its
original engineer from West
Bengal involved in construc-
tion of thebarrage had opposed
it and was forced to leave the
job,” the chief minister said
after a “Lok Samvad” (public
dialogue) programme.
~ He said that during the
previous UPA government of
Manmohan Singh, the state had
taken the then water resources
minister Pawan Bansal tothe
bar- rage to show him how it
was causing problem to Bihar
and other riparian states.

“During flood last year
when PM Narendra Modi had

talked to me I had told him
about disadvantages accru-
ing from Farraka damand dur-
ing a meeting with him
explained this in detail also,”
Kumar said.

Flanked by state water
resources minister RajivRan-
jan Singh Lallan, the chief
minister said that the bar-
rage has been genesis of floods
every year in Bihar.

Asked about West Bengal’s
stand onthedam, hesaid that
state is also adversely affect-
ed by it but “I do not focus on
what others say or isdoingon
this, since Bihar is affected by
it grosslif1 we are protesting
against the barrage”.

Kumar also protested the
proposed construction of reser-
voir at Buxar enroute Alla-
habad-Haldia national water-
ways number I.
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