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Anti-riot police deployed; notices warn against violation of SC's ‘status quo’ order

JUPINDER]IT S5INGH
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 18

After a free-for-all lasting
about T2 hours, there is a
lull along the nearly 120-km
stretch of the Sutle] Yamu-
na Link eanal land in the
state, with the Punjab
Police deploying contin-
gents of the anti-riot police
(ARP) to prevent any viola-
tion of the Supreme Court
order to maintain status
gquo at the site.

Police have also put up
notices along the canal on
the Rajpura-Banur road,
barring any activity. The
notices carry orders of the
Patiala Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) that no
violation of the SC order
would be tolerated. Howev-
er, it is not clarified who is
the owner of the land
About 65 personnel of the
ARP have been deployed.

The site had seen frantic
activity earlier this week
following the passing of a
Bill by the Punjab Assem-
bly to return about 3.300
acres  to  farmers from
whom it was acquired some
35 years ago for the 3YL
canal.

While police had
remained a mute spectator
during those hours, forest
officials could do nothing
more than filing complaints
to the Deputy Commission-
ers concerned about the
plundering of the notified
forest area along the canal
banks. No case has been
registered so far.

The Tribune today visited
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Patiala district and parts of
Fatehgarh Sahib district.

Signs of efforts to reclaim
the canal land are visible
near Morinda town, where
an attempt was made to fill
it near the Bassi Pathana
road but only a few metres
along the bank were filled.
On the Rajpura-Banur road,
the canal has been partially
filled.

Kamal Singh, a farmer in
Bung village near Anand-
pur Sahib, sums up the Her-
culean task of filling the
canal as well as the polities
at play. “It is all vote-bank
politics. The canal cannot
be filled. It will require a
mountain of sand to be lev-
elled,” he said.

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9232030?show=print

wherever it was partially
filled.

“The work was done by
the government, not us
There were directions to fill
the canal and then there
were directions to stop it,”
said farmer Rajibir Singh
near Pathreri Jattan village.
No other farmer working in
the fields near the canal was
willing to talk about the
issue.

Rajbir added that he was
happy to get the chance of
reclaiming the land. How-
ever, he could not fill it on
his own. “Only the govern-
ment can do it for us, Thave
one-and-a-half aecre land,
which will be doubled when
T officially get the SYLland.
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A bridge passing through the SYL

L

canal near Doom Cherri

village at Morinda in Ropar district.

opening made through the
canal banks. Farmers of this
village had made a small

enables tractors to pass
through and one can walk
over it.
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a] Farmers won't be asked to

vacate land: Chandumajra

TrRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

ANANDP UR SAHIB, MARCH 18
The Supreme Court's direc-
tion for maintaining status
quo on land meant for the
Sutlej¥Yamuna Link (SYL)
canal would not have any
impact on the possession of
those farmers who had
demaolished the canal and
occupied the land yesterday,
said Iocal MP and SAD
spokesman  Prem  Singh
Chandumajra here today.
Chandumajra who was
interacting with mediaper-

sons said many farmers had
already taken over their
land and they would not be
asked to vacate it as the
state would ensure the sta-
tus quo only from the time
when the directions were
issued by the court.
Justifying the statement
made by Chief Minister
Parkash Singh Badal that
the SAD-BJP government
would not accept any deci-
sion taken by anyone to
take away water from Pun-
jab in a brazen violation of
their rights under the

Kejriwal against
politics over water

¥y

NEW DELHI, MARCH 18

A day after Haryana's Irri-
gation Minister Om
Prakash Dhankar virtually
refused to supply water to
Delhi, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal today said
there should be no politics
over water,

“Politics over water is not
good as people from Punjab
and Haryana are also our
own like that of Delhi
Everyone should get water,”
he told mediapersons.

Hitting out at Kejriwal for
opposing the Sutlej Yamuna
link (S¥L) canal in Punjab,
Dhankar had yesterday shot
off a letter to the Delhi CM,
asking him to "get his own
canal constructed for carry-
ing Delhi's share of water”.
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B Politics over water is
not good as people from
Punjab and Haryana are
also our own like that of
Delhi. Everyone should
get water®®

Arvind Kejriwal, 084 o

Haryana minister had said
inthe letter

There was an acute water
shortage in the national
Capital for more than 10
days last month with Jat
protesters, demanding

Riparian Principle, Chan-
dumajra said the state
assembly had  already
passed a resolution to deno-
tify the land acquired for
the SYL project. He
claimed that now the state
Governor had to give his
assent. According to the law
ofland, if the Governor has
any objection, he can send
the Bill back to the assem-
bly. After the Bill is present-
ed before him second time
for assent, he has to give his
nod within two months,
said the MP

Fissures in
Congress on
MLA’s stand

BATALA, MARCH 18

A split surfaced in the local
Youth Congress with mem-
bers wvirtually revolting
against party MLA Ash-
wani Sekhri.

Hundreds of activists led
by state YC secretary Nitin
Sharma took out a proces-
sion in the main thorough-
fares of the town. Sharma,
whoisalsoaticket contender
from the Youth Congress
quota for the Batala seat, said
since Sekhridid not take part
in the discussion on the SYL
and wanted to speak on an
‘irrelevant’ issue in the
Assembly he should be cen-
sured by the party. —TNS
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the canal site near its origin
in Ropar district to bevond
Banur town. At no place has
it been completely filled
from one bank to the other
The activity of filling it up
was mainly restricted to

In stark contrast to rejoic-
ing people clicking photos
and talking to mediaper-
sons during the T2-hour
free run, farmers were
today reluctant to be pho-
tographed near the canal

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9232030?show=print

However, I may have to sell
my piece of land to arrange
sand for filling up the addi-
tional land.”

A farmer at Doom Cherri
village near  Morinda
refused to talk about an

, :DigitalEdition

bridge to pass through the
canal. The SYL had divided
their land when it was con-
structed, They had to use a
circuitous route to reach
other parts of their fields,
The small bridge now

Farmers here do not need
to level the canal. Their
fields and the canal floor
are at the same level, They
have to remove the
embankment, but that too
15 a hupge task.

"Seeing your stand (oppos-
ing SYL canal) Harvana will
not be able to deliver your
share of water in Delhi since
you have stood against the
interests of the farmers and
people of Haryana” the

reservation in jobs and edu-
cation, damaging the
Munak ecanal during the
stir.

A large part of Delhi is
dependent on water from
Harvana, —PTI

MD/MS
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Karnataka districts brace for water shortage
e M.T. Shiva Kumar

Level in Krishnaraja Sagar dips to 85.29 feet; no need to panic, say officials

The dry bed of the Krishnaraja Sagar reservoir, near Srirangapatna, in Karnataka, on Saturday.

Districts in Karnataka dependant on the Cauvery are likely to face an acute shortage of drinking water as the level in the Krishnaraja Sagar
(KRS), near Srirangapatna, in Mandya district, dipped to 85.29 feet at 6 a.m. on Saturday. The full-reservoir level (FRL) of KRS is 124.8 ft.
The dead storage level is 74 ft.

According to senior officials of the Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Ltd. (CNNL), the storage in the reservoir stood at just 13.31 thousand million
cubic feet (tmcft) as against its maximum capacity of 49.45 tmcft. The reservoir had 103 ft. of water on the corresponding day last year. The
storage was 25.02 tmcft on March 19, 2015.

The inflow into the KRS was 350 cubic feet per second (cusecs), while the outflow was 3,402 cusecs at 6 a.m. on Saturday.

Of the outflow quantum, over 2,500 cusecs of water are released to protect the standing crops, CNNL officials said. Meanwhile, the CNNL has
requested the people to use water judiciously.

Lifeline

There is no need to panic as of now, officials said about the drinking water scarcity in KRS-dependent districts. The monsoon is expected to
arrive on time this year. In case of late arrival [of monsoon], the Irrigation Department would draw water, if necessary, from the Hemavathi
reservoir in Hassan to meet the drinking water needs of districts dependent on Cauvery, a senior CNNL officer told The Hindu . The reservoir
is the lifeline of several districts in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

It supplies water to Bengaluru, Mysuru, parts of Bengaluru Rural, Mandya and Ramanagaram districts of Karnataka.
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Heavy hailstorm turns Dharamsala white

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DHARAMSALA, MARCH 19
A hailstorm hit Dharam-
sala and its surrounding
areas this morning. The
hailstorm was so strong
that within a few minutes,
the entire area wore a
white mantle.

The traffic on the
Dharamsala-McLeodganj
road was disrupted.

The New Fealand cricket
team thatwas proceeding to
MceLeodganj to wisit the
Dalai Lama temple had to
return mid way following
traffic jam.

In MeLeodganj, heavy
snow deposited along the
road and on buildings that
lasted throughout the day
The hailstorm led to a sud-
den fall in temperatures
that forced people to take
out their woollens,

There was also a heavy
snowfall on the Dhaulad-
hars overlooking the Kan-
gra valley. The range that
had not received enough
snowfall in winter now
turned white.

The hailstorm had caused
loss to vegetable and wheat
crops. Vinod Kumar, a resi-
dent of Sakoh village, said
his onion crop seemed to
have been damaged due to
hailstorm. Professor Ambr-
ish Kumar Mahajan from
the the department of envi-
ronment sciences in Central
University Himachal
Pradesh (CUHPF) said seasons
were witnessing a change
due to global warming. The
unprecedented rain or hail-
storm being expenenced by
Dharamsala was the result of
climate change, he said.

There are reports of heavy
damage to mango and lichi
crops in lower areas of Kan-
gra district. The Nurpur
and Indora belt are known
for mango and lichi

Bharmour road opens

Dalhousie: The vehicular
traffic on the Chamba-Bhar-
mour highway has been

r‘esluned after the r‘emw.il
ol dalesda ad ascdad

orchards. The farmers said
heavy rain in March had
caused extensive damage to
fruit trees that were in the
flowering season.

Weather wrath

ETraffic emained disrupted
on the Dharamsala road

BThe New Zealand cricket
teamthat was proceed-
ing to MelLeodganj to vis-
it the Dalai Lama temple
had to return mid way
following a traffic jam

BThe hailstorm dam-
aged vegetable and
wheat crops

EThere are reports of
heavy damage to man-
go and lichi craps in
the lower areas of
Kangra district

@@ The unprecedented rain or
hailstorm being experienced by
Dharamsala is the result of
climate change

— Prof Ambrish Kumar Mahajan, CUHP
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Tea, potato crop s damaged

Our CORRESPONDENT

PALAMPUR, MARCH 19
Heavy main, snow, hailstorm
and  high-velocity  wind
lashed Palampur and its
adjoining areas today caus-
ing damage to wheat and
fruit crops. The hailstorm in
upper areas continued for
halfan hour resulting in fall
in the temperatures,
Flowering mango, peach,
plum and almond trees wene
the worst affected while tea
and  potato cmops also suf-
fered heavy damage, Fields
were in six-inch water in
many part of the Kangra val-
ey, Upper reaches of
Dhauladhar and  Chhota
Bhangal-Bara Bhangal areas
have been  experiencing
heavy snow for the past 48
hours, The region is in the
grip of severe cold. As per the
Met Department, rain/ snow
will continue for 24 hours.

R

The snow-covered Dhauladhars.
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‘U-turnon SYL will
be political suicide
for Kejriwal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Eathu MNangal {Fb), 20 March

Punjab minister Bikram
Singh Majithia today hit
outat Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal for his
“no politics on water” com-
ments, saying his “u-turn”™
on Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(5YL) Canal will be “polit-
ical suicide” for him.

“During his Punjab visit,
the AAP convenerhadcat-
egorically said that SYL
Canal should not be com-
pleted, but after returning
toDelhi, Kejriwal changed
track thereby hurting the
feelings of Punjabis.” he
claimed.

The Delhi Chief Minis-
ter's comments on Friday
came a day after Harvana
Irrigation Minister O P
Dhankar, in aletter to Kejri-
wal, saldhis state won't be
able to continue supply of
water to Delhi as he stood
against theinterests of farm-
ers and people of Haryvana.

“Kejriwal has always
indulged in opportunistic
politics, and such people

will neverdo anything good
for Punjab,” DMajithia
alleged.

“Only Punjabiscantake
care of the state’s rights
and the people having spe-
clalisation inopportunistic
politics and double stan-
dards can never understand
the depthof various issues
relating to Punjab,” themin-
ister said.

Distributing a grant of Rs
24 lakh for development
works in Bhullar andHaans

L -
villages, Majithia saldSAD
will fight the 2017 assembly
elections in Punjab on the
issue of developrient and
claimed they would register
a "historic hat-trick of vic-
tories™

“We are fully confident
that the people of Punjab
once againwill extend their
wholehearted support to
the party and pave way for
a record thimd-time SAD-
BJP government in the
state,” he said.

Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal and Deputy
CM Sukhbir Singh Badal
have ensured overall devel-
opment of rural and urban
areas with special empha-
5is on build ing world class
infrastructure, making the
state power surplus and
ensuring that benefits of
welfare schemes reach the
targeted populace, Majithia
said.

OnRahul Gandhi's daim
of having “patriotism” inhis
blood, the minister said that
he does not want to comment
on the Congress Viee Pres-
ident’s personal feelings but
the “reality” is that people
have "rejected the Gandhi
family-led Congress and it
has been limited to just 45
Lok Sabha seats.”

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9232101?show=print
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CHANDIGARH, MARCH 20
Inter-party and intra-party
division seems to be cost-
ing Harvana heavy when
it comes to scoring con-
vineingly in the everyday
wrestling bouts over the
simmering Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal issue.

Despite things going
exactly the way the BJP
rovernment in Harvana
wants, the state's political
parties can't seem to get
their aet together and
unitedly rally behind the
hig issue.

The Manohar Lal Khat-
tar government's deeision
to counter Punjab’s
agpressive posturing
doesn't seem to be doing
much for the image of
either the government or

the party.
Insiders believe that
pursuing the issue in

courts is not enough and
the government needs to
appear in a “pro-active”
mode, giving back Punjab
a dose of its own.

While leaders maintain
that they have “pushed”
the government repeated-
Iy to showease all efforts it
is making at various lewv-
els, their reasoning seems
to have cut little ice
with the government
“happy” handling Punjab
in the court.

“We have even explained
that public perception is a
kev factor on such issues
and one-odd resclution is
not enough. The govern-
ment is meeting leaders at
the Centre as are various
delegations and the court
decisions, too, are in our
favour However, some-
thing still seems amiss
and that is essentially our
inahility to jointly counter

, :DigitalEdition

SYL issue: Govt, Oppn need
to unite against Punjab

Slap sedition charge on Badal: Sampat

Chandigarh: Former minister Sampat
Singh {in pic)on Sunday hitout at the Cen-
tre for being a mute spectatar when the
AkalFBIP government in Punjab was flout
ing all federal rules to demalish the SYL
canal. Sampat, who held several portfo-
lios, including irrigation, said Parkash
Singh Badal's conduct was totally unbe-
coming of a Chief Minister. Questioning

Modi, Badal dividing country, says Jhinda

® |agdish Singh Jhinda,
president, Haryana Sikh
Gurdwara Managerment
Committee, has alleged
that Prime Minister
Marendra Maodi and
Punjab Chief Minister
Farkash Singh Badal
are following the policy
af divide and rule

®“Modi and Badal are
working to destroy
the Hindu and Sikh
religions. It seems
that the country will
divide into pieces in
the rule of PM Modi,"
Jhinda told the media
in Jagadhri
ahn Sunday

the BIP for slapping the
sedition charge on slight-
est provocation, the Con-
gress leader asked: "Does
the act of the Badal gov-
ernment not amount to sedition when itis
apenly flouting orders of the Suprerme
Court and is out to break the federal struc-
tre af the country? " s

WHe alleged the pass-

ing of the Punjab
Satluj¥amuna Link
Canal Land {Transfer
of Property Rights)
Bill, 2016, was part af
the conspiracy
hatehed by the Prime
Minister and the Pun-
jab Chief Minister

Punjab’'s wrongs.,” a BJP
MLA said.

While Congress MLAs
remained suspended dur-
ing the discussion on the
Governor's Address,
Leader of the Opposition
Abhay Chautala’s sugges-
tion that the Assembly
should pass a counter-res-
olution condemning Pun-
jab's resolution of not giv-
ing a drop at any cost
despite the status quo
from the courts was also
turned down.

The Harvana Congress
seems to lagging in the
race among the main
political parties asits lead-
ers try to make their pres-
ence felt at their own indi-
vidual levels. Its leaders
chose to stay away from
the all-party meeting
called by Chief Minister
Manohar lal Ehattar to
deliberate on the future
course of action on
grounds that they were
“not properly invited".

The party lost out on the
opportunity to effectively

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9229142?show=print

contribute to the battle
preparations and was the
only party to be “missing”
when the all-party delega-
tion called on Governor
Kaptan Singh Solanki
against Punjab’s “uncon-
stitutional BIN" denotify-
ing the SYL land.

Though the party later
tried to salvage the situa-
tion with leaders making
statements and by calling
on the President jointly, it
lost the initial chance of
showeasing that it was one
with the rest on the
SYL issue.

Of all political parties,
the Indian National Lok
Dal (INLD) seems to be
keen on making a state-
ment. Though a “late-
starter,” the main opposi-
tion party attempted to
storm the Punjab Assem-
bly to lodge its protest, has

repeatedly  raised  the
issue and the “unconstitu-
tional acts” of Punjab,

besides announcing the
snapping of ties with the
SAD leadership of Punjab.

Kalayat MLA seeks

Prez rule in Punjab
Kaithal: Kalavat legisla-
tor Jai Parkash  Thas
demanded immediate dis-
missal of the Punjab Gow-
ernment over  Sutlej-
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
1s55Ue.

The Independent MLA
said the President's rule
should be imposed in Pun-
jab keeping in view the

situation  ereated Ty
Parkash Singh Badal-led
government Over the
SYL canal.

The Punjab Government
had challenged the federal
structure of the country
by de-notifyving the land
acquired for the construc-
tion of the canal, said the

MLA.
Parkash also took Delhi
chief Minister Arvind

Eejriwal to task for his
stand on the canal.

He said Kejriwal's inter-
vention in the matter was
uncalled for and it showed
lack of farsightedness on
his part.
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Title : Drought-hit Latur invokes Sec 144 to check water riots
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Bid To Secure Wells, Tanks, Tanker Routes

Authorities in Maharashtra's drought-hit Latur district have invoked Section 144 of CrPC to bar the
assembly of more than five people around wells and water filling points and tanks to check violence
over water amid an unprecedented scarcity . The order is probably the first of its kind in Maharashtra.

Issued by the district's collector, Pandurang Pol, the order will be in effect in areas around 20 places
until May 31.Hometown of the late former chief minister Vilasrao Deshmukh, Latur has reportedly
witnessed the exodus of nearly 1.5 lakh people to neighbouring districts on account of water shortage.
Wa ter is supplied through tankers once a week to its residents, and the prohibitory order follows
complaints of the supply being obstructed.

Confirming the order, a senior official told TOI, “All the 20 places have been notified. Law-
enforcement agencies have been instructed to ensure that more than five people do not assemble at
these places.* The official said the places include all tanker-filling points, public wells, tanker routes
and stor age tanks in the district.

“In the recent past, certain anti-social elements and poli ticians have hijacked tankers at filling points.
Besides, huge crowds at most public wells cause law and order prob ems,* the official said, add ing,
“Now that these prohib itory orders have been issued the situation appears to be un der control.*
According to the official, the Latur municipa corporation has deployed 70 tankers in the city and the
rural development department, 200. “Each tanker makes at least six-seven trips, but we are still not
able to provide even drinking water to the five lakh-odd people,* he added.

In 2004, under Deshmukh, the Dhanegaon irrigation project was completed to tackle the district's
chronic water shortage. It ensured a daily supply of water. Besides, all the wells were recharged and
new borewells constructed to ensure there was no shortage in the future either. “Now, there is
absolutely no water in the Dhanegaon irrigation project. We will have to look for new projects and
new sources of water,* said Amit Deshmukh, the former CM's son and incumbent Latur MLA.

At a meeting with CM De vendra Fadnavis last month, Amit suggested two solutions --getting water
from Auranga bad's Jayakwadi or Solapur's Ujani project. The new state budget, though, does not
have a concrete action plan to tackle Latur's water problem.

PARCHED LAND: An unprecedented water scarcity has reportedly
sent 1.5 lakh residents to neighbouring districts in Maharashira

« A1 . — b -
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Motley crew clearing Yamuna floodplains after AoL fest

ANAND MOHAN J
mohararand 1965 emal Loom
New Delhi, 18 March

It's been five days since the
contentious World Culture
Festivaltook place on the Ya-
muna floodplains. In the af-
termath of theevent abevy
of workers were seen dis-
mantling the mammoth coli-
senm built for the event,
the Army was found dis-
mantling the pontoon
bridges and a motley crew
of Artof Living volunteers
fanked by rag pickers and
contractors were seen clear-
ing garbage from the venue.

"They have wreaked hav-
oc onour fields, people have
urinated in the fields despite
toilets being built for them
and my spinach fields have
been destroyed because of
the rubbish," said Rajpal, a
farmer.

However, many of the
farmers see an improve-
ment in thecleaning of the
floodplain and said a lot of

work went behind it. One
such farmer Sarvan said, "I
saw them working day and
night to clear the garbage,
lakhs of people came for
theevent, it is unrealistic to
clear it in oneday". Howev-
er, Sarvan denied that AoL
volunteerscame out inhuge
numbers to help them out.
"A lot of the fields which
were a bit far from themain
venue were alsostrewn with
garbage but that was cleaned
by the farmers themselves.
There were 30-40 volunteers
who helped in the cleaning,
therest were rag pickers and
privatecontractors,” hesaid.

The AoL volunteers who
were found at the site dif-
fered. "We had help from at
least a thousand volunteers
including foreigners who
helped inthe cleaningof the
venue and we will complete
the process once the main
stage isdismantled," said An-
kur, a volunteer: He added,
"Twohundred trucksof bot-
tles and cups were removed

in one day, we have cleaned
the entire floodplain and
achieved this in a matter of
three days, this is unprece-
dented.”

ply which had been disrup-
ted for the past few weeks and
aggravated theirwoes. "They
have stopped water supply
in some areas, they wanted

Now that the event is
over, the farmers troubles
have notended ason Thurs-
day a few JJ clusters were
due for demolition. "The
DDA was going to demolish
some houses but they stop-
ped after some intervention
by authorities," said B L
Chaudhary, a farmer. The
farmers have also com-
plained about the water sup-

to make a road and said the
water would disrupt the
construction, we are yet to
receive our share of thewa-
ter,"said Amarchand, a res-
ident of the Yamuna flood-
plains.

The Army men who were
found dismantling and trans-
porting the pontoon bridge
felt they had done a great
service for their culture but

argued thatabetter location
could have been chosen.
"The location was prob-
lematic; what if there would
have been a flood? People
would have died in huge
numbers. I fell sick for two
days because of the mosqui-
toes. Thope they don't choose
this venue next year," said
one Army personnel, who
was transporting dismantled
partsof the bridge.

If the farmers complained
about the neverending strug-
gle of being a squatter com-
munity and the Army men
felt the event should have
beenheld elsewhere, thela-
bourers are proud of the
gilant coliseum which they
had helped build and was
now being dismantled.

There were an estimated
3000 workers who are in-
volved in dismantling the
stage. "The toughestpart is
dismantling the pipes which
support the massive plat-
forms," said Azharudin, a
carpenter. "We have to dimb

gseveral metres above the
ground and if anyone slips
from that heighthe will not
survive." The various parts
of the massive stage were
built in Chattarpur, the main
stage is divided into fourlev-
els starting from the ground
level andthreestages includ-
ing almetre elevated semi
stage. a 1.5 metre main sub
stage and another Lometres
and the final stage towering
atL5metres. "This will take
atleast two weeks todisman-
tle, we are proud of whatwe
built, now it'stime todisman-
tleit,"said Imtiaz, a labour-
er

However, the farmers
thought the gigantic struc-
ture was an eyesore and are
waiting for the floodplainto
return to normaley "I just
want them to be done with
it.Itis good to celebrate cul-
ture, but not at the cost of our
peace, [just hope that the Land
is not damaged beyond re-
pair," said Vijay Kumar, a
farmer.

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9197410?show=print
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Punjab Assembly passes resolution against SYL canal

Congasks PM to convene
emergency meeting

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chandigarh, 18 March

The SYL-canal row heated
up today with Punjab
Assembly unanimously
passingaresolution against
its construction say ing the
state does not have water to
share withHarvana, which
accused Punjab of “crossing
all limits™ and decided to
approach the Centre and
Supreme Court.

The development came a
day after Supreme Court
directed statusquo onland
meant for Sutlej-Yamuna
Link (SYL) canal after
Harvana alleged that
attermnpts have beenmade to
alter its use by leveling it.

Punjab Chief Minister
Parkash SinghBadal, who
is Leader of the House,
moved a resolution in the
Assembly saying that his
state is facing “crisis of
water” and does not have

evenone drop to share with
others.

“In view of this neither
was thereever aneedtocon-
struct SYL canal then, nor
it isthere now,” the 88-year-
old, Five-time Chief Minis-
ter told the House.

The House unanimously
resolved that it will not
allow the SYL canal to be
constructed.

Congress leader Cha-

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9192129?show=print

ranjit Singh Channi, who
is Leader of the Opposi-
tion, and Pardiamentary
Affairs Minister Madan
Mohan Mittal fromtheB.JP
endorsed Badal's view

Channi said that Con-
gress has and will always
stand at the forefront to
protect the interestsof peo-
ple of Punjab. “Mr Badal, we
are all with you on this
issue,” he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhl, 18 March

With Punjab and Haryana
atloggerheads over the Sut-
lej-Yamuna Link canal
issue, Congress today asked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to convene an emer-
gency meeting of the chief
ministers of the two states
to find a solution.
“Thematter is very sen-
gitive, The Prime Minister
and the Home Minister can-
not keep quiet. The Centre
cannot shut its eves and
ears. The Prime Minister
should call an urgent meet-
ing of the chief ministers
before things turn for the
worse,” senior party
spokesman Anand Shar-

ma told reporters.

He said India is a Con-
stitutional democracy and
the country’s highest court
has passed an order.

Sharma’s remarks came
close ontheheels of theSYL
canal row heating up with
Punjab Assembly unani-
mously passing a resolu-
tion against its construction
saying the statedoes not have
water to share with Haryana.

Harvyana has accused
Punjabof “crossing alllim-
its” and decided to approach
the Centreand the Supreme
Court.

The development came a
day after the Supreme Court
directed statusquo on land
meant for Sutle]-Yamuna
Link (3YL) canal.
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‘Rairis, hail may cause 13mn
tonnesdamage towheat output’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 18 March

Unseasonal rains and hail-
storms have caused havoe
in the agriculture sector,
leaving the country with a
likely shortfall in wheat
production by around 13
million tonnes from the
initial estimates of 93.8
million tonnes in the cur-
rent crop vear. The devel-
opment may foree the gov-
ernment to consider
imports of the staple grain,
according to an Assocham

per
“The shortfall in pro-
duction may lead to a spike
in food inflation which
may then contribute to the
spiral of price rise, which
has been tamed after a pro-
longed gap,” said Mr D 5
Rawat, Secretary General
of the business lobby
According to current

estimates, this vear's wheat
production may drop to
T9-80 million tonnes com-
pared to government esti-
mates at around 93.8 mil-
lion tonnes which is unlike-
Iy to be achieved due to
uncertain weather that
threatens maturing crop.
"The emerging wheat
situation in the country is
alarming in view of the
expectedlower crop, deplet-
ing stocks and the erratic
weather threatening crop
further towards maturi-
ty," the paper pointed out.
The consecutive west-
erndisturbances in March
2016 accompanied by hail-
storm. rains are further
posing a serious threat to
standing erop and also the
qualityof wheat and its tex-
ture. If the wheat quality
is impacted, government
might end up with pro-
curementof lower quality

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9232208?show=print

wheat in bigger volumes
impacting availability of
quality cereal in the open
market, it said.

Omn the stock front, it is
estimated that only around
13.37 million tonnes of
wheat stocks will be left
with government as on 1
April 2016, and a drop of
10-20% in wheat procure-
ment in the current year
Will result in around 35-36
million tonnes of wheat
stocks as of 1. July 2016,

Givenanaverage month-
ly requirement of 3 to 3.5
million tonnes towards the
publicdistributionsystem
(PDS) and open market
wheat sales, wheat stocks
would plummet well below
10 million tonnes as of 1
April 2017, foreing the gov-
ernment to consider
imports toangment domes-
tic shortage/buffer require-
ments.
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

SCORCHED EARTH

Marathwada'’s ongoing agrarian crisis owes
to nature, markets and human causes

or years, i0was Vidarbha, but now itappears that Marathwada has emerged as

the epicentre of agrarian distress in the country. Since the beginning of 2015,

there have been over 1,400 farmer suicides — more than three everyday — in just

thissingle region comprisingeight districtsof Maharashtra. There are, no doubt,
naturalfactors behind this extreme agorny. The Marathwada region hasexperienced three
rmonsoon failures — in 2012, 2004 and 2015 — in the last four years. Last year's was the
worst, with an overall rainfall deficit of over 44 per cent during jJune-December rel ative
to the average for this period. Moreover, there are still three months to go before theon-
setofthe next monsoon With water levels inthe region's major reservoirscurrently not
even at 7 per cent of their full capacity — some like Jayakwadi, Majalgaon and Manjra
have already gone totally dry — the worst is still tocome.

Butitisn't natural causes alone, Falling crop realisations have been compounding
problems for farmers. Indeed, thisis probably the first time — in the country and not just
Marathwada — when we have had consumer food price inflation not particularly soar-
ingevenwith two consecutive years of drought. This newspaper hasreported how famm-
ers in Marathwadaare gettingonly Rs 15-17 per litre for the milk they are selling to dairies
today, compared to Rs 25-27 a year ago, Kapas{raw seed-cotton )issimilarly trading now
atRs 4000-4200 per quintal, as against the Rs 5000-5,200levels at thistime in 2013. The
fact that the effects of the drought are not being feltin the cities perhaps explains why
Maharashtra's politicians are finding it more urgent to discuss the quantum of punish-
ment for those refusing to chant “Bharat Mata ki jai”,

Marathwada's woesowe no lessto a skewed development strategy that has overem-
phasised investments in large irfigation projects which, in tum, have been used for the
promotion of water- intensive crops like sugarcane, evenin areas receiving very little an-
nual rainfall. Since 2000, several thousand crores have been sunk into projects, including
in the hitherto neglected Marathwada and Vidarbha regions, and yet these have hardly
led to any increase in Maharashtra's net irrigated area. What is needed is an alternative
strategy that focuses on groundwater recharge and improved water-use efficiency,
through constructionofcheckdams, digging of Farm ponds and investment indnp/ sprin-
kler irigation. These strategies must be combined with reducing the massive gap be-
tween the irrigation potential created by major! medium projects and the actual utilisa-
tion, by ensunng periodic desilting and rationalising water charges to recover operational
and maintenance costs. But in the immediate present, taking up MGNRECA works on a
war-footing should be the top prionty inMarathwada.

The IndianEXPR Mon, 21 March 2016

epaper editions SPaPEr, indianexpress. com/c/9232156
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A people’s initiative to restore a river’s glory

e M. Soundariya Preetha

NGOs from four districts in western Tamil Nadu come together to rejuvenate the Noyyal

A et

The Noyyal river, which was once a wide water body, is now dry in many locations or has just a sewage stream.— File photo: M. Balaji

This joint effort is unique and special. Unique as hundreds of volunteers, businesses, educational institutions, and non-governmental
organisations from four districts in western Tamil Nadu have come together, special because it is to restore a river.

The Noyyal River Restoration Federation, which includes Siruthuli in Coimbatore, Jeeva Nadhi Noyyal in Tirupur, Olirum Erodu in Erode
and Noyyal Kaappom in Karur, will launch here on March 26, ‘Noyyalai Nokki’ (Towards Noyyal), a people’s initiative to restore the Noyyal
river system, jointly with the government. Social activist Anna Hazare will launch the project at Kooduthurai in Alandurai in Coimbatore
district.

The river originates in the Western Ghats and runs through the four districts to join the Cauvery at Noyyal village. As many as 34 streams
feed water into it and the river system includes 21 anaicuts and 31 tanks.

Although the river is commonly known as a jungle stream, in the 1940s it carried water throughout the year and would flood twice or thrice a
year, recollects 81-year-old Su. Ra. Thangavel, former president of Sulur town panchayat.

Now, just four or five streams that originate in the Western Ghats feed the river, says C.R. Swaminathan, chairman, Noyyal River Restoration
Federation. In many places, the river is encroached upon, sewage is let into it, or the river needs to be desilted. What was once a 60-foot to
300-foot wide water body is now dry in many locations or has just a sewage stream.

Yet, for many like Mr. Thangaveluy, there are cherished memories of the river. He recalls how, when he was in his teens, he would go regularly
to the Sulur tank in Coimbatore for a bath. Women too would go to the tank in the evenings to bring home drinking water from a well nearby.
Sulur tank is one of the 31 tanks that is part of the Noyyal river system.

The river is all set to regain its glory with the ‘Noyyalai Nokki’ initiative. “We need to survey the streams and the river, remove the
encroachments, create alternative channels to carry the water, desilt, and strengthen the bunds along the river,” says Vanitha Mohan,
Managing Trustee, Siruthuli. Sewage treatment plants need to be installed and people should be involved at the village level to restore the
river and sustain it, she says.

What is encouraging is the willingness of the public to be part of it. Members of Siruthuli have been going to villages for the last 10 days to
create awareness. “If people see the river cleaned up and start using it, the initiative will become sustainable,” she says.

“We need the support of the Central and State governments too,” adds Mr. Swaminathan. The Public Works Department had prepared a
project four years ago to restore the river and to set up sewage treatment plants. The project cost then was estimated at Rs. 650 crore.

However, only after completing a survey, in about six months, can the project cost be finalised, they say. It is proposed to divide the river into
segments of 500 metres for restoration and maintenance. Ownership groups will be formed for every 500 metres and it will consist of the
local people, experts and patrons (divide-distribute-develop model).
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Eco-restoration drive remains a non-starter

e K.A. Shaji

The Palakkad Gap of the Western Ghats from Kanjikode, near Palakkad. Promises of large-scale afforestation of Palakkad ghats section
continue to remain on paper and as a result the situation is contributing to the increase in heat.— Photo: K.K. Mustafah

No steps taken for safe protection and watering of the planted saplings even during the hot summer months.

he much-hyped Palakkad Gap eco-system restoration efforts initiated by the Kerala State Biodiversity Board last year with the active
involvement of 17 local bodies and the Social Forestry wing of the Forest Department continues to remain a non-starter in spite of the claims
that it would help address escalating heat in the region in the coming years.

Though a number of tree saplings were planted with much fanfare in five grama panchayats marking the commencement of the initiative, all
of them failed to withstand the challenges of hostile climate in the absence of follow-up initiatives. No steps were taken for safe protection and
watering of the saplings even during the hot summer months.

The 45-km Palakkad gap in the Western Ghats is facing serious environmental destruction largely owing to indiscriminate sand and granite
mining. Massive deforestation is killing the Bharathapuzha and its tributaries, which flow through the area, and its highly fragile eco-systems.
The Biodiversity Board initiative was aimed at rejuvenating the river eco-system by restoring the green cover.

It was also perceived as a step to counter the challenges posed by global warming, destruction of wildlife habitats and adverse changes in land
use pattern. There were even assurances of ensuring participation of various bio-diversity youth clubs in the district to make the project a
participatory one. Efforts were also on to link the NREGA programme with the initiative. The pilot project was planned in Vadakarapathi,
Pattanchery, Kozhinjampara, Puthussery and Peruvembu panchayats. The gala inaugural event was held in Peruvembu in February last.

When contacted, Biodiversity Board officials blamed the local bodies for completely neglecting the project. Panchayat bodies clarify that the
board had done no follow-up action.

“It was a long-awaited initiative addressing the importance of restoring greenery of the gap, which is under destruction. The board has the
responsibility to coordinate with panchayats and find resources for implementing it. Only by increasing the green cover of the gap, we can
withstand escalating heat in Palakkad during summer. The heat is already unbearable,” said Kalloor Balan, environmnal activist.

“It needs not much additional funds. Better coordination with local bodies and channelising resources like NREGA would help implement it
easily. Schools and colleges in the region can also contribute,” said Shyam Kumar, environmentalist.

Printable version | Mar 21, 2016 3:58:55 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/ecorestoration-drive-remains-a-
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Undermining the SYL Canal

The Punjab Assembly continues to thumb its nose at the law of the land. A day after a five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court ordered status quo on land marked for the construction of the Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal, on Friday the Assembly
unanimously resolved that it cannot be allowed to be built. It is not clear whether this is an emotive cover for the Punjab government to wind
down the efforts to change the facts on the ground by even levelling the canal. But the events of the past week frame political adventurism of
an order that this country has not witnessed in a long time. Supported by a political consensus that brings the Opposition Congress and even
the Aam Aadmi Party on board the Shiromani Akali Dal-Bharatiya Janata Party government’s unilateral repudiation of inter-State
agreements, they put the onus on the Centre to reiterate the redlines that cannot be crossed in a federal set-up. On Monday, the Punjab
Assembly passed the Punjab Sutlej-Yamuna Link Canal (Rehabilitation and Re-vesting of Proprietary Rights) Bill 2016, seeking to return
land acquired for the canal’s construction to the original owners free of cost, and thereby completely destroy the work (still incomplete after
more than three decades) to channel to Haryana its duly allotted share of the waters of the Ravi and the Beas. Even though the Governor’s
assent has not come for the Bill, work on levelling the land, scooping earth and flora along the canal began at fever pitch, causing ecological
damage and wiring up the original owners into frenzied activity.

The origins of the crisis go back to 2004, when the State passed the Punjab Termination of Agreements legislation. With this, it reneged on its
upper-riparian responsibility to share water with Haryana through the SYL Canal. The matter went to the Supreme Court, and hearing finally
started this month. The 2004 abdication has now been aggravated by wilful destruction of parts of the canal, on which hundreds of crores of
rupees have already been spent. The earlier effort to reap political dividend by raising the spectre of Punjab’s fields turning barren has been
topped by exciting hopes on the possibility of farmers getting back lost land. All political parties are on board. The 2004 law was passed under
Amarinder Singh’s Congress government. The 2016 Bill has been guided by Parkash Singh Badal’s SAD-BJP government. Twelve years ago,
the Congress-led government at the Centre refused to read the Riot Act to a Congress Chief Minister. Today, a BJP-led Central government is
keeping silent at the outrage fomented by its own coalition in Punjab. Inter-State water disputes tend to be particularly emotive, and thereby
amenable to populist politics. However, in the 1970s and 1980s, most issues relating to the SYL Canal had been sorted out. Indeed, by the
1990s, much of the construction of the 212-km-long canal had been completed in Punjab. It is against this groundwork that the Punjab
government-led destruction and repudiation of a federal agreement must be squarely condemned.
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HT Correspondent

» htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE The National Green
Tribunal has fined a real-
estate developer in Delhi %5
lakh for installing a rainwater
harvesting system that did not
work.

The NGT was hearing a plea
by environmentalist Vikrant
Kumar Tongad who wanted the
court to direct the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation to install rain-
water storage facilities on its
existing, proposed and under-
construction stations, tracks
and depots.

akh for faulty

)lt is clear that ABW Infra Ltd...has caused
environmental degradation...The rain water
harvesting system is not made operative till day and in
fact permission for installation of rainwater harvesting
system was also not obtained.

NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

The court said the penalty
was for causing environmental
degradation till this day, Tt said
the question of payment for the
subsequent period will be con-
sidered later,

“It is clear that ABW Infra
Ltd...has caused environmen-

tal degradation...The rain water
harvesting system is not made
operative till day and in fact
permission for installation of
rainwater harvesting system
was also not obtained. They
Just have a technical approval
of the design”.

rainwater system

Vb
“In suchg;J stances, we

apply the polluter pays principle
and directs ABW Infrastructure
Ltd to pay an environmental
compensation of %5 lakh,” a
bench headed by Justice MS
Nambiar said.

The tribunal told the company
to pay the amount to the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee in
three weeks. It said the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) should inspect the
property in south Delhi and find
if the site chosen for the rainwa-
ter system was suitable.

“It is made clear that if the
DJB, on inspection, finds that
the site is not suitable for the

proposed rain water harvest-
ing system or the structure as
such cannot be permitted for not
being according to the design
approved, there need not be a
Joint inspection,” the bench said.

The NGT had taken several
hospitals, malls and hotels
in Delhi-NCR to task for not
complying with its orders on
rainwater harvesting last year
and imposed fines and issued
warrants to them.

The court, however, had wid-
ened the ambit of the petition
and incorporated various other
institutions like hospitals, hotels
and malls.
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3/21/2016 SYL canal: Kejriwal waters down rhetoric - Times of India
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New Delhi: A day after Haryana threatened to disrupt water supply to the national capital following Arvind Kejriwal's support to
Punjab over the Sutlej-Yamuna-Link (SYL) canal, the Delhi CM attempted damage control by saying that it was not right to do
politics over water. "Residents of Haryana and Punjab are all our people. Everyone should get water," he said on Friday.

However, amid severe criticism from several quarters over his statement on SYL, the Delhi government started a massive
online campaign under #AAPWaterRevolution to project that the capital's water supply was a prime concern for the
government and major initiatives had been taken to improve services over the past one year.

Meanwhile, the government also claimed that it had not received any letter from Haryana on this issue. On Thursday, the
Haryana irrigation minister had written to Kejriwal, saying that in wake of the Delhi government's apathy towards Haryana and
its water needs, the capital should make alternative arrangements for water and not expect anything from the neighbouring
state. Denying that any such letter had been received by the Delhi government, officials said Haryana was bound to continue

supply to Delhi under a Supreme Court order.

Water has been a very sensitive issue between Delhi and Haryana for several years and many experts felt that a political

statement like the one made by the CM could jeopardise the already delicate relationship between the two states. Former AAP
member and now part of Swaraj Abhiyan, Yogendra Yadav, said: "AAP stand on SYL confirms my worst fears-this party is now
an election machine. Can do anything for votes." He was referring to the statement Kejriwal had made during his recent visit to

the election-bound Punjab.
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The campaign launched by the government, joined in by not just ministers but various state units, including Maharashtra and
Punjab, spoke about the various measures taken by the AAP government in the field of water in the past one year. This
included the recently announced amnesty for water bills, the government's free water scheme, extension of piped water supply
to various colonies, self meter reading and bill generation, among others.

The government also announced extending the meter system to the city by next year. Recorded messages were issued by both
the CM and water minister Kapil Mishra talking about the advancement in water distribution, supply and the role played by DJB
workers during the strike by the municipal safai karamcharis.
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