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‘menu in Indus

But India, Pak. hold ‘frank disCuSsi(Sns’ on other schemes

{  MUBASHIR ZAIDI
i JSLAMABAD '

: India and Pakistan began
. discussions on the Indus Wa-
ter Commission on Monday
after 22 months amid optim-
jsm that the meeting may .
lead to resumption of the -
composite dialogue between .
the neighbours. s

i After the first day oftalks,

i officials on both sides said ‘

i the meeting was held ina W : . Fa ;

: cordial manner, and they ~india’s mitestone: Afile photo of the headrace tunnel of the
had frank discussions. pp. Kishenganga hydel project at Bandipora. 4 NISSAR AHMAD
Saxena, Indus Water Com- : :

: ‘missioner;‘ﬁ'f India, is leading Ratle were not discussed in hydropower projects of In-

ioa lo-memif?ef'i delegation in the latest round of talks, But  dia.

i, talks with his Pakistani coun- - the designs of the pakal Dul, Last year, the secretaries
i terpart, Mitza Asif Baig. Lower Kalnai and Miyar hy- of power of both countries
T G droelectric’ plants = were agre@d to third-party resolu-

sanctity of treaty . takenup. . s tion .- through the world
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prior - to the meeting, The talks will conclude in Bank'-?“B\it‘th“e'World Bank’ :

Ppakistan’s Minister for Water
and Power Khawaja Asif ex-
pressed the hope that both
countries would respect the
sanctity of the Indus Water
Treaty. : o

Because of the pakistani

" position, Kishenganga and

-

Islamabad © on. Tuesday,
though the earlier’ plan was
to do so in Lahore. -

The talks were suspended

4in May 2015 after the
Ppakistani Commissioner ob-’

jected to the designs of the
Kishengangaand the Ratle

annowhced late Jast year that

pakigtintand India should

" hold bilateral galks.
Followlig:’ the World
Bank#-feliictance to pass an

order, “bbth sides would

‘meet iff Washington in April

- on the Ratle project. .
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" 7 thé India-Pak narrative that

countexpartstoholdameehng :

of the Indus Water Commis-
sion in Lahore today, two other
parallel movements threat-
~ ened to raise tension again.
Sources in the govern-
ment said as far as the Indus
talks were concerned, Pak-
istan, in private, expressed
happiness at the fact that
the talks were finally hap-
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has seen only tension in the

" 1ast one year.

-A 10-member delegatlon

from India arrived in
_Lahore today to hold talks.

The Indian delegation is led

by India’s Indus Water - ¥
Commissioner PK Saxena .

and comprises Ministry of
Fxternal Affairs (MEA) offi-
cials and technical experts.
The Pakistan delegation
willbe headed by Mirza Asif

1§’ also bemg seen -

CLERICS BACK HOME

lTwo Sufi clerics whowent
mlssang in Pakistan lastweek
retumedto India on Monday
. Theysad aPakistan newspar
U perrana newsthat they were
: workmgforthe Researchand
. IyssV\rlng(R&AW) :
. Based onthatreport,they

“ for questioning. PAGE 10

Saeed. However, two paralel
movements threatened to
raise tension again. One: The

were detained by Pak agency

two Sufi clerics who went
missing in Pakistan last
week today accused a Pak-
istani daily for the drama as
it ran the news that the two
were working for the
Research and Analysis Wing
(R&AW) and Muttahida Qau-
mi Movement (MQM).

" Syed Asif Nizami and Naz-
{m Ali Nizami, the two clerics -

of the Nizamuddin Dargah,
“alleged they were detained
by Pakistan’s law enforce-
ment agency for questioning
based on the untrue report

/

 but fresh tensions arise)

run bya newspaper Ummat

External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj had to step
in and take up the issue with
Pakistan Prime Minister’s
Adviser on Foreign Affairs
Sartaj Aziz.

Secondly: Indla s Deputy
High Commissioner in Pak-
istan JP Singh was today
summoned in Islamabad
over alleged “unprovoked
firing by Indian troops in
the Kotli area along the
1ine of Control (L.oC) on

March 17.
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