Central Gisska s
* Techmcai Documentation Dlrec’corate‘ e gl
Bhaglrath(E{:ghsh)& PubhcﬁySectl@n Foer

a0

:,”.S.

x&lqumork ll Wmc ND—5 i *

fee

K uram NewDe]hl 66

 Encl: As statedabove

Member (WP&P/DER/RL), CWC and all concerned,

1
Covering L., YIS




..ndustan Times»

Statesm
The Tim

Indian E/x\prey

Tribune

Hlndustqn (Hindi)

in the

an

es of India (N ) The Hindu

wer/arziclele letorml published on 2/ OL 90/5(

% Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

M.P.Chronicte

Aaj (Rindi)

Indian Nation

Nai buniya (Hindi)
The Times of Indna (A)
Blitz

and documented at Bhamrath(Enahsh)& Publicitu sprt:on CWE.

Cover

5 »:.VMK

: Wae Da

Chairman, Actwn Comm:ttee—cum -Legal ‘
Cell, IMA, Pungab

World Water Day on March
+ 22, let's turn a blind ¢ eye to
the receding water tevel and depletmg
forest cover in our country and watch our

'rudali” everywhere, Iftrees could bleed, a
gushing flow of blood would have spread
across our roads.

Water is the most valuable resource and an
‘essential . ¢omponent of the ecosystem
because all living beings need it to support
their living processes. Many of us who live in

running taps, swimming pools, jacuzzis and
fountains. Sheltered by this layer of comfort,
Wwe remain unaware of the impact of these

= water-intensive activities on our environ- ;

ment. Rapid urbanisation and water pollu-
tion have widened the supply and'demand
gap, putting enormous pressure on the qual-
ity of surface and groundwater bodies.
Clean water is destined to become one of
the rarest commodities soon, if the general
public is not educated about the signifi-
cance of storing, recycling and reusing
water. Trees play a big role in water conser-
vation — they absorb water and release it
into the atmosphere; the average tree
breathes out 250-400. or more gallons of
water in one day. On the opposite end of
the spectrum, trees alsoreduce flooding by
intercepting approximately 1,000 gallons
of water per year per mature tree! :
Unfortunately, both these saviours of life
are being butchered at the hands of the
|  most intelligent creations of God. Instead
of conserving water, we are wasting it and
instead of i Improving our forest cover to the

« desired-levels, wesare ruthlessly cutting *-

trees to pave the way for our "development".
In India; around 83 per cent of available

o

E we will be busy cele-
bratmg Intematlonal Day |
of Forests on March 21 and

leaders talk big on water conservatlon and
importance of forests, If watex tables
could speak there ‘would have been a

big cities enjoy a carefree lifestyle with 24x7 °

Toda' is World -Forests Day and tomorrow World
j e Us go beyond mere talkand
ad awareness about conserving
% th - efas ,qepletlng essentlal resources.

area. This is technically not feasible on a
hilly area’as ridges have to be made. For
providing sanctions to projects, it is stated
(needless' to say that money changes
hands) that the forest area is a non-forest
land. For justifying the increase in
staff/labouir, even non-forest area is shown
as forest land. Following orders from the
Supreme Court, the Union government
had constituted a body, CAMPA, to man-
age funds (CAMPA funds) for afforestation
to compensate deforestation done to give
room fer development projects.

The C.- VIPA funds meant for compensa-
tory afforestation are grossly being misap-
propriated by the custodians themselves.
Environmental clearance for various proj-
ects is given by the Government of India
with certain conditions to ensure that devel-
opment doesn't tax the environment, but it

_ has become a practice to violate the condi-

tions laid down and no one is bothered.
More so, permissions for development proj-
ects are still being givén without bothering
about the compliance of conditions for envi-
ronmente? clearance in earlier sanctions.’
Why is the govemment granting permis-

Qinne/ ar-s
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KILLING THE RIVER Rampant dumping of debns in
theé Yamuna floodplain goes on despite stringent rules.
Besides disposal of construction waste, the land mafia is
reclaiming river land for unauthorised constructions

ARE EFFORTS TO SAVE YAMUNA FAILING?

Joydeep Thakur
«» joydeep.thakur@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The patrolling by guards
hired by the DDA has exposed the mag-
nitude of the serious violation of the
National Green Tribunal’s order bar-
ring thedumping of debris on Yamuna
riverbed. In the past six months, they
have stopped more than 150 trucks car-
ryingaround 1,000 tonnes of debris from
being dumped on the floodplains.

But what is more intriguing is what
happened tothatdebris. While the secu-
rity agency and the DDA officials claim
that all cases were reported to the
police, the police claimed that they have
received only a few cases which were
dealt with according to the law.

This hasled activists toraise serious
questions on the role of the police and
the DDA in preventing the mafias from

polluting the Yamuna.

DUMPING AND
ENCROACHMENT

Dumping of construction debrisonthe
floodplains and encroachment by slums
seems to be the two 31des of the same
coin.

Hindustan Times v151ted someofthe
spots, including the area below the
Nizamuddin Bridge and Usmanpur
areainnortheast Delhito find out how
truckloads of debris have been dumped
on the floodplains.

The manner, in which debris has
been dumped below the Nizamuddin

Bridge and its surrounding areas, -

clearlyindicates thatit wasdone overa
period of time, and was not one offinci-
dent. In some portions the debris wasin
therivertoreclaimland outof theriver
so that illegal constructions could be

How rules against dumping were fixed

2012 Feb: Case filed in NGT against debris dumping in Yamuna

2014

2013

Jan: NGT directed DDA, Delhi
government, EDMC and UP

dumping debris in the river
bed. NGT was informed that

April: The expert committee
submitted its report on
restoration and beautifica-
tion of river Yamuna in Delhi

government to remove debris
dumped on the river bed of
river Yamuna

Feb: NGT constituted a special
committee of experts to
oversee the removal of debris
from the river bed

July: NGT imposed under the
"Polluter Pays Principle’ a fine
of %5 lakh on any person found

around 90,000 cubic metre of
debris was reportedly lying
dumped on both the banks of
the river

July-Sept: Debris dumped in
the river bed was removed
Sep: NGT directed the expert
committee to prepare a report
on restoration & beautification
of floodplain

to the NGT

2015

January: NGT delivered its
judgment titled "Maily se
Nirmal Yamuna, revitalization
project 2017". In the
judgment, the fine for
dumping of debris in the
river bed was fixed at
50,000

CASES  Dooiinobs

D ET E CT E D E::ro::::nt

BY DDA IN i
PAST SIX vcvtb‘?f?b‘g*i ’fsw
MONTHS Dead body floating | 4

2006: Construction within 300
metres on either side of the Yamuna
had been banned. But in 2013, an
NGT panel found evidence of debris
dumping to encroach floodplain

raised onit.

“Oncethedebrisis dumped theplotis—

levelled with roadrollers so that slums
and unauthorized parking plots could
zomeup onthem,” said Ramesh Singh
narge of one of the patyolling teams.

Such activitiesare rampant in places
such as Batla House, Usmanpur, Shak-
arpur and Geeta Colony amongothers.
Once theshanties are established, they
are covered with sarees and cloths.
Brick walls are erected behind them.
One or two storied houses follow.

“Debris dumpingin Yamuna and the -
ridgetoreclaimland has been goingon
for long. In 2006, the Delhi High Court
had banned construction within 300
metres on either side of the Yamuna
except in Majnu Ka Tilla and Kalindi
bypass. But in 2013, a three-member
committee appointed by the NGT and
headed by CR Babu had found evidence
of debris dumping to reclaim land for
encroachment. Later in 2015, the NGT
banned dumping of construction and
other waste and even imposed a fine of
350,000,” said Manoj Misra of Yamuna
Jiye Abhiyan.

The Central Ground Water Author-
ity had stated initslatest reportin 2017
that the Yamuna and theridge are the
major groundwater recharge zones of
Delhi.

“Dumping of construction and demo-
lition waste will be harmful to the
recharging process as it will clog the
gaps and pores. It would also obstruct
theriver and affect the ecological flow.
It may also cause floods,” said AK
Gosain of the members of the NGT-ap-
pointed panel and a professor of civil
engineering at [IT, Delhi.

i

ACTIONTAKEN REPORT

The DDA claimed that more than 250
cases of illegal activities, including
dumping, encroachment, mining and
water theft has been detected over the
past six months.

“Every time we detect anythingille-
gal we inform the police. The violators
along with their vehicles were handed
over to the police when the PCR van
arrived. We have every detail inourreg-
ister, along with the PCR van numbers
and photos,” said PK Bhattacharya
security officer of the private agency,
Rakshak.

According to DDA, the maximum
number of cases of waste dumping was
detected in places such as Usmanpur
and Geeta Colony, bothineast Delhi.

But while a senior officer of the New
Usmanpur police station claimed that
they havenotreceived any such cases in
the past three months, an officer of

Geeta Colony police station claimed
that they challaned the violators and
forwarded the cases for further action
to SDM, Gandhinagar.

“No agency has handed over any
vehicles to us or has complained that
debris was dumped in the Yamuna at
least in the past two to three months.
They should have informed us if they
had intercepted anything,” said a senior
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Geeta Colony police station claimed
that they challaned the violators and
forwarded the cases for further action
toSDM, Gandhinagar.

“No agency has handed over any
vehicles to us or has complained that
debris was dumped in the Yamuna at
least in the past two to three months.
They should have informed us if they
had intercepted anything,” said a senior

officer of New Usmanpur Police station.
TC Sharma, Gandhinagar SDM, how-

.ever, said: “Ireceived only three cases

from the police over the past six months
in which I have issued a challan of Rs
50,000.” .

Thisraises questions asto what hap-
pened to the other cases which were
handed over to the police.

“We don’t know what the police did

susurping Yamuna

= Private guards (above) hired by the
DDA at an illegal bore well in the
Yamuna floodplain at Chilla Khadar,
where debris has also been dumped.
Indiscriminate dumping of debris is
choking the river flow, say officials and
experts. (Left) Cars parked on the
river bank, near Gandhinagar Market
ineast Delhi.  SANCHIT KHANNA/HT PHOTOS

with the violatars. They didn’t inform
us. We would be soon writing to the
Delhi Police asking them what action
havebeen takenin the cases,” said Som
Pal, executive, DDA’s eastern divi-
sion-II.

This has prompted environmental-
iststo question therole of the police and
eventhe DDA.

“Thisis atotal abdication of responsi-
bility by all government agencies,
including policeand DDA, which were

_specifically directed by the NGT tostop

waste dumping in the Yamuna. But it
seems thatitisstillrampant. [fthe DDA
haslodged so many complaints where
have they gone?” said Misra.

Security guards of the private agency
claimed thatin theabsence of any visi-
ble action on the part of the
police and the DDA, their “moraleisat
anall-time low”.
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Awash in water crises

Business- as-usual approaches to water security are no longer sufficient

JAYAKUMAR RAMASAMY

' s World Water Day draws
Adoser (March 22), this year’s
World Water Development
Report makes it clear that nature-
based solutions — which are also
aligned with the principles and
aims of the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development — can offer
answers to our most pressing wa-
ter-related challenges. Business-
as-usual approaches to water se-
curity are no longer viable.
Nature-based solutions hold
great promise in areas which also
include sustainable food produc-
tion, improved human settle-
ments, access to drinking water
supplies and sanitation, water-re-
lated disaster risk reduction, and
helping to respond to the impact
of climate change on water
resources.

Water hotspots

The water-related challenges we
face today are immense. The
world’s population is expected to
increase from 7.6 billion (2017) to
between 9.4 and 10.2 billion peo-
ple (2050), with two-thirds of

them living i1 cities. UN estimates
re that more than half of this anti-
cipated growth will be in Africa

(1.3 billion) and Asia (0.75 billion).
Therefore, those most in need of
water will be in developing or
emerging economies.

Climate change is also impact-
ing the global water cycle with
wetter regions generally becoming
wetter and drier regions drier. An
estimated 3.6 billion people now
live in areas that could face water
scarcity for at least a month in a
year, with that number increasing
to 4.8 and 5.7 billion by 2050. The
International Water Management
Institute estimates that total de-
mand could increase from 680 bil-
lion cubic metres (BCM) to 833

, BCM by 2025, and to 900 BCM by

2050.

By 2050, countries already fac-
ing water scarcity challenges may:
also be forced to cope with the de-
creased availability of surface wa-
ter resources. India faces major
threats to its water security, with
most water -bodies near urban
centres heavily polluted. Inter-
State disputes over river resources
are also becoming more intense
and widespread.

Deteriorating water quality

Along with water scarcity, there is
the issue of water quality. Since
the 1990s, water pollution has
worsened in most rivers in Africa,
Asia and Latin America, according
to the UN Environment Pro-
gramme (UNEP). An estimated
30% of industrial and municipai
wastewater is released without
any prior treatment, with detri-

mental impacts on human health
and ecosystems. Given the trans-
boundary nature of most river ba-
sins, regional cooperation will be
critical to addressing projected
water quality challenges.

A Central Pollution Control
Board report indicates that almost
half of India’s inter-State rivers are
polluted. Sewage from 650 cities
and towns along 302 polluted river
stretches in the country increased
from 38,000 million litres per day
(MLD) in 2009 to 62,000 MLD in
2015. It found that the untreated
sewage and industrial waste was a
major cause of pollution in 16 of
40 inter-State rivers in the coun-

Nature-based solutions can ad-
dress overall water scarcity
through “supply-side manage-
ment,” and are recognised as the
main solution to achieving sustain-
able water for agriculture.

Environmentally-friendly agri-
cultural systems like those which

R L S
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use practices such as conservation
tillage, crop diversification, leg-
ume intensification and biological
pest control work as well as inten-
sive, high-input systems. The envi-
ronmental co-benefits of nature-
based solutions to increasing sus-
tainable agricultural production

‘are substantial as there are de-

creased pressures on land conver-
sion and reduced pollution, ero-
sion and water requirements.
Constructed wetlands for was-
tewater treatment can also be a
cost-effective, nature-based solu-
tion that provides effluent of adeg-
uate quality for several non-pota-
ble uses (irrigation) and additional
benefits that include energy pro-
duction. Such systems already ex-
ist in nearly every region of the
world. Natural and constructed
wetlands also biodegrade or im-
mobilise a range of emerging pol-
lutants. Recent experiments sug-

gest that for some emerging -

pollutants, nature-based solutions
work better than “grey” solutions,
and in certain cases may be the on-
ly viable option. ‘
Watershed management is
another nature-based solution
that is seen not only as a comple-
ment to built or “grey” infrastruc-

ture but also one that could also

spur local economic development,
job creation, biodiversity protec-
tion and climate resilience.
Nature-based solutions are
closely aligned with fraditional
and local kuiwswledge including
those held by indigenous and tri-

bal peoples in the context of water
variability and change.

Case of Chennai

Chennai in Tamil Nadu is a text-
book example of how nature is be-
ing ignored in urban develop-
ment-posed challenges .

“Unplanned urban development

and unwieldy growth with no
hydrological plan are causing ma-
ny problems. Earlier, when there
was heavy rain in catchment areas
in the Chennai region, lakes,
ponds, tanks, rivers and inter-
linked drainage systems helped re-
plenish groundwater, hold back
some water and release the excess
to the ocean. With development, a

number of tanks and lakes in and

around Chennai have been en-
croached upon by various stake-
holders. Major rivers and canals
such as the Cooum, Adyar and
Buckingham Canal which are
meant to carry excess rainwater to
‘the Bay of Bengal now serve as the
city’s drainage outlets. The Pallika-
ranai marsh which acted as a
sponge to soak up excess rainwa-
ter is now an over-run.

Nature-based solutions are cru-
cial to achieving our Sustainable
Development Goals. Adopting
them will not only improve water
management but also achieve wa-
ter security.

Jayakumar Ramasamy is Senior
Programme Specialist and Regional
Hydrologist, UNESCO Regional Office for
Eastern Africa, Nairobi, Kenya
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