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NMCGchlef rev1ews Yamuna pI'O] iect pro gress

eventually result in flour-
ishing of bio-diversity inthe
flood plains, the statement
said. |
AN environmeutauy
conscious approach for
integration of the river
 into the urban fabric of the
- city has been adopted. A
- people-friendly bio-diver-
- sity zone will be created for
‘people to interact freely
with the river's eco system‘
it said.

greenways for puﬁhc ameni-
es that w:ﬂin, de.

-enable paople.to. evel
.:elanonshlp mthamuna, :

A ,speclal focus: of the
pro]ect is on rmvmg‘the
river's bio-diversity in the

! national capital. .

\-’ . National Missio
- Clean Ganga (NMCG) ,

tor general Mi ;a,«alang : ) 7

‘with other officials from the

Delhi Develop ent Author- | -

ity (DDA),  visited sites that

fallin the area being devel- |
oped under first phase of | |
the project on the western
bank of the Yamuna spread-
mgfmmﬂlﬂngilwayﬁndga
to ITO Ba:erage, .stha state—

mspecu } : . l
Vijay Ghat, the insy insp ectmn v
team took stock of the l
progress of work atlocations |
near DTC depot and the 1 F

i sty i




with the grade shpp.ng toE

in several areas. '
Ahead of the 2012 Hidhan

‘Sabha elections, both Con-

ised o frame 2 clean river-
water pﬁhcy but nothing 3

5 FOLLUTED WATER ENTERS RAJASTHAN i

Ahohar' Contaminated water from the Beas reportedly

reached Abohar and Balluana segments and even entered

the neighbouring Sriganganagar district on Sunday. |

added to the woes of hundreds of farmers who have no
" been able to sow cottan due to paor supply of canal

Most of the ca_nals were closed for three week's In Aprll for |

‘Sriganganagar districtand it was highly polluted. Fazilka 5
~ Deputy Commissioner Isha Kalia told the Public Health
Department and water suppfv and sanftatmn officials not
- to'store contaminated water in reservoirs and undertake
'sampllng on a day—to»day basis. oc

'

' “Tha:oxyggn leﬁel had

gone down." Deputy Com-
“missioner Sumeet Jaran-
“gal, too, said there was no
need to panic. ms g
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Mr Spm saJd that whoev&
respansible for the Beas

> “‘_‘~‘I'he &haddha sugar Mill,
ﬁnvﬂveﬁ «imﬁni” cident, has
already ‘been sealed and the

s g —— T T

|
\
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4 - Temperature may

i soaruptodd
 degrees by end ef
- this week: Met

HTcormpmm

= mmmﬁnmmesmm

e —

: NEWI]ELH.I ’Ihena‘tlm‘mlﬂapltal
may: aqm’l.encestmngmndson
onday and Tuesday. However,
- weathermen haveclarified that
thiswill notbeadust storm and

dsnot expected‘hu createtheimd
W

E)ai:her m&m‘exﬂ]lbe vai-hcal
+ wind, which mnsee ﬁn.et

: o rain expected, temperature
Tl s‘cartseming -and the mer- _' |
mmy:sexpmﬁaiiah:etﬂdeg:m
Oelsms!}yMay 36, Saturday. The

mgmst deytel;;pemtumj}el‘ni

s 1 0 (weather) acfiv-
ity expected soon. We arenot ! -
expecting rains or thunder ]
stﬂnnsWem‘Hhaveac]aareky
which will raise the tempera-
ture sa.ulSnvast&v e

- Sundaywasrelatively cooler
‘ﬂﬁhmedayeemperatureaﬂu 8
-degrees Celsius, and a morning
temperature of 27 degrees Cel-
sius. Munda.y'dﬁ*uﬁld_heaﬁttle
. warmer with &ﬁuzerat‘ureé

""""’-“”.‘""f‘""'—.‘ —

therevnﬂﬁesireng
: -wmde,vnthspeed upto
25-30 kmph. Forthe past -

- few days, the wind has
: beenhlnwmgaiareund
- 1046 kmph. -

KU LDEEPSREVASTM’. Met uff!ce
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In'spite of storm,
- temp to rise to 43°C

Times NEW5 NeTrwork Tﬁ

New Delhi: NGR vecorded
- another dust storm on Satur-

‘day with wind speed touching
- 56km/hr as parts of south Del-

hi, Gurgaon, Faridabad and

.Noida were affected. The

wuidswereaommpamedby

: lightrajninaamepamﬁuwe-

wer, Met officials said it is1mn-

_fhkalymwme much elief |
“with temperatures forecast to

touch 44 degrees Galsmamer
thenextfewdays.
“The shtenmty af the

“storm was greater in places
| ike Gurgaon and Faridabad. -

In the capital, parts of south
Delhi, west Delhi and central
Delhi were more affected by
the dust storm. The wind spe-
ed was much lower in intensi-
ty compared to the last few

storms,” said a Met official,

De]lu saw a Bwrchmghot

' skies appeared arau:nd 3pm

with gusty windsanddust.

Safdarjung  cbservatory,
which is considered the basis
for ‘Delhi’s weather, had a
maximum temperature of
414 degrees Ce]sms on
Baturday.

. According o the regional
Met office, Delhiis likely toha-
we a mayimum of 43 degrees

‘._-nnSunﬂay which could rise to
44 degrees by Tuesday. Weat-

<her stations:in Delhi also re-

- corded a ‘trace’ of rainfall du-

_ ringthisperiod, officials said.
*“We have been seefng tem-
perah.zt‘e over 40 degrees for

the last few days. While rain

did bring it down for a couple
_of days, clear skies are expec-
ted from Monday onwards for
ﬂlenext5daysandthlsmuld
see the maximum rise to 44

degrees,” said the Metofficial,

Forecastfor Sunday,mean-

_while, showed & chance of

“thimdery development” with

- amaximum and minimum of

43 and 27 degrees Ce]sms re-

_spectwebl
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Monsoon setto

arrivein Kerala

! EXPRESS NEWS SERV{DE :

kS Kerala. However, conditions are

B e 1 Al A

VT

N EW DELHI, F‘UNE MAY18

MONSODN.IS expactedtoamwe
overthe Kerala coast on May 29,

-three days ahead ﬂj its normal

- expected tosetinoverKeralaon

- May29,2018 withamodel error -
. of plus/minus 4 days," the IMD
/ saldma statement on Friday.

~ Strong ‘winds and cloud

cover have brought heavy r rain-
fall over Port. Blair and Car’

Nicobar stations in Andaman -
Nicobar islands since Friday
- morning. Metofficials have fore- -
. castthatrainfallislikely tointen-

sﬁ’y in the coming days.
“Considering all mode] out-

puts and global atmosphenc

mnd1uons,wa expect monsoon

to arrive around May 29 over

becoming favourable for mon-

.soon winds to gain strength
over the Andaman Sea in the
commgclaysr‘isazdﬁ.n”fhthe, di-

rector, Regional Meteorologlcal

¢ Centre, Nagpur.

i overﬂ-lesouﬂleastBayofBeuga]'

Usually, monsoanamvesand

advances over Andaman Sea

around Mayzo and progresses

; lastyear monsoon had covered

this region by the second week
of May with continued progress
towards the mainland. However,

- the Bay of Bengal branch of the

- monsoon had su-engtheued

S ST B 1

. SBIJTHWEST

£ o Meteoro{pgcal :
Depmant{lMD)

400 T June6
"Ihesoutlmestmonsooms' S el

onMay 20:IMD

_/

MDNSBDH DATES

SIS ~ May30
2006 ' Junes
| 2015 i _ijuﬁe‘S

June1l

‘bringing rains firstover the east

‘coast and central India regions.
. IMD officials are also expect-

; mg the monsoon to make swift

progress werremammgpam of
‘the country after its onset over

the Indian mainland. The Met
departmenthasforecastall India

rainfall ranging to 97 per cent of
: Lung Range Forecast thrs year.

The IMD has been i 155uxng
stich alerts since 2005 using “an
indigenously developed state of
the art statistical model with a
model errorof 4 days”,

According to the El Nino
Southern Oscillation bulletin for

‘May, neutral conditions will con-
tinue to prevail over the Pacific

Ocean until 'the end of this
month. But negative phase of the

-Indian Ocean Dipole is expected
. tosetinduringthe monsoon and

itis later expected to return to
neutral phase starting October.
However, for the past fort-

-night, Kerala and Lakshadweep

have been receiving good rains
-and this activityis most likely to

mntmue ;
Sy -
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India’s freshwater stocks in danger’

NASA tracks global hydrologic changes using observations from multiple satellites “H =1

Protected lands under

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON

India is among the hotspots
where overuse of water re-
sources has caused a sharp
decline in the availability of
freshwater, according to a
first-of-its-kind study using
an array of NASA satellite ob-
servations of the earth.

Scientists led by NASA's
Goddard Space Flight Center
in the U.S. used data on hu-
man activities to map loca-
tions where the availability
of freshwater is rapidly
changing.

The study, published in
the journal Nature, found
that wetter parts of the
earth's were getting wetter
and dry areas getting drier
due to a variety of factors, in-
cluding human water use,
climate change and natural
cycles.

Areas in northern and
eastern India, West Asia, Ca-
lifornia and Australia are
among the hotspots where
overuse of water resources
has caused a serious decline

A farmer surveys a dry region
in Chandigarh. =fiLerHoTD

in the availability of freshwa-
ter, the study said. In north-
ern India, groundwater ex-
traction for irrigation of
wheat and rice crops has led
to depletion, despite rainfall
being normal throughout the
period studied, it added.
The fact that extractions
already exceed recharge dur-
ing normal precipitation
does not bode well for the
availability of groundwater
during future droughts, the

researchers said. The team

used 14 years of observations
from the Gravity Recovery

“urbanisation pressure

: AATHIRA PERINCHERY

 They may be legally protect-
¢ ed on paper, but one-third
¢ of the world’s protected
i areas are under intense
¢ pressure from human activi-
i ties such as road construc-
i tion, grazing for livestock
i and urbanisation, said a stu-
. dy published in Science.
Earth,” said Matt Rodell of :
. global “human footprint”
. maps to quantify the inten-
i sity of human pressure in
© 41,927 protected areas (nat-
¢ ural spaces that are legally
¢ protected to conserve na-
. ture and biodiversity) in 213
¢ countries. Their results

and Climate Experiment
(GRACE) spacecraft mission,
a joint project of NASA and
the German Aerospace Cen-
ter, to track global trends in
freshwater in 34 regions
around the world.

“This is the first time that
we have used observations
from multiple satellites in a
thorough assessment of how
freshwater availability is
changing everywhere on

NASA's Goddard Space Flight
Center.

“What we are witnessing
is major hydrologic change,”
said Jay Famiglietti of NASA’s
Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

He noted that while water
loss in some regions, like the

melting ice sheets and alpine :
glaciers, is clearly driven by :
warming climate, it will re- :
: areas created before the rat-
: ffication of the Convention
¢ of Biological Diversity (CBD,
¢ a multilateral treaty with

quire more time to deter-
mine the driving forces be-
hind other patterns of
freshwater change.

A

A team of scientists used

show that 32.8% of protect-
ed land worldwide is highly
degraded. 55% of protected

We found that 80%
of protected land in
India has been
heavily modified by
human activity

AN MANMTLL
University of Queensland

196 countries as signatories)
in 1992 have experienced in-
creases in pressure from hu-
man activities.

In Eurasia, 33 countries
have protected areas of
which at least 50% is under
intense pressure. India also
falls in this list, according to
the scientists.

“We found that 80% of
protected land in India has
been heavily modified by
human activity,” the study's
co-author Sean Maxwell of
the University of Queen-
sland (Australia) said inan e-
mail to The Hindu.
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T [DELY aceepted as one of

%/ the most sophisticated and

\ comprehensive international
% ¥  water treaties, the Indus
Waters 'I.‘featy stands out as the world's

most. | ‘generous; water-sharing arrange:
- ment by far, m terms of both the sharing .|
ratio( Bﬂ&pewentofthe aggregatewater

flows in the Indus system reserved for

Pakistan) and the total volume of basin
- waters for the dU“ms‘eram state. Eventhe

US Senate Foreign Relations Com:mttee

Report (2011) refers to this pact as "the

world's most successful watertreaty"
The unplementatmn ofthe provisions of
the treaty; however, has not been withaut
intractable dzvergeuces and consistent
{ension between the two parhes Desplte

Indian E‘\.l_ Clrl

e U]_Iﬁ_i .{"ull}ﬂi}
The Times of Indiz (A)
Eliz -

&

ate 1 713 mﬂhsn units of‘ power - per
annum, of which the state of Jammu and
Kashmir will be provided 12 per cent.
Inthe early nineties, India had informed
Pakistan of its intentions to construct the
Klshanganga Hydroelectric Project, After
a gap of almost three decades, this 330-
‘MW peower project worth Rs.5 ;750 crore:
‘has been eomniissioned i in stages during
‘March-April this year and is likely to be

- inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi during the third week of May.

So, what are the reasons for such an
unprecedented delaytoa reiatzvely sma]l
hydroelectric project?

The prime reasons for this have been

* Pakistan’s consistent efforts to raise

India's generomty in the sharmg of the

Indus river waters, Palﬂstan has consis-

- tently adopted an obstructionist tacties’

strategy since 1977, raising issues regard-
Ing run-of-river projects under construe-
- tion on the western rivers by India.

Hydmelecme Project which is all set fo:
be dedicated to the nation nearly three
decades after its conc:eptmn.

The Kishanganga Hydmelectuc Pro]ect
in Kashmir's Gurez Valley is a run-of-the-
river project that includes a 37-metre high
concrete rock fill dam across the Kis-
hanganga river, located just before it
flows across the Line of Control (LoC)into
Paldistan-occupied Kashmir. It will divert
the water to an underground powerhouse
through a 23.25-km tunnel and will gener-

objections to the execution of this proj-
ect, each time requiring India to clari- -
fy its position, a long-drawn process,
'leadmg every time to further valida-
‘tion of India’s stand. The objections.
have been rather arbitrary; belying the
: de]ay tactics approach of Pakistan for
-any development in the area. The main

- objections have been that inter-{ribu-
A case in point is the Kishanganga

tary diversions were barred as ‘per the -
Pprovisions of the Lndus Water Treaty
and that existing Pakistani uses must-

~ be pratected as execution of this proj-

ect would deprive Palistan of 27 per,
cent of the river's natural flows, there-
by adversely affecting 1,33,000 ha of
rrigated area in the Neelum valley.
Pakistan also raised objections relatmg
to certain design features.

In response, India clarifying is position
informed Pakistan that the Kishanganga
project on the LoC was a run-of-the-river

scheme. The Tndus Water Treaty categor—
ically permitted infer- -iributary diversion
as per Article IIT (2) and Para 15 (ii1) of

Annexure D, The {reaty stipulated that
~ “where a plant is located onatributary of
. the Jhelum of which Pakistan has an agri-
“cultural use or hydro-electric use, the

water released below the pls!n’s may be

delivered, if necessary, into another tribus
“tary but only to the extent that the then
. existing agricultural use or hydro-eleetric

use by Pakistan on the former tributary

- would notbe adversely affected”, a clause

respected and adhered to by India.

. Burther, in 2010, Pakistan took the mat-
terto the Permanent Court. of Arbltratmn

at The Hague, which stayed the project for

three years. But in 2013, the court ruled

that the Kishanganga waé “a run-of-the=
river plant within' the meaning of the

~ Indus Waters Treaty and that India may
accordingly divert water from the Kis-
: hanganga (N eeltuaner} for power gen-
eration.” The court, however, also ruled
. thatIndia was underan obligation to “con-

struct and operate” the Kishangangadam
in such a way that it “maintains a mini-
mum  flow - of - water 1
Kishanganga/Neelum River” The mini-
mum flow was fixed at 9 cumecs (318
cusecs). India, duly adhering to the obser-
vation. voluntarily declared that it was

lowering the height of the dam from the

planned 98 m to 37m and resumed con-
struction in full swing.

In August 2016, concerned about the
performance of theis under-construction
Neelum-Jhelum hydro station (900 MW)
at Nowshera, Pakistan approached the

ot

ganga imbroglio

World Ba.nk the facilitator of the treaty;
to prove that India was violating the
treaty asxweal as the court’s verdict. Pak-
istan rem.tested the World Bank ‘to
appoint %_ccu_xt of arbitration to review
the design of the Kishanganga project.

India %ected the suggestion on the
_ groundsthat Pak1stan s objections were
‘Eechh.maffﬂlﬁ‘aturé and that the mattés
should be decidéd by & netitral expert,
Pakistan disagreed, arguing that a deci-
sion by atechmcal expert was non-bind-
ing and India would be under no obliga-
Stion  tol implement the expert’s
reeommendatwn This issue continues
to be the focus of several inferactions
lately under the aegis of the World Bank
butno deus[on has been arrived at since
Palustan_ s representation Iacks merit
and substance, It is thus quite apparent
that Pakistan has, once again, Iost one
more diplomatic battle, - ; :

However, for India, there is a need to
draw a lesson. It is apparent that a think
tank in Pakistan has been consistently
resisting - the - construction of any
hydropower project onthe western rivers
even though all projects by India are the .
run-of-the-river projects and in tune with
the treaty stipulations. India’s stanee has,
in the past, been accepted by the Neutral
. Expert inease of Baglihar and the Courtof -
Arbitration'in case of Kishanganga.

Takmg the benefit of the lessons learnt,
there is  need to' . expedite
construction/completion of various proj-
-ects in the pipeline on priority and draw
full benefits entitled under the Provi-
sions of the treaty for economic growth.
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Three years of flood, monsoon pleparedness not on firm footing; some 50 aggravating factors remse

ALOYSIUS XAVIER LOPEZ
CHENNAI
At least 50 civic issues
caused by faulty infrastruc-
ture and delayed civic pro-
jects continue to be major
factors behind keeping the
city at flood risk, three years
after flood monitoring offic-
ers spotted them and record-
ed them, following the 2015
floods,
Inadequate
drains, retaining walls along
rivers, and lack of shutters
with facilities to regulate wa-
ter flow at 19 locations are is-

sues that have the potential

to cause flooding in many
neighbourhoods such as
Madhavaram, Ekattuthangal,
Ambattur, Nerkundram, Ma-
dipakkam and Perungudi.
These would be the responsi-
bility of the Water Resources
Department. The delay in
the commissioning of drains
across highways, within the
purview of the Highways De-
partment, has increased
flood risks in five locations.

The National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
delayed the commissioning
of stormwater drains in Mad-
havaram junction and Manali
Express Road. Railways are
yet to develop stormwater
drains at two locations in the
city and Metrowater has not
commissioned facilities in
five areas, increasing flood
risk, officials listed.

Shutters and pumps

The initiative begun imme-
diately after the big floods in
Chennai by the Chennai Cor-
poration to develop civic in-
frastructure, such as shut-
ters along canals and pumps
to bail out water, has not ta-
ken off in most of the locali-
ties. The agency implement-
ed the concept of developing
shutters in canals along the
100 Feet Road and managed
to reduce flooding a few
years ago. But at least 50

areas are yet to get such faal-
ities.
Disaster ~ Management

Expert N. Mathavan said
—T~ coordination among line
agencies has always been a

stormwater

"‘ﬁ?'
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More than two years have passed since Chennai”was hit by a major flood. However, several
projects that were proposed to mitigate inundation are in limbo. A look at the projects
that need immediate implementation to ﬂment a December 2015-like situation
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m in Til‘l..l\l'ﬂttfjﬂ.!f directly to the sea through a
i . channel from the Buckingham
Ren'lavai of E’.anal near Okkiyam Maduvu
_encroachments and across the channel )
formation of bunds along parallel to the railway ﬂe:tbraﬂan of the Tlru\mtb}ﬂ.lr
the Puzhal surplus course  line from Pattaravakkam  High Road 4
n ManaIJ i to Korattur g Reﬁﬁt_of'm from 100 Gandhi
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important locations along m-long retaining wall chool Roa "‘ Anna Nagar 20ad, Nungambalkkam
the Puzhalsurplus course for near Kasi Theatre in tgﬂg existing High Road, Chamiers Road
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5t{engm|'ng of the » Desilﬂng of ﬂ‘e = Stormwater drain needed Street
Retteri Lakg under public'- Cooum at MSP Nagaf in across National H|ghways near
private partnership Maduravoyal the Madhavaram roundtana

challenge, but was felt inten-
sely after the 2015 flood-
5.“This is the first time the

of missing links at 150 loca-
tions.

20,000 families may

On its part, the Chennai :

civic body is conducting Corporation has planned to ;| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Residents have
monsoon preparedness  use capital funds to reduce : CHENNAI voter IDs and rat
meetings several months flooding in a few localities : Among the key interven- cards but they d
ahead of the onset of the such as Kannan Street, near : tions that the civic body will ot have patta
northeast monsoon,” saidan  Vaidyanadhan Bridge in : make in terms of monsoon P
official, indicating the meet-  Royapuram, Barakka road in | preparedness this year is the :j'u';'umﬂ:ﬁi:m?

ing that has been held with

Thiru Vi. Ka Nagar and Egan-

i resettlement of over 20,000

other line agencies such as  gipuram drain in Ambattur, : families residingalongKallu- been one of the main fac
the State Highways Depart- near Konnur High Road. . kuttai lake in Perungudi behind massive flooding
ment, TNEB, Public Works “Finding funding for | zone, to reduce flood risk in

Department, Railways, NHAI  building stormwater drains : the city. The civicbodyisyet ‘Need alternative solut

and Metrowater.
The flood monitoring of-

and canals leading to the Ko- !
. the residents should be

sasthalaiyar basin and Kova-

More than 80% of the i
dents are manual labou

to take a decision on where

ficers have proposed the de-  lam basin estimated atatotal | relocated. who claim they had |
velopment of civic infras- of 32,900 crore remains a - According to official chased their land from |
tructure esmqa:ed at ¥204  challenge. The development : sou:ces, rhee : 2 whio had grabbed la
crore 8] 1o bes J men m to the BOVe

acmss'ﬂle CltV ilarly, Ta-
mil Nadu Urban Infrastruc-
ture Financial Services has
proposed the development

official.

y. is © land rneasunng 200 acres,

mdlutmn that funding will
be through for that,” said an : ing JJ Nagar, Santhiya Nagar,
. and Sempon Nagar have

ment-over two decades a

Kallukuttai resident '
Lingaperumal said the |
joritv of the residents.s

particularly in areas includ-



The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru |
Fne Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )
Central Chronical ( Bhopal )

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India ( Mumbai )

| The Telegraph ( Kolkata )
feegea= ( 9c=T )

risk persists in many

dI'€as

| TME 11impy, mﬂ I
, monsoon preparedness not on firm footing; some 50 dggravatmg factors remain unfesolved

PHEB’Q:SR.RAGH UNATHAN

1CA

More than two years have passed since Chennai was hit by a major flood. However, several
projects that were proposed to mitigate inundation are in limbo. A look at the projects
that need immediate implementation to prevent a December 2015-like situation
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ead of the onset of the such as Kannan Street, near _ tions that the civic body will not have patta They settled here after pay-
ortheast monsoon,” said an ~ Vaidyanadhan Bridge in | make in terms of monsoon i

fficial, indicating the meet-
g that has been held with
ther line agencies such as
the State Highways Depart-

and Metrowater.

. The flood monitoring of-
icers have proposed the de-
elopment of civic infras-
cture estimated at ¥204
trore for flood risk reduction
icross the city. Similarly, Ta-
iil Nadu Urban Infrastruc-
ure Financial Services has
proposed the development

Royapuram, Barakka road in '

Thiru Vi. Ka Nagar and Egan-

and canals leading to the Ko- to take a decision on where

sasthalaiyar basin and Kova- :

lam basin estimated at a total

of drains from

will begm qho y. There is -

indication that funding will

official.

i resettlement of over 20,000
gipuram drain in Ambattur, :

. relocated.
of 2,900 crore remains a

challenge. The development

i particularly in areas includ-
be through for that,” said an !

. and Sempon Nagar have

ing money to the people
who said they owned the
land. They should get an al-
ternative solution. We have

V.5. LINGAPERUMAL

preparedness this year isthe ¢ ijutrat resident

families residing along Kallu-  been one of the main factors

near Konnur High Road. ¢ kuttai lake in Perungudi behind massive flooding. organised protests demand-
ment, TNEB, Public Works “Finding funding for - zone, to reduce flood risk in ing civic utilities.”
Department, Railways, NHAI  building stormwater drains @ the city. The civicbody isyet  ‘Need alternative solution’ Pointing to the lack of

More than 80% of the resi-
dents are manual labourers
who claim they had pur-
chased their land from peo-

i abbed lands

ment over two decade«a ago
Kallukuttai resident V.S

Lingaperumal said the ma-

jority of the residents were

street lights and water sup-
ply in the area, Mr. Perumal
said the residents possessed
voter IDs and ration cards,
“But they do not have patta.
Our request is that the peo-
ple of this area should be
treated with dignity even
during: a move to evict
them,” he said.

the residents should be

According to
sources, the encrog

land measunng 200 acres, .

ing J| Nagar, Santhiya Nagar,
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EAVY RAINS LASH CITY

Several trees were upruuted on the sD Road in Secunderabad a'

the city on Thursday

THUNDERSTORM KILLED two per-

sons in the city and the gusty winds
brought down 129 trees, knocked down 19
electric poles and two houses and 4 com-

pound walls collapsed. The flash rains

faused havec to Hyderabad's infrastrue-
ure.

in various p qt' tha city. Roads were
blocked by : uprouted trees in

Panjagutta, Begumpet, Khairtabad,
Ameerpet, mong areas.
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Two men use a plastic sheet to protect themselves from
monsoon rain as they stand by the sea in Colombo,
Sri Lanka, on Thursday. (Reuters)
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An ambulance plies with its headlights on amidst rain
and storm around 4pm on Friday. Picture Pradip Sanyal
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Commuters struggle to cross the wateriogged Lalbagh Main Road after the eveningshowers

onFriday. e
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Tripura Chief Minister B:pﬂab Kumar. Deb z,!:smng ﬂaod—aﬁeded areas in Agartala on

L CORRESPGNDENT

AGARTALA, May 18:
Heavy pre-monsoon rain in
Tripura this time is taking a
heavy toll of lives in different
parts ofthe State besides caus-
ing immense hardship to the
people specially to those liv-
ing in low-lying areas and in
the heart of the city here
which is on plain and low land.

Already 11 people including”

women and children have died

* from ﬁghtmng and also by
drowning in swollen rivers. In

a tragic incident, a massive

. landslide took the lives of three
. tribals of a family at Gobinda-
para in West Tripura district

. on Friday morning while the
Jone surviving member is

Friday. ~ UB Photos

mwngiorhfemGBP hos—
pital here.

Sources from S tmlsmgh “ernment.

said that due to
pour from early o
day the mud-walled house of

the tribal family had collapsed

and the three died on the spot.

The neighbours rescued the
bodies from the under the de-
bris and rushed the injured one
to GBP hospital. In yet anoth-
er incident at Belfang under
Hezamara block one more
tribal inmate died on the spot
as the mud-walled houae col-
lapsed on him.

Chief Minister Biplab Ku-
mar Deb has announced a
compensation package of Rs b
lakh each for the affected fam-
ilies and other measures to

help them from the disaster
relief fund of the State Gov-

‘ The CM aﬁsmwed around
iﬁmm parts of the town,
specially in Banamalipur area,
his Assembly constituency, in
knee-deep water to see the
condition of people.

Almost the entire town went
under water because of lack of
drainage and sewerage and
continuous rain from the early
hours of today.

During past twenty four
hours 242 mm of rain has been |
recorded by office of Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD). The State Govern-
ment has already sought Rs59
crore from Centre to tide over
the situation.
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- Obstacle course

Cloud of dust: A rider adjusts his headgear during a dust storm in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, on Saturday. =pTi.
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pour along Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh

rs enjoy the sudden douﬁn
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