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atseri tribals face threat
as Baspa Changes course

'KULDEEP CHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, JULY 20
The flood-hit tribals of Bat-

seri village in the Sangla

valley are spending sleep-
less nights.

They are facing a fresh.

threat as the Baspa hag
shifted its course by 60
metre to the left bank, cut-
ting the fragile sandy soil of
apple orchards that in turn
1s threatening the village.
Kinnaur MLA and Deputy
Speaker Jagat Singh Negi,
who met the flood-hit vil-
lagers yesterday, had prom-
ised that the PWD would
depute three machines to
divert the river course to
the right bank to save the
village from threat. Howev-
er, only one JCB machine
could be deployed which
could not serve the pur-
pose, resented the villagers.
Though water and electric-

ity have been restored to

- Rakcham wvillages

The Kharogla nullah after ﬂash floods in Kmnaur dIStI'ICt

Batseri village that houses
about 150 tribals families
spreading across both sides
of the Baspa, Chitkul and
have
remained cut off from the
Sangla since Sunday night.
The flash flood in Kharogla
nullah, a right bank tributary

of the Baspa that joins the

Baspa about three km from

more than 350 bighas of
land have been washed
away, destroying the source
of livelihood of willagers,
said Balbir Negi, d resident
of Batseri. The flood-hit
tribals led by panchayat
pradhan Seema

the damage to the apple
orchards and ‘dogris’ locat-

Rakcham village, struck last ed on the left and right
Sunday. Apple orcha;‘ds on banks of the river.
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Monsoon havoc: 19 deathsrepor

L UCKNOW/MUMBAI/JAIPU
R/GUWAHATI/CHENNAI:
Flood situation in Uttar
Pradesh worsened with
rivers flowing above the
danger mark, while rains re-
turned to Mumbai amid in-
tensifying monsoon situa-
tion throughout the country.

Nineteen deaths were re-
ported in UP, as Gangaand Ya-
muna reached closer to danger
marks in several places and
Ghaghra, Sharda, Rapti, Saryu
and other rivers crossed dan-
ger levels.

Overflowing Ganges sub-
merged several Ashrams in the
Sangam area of Allahabad and
inundated the city’s low-lying
areas, forcing hundreds to
abandon their homes and take
refuge in safer places.

The situation was particular-
ly alarming in Lakhimpur-
Kheri, Baharaich, Sambhal and
Barabanki districts, reports
- said.

Four people were killed in
house collapse incidents 1n
Mathura and Agra districts, as
death toll rose to 19in the heavy
rains that pounded the state for
the past three days.

Heavy rainin Mumbai
Heavy rains that returned to
Mumbai partially affected rail
and road traffic on Tuesday, as
the city’s major water source,
Tulsi lake in Sanjay Gandhi Na-
tional Park, began to overflow.
Reports said there was wa-
terlogging and flooding In
some parts of the Sindhudurg
district that slowed-down traf-
fic in Goa-Mumbai road. The
rain had no impact on the rail
traffic with trains on the

Konkan Railways running on
schedule.

Before the Tulsi overtlow,
which was observed from 6 am,
| the Powai lake that provides
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water for industrial areas be-
gan overflowing on July 2, al-
lowing water to enter the Mithi
river. Water storage in Vihar
lake has also been consider-
able.

Main and Harbour lines of
the city’s Central Railway ex-
perienced delays of five to 15
minutes as heavy rains contin-
ued throughout the afternoon
on Tuesday. Roads experi-
enced major pile up due to ac-
cident involving four cars on
the Eastern Freeway and a
morcha from Byculla to Azad
Maidan.

Though waterlogging was
reported from Bhiwandi and
Ambernath, it was not report-
ed to be serious. The Regional
Meteorological Observatory in
Mumbai predicted few show-
ers over the city and the sub-
urbs. They predicted heavy
rains on south Konkan and Goa
coast, asking fishermen not to
venture into the Arabian Sea.

"At present, Mumbai is wit-
nessing moderate to heavy
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rains over several places. More-
over, weather conditions re-
main favourable for the ramy
spell to continue throughout
the day. This spell (of rain) is
likely to stay at least for next
24 to 48 hours,"
skymetweater.com said.

Rajasthan situation
In Rajasthan, clear skies en-
abled rescue teams to shitt peo-
ple to safer places. Nearly 23
deaths due to drowning in over-
flowing rivers were reported in
Sikar and Kota.

Social Justice Minister Arun

Chatturvedi visited flood hit
area in Karauli with a high-level
deligation and directed his
team for the immediate relief.
Chief Minister Vasundhara
Raje also directed collectors to
distribute relief to flood victims
immediately.

On Tuesday, rescue teams
aided by the army continued
pumping out the water at vari-
ous inundated villages of Sikar
and Karauli.

Overflowing water blocked
major roads between Karauh
to Dholpur and Karauli to
Sawai Madhopur. Karauli dis-

ted in state; Gangareaches danger mark
D — 2« JL-\ﬂy

WREAKING HAVOC: (From
top left) Peopie walk in
between water pipes as
they cross Mahim creeK
during rains in Mumbai; a
flooded road after heavy
rain in Hyderabad; rickshaw
pullers transport customers
through floodwaters in the
Anilnagar area of Guwahati
on Tuesday. AFP/PTI

trict collector said people who
whose houses have been flood-
ed were shifted to government
schools. However, rising water
levels in Panchna dam has kept
villagers in Karauli, Bharatpur
and Dholpur districts on the
edge.

Flash floods in Assam

In Assam, Guwahati was once
again marooned due to flash
floods on Tuesday. Overnight
rains brought life to a standstill
in the city, as floods affected
1.58 lakh people across the
state and submerged Six dis-
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tricts.
The Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger level in
Jorhat and Dhubri, and its trib-
utaries, the Dikhow, Dhansiri,
Jai Bharali, Puthimari and
Sankosh, are also in spate. Thir-
ty relief camps in the state
house nearly 7,000 people dis-
placed by floods, as the SDRF
and NDRF teams were dis-
patched to vulnerable areas.

Tamil Nadu

An upper-air cyclonic circula-
tion over the Arabian Sea trig-
gered rains on the coastal dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu on
Monday night, throwing nor-
mal life out of gear in many
places. "Due to upper-air cy-
clonic circulation over east-cen-
tral Arabian sea and adjoining
north Kerala and Karnataka,
the southwest monsoon has
picked up pace along the east
coast from north of Tamil
Nadu", a senior met official told
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residents stranded

YADGIR: The Neelakan-
taraya Gaddi vi Ilage in Sur-
pur taluk of the district has
turned into an island, after
1.25 lakh cusecs of Water
was released from the
Basavasagar reservoir into
the Krishna river on
Monday.

The worst-affected are preg-
Nant women requiring urgent
care. People are also suffering

as there is not enough stock of

foodgrains. Neelakantaraya
Gaddi is part of ward number
17 in Kakkera town of the taluk.

The village - with 300 resi-
dents in 80 houses - remains cut
off from the rest of the world
whenever water surrounds it
from all sides during rains, Usy-
ally the residents buy foodgrains
and other essentials at the week-
ly fairs, when alerts are issued
ahead of the water release.

As water was released al] of
a sudden on Monday, people
could not go to the weekly fair

| Kajd(era to buir the essentials

if the water flow is Jess. Butthat

1S not possible now.

Five pregnant women in
Neelakantaraya Gaddi are liv-
Ing on the edge, as they will not
be able to reach the hospital if
they have labour pain. Last
year, when there was a flood,
Yellavva, a pregnant woman,
was forced to swim across the
river to reach the hospital for
delivery. People in Neelakan-

taraya Gaddi have demanded

that the government should
open a hospital here, The gOV-
ernment school is under locks
as teachers are unable to reach
there as the river is in spate.
Demands for constructing a
bridge to Kakkera have fallen
on deaf ears. The people have
now urged the authorities cop-

cerned that at least boat facili-

ties should be provided for the
benefit of the residents of Nee-
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ijJayapuraon Tuesday. A waterlogged
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KC Market Road in the city. bH PHOTO

the water curd Deputy Con
missioner N Jayaram in a release said, prohibitory orders
under Section 144 CrPC have

been clamped along the banks

of the rivers. Bathing, swimming, washing of livestock and
crossing the rivers by using boats has been banned.
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he would visit the village on
Wednesday and that boats
have been stationed to help

people reach Kakkera.

Meanwhile, rains resumed
in Vijayapura on Tuesday, after
a gap of four days. Several
roads in the town were water-
logged due to the heavy rains.

Roads and bridges in
Chikkodi, Raibag and Athani
taluks of Belagavi district which
were submerged under the wa-
ters of river Krishna and jts
tributaries opened for traffic

‘on Tuesday. Heavy downpour

in Hukkeri taluk during the
past 24 hours led in 21 houses
getting partially damaged.

Rainfall has receded n
Kodagu district. In the last 24
hours, the district received
10.51 mm rainfall. Moderate
rams lashed some parts of Shiv-
amogga district. Thirthahall;,
Hosanagar, some parts of
Bhadravathi and Sagar re-
ceived moderate rains.

Therewasa slight increase in
the inflow into the Tungabhadra
reservoir in Hosapete of Ballari
district. The meeting of the irri-
gation consultative committe
held in Bengaluru decided to re-
lease waterto high and lowlevel
canals from July 26. The dam
had 38.70 tmc feet of water,

DH News Service
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There’s more rainfall on

'DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 19

Hyderabad on Tuesday
registered 1.1cm of rain-
fall- registered during the
past 24 hours ( from 8:30
am on Monday)

Overall, the city has
received a good 47 mm of
rainfall, which is the first
good spell of monsoon
rains in the month of
July. These rains can be
attributed to the cyclonic
circulation which has
formed over the west-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal. The
city is expected to receive
some additional rain dur-
ing the next 24 hours. But
the downpour could be of
reduced intensity as the
circulation is expected to
move away from the
region. However, rainfall
could pick up once again

B ALL THE 10 districts
in Telangana are
recording normal to
heavy rains during the
past 24 hours.
Adilabad, Medak,
Karimnagar, Warangal,
Nalgonda and
Khammam have also
witnessed heavy rains
of over 6¢cm.

after July 21.

The Meteorological
Department has also
announced that a low
pressure area 1S continu-
ing over Coastal Andhra,
stretching from QOdisha to
Tamil Nadu. This weather
system will responsible
for the likely heavy rain
and thundershower

Rayalaseema and Coastal
Andhra will witness for
next three or four days,

officials from the
Hyderabad MET
Department said.

“The trough along the
sea level, running from
Odisha to Tami Nadu and
across Coastal Andhra
Pradesh persists. An
upper air cyclonic circula-

tion lies over
Rayalaseema and .the
neighbourhood and

‘extends between 4.5 kms

and 5.8 kms above mean
sea level. All the 10 dis-
tricts in Telangana are
recording normal to
heavy rains during the
past 24 hours. Adilabad,
Medak, Karimnagar,
Warangal, Nalgonda and
Khammam have also wit-
nessed heavy rains' of
over 6cm.
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B Full-fledged work to resume in Oct

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 19

Rains of the last two
weeks might have bro-
ught relief to the peo-
ple, especially farm
ers, but they have had
an impact on Mission
Kakativa works.

In Adilabad, Kham-
mam, parts of Nalg-
onda, Mahbubnagar
and Warangal dlStI‘
icts, heavy rains have
resulted In tanks and
lakes being filled to
the brim.

Not only the lakes
where restoration wo-
rk was undertaken as
part of Phase-I and
phase-II of Mission
Kakatiya have reach-
ed surplus level, even
those not touched by
officials are in same
condition.

Of the 22,725 lakes in
the five districts in
Godavari basin —Adi-
labad, Karimnagar,
_Warangal Khammam
and Nizamabad —
nearly 7,000 lakes
(about 33 per cent) are
either filled to the
brim or the water lev-
els have reached
between 75 and 80 per
cent of their capacity.

Even in some parts
of Nalgonda, Mahbub-
nagar and Ranga
Reddy districts, heavy
downpour in the last
two weeks resulted in
a thousand tanks tou-
¢hing the surplus ma-
rk or have water level
at 50 to 100 per cent.

'HYDERABAD, JULY 19

~ Inflows into the Al-

matti dam in Karn-
ataka came down to
95,656 cusecs on
Tuesday against the
1.6 lakh cusecs on
Monday:
~ With the dam full,
-officials released ab-
out 93,000 cusecs of
water through 23 of
the 26 gates in the
evening.

Once the Narayan
apur dam is filled,
the water will be
released for Telang-
ana state, officials
said.

Besides thlS the
one lakh cusecs of
water released from
Almatti reached Na-

Irrigation staff mon-
Itoring Mission Kaka-
tiya at the ground
level said that it would
be difficult to carry
out any kind of work
in the surplus tanks
until October.

It is not possible to

- manoeuvre -vehicles

or equipment for tak-
Ing up any restoration
work in tanks that are
filled to the brim, offi-
cials said.

Apart from removi-
ng silt, the works invo-
lve repair of the bund,

rayanapur on Tue-
sday. Officials are
expecting that the
water will reach Ju-
rala by Wednesday.
Officials from Kar |
nataka have raised
11 gates up to 60 cm
at Narayanapur and’
are releasing 43,488
cusecs of water,
Inflow in Jurala
was recorded at 71
cusecs and the same
quantity has been
released from the
dam. |
Inflow and. outﬂow
In Srisailam was 40
cusecs, In Nagarju-
nasagar it was 301
cusecs, in KDS infl-
OW was 2,717 cusecs
and the same gquanti-
ty of water was
released. -

sluice, canals and fe-
eder channels near
the water body:

In lakes that are par-

tially filled with wa-

ter, Mission Kakatiya
works will not stop
completely but will
slow down. Except for
de-silting, other rep-
alr works will be car-
ried out.

The irrigation depa-
rtment had identified
nearly 45,000 lakes to
be revived under the
Initiative over a peri-
od of five years.

The Deccan Hearld ( Bengluru )
\ _The Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal )
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Y to replace the

Crossing at Korattyr =
- railway statjon

Key Boundarjes
Puthagaram Thiry
ViKa Street, Fast
Avenue, Central
Avenue, Korattur Jake

. .-, water is being developed at  Population i Voters
body is covered with thick Kandioa; | Rs.1 45 mO 27000
vegetation and the work is crore. Most parts have suf. r &k
eing executed in phases, :

Th .

AU S. Pillai, pres; ficient drinking water and
[ ’_ L] d . I'
dent of Santhosh Nagar o 800 dramage nNetwork,

Number of
Residents Welfare Associ- the councillor added,
ation, sajd, “Efforts of the
Water Resources Depart-
ter body is stij ment are being wasted due
waiting to be Completely re- ¢, the slow
Juvenated.

pace of work
The damaged walkers’ path
After much Struggle, the

needs to pe Improved and
lake was taken up for res- €ncroachments removed.”

tonnes of garbage
génerated per day
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Consult panel before starting

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of
Water Resources has in-
formed the Karnataka gov-
ernment that before taking
up any projects in the Cau-
very basin area, ithas to
get them examined by the
Cauvery Supervisory Com-
mittee headed by Union
Water Resources Secretary.

The Cauvery Supervisory
Committee has been set up on
the orders of the Supreme
Court to implement the award
of the Cauvery Water Dispute
Tribunal (CWDT) on the wa-
ter shares allocated to Cauvery
basin states of Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Puducherry.

Union Minister of State for
Water Resources and Ganga
Rejuvenation Sanjay Kumar
Balyan in his written answer

Cauveryb

State asked to share power plant plans

DH -

The Central Water Commlssmn has not recewed any
proposal on the Mekedatu dam. DH FILE PHOTO

to the Rajya Sabha on Monday
said that the Ministry has also
asked Karnataka to share its

plans for the proposed power
project it intends to build on
the Cauvery river with the co-

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

basin states (Tamil Nadu, Ker-
ala and Puducherry) and bring

them on hoard before taking
up a detailed project report

- (DPR) or construction.

The minister was replying
to a question whether the gov-
ernment has received any rep-
resentation from the Tamil
Nadu government requesting
the Centre to advise Karnata-
ka not to proceed with the con-
struction of a reservoir at
Mekedatu and Shivanasamu-
dram run of the river power
project.

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC) has received a
DPR for Shivanasamudram
run of the river power project
from Karnataka Power Corpo-

- ration Ltd in 2014.

The same has been re-
turned to Karnataka asking it
to obtain views/comments of

asin proj ects, K’taka told

with other riparian states

basin states in view of the final |
award of CWDT to facilitate
its examination from inter-
state angle, Balyan said.

No proposal received
However, the minister said
that the CWC has not received
any proposal from Karnataka
on Mekedatu project.

But, the Karnataka Govern-
ment had informed the CWC
that Tamil Nadu has filed an
interim application in the
Supreme Court objecting this
project. '

The Karnataka government
also clarified that it has no
plans to proceed with the con-
struction of the above projects
without informing the
Supreme Court as the interim ¢
apphcatmn is pending before
it, the minister added.
DH News Service .
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Rains pick up pace in U-K district »-

i N o |
B Al oo Braiead AT T A JeBlRid AR/ e T A AT
Celhi ) The Assam Tribune { Gu. :hati) { TheDeccan . warid | Satu
AT The Times of India { M. sal) The Deccan . >ronice. . ueri |
saigarh ) The ""-f-*iea"‘amh . Kolkat: Central Chro ical (L

House panel
wants Ravi

parts of Uttara Kannada dis- 11

trict received moderate Belage{e.]aﬂed
rains on Monday. While it

drizzled for the whole day for ]-lbe |
in Karwar, there were re- BENGALURU, DHNS: A Legisla-

ports of intermittent rainsin - B

Bhatkal, Honnavar, Ankola,

tive Assembly committee on
Monday recommended one

Kumta, Sirsi and Siddapur. year imprisonment and a fine
In the past 24 hours, the dis- of Rs 10,000 fine on journalist
trict recorded 147 mm of rains, Ravi Belagere for publishing
with Karwar registering 70.2 defamatory article against
mm of rainfall. | Speaker K B Koliwad.
Meanwhile, As much as 1.91 The article was published in
lakh cusecs of water was re- the Kannada tabloid “Hi Ben-
leased from the Almatti reser- galuru” edited by Belagere in
voir on Monday as the dam September 2014. |
filled to the brim. Water is be- Koliwad had lodged a com-
ing released from all the 26 b i o T TR plaint to the then Speaker Kago-
gates of the dam for the first Schoolgiris head home amid rain in Karwar on Monday. bH PHOTO du Thimmappa against the jour-
time in the past two years. | nalist. He had also moved a
The inflow from Rajapur  Seven low-lying bridges and gavi district. The Kodagu district experi- | breach of privilege motion in this
barrage into River Krishna roads that had submerged in Water level in Hidkal dam enced scanty rainfall on Mon- | regard. The then Speaker had
camedownonMondayasrains the river waters opened for reached2126.08 feetwhileMa- day. In the last 24 hours, the | referred the issue to the Privi-
receded in Konkan and south- road traffic, while sixcontinued laprabha dam had 2046.05 district received an average of | lege Committee, which submlt—
ern Maharashtra regions. to remain submerged in Bela- feet of water. 4.31 mm rainfall. ted its report in the Assembly.
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Villagerg in Assam move to safer area (Picture) as rains wreak havoc in the state and West Bengal with four persons dying in landslides, and leaving rivers
flooded in Uttar Pradesh. The weatherman has warned of ‘extremely heavy’ rains in Assam and Meghalaya and very heavy rains in sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, Konkan and Goa and Vidarbha. : Afp
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RAIN HEATS UP MP LA 0 ¢

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Bhopal, 20 July

Alleging extreme insensi-
tivity of the Madhya
Pradesh state government
towards the plight of victims
hit by the recent rain fury;
the main Opposition Con-
gress today staged a walk
out of the state Assembly
over the issue of distribu-
tion of wheat in Bhopal
yesterday;

Congress MLA Jaivard-
han Singh raised the issue
and charged that several of
the wheat sacks distrib-
uted yesterday contained a
large amount of mud pieces.

The state government
went on the back foot and
legislative affairs minister
Narottam Mishra told the
house that Bhopal Collec-
tor had already ordered an
inquiry into the matter
Mishrafurther assured the
house that the guilty would
not be spared.

Former chief minister
and senior BJP leader Bab-
ulal Gaur (86), who was
recently forced to resign
from the post of Home Min-

GCONG STAGES WALKOUT

The rain situation in Madhya Pradesh, = file photo

ister on grounds of his age,
too Jumped into the issue
with vengeance and cor-
nered his own government.
He alleged that rotten wheat
was being distributed to
hapless flood victims.
Jaivardhan  Singh
expressed concern that the
situation might be worse in
rural and far-flung areas
that had been hit by the
recent floods. Legislative
atfairs minister Narottam
Mishra said the wheat had
come trom the farmers.
This prompted sharp
reaction from the Congress
and the opposition MLAS
sald that the state Civil

Supplies Corporation had
purchased the wheat for
distribution.

Congress members Arif
Aqueel, Ramniwas Rawat,
Jeetu Patwariand Mukesh
Nayak demanded stern
action against the guilty and
pressed for tabling an
adjournment motion on
the issue.

Rawat demanded that
the probe should be com-
pleted and put forth during
the ongoing Monsoon ses-
sion of the Assembly itself,
to which Mishra agreed.

There was a heated argu-
ment between the Trea-
sury and Opposition Bench-

es before the Congress mem-
bers walked out of the
House.

Later, outside the house,
Congress MLAs and affect-
ed persons displayed some
sacks of wheat full of mud
pieces.

Yesterday evening, the
distribution of relief arti-
cles began in Bhopal’s Kotra
Sultanabad area. Howev-
er, people noticed that the
wheat was full of mud.

They lodged a complaint
and the area’s SDM, Kamal
Singh Solanki, verified that
the wheat was full of mud
pieces and inedible. He sub-
mitted a report to Bhopal
Collector Nishant Warwade,
who promptly ordered an
inquiry into the matter.
The Collector also recalled
the wheat sacks and ordered
for fresh wheat to be dis-
tributed.

District Food Controller
Jyoti Shah said the State
Civil Supplies Corporation
had supplied the wheat.

Civil Supplies Corpora-
tion MD Faiz Ahmed Kid-
wal is said to be in Singa-
pore at the moment.
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to make the “lost” river Saraswati
flow by the end of this month,
with preparations underway to
release water into what is be-

- lieved tobe the route of the river.

l As per a proposal discussed
by the Saraswati Heritage
Development Board (SHDB), wa-
ter from Uncha Chandana village
would be discharged on July 30
through the Dadupur feeder into
the route, where cleaning work
Is currently going on.

The route covers
Yamunanagar, Kurukshetra and
Kaithal districts.

The board believes the mon-
soon should keep the river flow-
ing for now. In the long run, the
planis to construct adam at Adi
Badri, considered the origin of
the Vedic era river.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, SHDB deputy chairman
Prashant Bhardwaj said, “We are
working on a plan to release wa-
ter into Saraswati river through
the Dadupur feeder. The modal-
ities are being worked out. It isa
fact that Saraswati flowed up to
Rajasthan. Even ISRO has ac-
knowledged it.” |
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