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'All of Karnataka set to get .

2034l

bountiful rain in next 3 days

BENGALURU: The India Mete-
orological Department (IMD)
has forecast rainfall for the
next three days across Kar-
‘nataka, If it rain the same in-
tensity as Wednesday over the
next three days in the catch-
ment areas of various rivers,
all the reservoirs will be filled
to the brim. This, in turn, will
improve the power and water
situation.

L Ramesh Babu, director-in-
charge, IMD, Bengaluru, said
the monsoon had become ac-
tive now. “This time, rainfall
has been good in North Interi-
-or Karnataka because of the
depression over Odisha and
central Bay of Bengal. This de-
pression has now become well-
marked, due to which bounti-
ful rainfall has been forecast
for the entire state,” he said.

Bountiful rainfall in the next
three days will help address
power and water shortage,
| said officials from the IMD and

- the Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Centre
(KSNDMC).

But overall rainfall for the
entire state is poised to be de-
ficient. Rain deficit in the West-
ern Ghats is a staggering 66%
and in the southern plams
50%.

AccordxngtoBabu Western

Ghats and coastal Karnataka

getrain in the first half of mon-
soon while it rains in South In-
terior Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu in the second half. “Kar-
nataka has received 303 mm
rainfall so far against the actual
365 mm, which is a deficit of
30%. During the same period
last year, Karnataka had re-
ceived 368.4 mm rainfall,” he
said. v, .

IMD records show that rain-
fall has been deficient in the
catchment areas of the rivers

Atotal of 35000 :usecs ﬁf water was released from the Al-
matti dam in Bagalkot district. on proTO

POWEI' generatlon

- resumes at Almatti

“Atotal'of-85,000 cusecs of
“saterwasreleased from
i the Almatti reservoir as the
»downstream N arayanplr
£ Ifservomhxtdeadstorage
"The Almatti reservoir is
. not even half full, despite
" the beavy inflowin the Iast
. few days. Thehydmelec—
 “fricstation there, whlch
* was shutin’ Marth, re- -,
“sumed power generatmn
. on Wednesday. .- ‘

this year compared with 2016.
That’s because the monsoon
arrived late this year. Strong

winds and moisture contentin

the atmosphere caused further
drop in the rainfall.

For ‘example, Kodagu had
received 961.2 mm rainfall till
July19in 2016. This year, ithas
received just 694.9 mm
against the average normal of
1,116.1 mm. Chamarajanagar
received 82.8 mm rainfall in
2016 but just 24.4 mm this
year against the normal of
'103.6 mm. Similar is the case

-with Mysuru. Last year, the dis-

“rict received 175.5 mm rain-
fall, but just 58.6 mm this year
against the normal of 137.9
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mm. The plight of Mandya is
no different. The district re-
ceived 106.6 mm in 2016 but
just 33.7 mm this year against
the normal of 76.4 mm.

Catchment areas in Shiva-
mogga had received 919.3 mm
rainfall in 2016 but just 600.5
mm this year against the nor-
mal of 750 mm.

Bagalkot received 162.4 mm
in 2016 against the normal of
120.2 mm, but just 104.8 mm

this year. Belagavi received

315.6 mm in 2016 against the
normal of 261.6 mm. This
monsoon, it has received only
246.8 mm.
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en-Betwa project faces fresh
urdle, this time from MP govt

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JULY 20
]USF WHEN it seemed thatthe
Ken-Betwa river linking proj-
ect was finally ready for take-
off, following the forest ap-
proval it managed to get two
months ago, comes the most
serious hurdle that it has faced
so far — objection from the
Madhya Pradesh government.
The Shivraj Singh Chouhan
government in Bhopalis learnt

to have told the Centre that it

would not allow work to begin
if the showpiece project was

i not modified to include three

smaller water management
projects that the state wants to
develop. These three projects
— Kotha Barrage, Bina Complex
and Lower Orr dam — were to

*I' become the second phase of

the Ken-Betwa link, but the
state government is now in-
sisting that they be made part
of the original project itself, a
demand that the Centreis find-
ing difficult to agree to because
of more than one reason. ,

Inclusion of the three proj-
ects would likely invite fresh
environment, forest and
wildlife assessments for the
entire plan. Besides delaying
the project further, a reassess-
ment will make its fate entirely
uncertain.

The inclusions are also be-
yond the scope of the 2005
MoU between Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
over sharing of waters from
this project. Additionally, while
the Centre has agreed to pro-
vide 90 per cent of the funds
for the original project under a
special consideration, the three

additional projects do not
qualify for this generosity.
Besides, the three projects are
far from being ready for imple-
mentation. Even their detailed
project reports have not been
approved.

Ken-Betwa link, which
seeks to join the Ken and Betwa
rivers in Madhya Pradesh, is the
first of an ambitious river-inter-
linking programme that seeks
to ensure transfer of waters

‘from water surplus regions to

water-deficient ones. Though
conceptualised in the 1980s,
the river-linking programme
has beenunable to take off due
to technical challenges and op-
position from several quarters
on different  grounds.
Altogether, 31 such linkages
have been identified.

Minister of State for Water
Resources Sanjeev Balyan,ina

reply to a written question in
Lok Sabha, admitted on
Thursday that the Ken-Betwa
link was facing a fresh round of
uncertainty.

“The Government of
Madhya Pradesh has proposed
that Kotha Barrage, Bina
Complex and Lower Orr Dam
be also included in the Project...
This would also affect the ini-
tial allocation of water be-
tween the two states (MP and
UP) as per the 2005 agree-
ment. It was, therefore, de-
cided that both the state gov-
ernments should work out an
agreement on mutual water
sharing to take KBLP (Ken-
Betwa Link Project) forward.
The implementation of KBLP
would be taken up once the
two states have reached an
agreement on water sharing,”
Balyan said.
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Rain dlsrupts life in Karnataka

One killed; road connecting Kodagu with Kerala closed following landslide

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MYSURU

Two days of heavy rainfall
threw life out of gear in Kod-

agu, Karnataka, and claimed ‘

one lifé in Chikamagaluru.

Landslides were reported
from several parts of south
Kodagu, leading to the clos-
ure of the highway to Kerala
from Virajpet. A 33-year-old
woman, who was injured
after an uprooted tree fell on
her on Wednesday, died in a
hospital on Thursday.

In Kodagu, which re-
ceived heavy rainfall, the
skies began clearing by
noon.

But normal life was hit in
several parts of the district
due to the uprooting of
trees, flooding of areas along
rivers and lakes, submer-
gence of roads and caving in
of the earth on roads.

Earth caves in

After the earth caved in on
the road connecting Kodagu
with Kerala near the Perum-
badi checkpost, the district

.

Covering L., YIS

Heavy showers Cauvery overﬂowmg near the Balele- NlttUl’
bridge in Kodagu district on Thursday. =seeciaL ARRANGEMENT

administration closed the
road for traffic.

Traffic  was diverted
through the alternative
Gonikoppa-Kutta-Man-
anthavadi route.

The roads in Talacauvery
and Bhagamandala region,
which received very heavy
rainfall over the last two
days, remained submerged
on Thursday. The water level
in Triveni Sangama too had

not receded till Thursday
evening.

Shivamogga continued to
receive good rains, leading
to the disruption of power
supply in Thirthahalli taluk
in Nagara hobli, Hosanagara
taluk.

Tunga flowed near the
danger mark in Shivamogga
city as 39,314 cusecs of water
were being discharged from
the Gajanur reservoir.

Cauvery

inflow
improves

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
{ MANDYA

© i There has been a signific-
: ant increase in the inflow
: into the Krishnaraja Sagar
© reservoir. With incessant
¢ showers lashing the catch-
: ment areas of Cauvery in
¢ Kodagu for 72 hours, the
; inflow has doubled since
¢ Tuesday. The inflow was
¢ 1,563 cusecs at 6 a.m. on
i Tuesday and rose to 3,336
¢ cusecs during the same
: period on Thursday.

However, the water

¢ levels are far below those
: of last year. The release of
. water to Tamil Nadu has
© been reduced to 1,576
© cusecs as areas along the

downstream of the reser-

. voir have also been receiv-
¢ ing heavy rainfall for sev-
: eral days.
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