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waters recede in Kerala

Death toll rises to 210; over seven lakh people take shelter in relief camps

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
After five days of extremely
heavy rain and floods that
ravaged several parts of Ker-
ala, Sunday brought respite
following a gradual decrease
in rainfall and receding wa-
ter levels in the flood-affect-
ed areas, particularly Chen-
gannur and Chalakudy.

~ With 13 persons killed in
rain-related incidents on
Sunday, the toll since August
8 stood at 210.

Five killed in flash floods
Five persons were reported
dead in flash floods in south-
western Thrissur when Kari-
vannur river, which services
Chemmeni Dam and Manali
river, breached a temporary
embankment. Around 42 vil-
lages in and around the pad-
dy fields were inundated.
Two bodies were reco-
vered near St. Xavier’s
Church, Kuthiathodu, near

Under water: Chengannur in Alappuzha district of Kerala on 5unday. =5. GOPAKUMAR

north Paravoor, where a por-
tion of a wall around a relief
camp collapsed on Thurs-
day, reportedly trapping six
persons. Local MLA V. D.
Satheesan said five persons
were still missing.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, who said rescue oper-
ations were in the final
round, said priority would
now be given to providing
safe drinking water and res-
toring electricity and water

supply. A total of 7,24,649

' displaced persons have been

housed in 5,645 relief
camps, he told reporters.

HELP FROM THE SKIES } PAGE 7
3,500 RESCUED P PAGE 6



12510 S0 fBeeesren.. BT TTF=TEATA T AATATT T H FBTRIA AT S AFA=ET 9

Hindustan Times ( Delhi ) The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati ) The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
ATATTA STEFH ( 2w ) The Times of India ( Mumbai ) The Deccan Chronical { Hyderab.
The Tribune ( Chandigarh ) The Telegraph ( Kolkata ) Central Chronical ( Bhopal )
\_Wﬁdu{ Chennai ) fEegeareT ( ag=T )
- :nn{lh THE HINBL} .

Moumv 'AUGUST 20, 2018

! dm?‘m &4

theinﬂGWs dfﬁoodwaﬁerm Bodyl‘etr!med
r.he Dowieswarambm ‘The body of Deepati Vamsi
nSunday evening. ~ Prasad, 27, of Podalada,

] level falling to whofe]lmtbtheriverfol
123 feet and 106 lakh v a sudden landslide,
secs being discharged from mret:ievad
the Godavariinto the Bayof At Devipatnam, Collec-
Bengal, the irrigation offi- tor Kartikeya Misra along
cials t withdraw the with local MLA Vantala Ra-
alert by the E'}“d: jeswari an o
~cials, toure :

Sttuat:on upstream, in- lets.

Wﬁfﬁ was bemg closely  tation opetaﬁms, he mid
_monitored. - the entire administration
Villages in the agency was on the job of minimis-
mandal of Devipatnam and  ing the impact of the na-
that of the Konaseema re-  ture’s fury and shifting the
gion have been under water  residents of the low-lying
for the last couple of days areas to the rescue camps.
andreﬂefc&vﬂpsl}avebeen In all, 44 villages in 19 _— —
set up on a  footing. mand.als were affected in
Paddy fields and fish tanks ~ East and West Godavari dis-
in hundreds of acresareun-  tricts and the officials ar-

der water ir the ric tich rang’ed_l‘l eli
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Rainfall will abate, n.:
says Met Dept.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The India Meteorological
Department’s forecast on
Sunday of a gradual de-
crease in rainfall during the
next five days has brought a
sense of relief to Kerala,
which continued to grapple
with rescue and relief oper-
ations in the flood affected
areas.

According to the Met De-
partment’s official state-
ment here, a fresh low pres-
sure area had formed over
north-west Bay of Bengal on
Sunday morning, but it
would not have any signifi-
cant impact over Kerala.

Exceptionally high

Rainfall over Kerala has
been exceptionally high
during the current south-
west monsoon season (June
1 to August 18), with the

‘State receiving 2,346.6 mm

against the normal of 1649.5
mm (42% above normal).
The spatial distribution of
district-wise seasonal rain-
fall showed that Idukki dis-

It was 164% above normal for August

A ,'.zarttallg.-r submerged hnuse
in Chengannur. =ap

trict recorded the highest
excess rainfall (92% above
normal) followed by Palak-
kad (72% above normal).
The statement said the
rainfall over Kerala for June,
July and August (till Sunday)
was 15%, 18% and 164%
above normal respectively.
Rainfall during August so far
has been exceptionally high.
Two consecutive active
spells with above normal
rainfall peaked around June
14 and 20 respectively.
Another peak rainfall activi-
ty was experienced around

July 20.
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Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
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Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
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Declaring Kerala floods
‘severe’ calamity, Centre
clears way for more aid

PICKING UP THE PIECES

T O e S TR AR TS L

'RAHUL TRIPATHI
|NEW DELHI|, AUGLIST 20

THE CENTRE has declared t
Keralafloods as a calarriity of "se-

vere nature”, paving the way for
national assistance in various
forms, officials said.

“Keeping in view the inten-

&

Covenng L.

ity and magnitude of the
fNoods/landslides of 2018 in
JKerala, this is a calamity of a'se-
ere namre forall practical pur-
[poses,” the Home Ministry said.
Officials said the central gov-
iernment has also scoled up its
[\ehef and rescue operations.
part from the central com-
mand and control room at North
$lock. a WhatsApp group of sen-
{3]’ officials has been operational
or seamless coordination, offi-
4als said.
The group has representatives
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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Amessage of ‘thanks’ on the rooftop of a house from where
two women were rescued in Kochi on Sunday

Need Rs 21,000 cr & ces%
Kerala Fi inance Mlmster

e S

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 20

THE KERALA government will
need at least Rs 21,000 crore to
reconstruct basic infrastructure
letlowing the unprecedented
floods that have claimed at east
2161ives since August 8, and will
look at various eptions to meet
the burden, including approach-
ing the GST Councdil to allow the
state tolevy a cess, State Finance
Minister Thomas Isaac told The
Indian Express.

The state will also approach

NVexh Pave |

FU LI. COVERAGE
PAGE7

the central government, multi-
lateral agencies and soft-loan
providers, Isaac said. "The social
costis unimaginable, the trauma
1s heavy," he said.

INLUERQO
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Kerala floods declared ‘severe calannty (@© > N
Following the a cement Rajya

;..frcarnKmalaamiuﬂmrstdnasl(anmam
| Tamil Nadu and Odisha. While the Home
| Ministry hasfacilitated the movement of per-
| sonnel and material, representatives in the

group from India Meteorological Department

(IMD), Central Water Commission (CWC),

. National Disaster Management Authority

. (NDMA)and National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) have ensured that the response time
-:isnmwnal,olﬁua]ssatd. ;
- "The state (Kerala)informed us aboutits
; mquirement, Onthe group, we found which
~ agency or state could carry out the job, who
was nearest or who could drop the supplies
and conduct rescue operations. Once the de-
tails were worked out, around 1,000 NDRF
personnel and 12 columns of Army deployed
inthe flood-affected districts were diverted
to provide assistance for the task. So far, we
have rescued more than 43,000 persons out
of which NDRF alone was responsible for
safely evacuating more than 15,000 persons
followed by Navy, which rescuedwa-lz,ﬂﬂo

individuals,” an official said.

NDMA officials said medical teams from
the Centre and adjoining states have been
dispatched to Kerala. “These teams are
equipped with kits that include life-saving
drugs and other medicine that will help pre-
ventany epidemic. Union Cabinet Secretary
P K Sinha held a meeting of the National

‘Crisis Management Committes {NCMC) to

oversee refief and rescue work,” an official
said,

Under the “severe nature” category, sup-
port to the state government is provided at

‘the national level, with the possibility of ad-

ditionalassistance from the Centre's National
Disaster Response Fund. In such a case, a
Calamity Relief Fund (CRF) is set up, with the
corpus shared 3:1 between the Centre and
state. .

~ Once a calamity is declared “severe”, re-
lief in repayment of loans or grant of frech
loans on concessional terms are also consid-
ered.

‘Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu and Lok
Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan met
Monday evening to discuss the scale of the
damage, and later appealed to members of
both Houses to contribute from their
MPLADS funds for relief and rehabilitation
— and donate amonth's salary.

“We have decided to donate our one
‘month’ssalary towards the Prime Minister’s
Relief Fund for this noble and humanitarian
cause. We also appeal to all MPs to consider
donating their one month's salary for the
purpose,” Naidu saidin his appeal.

As per MPLADS guidelines, if the govern-
ment declares a calamity of “severe nature”,
each MP can contribute up to Rs 1 crore for
relief and rehabilitation work. The guidelines
say that from the day an MP makes such a
contribution, authorities will have to iden-
tify within a month the relief work that
would benefit and ensure that it is done
within eight months.
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; :a:e expected- .

adding toar least 210 billion in &

ﬂiemmﬁlgwm bay»analysts,

niestosettle claims ﬁma:’Keta]a )
ﬁasﬁer than nsual. This would

 Business Standard: *“Ihere will
be an impact on the general

i insurance side but less than

what we saw durmg the
Chennai floods (of late 2015). In
the case of Chennai, industri-

alised clusters were the most
impacted and a total 500 bil-

lion in economicloss led 10350

' _bnin insurance claims”
. The chief minister of Kerala

hassaid theextent of damagein
the state would be 2200 bn,
Analystssaymsmanoecom
- panies will bear around 5 per
cent of the total economic loss.

‘In the case of the floods in

Chennai a higher proportion of
corporaie policiesin that market

i
i led tolarge insurance pay-outs,

i

YiE

]
Covering L.

L are

which is not the case in Kerala.
Howeyet, insurance policies
ercial financial prod-

AwnashSle Ieadanalyst:_,. :
at SBICAP Securities, told P2

- ngeriﬁas ofapm’ Dn‘mi\ushstzm

Ilanstmmexs umc‘ilw 1@3?
=Paa1es S 5,632
{bndﬂdorﬁnes‘{km) 341.2
D‘Lstrictmads{km}

State mghways’(lan} i
Source: National Disaster Management

ucts, Ability ta
for damaged property, cropsor
‘vehicles depends on the penie-
tration of categories of policies.
As with otherstates, Kerala is
under-insured.

“Overall, the losses for pri-
mary insurers and reinsurers
arelikelytobe lowand itis quite
pom'blethatthe'Emsoﬂms

: tatastr@phl_c

S 3,652.5 o 1
= z:la:hns-:Uuderﬁle plan, we have
- oneatthelocal aﬁic&(mKerala}

prmary
-EI!S) gimnﬂleirhlghshamm

ek ;bysBmAPsfmnm.

Insurance players this pub-
hmhﬂnﬁ}ﬁkemhavesaidthey
mllf:nsmeclmmsmpalﬂina

“We have deployed our
) - Claims
‘Management Plan (CCMP)
with relaxed settlement of

which is assisted by a com-
mand center at the head office
for better co-ordination. We
also have deployed resources
at site from otherlocationsand
would be using a web-platform
to manage the claims,” said
Amitava Gupta, Lead of the
Gommercial Lines Claims at
SBI General Insurance.

Moreon wwaebusiness-
standard.com
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'Climate change fixes must
light short-term problems

Apart from emission reductions, we need wise agricultural
p0|ICI95 social safety nets, and international cooperation

2] as its consequences mgr' ‘more
‘quickly than most sc enhsts had

fures, unprecedented wildfires and many
| other effects. Thisyearis onrargettobe the
3 fourthhottestever onlyj ustbehmdﬂlefbree

now than ever before having. actually_

- increased 60%overthepast25years,
Hape for a simple fix — such as a carbon

' tax—isnaive, even settingaside theformida-

blepolitical challenges. A newstudy suggests

that a meaningful carbon iax could trigger
: actmtmymtothefutmandb@yunﬂjmghtbe :

!

! food shortagesby 2030, andevmbeworseﬂ)an

i climate change contmumg completely una-
bated.

In the research paper, ‘puh!ishedmNatme- :

Climate Change, scientists compared esti-

matesofhoweitherclimate changeorastrong

carbon taxwould affect the globalpopuiation
. atriskofhunger. The changing climate will

directly hitagriculturalproductivity, whilea

carbon tax would raise energy prices; a key
agricultural input. The study found that a
siringentcarbon taxwould belikely by 2050t
have a greater negative impact on hunger
than climatechange, with problems worstin
vulnerable regions such as sub Saharan
Africa and South Asia.

These are only estimates, and there’s
plenty ofuncertaintyinthis analysis. Ttrests

expected, msearmgglo’baltmnpera =

-on assumptmns for example abouthowris-
ing temperatures and other climate effects

- willinfluence food productivity, something
v we Kknow little about. Other research con-

'ﬂuﬂestha’msmgtemperaturesmu]dreduoe

v, ¥ GDPevamndevelopadnaﬁonsbyasmuchas

‘one-third by 2100 Uncertainties aside, the

researchers’ bestguessisthatonthematterof
“food security, climate changewould be bad,

but a carbon tax big enough to reduce emis-

' sions significantly could actually be worse.

It pointsoutwhy we're goingtohave tabe
-creative infinding ways tfodealwith thenega-
‘tiveshori-term consequences of the policies
‘that will deliver long-term benefits. In addi-

“fion to emissions reductmns we need wise
; agﬁcnltural policies, stronger social safety

,and betterinternational cooperation.
Pohc:les designed toavoidclimate disaster

expected fohave some negative conseguences
sover fimes as short as 30 vears. Likewise, if
governments implement a carbon tax—or

- takeother serious actionson climate—they

canalsotakefurtherstepstohandleadverse

_canseguences stirred upasaresult, Revenue
from the tax could be nsed for food aid, for

example, ortotransfer moreefficient produc-
tionmethodstofood insecureregions, which
mightalso furtherreduce COZemissions.
Inthissense, the papermakes a useful point
thatlong term climate policywill stirup short
termissues, likefood security. Tt offers infor-
mation on whatother policies we mightputin
place to counteract these problems, and so
ensurea pathforwardforeveryone.
The views exprassed are personal
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Fewtakersfor fakenews

inflood-hitKerala

Butthiscould create problemsfor the
authorities conductingrescue operations
nacrisis of thescale ofthe Kerala floods, the primary con-
cernforthe authoritiesand civilsociety is therescue opera-
13911, not dea]mg mfh mlsmi‘ormatlon and deliberate dis-
semination offakeand ma]mousnews Butthe state, where
at least 239 people have died because ot_‘ the floods, is having to
tackle fake news which is creating problems for its citizens as
wellas authonues : . m 3 ] :

'ChiefMinister Pinarayi V],}ayan hadtotweet last week todis-
pe}the rumour that thelzs-year oId Mu]lapenya.r dami isabout
toburstand thatit would washaway many districts. On Sunday
night, the Indian Army clarified that an imposterin Armyuni-
form is spreading disinformation in a video message about relief
efforts. Themanin the video cntu::ses the ch:efm:mster fornot
handmg over the rescue efforts completely to the Indian Army.
The video instantly went wa;l on social media platforms like
‘WhatsAppand Facebook. In another viralaudioclip thathasits
text posted on a person’s Facebook page, a man is heard saying
that most of the people who were impacted in the disaster are
from well to-dofa:mhes

_Amongthe moresinister rumours in a state which rarely wit-
nesses communal strife isthat churches are helping only Chris-

~ tians. Infact, reports suggest, churches,temples, andmadrasas

have come forward inlarge numbers tohelp the siranded. How-
éver, the people in Kerala have used the same tooisthat were
used to spread misinformation for coordination purposes and for
disseminating authentic information about the availability of
items for daily use and the ]rjcat_ion of stranded people. This is
remarkableinatime of such stress, Butrumoursimpederescue
operations, putting lives atrisk. The Army has announced a con-
tact number where you can alertpeople about fake news. Other
reliefagencies would do well to havea similar facility soasnot to
hamper the rescue operations. :
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Early release of dam

o e

water could have cut
-damage, say experts

Anonna Dutt
= Inﬂets@'mdustanﬂmssmm

NEW DELHE The ﬂuods inKera]ﬂ
would havebeenlessdevastating

-‘i hadthestaterelv&mdwaterﬁ‘om':
‘its 39 dams from July end when B
g oached  Teloased thewaterinthe

two-week periodwhen

“the levelsh mostofthemreached

“'85~1136"f ofthe: mapacitracberﬂ—
* ingtotheexperts.

- Asmany as 223 peup]e ha'.ve

- heenkilledwhile oy

the state, The water levels had
‘beenrisingin the damssincemid-

July, according to data from the -

Kerala State Electricity Board.
“Yes, the rainfall was
extremely heavy; much

thanKeralarecaivesat thistime -

of the year, However, the IMD
(Indian Meteorolog:cal Depart-

ment) had predicted that the

extremely heavy rainfall was
very likely and the state shonld
havetakenthedecisiontorelease

water from the dams that were

almost full when the rains had
subsided in July,” said an IMD
official requesting anonymity,
In August, the state received
184% of rainfall it usually gets
during the period. The statehad
been receiving more rainfall
since thebeginning of monsoons.
“Thedamagescould have been
reduced by20-40% had the dams
andreservoirsreleased the water
slowly in the two week period
when therainshadsubsided. The
state did not have an advanced
warning system in place and
released water from the dams
onlyonce thedanger levels (lev-
elsatwhichthedams structures
canbedamaged) werereachad”

= i )

The damages could
have been reduced by

- 20-40% had the dams

-and reservoirs slowly

the rains s had subsaded

} : '..._.ASHOKKESHARI cmlengmeenng
are sheltered:inrehefcmpsm. “ professor stITDal;.

said Delhi’s Indian Tnstitute of

Technolngy civil engineering

professor Ashok Keshari.

For the advance release of
water, the state neededareliable
forecast from the IMD. It also

_needed aflood forecast from the
-Central Water Commission. The

National Flood Forecasting net-
workhas nostationsin Kerala,

Theopeningofgates of35of the
39 dams coincided with the
extremelyheavyrainfallactivity,
Allfivegatesofldduki dam were

-openedon August9. Thedistrict
-alsoreceived the highestrainfall,

92% morethannormal.

“Yes, itcanbeargued thatthe
dam gates could have been
‘openedsoonerduringthepariods
of less rainfall, especially if the
dams had reachad 90-100% capac-
ity. However, the forecast of
extreme weather events is
sometimesunpredictableandthe
state might have wanted to con-
serve water for the restof the
vear,” said Arun Kansal, TER]

- School of Advanced Studies

department of regional water
studies dean and head,
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How long will it take
recover

LONG ROAD AHEAD Area ravaged

by severe flood takes up to 10 years to
return to normal, according to experts

w el Efincusanbmes con

NEW DELHE: The waters may be
receding in Kerala but previous
post-flood scenarios in other
siates suggestitcould take years
for the southern state to help
rebuild its peoplé's lives,
destroyed in one of the worst
flovds ina century, and some
more to implement measures
that eouldsignificantly minimise
theimpact ofasimilar disaster.
The Eerala government has
netimated a loss of 120,000 crove,
withIdukld Malappuram, Kotta:
yam and Ernaknlam districts
heing the worstaffected. Govern-
ment oificialssay thestate's top-
most priorityistoreseue pecple
and provide lakhs oftheaffected
with reliefmaterials, They, how-
ever, admif that rebuilding the
state will bea “daunting tash'”;
"Toughdaysareahead, chief
minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
Monday when asked about his
BOVErnment's plans to start the
reconstruction work, S0ver a
million people ate in the relief
campsand as of now theyare our
priority. Wedre assessing human
anidmaterialdamage,"headded.
The government estimates
about one lakh baildings, which
Ineludes people’s holises, have
heen damaged over 10, 000kmof
highways and roads and hun-
dreds of bridges have hesn
washed away, and crops inmil-
Hone of hectares of land have
heen lostin the flonds.
The governmentwill start the
process to aceurately assess the

damageafierthe reliefand rescne -

work isover, anofficial said.
Expertssaythatanareaundesr
sevare flood could take up toa
decade to fully recover. A 2015
paper by Prakash Tripathl of
Ambedkar University, titled
‘Flood Disaster inindis® da Anal-
ysis of trend and Preparedneas’,
pointed out that completing raliaf
ant rehabilitation work takes
abouttwo vear s while
the ecological recovery could
take up tomore thanfive vears,
Himanshu Thakkar of the
South Asia Network of Dams,
Rivers and People spoke of "dif-
ferent aspects of recovery” — the
human aspect, which involves
rehabilitation, and creation of
svstems, whichensables reducing
the lmpact of future floods, "Wea
cannot stop floods, But we can
minimise thetrimpact, For that,

“saidini thefirst phase they filled

-2l breaches and strengthened

thepmbarikments “From 52,000
cusecs of watar, we increased

rom

to
lood fury?

Tracking havoc caused

by floods over the years

Deluges account for about 84% of deaths caused by natural disasters in India.
This year, roughly 1100 people have died in floods. Since 18705, damage to

:—;v:;g}:uu?;sml wéﬁmlg property caused by floodwater has risen, while the loss af |ife has reduced
planming to increase it to 60,000 | amm 8 Numbet of people kiled 1 Total dsmage in  crare
cusecsincoming vears.” hesaid, /inm. ha*
In thesscond phase, 5 Spanish L T 3
company has been engaged tofoe- wsi| 25 ([M2IS
mulate a comprehensive flood 54 g ees
mitigation and river manapge- 9.3 .. a6z ¥

ment policy, and the project will
‘he pompleted in five to seven
years. Aealong-term plan, the
stata plans to construct storage
tarmsfor thetributarizs ora sepa-
ratefloodspill channel.
InUttarakhand upper réaches
wereravaged by the devastating
flashfloodsin June201s, impadt-
ing arcund nine million paople
and killing nearly 200, Amil Singh
el secretary (isaster manage-
ment, sadd, ' We tecetved over
1,000 crorefromthe Centre, The
money has been dishursed tat
the strengthening of roads and
other siructuresis going on.”
State povernment officials,
Thowever, refused tocomment on
the fidlure foremove encroach-
mentson thefloodplaine, which
=till poses 4 huge bottleneck to
praventthe resun of 2014
The northers parts of Bikar
wereravaged by thehugebreach
intheembankmentof Kosiriver
in2008. It affected 3.8 million peo-
Pla anil left 527 deadl, Around 6.6
million hectares of sgriculture
land becarme unfitfor coltivation.
Ten years on, the Bihay gov-
ernment isstill strugeling to pro-
vide an alternative o the farm-
ers, Thereliefandrehabllitation
vrorkstarted by the state govern-
mient, though hatped mitigate the
problem, isalsostllnotover,
The World Bank-aided Kosi
Flood Recovery Project of 8220
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milligniwhich wasinitially sup-

posediobecompleted by Septem-

her 2014, was extended to June

2018, The bank s also funding

Bihar Kosi Basin Development

project of 8250million with com- -

Dletion deadlineof March 2023 IS b
Assam hastakenalargenum- A 54 ESEEENES 2 506

ber of steps such as hullding w0 6.2 S 1444

embankments to minimise the 002 71001

damage but; as per the river 200 [ - rAlT]

board the impact had beenmini. Mod| 53 NIEEIEE1

maias people still Hve in flood:
plains. The hoard, however, sug-
gestedina 017 report that build-
ing of storage dams upstream of
therivercan control the impact of
floods, which the activists say

Ssome structural re ring
toensure that therivers can flow
freely 6 needed. This takes time.”

Thakkar isn't off the mark,
Four yearsafter the devastating
Toods in Kashmir, which sawits
261 lakhhomes partially orcom:
plately damaged, the recovery
work isstill not oversven though
the government has paid com-
pensation tothoseaffected,

The state and central govern-
ments differ on theirestimates of
the damage cansedin the Valiey.

Chief engineer in the state’s
trrigation and {lood control
department, MM Shahnawaz

couldpr be“disastrous™as
ithas happenedin Kerala,
“Wehavetolearn from Kerala
that just develupment big storaps
dunhis may nothelp. When it rains
heavily, the damgates have heen
upenedwhich resiltsin excessive
flooding. Instead weneed towork
on flood management, which
basically means removing
encroachments from traditional
water flow zones and allowing
excess water to flow smoothly

005 126 IR 1,455
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' May need up to 33,000cr to

Vikram Gupn!
= lattersBhindustantimes.com

BENGALURU: Tnifial estimatespeg

raim-related damage caused to

infrastructure in Karnataka's |
Kodagu districtat 32,000-3,000 |

crore, chiefminister HD Kumar-
aswamy said on Monday.

! Addressing a press confer-
encein thestate capital, Kumar-
aswamy said the government

b wasta}ungstepstopmviderehef ;
tothoseaffected. “Kodaguiswit-
nessing heavy rainafter along

time. In the past week alone,
seven people have diedin the dis-
trict,” 'Kumaraswamy- said.
“Heavy-intensity rain was wit-

nessed in the district from
August13, andthlscauseﬂmany
roadstocavein,” headded.

The chief minister said that

whileafinal assessmentoflosses

i' is yet to be done, it wasevident:

that the state would require

I approximately 2.000-3,000 crore

to rebuild the infrastructure
alone. “The President and Prime
Minister are already in touch
with me, and [ will meet them
oncelhaveaproperestimate of
the damage suffered in the dis-
triet " hesaid.

Kumaraswamy cited availa-

s | ;.\'v §

rebuild Kodagu: K’taka CM

ANDHRA REELS

‘Srinivasa Rao Apparasu
X ;H@aﬂl@duﬂaﬂﬂn@.mm !

' "HYDERABAD: At leastthree
_people were feared drowned
‘asheavy rainand overflow-

ing rivers disruptednormal
lifein Andhra Pradesh’s
-coastal districts of Krishna,
‘West Godavariand East
GodavarionMonday.
 Adistrictofficial saidan
“midentified farmerwas
~washedaway after hisbioat
eapsized mtheriveraf
GurajapuLankavillage of
- BastGodavari district. Simi-
larly, twootherfarmers —S
Satvanarayana of 1Pola-
varamand D Vamsee
S o

~ amanchili block —drowned

UNDER RAIN

PrasadofPeddalanka of Yel-

while tryingtocrossthe
‘streaminthesamedistrict,
saidanofficial.

The authoritieshave
stopped the movementof
boatsin the Godavari dis-
tributaries. AtEluruof
WestGodavari distriet, the
National Highway 16 got
breached due to overflowing
Erravagn, alocal stream.

- Floodwatershave washed
-away Sriparrucauseway,
affectingvehicular traffic,
CMN Chandrababu Naidu
‘on Monday ordered evacua-
tion of people from flood-hit
areas,

hleinformation tostatethat 845
houses had been completed
destroyed. 743 opartially
wrecked, 143 km of roads washed
awayand 57 brideesdamagedin
therain. “As many as 32 relief
camps have been set up in
Kodagu district, and around
6.000 peopleare living there, " he
———— A . AL A

said. “Thestate government has
decided to give 138,800 to every
family housed in thesecamps, so
they can buy basic necessities,
This isexclusive of the 10 kg of
rice, onekgof sugar, onelitre of
palm oil, onekgoftur daland five
litres of kerosene that we have
provided tothem.”
e
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{erala now comes to grips with

ters@hindustantimes.com

RUVANANTHAPURAM/NEW DELHI:
infallabatedin flood-ravaged
rala on Monday asthe focus
‘ned to the 5,645 relief camps
it house more than a million
sple battling hunger, disease,
or hygiene and a trail of
wructionleftinthe wake of the

te’s worst deluge in almost a -

iuary.

<erala chief minister Pinar-
Vijayan said the week-long
sration was winding down
t will continue for a few
re days, as rescue personnel
72 out of helicopters, swam
‘088 rivers in spate and
rloyed thousands of fishing
ils to reach marooned
ple. ;

Covering L

= A flooded streetin Alappzha

¥Yis

icale of tragedy as wate

district on Mnnd. : g~

et =L \’ :
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fate could take a
decade to recover
from destruction

NEW DELHI: Data suggests that
Kerala could take vears to
recover from one of its worst
floods. The state government has
estimatedaloss of 320,000 crore,
with one lakh buildings dam-
aged, 10,000km ofhighwaysand
roads and crop in millions ofhee-
tares lost. Flood experts say on
anaverage, an area under severe
flood take up to a decade to
recover. Other states such as
J&K, Uttarakhand and Bihar,
which were hit by floods in the
past decade, have struggled too
with recovery and rehabilita-
ﬁﬂn‘ nF

|

Kerala

Thedeath toll since Augusts,
when torrential showers forced
authorities to open dam gates
and sentriverssurging, stood at
223, the chief minister said, with
sixbodies pulled out of the water
on Monday. The toll since mon-
soon hit the coastal state thi
year stood at 341, the statereve

nue department said, wi 3}\
more missing.
“The government corfmitted

to bring all trapped to safety.
Many snake-bite cases have
been reported and we are storing
adeguate medicines tofightit,”
he said.

At the state's biggest city,
Kochi, flight operations resumed
partially from the naval base
though the main airport
remained inundated. Manylong-
distanee train services were
expected to be restored from
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kochi by night. Rains in the
catchment areas of the major
damsin the worst-hit Idukki dis-
trict subsided, reducing the out-
flow of water from both the Mul-
laperivar and Idukki dams. By
and large, the sky was clear in
many placeson Monday.

Butthe overpoweringstench
that hung in the air in several
major settlements was a
reminder that the full toll of the
deluge, which Vijayan has esti-
mated to be nearly Rs 19,200
crore, will take more time to
Emerge.

More than 100,000 people in
relief campswere below 15 years
of age. “The government will
provide free plumbing, electric
works, "the CM said, addingthat
sanitation work hadbegunin10
town and 40 local bodies.

He also announced special
honours for the state's fisher-
men, whohavebeen universally
lauded for their bravery in res-
cue operations. The state gov-
ernment said each fishing boat
would get 3.000 rupees ($43) for
eachday of work.

The Centre, which declared
the flood “calamity of severe
nature”, said it will rush 50,000

tonmes of more food.
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BANKS MAY RESTRUCTURE LOANS

Insurance furms

looka

SUNNY VERMA & GEORGE MATHEW
NEW DELHI,MUMBAI, AUGUST 20

INSURANCE! COWANTES expect the claims

from people affected by the floods to be up-

wards of Rs 1,000 crore while banks are likely
tocome mnmﬁﬂoanresh-ucturmgpadtages
industry officials said.

The central government on Monday ex-
empted customs duty and inter-state taxes on
relief material for Kerala. “India stands with
Keralain this hourof need. The central govern-
mentis exempting basiccustoms duty and IGST
for the consignmentsof aidand relief materials
being despatched orimported from abroad,”
tweeted Finance Minister Piyush Goyal.

The State Level Bankers' Committee {SLBC),
which is expected to meet soon, is setto evolve
a coordinated action plan for implementing
the relief programme in collaboration with
state government authorities.

“We're expecting overRs 1000 crore claims
from Kerala. This will mostlybe from lossesin
motor, crop, property and animal husbandry,”
atop official of a public sector insurance com-
pany said, after a meeting of insurance com-
panies to assess the darnage.

Banksare expecting restructuring of loans
in the initial period, while non-resident de-
posits are expected toincrease torebuild prop-
erty destroyed by the floods. The claims are
likely to be higher this time of the year due to
stocking up by retail and autormobile show-
rooms ahead of the festive season.

Four Kerala-based banks are expected to
take ahit asloan repaymentsmay slow down.
However, there may not be animmediateim-
pactas the borrowers may get moratoriumof
upto twoyearsonrepaymentsin case oflong-
term loans, Banks and insurance companies
have also announced waiverofhigher interest
ratesonloans inthe stateand penalties on de-
lay in premium payments.

Astherepaying capadty of the people gets

OVEI' B2\
_00-cr claims

affected due to disruption of their economic
activitiesand loss of assets, reliefinloanrepay-
ment, by restructuring the existing loan, may
become necessary. “All short-term loans, ex-
- ceptthosewhichare overdue at thetime of oc-
currence of natural calamity, should be eligi-
. ble for restructuring. The principal amountof
theshort-term loan as well as interest due for

= mpaymentmmeyearofommufﬂmmt—

- ural calamity may be converted into term
- loan;" says the RBI circular on relief measures
inareas hit by natural calamities.

A maximum repayment period of up to
twoyears(incuding meratoriumperiod of one
year)is likely to be allowed if the loss is be-
tween 33 per centand 50 per cent. If the crop
lossis 50 per centor more, repayment period
may be extended up to five years (including
one year moratorium petiod), “In all restruc-
tured loan accounts, moratorium period of at
least one year shotild be considered. Banks
shouldnotinsiston additional collateral secu-
rity for such restructured loans,” says the RBL

The Life Insurance Corporation has formed
a special team for speedy settlement of indi-
vidual life policies and claims under the
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana.

“Kerala contributes around 34 per centto
overall loans anddeposits for the banking sys-
temn. There are four regional bankswhich have
a high share of dependence on this state,
DhanlaxmiBank, South Indian Bank, Catholic
Syrian Bank and Federal Bank have 35-65 per
centof their loans and 50-75 per cent of their
deposits coming from Kerala” Kotak Securities
said ina note on Monday.

Financial services firms Jefferies said the
floods will lead to recovery delays and losses
for banks, espedially in agriculture loans, home
loansand creditmicro, small and mediumen-
terprises.

The RBI's master circular on relief meas-
ures says banks can also grant consumption
loan up to Rs 10,000 to existing borrowers
without any collateral.
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Ist phase of rescue over, now

SHAJUPHILIP

- CHENGANNUR,AUGUST 20

Mondayannounced that the firstphaseofthe L

KERALA CHIEF Minister Pinarayi Vijayan

rescue mission was over and said the next

' phase would look into intensifying relief and
rehabilitation. He, however, added thatrescue

efforts would remain active and anyone in
need would be served. Defence forces too

| started scaling down their operation code-
: mamed "Madad",

ﬂﬁﬁzghtopemuonsatcﬂdun]memm

.- Afrport remain suspended. small-sized pas-

senger aircraft began services from the naval

* baseinKochi. Railand road traffichas been re-
| stored across Kerala, although afew long-dis-
' tance trains remained suspended.

- The number of people inrelief camps went

' upfrom9lakhon Sundayto 121akh. The death

toll from August 8 rose to 214 after seven bod-
ies were recovered from flood-ravaged and
landslide-hitareas. Thirty-two people are still

fosire, 1
In a press meet, Vijayan said that on

: August 17,over 82,000 people had been res-

-focus on relief, rehab CM

Az
Pinarayi Vijayan

cued and on Monday, this had come down
to just over 600.

~ Thenumber of divingteams deployed was
reduced to51. Norequests for air rescue were
received: however, naval aircraft conducted 35
air serties amounting to 62 hours of flying
mainly for air dropping relief material,

_ Vijayan said that despite water receding
from many areas, houses remained uninhab-
itable preventing the return of many rescued
families Rehabilitation measureswould bein-

- tensified, said the chief minister.

Pathanamthitta collectorPB Nooh said that
rescue missionwas over in his district
#* "There are adequate provisions to ensure
supply to relief camips. Food and provisions
would be given to farnilies which are stayingin
the flooded houses,” he said. Ernakulam col-
lector Muhammed Y Safeerulla said all
stranded were rescuied in the district
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Goa seeks arrest
of K’taka ofﬁaals

Gerard de Souza
« EtersEhindustantimes com

l

PANAJI: Goahas sought arresf of
Karnatakagovernmentofficials
forallegedly “disobevingand vio-
lating" the Mahadayi Interstate
Water Disputes Tribunal order
regardingtheriver’swater shar-
ing. Tt has accused Karnataka of
divertingwaters from the Mhadei
basin even before the tribunal
pronounced its awardlast week.

Goa filed a disobedience peti-
tion under the Civil Procedure
Codeat the Tribunal in New Delhi
on Monday, “We have filed a
prayer for the arrest of the offi-
cials of Karnataka, who are
involved inthese violations and
attachment of the properties of
the state of Karnataka,” said
Goa's advocate general Datta-
prasad Lawande. Karnataka's
response was not immediately
available.

Goahas accused Karnataka of
violating the tribunal’s injunc-
tion disallowingthe diversion of
watersuntilthefinalaward was
granted. Karnataka wasdirected
in August 2008 not to divert or
utilise the waters of Mahadayi
Riverduringthe pendency of the

hearings. “Thediversion granted
Karnataka isnot an absolute
~reliefgranted tothestate of Kar-
nataka, when... the order of
injumetion passed by thetribunal
will continue tobeoperativeand
stand vacated/revokedonly after
Karnataka prepares revised
project reports for consumptive
useswithin thebasinand allman-

_ datoryclearances areobtainedas
perthelaw,”said Go'sadditional
solicitor general AtmaramNad-

Goahasalsosoughttheconsti-
tution of the Mahadayi Water
Management Authority to
approve, monitor and implement
thediversionofwaters.

The tribunal had last week
pronounced itsawardon the divi-

Fsion of watersoftheriver, which
originates in Karnataka, flows
through Maharashtra before
entering Goa. The water dispute
datesbackto1985.

The tribunal awarded Karna-
taka13.42 TMC (thousand million
cubie feet) water, including 8.02
TMCfor power generationand 5.5
TMCfor diversion toKarnataka's
Malaprabha basinforirrigation.
Goawas opposed toany diversion
from the Mahadayibasin.
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‘fimes a year. | can-
anpathise WIﬂ:l A

Large-scale ﬂevastaﬂou

“Looking at the large-scale ok
devastation ’GE_U_S__E_L‘! by the
flood, ‘our = confribution

might look meagre. But we

sincerely feel the intense suf-
ferings caused to the people
and the mammoth task of
~ rehabilitation that Kerala fac-

-es. We can very well internal-

Jise the pain perpetrated by
‘the flood to the people of

" Kerala as the people of As-

sam face such kind of fm'yev-
ery year,” he said. :

“His Nagaland counterpart
Neiphiu Rio said: “We stand
in solidarity with the people
of Kerala. Even as both the

a
Covering L., YIS

5 move towards a sa

‘Boﬁd cif Iﬁdianness“' 3

_ His gesture earned applause -

“from 'BJP’s national general
‘secretary Ram Madhav. “Ges-

" ture by a State which itsélf is

“facing nature’s fury. Remem-
‘ber Nagaland is at the other
corner of India and strug-
gling with rain. What con-

nects is the bond of Indian-
ness and a heart that goes

Umon (AASU) has appreciat-

: _' “ed Prime Minister Narendra

‘Modi’s instant package of

~ 500 crore for flood-hit Kera-

la. But it resented the “step-
‘motherly treatment” by New

* Delhi towards Assam, which

has been ezpemnmngﬂoods
regulaﬂy smce 1950. :

‘Louk at us tnﬂ’ i

" “The Vice Pmmdent {Ven :

i{alah ‘Naidu] is believed 1o
‘have said that the govern-

" ment has declared the Kerala

flood as a calamity of a sev-
g Siven its intensity
and magnitude. That’s good

_'-for Kerala, but the govern-

The All Assam Students '

M.P.Chronicle
Az (Hindi) -
Indian Nation

"Nai Duniya«{Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

ould 00
4 Lurmjyoﬂ Gogox, AASU gen-

eral secretary, told The Hin-
du. “Floods have destroyed
Assam’s  agriculture-based
‘economy’ and thousands of
p&ople have lost land due to
ems;on_ Former Chief Minis-
ter Tarun Gogoi had come
‘out with an advertisement a
decade ago saying the Centre
has acknowledged Assam’s
floods as a national problem,
~which was proved to be un-
true;” Mr. Gogoi said.
~“Assam has peﬂlaps suf—
fered more than the rest of
India on account of floods.
But it seems the Centre
‘thinks we are too used to
floods to be glven attennnn
"he sald i
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The prescriptions for the Ghats

Amid Kerala floods, Madhav Gadgil says his 2011 ecology suggestions may have limited scale of disaster.
What did his report say, and why did states object, leading to another panel that made new suggestions?

AMITABHSINHA

PHNE AUGUST 20

THE FLOCDS in Kerala have brought the fo-
s back onan almost forgotten 2011 report
on the Western Ghats that had made a set of
recommendations for preserving the ecology
and hiodiversity of the fragile region along
the Arabian Sea coast. Irs lead author, Pune-
haser] ecologmst Madhav Cadgil. has publicly
arguad that had the report's suggestions been
implemented by the concerned state govern-
mients, the scale of disaster in Keralawould
nof have heen &5 huge asitis. Alook at some
of the main recommendations of the Gadgil
report, how these were substantially relased
by a subsequent comimittee bad by space sc-
ennist K Kastuniangan, and whether impie-
mentation of the first report would have
macde any difference o the Keralacrisis:

Why was the Cadgil Committee setup?

In February 2010, then Environment
Minister lairam Ramesh arended a public
meeting in Kotagin in Tamil Nadu organised
mainly by those associated with Save the
Westemn Ghats group. Speakers pointed to
threats 1o the acosysterm from construction,
mining, industries, real estate. and hy-
dropower, After the mesting, Ramesh sat up
the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel un-
der Cadgil The panel was asked to make an as-
sessmentof theecology and biodiversity of the
Westemn Ghats and suggest measures to con-
sesve, profect and rejuvenate the entire range
that strerches o over 1500km along the Loast,
with its footprints in Geygaral, Maharashtra,
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Machu,

What did the Gadgil Committee say?

It defined the boundaries of the Western
Ghats for the purposes of scological manage-
ment. The total area in this boundary came to
129,037 square km, runningabout 1490 km
north to south, with & maximum width of
210 km in Tamil Nadu and minimum of 48
lemm Maharashitra, It proposed that this en-
tire area be designated 45 ecologically sensi-
rive area (ESA ). Withm this area, smaller re-
mons were 10 be identified as ecologically
sensitive zones (ESZ}L 1 or 1l based an their
existing condition and nature of threat. It
proposed todivide the area into about 2,200
grids, each approximately 9 km = 9km, of

Rescue worlers after a landslide in Palakkad last week. P

which 75 per cent would fall under ESZ [or
1l or under already existing protected areas
suchaswildlife sanctuaries or natural parks.

ltrecommended:
® Ban on cultivation of genetically modified
inl eriire ared
® Plastic bags to be phased out in three years
WMo newspedal economic zonesor hill sta-
rons to be allowed
@ Ban on conversion of public lands to pri-
vate lands,and endiversion of forest land for
non-farest purposes in ESZ Tand It
MNonewmining licencesinESZ 1 and llarea
WNonewdams inESZ|
W No new thermal power plants or large
scale wind power projects in ESZ |
A No new polluting industries in ESZ [ and
ESZ [T areas
|No reew railway lines or major reads in ESZ
land I areas
M Smict regulation of tourism
| Cumulative impact assessment for all new
projects like dams, mines, tourism, housing
WlPhase-autof all chermical pesticides wirhin
five to eight yearsin ESZ 1 and ESZ11

The committee proposed a Western
Ghats Ecology Authority to regulate these
activities in the area,

What was the need for the subsequent

i Committee?

None of the six concermed states agreed
with the recommendations of the Gadgil
Committee, which submitted its repart in
August 2011 (its official public release was
cancelied ) Suggestions and comments Were
received from a number of athers aswell. In
August 2012, then Environment Minister
Jayanthi Nataraian constituted a High-Level
‘Working Group on Western Ghats under
Kasturirangan to “examine” the Gadgil
Committee report in a “holistic and muld-
disciplinary fashion in the light of responses
received” from states, central ministries and
others. This committee submitted its repart
mApril 2013,

Is reportrevealed that of the nearly 1,730
responses it had examined, 1% were not in
favour of the Cadgil recommendations. In
particular, Kerala had objected to the pro-
posed ban on sand mining and quarrying, re-
sirictions on transport infrastructure and
wind energy projects, embargos on hydro-
electric projects, and inter-basin transfer of
river waters, and also the complete ban on
new polluting industries.

So, what did the Kasturirangan
Committee say?
It broadened the definition of Western

Ghats andincluded atotal of 164,280 square
kmimit It thenclassified it as comprising cul-
tural landscape and nagural landscape. It said
nearly 50% ofthe Westarn Chats was cultural
landscape, where human settlements, agri-
culture and plantations existed. The remain-
ing was natural landscape, of which the “bi-
ologically nch” area was only 37% or 2bout
G0,000 s k. it was only this part that the
commirtee said needed to be classified as
ecologically sensitive area(ESA)

Its main recommendations fof ESA
W Ban on mining quarrying and sand mining
@ Mo new thermal power projects, but hy-
dra power projects allowed with restrictions
& Ban on new polluting industries
& Building and construction projects up tu
20,000 sq m was o be allowed but town-
ships were Lo be banned
& Forest diversion could be allowed with ex-
rra safepieands

What was finally decided?

Last year, the Environment Ministry no-
tified an areaof 56,285 sq km in the Western
Chars as ESA. This was slightly less than the
59940 sq km recommended by the
Kasturirangan commities, In Kerala. spedt-
ically, the Kasturirangan committee had pro-
posed an area of 13,108 square km as partof
ESA. This was brought down 10 9,993.7 sg km
arthe insistence of Kerala government.

Would implementation of the Cadgil
repart have lessened the impact of the
Kerala floods?

The Kerala disaster essentially has been
caused by extreme rainfall. Since the 2013
Uttarakhand flooding, such exreme rainfall
events have led to one disaster-|ike situation
in India every year. The Gadgil report was
submnitred in 2011, Even if the state govern-
mients had begun implementing the recom-
mendations in ail seriousness immediately
thereafter, it is nor dear whatactvities would
have stopped. What Gadgil seems to be argu-
ing for is the need tolearn lessons from past
ragedies, and increase the resilience of dis-
aster-struck areas through sustainabie and
long-term development that would involve
minimal intervention in natural processes.
Even in the Uttarakhand disaster, uncen-
trolled construction, large hydropower
plants and deforestation were assessed to
have aided the scale of destruction.



News jtem/letter/articie/aditarial published on )’1 , yf fg in the
1

Hindustan Times Nav Bharat Times (Hindi} M.P.Chronicie
Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) - Az (Hindi)

The Times of India (N.D.) The Hindu Indian Nation

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi} ‘Nai Duniya{Hindi)
Tribune Deccan Chranicle The Hmes of India (A)
Hindustan (Hindi) Decean Herald siness standard

and documented at Bhagirsth(Englishl& Publicity Section, CWC.

Eovaring L ¥15



2LE T

T !

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)

L;;Pab Keshari (Hindi)

£ Hindu
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

News item/letter/article/editorial published on in the

M.P.Chronicle

Az} (Hindi) -

Indian Nation -

"Nai Duniyz {Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Business standard

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of india {N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)

and documented at Bhaqiralthncrhsh)& Pubbmr]/ Section, CWC.

people.

“A team 'afwmerts frorn g

the National Geophysical Re-
search Institute, headed by

thve 50 far. rescned 4 320_

HM.S. Prakash, former De- &%

puty Direcmrﬁenerai of Ge_

ological Survey of India, has
started geotechnical studies
in areas where there have
been la.nds].rps. ;

Sanitation drive

Relief Commissioner Ganga- -
ram Baderia said the district "
administration is workingon  :

e fighe Pt
1n tough terrain: Karnataka State Reserve Police involved in

rescue 11'1 Kudagu district on Monday. #SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Revanna throws blscmts

combating the outbreak of :

diseases and is ensuring
cleanliness and hygiene.

‘For the sanitation drive,
additional staff have been
. ~deployed from other cities,

including 300 pourakarmi-
kas from the Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike, be-
sides sever health
inspectors and engineers.

| “Toilets rushed
Bio-toilets and mobile toilets

are being rushed to relief @

centres while the district ad-
ministration has taken mea-

sures to ensure supply of :

i clean drinking water to the
villages.
A decision has been taken

1o provide employment op-

portunities for the displaced
under the MGNREGA
scheme and also involve
them in clearing debris.

spnc:.u. cokamspnnnsm
'E H\SSAV
: A video clip of Karnataka
¢ Public Works Minister H.D.
: Revanna ‘throwing biscuit
: packets 1o flood victims at
: Ramanathapura in Arkalgud
: taluk has gone viral, = -
. Asthevideo went viral on
. social media platforms, ma-
i my people took serious ex-
: ception to his conduct. The
i Minister has been accused
of being insensitive and ar-
: rogant. Mr. Revanna, who is
i also Minister in charge of
Hassan, wisited 'a relief
. centre at Ramanathapura
: on Saturday and provided
packets of milk, biscuits and
: -other products to the vic-
: tims. In the wideo clip, the
i Minister is"seen throwing
biscuit packets at flood-af-
: fected people gathered in a

to victims, lands in a row

relief centre. Around 200 fa-
milies of Ramanathapura

-are affected by the flood.

AT. Ramaswamy, Arkal-
gud MLA who was also pre-
sent at the relief centre, ex-
pressed regret over the
incident on Monday. “It was
unintentional. That day Mr.
Revanna was in a hurry 1o
leave for Kodagu to monitor
relief work,” he said.

BJP demands apology
The Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party has demanded
that Mr. Revanna apologise
for allegedly showing “dis-
respect”.

In a press release here,
BJP State general secretary
N. Ravi Kumar said the Mi-
nister would not have acted
in this manner if he really
had concern for the victims.

o Kodagu
- plantations

was terrifying as the entire

disappear

i R, KRISHNA KUMAR

: swrimpm

. Asthe spectacle of destruc-
- tion unfolds in the flood-

ravaged district of Kodagu,

where more than 5,000

people have been evacuat-

- -ed to relief centres, those

displaced are waking up to

- the reality of a new crisis,

the magnitude of which is

& yet to sink in: their liveli-
¢ hoodin the future.

The camps are teeming

: - with owners and workers

dependent on coffee plan-
tations, many of which no

; Tonger exist.

Having lost their proper-

. ' ty, the owners have to start

from scratch. “The entire

| swathe of land around my
- house, and the property of

my aunt and the staff quar-

ters, have been flattened,

and there is nothing left
atop the hills,” said Gana-
pathi of iggodiu near Ma-
dapura, who evacuated his
family members and work- -
ers in the nick of time. '~

Recalling the dance of

destruction, he said: It

hillock seemed ‘to roll

i down, the earth split wide
: open as a torrent of mud

slid down at tremendous
speed.”

There is large-scale de-
vastation of coffee and car-
damom plantations
around Makkandur, Muku-
dlu, Mandalpatti, Hatti-

hole, Kandankolli, Madap-

ura, Madenad, Sampaje,
Kiggodiu and other places,
where the estates are as

good as lost for ever.
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apart: A bridg zhat as damaged Le mﬁuods at Tadavai wliage in West Gudavan
7 dJStrICt on Manday : IS‘PECIA.LAHRP.NEEMHIT i 5

Water-‘]evel 111 the Godavan

continues to increase steadlly

ek
STAFF REPORTER '
EAKINADA

With the water ]e\relm the

Godavari increasing steadily,

| the revenue and the police
i officials of the East and the
West Godavari districts were
on high alert on Monday and

| shifted their attention to re-

locating the residents of low-
lying areas to safer places,

restoring the road trafficand

power supplymthe \nllnera-
ble places. ;

3y Monday evening ﬂ:l
water level was 14.3 feet ar
% the Dowleswaram barra'ge,
‘prompting the officials to re-
‘tain the second warning le-
el In all, 13.71 1akh cusecs
- was discharged into the Bay

I

Covering L, YIS ”()fBengamem the barrage.

Movement of vehicular traf-
fic was suspended on the
barrage since the morning.

‘Washed away
A farmer was washed away
in the Gedavari while 19
managed to swim back to
e shore near Mummidiva-
ram in the morning, when a
¢ group of farmers left for Gu-

:-Steps 0£1 o rel@ca‘te msxdemq of lcrw Iymg areas to safer places

650 devotees tr apped
in temple rescued

WUI.APUD! smmw;s d
VITAYAWADA
‘Nearly =650 - devotees
" trapped in floods at the Gub-
bala Mangamma temple in
‘Buttayagudem village in
- West Godavari district were
rescued by the National Dis-
- ‘aster Response Force, the
10t Battalion, the A.P. State
Disaster Response and Fire
Services, the ITDA and-the
police on Monday.
The devotees visited the
ble on Sunday and

e

Tajapulanka island to take
care of their cattle.

The country-made boat in
which they were travelling
-capsized in the return jour-
ney. A major tragedy was
-averted since the boat was
close to the shore and all of
them knew swimming. Nalla
Buchi Maheswara Rao, ho-
wever, was washed away in

SR

trapped there due to flash
floods in the Kondavagu and
other rivalets which were in
spate due fo continnous
downpour in the hilly areas.
.48 the water did not re-
cede till late in the night, the
pilgrims stayed put at the
temple. Officials could not
take up any rescue opera-
tions immediately due to
the heavy rain.

On Monday, they reached
the temple by boats and res-
ed the devotees.

i

the ‘currents and efforts
were on to locate him.

This ‘incident prompted
the officials to suspend the
operations of country-made
boats all over the district. In
the absence of mechanised
boats, residents in the low-
Iying areas and island villag-
es faced severe hardship
during the day.
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L as one,”

Ifsa ca]annty of a

NEW DELHI
The Centre has sald that the

Kerala floods were a “calam- -
ity of severe mature for all
keep- -

practical purposes”,
ing in view the intensity and
magnitade of the floods and

2 the landslips.

Minister ‘of State for
Home Kiren Rijiju said the
floods were being treated as
a natural calamity of severe

. nature but there was noth-
© ing to declare it as one.

“Whes the situation be-
comes unprecedented and
extremely difficult to handle
in a normal rescue and relief
operation we treat it that
way [as natural calamity of
severe nature]. And in Kera-
la we have already treated it
Mr. Rijiju told The
Hindu.

A letter, dated August 16
sent by the Disaster Manage-
ment division of the Union
Home Ministry to the Rajya
Sabba Secretariat said the

-Eftsevere natu\l;g Centre

| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT \2\

KirenRijiju =

same, “Itis to inform that as

per information received

from the State Government

of Kerala, 247 human lives

‘have been reported lost and
17,343 houses/huts  have

been reported damaged due
to the floods/landslides in
the Srate during south-west
monsoon 2018. Keeping in
view of the ntensity and
magnitude of floods /land-
slides in Kerala, this is a ca-
lamity of a severe nature,”
the MHA letter said.
‘Meanwhile, the National
Crisis Management Commit-
tee met for the fifth time to
review the rescue and relief
operations in the State.
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| qng - Karnataka s seeks\
_;:_'_tful share in water allocation >w/\

State had been facing water stress for decades says Water Resources Minister

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

Seeking its r;ghl‘ﬁ.]l share for
Karnataka in water 'a]loca

tion as part of Tiver inter-.

linking, Water Resources Mi-
nister D.K. Shivakumar on
Monday said that the State
‘had been faemgwaﬁer stress
for decades on account of
demands for Elrmkmg water
and irrigation.

Speaking during the 15th
‘meeting of the Special Com-

mittee for Inter Linking of

RNE[&heid in New Delhi, he
said that the State had been

denied of its :1gh1:ﬁ,11 share
from the transferred water—

from surplus basins under

the Inter Linking of Rivers the 2
Scheme. He said that the by

State had a large Drought
prone  Areas
(DPAP) and Desert D.eve_lop-

mg water stress for decades.
‘hac

Programme

D.K. Shivakumar

ment Programme (DDP)
areas which have been faca

He r:lted examples of huw
the State got lnwer a]loca

 tions, including from the ?

Krishna basin, where it got

07 tmcft against the 1,012
tmc& it demanded, Cauvery
284.75 tmcft against a
emand of 465 tmeft) and
_Mahadayi basin (1342 tmcft

Mr. S];jy'a’huﬁ_a: said that
to the government’s sur-
‘prise, the State was com-
Pletely left out in the 2010 re-
‘port on assessment of
surplus water for transfer to
deficit river basin under Pe-
ninsular River Development
by National Water Develop
‘ment Agency.

‘The State government in

. several letters to Ministry of
1- - Water Resources and Nation-

- al Water Development Agen-
cy has been persistently urg-
mg them to restore its share

in the diverted/transferred :
water from links under the |
Peninsular River Develop- :
ment. ; ‘

In the modified link pro- :
posal of the Mahanadi-Goda- :
vari-Krishna-Cauvery-Vaigai- :
Gundar river, the State was -

- again not considered for al- -

location. The allocation
made by National Water De- |
velopment Agency without !
consulting all basin states of :
the Cauvery and the Krishna :
is arbitrary,” he said. :

The State would be forced !
to approach the Union go- -
vernment for the constitu- :
tion of a tribunal if its inter- |
ests were mot taken care of :
by the National Water Deve- -
lopment Agency in deciding :

water share under the river

he |

2

inter-linking proposals,
said
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IMD State has wrmessed 42% above normal mons

‘me SHARMA
| TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

| NEW DELHI, aIlGUST 20

 Kerala received almost 170
i pereentmnremonsaonmms. i
than normal this month 1l

August 17 and 42 per"eeza:t

exeessmtheentn*e. une-

September season to date.
| Thecontinued “exceptional
and unprecé'dented”: ‘heavy
¢ rainfall in catchment areas
. compelled the authorifies
" resort to ‘heavy seleases
dmvnstreammto*ﬁhemers-——
resulting in overflowing of all
river banks,” says the IMD.

The last time the coastal 3

state saw rains higher than
| this was in 1931 when it
‘received 175 per cent excess

rains according to IMD's 143

year-old record since 1875,
said IMD’s Additional Direc-
General  Mrityunjay
M Apatra. “Rainsduring the
| entire monsoon season in the
state (between June 1 to
' Angust 19) have been “excep-
tionally high and totally
unprecedented”, he says.
Kerala has so far received
2,346.6 mm against normal of
| 1,649.5 mm — above normal
by 42 per cent—the highestin
Idukki (92 per cent above nor-
 mal)and Palakkad (72 per cent
above normal), Bétween
August 1 and 19 it received,
758.6 mm rains against a nor-
I mal of 2876 mm. Rains in

month

nsmceJune

An aerial view of flooded aréas'of Keraia--on Monday. The weather office said rain is likely to subside. 1|

Juneand Julywere 15 per cent
and 18 per cent above the nor-
mal,respechve]y Hmvaﬂhe
exceptionally high increasein
infensity between August 8
and August 16 took everyone
by surprise. “Due to the above
normal rains till July-end, all
of major 35 odd reservoirs
storage was close to the full
reservoir level with no buffer
storage 1o accommodate
heavy inflows from August 10.

“Continued  exceptional
heavy rainfall in August (with
170 per cent above normal so
far) in the eatchment areas
had compelled the authori-

ties to resort to heavy releas-
es downstream into the
rivers, Such a scenario that
continued for almost a week
caused overflowing of all riv-
er banks leading to wide-
spread flooding almost all
over the state” the IMD said.
Mohapatra assured that
rain activity would come
down in the next five days.
According to Skymet, orog-
raphy plays a key role in the
quantum of rains in Kerala
with a stretch of 450 km of
north-south orientation with

sea shore on one side and
_ mountain range on the other,

In 2014, which was a drought
wear, Kerala received 6 per
cemtsurplus and during “nor-
mal rain” year of 2016, it wit-
messed a drought and 34 per
‘cent deficiency, it said.
However, environmentalists
assert side effects of climate
change can no longer be
ignored. “Around the world
the extreme weather events
‘have increased.  Climate
change impacts are fill blown
and, on top of it, there are
many man-made causes,” said
Chandra Bhushan, ‘deputy
director general, Centre for
Science and Environment,
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Water conservation impacts

power output from Bhakra

Vijay MoHAN
THRIBUNE, Nzwssxmfms WY
CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 20 5F
The Bhakra Beas ‘Manage-
ment Board (BBMB) has
saved a sizeable volume of
water to deal with crisis result-
ing from severely depleted
storage in dams, even as pow-
er generation al the Bhakrd :
dam took a hit. - ; :

Officials of the BBMB said
following restrictions imposed
on the release of water from
dams, regulating water supp
in canal network and harnes
ing rain from tributaries and
rivulets downstream from o
dams, about 2.5 lakh msec",
days of water could be con:
served in reservoirs, e

“Thistranslatesto one footof :
water spread over  Iakh acres
or toughly 10 per cent af
Bhakra's total storage capaci-
v, a senior official said.

Power output at Bhakra was
just 384 million units (MU) in
July, which is about half of the

| 384 Million Units
Poweroutput at Bhiakra in July

illion Units)in 2013 was the

past 10 year average. The
highest output in July since
2007 was 893 MU in 2013 and
the Jowest output for this
month sinee 2007 was 407

lghest outpiin Julysince 2007

therelease of water from dams
10 meet requirements of the
states in the coming months,
At a technical committee
meeting held here on Monday,
the BBMB authorities told the
member states of Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi and Rajasthan
that the sforage in the Bhakra
dam had risen to 58 per cent of
b ey its total capacity on August 20,
- #6Bhakra is primarily which though outside the crit-
“an irrigation project ical zone, is still not ‘very com-
and power generation fortable.” The storage had fall-
is secondary. Ourfirst en to as low as 18 per cent
concern is water for earlier this year.
~irrigation and drinking. “Despite the recent rains, the
Since outflows were inflow into Bhakra is about
reduced to conserve g:ﬂglﬂymm mm 3
S e dry patiern, ca
ey -genemon-" gory of mflow in terms of vol-
ume,” a BBMB official said.
- “Some rain is still predicted by
o i ~ the Weather Department in the
‘units 4n 2011, Though the coming days and according to
waterlevel in importantreser- our estimation, the storage by
voirs in the region has theendofthefilling seasonthan
improved, the BBMBwillcon- ~ ends in September may not go
tinyetoimposeresirictionson  beyond 70 per cent.” he added.
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Need Rs 21 000 cr & cess Kerala Finance Mjmstf'r\

TheFinance Minister, whoisoverseeingre-
Tief work in Alappuzha district, said the state
will also have to make “corrections in the de-
velopment trajeciory” in the futureand *focus
on the toll that development takes on the en-
vironment”,

Isaac said he would approach the GST
Coungil for permission on infroducing a cess,
giventhe newnulesunderthe one-tax regime.
Earlier, there was the National Calamity
Contingency Fund (NCCF), which was intro-
duced afterthe Gujaratearthquake of 2001, he

' gaid. Butthe NCCF hassincebeenmerged with
| National DisasterResponse Fund, he said.

Asked if the state would ask the Centre to

iewafornmbmsmgﬁnancnairesomms.,

- Isaac said: “That hope is gone because of the

GST. Twill haveto approach the GST Coundl to

* permitustolevyacessunder GST sothatad-
' -thonah&mmcescanbeco]]ected :

Pamungmtﬂmtﬂmsiztegavmmenmuﬂ
hmmplace:ts ‘ﬁxllfocus"onreconsnuc—

.‘l:lOIl.ﬂIEFmancs Muuﬁﬂsald."lheﬁrstﬁ)mg

wewill have thtakeupisthe reconstruction of
roads, which have suffered extensive damage.
We are going to do it immediately. The cost

- woulld easily be Rs 10,000 crore. Secondly, it

wouild be the construction of houses —around
1 lakhhouseshave beenseverely damagedand
the state government will have to spend Rs 4

‘Jakh oneach. If's a huge amount of money. In

Kerala, it'snotpossible todoa hotchpotchjob.
The restoration of electricity and water con-

necnomlselfmu]d costRs 2,000 crore.”

‘Isaacwhoisa senior CPI(M)MLA, said the

; éemndmajorcmnponentaftheﬁnannal cost

would be the completion of a “package for

‘Kuttanad” in Alappuzha, which is one of the -
- worst-affected areas. “This will require Rs

2,000 crore and the afforestation programme
woulld costancther Rs 3,000 crore. The kind of
flash floods Kerala has just faced has proved
thatthe absorption capacity of river basinsand
lmdhastcberestoredWehavemputmef-

M .P.Chronicle
Aa_J_ (Hindi)
Indian Nation’

"Nai Duniya {Hindi)

The Times of india (A)
Business standard

fortsforﬂlat,tm"hesald £ u
According tolsaac, the central t
will have to come up with “some uni n-

‘tional response™ to release funds underyari-

ousschemes. Forinstance, Isaacsaid, state
will seek changes inrules for the Centre
{ease funds under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana for puccahouses, too,“They will havvetn
tweak somerules,” hesaid.

“The state expectsmuiltilateral agenues to

‘assist, too. This is a perfect example of the im-

pact of climate change and deterioration in

“ecological balance. Alotofpeaplehaueshcwn
interest. | hope the World Bank, UN agendies

and other soft lending firms will be sympa-
thetic to the state’s requirement now,” Isaac
said, The state will also have torely on “some
innovative ways" and “outside resources” for
construction material, the Finance Minister
said, “However, the construction process will
create employment opportunities which, in
turn, will accelerate growth,” Isaacsaid. /
\
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Kerala’s doom?

Keralahasbeen
asking for waterlevel
inMullaperiyar dam
toberesmricted o136
fttoavoiddam f_aﬂl_?yi

5 G Vomb

e finods in Kerala are un-
. precedented and clearly,

a national disaster. In the
midst of this disaster, there is
{ear for the structural safety of
the Mullaperiyar dam on'the

Perivarriver: Madras Engineers’

ColonelJohn Pennyw:mck com-
menced construction of this
damin 1887, anditwas commis-
sionedin1895. This gm'wrydarn
was considered an engineering
marvel of those times.

With the dam’s catchment
areaentirelywithin present-day
Teerala, it divertssome gfthewa-
tereastwards into Tamil Nadu's
Vaigairiver. Thisissupperted by
an agreement of 1586 between
the British Madras Presidency
and the kingdom of Travancore
that gave Madras Presidency
rights over “all the waters” of
Mullaperiyarreservoirtorelieve
drought in southern Madras
Presidency. Today, eventhough
located in Kerala, Mullaperiyar
damismaintained andoperated
b Tarnil Nado.-

The designed water storage
level of this 133-vear-old, 173 ft
high dam s 142 ft. Itisreported
thatthis storage level may have
been exceeded in the current
flood situation, because the in-
flow from fhe catchment into
the reservoir exceeds the out-
flew over the spillway and after
upermgaﬂmedamshucegates
"*This constitutes a threat to the
dam structure, especialty if wa:
ter rises tonear or over thesap.
This may lead to catastrophic
failure pfthe dem if the ongoing
rainfall in the catchment does
notabate, Already, the full-scale
relenseofwater from Mullaperi-
varand 32 other damsin Kerala
has cansed ar exacerbated the
heavy floodinginthestate.

Butapartirom the possibility
of catastrophic failure, follow-
ing a technical inspection by
the chairman, Central Water
Cammission, thewater levelwas
lowered from the full water level
of 152 [t 1o 142 ft and again 10

1136 f, But following certain rec-
ommended strengthening and
repairmeasures, themaximum
storagelevel wasagainraised to
142 ft by Tamil Nadu,

Kerala hes been asking that
the water level be restricted 1o
136 ft since the dam isvery old
andmaynetbeabletowithstand
greater hydraulic pressure,
leading to dam failure and cat-

hic downstream disaster.

Tralso has alleged that there are
leaksandcracksin the structure.

However, Tamil Nachu, which

operates the dam, has been
insisting on maintaining wa-
ter at 142 fr, obviously sinee it
can then getmare water into
Vaigai river, This difference of
perspective, namelydam safety
{Kerala) verbus water availabil-
ity (Tamil Nadu) wasreferred
to the Supreme Court, Further,
on accotmtof the damsage and
its structural condition, Kerala
advocates dismantlingofMulla-
perivardamand construction of
anew dam downstream.

Effective reservoir man-
agement demands that dams
have adequatestorage capacity
before heavy inflow begins, by
discharging wates o lower the
storage level, This can be done
onlywhenthereissdentfic fore-
casting. But according to Sotth
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers
andPepple,“theunprecedented
finods and dam water releases
also raise questions about flood
forecasting and advance action -
by Central Water Commis-
sion (CWG), India’s only flood
forecasting agency. When we
see CWC's FFPwebsite, we are
shocked to find that CWC has
absalutely no flood forecasting
sites, nejther level forecasting
nor inflow forecasting [for Ker-
ala]. CWGC has only flood moni-
toring sitesin Kerala."

This serious shortcoming
has resulted in panic release of
warer and heavy loss of life and
property. besidesraisingtherisk
of Mullaperiyar dam fatlure,

On August 16, 2018, accept-
ingthe grave flood simation in
“Keraly, theapexcourtagreedta
hearapleasecking the Centre’s
mediztion between Kerala and
Tamil Nadu governments on
theissue of the warer crossing
the 142 fi level, Clearly, the fail-
ure of the dam, which can be
disastrous for as many asthree
million peoplets now secnas
possibility that cannot be dis’
missed, The 5C lias asked that
the water level be reduced by 3
fi 10139 fr, and added that judg-
e5were not experts 1o frame a
disaster management plan ot
assess the dangers of water lev-
elsin Mullaperivar reservoir,

Itistobefervently prayed that
the rainfalfinMullaperfyar and
other dam catchments reduces
guickly, thereby reducing the
risk of darn failure. In the con-
textof on-going climate change
triggering extreme events such
as the extremely heavy rainfall
in Kerala and with chances of
recurmence, governments need
10 EXATINE MEASLIres Very seri-
oushyand urgenty.

These measures are; estab-
lishing adequate flood forecast-
ing stations, dismantling old
dame and simultaneously stop-
ping deforestation in the name
ofinfrastructure development.
(Thewriter retiredasAdditional
Director-General, Discipline &
Vigilance in Army Headgquar-
ters, AG s Branch)
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\Uﬁarakhand repeats |
‘How Kerala, Karnataka ignored
expertreports at their own peril®)

Bosky Khanna

E BENGALURU:; l(arnataka and
Keralahave gonetheUt-
“tarakhand way, assert noted
| ecologist Madhav Gadgil and

well-known scientist Kr-
| ishnaswamy Kasturirangan.
i Thetwo,in theirseparate
reports on the fragile West-
ern Ghats, had pressed for

| the formation of eco-sen-

sitive zones to ensure that

| abufferis maintained and

there are no calamities.

| They had stressed on

planned development, espe-
cially on the hilly terrains. -
But politicians of the two
states, besidesthe central
government, put the reports
on the backburner.

The two expertstold DH,
“Thisisa man-made disas-
ter. Instead of indulging in
corrupt practicesand clear-
ing unscientific proposals,

theland-use pattern should

| ‘have been documented. The
‘government did not learn

lessons from other states.”
“Due to pressure from
various quarters the reports
were put on the backburner,
Therainis historical and
unprecedented. Develop-
ment should not just be'real
estate. Development has

‘many aspects - clean water,
.clean air and health. Thisis
‘beingignored notjusthere

(Karnataka and Kerala) and
Uttarakhand, but all over
the country,” Gadgil said.
Kasturirangan said very
good laws exist, but are not

- strictly followed, The min-

istry of environment and
forests had setup an expert
panel in 2010 &nd entrust:
ed Gadgil with the task of
finding ways of conserving
the Western Ghats.
Gadgil’s “‘Western Ghats

Ecology Expert Panel
report in 2011 was not
implemented by the gov-
ernments. The reportof
Kasturirangan’s ‘High-Level
Working Group on Western
Ghats, in 2013, was also not
implemented.

The two had documented
theland nseand recom-
mended the formation of
eco- sensitive zones (ES5Zs).
However, the zones defined
inthetworeports were
different. The two reports
had recommended that
restrictions be imposed on
mining, quarrying, thermal
and hydel pawer plantsin
the ESZs.

Theyhad also cautioned
against heightened tourist
activities. They had pointed
outrampant encroachment
of forests, buffer zones, wet-
lands, streams and rivers,
DH NewsService
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Life oncliffedge, hterillly, in Kodagu

Theﬁsmwcmms homes, quake rumours _0 mnpound the emergency

MADIKERL: At least four = atJudupa]a un:&nduy Later; of connectivity to villages has i
persons were rescued l.hrzy visited d‘m‘gme{centmsr resulted in residents of Mour~||'- .
from Jodupala and shifted ja! aol, nadu, Bhagamandala: Berhri,
to Madenadu in Kodagu gm‘.tlirscimnl a_ud Thekkl]n, Kortammudi and NMapokln
district on Sunday. Further, unity halfandlistened ! not bcmg able to access dai-
the National Disaster Relief . Iyr ents. The district
Force has started asearch aclmuii;m‘mun has prundttl
operation to rescue 30 120 mobile tilets for the Ben-
persons stranded in thehills. efit of the peuﬂlt Over 400"
of Jodupala. peaple are provided shelters
- atMaithri Bhavan in Madikeri.
As the road from Jodupala Atotalof 1B reliefcentres have
to Madikeri is cutoff, the Dalk- - beenopened in Madileri.
shina Kannada (DK) distriet. In a moving gesture, Nithin
administration ook up res: > Bharath, a youth from Jodu-
cueoperaton. The s . pala, walked all the way frim’
were suspended on Sunday Madikeri to Jodupala, a dis-

evening. However, after Rev-

enue Minister R V Deshpande dog Sandy that was !cB.' sivhl}é
received acall froma few peo- mthehnuses 4 A
plestating that30 peoplewere ; s

still stranded m Jodupala, the:

T T urlﬂKg‘.

aperation resumed fate in the: SSEE

evening. The police. fire ser-
vice personnel, Home Guards
and local youths are giving &

helping hand to NDRF's relief . - E : ey saidl.
efforts, A total of 848 victims - teers rushed to the sporand * Sotirces said in d)e'ﬂlj Madik-
have registered at the three ook the labourerstosafety: eri Hesorr and Spa, Mehrishi
gruel gentres opened by the  Sudeep, alabourer from Bi- and his Family members weré
DKdLvmnadmuuvtranoumd har, was found trapped in the § stayin; ﬁ'wremg'theheﬂﬁﬂ'f
-}_’Spr:oplehm-elxeuprmm steepvalleyand hewas carried: days. With the rain unrelent-
shelter asthese centres: - inastretcher tothe main road. 5. ing, they were rescued and
Du;,etungmformnmnﬂn:_‘ Therescue team had to cross -~ shifted to o safer place. Later,
3 few lsbourers were rking - anoverflowing scream 38, * they retirned o Delhi; Army
shelterunderatreeinarubber o rope. The exhausted labotur- 1 : personnel were pressed into
estate at Jodupake, the NDRF' er was provided treatment it they . i = rict | nerﬁn!tn rescue the CAG and |
team, along with police, fire - at the Sampaje relief centre: wereﬁuallyshlﬁedto therelicf NmusaerD\!Sa.@nag?iaGmr— - il nf 4 ;
service personnel ind volun- “Though be had informed that. centre by evening. Heavy raim dawmtedthﬂmdsﬁﬁe— [site momhave not helped: Loss: DHNMWCE':—'i

tunee 6f 14 kit to rescue his

who was 2 guestin a private
resort near Madikerd, wis res-
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IMADIKER!I (KODAGU DIS-

TRICT): Mostofthe water bod-
ies, including the Cauvery,
Lakshmanateertha and
Harangi rivers, swelled due
to unprecedented rains in
Kodagu distriet, inundating
bridges, creating islands of
hamlets and villages.

They have flooded houses
and business establishments,

'| rendering the people help-

less, besides cansing loss of
propertyin Kodaguand Mys-
uru districts. L
Lakshmanateertha, which
originates at Irupu in Viraj-
pet taluk, was flowing in full
gloryin Hunsur town of Mys-

| uru distriet.

Lakshmanateertha joins

River Cauveryat Ramenah ai-

i of Hunsur talulc.

Pointing at the colour of
the water, which is muddy,

environmentalists say this

was evidence to the soil ero-
sion in the catchment areas
in Kodagu district. They said

therainhavocin Kodaguwas

similar to the one in neigh-
bouring Kerala and was a
result of rampant deforesta-
tion, especially over the past
onedecade.

The Cauvery river over-
flowed up to 1.5 km from its
banksin the villages of Peri-
yapatna and Somwarpet ia-
luks.

The Kolli bridge, connect-
ing Bylakuppe and Koppa
villages in Periyapatna taluk
of Mysuru district, was sub-.

merged. Farmlands and gin

ger-washing units have been
submerged under water. Lo-
cal residents said that they

‘had never seen the Cauvery.

waters reach these places
earlier. .

Cauvery River waters in-
undated low-lying buildings,
houses and farmlands in

+ Koppa town on the Bengalu-
ru-Mangaluru Highway in
Periyapatna taluk. Besides a
churchandanIdgah Maidan,
nearly 50 houses, 30 com-
mercial establishments and
over 200 acres of farmlands
have been submerged. Lo-
cal people said, on Friday
evening, the waters were
flowing on the road and it
had receeded by Saturday
mMorning.

7 —

ed before :

As restoration works are
under progress on the Ben-
galuru-Mangaluru Highway
via Madikeri, vehicles bound
forMangaluru were diverted
at the entrance of Kushalna-
gartown.

The water inundated a
residential project and oth-
er low-lying areas, including
a stretch of the Kushalna-
gar-Suntikoppa road. People
were seen pumping out wa-
ter from cellars of commer-
cial establishments. Police
personnel were regulating |

wvehiculartrafficon the wa- |

ter-logged stretches of roads.
The hanging bridge across
Cauvery River at Kanive vil- |
lage of Somwarpet taluk was |
damaged. o

DH News Service j ,
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‘No let—up
inrainine

Kodagu S

Search onfor
trapped people

' MADIKERI/JODUPALA (KODAGUDIS-

TRICT): Heavy rains continued tolash
several parts of Kodagu on Friday even
as the National Disaster Response Force,
Fire and Emergency Services menand
hundreds of volunteers aretryingto
Tescue victims strandedat several
places.

Incessant rains thag;hdve resulted in
massivelandslides—especially at Jodupala
about 14 km from Madikeri — have left

most of the streams and rivers, including e

the Cauvery Lakshmanathirtha and Ha-
rangi, swollen.

Over 600 peoplearesirandedin the hills
in and around Makkandur, while over 400
people from Jodupala, are taking shelter
atthe government school at Cherambane.

The district administration is continu-
ouslyworking to bring themto safety. How-
ever, heavy floods and rains are affecting
Tescue gperations.

Many people, whose houses are sub-
merged, are approaching gruel centres,

The Indian Navy will launch helicopter |

services from Sunday to drop relief mate-
rial and airlift victims stranded at several
places. “The helicopterwillhover atpromi-

nientplacesand commencesearchestill the
limits of endurance. It willalso carrywater
and relief material,” stated a communica-

tion fromthe Navy.

TheNavy officershaverequestedvictims
to gather ata high point and light a fire or
make smoke for easy identification. The
officers have also requested them to wave
coloured cloths toattracrattention.

The swollenrivers submerging bridges,
creating islands of hamlets and villages,
and inundarting houses and business es-
tablishments.
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Landshdes leave I(Odagu villagesravaged

: Dimesh, Manohar, Vijay from
0 bOd.lﬁ‘S - - LR ! | Sampaje, who rushed to the
i ' '~ spoton hearing the incident
retrieved, ol iy 2t e sud, By e

fime we reached, the houses |
60? Deopie andshopswerealreadywashied
- away Wecouldseeadead body
rescued from But could not refrieve asit.
Jodupala e hom
] Grestol m pa-
0’ up d ; Ie,whnwefe partof| the reseue
MainaJd A ' pperation, said, “We rescoed
- 13 members from the hully
JODUPALA (KODAGUDIS- |
TRICT): Remains of houses, |
uprooted electricpolesand
trees, siush-filled road, heaps
of woeden logs and gushing r.hey
wateris whatonecanseeat Jant
Jodupala, situated 14-Km |'
away from Madikeri-onthe G
border of Dakshina Kanna- "
da-Kodagu districts.
Rain coupled with land-
slides and gushing water has-
wreaked havoe at Jodupala.
The landslide haswashedaway ¢

three houses and & shop. Four:
members of Basappa's fanily
along with shopkeeper Umar:  deserted with houses di‘_"i&‘l:ﬁd’
have gone missing, The rescue  and dogs and eartle waiting for
penrms have retrieved rwo bod-  their masterstorehumand res-
ies including that of Basappa.  cuethem. :
(D group worker at Sullia Hos Asmallstreamhastakenthe  es have already

pital}andllisdaugmermmﬁ'— course of a ‘river with water ﬂmrea:;pmaﬂxhwu afew

— R eipnoa o e el

R RS S L
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Cracks in some major dams: DKS

Nothing to worry, 5-ft cushion inreservoirs fomty: officials

{ENGALURU: Water Resources
Jinister DK Shivakumar on
yaturday said that some of

he major damsincluding

(RS, Kabini and Tungabhadra
1ad developed minor cracks,
ollowing excess inflow of
vater.

Theminister'sstatementsent
he officials of the department
1o a tizzy as they were unsure
it the basis of hisremarks,

Speaking to reporters early
1 the day, Shivakumar said he
1d directed dam authorities
mthe Cauveryand Krishna riv-
T basins) to release maximum

Repaiired

I'ranjan Kaggere

I NGALURU, DHNS: Amidst
fie rain fury across Kodagu
rdMalnad districts, the
tatement by the Water
esources Minister DK
Fivakumar that the KRS

&5 developed minor cracks
@s leftmany shocked.
urprisingly, the Krishna
£JaSagar (KRS) reservoir
edundergone a major rejig
boutayear ago.

\dopting some of the best
ngineering practices to re-
airand renovate the dam,
1: state government had

quantty of waterto ensure safe-
ty of the dams, following rains,

He said the dams including
KRS, Kabini, Harangi, Hema-
vathi and Tungabhadra were
receiving heavy inflow of wa-
ter, with the levels reaching the
danger mark, and added that
someofthe damshad developed
minor cracks.

Shivakumar, however, later
clarified to DH that he was mis-
quoted. “I made no such infer-
ence. 1 said some of the bridges
in the downstream of the dams
had sustained cracks and that
vehicular movement should be
restricted in such places. But

as there is excess inflow into
the dams, I have directed the
authorities not to stock much
water and discharge excess wa-
ter at regular intervals. T have
asked the officials to be on high
alert. Flood alertshave alsobeen
issued,”headded.

Whencontacted,department
officials expressed shock over
the minister's earlier remarks.

A senior officer, who refused
to be quoted, said that none of
the dams in the state had de-
veloped any cracks, and that
dam safety norms were being
adhered toregularly.

The officer said Karnataka

had received an award (eight
months back) from the World
Bank for improvement of KRS,
Almatti and Narayanpura
dams under the Dam Reha-
bilitation and Improvement
Project (DRIP). Karnataka had
undertaken works on 22 dams,
headded.

Authorities at Kabini said
there was no problem with the
safetyofthe dam.

“The dam has the maximum
outflow capacity of 1.95 lakh
cusecs-intheworst casescenar-
io. Presently, there is an inflow
0f 63,000 cusecsof water,while
the outflow is 60,000 cusecs.

a year ago, KRS develops cracks again?

| i

A_dapting some of the best engineering practices to repair the
dam, the state had won the prestigious World Bank award of

¢ prestigious World
¢ award of Excellence in

habilitation Work(s) Civil-Spring 2017,

Rehabilitation Work(s) Civ-
il-Spring 2017. But the min-

ister’s statement over the
condition of the dam within
a year since repair has raised
questions over the quality of
work. The renovation and re-
pair works at the KRS dam
began in July 2016 and soon
after the work was completed
in May 2017, at an estimated
costof R 36 crore,

Under the repair and ren-
ovation project, holes on the
100-year-old dam were iden-
tified by carrying outa survey
using advanced civilengineer-
ing technology. Further, the
identified holes and eracks
were filled using erystalline

We have maintained a cushion
of five feet as a precautionary
measure, in case of sudden
surge of water or flash floods.
However, there might be some
problems in the downstream,”
officials said.

Though the cushion/buffer
at KRS is reducing by the day,
officials said there was no canse
forrworry. While the inflow was
1.4 lakh cusecs on Saturday, the
outflow was 1.25 lakh cusecs -
highest this year. The cushion
hasreduced from 5 feet on Fri-
dayeveningto 3feetby Saturday
evening.

DH News Service

technology through Fibre
Short Crate and subsequent-
ly sealed with the grating
process, according to the offi-
cials ofthe Cauvery Neeravari
Nigam Ltd. This apart, cavity
filling, grouting of the dam
structure were also taken up.
While the World Banl
funded 90% of the project
cost, the remaining was borne
by the state government. The
Central Water Commission
had approved therepairwork
following recommendations
by the Dam Rehabilitation
and Improvement Pgoject
(DRIP). ’
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Mahadayi row:
Goafiles gk
contempt pled )
against state

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Goa
government on Saturday filed
a petition before the Maha-
dayi Water Disputes Tribunal
(MWDT) seeking initiation of
contempt proceedings against
Karnataka for allegedly divert-
ing water from Mahadayi river
to Malaprabha basin by violat-
ing the Tribunal’s earlier order.

In the petition, Goa alleged
‘thatKarnataka intentionally di-
verted the Mahadayi basin wa-
ter through Kalasa Nala to Mal-
aprabha basinbypreventing the
natural flowtowards Goa.

Goa also demanded the ar-

- restofofficials concerned, from
the Karnataka governmentand
attachmentofsiategovernment
properties, including those at
the Kalasa Banduri diversion
Site.

Goa also pleaded that direc-
tion should be given to Karna-
taka to remove all blockages 1o
ensure free flow of Mahadayi
basin water towards Goa. Tt al-
leged that Karnataka viclated
the Tribunal order issued on
April17, 2014, which prevented

- Karnatakadrawingor diverting
water from Mahadayi 1ill the

pronouncement of its final or-

der. The MWDT issued final or-
der on August 14, stating thatall
Mahadayi basin states, includ-
ing Karnataka, should not take

upanyprojectstilltheorderwas |

notified by the Union Ministry
of Water Resources and their
proposals getclearance from all
thestatutorybodies,
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its Kodagu,
90 rescued

*-'Ovel'ﬂlght showers h1t rehef ops, pose cha]lenges

TR Sathish Kumar

MADIKERI (KODAGU): Fresh
rain posed new challenges
toKodaguevenasrescue
operationscontinuedina
big way. The most significant
was the rescue of 20 people

from two places in Mukkodiu 2

2 and MakKanduru villages

onSunday. Theyhad been '

stranded slnceThurs_day.-

At least four persons were
rescued from Jodupala and -
shifted to Madenadu. The Na-
tional Disaster Relief Force

has started an operation to

rescue 30 people stranded in
the hills of Jodupala.

The resumption of rain on
Saturday night posed new
problems and challenges to
victims and relief workers
alike. With showers subsid-
ing now and then, and some
sunshine offering a glimmer
of hope on Sarurday all'were
hoping that it's finally time to
just fix the damage that was
already done. However, it
rained throughout Saturday
night and continued on Sun-

day. According to the weather

forecast, more rains are ex-
pected till Wednesday.

Landslides, flooding of
farmlands and collapse of
bui[dmgs were reported from
various parts. The army and
navy personnel, supported by
volunteers, swunginto action.
Theworst-hitwas North Koda-
gu mMadxken and Sumwarpet
taluks.

PM, prez call up CM

Chief Minister H D Kumaras-
wamy, who paid a brief visit
to the district on Saturday, re-

DARING RESC
Kodagu district.

JE?IJII’I"!EIII'E-'I?'I|5I?El|'5P|'-'I]HIh'l"!l'iil-‘-lil‘-“
mrned on Sunday. While he
was chairing a meeting of of-
ficials at the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, Prime Minister
Narendra Modicalled himand
tookstock of the situation,
PresidentRam Nath Kovind

‘also called up Kumaraswamy

and enguired-about the situa-

~tion in Kodagu.

Kumaraswamy, whoarrived
by helicopter at Periyapatna,
visited flood-ravaged locali-
ties and interacted with vic-
tims. He also visited the old
private bus stand in Madikeri

where a commercial comp]ex
had collapsed. Former chief
minister B S Yeddynrappaand
MPs Shobha Karandlaje and

Prathap Simha accompanied

Kumaraswamy,

Union Minister Sadanan-
da Gowda, who stayed put in
Madikeri, inspected rescue
andrelief works.

Clothes, utensils

Srihari of Citizens Forum for
Flood Relieffrom Mysurusaid
their volunteers have been
distributing relief materials

at the Madikeri Town Hall for
the past three days. “Relief ‘
materials are arriving from |
various sources. The require-
ments have been changing and
we are changing our strategy
of sourcing materials, As of
now, the requirement for food
materials and medicines has
reduced. So we are sourcing
clothesand utensils "thevsmd {

Landslides continue
Meanwhile, the work on
clearing the landslide on
Madikeri-Mangaluru NH 275
continued on Sunday even as |
rain continued to lash Madik-
eri. Landslides continued at ‘
Mekeri on Madikeri-Virajpet |
road and thestretchremained |
closed for vehicular move- |
ment, The strech was the only | |
road connecting Mekeri to |
Bhagamandala,

[T
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Kerala Harsh 1essons
- in dam management

uge of biblical proportions has taken more than 300 lives while the
lives of more than two three lakh people staying in relief camps

B The scale of the natural disaster in Kerala boggles the mind. A del-

has been upended with normaley seemingly ages away. The south-

~ west monsoon has taken close‘to 1,3}]00
.~ Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnatz :
~ dependent on the monsoons to st
 ill-prepared to handle nature’s

s in Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal,
sam and Nagaland. A country
!ife and livelihood is stageeringly

‘The environmental degradation

" caused by the living infrastructure n eds of an expanding population, the _

. fragile ecology of the ‘hills and walleys and the exasperating demands of
water management in rivers through dams and reservoirs serving drink-
ing water needs, agriculture and ﬂoedcontrul arepr{:-vmgto be challenges

sorely testing human mgem:uty

The timing of the opening of damils bemg questmned in Kerala where

shutters of 35 of 39 dams were open at. a,mund the
the high number of deaths from landslides is be
and uncontrolled guarrying, besides river sand

same time. A reason for
& blamed on widespread
ing. The simultaneous

.dlscharge from Cherui’honl s five sluices that has led to disastrons conse-

The argumenis over -

gaining a deadly di-.

~guences downstream in Aluva and Kochi is
“being guestioned now. The arguments over
- Mullaperiyar dam, operated by Tamil Nadu
Mu"apeﬂyar dam are as it draws water eastwards th,mugh tun-

“nels for irrigation in an ingenious innova-
“tion by a British engineer, are gaining a

mension. It is not the geadly dimension. Tt is not the fear of the
. fear of the 142-feet 142feet level of water storage as much as
i level of water storage the urgent need for wisdom in nuanced

as much as the urg- water 'management_ ﬂ'l_&t

is causing

heartaches. A reduction in storage would

ent need for wisdom ;.. mare water woes for Kerala that is

in nuanced water soaked already but it may haveto be done to

management that is  boost the confidence.

g z The lessons learnt from experiences in

causing heartaches. ‘Odisha and Chennai floods my not have

: ~been put to use. The balance between stor-

age for hydropower and drmkmg water needs and sustained release to

preclude flooding by water releases at one go may be hard. Greed for stor-

-age should not be allowed to determine water release. There are countries

deciding to build no more dams while some dams are being removed in

. western US. Importantly, flood control is the key when the monsoons are

. bounteous. The PM's aerial inspection may lead to the Cenire caming to

know of the extent of the problem. Cash relief of 500 crore more has been

promised but the damage to the economy, largely dependent on tourism

Lo s and growing natural products, has been blown to bits with estimated loss-
BoveAng kv + es.in excess of ¥10,000 crore. This is Kerala’s most catastrophic hour of

need and the nation must respond in empathetic manner
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tilam opened

distrwta ment is replacing them
‘with high level bridges
/- but the works are going
~on atasnail's pace.

aiv

riority as Snsailam DCOORRESPONDENT
‘and avacut without any was developin . HYDERABAD/ADILABAD,
m‘m&crimjnatmn B i) mmwe ness - AUGI18 — - = ARE
%ggée@x;::g;i al;fpa:g];gs eve_r since a ditch Gmps over 3 1&!{]1 acms ? i . RTC bus services were
V%560 that the ~was formed inthe * - haye been damaged due  afffected between
_plunge pool area. -_-.Lm incessant rains in five .exteatof ljﬂlakhams “Adilabad- Karimnagar
against Handri Neeva, He sajd water - districts for the past few 'wa&.ﬂamaged This-was. and ~Mancherial  to
‘b“Galaru Nagari, and would be reIeased _ days. follawed paddy, - Adilabad because of the
h’Pnthiredﬂ}' Padu areas. - The other five districts maize, wheatandmya. flgod water. The RTC
" Taking a dig at the INtO @ll FESEIVOIrS. suffered dosses mp to . The lowlevel bridges buses and big vehicles
{H5YSRC, Mr Uma said that - — ~ 30,000 Agriculture have once again proved are therefore taking the
wht ] of T y : C. Parthasar- be of no use during  Dharmapuri route from
' was going inio sea, the @ . Wer by ! : I e as flood water Rayapatnam of Jagtial
i opposition party had only. preliminary as  flowing high over district to reach Utnoor
! filed cases against him ~ The mestersaid the Mes District collectors  the low lying bridges at. and from there to
“tie ing stoppage of AP government had  have been asked to con- wvarious places. This sit- Adilabad, traveling 70
ping of water at spent ¥59,000 crore on ‘ductenumerationof crop uation affected frans- m extra. This has also
irrigation wm:ks in the_ lqsannisubmlt\al;e;wrt ortation and com- resulted inalossio RTC
: 1avaram -the government at ers. These bridges in terms 'of ‘burning

- earliest. were constructed 20 additional diesel.
vears ago and are still  Low-level bridges in
being used for road con- Jainad and Bela also
nﬁcﬂv‘ity to the interior < caused lot of inconven-
- areas. The State govern- ience to the commuters.
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|| DC CORRESPONDENT
* HYDERABAD/ ADILABAD,
AUG. 18

Crops over 3 lakh acres Mk
demaged dueto

ed out to be a blessing
for crops in undivided

W Report on Page 6

1E W] 0
© “water following the heavy
i Inflows, The tanks are fac- -
' ing ‘the threat of breach

because of heavy water
storage and floads.
*  Agriculture fields have
© been submerged in ‘the o
flvod waters. Catile ars 2l
facing a threat to their :
dives following the flood
‘situation. Flood water
' enteréd into ‘government
schodls and ether offices.
- Farmers suffered Tuge
losses in Adilabad district
as rains washed away
' crops over 1.601akh acres,
“ In undivided Adilabad
! district alone, the loss was
estimated ‘at nearly 2125

T2

- flood




