In parched
Marathwada, rain
spreads cheer
among farmers

MANOJMORE
LATUR,PUNE, SEFTEMEER 19

N A region which has seen 650
farmers suicide since January
this year — crop failure due to
lack of rain being among the pri-
mary reasons — the farming
community finally has a reason
to smile. The copiousamount of
rain experienced in last two-
three days has, to a large extent,
resolved the problem of drink-
ing water and taken care of the
water requirement of farms, at
least in five districts of
Maharashtra.

The dams have seen substan-
tial jump in their stock, rivers
have breached their embank-
ments, lakes are overflowing and
wells have risen to the brim. OF
the eight districts in
Marathwada, five -

Aurangabad, Jalna, Parbhani,
Hingoli and Nanded — have re-
ceived good amount of rainfall,
However, Osmanabad, Beed and
Latur received nothing in coin-
parison to the five districts.

Divisional Commissioner
Umakant Dangat Saturday said
the rains will resolve the prob-
ke of drinking water shortage
in five of the eight districts. This
rain, he said, would lessen the
worries for 4 few more months,
“But the water stock 15 not
enough to last throughout the
year. If it rained another day or
two, then there should be no
problem,” he said. The weat her
rien has forecast lightrain inthe
region in next two three days.

Officials said the deficiency
of rains inatleastfive districthas
come down to around 35 per-
cent, which was earlier between
45 and 50 per cent. Dangat said
the rains will go a long way in
Penefitting the rabicrop.

“Farmers worries have cer-
tainly lessened..we expect rabi
crop would do better," he said.
Officials said crop failure due to
lack of rain had beenamong the
prime reasons for farmer sui-
cides. "With thisrain, we expect
the farmers will be better placed
andcan look forward to a better
yield," officials said.

Kundalika river in spate in Jalna on Friday. Express
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Moderate ralns contlnueto Iash Shwamogga

SHIVAMDGGA: Moderaterains
continued to lash several parts
of the district on Friday,

Hosanagar, Shivamogga,
Thirthahalli, Sagar and
EBhadravathi taluks received
good rainfall till noon.

Water levelsin Linganamak-
ki dam rose to 1790.50 feet
against a maximum of 1819 feet
as the catchment area of the
dam received 35 mm rainfall.

Inthe last48 hours, Hosana-
gar received 23.20 mm, fol-
lowed by Sagar 11.20 mm,
Sorab 7.50 mm, Thirthahalli
2,40 mm and Shikaripur 1.40
[T,

The inflow of water was
9,952 cusecs and the owutflow
was nil.

DH News Service
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Intermittent rains lash Shivamogga dist

Shivamogga: Intermittent rains lashed several parts of the district on Saturday.

Shivamogga, Hosanagar, Bhadravathi, some parts of Sagar, Shikaripur in the district received good rainfall in
the morning. Showers lashed Malnad region in the morning. Later, it again rained in the evening. Several parts
of the district had a cloudy weather signalling good spell of rains towards night. Water level in the
Linganamakki dam rose to 1790.80 feet against the maximum level of 1,819 feet as catchment area of the dam
received 15 mm of rainfall.

DH News Service
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» TODAY'S PAPER » NATIONAL

Published: September 19, 2015 00:00 IST | Updated: September 19, 2015 05:48 IST PATTISEEMA (West Godavari Dist.), September 19,
2015

First motor of Pattiseema irrigation project switched on
e Staff Reporter

Two days after Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu formally completed the confluence of the Godavari and Krishna rivers,
Irrigation Minister Devineni Umamaheswara Rao switched on the first motor of the Pattiseema Lift Irrigation Project here on Friday.

However, there was an immediate interruption to the lifting process due to a technical snag and the Minister spent the whole day at the
project site monitoring the engineering works.

Though it was initially announced that Mr. Naidu would switch on the first lift on September 16, the programme got cancelled in the last
minute, as the installation works were not completed as per the schedule due to heavy rain.

Subsequently, the State government rescheduled the switching on ceremony to Friday with the Irrigation Minister as the chief guest.
‘Puja’ performed

Mr. Umamaheswara Rao in the morning offered ‘puja’ and ‘harathi’ to the Godavari in the presence of local leaders, officials and hundreds of
residents from Pattiseema and Polavaram.

After the ritual, he switched on the motor of the sixth well.

Though the motor functioned successfully, the irrigation engineers spotted leakages in the pipeline and switched off the motor before rushing
into the maintenance job.

Though the Minister was scheduled to address the public, he cancelled it in the last minute and spent the whole day at the project site,
monitoring the maintenance works.

Printable version | Sep 21, 2015 12:39:33 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/first-motor-of-pattiseema-irrigation-
project-switched-on/article7666565.ece

© The Hindu
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Centre bats for major revamp of
water management systems

Chetan Chauhan

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
wants to adopt a river basin-
based integrated water man-
agement approach for better
utilisation of thelimited natural
resource instead of the present
river-centric approach.

For the purpose, it has set
up a committee under former
Planning Commission mem-
ber Mihir Shah to recommend
restructuring of the Central
Water Commission (CWC) and
Central Ground Water Board
(CGWB), two agencies mandated
to supervise water resources.

The CWC monitors surface
water and gives techno-feasi-
bility approvals for irrigation
projects while the board con-
ducts studies on underground
water resources.

T anlrivea at vatsrarmmnina tha

THE GOVERNMENT
PLANS TO ADOPT THE
RIVER BASIN BASED
INTEGRATED WATER

SPR——

two organisations, the water
resources ministry said: “In
order todevelop integrated water
resources, management and
development, and adopting basin/
sub-basin as a hydraulic unit,
both CWC and CGWB needed to
be re-oriented and re-structured
along the river basin basis.”

The ministry also said water
resource management has to be
done in an integrated manner
by taking major river basins as
hydraulic units and their tribu-
taries as sub-basins.

“River basins as hydraulic

11t Far nlannmineg and dormal an

ment of water would be the ideal
approach as it will help planners
know the total rainfall, rate of
ground water recharge, storage
and flows in underlying aqui-
fers,” the ministry said.

Speaking to HT, Shah said India
has adopted a “narrow” utilitar-
ian, engineering, construction
and exploitation-centric approach.

“We have failed to recognise
that water is a multi-dimen-
sional and multi-disciplinary
resource. We need to get social
scientists, agronomists, hydro-
geologists, environmentalists
and managers involved, in addi-
tion to engineers. We need to
make water management more
people-centric,” he said.

Shah said India’s irrigation
sector needs to be reformed in
the direction of irrigation man-
agement transfer so that the
water stored in dams reaches

tha Farrmare
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(rovt survey finds Yamuna not
so dirty, experts not convinced

A SILVER LINING? Samples show there are pockets in river where water quality is better

Mallica Joshi

= Mallica, ;oshl@hmcﬁ:sle;'lfmes com

NEW DELHI: The recent tests con-
ducted to check the quality of
Yamuna’s water may not bring
smiles to many faces but indicate
a silver lining in the cloud.

According to Delhi Jal Board
officials and a few experts, pol-
lution levels in the ‘dead’ river
have come down in the past four
months. Samples were lifted from
the river on Wednesday when
officials and experts surveyed
theriver on a boat.

“We analysed the data and
the total suspended solids (TSS)
and biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) have come down by around
20%. This is heartening and we
will conduct monthly quality

250 |— Areas from where
samples collected

Suplementary
drain +
Najafgarh drain

™ Sweeper Colony

200 |— near Kashmere Gate

M Boat club near
Bela Road

B Khyber Pass

150 = ISBT, Kashmere
Gate

M Yamuna Bazar
tonga stand

POLLUTION LEVELS IN YAMUNA

varying levels of pollution — both high and low —

DEAD RIVER HAS LIFE LEFT

Water samples picked up from seven spots along the Yamuna in the Capital showed
in the river.

assessment to make sure this is . ” :
not just a one-off occurrence,” 100 u A team of officials collected the samples onWed nesday SUSHIL KU MAR[HT
said DJB chairperson, SS Yadav. I Total ded solides dicat
As per the reports, the param- o e o
" turbidity, sediments in water
eters for TSS, BOD and chemical 71 Bio chemical ——
oxygen demand (COD) are below 65 o o
orjustalittle above the ideal condi: [ o i
EJust il 5 57 5g required by organisms to break
tions in some spots — something 50— down organic material
that was not true earlier. Chemical oxygen demand:
When these figures are com- 758 75 7.55 Measure for organic compounds
pared with the tests conducted : P e
at the Delhi Pollution Control 755 74175173 35 3 3 2 1815
Committee (DPCC) in May, a clear l “ 25(22|2832 35 19|15(22
improvement is seen except in the 0 ENRENR | | J.-sla I -.. \l J.
BOD at the ITO Bridge. pH value Total suspended Blo chemical | Chemical oxy- Ammonia Phosphate
But not everyone is enthused. solids oxygen demand |  gen demand
Theresuitsarenctysryheart:  FERETNISEEERS 50Mg/ltr  30Mg/ltr 250 Mg/itr 50 Mg/ltr 5 Mg/ltr

ening and pollution levels are
still above what they should be.

SOURCE: CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Dissolved oxygen figures are “The fact that the TSS has riseinswrfacearea. Thisneedsto  thefigure is between 0.24 and 0.32.
very low and coliform hasnot  come down by alarge amountis  bestudied in detail,” said Sanjay “One reason is the sludge set-
been tested. Also, water quality  agoodsign forusbutthereisstill ~ Sharma, member of the Water  tled at the bottom of theriver. This

is usually better in monsoons,”
said water expert Manoj Misra.
But even when the parameters

along way to go. When the sam-
ple islifted from drains, the TSS
levels are very high but as soon

Workers Alliance.
The levels of dissolved oxygen,
which indicate if water is fit for

undergoes anaerobic decomposi-
tion which releases methane and
pushes out oxygen. Till the time

are compared with thetests con-  as it empties out into theriver, it  aquaticlife, are stilldismal. Ariver  delistingisnot done, it is difficult
ducted by the DPCCin September  decreases asthesurfaceareaand  should have DO above four fora  tochange. Thelowlevels of ammo-
last vear. the figures show signifi-  rate of sedimentationrises. The thrivingaquaticlifebutattheseven  niaand phosphate arealsoa good
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Noida to develop Yamuna riverfront,
317 farmhouses may face demolition

TENSE WAIT

m |n 2014, Noida authority
allocated 2200 crore to
develop Yamuna river front

m 5,036 hectares of flood-
plains to be developed

m Total urban land in Noida is
15,000 ha

m NGT expected to deliver
final verdict in the
flood plain case on
October 6

m Uttar Pradesh government
and Noida authority are in
favour of demolition,

317 farmhouse owners
are against it

Vinod Rajput

= vinod rpu@hindustantimes.com

NOIDA: The fate of 317 swanky
farmhouses on 5,000-acre Yarmma
floodplains hangs in the balance
as the Noida authority had
appointed a consultant to form
ariver-front development policy:

Though the case is still in
court, a green signal for the
project will pose a challenging
task for the Uttar Pradesh irri-
gation department and Noida
authority to demolish the farm-
houses that belong to influential
people such as senior police offic-
ers, lawyers, retired judges and
bureaucrats.

“Our consultant will draft

a policy on how to develop the
riverfront to contain unauthor-
ised structures that disturb
the Yamuna’s natural flow. As
far as farmhouse demolition is
concerned, it will be decided by
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) that is hearing a petition
that seeks removal of all kinds of
illegal structures built over the
flood-plain zones of Hindon and
Yamuna rivers,” said Saumya
Srivastav, deputy chief executive
officer, Noida authority.

In 2013, environmentalist
Akash Vashistha filed a peti-
tion in the green court, seek-
ing protection of flood plains.
Following this, Uttar Pradesh
agencies directed local officials

to clear illegal structures. Noida
authority also issued notice to
nearly 317 farmhouse owners
to either vacate or face demoli-
tion. However, many developers
continue selling plots on the
floodplains.

“If the Noida authority is
determined then it can raze all
illegal structures. These farm-
houses will have to go because the
NGT wants to protect the dying
river from pollution,” said Amit
Khemka, a senior lawyer repre-
senting the petitioner.

Meanwhile, farmhouse owners
claim their structures are legit
because they were built before
the authority defined the flood-
plains as a ‘no construction’ zone.

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx?issue=10872015092000000000001001&page=7&paper=A4&top=396&left=189&....

17



9/21/2015 Rs. 2,000-crore scheme to clean Cooum - TAMIL NADU - The Hindu

» TODAY'S PAPER » TAMIL NADU

Published: September 19, 2015 00:00 IST | Updated: September 19, 2015 05:33 IST CHENNAI, September 19, 2015

Rs. 2,000-crore scheme to clean Cooum

e B. Aravind Kumar

Restoration to be carried out in 3 phases; 60 sub-schemes in 3 years

Once again, an attempt is being made to clean up the Cooum river along 27.3 km at a cost of nearly Rs.2,000 crore.

On September 15, Chief Minister Jayalalithaa laid the foundation stone for the Cooum River Restoration Project, reviving an initiative
announced by the earlier Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) government with some modifications.

According to an official release, restoration work will be carried out in three phases. In the first three years, 60 sub-schemes will be completed
at a cost of Rs.604 crore.

The objectives will be to find alternative ways to stop sewage inlets into the river, solid waste management, improving the flood-carrying
capacity, resettlement and rehabilitation of slum dwellers, restoring biodiversity and usher in new development along the banks.

The Chief Minister also inaugurated a 120-mld sewage treatment plant at a cost of Rs.87 crore at the existing plant at Koyambedu. The newly
inaugurated sewage treatment plant is the 13th such facility of the city. There are two more plants with the capacity to treat 94 million litres of
sewage a day in the same premises. With the commissioning of the new plant, the city’ capacity to treat sewage has gone up to 732 mld.

Chennai Corporation will start work on resettlement of over 15,000 families along the Cooum, developing nine parks and pathways.

In the first phase, the Corporation will start removing solid waste dumped on the river banks, at an estimated cost of Rs.7.13 crore. The civic
body will develop infrastructure for preventing solid waste pollution of the river at Rs.100 crore.

The work includes booms in the river to trap floating debris. The civic body will develop a fence along the river at Rs.52.96 crore.
Neighbourhoods along the river will get landscaped greenery, groundwater and clean environment, transforming the river into a tourist
destination.

Chennai Corporation is also planning to take action against commercial buildings and industries polluting the river.

These issues were highlighted during The Hindu 's campaign on the river during Madras Week in August.

In the second phase, lasting four to eight years, the trust will take up seven sub-schemes and the third will be the maintenance phase.
(With inputs from

K. Lakshmi and

Aloysius Xavier Lopez )

Restoration work will be carried out in three phases. In the first three years, 60 sub-schemes will be completed at a cost
of Rs.604 crore
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The misery that
dams can cause

Bharat Dogra

ams are supposed to stop and
store excess water at times of
heavy rains, thereby providing
protection from floods. This
stored water can then be used
during the dry season or when
rains fail, thereby providing
protection from the adverse
impaects of drought. However, it
has been seen time and again
that the real experience can
differ significantly from stated
benefits.

The latest examples of such
possible aggravation have been
reported from West Bengal and
Maharashtra. The former
suffered serious floods recently
while the latter state is in the
midst of aserious drought
situation.

However before taking up
these cases in greater detail, it
should be stated that this situa-

tion needs to be examined care-
fully with the focus only on wel-
fare of people and the need to
minimize sufferings of all forms
of life. The tendency of only try-
ing to blame or defend some
action without considering the
factual situation needs to be
given up. Only then it will be
possible to implement genuine
reforms so that very costly mis-
takes can be avoided in future.

Coming to specific cases,
floods in West Bengal have
already been discussed widely
and questions have been raised
whether and to what extent
these were man-made. At its
peak, in early August, over 5
million people in 13 districts of
West Bengal were affected by
floods while crops spread over 5
lakh hectare suffered adverse
impacts.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee said at that time “the

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/6610943?show=print

flooding had worsened ...
becanse DVC (Damodar Valley
Corporation) released water
from its dams.”

Himanshu Thakkar, one of
the best known water project
analysts in India, has said on
the basis of a detailed analysis
of the floods and waterrelease
data that the Chief Minister was
right. Thakkar has written,
“Available information and the
statements of the DVC officials
leave no doubt that DVC dams
indeed released water into the
rivers and these releases wors-
ened the flood situation in South
Bengal. If DVC had held back
the water while cyclone Komen
was active in the region, bring-
ing heavy rains, then the flood
intensity, its impact area and the
flood duration could have been
reduced. The DVC operators
should also have kept in mind
that this was high tide period

when the rivers' capacity to
drain out the water was signifi-
cantly lower in the delta area.
The DVC dams had sufficient
storage capacity to haold this
water during the period. Howev-
er, instead, DVC increased water
releases from the dams during
the flood disaster.”

The DVC authorities have
justified their action stating
that, “the combined release (of
these two days) on August 3 was
95,000 cusecs, which is lower
than the safe downstream chan-
nel carrying capacity of the
Damodar river which is 1, 10,00
cusecs.”

The response of Himanshu
Thakkar to this defence is, “The
DVC operators Knew that down-
stream areas were facing heavy
rainfall during August 14, 2015
under the influence of Komen
and that this was also the high
tide period. The river needed

space to drain out the excess
rainwater. And yet DVC relea
water equal to 86 per cent cap
ity of the river as per their
admission.

“They need not have
released this water as Panche
Hill and Maithon dams had s1
ficient capacity to store this
water which could have been
released at a later date. On Av
5, 2015, Maithon dam water le
was 148.68 m, way below its fl
cushion level of 150.88 m and
MWL of 151.79 m. Panchet Hi
dam had water level of 128.28
on Aug 5, 2015, when its flood
cushion level is 1325 m."

“DVC increased the relea
during floods. The power ger
ation at Maithon and Panchet
Hill dams went up from 181N
lion Units on July 31, 2015 to !
MU on Aug 3, 2015, - a 46%
increase! Instead of stopping
water releases, DVC dams act
ally INCREASED the water o
flow by about 40% during floc
in the downstream area. This
was avoidable and this must
have hugely contributed to th
floods in downstream W. Beny
areas.”

At the same time, there s
also reports that some dams i
Maharashtra are aggravating
the serious drought situation
transferring water from wate
deficit areas to areas of good
rainfall. This has been pointe
out in arecent lead report in
Jjournal - Dams, Rivers and Py
ple- wherein it is stated that
“large parts of Krishnabasin
spanning Maharashtra, Kar-
nataka, Andhra Pradesh and
Telengana are facing massive
rainfall deficits, drought-like
conditions and crop
failures.....Shockingly, in this
very period from July 1 to Sep
1, Maharashtra has diverted
more than 461.5 Million Cubis
Meters of water (at most con
servative estimates) from this
very Krishna and Bhima basi
to the high rainfall area of
Konkan (this region already b
monsoon rainfall this year of
1760.6 mm by Sept 4, almost
seven times more than the ra
fall of Marathawada)and dov
to the sea!”

While this may have
inereased power generation i
some dam projects, the high
costs in terms of aggravation
water crisis in some of the
worst drought affected areas
cannot be justified. All aspect
of such disturbing situations
should be carefully considere
with the focus only on reduci
distress and suffering of the
people.

THE WRITER IS A FREE-LAMCE JOURMALIST

WHD HAS BEERN INVOLVED WITH SEVERAL 50
HMATIVES AND MOVEMENTS.
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Rains fail to recharge
groundwater levels

Situation Worse Than Before In Some Areas
MARGINAL IMPROVEMENT

Times News Nemwonss

New Delhi: Groundwater
levels have only marginally
improved this yvear after the
rains, In certain areas, levels
have even dropped as com-
pared to their status before
the monsoon,

Data monitored by Cen-
tral Ground Water Authority
(CGWA) for May {(pre-mon-
soon) and August (post-mon-
soon) shows that the rains
fatled to stop the decline in
the water table in areas like
Hauz Khas, Satbari, Ojwah,
Sultanpur among others.
While scientists hope that
the decline stops by the time
CGWA monitors the wells
again in November, it seems
unlikely due to the poor mon-
soon thistime,

The appreciation in lev-
els, if any, has been very mar-
ginal of only 0.5-1m in most
wells like Asola, Jaitpur, Hu-
mayun's Tomb and Pushp Vi
har The data also shows that
the groundwater level is
alarmingly low—much be-
low 50m—in several parts of
south Delhilike Pushp Vihar,
Palam and Sultanpur. “The
monsoon has not helped in
checking the decline in cer
tain areas. In other aquifers,
it takes time to recharge after

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexm|=Rains-fail-to-recharge-groundwater-levels-20092015005005#
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monsoon 0 [ hope there will
some improvement by No-
vember,” said Shashank
Shekhar, a hyvdrogeologist
and assisiant professorofl ge-
ology at DU

Another geologist with a
government agency said that
in areas like Hauz Khas and
Satbari, the “draft” orextrac-
tion may be higher than re-
charge. “This kind of decline
even after the rains is very
common in Rajasthan where
extraction is higher. We are
seeing similar trends here,
The only way to address this

is to carefully monitor and
regulate the extraction™.

Last year, TOI had ac-
eessed the Central Ground
Water Board's annual data
for south Delhi and found the
water table had dropped by
Tm in Satbari in the past five
years: by 5m in Gadaipur; 3m
in Asola and Sultanpur; and
2m in Bhatti. A study by the
earth sciences department of
Delhi University found the
rateof decline inwater levels
to be as high as 1.7-2m per
year in some areas of south
and southwest Delhi.
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Now, pay %5000 for
polluting Yamuna

New Delhi: Ahead of the
festive season, Delhi gov-
ernment has decided to
strictly impose a fine of Rs
5,000 on those spotted pol-
luting the Yamuna by
throwing waste or puja of-
feringsin it,

National Green Tribu-
nal had inJanuary passed a
slewof directions inthis re-
gard, cracking the whip on
those polluting the river.

The decision was taken
at a recently-held high-lev.
el meeting, chalred by Del-
hi environment minister
Asim Ahmed Khan, withof-
ficials from DPCC, munici-
pal corporations, environ-
ment department and

irrigation and flood control
department.

"It was also decided to
erect barricades and mesh
near nine temporary ghats
along the Yamuna, People
will be asked to deposit
their religious items at the
designated places near the
ghats and if they do not
comply with, we will striet-
Iy deal with them,"” a senior
official said.

The government has al-
so decided to approach 100
Durga and chhath puja
commiitees to  request
them to collectively deposit
puja offerings at the ghats
created by the flood and fr-
rigation department. sn

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexm|=Now-pay-Rs-5000-for-polluting-Yamuna-21092015005021#
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Poor rain, depleting reservoirs
may take toll on winter crops

After failed kharif s

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, $EPTEMBER 19
Amid concerns over decline
in foodgrain outpuf in the
kharnif 2015-16 erop year, fears
are that the deficit mongoon
and paor reservoir conditions,
especially inthe southern and
western regions, could fur
ther affect the planting of
winter erops and add to fapm-
ers’ distress.

‘The Centre has identified
six “ernerging” issues, includ-
ing prevatling agrarian erisis,
which would come up for dis-
cussions during the two-day
Rabi Cosiference, beginning
Septernber 22,

The topics are; Agrarian cri-
sis and agricultural crisig -
issues and solutions; promot-
ing pulses and oitseeds in Hee
fallows; promoting organic
farming through Parampara-
gat Krishi Yojana (PEVY)
enhaneing area under irriga-

£ason, experts to discuss agrari

tion and achieving water use
efficiency through Pardhan
Mantri Krishi  Sinchayi
Yojana (PMESY); creating a
nationally integrated market
through National Agricultur-
al Market; and promotion of
horticulture in the country.
‘The poor monsoon, which
has already taken a ioll on
farmers, is expected to affect
planting of Rabi craps and

|

Ny

an crisis at rabi meet
Water storage: Himachal,

| aThe Ministry of Water Resources says
e only states having better water
storage than fast year for correspon-
ding period are HP and Tripura

| WStates with lesser storage than last
vear include Punjab, Rajasthan,
Iharkhand, Cdisha, West Bengal,
Gujarat, Maharashira and Up

A3 o September 17, the water stor-
age availability in 91 malor reser-
voirs of the country was 92.631 bil-
fion cubic metres — 59% of the total
siorage capacity

drinking water supplies,
Shrinking coverage and pro-
ductivity, rain deficits and
steeprise ininputshaveled to
an alarming rise in farmer
suicides in the drought-hit
areas of the country.

In states such as Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and
Maharashira, water level in
reservoirs is currently below
average. With just 34% of tota]

Coe

storage capacity In reservoirs
in South, the storage during
current year is not just less
than the corresponding peri-
od of last vear but also less
than the average storage of
past 10 years during the corre-
sponding period.

As on September 17, the
waier storage availability
in $1 major reservoirs of the

CONTINGED ON #19
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Poor rain, depleting reservoirs
may take toll on winter crops

The first advance estimates
for foodgrain production for
the 2615-18 Kharif crops are

©

2% piry was 92631 billion
ic metres (RCM) — 58% of

2. fotal storage capacity. This
storage is T4% of the storage
during the corresponding pers-
od last year According io the
Ministry of Water Resources,
only states having better stor
age than last year for corre-

Pradesh and Thpura.

States with lesser storage
than last year are Punjab,
Rajasthan, Jharkhand,
Odisha, West Bengal, Gagaral,

" Maharashira, Utiar Pradesh,

THiarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhatiisgarh,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
(two combined project inboth
states) Karnataka, Keralaand
Tarmi Nadu,

indicating a declning trend
over the previous season on
account of higher country-
side rain deficit and drought-
tke situation in several
states. Ii is expected io yield
124.85 mitton tonmes of food-
grain —— 1.78 per cent lower
than 126.31 MT achieved ulti-
mately in Kharif season -of
HH4-15 (July-June).

Rabi is an equal constifzent
in ensuring the nation’s food
security and the government's
aim is to maximise winter out-
put. The Rabi conference is an
annual affair held fo review
performance of the preceding
season and prepare strategies
for the coming season.
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ROPAR, SEPTEMBER 20
As the filling period of
reserveirs ended today, the
water level fell short of the
magimum capacity at all
three dams - Bhakra, Pong
and Raniit Sagar in the
state -— thanks to deficit
rain, especially the dry spell
since September 1.

- The filling period of
Bhakra and Pong reservoirs

Pite Assatn Tribune { Guwahatl }

the Times of India | sMoembat )

The Feiegraph{ Kotkatat }

@Al reservoirs are nearly
full. There is nothing to be
worried about, Water will
be supplied to partner
states of Punjab, Harvana
and Rajasthan according
10 their demand. 9

SK Sharma, sams MEMEER, sricaios

starts from May 21 and
June 21, respectively, and
ends on September 20.

At Bhakra Darn, the water

Ragguenoy { Gl )

...... g

aﬂmmniével

level was registered at
167672  feet  against
1,678.36 feet last year at the
end of filling period. At
Ranjif Sagar dam, alse
known as Thein dam, built
on the Ravi, the water leve!
was 51147 metre against
516.72 metre iast year.
However, the water lev-
el at Pong dam was
1,381.24 feet today, far
higher than 1,367.82 fest
recorded fast vear
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Poor rain, depleting Teservoirs -
may take toll on winter Crops )

FROM PAGE L :
country was 92631 billion
cuhic metres {BCM) — 58% of
storage is 74% of the storage -
Juring the corresponding per-
od last yesr. According o fhe
Ministry of Water Resources,
only states having better stor-
age than last year for come.
States with lesser slorage

than last year are Punjab,

Rajasthan, Jharkhand,
(Odisha, West Bengal, Gujarat,
Maharashira, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, . Chhattisgarh,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
{twowmbmedprojecti_nbo%h
states)Kamataka,Keraiaand
Tarmil Nadu.

for foodgrain production for ¢
the 2015-16 Kharif crops axe

indicating a declining trend

over the previous season on

account of higher country-

side toin deficit and drought-

lke sitoation I several

states. It is expected fo yield

124.05 million fonnes of food-

grain ~— 178 per cent jower

* than 12631 M7 achievedum«

mately in iharlf season of -
2014-15 (July-June).

Rabi is an equal
in ensuring the nation’s food
seﬁ;rityand‘fhegwer}mlﬂnt’s '

plmmﬂabiemmmisan
annual affair held to Teview
performance of the preceding
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An erosion-hil riverside of the Brahmaputra, af Bogoritolia area.in Dibrugark on Thursday. — UB Photos
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